IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1 


A 

*.-^ 

^v*.^.;^ 


'^^■v 

^^^ 


^j> 


.** 


.•»* 


1.0 


1.1 


L&|2j8  |Z5 
l^Uii  |22 
£    b£    12.0 


I 


1.25  ||||U   1 1.6 

< 

6"     

► 

Photograpiiic 

Sdaices 

CorporatiGn 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14SS0 

(716)  t72-4503 


0 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  ly/licroreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checlced  below. 


n 


n 


n 


n 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommagAe 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurte  et/ou  peiliculAe 


I      I   Cover  title  missing/ 


Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 


□   Coloured  maps/ 
Cartes  g^ographiques  en  couleur 

□   Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relii  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  ie  long  de  la  marge  intArieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appe*^r  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajouties 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  filmtes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  supplimentaires: 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6t4  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  mithode  normale  de  f ilmage 
sont  indiquAs  ci-dessous. 


I      I   Coloured  pages/ 


D 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  film6  au  taux  de  rMuction  indiquA  ci-dessous. 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagtes 

Pages  restored  and/oi 

Pages  restaur6es  et/ou  pellicultes 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxe( 
Pages  ddcoiories,  tachet6es  ou  piqu6es 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  ddtachdes 

Showthroughy 
Transparence 

Quality  of  prir 

Quaiiti  In^gaie  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  materii 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppKmentaire 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Mition  disponible 


I — I  Pages  damaged/ 

I — I  Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 

Fyj  Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 

I      I  Pages  detached/ 

r~p\  Showthrough/ 

n~|  Quality  of  print  varies/ 

I      I  Includes  supplementary  material/ 

j — I  Only  edition  available/ 


The 
toti 


The 
post 
of  tl 
filmi 


Orig 

begi 

the 

sion 

otha 

first 

sion 

or  ill 


Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6t6  filmtes  d  nouveau  de  fa9on  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

30X 

y 

12X 

16X 

20X 

24X 

28X 

32X 

The 
shall 
TINl 
whic 

IMap 
diffe 
entir 
begii 
right 
requi 
metli 


lire 

ditails 
Lies  du 

modifier 
ger  une 

filmage 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanlcs 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Library  of  the  Pubiic 
Archives  of  Canada 

The  imeges  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  Iceeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specif icetions. 


L'exemplaire  filmA  fut  reproduit  grAce  A  la 
gAnArositA  de: 

La  bibliothAque  des  Archives 
publlques  du  Canada 

Las  imeges  suivantes  ont  M  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  le  nettetA  de  I'exempiaire  filmA,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 


f 

i6es 


Original  copies  in  printed  peper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  bacic  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
pepler  est  imprimAe  sont  filmte  en  commen^ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'Impression  ou  d'iliustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plet,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  filmAs  en  commen^ant  par  la 
premiAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'Impression  ou  d'iliustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  — ^  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  Y  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaltra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  — ►  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  ▼  signifie  "FIN". 


re 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  retios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Atre 
filmAs  A  des  taux  de  rAduction  diff Arents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clichA.  11  est  filmA  A  partir 
de  I'angle  supArieur  geuche,  de  gauche  A  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  nAcessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mAthode. 


y  errata 
Id  to 

nt 

ne  pelure. 

ipon  A 


1 

2 

3 

32X 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

r 


% 

•J,"*- 

y 

^  ■  ■  ' 

ii-'-.  !■'■:■::■:-' 

^^ani7//j     ^yf^j 


f' 


tz< 


A  NEW 

COLLECTION 

VOYAGES,! 

piSCOVERIESand  TRAVELS: 

(OOIfTAININO 

Whatever  is  worthy  of  Notice,  in 

EUROPE,   ASIA, 
AFRICA   and  AMERICA: 

IH     RESPECT    TO  * 

The  Situation  and  Extent  of  Empires,  Kingdoms, 
?ind  Provinces  \  their  Climates,  Soil,  Produce,  &c. 

WITH 

The  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  (eyeral    lohabitaatsj 

their  Cfoverament,   Religion,    Art$,  Sciences, 

Maopf^^i^ures,  and  Cpmqierce. 

The  whole  conf^Ung  of  fuch  English  vdA  Foreign  Authors 

1^  are  in  moil  Eileen) ;  including  the  Defcriptions  and  Remarks 

of  fome  celebrated  Ifite  Travellers,  not  t(>  be  found  in  any 

other  CoUfftSoq^ 

Illufiratf  d  vrith  «  Variety  of  apointQ  ' 

MAPS,   PLANS,  and  eleg^ENGHLAVINGS. 

VOL,    VI. 

LONDON: 

'  Frioted  for  J.  KNQX,  near  Southampton-Street,   . 
in  the  Strand.    MDCCLXVIL 


r 


K  uxjsrs  opA  TJ2 


^fuiaria?i,i     ^Ayue^e^ 


I 

t 


I 

* 


0^rn/i/e/  ef  jt^yn/)neyrt/^/. 


*  i^ 


'A     k 


'  * 


'I  0 


i   J   C^   .> 


^J 


»  * 


-»  i 


6 

I/. 6 


4.-  ,i'; 


.=« 


♦n^^-tin 


X 


»** 


.*^  '**.  iu 


I: 


CONTENTS 


OF   THE 


> 4.1  if    i^'i-fi  '■■'"■'' 


'I.   i-.   «  ^«tA-4/r( 


SIXTH    VOLUME. 


A 


•T»HE  Voyage  and  Travels  of  Mr.  John  Thevenot; 
'*   from  Italy  to  Conftantinople :  in  which  are  in- 
cluded the  Remarks  of  other  Travellers,      page  i 

Mr.  Wood's  Journey  to  Palmyra,  or  Tedmor  in  the 
Defart,  80 

Mr.  Wood's  Account  of  the  Ruins  of  Balbec  5  the 
antient  Heliopolis,  in  Coelofyria,  104 

A  Defcription  of  Judea,  or  the  Holy  Land ;  and 
particularly  of  the  City  of  Jerufalem :  coUefled 
from  the  Writings  of  Maundrell,  Shaw,  and  other 
Travellers,  iii 

The  Travels  of  Dr.  PofgpH^  thrQXigh  Egypt  j  with 
occafional  Extradts  from.  Mr.  Ndrden,  133 

Dr.  Shaw's  Travels  throii^  Baiiwry,  243 

A  Journey  to  Mequinez ;  by  Mr.  Windus,  a  Gentle- 
man in  the  Retinue  of  Charles  Stewart,  Elq;  Am- 
baflfador  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  29 1 

Travels  into  the  inland  Parts  of  Africa ;  by  Francis 
Moore :  including  an  Account  of  the  Adventures 

of 


CONTENTS.  _ 

of  Job  Ben  Solomon,  Son  of,  the  High-pflcft  of 

Bundp,   rp      T.-      7?      T       il      O      •  ^^5 

The  Travels  of  Sir  John  Chardin,  through  Mingrelia 

and  Georgia  inxo  Perfia,      .;  ♦;,  335 

An  Account  of  Indpflan  i  inteHperfed  with  the  Ob- 
fervations  of  Sir  Thomas.  Roe,  Mr.  Holwell,  and  ' 

other  Writers,  405 

A  Journey  from  St.  Peter(burg,  to  Pekin  ;  with  an 

•  Embafly    from   his  Imperial  Majefty  Peter  the 

Firft,  to  Kamhi  Emperor  of  Chi^a:  By  John  BelU 

Efqi        '  .   ,,        444 

»      t  If    V  .(   t 


ill 
■UK 


.a  tJ- 


1  r- ': 


,  u:^v;y*-t  '-/u^    .^/ 


la 


^  II      ^     *        !»■ 


I  I       ■  ■» 


A    ' .' 


/  • 


CC^LLECTION 


O  F 


Voyages  and  travels. 
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THE 

VOYAdE     and     TRAVELS 

OF 

.       Mr.    JOHN    THEVENOTi 

From    ITALY    to    CONSTANTINOPLE: 

Interfperfed   with    the   Remarks    cf    other 
Travellers.  ,/ 


MR.  John  Thevenot  was  of  the  fame  family  with 
the  famous  Melchezidec  Thevenot,  who  pub- 
lifhed  a  collcdlion  of  voyages,  part  originally  writ- 
ten, dnd  the  reft  very  accurately  tranflated  from  other 
languages,  into  French  •,  which  is  the  reafon  they  are 
very  often  confounded  together.  The  elder  Thevenot 
travelled,  indeed,  for  foa.G  time,  but  never  without 
the  limits  of  Europe ;  nor  did  he  think  any  accounts 
of  his  voyages  worthy  the  notice  of  the  public*  He 
"Was  library-keeper  to  Lewis  XIV.  He  died  by  too 
great  abftinence,  which  he  flattered  himfelf  would 
have  cured  an  ague,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1692, 
in  the  71ft  year  of  his  age. 

Our  author  had,  from  his  very  youth,  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  travel.     It  was  to  gratify  this  inclina- 
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#  THEVENOT's   TRAVELS 

tion  that  he  went  to  Romf,  wlicrc,  mcftinfr  acci- 
dentally v/ith  the  cclcbratal  Mr.  llcrbclot,  the  moll 
learned  man  of  his  age,  in  every  branch  of  oriental 
literature,  he  caught  from  him  fo  violent  a  paflion  for 
penetrating  into  wiratever  was  curious  or  extraordi- 
nary in  the  EalV,  that  he  rcfolvcd  to  continue  his  tra- 
vels to  the  moll  diilant  part  thereof.  In  this  he  flat- 
tered himfclf  with  the  hopes  of  having  the  company 
of  the  very  judicious  perlbn  before  mentioned  •,  but 
fome  family  affairs,  v/hich  required  the  prefcnce  of 
that  learned  gentleman,  obliged  him  at  that  time  to 
return  into  France.  But  Mr.  Thevenot  having  made 
all  the  necefi'ary  preparations'  for  this  long  expedi- 
tion, and  being  encouraged  to  undertake  it  by  his 
friend,  who  promifed  to  join  him  in  the  ifland  of 
Malta,  he  reiolved  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
his  delign. 

Accordingly,  on  Monday,  May  i,  1655,  he  left 
Rome,  in  order  to  embark  at  Civita-Vecchia  on 
board  the  galley  commanded  by  count  Gaddi.  On 
June  the  2d,  he  embarked  at  Civita-Vecchia,  and 
came  to  nn  anchor  before  the  port  of  Meflina  in  Si- 
cily in  feven  days.  It  is  a  fafe  harbour  by  nature,  and 
round  it  are  leveral  fair  palaces  built  very  uniformly, 
which  form  a  pleafant  profped. 

There  are  18  llrong  caftles  in  it,  but  four  of  them 
only  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  :  the  Mefllnefe 
have  the  reft.  The;  town  is  very  rich,  by  reafon  of 
the  great  trade  in  filk  driven  there.  There  are  no 
inns  tor  llrangers,  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  lodge  in 
a  wretched  tavern  by  the  harbour.  All  things  are 
cht-ap  ;  the  v;ines  ftrong,  but  bad.  It  is  an  archi- 
cpilcopal  Ice.  The  Streights  are  made  dangerous  by 
Scilla  and  Chary bdis,  though  anciently  they  were 
much  more  fo  than  now,  becaufe  navigation  is  im- 
proved. Scilla  is  a  rock  near  the  callle  Scyllio,  on 
the  Italian  fliorc.  Charybdis  is  the  meeting  of  two 
contrary  eddies,  v/hich  by  beating  and  clalhing  one 
£giinlt  another,  make  a  noife  like  the  barking  of 
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tlogs  i  and  by  caufing  veHl'ls  to  turn  round  al^out, 
fuck  tlicni  down  to  the  bottom  :  nor  is  il\c  harbour 
itfcU' iafc  trom  it,  tor  the  currents  will  I'oitk  times  carry 
the  Iliips  out  into  it  •,  and  thcretbrc  the  Mefnnefe  have 
always  a  number  of  pilots  in  re-ulincfs  to  afTiIl  vefiels 
in  danger. 

Sicily  is  oi"  a  triangular  form,  each  angle  making  a 
cape,  which  are  now  called  lyifaro,  anciently  Pelorus; 
Palfiro,  anciently  Pacliinis  -,  and  Bociio,  heretofore 
Liliba^um.  It  is  but  three  miles  dilbmt  from  Italy^ 
being  feparated  from  it  by  a  dangerous  flreight,  call- 
ed, 'The  Pharo  of  Mcjjlna.  It  is  the  moll  confiderable 
JHand  of  the  Mediterranean  lea,  both  for  bigncfs,  be- 
ing 700  miles  in  compalJ^,  and  fruitfulnefs  \  producing 
plenty  of  corn,  excellent  wines,  olives,  and  other  nccel- 
faries  of  life,  inlbmuch  that  it  v/as  anciently  called  one 
of  the  granaries  of  Rome.  It  contains  a  great  many  fair 
rich  towns,  but  it  is  much  annoye;d  by  the  eruptions 
of  mount  (libello,  or  /Etna,  which  calls  forth  abun- 
dance of  [lames,  allies,  and  torrents  of  melted  mat- 
ter:  it  is  alio  much  troubled  with  earthquakes.  The 
king  of  Spain  has  always  a  viceroy  there,  who  has  his 
refidence  half  a  year  at  Palermo,  and  the  relt  at  Mef- 
fina.  The  Sicilians  are  revengeful,  haughty,  and 
jealous ;  efpecially  of  the  French,  wjiom  they  fufpcifl 
not  to  have  forgotten  the  Sicilian  Vefpers  :  and  for 
that  reafon  always  wear  their  daggers  by  their  (ide, 
even* in  their  fliops  and  work- houfes.  From  Medina 
he  coafted  along  by  Syracufe,  now  corruptly  called 
Saragoufia,  formerly  the  metropolis  of  Sicily,  and 
birth-place  of  Archimedes  \  the  country  about  which 
produces  excellent  mufcadine  :  he  next  made  the  ifle 
of  Malta,  anciently  called  Melita,  from  the  plenty  of 
honey  ic  yielded. 

Malta  is  a  low  ifland,  and  the  foil  a  fofc  chalky 
rock,  yet  it  produces  very  good  fruits  j  but  little  or 
no  corn,  for  that  is  brought  from  Sicily  thither.   The  , 
air  is  fo  hot,  that  there  is  no  walking  in  the  fun  •,  and 
■the  nights  are  as  intolerable,  through  the  Hinging  of 
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mnfl^etot's.  riead-aches  and  fore  eyf*?,  caufed  by  tr.<? 
whiicncfs  of  the  e;irth,  are  there  common  and  dan- 
gerous. There  are  no  venomous  beafcs  in  the  ille, 
which  the  people  attribute  to  St.  Paiii's  benedidion. 
The  illand  is  populous ;  the  people  are  of  a  brown 
complex'on,  and  are  very  reVenl^eful  ^  the  women  are 
beautiful  and  familiar.  i  hey  fpeak*  Arabic,  but 
Italian  is  alfo  common. 

Here  are  fci^eral  ports  and  creeks,  but  th.e  chief 
havens  are  the  great  port,  and  thit  called  Marfa- 
mouchet.  In  the  }T;reat  port  are  all  the  gallics  of  tli<e 
order  laid  up,  and  all  tlic  vefiels  that  are  to  make  any 
Itay  at  Malta,  either  to  load,  careen,  or  refit,  put  in 
there  :  it  is  fliut  with  an  iron  chain.  The  port  of  Mar- 
lamouchct  is  for  lliips  to  perform  their  quarantine  in, 
before  they  have  acceis  to  the  town,  and  for  fuch  as 
by  reafon  of  foul  weather  cannot  get  into  the  great 
port  •,  as  alfo  for  tiie  Corfairs,  who  come  only  for  a 
little  time,  and  fo  will  not  go  into  the  great  port,  be- 
caufe  it  is  hard  to  get  out  again.  As  iooaas  the  king 
Of  Spnin  had  given  the  ifland  of  Malta  to.  the  knights 
of  St.  John  of  Jeruialem,  lultan  Solyman  refolved  to 
extirpate  them,  and  fent  a  powerful  army  to  take  it: 
but  the  Turks  defpairing  of  fucceis,  left  the  ifle  in  the 
end  of  September,  1565. 

.  When  the  Turks  were  gone,  the  knights  refolved 
to  build  a  new  town,  where  the  great  mailer  with  all 
the  order  might  conveniently  dwell.  They  pitched 
upon  the  tongue  of  land  where  the  caftle  of  St.  Erme 
Hands,  from  whence  the  Turks  had  fofurioufly  driven 
them.  The  great  mailer  John  la  Valetta  laid  the  firft 
Hone  of  ir,  March  28,  1566,  and  from  himfelf  called 
it  Valetta:  it  has  been  fo  fortified  fince,  that  few 
places  can  equal  it. 

From  the  port  you  go  up  an  hill  to  the  town, 
\vhich  is  fmall,  but  very  pretty.  It  hath  but  two 
gates,  one  leading  to  ti.e  pert,  the  other  into  the 
country.  There  are  feveral  cluirches  in  ir,  but  that 
of  Sr,  John  Ji  the  chief.     It  is  a  large  building,  paved 
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with  beautiful  marble,  and  adorned  with  many  co-  \ 
lours  taken  from  infidels.  In  this  church  they  pre- r 
tend  to  have  many  fine  rcliques,  as  St.  John  BaptiiVs  ; 
right-hand,  and  many  others.  I'hcre  arc  feveral  ad- 
mirable buildings  in  the  town  j  among  otiiers  the  , 
llately  palace  of  the  great  malltr,  in  whi'^h  is  a  ma-  , 
gazine  of  arms  tor  35  or  .40,000  men,  k-epc  very 
clean  and  in  great  order :  and  among  them  {\\£;  arms  , 
of  fuch  great  inafters  as  hav<::  been  vvounded  in  anv  • 
action  with  the  Turks,  are  to  be  fcen  with  the  marks  ' 
upon  them.  . 

Leaving  MaUa,  he  failed  by  the  ifle  of  Saplcnza, 
and  having  weathered  Cape  Matapan,    came   10  an 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  INichola?;,  in  the  Hie  of  Ce- 
rigo.     Cape  Marapan  is  a  promontory  of  the  Morea,  > 
formerly  called  Tenarus  :  this, country  is  inhabited  by 
the  Meinots,  a  people  who  live  in  the  mountains 
without  law  or  governmeat,  and  are  fubjed:  to  thole  , 
who  have  moll  power  in  the  country  j  fometimcs  the  : 
Venetians,  and  {ometimes  tlie  Turks.     All  their  bufi- 
neis  is  to  rob  travellers.     Cerigo  is  the  firlt  illand  in  . 
the  Archipelago,  or  yl^geaa  Sea,  60   miles  in  com- ,  -  • 
pafs,  and  5  from  the  main  land.     The  Venetians  are 
raafters  of  it,  and  keep  a  good  garrifon  there,  becauie 
it  is  a  pafs  of  very  grea:  importance.  '.         "  -  •^ 

The  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  anciently  termed  , 
the  ^'Egean  fea,  lie  to  the  eaft  of  Turky  in  Europe, 
and  are  comprifed  by  ancient  geographers  under  twq 
general  names ;  thoie  called  the  Cyclades,  or  the  Cir- . 
cle  Iflands,  from  their  forming  a  kind  of  circle  round . 
Delos ;  and  thofe  which  lying  fcattered  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  Delos  were  called  the  Sporades,  oi'  Scat- 
tered Illands.  ~        .        , 

From  Cerigo,  he  failed  to  Zia,  leaving  many  in- 
confidcrable  iflands  on  the  right-hand,  as  Melo,  An- 
timelo,  &c.  This  ifle  was  anciently  called  Ceos,  or 
Cea  •,  it  is  fliaped  like  an  horfe-flioe,  and  is  50  miles  in 
circumference.  The  inhabitants  pay  a  tribute  to  the 
f  urks  of  3400  piaflircs,  and  to  the  Venetians  2600,. 
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befide  the  extortions  and  robberies  they  meet  with, 
which  fo  impoverifh  them,  that  they  are  often  forced 
to  leave  their  habitations.  .        '  '" ' 

From  Ziu  he  failed  to  Andra,  anciently  called  An- 
dros,  60  miles  from  it,  and  80  in  circuit.  It  is  reck- 
oned the  moft  fertile  ifland  of  the  Archipelago.  ]c 
produces  alT.oIl  all  things  neccHary,  and  fillc  more 
efpccially,  for  which  tluy  have  a  great  trade.  The 
port  is  pretty  good,  i.nd  the  town  adjoining  to  it  hath 
about  2GO  houles.  There  ij  a  great  nun^ber  of 
Greek  churches  in  the  iOe,  which  aie  •;pder  the  go- 
vernmeni:  and  dilcipline  of  a  Greek  biHiop.  The 
Latins  ailb  iuive  a  bifliop  there,  and  fix  churc:ier),  of 
vvh.ch  the  c::ciiedral  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew.  The 
capuchins  preach  in  the.r,  and  teach  a  fchool,  to 
which  the  Greeks  fend  their  children  from  as  far  as 
Athens.  The  Turks  difpofe  of  the  temporal  afiairs 
of  this  ifle,  and  are  but  uneaiy  neighbours  to  the 
Chriinans.  'J"he  inhabitants  ate.  civil  j  their  women 
are  chaile,  and  fpeak  well,  but  their  apparel  is  unbe- 
coming. The  inhabitants  of  tiie  towns  love  good 
cheer  and  diverficns,  and  care  not  much  to  labour ; 
but  the  peafants  are  very  induRrious.  They  have 
neither  phyfician  nor  chirurgeon,  but  when  they  are 
fick,  betake  themfelves  to  the  mercy  of  God  as  their 
only  remedy. 

From  Andra  he  failed  by  the  Negropont,  Sciro, 
Ipficera,  Chio,  and  Tcnedo,  to  Troy,  where  there 
are  ftill  confiderable  ruins  of  that  ancient  and  famous 
city,  and  thcfe  of  great  extent ;  viz.  on  harbour, 
pieces  of  large  pilhirs,  and  the  remains  of  a  great 
temple :  but  the  learned  fay,  that  they  are  only  the  ruins 
pf  fome  buildings  ereded  there  by  the  Romans  long 
after  the  deftrudion  of  Troy.  From  hence  he  pafied 
the  mouths  and  entered  the  chani;iel  of  the  Hellefpont, 
where  the  Turks  firft  pafii/d  over  into  Europe  •,  and 
failing  betwixt  the  caftles  of  the  Dardanels,  came  to 
an  anchor.  The  Dardanels  are  two  caftles,  built  on 
tach  fide  the  channel  of  the  Hellefpont  by  Mahomet 
^  ^  •  •  IL 
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n.  fon  of  Amurath  II.  The  one  Hands  in  Europe, 
in  Romania,  in  the  very  place  where  Seftos  formerly 
flood.  This  caftle  is  triangular,  and  befide  two  bai- 
tions,  hath  three  towers  covered  with  lead,  and  20 
large  guns,  \yhich  carry  ftone  bulkts  of  60  pounds 
weight.  The  otiier  is  in  Afia,  in  a  plain  where  an- 
ciently Abidos  flood.  Thefe  two  forts  are  the  keys 
of  Conllantinople,  though  at  200  miles  diftance  -,  for 
they  can  hinder  any  fliip  to  pais  them  without  leave. 
All  fliips  that  come  from  Conftantinople,  are  fearche4 
here  for  contraband  goods  and  fugitive  flaves.  Thefe 
places  are  famous  for  the  loves  of  Hero  and  Leander, 
and  Xerxcb's  bridge  into  Europe,  which  was  made 
hereabout.     From  Andra  to  this  caftle  is  280  miles. 

From  thence  he  failed  to  Galliopoli,  which  is  but 
thinly  peopled  :  The  Greeks  that  dwell  in  it  fell  raki, 
or  brandy,  for  the  moft  part ;  and  their  houfes  have 
doors  not  above  f]x  feet  high,  to  keep  out  tlie  Turks, 
who  will  ride  in  elfe  when  they  are  drunk,  and  turn  all 
things  upfide  down.  It  has  a  tower  and  arfenal, 
where  are  commonly  laid  up  feveral  gallies. 

Departing  thence  he  palled  the  iile  of  Marmora, 
which  gives  name  to  the  fea  that  was  formerly  called 
the  Propontis,  and  failing  along  by  the  Seraglio  and 
Conftantinople,  came  to  an  anchor  at  Galata,  where 
is  the  harbour  of  that  city.  The  fea  of  Marmora,  or 
the  Propontis,  which  is  about  120  German  leagues  in 
compafs,  lies  between  the  j8°  and  41"  of  northern  la- 
titude, which  makes  the  clime  fo  temperate,  that  it 
has  neither  the  inconveniencies  of  fharp  cold,  or 
burning  heats,  which  is  the  reafon  that  both  fides  of 
it  has  been  fo  well  adorned  with  famous  cities.  On 
the  Afian  lide  ftood  Ghizico,  a  town  formerly  famous 
not  only  for  being  built  by  the  Argonauts  500  years 
before  Rome,  but  for  its  lofty  towers,  magnificent 
buildings,  large  arfenals  and  mag'^zmes,  fine  amphi- 
theatre and  convenient  port,  though  nothing  now  re- 
mains of  all  thefe  things  but  frightful  ruins. 
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Nice,  called  by  the  Turks  Ifnich,  a  city  famous  for. 
the  firlt  general  council,  is  almoft  fquarc,  and  ftand^^ 
at  the  exiremitv  of  a  bay  in  a  fine  plain.  It  is  mcom- 
pafTcd  wiih  walls  full  of  round  turrets,  and  had  a  co- 
vert-way that  ran  by  them,  but  it  is  now  ruined. 
The  city  is  large,  the  ftrcets  neat,  and  has  at  lead 
10,000  inhabitants,  as  well  Greeks  as  Jews  and. 
Turks,  who  trade  in  corn,  fruit,  cotton,  fine  cloth, 
&c.  to  Conflantinople.  There  are  here  many  re- 
mairs  of  Pagan  and  Chridian  antiquities,  but  f )  de- 
faced by  the  Turks,  that  nothing  admirable  is  to  be 
difcerned. 

Montagma,  or  Nicopolis,  Hands  on  a  bay  anciently 
called  Cianus  sSinus,  from  the  city  of  Cium,  which 
once  flood  there.  This  town  is  fmall,  but  bv  means 
of  the  bay  drives  a  great  trade  to  Condantinople  :  the 
inhabitants  arc  about  5  or  6000  Greeks,  Turks,  and 
Jews,  and  arc  aU  merchants.  • 

Nicomcdia,  next  to  Conllantinople,  lias  the  plea- 
fanteft  firuaiion  of  any  city  in  ^ he  world.     It  ftands  at 
the  bottod  of  a  bay,  and  runs  up  the  fide  of  an  hill, 
adorned  with   maiiy  fountjiiis,  and  is  covered  with 
fruit-trees,  vine\  itds,  and  corn.     Here  are  abundance 
of  remains  of  luuiquity,  enough  to  fatisfy  the  curio- 
fity  of  travellers.     It  is  fiiniour;  ;br  the  deith  of  Han- 
nibal andConfbantine  the  GrcaL,  for  the  early  conver' 
fion  of  its  inhabitants  to  Chriilianity,  and  the  many 
martyrs  who  felled  the  fith  with  their  blood.     It  is 
called  Ifmic  by  the  Turks,  ard  is  a  large  and  popu- 
lous city,  having  about  50,000  inhabitants,  Greeks, 
Armenians,  Jetvs,  and  Turks  •,  v.'ho  mod  of  them  live 
by  trading  in  filks,  cotton-wool,  linen-cloths,  fruits, 
earthen  and  glafs-wares,  and  feveral  other  commodi- 
ties, which  make  it  a  city  of  orv.'at  traffic.     There  are 
many  Greek  churches  and  fair  mofques,  with  feveral 
inns  and  neat  bazars,  or  market-places,  in  this  town. 
Mod  of  the  fhips  and  vefTels  v,  hicH  belong  10  Con- 
itantinople  are  built  here,  but  they  are  forry  artifts  at 
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(hip-building.  On  the  right  fide  of  the  bay  of  Nico- 
media  is  a  fountain  of  mineral  water,  which  the  Turks 
and  Greeks  fay,  cures  all  diftempcrs.   * 

Chalcedon.  This  town  was  once  famous  for  the 
^emples  of  Venus  and  Apollo.  Many  Chrirtian 
churches  were  built  here  ;  and  among  them  one  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Huphemia,  where  the  fourth  general 
council  fat,  and  in  part  of  which,  as  it  ftill  remains, 
the  Greeks  have  yet  their  religious  worlhip.  It  is 
now  reduced  lo  a  village  of  looo  or  1200  houfes,  and 
thofe  very  ruinous.  The  city  gives  name  to  the 
ftreights  adjoining,  which  are  called  Frctum  Chalccr 
donicum,  Bcfphorus  Chalcedonius,  as  wtH  as  Bof- 
phorus  Thracius.  Near  it  is  a  light-houfe  and  a 
pleafure-houil'  belonging  to  the  gr  .nd  fi[>nior. 

On  the  Thracian  fide  ftands  Rodoflo,  or  Radiflo, 
a  town  wcilfituated  at  the  extremity  of  a  bay,  which 
affording  it  a  very  good  hnven,  fills  it  with  inhabitants, 
who  drive  a  trade  .ill  over  rhrace,  the  Propoiitis,  and 
Black 


Sea. 


-  Perinthus,  or  Heraclea,  which  once  gave  law  to 
Byzantium,  bur  now  is  i"ubje6t  10  ijt.  This  town  hath 
two  good  havens  belonging  to  it,  but  (^ne  of  liiem  is 
fo  choaked  up  with  the  rubbiih  and  filth  of  the  city, 
that  it  ferves  only  for  oarks  and  faicks.  The  amphi- 
theatre of  Heraclea  was  one  of  thvi  feven  wonders  of 
the  world  •,  but  now  there  are  only  Ibme  fiiattered  ruins 
of  it.  There  are  alfo  to  b^  feen  many  pedeftals  with 
Greek  inlcriptions  to  Sevcrus,  Trajan,  and  other  em- 
perors, who  had  conferred  any  fignal  benefit  upon  the 
city  1  but  the  llatues  which  once  ftood  upon  them  are 
thrown  down  and  demolilhed.  The  town  at  prefent 
is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  drives  but  a  fmall  trade. 
The  cathedral  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  all  Greece,  having 
a  handfome  roof,  and  being  very  neat  in  the  infide, 
and  better  contrived  than  the  patriarchal  church  of 
Conftantinople.  There  are  five  or  fix  churches  befide, 
but  none  of  them  in  lo  good  a  condition  as  the  former, 
and  two  of  them  are  wholly  difufed. 
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In  the  Propontis  sre  fcvcral  iflands  ;  that  of  Mar- 
mora, which  gives  name  to  the  whole  fea,  is  about 
ten  leagues  in  compais.  Nearer  to  Conllantinople 
lies  another  knot  ot'illands,  called  by  the  Turks  Papas 
Adafli,  by  the  Greqks  Papa  Donilla,  or  the  IHands 
of  the  Monks  •,  and  by  the  Europeans,  The  Pope^s 
JJles.  If  Conftantinople  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chriftians,  thefe  iflands  would  be  a  perfect  paradife  ^ 
but  being  fubjed  to  the  ravages  of  the  Turks,  who 
ofcen  go  thither  to  be  drunk,  and  in  their  heat  rifle 
their  gardens  and  vineyards,  they  lie  in  a  manner  un- 
cultivated :  and  only  a  few  Caloyers  manure  a  little 
bit  of  land  by  the  monafteries  for  herbs  and  roots  for 
their  own  ufe.  Thefe  Caloyers  are  monks  of  St.  Ba- 
fil,  who  retain  the  ancient  way  of  living  and  habit, 
without  any  alteration.  They  lead  a  very  retired  and 
auftere  life,  and  never  eat  any  ficfh.  They  obfcrve 
four  lents  in  the  year,  befide  feveral  other  fafts  ;  and 
fome  among  them  are  fo  abflemious  as  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  eating  a  little  bread  and  pulfe,  drefled  with 
fait  and  wat  r,  once  a-day  :  and  others  by  cuftom 
have  brought  themfelves  to  eat  once  in  two  or  three 
days,  durin:^  their  lents.  It  is  faid,  fome  will  eat 
but  feven  times  in  the  fevcn  weeks  of  their  longefi: 
lent,  though  liils  f-cmb-  improbable.  The  refl.  order 
matters  cunningly  :  for  though  indeed  they  cat  no 
butter,  fifh,  eggs,  or  oil,  and  drink  no  wine  j  yet 
they  ufe  other  things  luxurioufly,  as  oyfters,  cavear, 
and  Ihell-iifh,  almonds,  piflachos,  and  nuts,  aqua 
vitJE,  coffee,  and  fiicrbet,  &c. 

Conftantinople  has  the  happiefl:  fituation  of  any 
city  in  the  world.  It  lies  in  Europe  upon  a  point  of 
the  main  land,  jetting  out  toward  the  Bofphorus  of 
Thrace,  from  whence  it  is  but  half  an  hour's  palfage 
into  Afia.  On  the  right-hand  is  the  White  Sea,  or 
Propontis,  by  which  there  is  an  eafy  paflage  into  Afia, 
Egypt,  and  Africa,  whereby  it  is  fupplied  with  all 
the  commodities  of  thofe  places.  On  the  left-hand  it 
hath  the  Black  or  Euxine  Sea,  and  Palus  Masotis,  by 
Hi  ,  which 


T^f 


TO  THE  LEVANT. 


ir 


which  it  is  furnifhed  with  all  the  commodities  of  the 
North  •,  infomuch  that  there  is  nothing  that  can  be 
pecefiary,  ul'eful,  or  pleafant,  which  is  not  brought 
plentifully  to  Conftantinople  :  the  winds  always  ferv- 
ing  to  bring  in  commodities  from  one  of  thole  parts. 
The  port  is  by  nature  the  lovelicft  in  the  world,  being 
fix  miles  in  compafs,  and  a  mile  over  ;  and  fo  deep  in 
fill  places,  that  a  fliip  may  lay  her  head  alhorc  with- 
out danger.  It  was  anciently  called  Byzantium,  and 
was  built  by  Pau^anias,  king  of  Sparca.  The  em- 
peror Severus  dcmoiimed  it,  to  puniili  the  rebellion 
of  the  inhabitants,  anc!  Conilantine  the  Great  rebuilt 
it,  calling  it  New  Rome  firil,  and  then  Conftanti- 
nople. Being  afterward  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  it 
fometimes  bean  the  name  of  Parthenopolis ;  the 
Turks  call  it  Iftambol,  or  Stamboul.  After  the  di- 
vifion  of  ihe  Roman  empire,  it  was  the  feat  of  the 
Eaftein  emj  erois,  from  whom,  in  1209,  it  was  taken 
by  the  Venecians  and  French,  but  recovered  by  the 
Palaiologi  fifty  years  after,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  I'urks  on  Whitfunday,  1453,  who  have  kept  it 
ever  lincc  The  air  in  fummcr  would  be  very  hot 
and  incommodious,  were  ic  not  cooled  by  a  breeze 
which  comes  every  afternoon  from  the  mouth  of  the 
port,  by  which  it  is  rendered  very  healthful  ;  fo  that 
ho  difeafes  are  known  here  but  the  plague,  which 
makes  a  great  havock  every  year.  It  is  very  fubjeft 
to  earthquakes,'  fo  (that  fometimes  two  happen  in  a 
day.  The  figure  of  it  is  triangular,  one  fide  lying 
toward  the  Propontis,  the  other  on  the  port,  and  the 
third  toward  the  land.  It  is  all  encompafled  with 
good  walls,  and  to  the  land-fide  they  are  double ; 
being  built  in  fome  places  of  free-ftone,  and  in  others 
of  free-ftone  and  brick.  It  hath  22  gates,  6  toward 
the  land,  as  many  along  the  port,  and  10  on  the 
itreight  of  the  Propontis.  The  whole  city  is  about 
twelve  miles  in  comipafs. 

The  caftle  of  the  feven  towers  joins  the  double 
\yalls  on  the  continent  fide  to  thofe  that  lie  upon 
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the  Propontis.  It  was  anciently  one  of  the  city  gates, 
called  Ihe  Gilded  Gaie,  from  the  gilt  ornaments  of  it, 
and  had  four  turrets ;  but  Mahomet  II.  becoming 
mafter  of  Conftantinople,  added  three  new  ones,  and 
made  it  a  caftle,  ftrong  enough  to  keep  the  treafures 
of  the  empire,  and  for  that  purpofe  it  ferved  a  long 
time.  At  prcfent  it  is  only  ufed  as  an  honourable 
prifon,  where  the  grand  fignior  fhuts  up  fuch'perfons 
of  quality  and  flaves  of  note  as  hav^  incurred  his  dif- 
pleafure.  If  any  Chriftians  are  confined  in  it,  their 
priefts  are  allowed  to  come  and  fay  mafs  to  them  in  a 
little  chapel ;  and  if  they  are  knights  of  Malta,  or 
other  perfons  of  quality,  they  are  allowed  to  go  out, 
if  an  ambaflador,  or  other  peribn  of  note,  will  be  en- 
gaged for  their  return.  S.ultan  Ofman  and  Heuflein 
Balhaw  were  ftrangled  in  this  caftle. 

Without  the  wails,  hard  by  one  of  thefe  ca  lies,  are 
two  large  ftatues  of  white  marble  in  bafle  relief-,  the 
one  feems  to  be  Endimion,  with  Diana  coming  down 
to  fee  him  -,  and  the  other  the  nine  mufes,  with  the 
horfe  Pcgafus.  They  are  done  by  a  good  hand,  but 
inferior  to  rome  pieces  in  Europe.  In  going  by  fea 
from  this  caftle  to  the  Seraglio,  there  is  a  fquare  tower 
(landing  in  ihe  Tea,  at  about  two  paces  from  the  city 
waUs,  where,  they  fay,  Juftinian  jmprifoned  Belifa- 
Hus,  his  famous  general,  out  of  meer  jealoufy ;  and 
having  ftript  him  of  all,  forced  him  to  beg  his  fub- 
fiftence^of  charitable  paflengers.  Not  far  from  this 
tower  .15  aj;fountain,  tc  which  the  Greeks  always  pay 
a  ^ie*t*^neration,  and,  upon  the  day  of  Chrift*s 
irafisfiguration,  carry  their  fick  to  It,  to  whom  they 
give  fome  of  the  waters,  and  cover  their  bodies  a 
Jwh%  with  the  fand  ;  and  they  fay,  wonderful  cutes 
Ifcuflp*^  been  thus  done  by  it.  The  Greeks  have  abun- 
dance of  thefe  miraculous  fountains,  which  they  fu- 
.  perftitioufly  honour,  and  the  priefts  encourage  them 
in  it  for  their  own  gain.  Near  this  fountain  ftands 
the  kiofke,  or.pleafure-houfe  of  the  Boftangi  Balha, 
or  oyerfcer  of  the  gardens.     Beyond  this  kiolke  are 
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feveral  cannon  planted,  fo  as  to  llrike  any  (hips  that 
pafs,  between  wind  and  water  ;  to  hinder  the  entrance 
into  the  feraglic  or  port,  if  any  fhould  attempt  it  by 
force.  Thefe  pieces  are  always  charged,  but  never 
difcharged,  iinlefs  it  be  upon  folemn  fcafts,  or  public 
rejoicings. 

After  you  have  pafled  the  cannon,  and  doubled 
the  cape,  where  is  a  fountain,  from,  which  mod  of 
the  fhips  take  in  freili  water,  you  come  to  two  kiofkes, 
built  by  fultan  Soliman,  to  view  the  going  out  and 
coti)ing  in  of  the  men  of  war,  and  divert  himfelf 
with  his  women.  Thefe  are  all  the  remarkable  things 
without  the  walls,  both  of  the  city  and  feraglio.  We 
will  now  go  into  the  city. 

Conitandnople,  like  antient  Rome,  (lands  upon 
feven  little  hills ;  and  the  houfes  are  fo  difpofed,  that 
one  takes  not  away  the  fight  from  the  other.  The 
flreets  are  narrow  for  the  moll  part,  but  there  are  fe- 
veral (lately  buildings  in  them,  and  grand  mofques  ; 
of  which  the  mod  magnificent  is  that  of  Santa  Sophia. 
This  was  antiently  a  chriftian  church,  built  by  the 
emperor  Juftin,  enlarged,  enriched  and  adorned  by 
Juftinian,  and  dedicated  to  Hagia  Sophia,  the 
Wifdom  of  God.  The  Turks  have  changed  it  into 
a  mofque,  but  retain  the  name.  This  fabric  is  fquare 
without,  but  round  within  -,  and  has  a  dome  in  the 
middle,  in  the  form  a  flatted  globe,  which  is  a  Angu- 
lar kind  of  arcbitedure.  It  is  paved  with  fine  marble, 
and  matted,  that  the  cold  may  not  hurt  fuch  as  come 
to  worlhip  without  flippers.  There  is  a  tomb,  which, 
the  Turks  fay,  is  Conftantine's  j  and  a  (tone,  on  which, 
they  believe,  the  Virgin  wa(hed  our  Lord's  linen,  and 
on  that  account  they  bear  a  great  reverence  to  it. 

The  church  was  ornamented  in  mofaic  with  crolTes 
and  image:  of  Chrift:,  the  Holy  Ghod,  the  Virgin, 
and  other  faints-,  which  yet  appear,  though  the  Turks 
have  endeavoured  to  deface  them,  from  their  hatred 
to  images.  Within  are  two  galleries,  one  over  an- 
other, that  gQ  round  the  church,  and  arc  fupported 
^     .  by 
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by  62  pillars  •,  which,  it  is  fuppofcd,  were  for  the 
women  when  it  was  a  church.  On  the  outfide  of 
the  church  are  four  ftceplcs,  very  high  and  flendcr, 
on  which  are  Tcveral  balconies,  from  whence  the  Mae- 
zims  call  to  prayers.  It  is  big  enough  to  hold  40,000 ; 
which  number  ufually  meet  in  it  at  their  bairam,  or 
paflbver.  Befide  this  mofque,  there  are  feven  others, 
called  Royal  or  Imperial,  of  which  the  chief  is  called 
Solimania,  becaufe  it  was  built  by  fultan  Soliman  ; 
whofe  coffin  remains  in  it,  adorned  with  carpets,  a 
turban  fet  with  heron-feathers  and  precious  (tones, 
and  lamps  burning.  Several  alcorans  are  chained  to 
it,  that  the  people  may  rearl  them,  and  pray  for  the 
defund*s  foul  j  and  fome  are  hired  to  do  it :  for  the 
grand  fmniors  take  care  to  leave  a  fund  for  continual 
prayers  to  be  faid  for  them  after  their  death.  Near 
this  there  is  another,  where  lies  the  body  of  a  fultana, 
whom  Soliman  loved  cxtreamly ;  as  alfo  of  fultan 
Selim,  his  fecond  fon.  This  mofque  hath  a  moft 
lovely  cloifter,  with  bagnios  and  fountains.  The 
new  mofque,  built  by  fultan  Achmet,  is  one  of  the 
faireft  and  moft  magnificent  in  Conftantinople.  But 
the  faireft  of  all  the  mofques  are  thofe  of  fultan  Me- 
hemmer,  fultan  Selim,  and  that  which  is  called  Chah- 
zadeh  Mefdgidi,  i.  e.  The  King's  Son's  Mofque,  being 
built  by  one  of  Soliman's  fons,  and  another  of  Baja- 
zet.  All  thefe  mofques  have  hofpitals  and  fchools, 
where  a  great  many  poor  fcholars  are  maintained  and 
educated. 

Moft  of  the  ancient  ftatues,  obelifks  and  pillars,  fet 
up  by  Conftantine  and  his  fucceflbrs,  are  entirely 
ruined  •,  yet  the  large  Hippodrome,  called  by  the! 
Turks,  Atmeidan,  where  they  excrcifed  their  horfcs 
in  racing,  is  ftill  to  be  feen.  It  is  a  large  fquare,  550 
paces  long,  and  1 50  broad.  In  the  midft  of  it  is  an 
obeliik,  tolerably  entire,  marked  with  hieroglyphic  let- 
ters ;  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  it,  a  pretty  high 
pillar,  made  of  large  ftones,  laid  one  upon  another 
withoyt  cement ;  and  toward  the  end  of  it  is  a  pillar 
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made  of  three  brazen  ferpents  twifted  together,  the 
heads  making  the  capital.  It  was  laid  to  be  the 
Talifman  or  Spell,  railed  by  Leo  Ifauricus  the  empe- 
ror, againft  ferpents. 

The  Grand  Beziftan,  or  Exchange,  is  a  noble  build- 
ing :  it  is  a  great  round  hall,  built  of  free-ftone,  and 
furrounded  with  a  thick  wall,  by  which  are  fliops  full 
of  the  richeft  commodities.  It  hath  feveral  gates,  which 
are  fhutfaftat  night;  and  becaufe  no  body  lies  in  it, 
is  guarded  by  feveral  watchmen,    till  it  is  opened 
again.     Each  body  of  merchants  or  tradefmen  have 
an  apartment  by  themfelves,  and  no  man  may  fell 
the  fame  commodities  in  another  place.     There  is- 
another  Beziftan,  but  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  well 
ilocked  with  goods ;    alfo  feveral  Bazars,  or  public 
markets,  in  one  of  which,  called  the  AureE  Bazar,  or 
Womcns  Market,  is  a  marble  pillar  of  an  extraordi- 
nary height,  called  the  Hiftorical  Column,  becaufe 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  which  is  147  feet,  are 
reprefentcd  in  balTa  relievo,  f:veral  expeditions,   bat- 
tles, and  other  remarkable  events,  during  the  em- 
pire of  Arcadius.      It  is  much  defaced,  and  the  houfes 
ttand  fo  near  to  it,  that  one  cannot  have  room  to  exa- 
mine or  find  out  the  figures  of  it :  there  are  flairs  in 
it  to  afcend  up  to  the  top,  but  the  Turks  v;ill  fuffer 
no  man  to  go  up  them.     [Lady  Montague  fays  this 
pillar  fell  down  about  two  years  before  fhe  arrived 
there.]    In  the  quarter  of  the  janizaries,  near  the  hatha 
of  Ibrahim  Balha,  in  the  court  of  a  private  man*s 
houfe,  ftands  the  column  of  the  emperor  Marcian* 
It  is  all  of  fpotted  marble,  about  15  feet  high,  and 
its  capital  of  the  Corinthian  order.     On  the  top  is  a 
fquare  hollow  ftone,  adorned  with  four  eagles  at  each 
corner.     It  is  reafonable  to  think  his  heart  was  put  in 
this  Hone,  and  his  body  buried  under  the  column. 
The  other  is  called.  The  Burnt  Pillar,  becaufe  it  has 
been  lately  burnt  by  a  fire  that  happened  near  it, 
which  has  fo  Ihattered  it,  that  they  have  been  forced 
to  keep  it  tight  with  iron- bars.     It  is  compo'cd  of 
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eight  pieces  of  Porphyrian  marblr,  fo  neatly  joinc<d, 
that  they  iccmecl  but  one  ilone,  till  lUc  fire  damaged 
it,  but  now  they  arc  ail  lecn. 

The  granil  fi|i;nior*s  leraglios  are  alfo  remarkable 
buildings.  They  arc  the  pauictj  where  the  Ottoman 
princes  ordinarily  keep  their  courts.  The  word  is 
taken  from  Serrai,  which  figiuhes  a  noble  houfe. 
There  are  two  fer.jglios  belonging  to  the  grand  fig- 
nior,  viz.  the  Old  and  the  New,  which  latter  being 
much  the  more  noble  building,  is  called  the  Grand 
Seraglio.  It  is  of  a  triangular  form,  two  fides  whereof 
arc  encompafled  by  the  I'hracian  Bofphorus,  and  the 
other  divides  it  from  the  town.  It  fi^ands  in  the  place 
of  the  antient  Byzanti'jm.  It  is  three  miles  in  com- 
pafs,  and  is  cnclofcd  within  a  very  ftrong  wall,  upon 
which  arc  divers  watch-towers,  on  which  the  agliam- 
oglams  watch  night  and  day.  It  hath  many  gates 
both  to  the  fea  and  land-fide,  but  that  toward  the  city, 
is  ufed  daily,  while  the  reft  are  never  opened  but 
upon  fome  fpecial  occafion.  This  gate  is  guarded 
day  and  night  by  the  companies  of  capoochees,  or 
porters,  under  the  command  of  the  capoochee-balhas, 
or  captains  of  the  porters.  A  company  of  janizaries 
watch  without  the  palace,  who  are  to  give  notice  of 
any  accidents  And  by  the  fea-fide,  the  agliam-og- 
lams  watch  in  towers  upon  the  wall,  and  if  any  (hip- 
ping attempt  mifchief,  they  have  ordnance  ready 
charged,  and  the  gunners  lying  clofe  by  them. 

In  this  feraglio  are  many  ftately  rooms,  fuiting  the 
feafons  of  the  year-,  the  greatell  part  whereof  are 
built  upon  plain  ground,  and  fome  upon  the  hills  and 
fea-fide,  which  are  called  KiofivSy  or  banquetting- 
houfes..  Among  thefe  is  the  chamber  where  the  grand 
fignior  gives  audience  to  ambaflTadors,  &c.  This  room 
itands  in  a  court  adorned  with  delicate  fountains,  and 
is  furnilhed  \yith  rich  carpets  and  crimfon  velvet  em- 
broidered with  pearls,  and  the  walls  covered  with 
tine  white  Hones. 
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To  thefc  lodgings  of  the  fultan  belong  fair  gar- 
ilens,  with  all  forts  of  flowers  and  fruits,  plcafant 
tvalks  and  marble  fountains.  There  are  alio  lodgings 
tor  the  women  like  a  nunnery,  wherein  the  fultana 
tjueen,  and  the  other  fultanas,  and  all  the  grand  fig- 
nior's  women  flaves  dwell.  There  are  likcwife  conve- 
nient r?oms  for  t!)c  principal  and  inferior  officers,  all 
well  furniflir'l,  among  which  are  the  Hazineh,  or 
king's  private  trcufury  and  wardrobe,  both  (Irong 
buildings  with  iron  doors,  which  are  kept  contir 
nually  (hut,  and  the  former  fcaled  with  the  king's 
feal.  .  In  the  feraglio  arc  alfo  rooms  for  prayer,  baths, 
fchools,  butteries,  kitchens,  dirtilling-rooms,  places 
to  fwim  in,  to  run  horfes,  and  for  wreilling  and  fhoot- 
>ng  at  buts,  and,  in  a  word,  all  other  conveniencies 
for  a  prince's  palace. 

At  the  entrance  into  the  feraglio  is  a  very  large  and 
ftately  gate,  where  there  is  a  guard  always  (landing 
of  50  capigies.  TJiis  leads  into  a  very  fpacious  court 
of  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fquare,  but  it  is  not 
parted.  The  balhas,  and  other  great  men,  may  ride 
into  it ;  and  near  the  gate  is  a  piazza,  for  the  (helter 
of  men  and  horfes.  On  the  right  fide  of  it  is  an  hof- 
pital  for  all  that  fall  fick  in  the  feraglio,  and  an  eu-, 
nuch,  called  Hafteler  Agafi,  looks  after  them.  On 
the  left  fide  is  a  place  where  they  keep  their  timber 
and  carts,  to  be  ready  for  the  fervice  of  the  palace  5 
and  over  it  an  hall,  where  arc  hanged  up  weapons  of 
antiquity,  as  cimitars,  javelins,  bows,  head-pieces, 
gantlets,  &c.  which  are  lent  to  the  foldiers  when  the 
grand  fignior,  or  chief  vifier,  makes  any  folemn  entry 
into  Contlantinoplc. 

After  having  pa(ted  through  this  great  court,  you 
come  to  another  gate,  lefs  than  the  former,  but  neater 
and  more  -O^Iy ;  in  which  there  ^s  alfo  a  ftately 
purch,  and  a  'guard  of  capoochces.  This  leads  into 
another  court,  lefs  than  the  former,  but  far  mor^ 
beautiful  and  plcafant ;  adqrned  with  fountains  and 
walks,  rows  of  cyprcd^^^  and  grafj-placs  railed  in. 

Vol,  VI.  '-       '    C  *  where 
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where  the  gazels  teed  :  it  is  near  300  paces  fqiiare^ 
and  the  walks  are  paved.  In  this  court  all  muft  walk 
on  foot,  except  the  grand  fignior.  On  both  fides  of 
this  gate  is  an  open  gallery,  where  the  chiaufTes,  or 
purfuivants,  the  janizaries,  or  foot- guards,  and  fpahis, 
or  horfe-guards,  ftand  in  their  ranks,  very  well  ap- 
parelled, when  any  ambafladors  enter,  or  ©n  other 
folemn  occafions.^  In  this  court  are  feveral  kitchens, 
with  their  offices  and  larders,  for  the  fultanas  and 
other  officers  of  the  court.  On  the  left  fide  is  the 
fultan's  little  ftable  for  about  35  horfes  for  his  high- 
nefs*s  ufe,  and  over  it  rooms  for  their  furnitures^ 
which  are  very  rich,  fet  with  jewels,  to  the  admira- 
tion of  all  beholders.  Next  the  ftable  are  rooms  for 
the  officers  of  the  divan,  or  court  of  juftice,  and  by 
them  a  chamber  where  the  "divan  fits  •,  and  a  little  be- 
hind that  is  the  gate  that  leads  to  the  womcns  lodg- 
ings. 

At  the  end  of  this  court  is  the  royal  gafie,  which 
leads  to  the  fukan's  lodgings,  and  may  not  be  entered 
by  any  but  his  attendants^  This  gate  is  kept  by  the 
capee-aga,  or  chief  chamberlain,  and  a  company  of 
white  eunuchs.  The  court  is  paved  with  fine  marblcy 
wrought  with  mofaic  work,  and  adorned  with  curious 
fountains  •,  and  a  lake  where  the  grand  figm'or  has  a 
fine  gilt  boat  for  his  recreation.  In  the  buildings, 
which  are  fumptuous,  are  a  chamber  of  audience,  » 
row  of  fummer-rooms  ftanding  on  a  little  hill,  and 
looking  toward  the  fea  -,  a  large  hall  ftanding  on  pil> 
lars,  and  opening  toward  the  eaft,  and  by  it  the  grand 
fignior's  bed-chamber,  the  walls  of  which  arc  cover- 
ed with  the  fineft  China  metal,  and  the  floors  with 
very  coftly  Perfian  carpets  of  filk  and  goki.  The 
ppfts  of  the  bedfted  are  filver,  the  canopy,  Bolfters, 
itiattrefTes,  and  pallets,  arc  all  of  cloth  of  gold.  Be- 
hind the  hall  is  a  place  to  (hoot  in,  where,  for  that 
purpofe,  are  laid  up  many  bows  and  arrows. 

The  divan  fits  four  days  in  a  week,  viz.  Saturday, 
Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuefday,  upon  which  days  the 

•vizier 


TO  THE  LEVANT. 


19 


fq  Clare/ 
aft  walk 
fides  of 
ifles,  or 
I  fpahis, 
veil  ap- 
>n  other 
icchens, 
nas  and 
e  is  the 
is  high- 
nitures, 
admira- 
oms  for 

and  by 
ittle  be- 
ns lodg- 

,  which 
entered 
t  by  the 
ipany  of 
marble, 
curious 
}r  has  a 
lildings, 
ience,  » 
lill,  anc{ 
J  on  pil- 
le  grand 
c  coven- 
)rs  with 
1.  The 
bolfters. 
Id.  Be- 
fbr  that 

atufday, 
days  the 
•vi2icr 


vizier-azem,  or  chief  vifier,  who  is  the  fupream  judge, 
and  reprefents  the  grand  fignior,  with  all  the  reft  of 
the  vifiers,  the  two  cadilefchers,  or  judges  of  the  ar- 
mies in  Greece  and  Natolia  j  the  three  tefterdars,  or 
treafurersi   the  reifkiraub,    or  chancellor;  the  ne- 
jfhaunge  or  keeper  of  the  mark,  with  their  fecretarics 
and  chrks  *,  the  chiauQi-bafha  and  his  officers,  are  to 
be  at  the  divan  by  break  of  day.     All  caufes  are  de- 
termined by  the  vlzifcr-azem,  if  he  pleafes,  for  the 
baflias  do  not  fpeak,  but  only  hearken  and  attend  till 
he  refers  any  thing  to  their  judgment,  as  he  often  does 
for  expedition,   referving  the  caufes  of  thfi  3;eateft 
confequence  and  importance  to  himfelf,  as  the  caime- 
kam,  or  his  deputy,  does  alfo  in  his  abfence.     The 
petitioners  fpeak  for  themfelves,  or  defire  the  help  of 
a  chiaufti  5  for  they  have  no  pleaders  ®r  attorneys. 
When  the  chief  vifier  hath  heard  their  fuits,  he  con- 
lults  with  the  baflias,  and  then  refolves  and  deter- 
mines them  himfelf.     This  he  doth  ufually  after  din- 
ner, and  then  he  repairs  on  Sundays  and  Tuefdays  to 
the  chamber  of  audience,  to  give  an  account  to  his 
iublime  highnefs  of  what  bufinefs  he  has  difpatched. 
Sometimes  the  grand  fignior  will  come  privately  to  a 
little  window,  which  is  covered  with  a  lattice,  and 
looks  into  the  divan,  to  hear  the  caules;  and  this 
forces  the  chief  vifier  to  ad  circumfpedly  and  juftly 
in  managing  affairs,  while  he  (its  in  the  divan,  though 
at  other  times  his  hands  are  open  to  bribery :  but  all 
things  are  difpatched  without  delay. 

When  an  ambaffador  from  anjj  great  prince  is  to 
kifs  the  grand  fignior's  hand,  the  grand  vifier  calls  a 
great  divan  of  all  the  grandees  of  the  Port,  and  all  the 
chiauflies,  mutafurrakas,  fpahis,  and  janizaries  are 
ordered  by  the  captains  to  drefs  themfelves  in  the  beft 
manner  they  are  able,  and  to  ftand  in  their  places  in 
the  fecond  court.  When  the  divan  is  fet  in  their  or- 
d^r,  the  chief  vifier  fends  a  chiaufli-baflia  with  many 
of  his  chiauflies  on  horfeback,  to  condudt  the  ambaf- 
fador to  the  divan,  where  he  is  placed  clofc  to  the 
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vifier  •,  who  having  ccTmplimcnred  him  a  while,  ^n> 
terrains  him  at  dinner,  and  then  conveys  him  to  * 
room  by  the  imperial  gate  with  his  attendants,  tilt 
the  fuitan  is  ready  to  receive  him.    In  the  mean  time,- 
the  ambaflador's  prefent  is  carried  aboat  the  fecond 
court,  in  fight  of  all  the  people,  and  then  is  brought 
to  the  fuitan  ;  and  the  grand  vifier  fends  the  ambafla- 
dor  feveral  vefts,  appointed  by  the  ancient  rule,  for 
himfelf  and  gentlemen,  to  pu:  on  for  that  ceremony. 
The  veils  for  the  ambaflador  are  of  cloth  of  gold 
of  Burfa,  but  for  the  reft,  they  are  of  little  or  no 
value  •,  yet  the  ambafiador  muft  make  a  prefent  to 
the. grand  fmnior  of  more  than  the  worth  of  them. 
Then  the  ambafifador  is  condudled  by  the  mafter  of 
the  ceremonies  to  kifs  the  ful(an*s  hand  (which  is,, 
indct  d,    but  his  hanging-flecve  j)   which  done,  the 
druggoman,  or  interpreter,  declares  the, ambafiador's 
commifiion  •,  to  which  the  gnnid  fignior  makes  no 
anfwer,  for  he  difdains  to  f|>eak  to  a  Chriftian ;  but 
fpeaking  to  the  chief  vifier,  refers  all  proceedings  to 
his  ciifcretion,  and  fo  the  aimbafiador  departs,  bowing 
his  head  to  the  fuitan,  but  without  pulling  off  his  hat. 
Ambafladors  of  petty  princes,  or  (tates^  chough  they 
have  vefts  given  them  by  the  grand  fignior,  yet  come 
not  to  the  divan,  but  go  privately  with  their  prefents. 
All  ambaflklors  are  maintained  by  the  grand  fignior, 
except  thofe  from  the  dates  of  Venice,  during  their 
abode  at  the  Port ;  but  it  is  hard  to  get  his  allowance^  • 
tliroug-h  the  bafcnefs  of  the  ofnc.ers. 

All  perfons  thit  live  in  the  feraglio,  arc  the  grand 
fignior's  llave^  as  are  alfo  all  that  are  fAjbjefl  to  his 
t-mpire;  for  they  all  acknowledge,  that  whatever 
they  enjoy  proceeds  from  hi.^  good- will,  and  that 
tht  ir  ellaies  and  lives  are  abfolutely  at  his  difpofai. 

I'here  are  in  the  fultan'r.  court  about  1200  women, 
old  and  young.  The  luk;in's  concubines  ate  all 
young  virgins,  llolcn  from  foreign  nations,  inftrudted 
in  dancing,  mufic,  finging,  and  curious  lowing  •,  and 
a't*^  f?iven  Lo  the  p;  and  fir:nior 
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t«rs,  baflias,  and  other  great  men :  fo  that  theirnum- 
ber  is  uncertain.  Thefe  virgins,  immediately  upon 
their  coming  into  the  feraglio,  are  made  Turks,  by 
ufing  this  ceremony  :  they  are  to  hold  up  their  finger, 
and  fay  thefe  words,  **  There  is  no  god  but  God 
alone  •,  and  Mahomet  is  the  meflenger  or  God  :"  and 
then  being  examined  by  an  old  woman,  called  Ka- 
hiyah  Cadun,  i.  e.  the  Mother  of  the  Maids,  they 
are  placed  in  a  room  with  their  equals  in  age  and  dif- 
pofition.  All  the  women  live  like  nuns,  but  have 
large  apartments  to  dwell  in.  Tlieir  beds  are  coarfe 
and  hard,  made  of  flocks  •,  and  by  every  tenth  vir- 
gin lies  an  old  woman,  and  there  are  lamps  always 
burning  by  them.  Near  their  apartments  they  have 
baths  and  fountains  for  their  ufe  ;  and,  above  their 
bed-chambers,  places  to  fit  and  few  in.  They  dine 
in  companies,  and  are  waited  upon  by  other  women  y 
wanting  nothing  that  is  neceffary.  There  are  alfo 
fchools  for  fuch  as  will  learn  to  read  or  fpcalc  the  Tur- 
kilh  tongue,  work  or  play ;  and  fome  hours  are  al- 
lowed them  for  walking  and  recreations. 

[Lady  Montague,  when  at  Conftantinople,  fay??, 
fhe  went  to  fee  the  fultana  Haficen,  favourite  of  the 
late  fultan  Muftjipha,  who  was  depofed  by  his  bro- 
ther, the  then  reigning  emperor. — "  The  fultana, 
fays  fhe,  feeraed  in  a  very  good  humour,  and  talked 
to  me  with  the  utmofl  civility.  I  did  not  omit  this 
opportunity  of  learning  all  that  1  pofTibly  could  of 
■the  feraglio,  which  is  io  entirely  unknown  amonglj 
ns.  She  alTured  me  that  the  flory  of  the  fultan's 
throwing  a  handkerchief,  is  altogether  fabulous  ;  an4 
the  manner,  upon  that  occafion,  no  other  than  this  : 
He  fends  the  kyflar  aga,  to  fignify  to  the  lady  the 
honour  he  intends  her.  She  is  immcdiatply  compli- 
mented upon  it  by  the  others,  and  led  to  -the  bath, 
where  flie  is  perfumed  and  dreflcd  in  tlie  moft  mag- 
^nificent  and  becoming  manner.  The  emperor  pre- 
cedes his  vifit  by  a  royal  prefent,  and  then  comes  into 
htr  apartmeiU:  neither  is  there  any  fuch  thing  as  her 
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creeping  in  at  the  bed's  foot.  She  Gid,  that  th^  firft 
he  made  choice  of,  was  always  after  the  firft  in  rank, 
and  not  the  mother  of  the  cldcft  foh,  as  other  writers 
would  make  us  believe.  Sometimes  the  fultan  di- 
verts himfelf  in  the  company  of  all  his  ladies,  who 
fland  in  a  circle  round  him.  And  fhe  confeflcd,  they 
were  ready  to  die  with  envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  happy 
Jhe,  that  he  diflinguifhed  by  any  appearance  of  pre- 
ference."] 

If  any  one  conceives  by  the  fultan,  and  brings  hinit  . 
forth  his  firft  begotten  child,  Ihe  is  called  Sultana 
Queen  ;  and  if  it  be  a  fon,  fhe  is  confirmed  and 
cftablifhed  by  great  feafls  and  folemnities,  and  thence- 
forward has  an  apartment,  fervants,  and  a  large  re- 
venue appointed  her ;  and  alt  perfons  in  the  feraglio 
muft  pay  her  the  refpe^  of  a  queen.     The  other  wo- 
men that  bear  him  children  are  called  Sultanas,  but 
not  Queens  -,  yet  live  in  feparate  apartments,  arc  well 
ferved  and  attended,  and  have  no  want  either  of  mo- 
ney or  apparel,  according  to  their  degree.    But  if  it 
happens  that  the  firft-bcgotten  fch  of  the  q^een,  heir 
to  the  empire,  dies,  and  another  of  the  fultailas  have 
a  fon  to  fucceed  the  deceafed  heir,  the  former  is  de- 
prived of  her  revenue  and  royalty,   but  remains  a 
fultana,  and  the  latter  becomes  queen ;  and  fo  the 
title  runs  from  one  fultana  to  another  by  virtue  of  the 
fon*s  right  to  the  fuccelfion. 

In  times  paft  the  grand  flgnior  was  married  to  the 
queen,  but  now  fhe  paffes  without  celebrating  any 
nuptial  rites;  yet  the  mother  of  the  heir  enjoys  aft 
the  prerogatives  of  a  queen,  and  has  a  guard  of  30 
or  40  black  eunuchs,  under  the  command  of  the 
kizlar-aga,  their  matter,  to  be  employed  on  her  oc- 
cafions.  The  fultanas  never  go  out  of  the  feraglio 
but  in  the  fukan's  company,  and  are  never  fecn  by 
any  butfuch  as  attend  them>  who  are  bliack  eunuchs, 
that  hare  undergone  a  total  amputation  of  every  ex- 
ternal diftiftftion  of  fex. 
...  ^j^ 
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The  grand  (ignior's  daughters,  fiflers.  and  aunts^ 
jliave  their  lodgings  alfo  in  the  fame  ieraglio,  until 
fuch  time  as,  at  their  requell,  the  fultan  ihall  be 
pleafed  to  give  then)  in  marriage ;  and  then  they  come 
forth,  and  carry  each  of  them  a  cheft  alo;ig  with 
them,  which  the  grand  fignior  gives  them  full  of  rich 
;ipparel,  jewels,  and  money,  to  the  value  of  about 
ihirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  befide  what  they 
may  have  hoarded  for  themfelves  before.  If  the 
grand  fignior  be  diipofed  u>  deal  gencroufly  with 
them,  they  are  fuffered  to  carry  with  them  twenty 
women .  (laves,  and  as  many  eunuchs,  and  he  conti- 
nues their  allowance  of  a  thoufand  or  fifteen  hundred 
^fpers  a  day,  which  they  had  in  the  ^raglio,  and  fur- 
niihes  their  houfes  ^  and  if  the  hufband  of  fuch  a 
lady  has  not  an  houfe  fit  for  her^  the  fultan  gives  her 
pne  of  his  own.  As  for  the  hulband,  he  is  to  make 
her  a  bill  of  dowry  of  at  lead  100,000  checquins  in 
money,  belide  vefts,  jewels,  and  other  ornaments, 
which  amount  to  a  great  fum.  Being  married,  they 
converfe  with  mfen  no  more  than  they  did  before,  ex- 
cept their  hufbands  ;  but  only  with  women,  vifiting 
their  old  acquaintance  in  the  feraglio,  but  not  tvith- 
ou^  the  grand  fignior's  leave.  The  fultanas  thus  mar- 
ried, are  for  the  mod  part  their  hufband*s  miftreflcs  : 
(Command  them  as  they  pleafe,  wearing  an  hanjar,  or 
dagger,  in  token  of  their  power  over  them,  and 
fometimes  they  will  put  them  away  and  take  others ; 
and  fuch  a  divorce  commonly  proves  the  death  of  the 
hufband. 

The  other  women  either  grow  old  in  the  feragjio, 
and  fo  are  made  miftredes  of  the  young  ones ;  or  are 
fent  into  the  old  feraglio,  which  they  account  their 
beft  fortune,  becaufc  from  thence  they  may  be  mar- 
ried, with  the  coqfent  of  the  miftrefs;  and  cari^ 
away  the  riches  they  have  got,  which  is  very  confi- 
derable,  partly  by  faving  out  of  the  fultan's  allow- 
ance, and  by  the  prefcnts  made  them  upon  their 
^iran),  and  by  the  baihas  wives.     Hither  alfo,  after 
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th?  fultan's  death,  arc  all  the  fultanas  fenr,  except 
the  fultana  queen  •,  and  if  they  are  wealthy,  they 
marry  to  men  of  reafonable  quality,  yet  with  the 
good  will  of  the  miftrefs,  and  confent  of  the  grand 
fignior.  The  women  of  the  feraglio  are  punilhed 
for  their  faults  very  feverely,  and  are  foundly  beat  by 
their  overfeers :  and  if  they  prove  dilobedient  and 
incorrigible,  they  are,  by  the  iultan*s  order,  fent  into 
the  old  feraglio,  and  the  bell  part  of  what  they  have 
taken  from  them.  But  if  they  are  found  guilty  of 
whoredom,  or  any  other  great  crime,  they  are  bound 
hand  and  foot,  and  being  put  into  a  fack,  are  in  the 
night  call  into  the  fea.  -i 

The  feraglio  may  be  properly  termed  the  feminary 
or  nurfery  of  the  beft  fubje^ls  -,  for  in  it  all  have 
their  education,  who  afterward  become  the  principal 
officers  or  fubordinate  rulers  of  the  (late  arid  affairs 
of  the  empire ;  aod  thefe  are  they  which  are  called 
-the  AgliamOglatis,   i.  e.   unexpert  and  untutored 
youths.   There  are  ordinarily  about  6  or  700  of  them, 
'tVom  12  to  25  or  30  years  of  age  •,  being  all  chriftian 
children,  gathered  up  every  three  years  in  the  Morca 
'  and  throughout  all  the  parts  of  Albania.     They  are 
taken  from  fuch  families  as  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
•bell  fpirit  and  moft  warlike  difpofition ;  and  as  foon 
'  as  they  are  brought  into  the  feraglio,  they  are  circum- 
•cifcd  and  made  Turks.     They  are  at  firll  put  to  very 
i  bafe  and  flavifh  employments,  fuch  as  to  ferve  in  the 
f^^bics,  kitchens  and  gardens,  digging  and  cleaving 
wood,  and  are  made  to  row  in  faicks  or  barges,  and 
to  lead  the  greyhounds  to  courfing,  or  whatever  elfe 
they  are  commanded  to  do  by  the  oda-baftias,  or  cap- 
tains.    They  are  allowed  from  two  to  five  afpers  a 
day  •,  but  afterward,  fuch  as  have  a  dcfire  to  learn, 
are  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  generally  all  of 
them  are  taught  to  wreftle,    leap,  run,  throw  the 
iron- bar,  flioot  the  bow,  difcharge  a  piece,  and  all 
pthcr  exerciles  becoming  a  Turkim  foldier. 
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The  grand  fignior  makes  ufe  of  them,  when  he 
intends  a  journey  to  any  place,  for  pitching  his  tents, 
removing  or  carrying  his  chefts,  and  fuch  like  fervice*; 
for  which  employment  hp  never  takes  with  him  lefs 
than  3  or  400  of  them.  The  bodangee-baflia  always 
takes  with  him  a  good  number  of  them,  when  by  the 
fultan's  order  he  puts  fbme  great  man  to  death,  which 
is  commonly  done  by  the  hands  of  thefe  agliam-og- 
lans.  They  are  capable  of  being  made  ftewards  to 
the  bofta.igee-ba(ha,  and  may  rife  to  that  great  of- 
fice, which  is  an  eminent  places  for  he  hath  the 
keeping  of  all  the  grand  fignior's  gardens  and  houfe^, 
Aeers  the  fultan's  faick,  and  wears  a  turbant  in  the 
ieraglio :  and  if  he  be  in  favour,  he  is  preferred  to 
higher  dignities,  viz.  to  be  captain-bafha,  bafha  of 
Cairo,  Damafcus,  Aleppo,  &c.  and  fomctimes  he 
comes  to  be  vizier-azem,  or  primc-minifter.  . 

There  arc  other  youths  educated  in  the  feraglio, 
called  Ichoglans,  but  in  a  far  better  manner  than 
the  former.  They  are  brought  up  in  learning,  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  law  and  military  cxcrcifcs  for 
the  fultan's  apd  their  country's  fervice ;  and  to  un- 
derlland  thofe  things  which  belong  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  whole  empire.  By  the  ancient  inftitu- 
tion  they  (hould  be  always  made  of  chriftian  rene- 
gados,  and  captives  of  the  nobleft:  that  can  be  found ; 
but  the  capee-aga,  or  chief  chamberlain,  brings  in 
fome  natural- born  Turks,  of  the  beft  afpedts,  and 
who  promife  well,  but  with  the  fultan's  confent.  The 
number  of  them  is  uncertain ;  but  it  is  faid,  they  are 
commonly  about  100.  As  foon  as  they  come  into  the 
feraglio,  they  are  exceedingly  well  inftruded,  and 
daily  taught,  as  well  polite- behaviour,  as  the  rites' 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Mahometan  law,  and  what« 
foever  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of  their  minds. 
Out  of  the  young  men  thus  pcrfeded  and  compleat- 
ed  in  their  education,  t^  king  chufes  his  agas  and 
^alhas. 
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In  the  fcraglio  thejrc  jirc  likewife  other  minifterf 
for  ncccffary  fcrviccsj  as  alfo  buffoons,  tumblers, 
muficians,  ilvrcftlers,  ^nd  mutes.  Thcfc  lad  arc  in 
great  rcqueft,  bccaufe  the  grand  fignior  thinks  it  be- 
Kjw  his  dignity  to  fpeak  to  any  about  him  familiarly, 
and  thercrore  he  makes  himfclf  merry  with  thefe  mutcs^ 
v^ho,  though  deaf  and  dumb,  willreafon  and  difcouriie 
of  any  thitig  by  nods  and  ligns,  as  other  people  dq 
by  words ;  nay,  many  of  them  can  write  very  fen- 
fibly  and  well,  which  is  admirable. 

There  are  alfo  white  eunuchs,  who  attend  the 
grand  fignior  at  his  gate.  1  he  chief  of  them  is  th<: 
capee-aga,  or  chamberlain,  who  is  in  greatcft  autho- 
rity with  the  grand  fignior ;  for  he  alone  is  allowed 
to  fpeak  with  him,  and  prefent  ail  petitions,  mcflages, 
and  writings,  and  accompanies  the  fultan  wherever 
he  goes.  His  falary  is  eight  fultanas  a  day,  i.  c.  about 
three  pounds  fteiling,  befide  prefents  from  all  that 
have  any  bufmefs  with  the  foltan.  They  are  brought 
up  with  the  ichoglans,  and  are  taken  from  the  fburth 
oda  to  ferve  the  grand  fignior,  who  employs  them  ii\ 
the  government  of  his  other  fcraglios,  and  his  femi- 
naries  of  youth  at  Conftantinopk,  Adrianople,  and 
other  places  *,  makes  them  l^Qias  of  Cairo,  Aleppo, 
and  other  cities,  and  fometimes  vifiers  of  the  bench. 
They  are  alfo  trufted  by  the  capee-aga  to  keep  the 
king's  curiofities  and  valuable  rarities.  They  are,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  not  of  much  courage,  yet  they  are 
accounted  of  great  judgment  and  fidelity. 

The  black  eunuchs  and  black  Moor  wenches  ferve 
the  fultanas  and  the  reft  of  the  queen's  women.  Thcfc 
eunuchs,  while  they  are  boys,  are  brought  up  as  the 
white  ones  are,  ancl  after  are  fet  to  ferve  and  wait  at 
the  fultan's  gate,  under  the  command  of  the  kiftar- 
aga.  They  are  allowed  a  penfion  of  fifty,  or  fixty  af- 
pers  a  day,  and  two  vcfts,  with  Knen  and  other  neccf- 
.  iaries  yearly,  befide  prefents  given  them  by  fach  wo- 
men as  come  to  vifit  the  grand  fignior's  women.  Thdy 
-     5  arc 
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are  never  Tent  abroad  on  any  employn  nr,  'Dut  fervc 
for  ever  in  the  fcraglio.  They  are  callcu  by  irhc  r^  incs 
pf  flowers,  as  Rofe,  Karciflus,  &c.  Tl  eir  bufin  fs  is 
to  carry  melFages  and  notes  from  the  fuitanas  to  the 
fcapee-aga,  to  be  delivered  to  the  fultan  ;  and  attend 
upon  the  ladies  in  ficknefs  and  health. 

The  grand  fignior's  fens  by  the  queen,  are  brought 
up  by  themfclves,  by  choice  nurfes,  which  are  found 
out  of  the  feraglio  •,  and  if  he  has  fons  by  other  fui- 
tanas, they  are  brought  up  by  themfelves,  but  may 
play  with  them  till  they  are  fix  or  fcven  years  old. 
They  live  with  the  women  nine  or  ten  years,  and 
about  fourteen  are  circumciied  with  great  pomp,  as 
weddings  arp  kept  among  Chriftians.  The  fons,  from 
five  to  ten  years  of  age,  are  taught  to  write  and  read 
by  an  hojah,  or  fchoolmafler ;  who,  for  that  end,  is 
admitted  into  the  women's  apartment  for  certain 
hours,  but  fees  them  not,  unlefs  two  or  three  old 
ugly  black  Moorifli  women :  but  daughters  are  little 
Regarded.  When  the  fhawhzawdeh,  or  fultan's  fon, 
who  is  heir  to  the  crown,  is  circumcifed,  he  is  fomc- 
times  fent  abroad  with  a  fuitable  equipage,  and  under 
the  care  of  his  principal  and  trufty  eunuchs,  to  be 
governor  of  Magnefia,  and  the  provinces  about  it, 
but  as  deputy  to  his  father.  The  eunuch  is  bound 
to  give  continual  advice  to  the  grand  fignior  of  his 
fon  s  deportment ;  fo  that  if  he  tranfgrefs  the  limits  of 
his  commiflion  in  the  leaft,  he  quickly  falls  into  dif- 
grace,  and  into  a  fufpicion  of  rebellion. 

The  old  feragfio  was  built  by  Mahomet  the  fecond, 
ivhen  he  took  Conftantinople,  to  be  his  own  palace. 
it  is  a  large  place,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
compafs,  and  feated  in  the  nobleft  part  of  the  city. 
It  is  environed  with  ah  high  wall,  and  the  buildings 
are  very  fair.  It  hath  but  one  gate  belonging  to  it, 
and  that  is  of  iron,  which  is  kept  by  a  guard  of  white 
eunuchs.  The  inhabitants  of  it  are  all  women  and 
Eunuchs.  The  women  arc  only  fuch  as  have  been 
put  out  of  the  fultan's  feraglio,  viz.  the  fuitanas  of 
'  ■  the 
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the  deccafed  grand  figniors,  fuch  as  arc  fallen  intodif* 
grace  with  the  fulian  tor  their  ill  conditions  or  rude 
behaviour,  or  fuch  as  are  infirm  or  defective  in  fomc- 
thing  that  (hould  fit  th  m  for  the  fultan's  bed.  They 
are  governed  by  an  old  woman,  called  Kahiya-cadum, 
i.  c.  the  Wo'.ran-overfecr  i  who  is  to  take  care  that 
they  have  all  liiiiigs  neceflary  for  them,  according  to 
the  cullom  of  the  houfe.  The  fultanas  have  lodgings 
aparr,  and  arc  reafonably  well  fcrved,  though  far 
fliort  of  what  they  had  in  the  fult^n's  feraglio.  If 
they  arc  rich  when  fent  thither,  they  take  care  to 
mak^*  it  known,  and  that  procures  them  a  good  huf- 
band  and  joln.i'rc.  The  liiltan  will  fometimes  go 
thither  to  vifit  >  tTrand'rothcr,  futtr,  or  other  rela- 
tions, or  vvh.ii        s  m'.'lancholy. 

There  arc  o  ,  fcraglios  in  Conftajitinople,  which 
belong  to  priv  \c  ^Afions,  but  built  with  an  ugly  ap- 
pearance Uii  i  ar  of  giV'ng  ieaiouly  to  the  grand  fig- 
nior-,  thouvh  v.iihm  the  walls,  which  are  high,  there 
are  very  beaut: lul  apartments,  adorned  y^ith  gold  and 
azure,  and  the  lloors  covered  with  fine  carpets,  ifhe 
walls  faced  with  Ane  tiles  lijce  china.  In  the  halls 
and  chambers  they  have  a  rifing  about  a  foot  higher 
than  the  floor,  which  they  call  a  divan,  covered  with 
richer  carpets  than  the  reft  of  the  room,  and  embroi- 
dered cuihions  fet  rgainft  the  wall.  Here  they  reft, 
receive  vifits,  and  fpend  moft  of  the  day.  There  are 
alio  many  great  buildings  in  the  city  like  monafteries, 
which  they  call  Hans,  with  galleries  and  chambers, 
v;here  merchants  have  lodgings  and  warehoufes  at  cafy 
rates,  viz.  one  or  two  afpers  a  day.  They  bring  in 
a  great  revenue  to  the  owners.  They  are  built  of 
free-Ilone  round  a  court,  which  has  generally  a  foun- 
tain in  it.  The  walls  are  ftrong  and  well  barred  to 
ftcure  the  goods  :  the  faireft  of  them  in  Conftanti- 
nople  is  the  Valida,  built  by  the  grand  fignior*s  mo- 
ther. The  houfes  of  Conftantinople  are  all  of  wopcj, 
very  indifferently  built,  and  very  fubjcdt  to  fires,  froiji 
their  talcing  much  tobacco.     The  ftrectj  ar^  crooked 
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ind  narrow,  (landing^  alfo  up  and  down  hill.     The 

Jaravanfcras  arc  built  as  the  Hans,  but  are  ulcd  only 

to  lodge  poor  travellers,  and  the  fervants  of  die  card- 

ran,  who  have  rooms  there  for  little  or  nothing. 

GaUca  is  the  fuburb  of  Conilantinople,  fcparated 

iby  the  pore  only,  in  which  there  are  laiks,  or  fmall 

[boats,  and  wherries,  to  carry  you  at  all  times  for  a 

fmall  matter.     You  may  go  by  land,  but  it  is  a  little 

Ubour,    ind  you  pafs  by  the  Atmeidan,  or  field  where 

[the  Turks  exercilc  their  archery,  and  go  in  proceflion 

!to  make  prayers  to  God  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms, 

and  whatever  elfe  they  want.     Galaca  is  a  tolerably 

Jarge  place;  the  houfes  are  good  and  well  built.  Many 

Greeks  live  there ;    and  the  Franks,   who  cohabit 

with  them,  have  five  monafterics  and  as  many  churches. 

Jt  has  a  large  tower  in  it,  and  by  the  Tea- fide  the  finefl: 

fifh- market  in  the  world,  where  there  is  great  plenty 

of  all  forts  of  fifh  to  be  had  cheap.     The  Greeks 

keep  here  a  great'  many  taverns,  which  draw  the 

Turks  from  Conftantinople  thither,   who  are  very 

jnfolent  in  their  drink,  and  dangerous  then  to  be  met 

with  ;  fo  that  this  is  one  of  the  greateft  inconvenjen- 

cies  in  Conftantinople. 

Calfumpalha,  a  great  village,  where  is  the  arfenal 
for  building  galleys,  maones  and  fliips,  has  1 20  docks 
and  a  magazine  of  arms  for  6o,oco  men  ;  but  it  is  in- 
accefllble  to  Chriftians.  In  it  are,  befide  theCapou- 
dan-bafhas,  or  admiral's  lodging,  a  fpacious  bagnio 
for  the  grar'  fignior's  flaves,  of  whom  there  are 
many  thouiands,  and  live  very  miferahly.  This 
town  is  divided  from  Galata  only  by  the  burying- 
places. 

Beyond  Galata  lies  Pera,  a  large  borough,  which 
is  feparated  only  by  burying-places.  In  this  town  re- 
fide  the  ambailadors  from  Chrillian  prinses ;  for  the 
emperor's,  king  of  Poland's,  and  the  republic  of 
Kagufa's  only,  may  refide  at  Conftantinople.  Thq 
houfes  are  high  and  handlbme,  being  inhabited  only 
by  Greekis  of  quality.     Over  againft  th.;?  fcragUo,  on 
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the  rlght-fide,  ftands  the  Tophanai  i.  c.  the  place 
where  all  the  guns  and  artillery  are  call,  and  it  gives 
the  name  to  all  the  quarter.  The  hoiifes  of.  thefc 
three  places  (land  fome  higher  and  fome  lower,  like 
an  amphitheatre,  and  form  a  plcafant  profped  from 
the  port  or  fea. 

[The  following  remarks  onConftantinople  are  taken 

from  Lady  Montague. "  'Tis  certain,  there  are 

many  people  that  pafs  years  here  in  Pera,  without 
having  everfeen  Conitantinople,  and  yet  they  i:ll  pre- 
tend to  defcribe  it.      Pera,  Tophana,   and  Galata, 
wholly  inhabited  by  French  Chriftians  (and  which, 
together,  make  the  appearance  of  a  very  fine  town) 
are  divided  from  it  by  the  fea,  which  is  not  above 
half  fo  broad  as  the  broadeft  part  of  the  Thames : 
but  the  Chriftian  men  are  loath  to  hazard  the  adven- 
tures they.  Ibmetimes  meet  with  amongft  the  levcnts^ 
or  feamen  (worfe  monfters  than  our  watermen)  and 
the  women  muft  cover  their  faces  to  go  there,  which 
they  have  a  perfect  averfion  to  do.     'Tis  true,  they 
wear  veils  in  Pera,  but  they  are  fuch  as  only  ferve  td 
ihew  their  beauty  to  more  advantage,  and  would  not 
be  permitted  in  Conftantinople.     Thefe  reafons  deter 
almoft  every  creature  from  feeing  it  •,  and  the  French 
ambafladrels  will  return  to  France  (I  believe)  without 
ever  having  been  there.     You'll  wonder,  Madam,  to 
hear  me  add,  that  I  have  been  there  very  often.  The 
afmack,  or  Turkilh  veil,  is  become  not  only  very 
caiy,  but  agreeable  to  me  •,  and  if  it  v/as  not,  I  would 
be  content  to  endure  fome  inconveniency  to  gratify  a 
pafTion  that  is  become  fo  powerful  with  me,  as  curi- 
ofity.     And  indeed,  the  pleafurc  of  going  in  a  barge 
to  Chelfea,  is  not  comparable  to  that  of  rowing  upon 
the  canal  of  the  fea  here,  where  for  20  miles  together 
down  the  Bol'phorus,  the  molt  beautiful  variety  of 
profpei^s  preient  themfelves.     The  Afian  fide  is  co- 
vered with  fruit  trees,  villages,  and  the  moft  delight- 
ful landikips  in   nature  -,    on  the  European,  fi:ands 
Conftantinople,  fituated  on  fevcn  hills,— The  unequal 
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heights  make  it  feem  as  large  again  as  it  is  (though 
one  of  the  largeft  cities  in  the  world)  lliewing  an 
agreeable  mixture  of  gardens,  pine  and  cyprefs  trees, 
palaces,  mofques,  and  public  buildings,  raifed  one 
above  another,  with  much  beauty.  I  have  taken  care 
to  fee  as  much  of  the  feraglio  as  is  to  be  feen.  It  is 
on  a  point  of  land  running  into  the  fea ;  a  palace  of 
prodigious  extent,  but  very  irregular.  The  garden* 
?ake  in  a  large  compafs  of  ground,  full  of  high  cy» 
prefs  trees,  which  is  all  I  know  of  them.  The  build- 
ings are  all  of  white  ftone,  headed  on  top,  with  gild* 
ed  turrets  and  fpires,  which  look  very  magnificent  j 
and  indeed,  I  believe  there  is  no  Chriftian  king's  pa- 
lace half  fo  large.  There  are  fix  large  courts  in  it, 
all  built  round  and  fet  with  trees,  having  galleries 
of  ftone ;  one  of  thofe  for  the  guard,  another  for 
the  flaves,  another  for  the  officers  of  the  kitchen, 
another  for  the  ftables,  the  fifth  for  the  divan,  and 
tlie  fixth  for  the  apartment  dcftined  for  audiences. 
On  the  ladies  fide  there  are,  at  leaft,  as  many  more, 
with  diftindt  courts  belonging  to  their  eunuchs  and 
attendants,  their  kitchens,  &c. 

"  The  next  remarkable  ftfudture  is  that  of  St.  So* 
phia,  which  'tis  very  difficult  to  fee.  I  was  forced  to 
iend  three  times  to  the  caimairan,  (the  governor  of 
the  town)  dnd  he  aflembled  the  chief  cfFcndis,  or 
heads  of  the  law,  and  enquired  of  the  mufti,  whether 
it  was  lawful  to  permit  it.  They  pafled  fome  days 
^n  this  important  debate  •,  but,  I  infifting  on  my  re- 
queft,  permiffion  was  granted.  I  can't  be  informed 
why  the  Turks  are  more  delicate  on  the  fubjed  of 
this  mofque,  than  any  of  the  otTiers,  where,  what 
Chriftian  pleafes  may  enter  without  fcruple.  I  fancy 
they  imagine  that,  havi.ng  been  once  confecrated, 
people,  on  pretence  ef  curiofity,  might  prophane  it 
with  prayers,  particularly  to  thofe  faints,  who  are  ftill 
very  vifible  in  mofaic  work,  and  no  other  way  de- 
faced but  by  the  decays  of  time  i  for  it  is  abfolutely 
falfe,  though  fo  univerfally  aflfertcd,  that  the  Turks 
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defaced  all  the  images  that  they  found  in  the  city,' 
The  dome  of  St.  Sophia  is  faid  to  be  113  feet  dia- , 
meter,  built  upon  arches,  fuftained  by  vaft  pillars  of 
marble,  the  pavement  and  ftair-cafe  marble.  There  are 
two  rows  of  galleries  Ripported  with  pillars  of  parti- co- 
loured marble,  and  the  whole  roof  mofaic  work,  part 
of  which  decays  very  faft,  and  drops  down.  They  pre- 
fented  me  a  handful  of  it;  the  compofition  feems  to 
me  a  fort  of  glafs,  or  that  pafte  with  which  they  make 
counterfeit  jeweh.  They  ihew  here  the  tomb  of  the 
emperor  Conftantine,  for  which  they  have  a  great 
veneration.  '' 

"  This  is  a  dull  imperfed  defcription  of  this  cele- 
brated building;  but  I  underftand  architedure  fo 
little,  that  I  am  afraid  of  talking  nonfenfe  in  endea- 
vouring to  fpeak  of  it  particularly.  Perhaps  I  am  in 
the  wrong,  but  fome  Turkifli  mofques  pleafe  me 
better.  That  of  Sultan  Solyman  is  an  exad  fquare, 
with  four  fine  towers  in  the  angles ;  m  the  midft  is  a 
noble  cupola,  fupported  with  beautiful  marble  pil- 
lars ;  two  lefler  at  the  ends,  fupported  in  the  fame 
manner ;  the  pavement  and  gallery  round  the  mofque, 
of  marble :  under  the  great  cupola  is  a  fountain 
adorned  with  fuch  fine  coloured  pillars,  that  I  can 
hardly  think  them  natural  marble ;  on  one  fide  is  the 
pulpit  of  white  marble,  and  on  the  other  the  little 
gallery  for  the  grand  fignior.  A  fine  ftair-cafe  leads 
to  ir,  asd  it  is  built  up  with  gilded  lattices.  At  the 
upper  end  is  a  fort  of  altar,  where  the  name  of  God 
is  written  ;  and,  before  it,  fland  two  candlcfticks,  as 
high  as  a  man,  with  wax-candles  as  thick  as  three 
flambeau.^.  The  pavement  is  fpread  with  fine  car- 
pets, and  the  molque  illuminated  with  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  lamps.  The  court,  leading  to  it  is  very  fpa- 
cious,  with  galleries  of  marble  of  green  eolumns,- 
covered  with  28  leaded  cupolas  on  two  fides,  and  a 
fine  fountain  of  bafons  in  the  midft  of  it. 

"  This  defcription  may  ferve  for  all  the  mofques  in 
Conftantinople.  The  model  is  exadly  the  fame,,  and 
ihey  only  differ  in  lar^cncfs  and  richnefs  of  materials. 
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IThat  of  the  Sultana  Valida  is  the  largeft  of  ail,  built 
'-entirely  of  marble,  the  moll  prodigious,  and  I  think 
.the  moft  beautiful  ftrufture  I  ever  faw,  be  it  fpoke 
[to  the  honour  of  our  fex,  for  it  was  founded  by  the 
ijmother  of  Mahomet  the  fourth.  Between  friends, 
■PauPs  church  woukl  make  a  pitiful  figure  near  it  j  as 
any  of  our  fquares  would  do,  near  the  Atlerdan,  or 
iplace  of  horfes,  {at  fignifying  a  horle  in  Turkifh.) 
This  was  the  Hippodrome,  in  the  reign  of  the  Greek 
emperors."  ^  .    ;    .  rl 

Lady  Montague  adds  the  following  account  of  the 

'I'urkifh  hoiifes. "  I  fuppofe  you  have  read  in 

moft  of  our  accounts  of  Turkey,  that  their  houfes 
are  the  moft  miferable  pieces  of  building  in  the  world. 
I  can  fpeak  very  learnedly  on  that  iubjed,  having 
been  in  fo  many  of  them  ;  and  I  aflure  you,  it  is  no 
fuch  thing.  We  are  now  lodged  in  a  palace,  belong- 
ing to  the  grand  fignior.  I  really  think  the  manner 
of  building  here  very  agreeable,  and  proper  for  the 
country.  It  is  true,  they  are  not,  at  all,  folicitous 
to  beautify  the  outfides  of  their  houfes,  and  they  are 
generally  built  of  wood,  which,  I  own,  is  the  caufc 
of  many  inconveniencies ;  but  thii  is  not  to  be  charg- 
ed on  the  ill  tafte  of  the  people,  but  on  the  opprcf- 
fion  of  the  go^'ernment.  Every  houfe,  at  the  death 
of  its  maftcr,  is  at  the  grand  fignior's  difpofal ;  and 
therefore  no  man  cares  to  make  a  great  expence, 
which  he  is  not  fure  his  family  will  b2  the  beiter  for. 
All  their  delign  is  to  build  a  houle  commodious,  and 
that  will  laft  their  lives ;  and  they  are  very  indifi'erent 
if  it  falls  down  the  year  after.  Every  houf.',  great 
and  fmall,  is  divided  into  two  dilV:n6l  parts,  which 
only  join  together  by  a  narrow  pafiage.  The  firft 
houle  has  a  large  court  before  it,  and  open  giUeries 
all  round  it,  which  is,  to  me,  a  thing  very  agreeable. 
This  gallery  leads  to  all  the  chambers,  which  arc 
commonly  large-,,  and  with  two  rows  of  vvindows,  the 
firft  being  of  paiiued  glais :  they  feidom  build  ahovii 
two  (lories,  each  of  which  has  galleries.     Tl  c  (lairs 
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are  broad,  and  not  often  above  thirty  fteps.  Tlirs 
is  the  houfe  belonging  to  the  lord,  and  the  adjoining 
one  is  called  the  Haram,  that  is,  the  ladies  apart- 
ment, (for  the  name  of  Seraglio  is  peculiar  to  the 
grand  Pgnior)  it  has  alfo  a  gallery  running  round  it 
toward  the  garden,  to  which  all  the  windows  are 
turned,  and  the  lame  number  of  chambers  as  the 
other,  but  more  gay  and  fplendid,,  both  in  painting 
and  furniture.  The  fecond  row  of  windows  are  very 
low,  with  grates  like  thofe  of  convents;  the  rooms 
are  all  fpread  with  Perfian  carpets,  and  raifed  at  one 
end  of  them  (my  chambers  are  raifed  at  both  ends) 
about  two  feet.  This  is  the  fopha,  which  is  laid  with 
-a  richer  fort  of  carpet,  and  all  round  it  a  fort  of 
couch  raifed  half  a  foot,  covered  with  a  rich  fili<, 
according  to  the  fancy  or  magnificence  of  the  owner. 
Mine  is  of  icarlet  cloth  with  a  gold  fringe  -,  round 
about  this  are  placed,  Handing  againft  the  wall,  two 
rows  of  cufliions,  the  firft  very  large,  and  the  next 
little  one  ;  and  here  the  Turks  difplay  their  greateft 
magnificence.  They  are  generally  brocade,  or  em- 
broidery of  gold  wire  upon  white  fattin — Nothing 

can  look  more  gay  and  fplendid. Thefe  feats  are 

alfo  fo  convenient  and  eafy,  tliat  I  believe  I  (hall  never 

'endure  chairs  as  long  as  I   live. The  rooms  are 

low,  which  I  think  no  fault ;  and  the  ceiling  is  al- 
ways of  wood,  generally  inlaid  or  painted  with  flowers. 
They  open  in  many  places,  with  folding-doors,  and 
fervc  for  cabinets,  I  think  more  conveniently  than 
ours.  Between  the  windows  are  little  arches  to  fee 
pots  of  perfume,  or  bafkets  of  flowers.  But  what 
pleafes  me  beft,  is  the  failiion  of  having  marble  foun- 
tains in  the  lower  part  of  the  room,  which  throw  up 
feveral  fpouts  of  water,  giving,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
agreeable  coolnefs,  and  a  plcafant  dalhing  ibund,  fal- 
ling from  one  bafon  to  another :  fome  of  thele  are 
very  magnificent.  Each  houfe  has  a  bagnio,  which 
confifl:s  generally  in  two  or  three  little  rooms  leaded 
on  the  top,  paved  with  marble,  with  bafons,  cocks 
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of  water,  and  all  conveniencics  for  either  hot  or  cold 
baths. 

"  You  will  perhaps  be  furprifcd  at  an  account  fo 
different  from  what  you  have  been  enrertained  with 
by  the  comnlon  voyage-writers,  who  are  very  fond  of 
fpeaking  of  what  they  don't  know.  It  mult  be  un- 
der a  very  particular  chara6ler,  or  on  fome  extraordi- 
nary occafion,  that  a  Chriftian  is  admitted  into  the 
houfe  of  a  man  of  quality  •,  and  their  harams  are  al- 
ways forbidden  ground.  Thus  they  can  only  fpeak 
of  the  outfide,  which  makes  no  great  appearance  5 
and  the  women's  apartments  are  always  built  back- 
ward, removed  from  fight,  and  have  no  other  prof- 
pe(5t  than  the  gardens,  which  are  enclofed  with  very 
high  walls*  There  is 'none  of  our  parterres  in  them  j 
but  they  are  planted  with  high  trees,  which  give  an 
agreeable  fhade,  and  to  my  fancy,  a  pleafing  view. 
In  the  midft  of  rhe  garden  is  the  chiofli,  that  is,  a 
large  room,  commonly  beautified  with  a  fine  foun- 
tain in  the  midft  of  it.  It  is  raifed  nine  or  ten  fteps, 
and  enclofed  with  gilded  lattices,  round  which,  vines, 
jeflfamines,  and  honey-fuckles,  make  a  fort  of  green 
wall.  Large  trees  are  planted  round  this  place, 
which  is  the  fcene  of  their  greateft  pleafures,  and 
where  the  ladies  fpend  moft  of  the.r  hours,  employ- 
ed by  their  mufic  or  embroidery. In   the  public 

gardens,  there  are  public  chiofks,  where  the  people 
go,  that  are  not  fo  well  accommodated  at  home, 
and  drink  their  coffee,  fherbet,  &c.  Nciihcr  are 
they  ignorant  of  a  more  durable  manner  oi*  buikiing  \ 
their  mofques  are  all  of  free-ftonc,  and  the  public 
hanns,  or  inns,  extreamly  magniPicent,  many  of  thern 
taking  up  a  large  fquare,  built  round  with  Ihops  un- 
der ftone  arches,  where  poor  artificers  are  lodged 
gratis.  They  have  always  a  mofque  joining  to  them, 
and  the  body  of  the  hann  is  a  moli  noble  hall,  ca- 
pable of  holding  3  or  400  perfons ;  the  court  ex- 
treamly fpacious,  and  cloifters  round  it,  that  give  it: 
the  air  of  out  colleges^     I  own,  I   ih!nk   it  a  more 

D  2  ■  reafxiable 


36 


THEVENOT's  TRAVELS 


rcafonablc  piece  of  chanty  than  the  founding  of  con- 
Vents. 

*'  Mod  families  have  had  their  houfcs  burnt  down 
once  or  twice,  occafioned  by  their  extraordinary  way 
of  warming  themfelves,  which  is  neither  by  chimnics 
ror  (loves,  but  by  a  certain  machine  called  a  Ten- 
dour,  the  height  of  two  foot,  in  the  form  of  a  table, 
covered  with  a  fine  carpet  or  embroidery.  This  is 
made  only  of  wood,  and  they  put  into  it  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  hot  aQies,  and  fir  with  their  legs  under  the 
carpet.  At  this  table  they  work,  read,  and,  very 
often,  fleep ;  and  if  they  chance  to  dream,  and 
kick  down  the  Tendour,  the  hot  afhes  commonly  fet 
the  houfe  on  fire.  There  were  500  houfes  burnt  in 
this  manner  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  i  have  feen 
(everal  of  the  owners  fince,  who  iecm  not  at  all  mov- 
ed at  fo  common  a  misfortune.  They  put  their  goods 
into  a  bark,  and  fee  their  houfes  burn  with  great  phi- 
fophy,  their  perfons  being  vtry  feldom  endangered, 
having  no  ftairs  todeJ  end. "J 

In  Afia,  if  you  crois  the  fea,  which  is  about  a 
mile  over,  you  come  to  Schutari,  pafllng  by  Lean- 
der's  tower.  It  is  a  large  town,  and  there  the  grand 
fignior  has  a  (lately  feraglio  and  lovely  gardens.  A 
little  lower  lies  Chalcedon,  once  a  city  famous  for 
the  fourth  general  council,  but  now  a  pitiful  village. 
The  Prince's  Ifle,  which  is  four  hours  fail  frotfi  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  contains  two  little  towns  of  Greeks, 
has  excellent  air-,  and  the  channel  of  the  Black  Sea, 
called  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  is  very  convenient  to 
take  the  air  upon,  being  twelve  miles  long,  afford- 
ing a  delightful  pnofpecl  of  (lately  houies  and  lovely 
gardens.  Six  miles  from  Conftantinople  are  two  forts, 
built  to  hinder  the  inroads  of  the  Coflacks,  who  would 
othcrwife  feek  their  booty  in  that  city.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  Bofphorus  is  a  rock,  about  fifty  paces  from  the 
land,  where  (lands  a  pillar  of  white  marble,  called 
Pompey's  Pillar,  becaufe  railed  by  him  fas  it  is  faid) 
in  memory  of  his  vidory  over  Mithridates.     Over 
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iagainft  this  rock  in  Europe  is  a  village  by  the  fea- 
|fide,  called  Fanare,  where  is  a  liglit-houfe  for  the 
convenience  of  veflcls  to  keep  them  from  the  rocks, 
Io;i  which  they  arc  in  danger  fiom  frequent  tempefls 
and  currents,  caufed  by  the  Danube,  Borlllhencs, 
Tanais,  and  other  rivers  falling  into  this  lea,  to  fuf- 
ler  fliipwrecks :  from  thence  it  is  called  Mauro- 
ThaUfTa,  i.  e.  The  Black-Sea ;  and  by  the  Greeks, 
the  Euxine,  or  Axene-Sea,  i.  e.  Inhofpitable. 

The  Turks  are  commonly  well-fhaped,  and  have 
none  crooked  or  crippled  among  them,  but  are  gene- 
rally of  robuit  and  lirong  conftitutions.  Their  ha- 
bit is  very  fit  to  make  them  feem  graceful,  and  to 
cover  all  defeds  j  for  next  their  (kin  they  wear  a  pair 
of  drawers,  and  over  them  a  (hiit  and  doliman.  reach- 
ing down  to  their  heels,  like  a  clofe-bodied  caflbc, 
made  of  fattin,  taffata,  or  other  neat  fluff,  which  is 
quilted  in  winter  i  and  this  they  gird  about  with  a 
fafh,  or  leathern-belt,  adorned  with  gold  or  filver- 
buckles.  At  their  girdles  they  commonly  we  ir  two 
daggers,  orcangiars,  their  handles  and  Iheaths  being 
garniOied  with  gold  and  filver,  and  fomecimts  preci- 
ous Hones,  and  their  pouch  for  tobacco.  Over  the 
doliman  they  wear  a  feredg,  or  night  gown,  vi^hich 
in  winter  time  they  line  with  rich  turs,  if  they  are 
able.  Their  (lockings  are  of  cloth,  and  the  feet  aie 
focks  of  red  and  yellow  leather,  fevveJ  to  th?ni  Tiie  r 
dices,  which  they  call  Padouches,  are  ol*  the  l:ime 
colour,  like  our  dippers.  Their  heads  are  covc'rcd 
with  a  crim(on  velvet  rap,  without  brims,  about 
Vv'hich  they  wreath  a  white  or  red  turban,  which  is  a 
fcarf  of  linen  or  iilk  (luff,  many  ells  long,  and  by 
the  falhion  of  it  the  quality  of  the  man  is  known. 
The  janizaries  wear  upon  fome  fpecial  occafions  a  fer- 
cola,  or  cap  of  ceremony,  which  hangs  down  behind, 
and  has  a  pipe  of  gilt  leather  before,  iialf  a  foot  iong, 
reaching  to  the  middle  of  their  foreheads  i  other- 
wile  they  wear  a  turban  of  white,  rv.^d,  or  other  fill;, 
as  tlie  common  fort  of  Turks  do. 
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The  attire  of  the  ladies  of  Conftantinoplc  bath  a 
a  particulir  air  ot  grandeur  and  magnificence  in  ir, 
an.l  far  furpaHls  the  drcfs  of  the  other  women  of 
that  country.  Their  tarpous,  or  hcad-drefs,  is  made 
up  of  nvAny  handkerchiefs  of  various  colours,  all 
"wrought  with  gold  and  filver,  befet  with  all  manner 
of  precious  Itoncs,  and  adorned  with  feveral  forts  of 
flowers.  They  can  put  it  on  or  off  without  undoing 
it,  and  ufually  wear  it  feveral  days,  and  then  put  it 
into  another  fafhion  -,  but  it  is  often  fo  heavy,  as  to 
be  a  burthen  them.  They  wear  outwardly  a  white 
gown,  edged  at  the  bottom  with  gold-laces  and  frin- 
ges, and  lined  with  furs  in  winter,  as  the  men's. 
The  ladies  of  the  feraglio  wear  fometimes  on  their 
heads  a  calpak,  or  fur-cap  ;  others  a  round  platine, 
as  the  Jewilh  women,  with  a  feather  on  each  fide, 
and  plumes  at  their  ears. 

[Lady  Montague  defcribes  her  Turkifh  drefs  in  the 
following  terms. — "  The  firft  part  of  my  drefe  is  a 
pair  of  drawers,  very  full,  that  reach  to  my  (hoes, 
and  conceal  the  legs  more  modeftly  than  your  petti- 
coats.    They  are  of  a  thin  rofe  coloured  damafk, 
brocaded  with  lilver  flowers.     My  flioes  are  of  white 
kid-leather,  embroidered  with  gold.     Over  this  hangs 
my  iniock,  of  a  fine  white  filk  gauze,  edged  with 
embroidery.     This  fmock  has  wide  fleeves,  hanging 
half-way  down  the  arm,  and  is  clofed  at  the  neck. 
with  a  diamond  button ;  but  the  (hape  and  colour  ef 
the  bofom  is  very  well  to  be  diftinguiOied  through  ir. 
The  antery  is  a  waift-coat,  made  clofe  to  the  fhape,  of 
white  and  gold  damafli,  with  very  long  fleeves  falling 
■  back,  and  fringed  with  deep  gold  fringe,  and  fliould 
have  diamond  or  pearl  buttons.     My  caftan,  of  the 
fame  fl:uff  with  my  drawers,  is  a  robe  exactly  fitted 
to  my  (litpe  and  reaching  to  my  feet,  with  very  long 
ftrait  falling  fleeves.     Over  this  is  the  girdle,  of  about 
four  fingers  bread,  which  all  that  can  aflford  it,  have 
entirely  of  diamonds  or  other  precious  ftones  ;  thofe, 
who  will  not  be  at  that  expence,  have  it  of  exquifite 
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embroidery  on  iiittin  ;  but  it  mud  be  faftcned  before 

with  a  clal'p  of  diamonds. The  curdee  is  a  loofe 

robe  they  throw  off,  or  put  on,  according  to  the  wca- 
cher,  being  of  a  rich  brocade  (iiiine  is  green  and  gold) 
eiiher  lined  with  ermine  or  fables  -,  the  flcevcs  reach 
very  little  below  the  fhoulders.  The  head-drefs  is 
compofcd  of  a  cap,  called  Talpock,  which  is,  in 
winter,  of  fine  velvet  embroidered  with  pearls  or 
diamonds,  and,  in  fummer,  of  a  light-fhining  filver 
Huff.  This  is  fixed  on  one  fide  of  the  head,  hang- 
ing a  little  way  down  with  a  gold  taflcl,  and  bound 
on,  cither  with  a  circle  of  diamonds  (as  I  have  feen 
feveral)  or  a  rich  embroidered  handkerchief.  On 
the  other  fide  of  the  head,  the  hair  is  laid  flat  -,  and 
here  the  ladies  are  at  liberty  to  fhew  their  fancies : 
fome  putting  flowers,  others  a  plume  of  herort*s  fea- 
thers, and,  in  fliorr,  what  they  pleafe  :  but  the  moft- 
general  faihion  is,  a  lai  ge  bouquet  of  jewels,  made 
like  natural  flowers,  that  is,  the  buds  of  pearl  •,  the 
rofes  of  different  coloured  rubies  ;  the  jelfamints  of 
diamonds ;  the  jonquils  of  topazes,  &c.  fo  well  fee 
and  enamelled,  *tis  hard  to  imagine  any  thing  of  that 
kind  fo  beautiful.  The  hair  hangs  at  its  full  length 
behind,  divided  into  treffes  braided  with  pearl  or 
ribbon,  which  is  always  in  great  quantity.  I  never 
faw  in  my  life  lo  many  fine  heads  of  hair.  In  one 
lady's  I  have  counted  no  of  the  treHl-s,  all  natural  j 
but  it  muft  be  owned  that  every  kind  of  b^  aury  is 
more  common  here  than  with  us.  * Tis  fino^ular  to 
fee  a  young  woman  that  is  not  very  handfome.  1  hey 
have  naturally  the  moft  beautiful  complexions  in  the 
world,  and  g<;nerally  large  black  eyes.  1  can  affure 
you,  with  great  truth,  that  the  court  of  England 
(though  I  believe  it  the  faireft  in  Chrirtendomj  does 
not  contain  fo  many  beauties  as  are  under  our  pro- 
tedion  here.  They  generally  lliape  their  eye-brows, 
and  both  Greeks  and  Turks  have  a  cuftom  of  put- 
ting round  their  eyes  a  black  tini'ture,  that,  an  a  dif- 
mnce,  or  by  candle  li^ht,  adds  very  much  to  the 
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blacknefs  of  ihcm.    I  fancy  many  of  our  uciics  would 

he  ovcijoyi  d  lo  know  this  iccrct  i  but  'tis  too  vifiblc 

by  day.     I'lKy  tiyc   rhiir  nails  a   rofc  colour  \  but  I 

own,  I  cannot  tnoiif?,!!  ;'.ccuflorn   m)rclf  to  tliis  fa- 

Ihion,  to  find  any  beauty  in  it.'*—] 

TlicTuiks  Ibavc  tiicir  heads,  and  fay  the  devil 
ncltlcs  in  long  hair  i  but  they  fufior  their  beard  and 
mullachos  to  grow :  tliey  have  a  great  efteem  for  a 
man  with  a  luindfome  beard,  and  account  it  a  great 
affront  to  take  a  man  by  his  beard  :  they  fwear  by  that 
of  their  father,  the  grind  fignior,  or  the  like.  TJicy 
falute  one  anotlier  by  laying  their  hands  upon  their 
breath,  and  bowing  a  little,  fay,  Scla  tneon  aleicom^ 
i.  c.  Peace  he  zvith  ycu^  and  the  perfon  falutcd  re- 
turns the  like  anfwer,  which  was  the  ancient  way  of 
faiutation,  as  appears  from  the  fcripturc,  and  is  very 
grave.  The  left-hand  is  the  moR  honourable  with 
the  Turks,  becaufe  it  is  the  fword-fide,  fo  that  the 
Chriftians  and  Turks,  though  neither  will  give  the 
upper-hand  one  to  another,  agree  well  in  walking  to- 
gether, through  difference  of  opinion. 

The  Turks  make  great  ufe  of  bathing,  both  for 
keeping  their  bodies  neat  and  clean,  and  for  their 
health's  fake ;  and  in  ev«ry  town  they  have  many 
fair  bagnios,  the  fmalleft  vilbge  being  feldom  with- 
out one.  'I'hey  are  all  made  of  the  fame  fafliion,  dif- 
fering  only  in  bignefs  and  ornaments.  All  that  go 
into  them  {hwQ  off  all  the  hair  of  their  body,  and 
go  in  naked,  all  but  their  loins,  which  are  covered 
with  a  napkin.  A  fervant  alfo  rubs  them  well  be- 
hind and  before,  to  fupple  their  bones  before  they 
go  in.  Such  as  cannot  fhave  themfclves,  fetch  off 
the  hnir  with  the  powder  of  a  certain  mineral  called 
Kufma,  vvli^cji  being  mingled  with  lime  and  hot  wa- 
ter, -dnd  laid  upon  any  place,  will  fetch  off  the  Ivair 
in  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  time.  In  Malta  they 
lift  orpiment  for  the  fame  end.  Having  bathed,  a 
fervant  with  ioap  and  cloths  cleanfcs  the  body  from 
all  filth,  and  then  they  are  dried  with  v/arm  cloths, 
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and  fo  (Irefs.  The  price  of  tlie  bagnio  is  two  ^fpt;rs 
for  the  mailer,  and  as  many  for  the  man,  if  lie  will 
be  well  ferved.  The  poorelt  pcrfon  that  is,  man  or 
woman,  goes  to  the  barh  at  Icaft  once  a  week.  The 
women  go  in  by  themfelvcs,  and  are  fcrvcd  by  wo- 
men only.  It  is  a  capital  crime  for  a  man  to  go  into 
the  bath  where  the  women  arc.  Great  perlbns  have 
them  in  their  houlls  for  tliemfelves  and  wives. 

[Lady  Montague  went  to  one  of  t/.cfc  bagnios  at 
Sophia,  a  handiotnc  town  near  Adrianople,  famous 

for  its  hot  baths,  and  defcrib^s  it  thus : "  I  went 

to  the  bagnio  about  ten  o'clock.  It  was  already  full 
of  women.  It  is  built  of  flone,  in  the  fliape  of  a 
dome,  with  no  windows  but  in  tiie  roof,  which  iiivcs 
light  enough.  There  were  five  of  thefe  domes  joined 
together,  the  utmoft  being  lefs  than  the  reft,  and 
ferving  only  as  a  hall,  where  the  portrcfs  flood  at  the 
door.  Ladies  of  quality  generally  give  this  woman 
a  crown  or  ten  fliillings,  and  I  did  not  forget  that 
ceremony.  The  next  room  is  a  very  large  one,  paved 
with  marble,  and  all  round  it  are  two  railed  Ibfas  of 
marble,  one  above  another.  There  were  four  foun- 
tains of  cold  water  in  this  room,  falling  fir'l  into 
marble  bafons,  and  then  running  on  the  floor  in 
little  channels  made  for  that  puipoie,  wliich  carried 
the  flreams  into  the  next  room,  li)methinjT  Jcfs  than 
this,  with  the  iame  fort  of  niarble  Ibphas,  but  lb  hot 
with  fleams  of  fulphur  proccetiing  from  the  baths 
joining  to  it,  it  was  impoifible  to  ilay  there  with  one's 
cloaths  on.  The  two  otlur  doivics  were  the  hot 
baths,  one  of  which  had  cocks  ot  cold  water  turning 
into  it,  to  temper  it  to  what  degree  of  warmth  the 
bathers  plealcd. 

*'  1  was  in  my  riding-drefs,  and  certainly  appeared 
very  extraordinary  to  tiiem.  Yet  there  was  not  one 
of  them  that  fhewed  the  lead  lurprizeor  impertinent 
curiofity,  but  received  me  with  all  the  obliging  civi- 
lity poflible.     1  know  no  European  court,   where  the 

ies  would'  have  behaved  thenifelves  in  fo  polite  a 
♦  manner 
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manner  to  fuch  a  ftranger.  I  believe,  upon  the 
whole,  there  were  2co  women,  and  yet  none  of  thofe 
difdainful  fmiles,  and  fatirical  whifpcrs,  that  never 
fail  in  our  aflemblies,  when  any  body  appears  that  is 
not  dreffed  cxadly  in  the  fafhion.  They  repeated 
over  and  over  to  me,  "  Uzelle,  pek  Uzeiie,"  which 
is  nothing  but,  Charming,  very  charming.— r— The 
firft  lophas  were  covered  with  cufhions  and  rich  car- 
pets, on  which  fat  the  ladies ;  and  on  the  fecond,  their 
flaves  behind  them,  but  without  any  diftindion  of 
rank  by  their  drefs,  all  being  in  the  Hate  of  nature, 
that  is,  in  plain  Englilh,  Hark  naked,  without  any 
beauty  or  defed  concealed.  Yet  there  was  not  the 
leaft  wanton  fmile  or  immodeft  gefture  amongft  them. 
They  walked  and  moved  with  the  fame  majeftic  grace, 
which  Milton  defcribes  our  general  mother  with. 
There  were  many  amongft  them,  as  exadtly  propor- 
tioned as  ever  any  goddefs  was  drawn  by  the  pencil 

of  a  Guido  or  Titian, And  moft  of  their  fkins 

fhiningly  white,  only  adorned  by  their  beautiful  hair, 
divided  into  many  trefTes,  hanging  on  their  (boulders, 
braided  either  with  pearl  or  ribbon,  perfedly  repre- 
fenting  the  figures  of  the  graces. 

I  was  here  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a  refledion  I 
have  often  made,  "  that  if  it  were  the  fafhion  to  go 
naked,  the  face  would  be  hardly  obierved."  I  per- 
ceived that  the  ladies  of  the  moft  delicate  fkins  and 
fineft  fliapes,  had  the  greateft  ihare  of  my  admira- 
tion, though  their  faces  were  fomctimes  lefs  beauti- 
ful than  thole  of  their  companions.  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  I  had  wicked nefs  enough,  to  wifh  (ecretly, 
that  Mr.  Jervais  could  have  been  there  invifible.  I 
fancy  it  would  have  very  much  improved  his  art,  to 
fee  fo  many  fine  women  naked,  in  different  poftures, 
fome  in  convcrlation,  fome  in  working,  others  drink- 
ing coffee  or  fherbet,  and  many  negligently  lying  on 
their  cufliions,  while  their  flaves,  generally  pretty 
girls  ot  feventeen  or  eighteen,  wjerfi  employed  in 
braiding  their  hair  in  feveral  pretty  fancier.    In  fliorr, 

" '     '''  ■'      it 
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it  is  the  woman's  coffce-houfe,  where  all  the  news  of 

the  town  is  toki,  fcandal  invented,  &:c. They  ge-' 

nerally  take  this  diveiTion  once  a  week,  and  ftay  there 
at  lealt  four  or  five  hours,  without  getting  cold,  by 
immediate  coming  out  of  the  hot-bath  into  the  cool 
room,  which  was  very  furprifing,  to  me.  The  lady, 
that  feemed  the  muft  confiderable  amongft  them,  en- 
treated me  to  fit  by  her,  and  would  fain  have  undrcf- 
fed  me  for  the  bath.  I  excultd  ii^yf-lf  with  great 
difficulty.  They  being  however  all  fo  earned  in  per- 
fuading  me,  I  was  at  iaft  forced  to  open  my  fhirr, 
and  Ihew  them  my  (lays,  which  fatisfied  them  very 
well ',  for,  I  faw,  they  believed  I  was  locked  up  in 
that  machine,  and  that  it  vv'as  not  in  my  own  power 
to  open  it,  which  contrivance  they  attributed  to  my 

hufband." 

This  agreeable  writer  furnifhes  farther  remarks  on 
the  Turkilh  ladies. — '•'  *Tis  very  pleafant  to  obfervc 
how  tenderly  voyage- v^riters  lament  the  milerable 
confinement  of  the  Turkifli  ladies,  who  are  perhaps 
more  free  than  any  ladies  in  the  ur.iverfe,  and  arcr  the 
only  women  in  the  world,  that  lead  a  life  of  uninter- 
rupted pleafure,  exempt  from  cares,  their  whole  time 
being  fpent  in  vifiring,  bathing,  or  the  agreeable 
amukment  of  fpending  money  and  inventing  new 
faihions.  A  huiband  would  be  thorght  mad  that 
exadted  any  degree  of  oeconomy  from  his  wife,  whole 
expcnces  are  no  way  limited  but  by  her  ov/n  fancy. 
'Tis  his  bufinefs  to  get  money,  and  her's  to  fpend  it  •, 
and  this  noble  prerogative  extends  itfclf  to  the  very 
meaneO:  of  the  fex.  Here  is  a  fellow  that  carries 
embroidered  handkerchiefs  upon  his  back  to  fell, 
and  as  milerable  a  figure  as  you  may  fuppofe  fuch  a 
mean  dealer ;  yet  I'll  affure  you,  his  wife  fcorns  to 
wear  any  thing  lefs  tlian  cloth  of  gold ;  has  her  er- 
mine turs,  and  a  very  hundfome  fee  of  jewels  for  her 
head.  'Tis  true,  they  have  no  places  but  the  bagnios, 
and  thefe  can  only  be  feen  by  their  own  fex ;  how- 
cser,  that  is  a  diverlion  they  take  great  pkalure  in. 

"  J  was, 
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"  !  was,  three  days  ago,  at  one  of  the  fineft  in 
the  town,  and  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  a  Tur- 
kifli  bride    rtceivcd  there,    and  all    the  ceremony 
ufed  on  that  occafion,  which  made  me  recoUedl  the 
Epidialaniium  o^^"  Helen,  by  Theocritus  •,  and  it  fcems 
to  me,  tliat  thw  fame  cuiloms  have  continued  ever 
fince.     AW  the  Ihe  friends,  relations  and  acquaintance 
of  the  two  families,  newly  allied,  meet  at  the  bagnio-, 
feveral  others  go,  out  of  curiofuy,  and  I  believe  there 
were  that  day  200  women.     Thofe  who  were,  or  had 
been  married,  placed   thcmfelves  round  the  rooms, 
on  the  marble  lophas  •,  but  the  virgins  very  haftily 
threw  off  their  cloaths,  and  appeared  without  other 
ornament,  or  covering,  than  their  own  long  hair  braid- 
ed with  ixrarl  or  ribbon.     Two  of  them  met  the  bridp 
at  the  door,  conduced  by  her  mother  and  another 
grave  relation,     .She  was  a  beautiful  maid  of  about 
feventeen,  very  richly  drefled,  and  ihining  with  jewels, 
but  was  prefently  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  nature. 
Two  others  filled  filver  gilt  pots  with  perfume,  and 
began  tht?  proceffion,  the  reft  following  in  pairs,  to 
the  number  of  thirty.  The  leaders  fung  an  Epithala- 
mium,  anlwercd  by  the  others  in  chorus,  and  the  two 
laft  led  the  fair  bride,  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
with  a  charming  afFedtation  of  modefty.     In  this  or- 
der they  marched  round  the  three  large  rooms  of  the 
bagnio.     ' Tis  not  tafy  to  reprefent  to  you  the  beauty 
of  this  fight,  moft  of  them  being  well-proportioned 
and  white  fkinnei]  •,  all  of  them  perfec^lly  fmooth,  and 
poliihed  by  the  irequent  ufe  of  bathing.     After  hav- 
ing made  their  tour,  the  bride  was  again  led  to  every 
matron   round   the  rooms,  who  faluted  her  with  a 
ccMiipliment  and  a  prefent,  fome  of  jewels,  others  of 
pieces  of  ftuff,  handkerchiefs,  or  little  gallantries  of 
that  nature,  v;hich  fhe  thanked  them  for  by  kilTing 
their  hands.     I  was  very  well  pleafed   with  having 
feen  tliis  ceremony ;  and  you  may  believe  me,  that 
the  Turkilli  ladies  have,  at  Icall,  as  much  wit  and 
civility,  nay  liberty,    as  among  us.     Tis  true,  the 
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fame  cuftoms  that  give  them  fo  many  opportunities 
of  gratifying  their  evil  inclinations  (if  they  have  any) 
alfo  put  it  very  fully  in  the  power  of  their  hufbands 
to  revenge  themfelves,  if  they  are  difcovered ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  they  fufFer  fometimes  for  their  indif- 
crctions  in  a  very  fevere  manner.  About  two  months 
ago,  there  was  found  at  day-break,  net  very  far  from 
my  houfe,  the  bleeding  body  of  a  young  woman, 
naked,  only  wrapped  in  a  coarfe  (heet,  with  two 
wounds  of  a  knife,  one  in  her  fide,  and  another  in 
her  breaft.  She  was  not  quite  col.l,  and  was  fo  fur- 
prifingly  beautiful,  that  there  were  very  few  men  in 
Pera,  that  did  not  go  to  look  upon  her  ;  but  it  was 
not  polTible  for  any  perfon  to  know  her,  no  vvoman*s 
face  bfnng  known.  She  was  lupix)red  to  Juve  been 
brought,  in  the  dead  of  night,  from  the  Conilanti- 
nople  fide,  and  laid  there.  Very  little  enquiry  was 
made  about  the  murder,  and  the  corpfe  was  privately 
buried  without  noife.  Murder  is  never  purfued  by 
the  king's  officers,  as  with  us.  *Tis  the  bufinefs  of 
the  next  relations  to  revenge  the  dead  perfon ;  and  if 
they  like  better  to  compound  the  marter  for  money 
(as  they  generally  do)  there  is  no  more  faid  of  ir. 
One  would  imagine  this  defed  in  their  government, 
Ihould  make  fuch  tragedies  very  frequent,  )ec  they 
are  extreamly  rare  j  which  is  enough  to  prove  the 
people  not  naturally  cruel.  Neithv^r  do  I  think,  in 
many  other  particulars,  they  deferve  the   birburous 

character  we  give  them. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  I  look  upon  the  Turkilh  women, 
as  the  only  free  people  in  the  empire  •,  tlie  very  divan 
pays  a  refpe6t  to  them,  and  the  grand  fignior  him- 
felf,  when  a  baflii  is  executed,  never  violates  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  haram,  (or  women's  apartment)  which 
remains  unfearched  and  entire  to  the  widow.  They 
are  queens  of  their  flaves,  whom  the  h'jlband  has  no 
permifTion  fo  much  as  to  look  upon,  except  it  be  an 
old  woman  or  two  that  his  lady  chufes.     *ris  true, 

their 
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thtir  law  permits  them  four  wives  *,  but  there  is  M 
inftance  of  a  man  of  quality  that  makes  ufe  of  this 
liberty,  or  of  a  woman  of  rank  that  would  fuffer  it. 
When  a  hufband  happens  to  be  inconftant  (as  thofe 
things  will  happen)  he  keeps  his  millrefs  in  a 
houfe  apart,  and  vifits  her  as  privately  as  he  can,  juft 
as  it  is  with  you.  Amongft  all  the  great  men  here, 
1  only  knew  the  tefterdar  (i.  e.  treafurer)  that  keeps 
a  number  of  Ihe-flaveS)  for  his  own  ufe,  (that  is,  on  his 
own  fide  of  the  houfe,  for  a  flave  once  given  to  ferve 
a  lady,  is  entirely  at  her  difpofal)  and  he  is  fpoke  of 
as  a  libertine,  or  what  we  fhould  call  a  rake ;  and  his 
wife  won't  fee  him,  though '(he  continues  to  live  in 
his  houfe."] — 

The  Turks  -have  no  fumptuous  feafts,  but  are  con- 
tented with  a  fmall  matter.  They  have  no  fauces 
but  what  are  made  at  firft  fight,  as  oil,  pepper,  &c. 
Their  ufual  food  is  pilau,  which  is  rice  boiled  with  a 
pullet,  a  piece  of  mutton,  beef,  or  the  like,  and  for 
want  of  meat,  with  butter.  Their  bread,  is  light,  but 
coaife,  like  our  bifcuit ;  and  flat.  They  fpread  a  car- 
pet of  Turkey  leather  on  the  ground,  called  a  Sofra, 
and  fitting  down  upon  the  ground  like  taylors,  eat  it 
■with  wooden  fpoons  •,  and  inftead  of  napkins,  they 
uie  a  long  blue  cloth,  caft  round  the  table.  They 
drink  water  ufual ly,  becaufe  wine  fcems  to  be  for- 
bidden by  the  alcoran ;  but  the  goodfelloyirs  fay,  it 
is  a  council,  not  a  precept,  and.fo  drink  it  plentifully, 

*  Sale  remarks  on  this  fubjcd:  *  Several  learned  men  have  fallen 
into  the  vulgar  inilUke,  that  Mohammed  printed  to  his  followers 
an  unbounded  plurality  ;  iome  pretending  that  a  man  may  have  as 
many  wives,  and  others,  as  many  concubines,  as  he  can  maintain  : 
whereas,  aciording  to  theexprefs  words  of  the  koran,  bo  man  can 
have  more  than  four,  vvheihcr  wives  or  concubines.— —Nor  tan  wc 
«rge  as  an  argununt  aguinii  fo  plain  a  preo.  pt,  the  corrupt  manners 
of  his  follower;;,  maiiy  of  whom,  efpecially  men  of  qu;Uity  and 
fortune,  indulge  theinrelvcs  in  criminal  exccffes^  no>  yet  the  ex- 
ample of  the  prophet  himfclf,  who  had  peculiar  privileges  in  thia 
and  other  poiuis."    I'rclim.  Dif  to  the  korar,  §  vi.  p.  176. 

but 
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but  few  do  it  in  public,  except  the  janizaries  or  fomc 
profligates.  They  never  mingle  water  with  their  wine, 
and  laugh  at  the  Chriftians  for  fo  doing.  It  is  plen- 
tiful at  Conftantinople,  and  all  over  the  Archipe* 
lago.  The  poorer  fort,  for  cheapnefs,  drink  a  Ikjuor 
made  of  barley  and  millet,  fomewhat  like  onr  beer, 
but  not  fo  pleafant.  This  drink  will  make  them 
drunk.  They  alfo  drink  coffee  all  hours  of  the  day. 
This  liquor  they  hold  to  be  good  to  cure  the  head-ach, 
and  keep  down  vapours  from  the  head  -,  it  comforts 
the  ftomach,  and  helps  the  digeftion ;  nay,  they  fay 
it  is  good  again  ft  all  maladies.  All  lexes  and  ranks^ 
rich  and  poor,  drink  at  leaft  two  or  three  dithcs  a  day 
in  Turkey.  .  At  the  coffee  houles  the  mafter  hath 
mufic  to  divert  his  cuftomers,  and  draw  others  in. 
They  have  alfo  Iherbet,  which  is  a  very  good  drink, 
made  in  Egypt,  of  fugar,  lemon-juice,  mulk,  am* 
bergreafe  and  rofe-water.  At  their  treats  they  give 
coffee,  iherbet,  and  perfume  for  their  beards.  They 
fpread  quilts  on  the  ground  for  their  bedding,  and 
every  one  lies  on  his  own,  and  the  mailers  lay  them 
on  their  divans.  i 

Their  recreations  are  either  to  fleep,  fmoak  a  pipe 
of  tobacco,  or  play  on  the  tambour,  which  is  a  kind 
of  lute;  and  though  it  be  no  pleafant  mufic,  they 
will  play  all  day  on  it ;  but  fcholars  read  or  write. 
They  laugh  at  the  Franks  for  walking  backward  and 
forward.  They  entertain  their  company  with  dif- 
courfc,  or  a  game  at  chefs,  draughts,  tables,  or  iuch 
like  plays ;  but  they  never  play  for  money,  or  any 
thing  of  value,  becaufe  they  account  it  finful ;  and 
;et  will  fpend  whole  afternoons  at  their  games.  The 
recreations  of  foldiers  are  their  military  exercifes> 
viz.  fhooting  at  marks  or  butts  with  bows  and  arrows, 
darting  the  zagaye,  fliooting  with  an  hsrqiK^bufe,  run- 
ning. The  other  Turks  make  a  great  diveriion  of 
puppet-fhews,  which,  though  ptrformtd  diflVrent 
from  ours,  yet  are  more  pleafing;  their  fungs  are 

pretty. 
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pretty,  but  obfccne  j  and  fo  are  many  of  their  pol*-' 
tures  in  dancing. 

The  Turkifh  language  is  a  primitive  and  oriental 
tongue,  and  though  not  very  copious,  yet  is  grave 
and  plealant,  and  with  a  Httle  fupply  from  the  Ara- 
bian and  Perfianj  is  rich  and  elegant  enough.  The 
Turks  arc  not  much  addicled  to  fciences,  yet  have 
doctors  of  their  law,  who  explain  it  in  all  fcni'es. 

[With  regard  to  the  Turkifti  religion,  Mr.  Tourne- 
fort  fays, "  The  only  article  of  faith  the  Maho- 
metans have,  is,  that  there  is  but  one  God,  and  that 
Mahomet  is  the  meflenger  of  God.  As  to  the  com- 
mandments, the  Turks  reduce  them  to  five.  I.  To 
pray  five  times  in  a  day.  II.  To  fail:  in  lent  (or  their 
month  of  Ramadan.)  III.  To  give  alms,  and  do 
works  of  chanty.  IV.  To  go  in  pilgrimage  to  Me- 
cha.  V.  To  fuffer  no  filth  upon  their  body.  There 
are  four  other  points  added,  but  not  as  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  falvatlon.  i.  To  keep  Friday  a  fabbath. 
2.  To  be  circumcifed.  3.  To  drink  no  wine.  4. 
Not  to  eat  fvvine's  flefh,  nor  things  ftrangled.— They 
believe  alfo  that  their  prayers  will  not  be  heard,  unlels 
they  firft  refolve  firmly  to  forgive  their  enemies.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  they  never  let  a  Friday  pafs  with- 
out making  a  hearty  reconciliation  ;  and  hence  it  is, 
that  we  never  hear  of  any  malice  among  the  Turks.* 

Where  their  theological  aflumptions  are  fo  few 
and  fimple,  and  where,  in  conlcquence,  fuch  flrefs 
is  laid  on  good  works  -,  there,  if  any  where,  we  may 
cxpeft  to  fee  the  duties  of  humanity  cultivated  in  an 
efpecial  manner;  and  if  th^.  difference  of  religious 
fentiments  will  not  permit  us  to  regard  them  as  bro- 
thers in  Chrift,  we  ihall  be  obliged  to  allow  them  at 
Jcaft  the  charader  of  being  good  Samaritans. 

"  We  are  told,  that  beiide  private  alms,  there  is  no 
nation  which  expends  more  upon  public  foundations 


•  c. 
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tlian  the  Turks;  EVen  they  who  have  but  a  mode" 
rate  fortune  leave  fomething  after  their  death,  to 
maintain  a  man  to  give  water  in  the  fummer  heats  to 
drink  to  paflTengers,  as  they  go  along  by  the  place 
where  they  are  buried."  "  Nor  (continues  M.  Tourne- 
fort)  do  I  queftion  but  they  would  alfo  have  ordered 
veflcls  of  wine,  if  Mahomet  had  not  forbidden  the 
ufe  of  it.  The  fick  vifit  the  prifons,  to  difcharge 
thole  who  are  arrefted  for  debt :  they  are  very  careful 
to  relieve  pcrfons  who  are  bafhfully  afhamed  of  their 
poverty.  How  many  families  may  one  find,  who 
have  been  ruined  by  fires,  and  are  reftored  by  chari- 
ties !  They  need  only  prefent  themfelves  at  the  doors 
of  the  mofques :  they  alfo  go  to  their  houfcs  to  com- 
fort the  afflided.  The  difeafed,  and  they  who  have 
the  peftilence,  are  fuccoured  by  their  neighbour's 
purfe,  anu  the  parilh  funds.  For  the  Turks,  as  Leun- 
clavius  obferves,  fet  no  bounds  to  their  charities. 
They  lay  out  money  for  repairing  the  high- ways,  and 
making  fountains  for  the  benefit  of  paflengers  •,  and 
build  hofpitals,  inns,  baths,  bridges,  and  mofques. 

"  As  charity  and  love  of  our  neighbours  are  the 
moft  eflential  points  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  the 
high-ways  are  generally  kept  mighty  well ;  and  there 
are  fprings  of  water  common  enough,  becaufe  they 
are  wanted  for  making  the  ablutions.  The  poor  look 
after  the  conduit-pipes,  and  thofe  of  tolerable  for- 
tune repair  the  caufcways.  The  neighbourhood  joins 
together  to  build  bridges  over  the  deep  roads,  and 
contribute  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  according  to 
their  power.  The  workmen  take  no  hire,  but  find 
labourers  and  mafons  gratis  for  the  feveral  forts  of 
work.  You  may  fee  pitchers  of  water  {landing  at 
the  doors  of  the  houi'es  in  the  towns,  for  the  ul'e  of 
paflengers ;  and  fome  honefc  mufiTulmen  lodge  them- 
felves under  a  fort  of  {beds,  which  they  ertcl  in  the 
road,  and  do  nothing  elfe  during  the  great  hesLs,  but 
get  thofe  who  are  weary  to  come  in,  and  red  ihem- 
ielves,  and  take  refrelhment.     Th;^  beggars  thcm- 
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felves,  though  there  are  very  few  to  be  feen,  think 
they  are  obliged  to  give  their  fuperfluities  to  other 
poor  folks-,  and  they  carry  charity,  or   rather  va- 


ir 


nity,  to  fuch  an  extream,  that  they  give  the 
leavings  even  to  fufficient  perfons,  who  make  no 
fcruple  to  receive  their  bread,  and  to  eat  it,  to  fliew 
how  highly  they  efteem  their  virtue. 

»*  The  charity  of  the  Mahometans  is  extended  aKo 
to  animals  and  plants,  and  to  the  dead.     They  be- 
lieve it  is  pleafing  to  God,  fince  men  who  will  ufe 
their  reafon  want  for  nothing;  whereas  the  animals 
not  having  reafon,  their  inftinft  often  expofes  them 
to  feek  their  food  with  the  lofs  of  their  lives.    In  con- 
fiderable  towns  they  fell  viftuals  at  the  corners  of  the 
flreets  to  give  to  the  dogs  ;  and  fome  Turks,  out  of 
charity,  have  them  cured  of  wounds,  and  efpecially 
of  the  mange,  with  which  thefe  creatures  are  milci- 
ably  afflifted  toward  the  end  of  their  life :  and  we 
may  fee  perfons  of  good  fenfe,  out  of  mere  devotion, 
carry  draw  to  lay  under  the  bitches  which  are  going 
to  whelp ;  and  they  build  them  fmall  huts  to  Iheltcr 
them  and  their  puppies.     We  would  hardly  believe 
there  are  endowments  fettled  in  form  by  will,  for 
maintaining  a  certain  number  of  dogs  and  cats  lo 
many  days  in  the  week  ;  yet  this  is  commonly  done; 
and  there  are  people  paid  at  Conftantinople  to  fee  the 
donor's  intentions  executed,  in  feeding  them  in  the 
flreets.     The  butchers  and  bakers  often  fet  afide  a 
fmall  portion'to  beftowrupon  thefe  animals :  yet  with| 
all  their  charity,  the  Turks  hate  dogs,  and  never  fuf- 
fer  them  in  their  houfes  •,  and  in  a  time  of  peftilenceJ 
they  kill  as  many  as  they  find,  thinking  thefe  unclean 
creatures  infeft  the  air.     On  the  contrary,  they  love 
cats  very  well,  whether  it  be  for  their  natural  clean- 
linefs,  or  becaufe  they  fympathife  with  themfelves  in 
gravity ;    whereas  dogs  are   wanton,   fporting,  and 
noify. 

*'  As  to  plants,  the  moft  devout  among  the  Turksl 
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where  they  grow,  that  tlicy  may  thrive  the  better. 
The  good  muflulmen  beheve  they  do  in  it  a  rliing 
agreeable  to  God,  who  is  the  creator  and  prclbrver  ot" 
all  things." 

*  Even  though  we  fliouid  make  a  fmall  matter  of 
allowance  for  that  exaggeration,  which  a  gentleman 
might  be  betrayed  into,  who  was  furprircd  with  (o 
much  benevolence  and  humanity,  where  perhaps  he 
little  expefled  to  find  them  •,  enough  will  ftill  r<^main  j 
and  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  others,  will  altoce- 
ther  fufficiently  eftablifh  the  facl,  of  theTiirks  being 
a  moft  humane  benevolent  people. 

'  The  Turks  appropriate  to  themlelvcs  the  name 
of  Moflemim,  which  has  been  corrupted  into  Muf- 
fulman  ;  fignifying  perfons  profefllng  the  dodrine  of 
Mahomet,  They  alfo  term  themfelves  Sonnltes,  or 
obfervers  of  the  oral  traditions  of  Mahomet  and  his 
three  fucceflbrs ;  they  likewife  call  themfelves  True 
Believers,  in  oppofition  to  the  Perfians  and  others, 
the  adherents  or  AH,  v/hom  they  call  a  wicked  ahd 
abominable  fe<5t.  Their  rule  of  faith  aod  prai^ice 
is  the  Koran. 

'  The  chief  ecclefiaftic  is  the  mufti,  which  name 
fignifies  an  expounder  of  the  law,  and  his  office  is 
of  fuch  dignity,  that  when  he  comes  to  court,  the 
emperor  himfelf  rifes  from  his  feat,  and  advances 
fevcn  Heps  to  meet  him.  He  alone  has  the  honoiir 
of  kifTmg  the  fultan*s  left  fhoulder ;  while  the  grand 
vizier,  wich  a  more  profound  inclination  of  the  body, 
kilTes  only  the  edge  of  the  emperor's  veil,  who  ad- 
vances no  more  than  three  Heps  to  meet  him.  I'hs 
law  requires,  that  the  mufti  fhould  be  eonTulted  ori 
all  emergencies,  particularly  in  thole  relating  to  peace 
and  war ;  but  the  peculiar  regard  now  fiiewn  to  him 
is  little  more  than  mere  form :  for  were  he  either  to 
give  a  difagreeable  interpretation  of  the  law,  or,  while 
in  council,  to  prefume  to  traverfe  the  emperor's  de^ 
figns,  he  would  be  inftantly  dcpofed,  and  his  place 
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fupplied  by  one  of  a  more  compliable  difpofitlorT. 
On  convidion  of  treafon,  or  any  other  capital  crime, 
he  is  put  into  a  mortar,  kept  for  that  purpofe  in  one 
of  the  fcven  towers  at  Conllantinople,  and  pounded 
to  death. 

*  The  reverend  Dr.  Bufching  obfcrves,  that  as  the 
mufti  of  the  Turks  may  be  compared  to  the  pope, 
fo  a  cadalilker,  who  is  a  fecular  perfon,  is  not  unlike 
a  patriarch:  a  molaanfwerstoan  archbifliop  ;  a  cady, 
who  is  alfo  a  layman,  may  be  accounted  a  bilhop ; 
and  an  iman,  a  pricll,  whole  chief  employment  is 
praying. 

'  The  Turks  have  alfo  their  convents,  and  monks 
under  the  general  nrime  of  dcrviies,    the  chief  of 
which  arc  the  bektafhi,  mebdevi,  cadri,  and  fegati ; 
whofe  forms  of  woriliip  chiefiy  confift  in  certain  re- 
ligious dances. 

'  The  Turks  at  prefent  avoid  all  appearance  of  pro- 
pagating their  religion  by  fire  and  (word  •,  and  the 
Chriftians  of  various  fcdls,  who  refide  amongft  them, 
enjoy  full  liberty  of  confcience,  and  live  in  much 
greater  tranquillity  than  among  fome  who  ftiic  them- 
felves  Chriftians. 

'  The  Greek  church  in  this  part  of  the  world  has  at 
its  head  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  who  is  chofen 
by  the  neighbouring  archbilliops  and  metropolitans, 
and  confirmed  by  the  emperor  or  the  grand  vizier. 
This  is  a  perfon  of  great  dignity,  he  bemg  the  prin- 
cipal of  all  the.  Greek  patriarchs,  and  the  head  and 
direftor  of  the  caftern  church.  His  revenue  amounts 
to  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  guil- 
ders, one  half  of  which  he  pays  by  way  of  annual  tri- 
bute to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  adding  fix  thoufand  guil- 
ders befides,  by  way  of  prefent  at  the  feaft  of  Bairam. 
Subordinate  to  him  are  feventy  archbilhops  and 
metropolitans,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  bifhops. 
The  Armenians  have  many  churches  in  this  coun- 
try i  the  Jews  and  Roman  catholics  have  alfo  the  free 
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cxercifc  of  their  religion,  and  the  Swedes  have  been 
permitted  to  build. a  Lutherv^n  church  at  Conllanti- 
noplc. 

*  The  Turks  are  not  without  learning,  having  fomc 
fchools,  colleges,  and  academics,  by  them  called  me- 
daris ;  but  thcfe  are  generally  interior  to  thofe  among 
the  Chrillians,  and  their  management  of  them  alfo 
very  diiTcrcnt.  Lately  a  Turkilh  printing-office  has 
been  fet  up  at  Conllaniinople  by  Ibrahim  Effendi, 
who,  after  great  oppofnion,  obtained  leave  to  princ 
all  kinds  of  books,  except  on  matters  of  religion. 
He  alfo  publifhed  fome  maps,  and  books  of  hiltory 
and  geography,  and  is  faid  to  have  had  a  confiderablc 
knowlege  of  the  Latin  tongue. 

'  Literature,  however,  is  not  fo  rare  among  the 
Greeks,  who  have  not  only  fchools  for  inftrudling 
children  in  the  principles  of  religion,  as  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  learning  by  heart  the  pfalms  and  pafTages  of 
fcripture,  but  have  alio  univerfities.  The  ftate  of 
learning,  indeed,  among  the  Greeks,  is  at  prefent  at 
a  very  low  ebb,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  is  among 
us;  but  k  ought  to  be  remembered,  thit  they  are 
deftitute  of  the  fame  means  and  opportunities  of  men- 
tal improvement.  As  to  phyfic,  the  Greeks  either 
learn  from  the  Arabic,  Jewifh,  or  Chriftian  phyfi- 
cians  refiding  among  them  •,  or  elle  fludy  in  the  uni- 
verfities in  Germany,  Holland,  or  England. 

'  The  ottoman  government  is  very  v/ell  charader- 
ized  by  M.  Tourncfort  in  the  following  pafiages;  by 
which  it  will  appear  ho  v  neceflary  it  i:  in  our  prefent 
enquiry,  to  diilinguifh  between  the  government  and 
the  people. 

"  Thole,  whodo  not  refleft  on  the  original  of  this 
empire,  difcern  at  firft  fight,  that  the  Turkilh  go- 
vernment is  extreamly  fevere,  and  almoft  tyrannical ; 
but  if  we  confider  that  it  began  in  war,  and  that  the 
firft  ottomans  were,  from  father  to  fon,  the  moft  for- 
midable conquerors  of  their  age,  we  ihall  not  be  fur- 
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prifed,  that  they  fct  no  other  limits  to  their  power 
than  mcerly  their  will. 

"  Coulcl  it  be  cxpedled  that  princes,  who  •owed 
tJicir  greatnefs  folely  to  their  own  arms,  fhoiild  di- 
veO  themlelvcs  of  their  right  of  conqiiell,  in  favour 
of  thfir  flavcs  ?  It  is  natural  for  an  empire  which  is 
founded  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  the  people  of  which 
make-  choice  of  a  chief  to  govern  them,  to  be  mild 
and  genrle,  and  the  authority  of  it  may,  in  a  man- 
ner, be  divided  and  fhartd  •,  but  the  firft  fultans  owed 
their  promotion  purely  to  their  own  valour,  and  be- 
ing full  of  maxims  of  war,  afiedled  to  have  a  blind 
obedience,  to  piinilli  with  fcverity,  to  keep  their 
fubjefts  under  an  imability  to  revolt  j  and  in  a  word, 
to  be  lerved  only  by  perfons  who  ftood  indebted  to 
them  for  tiieir  ibrtune,  whom  they  could  advance 
wiihoiit  jealoufy,  and  crufli  without  danger." 

'  This  much  may  fuffice  as  to  the  maxims  on 
whicii  this  empire  was  firft  founded,  and  ftill  fubfifts; 
the  cffeds  of  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  conceive.* 

"  Though  the  Turks,  fays  M.  Tournefort,  ima- 
gined God  gives  prudence,  and  the  other  ncceflary 
talents,  to  thoie  whom  the  fukan  raifes  to  high  em- 
ployments; experience  often  tettilies  the  contrary. 
What  capacity  can  pages  have,  who  are  trained  up 
among  eunuchs,  who  treat  them  with  the  baftinado 
for  fo  long  a  time  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  pro- 
mote youth  by  degrees,  in  an  empire  where  no  regard 
Vs  had  to  birth  ?  Befide,  thefe  officers  pafs  at  a  Sep, 
from  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  uneafinefs  and  conftraint, 
to  fu:li  an  extraordinary  liberty,  that  it  is  impoflfible 
ti-.ey  fhould  not  let  loofe  their  paffions  j  and  yet  they 
are  entrufted  with  the  government  of  the  moft  im- 
portant provinces.  As  they  have  neither  abilities  nor 
experience  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  charge^ 
they  truft  to  their  deputies,  who  are  commonly  great 
robbers,  or  fpies  of  the  grand  vifier,  to  fend  him  an 
account  of  their  condud.     Thefe  new  governors  are 
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forced  alfo  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  Jews ; 
for  as  they  have  nothing  when  they  come  from  the 
feraglio,  they  have  rccourfc  to  thole  iifuters,  who 
lead  them  to  all  manner  of  rapine  and  extorrion. — 
This  evil  would  not  be  fo  extream,  if  they  would  be 
content  to  receive  it  again  by  little  and  little  j  but  as 
they  arc  afraid  every  moment  the  bafla  Ihould  be 
ftrangled  or  removed,  they  never  let  a  debt  grow  old, 
and  the  people  mull  be  fqueezed  to  lepay  them. 

"  Under  fuch  circumftances  it  is  evident,  that  no- 
thing can  be  permanent  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and 
that  it  is  a  wheel  inceflantly  turning." 

*  The  dominion  of  the  lultan  is  acknowlcged  in 
three  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth    as  follows  : 

*  Turkey  in  Europe,  a  part  of  the  arrient  Chriftinn 
empire  of  the  eail,  at  pu  lent  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Croatia,  Sclavonia,  and  Tr^nfybania  •,  on  the  call 
by  Poland,  Ruflia,  and  A  Cn ;  on  the  foutli   by  the 
Mediterranean  lea  •,  and  on  the  well  by  rhe  Adriatic 
and  Dalmatia.     The  extent  is  not  to  be  afcertaincd 
with  any  precifion.     It  contains    '^^  following:    ovin- 
ces:   to  the  fouth  are  the  Mo -ea,  or  Peloponnefuf;. 
Achaia,  Theflaly,  Epirus,  Albania,  and  Macedonia i 
and  toward  the  north,  Romania,  Bulgaria,  Belfara- 
bia,  part  of  Podolia,  Servia,  part  of  llungary,  pare 
of  Croatia,  Bofnia,  and  part  cf  Dalmatia.     Turkey 
in  Afia,  which  is  divided  into  Eailern  and  Weftern. 
The  Eailern,   contains  Diarbeck,    Turcomania,  aiid 
Georgia ;  the  Weftern  comprehends  Arabia,  Palef- 
tine,  Syria,  and  Anatolia.     In  Africa,  the  Turkilh 
government  extends  ov^    ^  gyp^i  ^"<^  nominally  over 
Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  and  Barca. 

'  The  titles  of  the  emperor,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Eaft,  n;^  very  prolix  and  magnificent,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  fpecimen.  We,  the 
fervant  and  lord  of  the  moft  honoured  and  blelled 
cities,  the  venerable  houfes  and  facred  places,  before 
which  all  nations  bow  j    of  Mecca,  which  God  de- 
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lights  to  honour-,  of  the  refplendid  Medina,  and  the 
holy  city  of  Jeniialem  j  of  the  imperial  and  defirable 
cities  of  Conftantinople,  Adrianople,  and  Burfa, 
emperor;  alfo  of  Babylon,  Damafcus,  of  the  fra- 
grant Paradife,  and  the  incomparable  Eg3'pt  •,  of  all 
Arabia,  Aleppo,  Antioch,  and  many  other  highly 
celebrated  and  memorable  places,  cities,  and  faithful 
vafials,  emperor  -,  emperor  of  emperors,  the  moft 
gracious  and  all-pK)werful  fultan,  &c. 

'  The  Turkilh  arms  are  a  crefcent. 

*  In  the  fuccefllon  to  the  empire,  no  regard  is  paid 
to  age  or  birth-right,  the  Turks  efteeming  it  fuffi- 
cient,  if,  in  their  elections,  they  keep  to  the  Ottoman 
family :  but  women  are  excluded  from  the  throne. 
Though  the  government  is  purely  monarchical  and 
defpotic,  yet  if  the  emperor  takes  no  care  to  indulge 
the  humours  of  the  people,  and  efpecially  of  the  mu- 
tinous janizaries,  he  is  not  only  in  danger  of  being 
depf)red,  but  alfo  of  being  murdered.' 

Lady  Mountague  obferves,— «'  The  government 
here  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  army.  The  grand 
fignior,  with  all  his  abfolute  power,  is  as  much  a 
(lave  as  any  of  his  fubjedls,  and  trembles  at  a  janiza- 
ry's frown.  Here  is,  indeed,  a  much  greater  ap- 
pearance of  fiihje«5lion  than  amongft  us ;  a  minifter  of 
llnte  is  not  fpoke  to,  but  upon  the  knee -,  Ihould  a 
reflection  on  his  condu<5t  be  dropt  in  a  coffee-houfe, 
(for  they  have  fpies  every  where)  the  houfe  would  be 
razed  to  the  ground,  and  perhaps  the  whole  company 
put  to  the  torture.  No  huzzaing  mobs,  fenfelefj 
pamphlets,  and  tavern  dilputes  about  politics.  But 
U'hcn  a  minifter  here  difpleafes  the  people,  in  three 
hours  time  he  is  dragged  even  from  his  mafter's  arms. 
They  cut  off  his  hands,  head  and  feet,  and  throw 
them  before  the  palace-gate,  with  all  the  refpec!it  in 
the  world ;  while  the  fultan  (to  whom  they  all  pro- 
fefs  an  unlimited  adoration)  fits  trembling  in  his  apart- 
ment, and  dares  neither  defend  nor  revenge  his  fa- 
vourite.    This  is  the  blefled  condition  of  the  moft 
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jibfolute  monarch  upon  earth,  who  owns  no  law  but 
his  will.*  V 

<  With  refped  to  the  national  revenues,  they  are 
returnable  to  two  trealuries  •,  the  public  treafury,  and 
the  treafury  of  the  muflulmen.  The  public  trea- 
fury is  under  the  management  of  the  tefterdar, 
or  high  treal'urer,  who  has  under  him  twelve  offices, 
to  which  all  the  revenues  of  the  empire,  arifmg  from 
tributes,  cuftoms,  &c.  are  returnable,  and  out  of 
which  the  army  is  paid.  The  treafurer  is  allowed  five 
per  cent,  of  all  the  money  brought  into  the  treafury, 
which  muft  bring  him  in  at  lead  200,000  dollars  an- 
nually. One  fourth  of  the  money  he  receives  he  pays 
to  the  kietchudabeg,  or  kahya,  ./ho  is  the  grand  vi- 
zier's commiflary,  and  above  the  tefterdar.  The 
money  of  this  treafury,  called  the  public  money  of 
the  muflulmen,  is  not  to  be  touched  by  the  emperor 
but  in  the  greatcll  exigency,  much  lefs  for  private 
occafions.  The  fultan's  private  treafury,  which  he 
difpofes  of  according  to  his  own  pleafure,  is  under 
the  care  of  the  hafnaJar  brd'chi,  who  is  the  next  per- 
fon  in  rank  to  the  killar  in  the  feraorjio.  Prince  Can- 
temir  fays,  that  in  his  limc,  27,000  purlcs,  amountmg 
to  thirteen  milHons  and  a  half  of  rix-dollar-s  were 
annually  returned  to  both  treafiiries.  The  co'ifilca- 
tions  ot  the  ePcates  and  cflcdls  of  the  balhas,  and  other 
officers,  together  with  the  money  arifing  from  the 
efcheats  of  Turks  dying  without  inale-iiruc,  make 
alfo  a  very  confider.ible  article.' 

'I  he  money  current  at  Conilanunoplc  is,  the  man- 
gour,  which  is  half  a  quadrin,  copper- money,  and 
iix  of  them  niake  an  afper,  which  is  a  little  piece  of 
fjlver,  (tamped  with  the  grand  fignior's  name,  and 
worth  eight  deniers,  or  three  farthings  Iterling.  T  he 
ifolette  is  worth  fifty-five  afpers.  Tlie  aflani,  or  Ger- 
man rix-doUnr,  fo  called  becaufe  it  is  ilampcd  with 
a  liL  ,  in  Turkifh  allan,  is  worth  eighty  alpers,  and 
thepiaftre,  orpicade,  ninety.  The  Turkilh  chequin  is 
worth  twopiaftres,  and  the  Venetian,  ten  afpers  more. 
,•>   ,  The 
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•  The  afpers  are  many  of  them  counterfeit.  Their 
weights  are  the  quirat,  which  is  four  grains,  and  fix- 
tfcn  of  them  make  a  drachm  ;  the  medical  is  a 
ctrachm  and  a  iialf,  twelve  drachms  make  an  ounce ; 
'  the  rofte  is  twelve  ounces -,  the  oque  is  three  rottes, 
©r  four  hundred  drachms  ;  and  the  cantar  is  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rottes. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  haughty  ftile  ufed  by  the 
ottoman  fukans,  we  (hall  here  entertain  the  reader 
with  a  cartel,  equally  infolcnt  and  extravagant,  fent 
by  Solyman  I  emperor  of  the  Turks,  to  iMaximilian 
II.  emperor  of  the  Germans. 

*'  By  connivance  of  the  great  God  in  heaven,  we 
Solyman,  god  on  earth,  great  and  fublime  emperor 
of  all  the  world,  lord,  mafter,  and  difpofer  of  all 
the  followers  of  Chrift  -,  wc  fend  and  declare  unto 
thee,  Maximilian,  indignation,  misfortune,  and  in- 
fidelity to  thee  and  thy  princes,  fubjedls  and  adhe- 
rents. We,  moreover,  give  thee  to  know,  that  we, 
by  the.  fufferance  of  the  great  God,  ftiled  on  earth 
the  perpetual  and  univerfal  God,  moft  mighty  em- 
peror, foklan  of  Babylon,  lord  of  Armenia,  the 
mightieft  in  Perfepolis  and  Numidia,  the  great  auxi- 
liary of  God,  prince  in  Barbary,  even  unto  the 
moiinrains  of  Achaia-,  king  of  kings,  from  the  me- 
ridian to  the  pole,  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  to  the 
Jrtting  thereof,  the  firft  and  chief  placed  in  the  para- 
dife  of  Mahomet,  the  fcourge  of  Chriftendom  and 
Chridians,  keeper  and  defender  of  the  fepulchre  of 
thy  God  crucified,  the  only  viftorious  and  triumphant 
lord  of  all  the  world,  and  of  all  circuits  and  pro- 
vinces thereof:  thou,  Maximilian,  who  flileft  thyfelf 
king  of  our  kingdom  of  Hungary,  we  will  vifit  thee 
for  that  caufe,  and  make  thee  acquainted  with  our 
ftrcngth  of  thirteen  kingdoms,  coll-edcd  into  one 
hundred  thoufand  horl'e  and  foot,  preparcxl  for  war, 
with  all  the  power  of  Turkilh  munition,  fuch  as  thou, 
nor  any  of  thy  fervants  have  feen,  heard,  or  had  know- 
legc  of  J  and  this  even  before  thy  chief  city  Vienna. 

We, 
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We,  Solyman,  god  on  earth,  in  defiance  of  thee, 
thy  adfierents,  and  abettors,  do,  with  our  warlike 
ftrength,  pronounce  and  intend  thine  and  their  utter 
deftrudion  and  depopulation,  by  every  poITible  means 
we  can  devife  ;•  and  this  we  fignify  unto  thee,  to  the 
end  that  thou  and  thy  miferable  people  may  prepare 
yourfelves  for  death  or  ruin  :  with  us  it  is  determined, 
by  the  hands  of  our  janizaries,  to  ravage  and  fpoil 
thee,  and  all  thy  Gerrri^in  kingdoms  and  provinces. 
This  mifery  we  have  denounced  againft  thee  and  thy 
princes :  have  thou  no  doubt  but  we  will  come. 
Dated  in  the  year  of  our  reign  forty-feven,  in  the  city 
of  Conllantinople,  from  which  we  did  expel  thy  pre- 
deceflbrs,  their  wives,  children,  and  friends,  and 
made  them  miferable  flaves  and  captives." 

*  All  thefe  tumid  menaces  evaporated  in  fmoke. 
Solyman,  it  is  true,  made  vaft  preparations  to  invade 
Hungary  with  a  powerful  army,  and  invefted  the  city 
of  Sigeth,  on  the  frontiers  of  Sclavonia,  which  was 
defended  by  count  Serini  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
garrifon.  Solyman  did  not  live  to  fee  the  place  re- 
duced, but  died  before  it  of  a  malignant  fever.  The 
vizier,  however,  continued  the  fiege,  and  the  place 
was  defended  to  the  laft  extremity  by  the  gallant  Se- 
rini, who,  finding  it  impoflible  longer  to  withftand 
the  fury  of  the  allailants,  made  a  fally  with  his  gar- 
rifon, and  was  flain  with  all  his  followers.  The  vizier, 
having  entertained  his  foldiers  with  the  fight  of  Se- 
rihi*s  head  upon  a  pole,  afterward  fent  it  to  count 
Salm,  who  then  commanded  at  Raab,  together  with 
this  iliort  billet :  *'  In  token  of  my  love,  1  fend  thee 
the  head  of  a  mofl:  refolute  and  valiant  commander, 
thy  friend.  The  reft  of  his  body  1  have  decently 
buried,  as  became  fuch  a  man.  Sigeth  bids  thee  fare- 
wel  for  ever."] 

Mr.  Thevenot  left  Conftantinople,  Auguft  ^oth, 
1 6, 6,  and  failed  in  a  faique  to  Montagna,  from 
whence  he  rode .  to  Burfa,  which  was  called  by  the 
antients  Prufia,  the  metropolis  of  the  antient  king- 
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dom  of  Bythinia,  and  which  was  the  capital  city  of  the 
Turkilh  empire  in  the  reign  of  Orcan,  the  fon  of  Of- 
man  the  firft  fultan,  who  took  it  in  the  726th  year  of 
the  hcgyra,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1325  •,  but 
it  was  taken  from  Bajazet  by  Tamerlane.  It  is  about 
ten  miles  diflant  from  Mount  Olympus  •,  is  pleafantly 
fituated,  and  water  is  fo  plentiful,  that  befide  what 
they  have  in  their  dwelling- houfes,  they  have  foun- 
tains in  their  houfes  of  office  for  their  ablutions. 
They  have  lome  waters  that  run  through  the  town, 
fo  hot  as  to  boil  an  eg^,  of  which  they  have  made 
fevcral  bagnios,  whicli  ierve  for  the  cure  of  many 
diftempcrs,  and  people  come  above  100  miles  to 
wafh  in  them. 

From  Burfa  he  went  to  Smyrna  with  the  caravan  ; 
and  becaufe  nothing  is  to  be  met  withal  upon  this 
road  but  water,  travellers  mud  carry  all  their  provi- 
fions  and  houfliold-ftufF  along  with  them,  or  want 
both.  It  is  a  large  town,  and  well  inhabited  both 
by  Turks  and  Chriftians,  but  is  neither  pleafant  nor 
ilrong.  It  is  commanded  by  a  caftle,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  in  the  way  to  the  Greek  church,  called  San- 
ta Veneranda,  is  a  great  amphitheatre,  where  St.  Po- 
lycarp,  St.  John's  fcholar  and  bifViop  of  Smyrna,  fuf- 
fered  martyrdom.  The  port  is  but  fmall,  but  the 
road  is  fpacious  and  fare,  and  has  a  caftle  lately  built 
to  command  it.  By  the  road  ftands  the  cuftom-houfe, 
and  the  houfes  of  the  coniuls,  merchants,  and  Franks, 
who  h.ive,  for  the  moft  part,  a  back-door  toward  the 
fea. 

Befide  Turks,  there  live  in  it  Chriftians  of  all 
countries,  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Latins.  1  he 
Greeks  have  two  churches,  the  Armenians  have  alfo 
two  churches,  and  tlie  Latins  as  many.  The  country 
about  it  is  plain  and  fertile  in  olive-trees,  and  full  of 
gardens.  All  things  there  are  in  abundance,  and 
their  wine  is  moft  excellent.  It  is  very  fubjeft  to 
earthquakes,  which  happen  every  year,  and  often 
ruin  the  town  -,  but  it  is  foon  rebuilt  again,  becaufe 
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of  the  convenience  of  its  fituation.  The  air  in  fum- 
mer-time  would  be  very  hot,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
low  wind,  or  north  breeze,  as  they  call  it,  which 
blows  regularly  every  day,  and  much  qualifies  the 
heat. 

[We  have  a  more  correal  account  of  this  city  in 
Sir  George  Wheeler's  travels,  which  we  will  add  in 
his  own  words. "  Smyrna  hath  fo  many  advan- 
tages from  its  natural  fituation,  that  notwithftanding 
the  great  calamities  which  have  befallen  it  by  war, 
and  earthquakes,  it  having  been  no  lefs  than  fix  times 
overthrown  and  almofl:  utterly  ruined  :  yet  it  hath 
ftill  been  thought  worth  the  repairing,  and  refl:oring 
to  all  the  beauty  the  art  of  its  inhabitants  could  con- 
trive to  adorn  it  with.  It  is  fituated  at  the  bottom 
of  a  bay,  efteemed  twenty  miles  to  its  mouth,  lecured 
with  high  mountains  on. every  fide  from  ail  winds 
but  tlie  wefl:  j  whence  from  the  fea  they  can  receive 
no  damage. 

"  Smyrna  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  re- 
puted to  have  had  the  Amazon  Smyrna  for  its  foun- 
drel's.  They  therefore  (lamped  their  money  with  the 
figure  of  her  head.  Here  is  a  great  number  of  Chrif- 
tians  of  all  nations,  fefls  and  languages.  The  Latia 
church  hath  a  monaftery  of  Franciicans  •,  the  Arme- 
nians have  one  church ;  but  the  Englilh,  which  are 
the  molt  confiderable  in  number  next  the  Greeks  and 
Armenians,  have  only  a  chapel  in  the  conrul's  houl'e ; 
which  is  a  ftiame,  confidering  the  great  wealth  they 
heap  up  here  beyond  all  the  reft  :  yet  they  com- 
monly excel  them  in  their  paftor  •,  for  1  cfteem  a  gooti 
Englifh  prieft  an  evangelift,  if  compared  with  any  of 
the  reft.  The  Hollanders,  I  believe,  next  to  the  En.;^- 
lifti,  are  more  numerous  than  any  nation  of  ilii; 
Franks,  and  take  no  more  care,  as  I  could  learn, 
of  their  religious  worfhip.  But  as  to  trade,  none 
ftrive  to  outvy  each  other  fo  much  as  the  E^nglifh  and 
Hollanders,  whereof  Smyrna  and  Aleppo  are  now 
the  chief  places  in  the  Levant.  The  tr.ide  was  for- 
merly 
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merly  pretty  well  divided  between  them  j  but  fince 
their  war  with  the  French,  the  Englifh  have  much 
the  greater  part  of  it.  ,       . 

The  chief  commerce  confifts  in  raw  and  Perfian  filks, 
grograms,  both  in  yarn  and  alfo  woven,  brought  by  the 
Perfians  and  Armenians ;  and  much  cotton,  raw  and 
made  in  yarn,  &c.  which  groweth  all  about  thefe 
countries,  and  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  being 
brought  by  the  Greeks  and  Turks  to  be  fold  here. 
The  Englifh  faftory  confifts  of  fourfcore  or  an  hun- 
dred perfons,  moll  of  them  younger  fons  to  gen-  | 
tlemen,  who  give  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  to 
fome  great  merchant  of  the  Levant  company,  and 
bind  their  fons  apprentices  for  feven  years  ;  three 
whereof  they  ferve  at  London,  to  underftand  their 
mafters  concerns,  and  then  their  matters  are  obliged  J 
to  fend  them  to  negotiate  in  thefe  parts,  and  to  find 
them  bufmefs,  out  of  which  they  are  allowed  a  cer- 
tain fum  per  cent.  There,  by  their  induftry  in  traffic 
for  themfelves,  alfo  upon  good  gains,  but  little  lofs, 
they  live  genteelly,  become  rich,  and  get  great  eftates 
in  a  Ihort  time,  if  they  will  be  but  indifferent  good 
hufbands,  and  careful  of  their  own  and  their  owners  ,J 
bufinefs.'*] 

Ephefus  lies  not  above  fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues 
from  Smyrna.  In  the  way  is  a  village  called  Sede- 
qui,  about  three  leagues  from  Smyrna,  fituatcd  in  a 
very  pleafant  country  •,  for  which  reafon  the  Euro- 
pean confuls  of  Smyrna  have  their  country-houfes 
there,  and  frequently  retire  thither  to  divert  themfelves 
with  hunting.  The  rell  of  the  way  from  Sedequi  to 
Ephefus  is  over  a  very  pleafant  and  large  plain. 
Ephefus,  once  lb  noted  a  city,  is  now  nothing  but  a 
confufed  heap  of  rubbilh,  pieces  of  marble,  derno- 
liihed  walls,  broken  columns  and  chapters.  That 
part,  which  is  at  prefent  inhabited,  is  bounded  on  the 
eaft  with  a  large  plain,  which  reaches  as  far  as  the 
Archipelago,  and  on  the  fides  with  high  hills.  The 
moil  remarkable  thing  in  it  is  the  old  church  of  St. 
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John  the  evangelifl:.     The  Turks  have  converted  it 
into  a  mofque,  have  added  a  minaret,  and  adorned  it 
after  their  falhion ;    but  the  greatefl:  rarities  of  ir, 
when  it  was  a  church,  were  carried  to  Conftantinople 
to  fultan  Solyman,  to  adorn  the  mofque  he  had  crcft- 
ed  there.     The  caftle  ftands  on  a  hill  jurt  by  it,  and 
has  a  very  ancient  tower  ftill  Handing,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  a  very  curious  piece  of  fculpturc,  or  bafib- 
relievo,  which,  as  fome  fay,  reprefents  the  hillory  of 
the  famous  Roman,  Marcus  Curius  •,  but  others  fay, 
the  deftrudlion  of  Troy.     The  truth  is,  none  dare 
come  near  enough  to  take  an  exadl  view  of  it,  and  fo 
they  only  guefs  Lt  it.     In  pafling  it,  you  may  dif- 
cern  three  pieces  of  marble,  one  reprefents  Bauhnrjal, 
the  fecond  a  man  fallen  dead  from   his  horfe  -,   a 
perfon  in  a  fenator's  habit  ftanding  by,  feems  to  la- 
ment the  accident;  and  the  third  is  the  figure  of  a 
dead  body  laid  out  ready  for  interment. 

A  large  inclofure,  where  antiently  flood  the  temple 
of  Diana,  has  nothing  remaining  of  it,  but  one  large 
gate,  much  ruined  and  defaced.  Within  it,  on  the 
north  fide,  is  engraven  on  a  (tone  a  man  on  horfeback, 
with  a  dog  by  him,  and  a  ferpent  twilled  round  a 
tree.  On  the  fouth-fide  are  two  infciiptions,  but 
they  are  fo  mingled,  that  their  meaning  is  not  to  be 
guefled  at.  Not  far  from  Ephcfus  lies  an  illmd  cal- 
led Scala  Nova,  but  by  the  Turks,  Cous-Adafi,  or 
the  Ifland  of  Birds.  Here  are  the  richell  Muic.idir.e 
wines  made,  of  all  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelaj^o. 

From  Smyrna  Mr.  Thevenot  went  f.)r  a  diverfion 
to  fee  the  wonders  of  Chio,  fo  much  talked  of  throui^h- 
out  all  Afia.  This  ifland,  which  may  be  called  the 
paradife  of  Greece,  is  governed  by  Chnilians,  tliough 
under  the  authority  of  the  Turks,  who  command  in 
fmall  matters.  1  he  people  obtained  thefe  privile<>cs 
by  fubmitting  voluntarily  to  Mahomet  II.  v/hcn  h'2 
conquered  Greece  •,  and  the  Turks  fuller  them  to  en- 
joy them  without  controul.  Up  and  down  rhe  coun- 
ts"/ are  feveral  churches,  belonging  either  to  the  p'- 
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pi(h  bilhops  or  monks  i  but  the  Greeks  have  many 
more  in  ieveral  places,  the  Latin  churches  being  reck- 
oned but  301,  but  the  Greeks  500  :  they  are  all  we)l 
ferved,  and  divine  fervice  is  performed  with  as  many 
ceremonies,  as  if  it  were  in  the  heart  of  Chriftendom, 
for  the  Turks  molell  them  not. 

This  iQand  produces  great  quantities  of  maftic. 
They  prick  the  trees  in  the  months  of  Augull  and 
•  September,  and  the  mallic,  which  is  their  gum,  fweat- 
ing  out  by  the  holes  made  in  the  bark,  runs  down 
the  tree,  and  falls  upon  the  ground.  There  it  con- 
geals into  flat  pieces,  which  they  gather  fome  time 
after,  and  lay  it  in  the  fun  to  dry,  and  then  range  and 
Ihake  them  in  a  fieve  to  feparate  the  dufl  from  them  5 
which  fo  fticks  to  the  faces  of  thole  that  do  it,  that 
it  cannot  be  got  off  but  by  rubbing  their  faces  with 
oil.  Thefe  villages  produce  above  1000  chefts  of 
maUic,  of  which  they  pay  to  the  grand  fignior  yearly 
300  chefts,  or  300  weight ;  every  village  being  af- 
fefled  according  to  their  quantity  of  trees  ;  and  the 
reft  they  are  obl'ged  to  fell  at  a  certain  rate,  to  the 
farmer  of  the  cuftoms.  This  maftic  is  by  Diofcorides 
allowed  to  be  the  beft  in  the  world,  though  it  grows 
alfo  in  other  places.  It  is  a  white  gum,  which  enters 
into  the  compofuion  of  many  ointments  -,  and  the 
Greeks  ufe  to  chew  it  much,  becaufe  it  makes  them 
fpit,  whitens  their  teeth,  and  fweerens  their  breath : 
they  put  it  alfo  in  their  bread  to  make  it  more  deli- 
cate. 

The  chief  town  of  dfis'iile  is  of  the  fame  name. 
It  hath  good  houfes,  and  the  ftreets  are  wide  enough 
for  coaches :  it  is  not  large,  but  well  peopled,  and 
moft  part  of  the  inhabitants  arc  Chriftians,  either 
Greeks  or  Latins,  who  have  each  of  them  a  bifhop, 
and  feveral  churches  •,  but  the  Greeks  have  moft  by 
far.  They  have  allb  many  convents  of  nuns,  but  not 
fo  ftridly  ftiut  up  but  that  men  may  come  at  them, 
and  they  will  be  kind  to  them,  Ibmetimes  even  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  ChnlUun  chiu'ity.     I'hey  may 
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leave  their  convent  when  they  pleafe  -,  and  their  bufi- 
ncfs,  while  they  are  in  it,  is  to  embroider  in  gold, 
filver  and  filk,  upon  handkerchiefs,  purfes,  &c.  and 
they  are  very  flcilful  in  it. 

This  whole  ifland  is  very  fubjcft  10  earthquakes, 
yet  would  be  very  fertile  were  it  not  fo  llony,  and  if  it 
had  more  water  •,  for  it  rains  fo  little  there,  that  every 
fpring  the  Turks,  Greeks,  Latins,  and  Jews,  are  forced 
to  make  procelfions  to  obtain  rain.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  the  hillinefs  and  drynefs  of  the  ifland,  it  has  all 
things  neceifary  and  good  in  fufficient  qtmntities.  It 
yields  corn  and  wine,  but  being  thick,  fome  do  not 
like  it,  becaufc,  they  fay,  they  mud  both  eat  and 
drink  it.  All  things  are  cheap  there,  and  excellent 
partridges  may  btr  had  for  little  or  nothing ;  for  they 
keep  them  tame  like  turtles,  and  have  keepers,  who 
drive  them  out  in  the  morning,  and  whiftle  them  in 
at  night,  which  call  they  always  obey.  The  inhabi- 
tants ot'  this  ifland  are  the  only  people  whp  have  pre- 
ferved  their  liberty  under  the  Turks. 

The  Chiots  make  much  damaflc,  fattins,  taffktas, 
fuftians,  and  other  filk-ftufFs,  and  drive  a  trade  in 
many  places  with  their  faiques,  viz.  to  Grand  Cairo, 
and  the  maritime  cities  of  Barbary  and  Natolia.  Such 
as  are  not  obliged  to  follow  bufmefs,  fit  whole  days 
under  the  trees  talking  together.  Learning  is  out  of 
ufe  in  this  country  -,  yet  they  have  naturally  a  fharp 
wit,  fo  that  to  avoid  their  cheats  in  dealing,  a  man 
had  need  of  all  his  eyes  about  him. 

The  Chiots,  both  men  and  women,  are  much  given 
to  dancing  ;  and  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  they  dance 
all  night  promifcuoufly,  both  in  the  cities  and  villages; 
and  a  ftranger  is  freely  allowed  to  put  in  with  them. 
They  are  not  at  all  jealou<;,  but  their  women  and 
maids  are  allowed  to  Hand  at  their  doors  to  fee  and 
talk  with  fuch  men  as  pafs  by  i  and  they  will  be  as 
meiry  and  familiar  with  ftrangers,  as  if  they  had  been 
acquainted  with  them  all  their  days.       **'  'x^^-^itv:: 
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Another  idc  of  the  Archipelago,  bordering  upon 
J  Afia,  is  Patino,  Palmofa,  or  Patmora,  antiently  Path- 

•  mos.  It  is  but  18  miles  in  compafs,  and  has  but  one 
well  built  town  in  ir,  with  a  caftle  in  the  middle  of  it, 
called,  The  Monatlery  of  St.  John,  where  209  Greek 
monks  live.  St.  John  the  Evangelift  being  biinilhcd 
into  this  ille,  is  faid  to  have  wrote  here  his  Revela- 
tions. They  carefully  keep  in  their  church  a  body 
(hut  up  in  a  cafe,  which  they  affirm  to  be  thr 
body  of  St.  John  •,  and  ihcw  a  grotto,  where  they 
hkcwife  lay  St.  John  wrote  the  Apocalypfe.  There 
are  about  30CO  louls  in  the  ille,  who  have  much  ado 
to  live,  the  ifle  being  very  dry  and  rocky.  No  Turks 
live  in  the  illand,  but  they  are  all  Chriftians  who  pay 

"i  tribute  to  the  grand  iignior.     The  Corlairs  put  into 
I  this  ifland  to  careen,  anJ  take  frefh  water. 

The  ifle  of  Nixia,  anticndy  Naxos,  is  120  mile? 
.  in  compafs.  It  was  fubjecft  to  the  Sanudi  and  Soma- 
rigi,  Venetian  dukes,  till  the  Turks  took  it  under 
^  the  emperor  Solymus ;  yet  there  are  Hill  in  it  feveral 
,  noble  families  defcended  of  thofe  duke?:.  Tiie  land  is 
"  fruitful  in  all  things,  but  efpecially  the  valley  of  Dar- 
,  milla,  which  has  iS  villages.     By  the  fea-fide,  over 

•  againll  the  ifland  of  Nicaria,  is  to  be  feen,  upon  a 
very  Peep  and  rugged  mountain,  ibme  ruins  of 
the  caftle  of  Apollo-,  and  it  is  a  Wonder  how  (tones 
could  be  got  up  fo  high  to  build  it.  By  it  are  four 
little  towns  well  inhabited. 

On  the  hills  hereabout  many  goats  feed  upon  an 
herb,  called  Ledum,  which  leaves  a  kind  of  vifcou"^ 
dew  upon  their  beards,  that  turns  into  a  gum, 
of  a  very  good  fmell,  called  Labdanum,  or  Lauda- 
num, and  is  gathered  by  cutting  off  their  beards. 

About  fix  miles  from  Nixia  is  the  ifle  of  Paro,  an- 
tiently calledParos,  which  has  diree  cafl:les,  feveral  vil- 
lages, and  a  good  harbour  for  all  forts  of  vcffch  j  fair 
churches,  and  many  Greek  priefts  and  monks.  The 
antiquities  of  this  ifle,  confifting  in  ftatues,  marblt 
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thefts,  &c.  were  carried  away  by  an  Englifli  gentle- 
man, who  took  all  he  could  find  here,  as  well  as  at 
Deles,  now  called  Sedrille,  where  was  plenty  of  them  ■, 
but  now  there  remains  but  one  image  of  a  woman, 
fo  large  that  it  cannot  be  ftirred.  This  ifle  was  fa- 
mous for  its  noble  quarries  of  marble,  and  for  the 
oracle  of  Apollo  heretofore,  but  now  it  is  the  refort  of 
the  corfairs.  The  ifland  of  Myconc,  antiently  Myco- 
nus,  was  once  a  well  peopled  ifle,  but  now  is  almoft: 
forfaken,  bccaufc  of  the  rigorous  perfecution  of  the 
Turks.     It  is  about  three  miles  round. 

We  pafs  over  feveral  i  (lands  of  inferior  note  ;  as 
the  enumeration  of  them  would  furnilh  very  little 
either  of  information  or  entertainment. 

From  Chio  Mr.  Thevenot  failed  into  Egypt,  and 
in  his  paflage,  being  left  before  the  iQe  of  Samos,  he 
took  a  view  of  it.  It  is  a  very  barren  country,  though 
famous  for  having  been  the  birth-place  of  Pythago- 
ras, Polycrates,  and  the  Sibyl :  it  is  eighty  miks  in 
circuit.  Over  againft  Samos,  and  pretty  near  it,  is  the 
ifle  of  Nicaria,  antiently  called  Icaria,  from  Icarus  the 
fon  of  Dasdalus.  It  is  of  a  long  figure,  arid  the  land 
is  very  dry  and  full  of  rocks,  in  which  are  the  houfes 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  arc  in  all  about  3000  fouls, 
very  poor  and  ill  clad. 

'i'hey  are  much  addifted  to  fwimming,  and  filhing 
up  fponges  and  wrecks ;  and  the  richelt  men,  or  pa- 
pas in  the  ifle,  give  their  daughters  to  the  bell  fwim- 
mer,  which  is  tncd  before  the  damfel  and  her  fa- 
ther :  he  that  can  remain  longeft  under  water  wins 
the  maid.  They  pay  the  grand  fignior  tribute  iu 
fponges.  They  have  vineyards  among  the  rocks  here 
and  there,  and  they  make  of  the  grapes  a  fort  of 
white  wine,  as  clear  as  warer,  which  palles  by  urine 
as  foon  as  it  is  drank.  The  wine,  as  alio  v^ax  and 
honey,  they  trade  with  to  Chio.  The  inhabitants  are 
well  fliaped  and  ftrong.  Ihe  old  Grejk  emperors  of 
Conftantinople  baniflicd  perlbns  of  qualty  that  had 
o.Ttnd'jd  thcjn  in  10  this  ifle. 
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Leaving  Samos,  he  came  to  the  ifle  of  Stanchioy 
otherwife  called   Ifola  Longa,    ninety  miles  diftant. 
from  it.      It  was  antiently  called  Coos,  is  fcventy 
miles  in  circuit,  and  very  fruitful,  efpecially  in  good 
wine.     On  the  port  by  the  Tea- fide  is  a  pretty  good 
caftle,  where  the  Turks  keep  garrifon.     The  town 
lies  behind  it,  where  there  is  a  prodigious  tree  of  that 
vaft  extent,  as  to  cover  2000  men  eafily,  the  branches 
being  ibpportcd  with  many  (lones  and  wooden  pil- 
lars ;  there  are  fcvcral  barbers-fhops,  coffce-houfes, 
and  fuch  like  places,  befide  Ix^nches  to  fit  on,  under 
it.     It  was  aiiiit'ntly  famous  for  the  temple  of  i^fcu- 
lapiiis,  and  the  births  of  Hippocrates  the  prince  of 
phyliciuns,  and  Apclles  the  prince  of  painters.    The 
knights  of  Malta  held  it,  whfn  they  were  maftcrs  of 
Rhodes,  and  there  are  ftill  many  monuments  remaining 
in  it.    Strangers  here  are  more  rcL^arded  by  the  women 
thjn  is  grateful  to  their  hufbands. 

He  failed  next  to  the  callle  of  Bodroii,  which  lies 
ovtT  afijninft  Stanchio-  at  12  miles  diftance.  There 
is  a  good  port,  but  fo  fliut  U[)  with  dirt,  that  great 
fiiips  cannot  get  into  it.  You  enter  this  caftle  through 
fcvcn  gates,  over  which  are  levcral  coats  of  arms, 
which  belonged  to  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  that  com- 
manded there. 

From  Bodrnu  he  failed  to  Rhodes,  which  is  10a 
miles  from  Stancl^io.  The  ifle  of  Rhodes  has  Lycia 
on  the  north,  being  parted  from  it  by  the  fen,  which 
is  20  miles  broad  ;  the  ifie  of  Cyprus  on  the  caft ; 
Candia  on  the  weft,  ami  Egypt  on  the  fouth.  It  is 
100  miles  in  circuit,  lying  in  a  temperate  climate. 
The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  hath  feveral  villages  in  it 
wcrll  inhabited,  bcfide  a  fmall  city  which  is  ftrong. 
This  ifland  has  been  under  the  Greeks,  and  under 
tlie  Saracens,  who  loft  it  to  the  knights  hofpitallers 
of  Jerufalem  in  1309.  They  held  it  200  years,  and 
now  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  who  under  Solyman 
II.  took  it  in  1522. 
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•fhc  to  vn  hath  two  harbours,  of  which  the  Great 
t^ort,  being  fquare  and  fpacious  enough,  is  not  very 
iiife,  when  the  wind  blowi  from  El.  N.  E.  or  S.  E, 
On  the  right-hand,  at  the  entry  of  this  port,  is  a  new 
tower,  built  by  the  Turks,  in  a  place  where  the  old 
tower  of  St.  Nicholas  flood.  It  is  well  furtiifhed  witJ> 
cannon  •,  and  over  againft  this  tower,  Hands  the  caille 
of  St.  Angelo,  but  fomcwhat  ruinous.  This  caftle 
and  tower  were  built  in  the  place  where  flood  the  feet 
of  the  great  Coloflus,  one  of  the  fevcn  wonders  of 
the  world  ;  between  the  legs  of  which  a  Hiip  under 
fail  might  pafs.  It  repreleiued  the  fun,  and  was  caft 
by  Chares  the  Lyndian.  It  was  leventy  cubits  high, 
llrided  fifty  fathoms,  and  carried  a  light- houfe  in  one 
hand.  It  was  overthrown  by  an  earthquake,  and 
being  broke  to  pieces  by  the  Saracens,  was  fold  to 
a  Jew,  who  loaded  900  camels  'vith  the  metal,  and 
carried  it  to  Alexandria,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
954,  and  1 46 1  years  after  it  was  made.  The  port 
of  the  gallies,  which  is  covered  by  the  caftle  of  St. 
Erme,  is  a  good  harbour,  and  able  to  contain  many 
gallies  i  but  the  moutli  of  it  is  fo  narrow,  that  one 
galley  only  can  enter  at  a  time.  It  looks  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  and  is  every  night  ihut  with  a  chain.  On 
the  fide  of  this  port  is  a  piazza,  with  fome  trees  and 
a  fountain  in  it,  and  at  the  bottom  of  it  the  arfcnal, 
where  gallies  and  faiques  arc  built.  The  town  is  fmall, 
but  flrong,  having  high  and  well-built  walls,  planted 
with  faulcons  on  the  top,  and  below  there  are  port- 
holes for  great  cannon. 

It  hath  three  gates,  one  to  the  fea,  where  corn  is 
fold,  and  two  to  the  land-fi  ie.  Over  the  water-gate 
is  fet  up  the  dragon's  head,  which  was  33  feet  long, 
wafted  all  the  country  round,  and  was  flain  by  Deo- 
gate  de  Gozon,  one  of  the  knights  of  St.  John.  The 
itreets  of  the  town  are  tolerably  broad,  all  paved  with 
litde  ftones,  and  for  the  moft  part  covered  with  pent- 
houfes  on  each  fille  :  there  are  feveral  fair  buildings 
in  it.     Rhodes  is  inhabited  now 'only  by  Turks  and 
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Jews ',  for  though  the  Chriftians  are  permitted  to 
keep  fliops  in  town  in  the  day-time,  yet  in  the  night 
they  muft  retire  to  villages  in  the  country  about  it. 
Lirido,  the  country  of  Chares,  who  mcde  the  CqIoI- 
fus  of  Rhodes,  is  a  little  rock  at  the  point  of  the  ifie 
of  Rhodes,  60  miles  from  the  town.  It  has  a  fmall 
town  on  it,  with  a  very  good  fort. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  Mediterranean,  lies  the  noble 
ifland  of  Cyprus,  famous  in  all  aees  for  the  fertility 
of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  its  climate,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  its  fituation.  It  has  been  known  in  dif- 
ferent ages  of  the  world,  by  very  different  names  -, 
and  fome  of  thefe  are  fuch,  that  it  would  be  a  diffi- 
cult thing  to  point  but  clearly  the  authorities  upon 
>vhich  they  arc  founded.  -At  length  it  was  called 
Cyprus,  but  from  whence  it  is  not  very  clear  -,  fome 
fay  from  its  copper  mines,  others  from  cyprefs-trees 
which  were  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  it. 

In  antient  times  it  was  confecrated  to  Venus,  who 
is  ftilcd  by  the  poets,  the  Cyprian  Goddefs  •,  and  the 
reafon  of  this  feems  to  have  been  from  the  wanton- 
riefs  of  its  inhabitants ;  ss  this  again  may  be  derived 
from  the  excellence  of  its  climate,  and  from  the  fer- 
tility of  the  country.  The  longed  day  is  about  four- 
teen hours  and  a  half*,  their  weather  in  fummcr  \% 
prodigioufly  hot,  To  that  fometimes  their  brooks,  and 
cvtn  their  rivers,  have  been  dried  up  •,  and  in  the 
reign  of  Conflantine  the  Great,  •■.hen  they  had  no 
rain  for  ^j6  years,  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  dcferted. 
But  fuch  accidents  happen  leldom,  and  therefore 
oiiglit  not  to  be  mentioned  as  objeftions  to  the  gene- 
ral repute  this  country  has  been  in  for  its  great  fruit- 
fulntls. 

it  abounds  with  wine,  oil,  corn,  fugar,  cotton, 
honey,  wool,  turpentine,  allum,  verdigreafe,  all 
forts  of  metal?,  and  moft  excellent  fait.  This  ifland 
sfTords  feverai  good  ports,  all  the  materials  requifite 
for  building  of  lliips,  all  the  commodities  that  can 
be  vlcfircd  for  carrying  on  a  great  trade  j  and,  if  it 
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were  under  a  right  government  for  one  century,  might 
be  able  to  defend  itfelf  againll  all  its  neighbours. 
At  prefent  it  is  thinly  peopled,  and  not  half  cultivated. 
A  Turkifh  baflia  deftroyed  all  the  fugar-canes,  ro 
prevent  the  Cypriots  from  having  too  much  wealth  ; 
an  evil  which  there  is  now  n:>  rcafon  to  fear.  In  a 
word,  it  is  at  this  day  the  cleared  proof  that  can  be 
given,  how  much  a  bad  government  can  dcfear  all 
the  kind  intentions  of  nature  :  for  in  fpite  of  all  the 
advantages  that  a  country  can  poflibly  have,  there 
never  was  a  more  difnal  or  defolate  place  than  this 
iHand  is  at  this  day.  From  having  millions  of  people, 
there  are  now  in  it  f  arce  30,000 ;  from  a  climate  that 
produced  a  perpetual  fpring,  it  is  btrcome  both  un- 
vvholefomeand  unpleafant;  from  ciric';  and  tov/ns  that 
touched  each  other,  there  are  now  only  villages  and 
heaps  of  ruins ;  from  abundance  of  all  things,  the 
inhabitants  are  reduced  to  indigence  and  ftarving. 
So  that,  except  to  confidcrate  and  intelligent  perlcn?, 
the  face  of  the  modern  Cyprus  refutes  all  that  ant'ent 
authors  have  faid  in  its  favour.  Such  are  the  cttects 
of  a  falfe  religion  and  tyrannical  government.  -^-^  ■ 
It  would  be  inexcufable  in  fpeaking  of  thcfe  i (lands, 
to  fuffer  that  which  makes  the  pircarefl:  figure  in  hif- 
tory,  to  remain  hidden,  and  out  of  the  reader's  view  ; 
I  mean  the  i(land  of  Candia,  fo  lop.g  the  thearrL-  of 
war  between  the  Venetians  and  the  Turks.  '1  he  in- 
habitants of  this  ifland  arc  allowed  to  be  lenHbie,  as 
well  as  brave  and  hardy  •,  whereas  the  Sciotcs,  cr  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland  of  Scio,  are  comnionly  call  cl 
Prafiinos  by  the  Turks,  vvhich  is  as  much  a;:  to  lay. 
Green.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  tiie  Turi/ifn  ba- 
flia,  much  efteemed  for  his  wifdom,  ohlerviiig  th;* 
manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  faid,  thar 
"  A  wife  Sciot  and  a  green  horfe  were  rarities  equally 
hard  to  be  met  with.'*  By  this  unlucky  rarcafm  he 
(lamped  the  name  of  Praffimos  upon  this  whgle  na- 
tion. But  for  the  Candiots,  thou2"h  the  lurks  Uv.i: 
them,  yet  they  cannot  help  ovvning,  ciiat  I'lev  (lavr* 
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both  courage  and  underftanding-,  of  both  which  they 
gave  ample  tcftimony  in  the  courle  of  the  long  wnr 
before-mentioned. 

The  ifland  of  Candia,  which  in  old  time  was,  and 
alfo  now  is  by  t!ie  Turks  called  Crete,  hath  followed, 
for  the  moft  parr,  that  of  the  empire  of  Greece,  and 
is  now  fubje6tcd  to  tlie  tyranny  ot  the  Turks,  after  a 
war  of  above  27  years  -,  in  which  time  the  Venetians 
did  bravely,  and  with  unparalleled  courage,  defend 
the  city  of  Candia  to  the  lall  extremity.  After  a  clofe 
fiege,  for  near  two  years  continuance,  the  vizier  there 
in  perfon,  and  with  him  the  bed  of  all  the  Ottoman 
forces,  they  were  forced  to  furrender ;  yet  upon  the 
moft  honourable  terms  that  themfelves  could  propufe, 
carrying  away  with  them,  not  only  their  cannon  and 
all  other  ammunition,  but  alfo  the  bells  which  wt^re  in 
the  fteeples,  and  whatever  ell'e  they  thought  worth 
their  labour.  The  vizier  was  lb  much  overjoyed  that 
the  city  was  furrcndered  to  him,  that  he  appointed 
feveral  of  the  Turkifti  boats  to  aflift  the  Venetians, 
if  they  fhould  have  occafion  for  their  help,  in  carry- 
ing their  goods  to  the  (hips.  He  was  fo  obfervant  of 
his  word  on  the  ceiTation,  that  he  cauled  two  janiza- 
ries to  be  put  to  death  for  attempting  to  force  their 
way  into  the  city. 

All  Empope  has  heard  of  this  great  fiege ;  how 
many  thoufand  bombs  were  call  into  the  city  j  how 
many  mines  were  blown  up  -,  and  how  many  bold 
aflaulis  the  Turks  made.  They  had  at  lad  worked 
themfelves  fo  near  the  walls,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  the  befieged  to  make  ufe  of  any  of  their  great 
guns;  for  no  fooner  could  a  man  appear  to  level  a 
gun,  but  there  was  a  fnowcr  of  bullets  and  arrows : 
lo  that  the  Turks  would  often  attempt  to  undermine, 
and  the  Venetians  to  cou/uermine  them  \  and  when 
they  met  under  ground,  they  fought  moll  defperate- 
)y.  The  Venetians  have  an  engine  which  they  call 
Trombo  di  Fuoco,  it  is  as  long  as  a  half- pike,  the 
ih-ifF  bigger  i  n  the  end  are  two  irons  about  two 
...    ■     d  feet 
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feet  long,  in  the  form  of  a  fork,  in  which  is  faftened 
a  trunk  made  of  iron,  and  fomc  are  wood ;  in  it  are 
five  charges,  each  firing  fcvcrally  and  at  a  certain 
time,  and  carry  feveral  bullets  to  do  execution  as  far 
as  a  piftol :  rhey  fct  fire  to  it  at  the  fore- part,  and 
have  a  touch  to  reach  from  one  chamber  to  the 
other.  Another  invention  they  had  to  fifli  up  the 
Turks  when  they  attempted  to  undermine  their  walls : 
they  had  hooks  made  in  the  form  of  a  boat's  grap- 
pling, the  points  fharp,  faftened  to  a  rope,  and  four 
or  five  feet  of  chain  at  the  end  •,  thefe  hooks  they 
often  caft  over  the  walls  amongft  the  Turks,  and  kU 
dom  failed  to  bring  up  a  Turk,  fome  faftened  by  the 
cJoaths,  others  by  the  body.  I  have  heard  fome  of 
the  officers  fay  they  have  taken  feveral  in  a  night ; 
for  when  the  hook  was  faftened,  they  gave  them  not 
time  to  unhook  themfelves,  but  had  them  foon  over 
the  walls. 

This  Ifland  had  twenty  cities,  and  above  one  thou- 
fand  towns,  villages,  and  large  monafteries ;  now 
there  are  not  above  four  cities,  and  three  himdred 
towns  and  villages.  Several  men  have  feveral  opi- 
nion*: about  the  labyrinth  here  -,  but  one  fignior  Ve- 
netando,  who  was  bora  in  a  neighbouring  village, 
gives  this  account :  that  a  certain  king  of  this  ifland 
had  fo  great  a  hatred  for  all  women,  that  he  ordered 
this  place  for  his  court;  and  at  laft  lived  fo  privately, 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  any  perfons  to  come  to  him, 
but  fuch  as  adminiftered  afl?airs,  and  ruled  in  his  ftead. 
He  would  feldom  come  out,  but  to  worfliip  at  a 
temple,  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  which  ftood  clofe  by 
it.  In  this  labyrinth  he  ended  his  days,  and  had  a 
tamous  tomb  built  fbr  him,  the  ruins  of  which  they 
fliew  you.    «  '^  '  '^     ; 

The  labyrinth  is  about  two  miles  about,  being  fo 
covered  on  the  top  with  earth,  as  it  fcems  to  be  all 
firm  land  -,  we  entered  it  with  two  torches  and  can- 
dles in  lanthorns,  having  a  line  to  diredl  us  out  again. 
The  way  is  plain  under  foot,  and  arched  over  head, 
•  ^  fomc 
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i'ome  arches  being  about  ten  feet  high,  fome  more, 
feme  lefs,  with  leveral  windings.  I  made  it  my  bu- 
linefs  to  obferve  if  there  was  any  thing  of  a  building 
in  the  pillars  or  fides,  but  found  it  moftly  an  entire 
Itonc-,  which  they  told  me  wasfo  well  cemented  toge- 
ther, that  indeed  it  ?ppirared  fo.  Here  are  a  great  many 
fmall  vaults,  about  four  feet  long,  two  broad,  and 
two  over,  which  were  for  burying-places.  There  are 
abundance  of  batts  which  hang  in  ciuflers,  fome  of 
them  larger  than  ordinary.  We  endeavoured  to  fright 
them,  fcorching  tjieir  wines,  by  which  we  found 
there  was  life  in  diem  :  their  fleep  is  obferved  to  be 
much  more  found  with  a  north-wind,  than  with  a 
fouth-wind  •,  as  the  fprin^  comes  on  they  leave  this 
their  palace.  We  had  almofl  ended  our  line,  being 
about  I  CD  pikes,  which  is  about  eighty  yards,  and 
then  returned  out,  being  a  good  hour  in  the  laby- 
rinth. The  damps  are  very  great,  againft  rain  it  is 
always  dropping,  but  very  dry  with  northerly  winds. 
At  the  end  is  a  lake,  and  they  tell  you,  that  fome 
who  have  attempted  to  go  to  it,  have  been  drawn  into 
it.  Our  curiofity  did  not  invite  us  to  fee  it  i  for 
though  it  were  not  true,  as  in  probability  it  is  not, 
the  noifo.T.e  fmclls  are  enough  to  flifle  one.  To  the 
fouth-wei^  about  ten  miles  diflant,  is  that  famous  and 
great  mountain,  called  Pfilla  Vuona,  formerly  mount 
Ida  i  at  four  of  the  clock  it  cafts  a  fliadov/  on  the  la- 
byrinth. On  it  are  many  pleafant  nionaderies,  with 
groves  of  cyprefs-trces,  and  abundance  of  fountains. 
Some  fay  the  coall  of  Barbary  may  be  ken  from  the 
top.  From  the  labyrinth  to  Candia,  is  about  ten 
hours  riding,  rnoft  in  a  plain,  till  within  ten  miles  of 
the  city.  '   '   '* 

There  are  in  this  ifland  abundance  of  monaflerics, 
but  very  poor,  and  fome  arc  fhut  up  for  want  of 
monks,  Candia,  fo  famous  and  generally  known  for 
the  brave  defence  it  made  againft  the  Turks,  appears, 
by  the  ruins,  to  have  been  one  of  the  belt  cities  in 
the  mid-L'.nd  ftas.  It  is  feated  on  the  north-fide  of 
.,.,:  -.    -   .    ■     th? 
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the  ifland,  almoft  mid-way  between  Canea  nnd  Sittiaj 
in  a  plcafant  bay,  having  an  artificial  port  fecured 
from  tlie  north- wind  by  a  mole  about  200  yards  long, 
with  a  ftrong  antl  large  caftle  at  the  head,  called  Caf- 
tel  del  Molo,  having  twenty  great,  guns.  To  thq 
eaft  of  the  arfenal  is  the  old  caftle,  called  La  Batta- 
ria  del  Arfenal,  which  is  rebuilt  with  a  ditch  round 
it  to  bring  in  the  lea,  moftly  cut  out  of  a  firm  rock. 
The  port  is  almoft  round,  and  the  gallies  or  fmaller 
veflels  fecure  againft  any  wind,  but  there  is  not  wa- 
ter enough  for  fhips  of  any  confiderable  bignefs.  It 
is  filled  very  much  with  the  rubbifh  that  the  rains  car- 
ried into  it  from  the  city,  and  would  certainly  have 
bee  1  choaked  up  in  a  few  years,  had  it  not  been  for 
a  French  merchant,  one  monfieur  Dodci,  who  to  in- 
gratiate himfelf  with  the  baiha,  caufed  an  engine  to 
be  brought  from  Marleilles  to  cleanfe  it. 

The  Turks  take  a  delight  to  give  an  account  of 
the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  efpecially  will  Hiew  you 
a  fmall  cave  or  arch,  where  the  Venf!tian  genera! 
nfed  to  fleep,  (as  they  tell  you)  to  fecure  himfelf 
from  the  bombs.  Not  above  one  eighth  part  of  the 
houfes  that  formerly  were,  are  now  inhabited  ;  very 
few  being  left  entire  j  nor  do  the  Turks  repair  any 
but  thofe  where  they  dwell.  The  beams  of  the  old 
houfes  are  bought  up  and  carricdto  Venice,  Zant, 
and  other  places  j  and  being  made  of  cyprei's-wood, 
they  ferve  to  make  chefts  and  cabinets,  many  of 
which  have  been  brought  to  England.  The  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  is  not  reckont^d  to  be 
above  j 0,000,  including  Greeks.  There  i.^  a  conti- 
nual garrifon  of  2000  janizaries,  bifide  the  baftia's 
guards.  Since  the  taking  the  place,  they  have  granted 
liberty  to  all  that  will  come  to  inhabit  thcie  ;  bjc 
all  their  encouragement  ccinnot  rcfiore  it. 
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The  MILITARY  QUALITIES  of  the  fevcral 

EUROPEAN    NATIONS   compared: 
By  a  General  Officer  who   has  jqft  publiflied  an 

Account  of  the  late  Campaigns  in  Germany;  in 

■•'••"•    which  he  bore  a  great  Part.  •    ": 

•;  •\thUi^  K'  •  ...  ......  '    '     '  " ' 

•^  EXT  to  the  local  geography  of  a  country,  the 
■^  natural  hiftory,  and  political  conftitution  of  it, 
are  objefls  that  deferve  the  iitmoft  attention  •,  as  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  its  produdions,  foil,  climate, 
food,  and  form  of  government :  becaufe  on  thefe  the 
phyfical  and  moral  qualities  of  the  inhabitants  en- 
tirely depend.  Thofe  who  inhabit  the  plains,  and 
rich  countries,  are  generally  effeminate  and  bad  fol- 
diers;  impatient  under  the  lealt  fatigue,  foon  fick, 
require  too  much  food,  and  are  Icfs  adive  than  thofe 
of  the  mountains,  and  in  every  refpedl  inferior  to 
them.  What  did  not  the  poor  Scots  Highlanders  do  ? 
what  did  they  not  fuficr  ?  They  will  live  where  an 
Englifhman,  though  animated  with  equal  courage  and 
love  of  glory,  will  perifh  ;  meerly  from  the  difference 
of  their  fituation  before  they  become  foldiers.  The 
Croats  in  theemprefs's  lervice,  feldom  if  ever  encamp, 
and  are  expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the  weather; 
yet,  in  proportion,  much  fewer  of  1 1  em  die,  than 
among  the  red  of  the  troops :  whicli  can  be  attribut- 
ed only  to  the  c''fferenc(  of  the  countr'>:s  from  whence 
they  corriA,,  The  inhabitants  of  great  tov;ns  are  ftill 
worfe  thm  thofe  .:f  the  plains  ;  being  long  enervated 
with  vi(  i ,  and  its  c  ^rfequences,  they  are  unable  to 
fupport  iny  fatigue  :  and  are,  moi  cover,  too  talka- 
tive evei  to  form  good  and  obedient  foldiers.  The 
form  of  '^'>vcrnment  produces  no  lefs  variety  in  tht 
charaders  of  men,  than  the  phyfical  qualities  of  the 
country. 
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Thefubjci^lsof  a  dcfpotic  prince  being  from  their 
birih  taught  obedience,  and  fubordination,  two  eficn- 
lial  qualities  to  form  a  good  foldier  •,  if  not  entire!/ 
alienated  and  weakened  by  oppreflion,  and  poverty, 
are  preferable  to  thole  of  republics,  unlefs  thcfe  are 
animated  by  the  enthufiaftic  fire  of  liberty.  But  if 
deftitute  of  this  principle,  thefe  latter,  make  but  in- 
different foldiers  •,  becaufe  their  pretenfions  to  liberty 
clalhes  continually  with  that  blind  fubordination, 
which  conditutes  the  very  foundation  of  a  good 
army. 

Difcipline  fhould  be  adapted  to  national  charac- 
ters,  by  which  both  are  improved  :  but  as  thofe  who 
have  the  formation  and*condu(5t  of  armies,  feem 
wholly  unacquainted  with  human  nature  in  general, 
and  with  its  various  modifications,  according  to  the 
difference  of  countries  and  government ;  they  find 
themfelves  incapable  to  form  a  code  of  military  laws, 
founded  on  national  characters :  and  are  therefore 
forced  to  deftroy  thefe,  and  eftablifh  it,  on  the  weak, 
uncertain,  and  fiivifh  principle  of  fear ;  which  has 
rendered  our  armies  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  the 
anticnts. 

The  French  are  gay,  llp;ht,  and  lively,  governed 
rather  by  an  immediate  and  tranfitory  impulle,  than 
by  any  principle  of  reafon  or  feniiment :  their  fenfa- 
tions,  from  the  nature  of  their  climate,  are  very  de- 
licate •,  and  therefore  objefts  make  a  very  ftrong  im- 
prefTion.  From  whence  it  follows  that  they  are  impe- 
tuous, and  dangerous  in  their  attacks  ;  all  the  animal 
Ipirits  ieem  united,  and  give  them  a  more  than  or- 
dinary degree  of  vigour  tor  that  inftant-,  but  it  ex- 
haufts  tiie  whole  frame  :  the  inftant  following  they  ap- 
pear languid  and  weak,  and  changed  into  other  men. 
Tv'  this  national  character  may  be  added,  th.it  their 
armies  are  recruited  fro.n  the  clafs  of  men  that  inha- 
bit the  towns^  who,  of  all  others,  are  the  haft  pro- 
per for  foldiers,  being  vain,  impatient,  ra'kative  and 
effeminate  :  they  advance,  aftlircd  of  vkiory,  having 

a  grcac 
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a  great  opinion  of  themfclvcs,  and  contempt  of  others: 
but  if  rcpulfed,  th^ir  fpirits  arc  cxhaulhd,  Ihame 
fuccceds,  and  humbles  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  are  not  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  renew  the  at- 
tack ;  and  as  their  vanity  will  never  let  them  confels 
they  are  in  the  wrong,  they  throw  the  fault  on  their 
leaders,  become  mucinous,  and  defert.  Wherefore 
it  Ihould  be  a  maxim  in  making  war  againll  the 
French,  to  keep  them  continually  in  motion,  cfpeci- 
ally  in  bad  weather  ;  always  to  attack  them,  never  to 
permit  them  to  follow  their  own  dilpofitions,  but  force 
them  to  obferve  yours.    •  •  ?  ^.        -j^i 

The  Auftrian  army  is  conipofed  chiefly  out  of 
the  clafs  of  hibourcrs,  vaflals  of^the  great  lords  ;  they 
are  obedient  and  patient,  and  bear  without  a  mur- 
mur the  grcatclt  hardfhips :  and  though  their  reli- 
gion docs  not  liftf  to  any  degree  of  enthufiafm,  pro- 
bably for  want  of  being  excited  by  an  able  leader, 
yet  it  keeps  them  fober,  and  free  from  vice.  By 
education,  and  temper,  they  are  little  difpofed  to 
realbn  about  caufes  and  events ;  and  therefore  verv 
proper  to  form  a  good  fokjier,  and  fuperior  to  any 
other,  who  are  not  raifed  by  fomc  fpecies  of  enthu- 
fiafm. 

The  Rufllans  have  all  thefe  qualifications,  in 
common  with  the  Auftriansi  and  befide,  fuch  a  fund 
of  veneration  for  their  prince,  which  infpires  them 
with  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  that  mult  neceflariiy 
render  them  fuperior  to  every  other  army  that  is  not 
animated  witii  fimilar  principles.  Their  courage  alone 
has  rendered  them  vidlorious,  in  Ipite  of  all  thole 
difficulties  in  v/iiich  the  general  ignorance  of  their 
officers  involved  them. 

.  The  Prulfian  army,  being  compofed  chiefly  of 
ilrangers  of  different  countries,  manners,  and  reli- 
gions, arc  united  only  by  the  llrong  chain  of  military 
difcipline  :  this,  and  a  moll  rigid  attention  to  keep 
up  all  the  forms  and  difcipline  eftablilbed,  confti- 
tutCL  a  vail  and  regular  machine  •,  which  being  ani- 
'ir"  .;  matetl 
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mated  by  the  vigorous  and  powerful  genius  of  their 
leader,  may  be  juftly  accounted  one  of  the  mod  re- 
fpedablc  armies  in  Europe.  But  fhould  this  fpring, 
however,  languifh  but  for  an  inftantonly,  the  machine 
itfdf,  being  compofed  of  fuch  heterogeneous  matter, 
would  probably  fall  to  pieces,  and  leave  nothing  but; 
the  traces  of  its  antient  glory  behind. 

The  Spaniards  are  brave  and  patient ;  and  have 
befule  a  point  of  honour,  which  being  improved, 
would  make  them  good  foldiers :  their  army,  at  prc- 
i'cnt,  would  make  but  an  indifferent  figure,  for  two 
or  three  campaigns ;  as  their  generals  have  neither 
that  knowlege  Tounded  on  ftudy  and  application, 
or  that  produced  by  experience. 

The  Englilh  are  neither  fo  lively  as  'the  French, 
nor  fo  phlegmatic  as  the  Germans :  they  refemble 
more,  however,  the  former;  and  are  therefore" fome- 
what  lively  and  impatient.  If  the  nature  of  the  Eng- 
iilh  conftitution  permitted  fome  degree  more  of  difci- 
pline,  a  more  equal  diftribution  of  favours,  and  a 
total  abolifhment  of  buying  and  lelling  commiffions, 
they  would  furpafs,  at  leaft  equal,  any  troops  in  the 
world. 

The  Turks,  and  every  government  founded  on 
military  force,  muft  neceiTarily  decay  -,  unlefs  the  fame 
fanaricifm  which  gave  it  birth,  be  kept  up  by  contl- 
ijual  wars.  Mahomet  underftood  this  principle  fo 
well,  that  he  has  made  a  religious  precept  of  ir,  com- 
manding his  followers  never  to  make  peace  with 
their  eneii.ies.  As  th^  force  of  this  army  depends 
t^ntirely  on  numbers,  and  enthufiaim ;  if  this  laft  is 
ever  extinguiflied,  which  now  fccms  to  be  much  the 
cafe,  the  other  v/:l!  avail  them  nothing  :  and  that  im- 
menfe  fabric,  bnwn  no  lonper  animated  wirli  the  onlv 
ipirit  which  cci::d  ibpporc  ir,  mull  fiiik  unAcr  its 
own  weight,      ;    -  '  '■'■-:■       •  -       -    ■-•.■"    /' 
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THIS  account  is  taken  from  the  French  edition 
of  the  ingenious  Mr.  Wood's  pompous  work 
on  the  Antiquities  of  Palmyra.  A  work  which  will 
be  a  Jailing  proof  of  the  abihties  of  the  author,  and 
the  two  learned  genilemen  his  companions  in  his  tra- 
vels. From  fuch  works  it  is  impoffible  to  abridge 
without  giving  both  inftruftion  and  entertainment. 

"  Two  gentlemen  *,  fays  our  author,  who  more 
than  once  had  been  led  by  curiofity  to  travel  into 
Italy,  were  perfuaded  that  a  voyage  properly  made 
to  the  mod  remarkable  places  in  antiquity,  on  the 
coaft  of  the  Mediterranean,  might  be  of  advantage  to 
the  public,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  afford 
knowlege  and  entertainment  to  themfelves.  As  1 
iiad  already  ken  moll  of  the  places  they  propofcd  to 
vifit,  they  did  ine  the  honour  to  communicate  their 
dclign  to  me,  and  I  with  pleafure  accepted  their  invi- 
tation to  be  one  of  fuch  an  agreeable  party.  The  ad- 
vantageous idea  I  had  formed  of  tnefe  gentlemen, 

♦  Thcfc  'gentle  ncn  were  Mr.  Dawkins,  and  Mr.  Bouvcrie. 

whom 
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^^holn  I  liad  fcvcial  times  met  in  France  and  Italy, 
n  iitcied  mc  with  all  the  fuccers  that  could  he  hoped 
i\>i  t'lom  liich  a  voyage.  1  heir  friendfhip,  their  leva 
oF  antiquities  and  the  fine  arts,  and  their  being  ac* 
cultomed  to  travelling,  were  eircumlhinccs  tfiential 
to  ciir  projti^  :  circumftances  that  ieldom  meet  in 
uvo  perfons,  who  joined  to  a  tafle  and  leifure  for  fucd 
rcfearches,  the  neceflary  means  of  making  them,  and 
v/ho  had  fuHicicnt  heahh  and  courage  to  fupport  the 
Jatigue  of  doing  it.  We  agreed  that  we  could  not 
(I)  without  a  fourth  perfon  who  was  in  Italy,  and 
whofe  abilities  were  known  to  us  with  refpeifb  to  his 
IkiU  in  architcdure  and  drawing.  We  therefore 
wrote  to  him,  and  engiiged  Iiini  to  be  one  of  the 
party. 

We  chofe  Rome  for  the  place  of  our  rendezvous  ; 
and  there  fpent  tlie  winter  together,  employing  the 
grcatell  part  of  our  li  ne  ill  refrefliing  our  n^emories 
by  reading  ancient  hiftory,  and  in  perfefting  our- 
fclves  in  the  geography  of  the  country  we  propofed 
to  vifit. 

The  following  fpring  we  repaired  to  Naples,  where 
we  found  a  velTei  we  had  hired  at  London,  furnifhed 
with  every  thing  we  had  thought  would  be  of  fcrvice 
r )  us  •,  as  a  choice  colleflion  of  the  Greek  poets  and 
hldorians,  books  ol'  antiquities,  and  accounts  of  the 
bell  voyages  and  travels.  Tiiere  were  allb  on  board 
111.  h  mathematical  inllruments  as  we  might  have  oc- 
caiion  for ;  and  prefents  lit  for  the  Turks  of  diftinc- 
lion  and  others,  to  whom  We  might  be  obliged  to 
addrcfs  ourfelves  in  the  courfe  of  our  journey.  We 
vihted  molt  of  the  iQands  of  the  Archipelago,  a  pare 
of  Greece  m  Europe  •,  the  P'uropean  and  Aliatic 
coafts  of  the  Hellefpont ;  the  Proponus  and  the  Bof- 
phorus  as  far  as  the  Black  Sea.  We  penetrated  into 
Afid  Minor,  Syria,  Phoenicia,  Paleftine,  and  Egypt, 
and  vifited  the  moll  remarkable  places  in  each. 

The  different  countries  through  which  we  paflfcd, 
are  known  to  abound  in  thincrs  of  various  kinds  that 
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merit  the  attention  of  the  ciirious  traveller :  however, 
'  it  was  lefs  the  prdenc  than  the  ancient  (late  of  thefe 
countries  that  attracted  our  regard  ;  though  each  of 
us  was  able  to  gratify  his  peculiar  tafte.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  confider  with  indifference,  the  countries  where 
polite  literature  and  the  arts  had  their  birth  ;  where 
the  captains,  the  orators,  the  philofophers,  the  poets, 
and  the  artifts,  fo  bravely  and  fo  happily  fuffered 
their  genius  to  foar,  to  the  honour  of  human  nature. 
Circumftances  of  climate  and  fituation,  otherwife  tri- 
vial, become  interefting  from  their  connection  with 
the  great  men  who  have  celebrated  them,  and  with 
the  illuftrious  aflions,  which' hiftory  and  poetry  repre- 
fent  as  being  there  performed.  The  life  of  Miltiades 
or  Leonidas  can  no  where  be  read  with  fuch  pleafure 
as  in  the  plains  of  Marathon,  or  at  the  ftreights  of 
Thermopylae :  the  Iliad  has  new  beauties  on  the 
banks  of  the  Scamander  •,  and  the  Odyfley  has  frefh 
charms  in  the  country  where  Ulyfles  travelled^  and 
Homer  fung. 

No  part  of  a  tour  through  the  eaft  is  fo  difficult  as 
a  journey  to  Palmyra :  for  it  is  neceflary  to  go  far 
from  the  common  road,  and  where  the  grand  fignior's 
protedion  can  be  of  no  fervice.  Aleppo  and  Damaf- 
cus  feemed  to  be  the  places  where  we  might  belt  pro- 
vide for  convenience  and  fafety  in  this  entcrprize :  but 
having  endeavoured  in  vain  to  make  the  firft  of  thefe 
cities,  we  anchored  at  By  root,  on  the  coaft  of  Syria, 
and  crofied  over  mount  Libanus,  in  order  to  go  to 
Dariiafcus. 

The  bafla  of  that  city  declared  that  he  could  not 
promife  us,  that  either  his  name  or  his  power  would 
be  of  any  fervice  to  us  at  the  place  to  which  we  were 
going.  From  what  he  faid,  and  from  all  that  we 
could  learn  from  others,  we  found  that  we  muft  be 
obliged  to  go  to  Hafiia,  a  village  four  days  journey 
to  the  north  of  Damafcus,  and  the  refidenc^  of  an 
aga,  whofe  jurifdidlion  extends  to  Palmyra.  This 
little  village  is  in  the  great  road  by  which  the  caravan 
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bf  Damafcus  pafles  to  Aleppo:  it  is  fituated  near 
Antt-Libanus,  at  a  few  hours  diftance  from  the  river 
Orontes.  The  aga  received  us  with  the  hofpita^ty  fo 
conimon  in  this  country  among  the  people  of  all 
ranks ;  and  though  extreamly  furprized  at  our  cu- 
riofity,  he  gave  us,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  necef- 
fary  inftrudions  for  gratifying^  it. 

We  left  Haflia  on  the  loth  of  March,  1751,  with 
an  efcort  of  the  beft  Arab  horfemen  belonging  to  the 
aga,  armed  with  guns  and  long  pikes ;  and  having 
croffed  a  barren  plairt,  which  fcarcely  produces  vege- 
tables fufficient  to  feed  the  antelopes  we  faw  there,  we 
arrived  at  Sudud.  This  is  a  fmall  village  inhabited 
by  Maronite  Chriilians :  the  houfes  are  built  of 
bricks  dried  in  the  fun ;  and  the  inhabitants  cultivate 
as  much  land  around  the  village  as  is  barely  (lifEcienC 
for  their  fubfiftence  :  they  alfo  make  tolerable  good 
wine.  We  bought  fome  manufcripts  of  their  priefl ; 
and  after  dinner  continued  our  journey  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  through  the  fame  fort  of  country,  and  in  three 
hours  more  arrived  at  Howareen,  where  we  took  up 
our  lodging. 

Howareen  has  the  fame  appearancie  of  poverty  as 
Sudud ;  but  we  found  fome  ruins  there,  that  are  ^ 
proof  of  its  being  once  a  more  confiderable  place. 
A  fquare  tower  with  projefling  battlements  feems  to 
have  been  built  3  or  400  years  ago  -,  and  two  churches 
in  ruins  may  be  of  the  fame  age.  In  thefe  buildings 
there  are  materials  much  more  ancient;  but  employed 
without  judgment*  We  obferved  in  the  walls  fome 
Corinthian  capitals,  and  many  Attic  bafes  of  white 
marble.  Thefe  fragments  of  antiquity,  and  fome 
others  we  found  fcattered  about,  have  belonged  to 
works  erefted  with  more  expence  than  tafle.  We 
had  obferved  a  neighbouring  village  entirely  abapi- 
doned  by  its  inhabitants ;  which  frequently  happen;s 
in  this  country  ;  for  when  the  produce  of  the  earth  is 
not  anfwerable  to  the  cultivation,  the  inhabitants  often 
quit  their  habitations  to  avoid  oppreflion. 

G  2  The 


?4 


A    JOURNEY 


The  next  day  we  left  Howareen,  and  contlnuma; 
to  travel  in  the  fame  diredlion,  in  three  hours  reached 
Carieteen  -,  a  village  a  little  larger  than  the  laft  j  that 
has  alfo  feme  fragments  of  marble  which  belonged  to 
ancient  edifices,  as  the  Ihafts  of  columns,  fome  Co- 
rinthian capitals,  a  Doric  bafe,  and  two  imperfed 
Greek  infcriptions.  We  thought  proper  to  ftay  here 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  as  well  to  wait  for  the  reft 
of  the  efcort  the  aga  had  ordered  to  accompany  us, 
as  to  prepare  our  retinue  and  our  cattle,  for  the  fa- 
tigue they  were  to  fuflfer  during  the  reft  of  our  jour- 
ney :  for  though  we  could  not  perform  it  in  lefs  than 
twenty-four  hours,  we  were  obliged  to  travel  fo  long 
■without  repofe,  there  being  no  water  in  that  part  of 
the  defart. 

"We  left  Carieteen  on  the  13th,  at  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  was  much  too  late :  but  our  company  be- 
.  came  more  difficult  to  govern  in  proportion  as  they 
became  more  numerous.  This  bad  condu(5l  occa- 
fioned  our  being  expofed  to  the  heat  of  two  days,  be- 
fore our  beafts  could  obtain fither  reft  or  water:  and 
though  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  the  fand 
refledled  the  heat  of  the  fun  with  great  violence, 
while  we  had  neither  the  flighteft  breeze  to  rcfrefli  us, 
nor  the  kaft  {hade  to  Ihelter  us  from  its  beams. 

Our  company  was  then  much  encreafed,  by  its  be- 
ing joined  by  fome  merchants,  fo  that  it  confifted  of 
about  200  perfons,  and  nearly  the  fame  number  of 
beafts  of  burthen,  which  formed  a  grotefque  mixture 
of  horfes,  camels,  mules,  and  afles.  Our  guide  told 
ns,  that  we  were  in  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  os.ir 
journey,  and  defired  us  to  fubmit  entirely  to  his 
orders  j  which  were,  that  the  domeftics  fliould  keep 
with  the  baggage,  immediately  behind  our  guard  of 
Arabs ;  from  which  was  frequently  difpatchcd  one, 
\wo,  or  more  horfemen  on  the  difcovery,  to  sl\  the 
eminences  before  us,  where  they  ftayed  till  we  came 
up  with  rhem.  Thefe  horfemen  always  quitted  the 
caravan  en  a  full  gallop,  after  the  manner  of  the 
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Tartars  and  HufTars.  It  is  hard  to  fay  whether  this 
precaution  arofe  from  a  real  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
or  whether  it  did  not  proceed  from  an  oftentatious 
fhew  of  vigilance,  to  make  us  conceive  an  high  opi- 
nion of  their  a6tivity  and  ufe. 

The  road  here  from  Carieteen  to  Palmyra  was 
north  and  by  eaft,  through  a  level  Tandy  plain  about 
ten  miles  broad,  bounded  to  the  right  and  left  by  a  ; 
chain  of  barren  mountains,  that  feemed  to  join  within  ' 
two  miles  of  Palmyra.  In  all  this  couvfe  there  is  nei- 
ther a  tree  nor  a  drop  of  water :  but  to  take  off  our 
attention  from  the  fatigue  we  endured,  our  Arab 
horfem.en  diverted  gs  from  time  to  time  by  engaging 
in  mock  fights.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  with  what 
firmnefs  they  keep  their  faddles,  and  the  dexterity 
with  which  they  manage  their  horfes.  At  night  they 
ufually  fat  in  a  circle,  to  drink  coffee  and  fmoke  a 
pipe :  this  was  their  greatelt  regale.  In  the  mean 
while  one  of  the  company  diverted  the  reft  by  finging 
a  fong,  or  relating  a  piece  of  hiftory,  on  the  fu^ect 
of  love  or  war,  or  with  an  extempore  tale. 

When  we  had  proceeded  nine  hours  from  Carieteen, 
we  arrived  at  a  ruined  tower,  on  which  wc  obfcrved  - 
the  crofs  of  Malta  in  two  or  three  places.  Near  this 
tower  are  the  ruins  oi  a  fuperb  building  -,  but  a  mag- 
nificent door-cafe  of  white  marble,  is  the  Only  part 
that  remains  ftanding,  and  uncovered  with  fand.  At 
midnight  we  ftopt  two  hours  to  take  fome  repofe ;  and 
on  the  14th  at  noon  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  plain, 
where  the  mountains  to  the  right  and  left  appear  to 
meet.  Between  thefe  mountains  is  a  valley,  where 
are  dill  feen  the  ruins  of  an  aquedudt,  that  formerly- 
conveyed  water  to  Palmyra.  ^ 

On  each  fide  of  this  valley  are  many'fquare  towers 
of  a  confiderable  height  •,  and  on  approaching  them 
we  found  that  they  were  the  ancient  fepulchres  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Palmyra.  Scarce  had  we  pafTed  thele 
venerable  monuments,  when  the  mountains  opening 
on  each  fide,  we"  fuddenly  difcOvered  the  greateS 
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quantity  of  ruins,  all  of  white  marble,  we  had  evep 
fcen  ;  and  behind  thofe  ruins,  toward  the  Euphrates, 
a  level  country  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
without  the  leafl  animated  objedt.  It  is  almoft  im- 
pofTible  to  imagine  any  thing  mere  aftonilhing  than 
this  view.  No  profpedt  can  be  conceived  more  ftrik- 
ing  and  romantic,  than  fuch  a  vaft  multitude  of 
Corinthian  columns,  with  few  intervening  walls  and 
folid  buildings.        ^f* 

But  to  be  more  particular:  on  the  left  hand  yon 
behotd  a  wall  which  belonged  to  the  court  of  the 
teniplii  of  the  fun  ;  and  though  part  is  broken  down, 
it  is  of  a  confiderable  length.  A  row  of  twelve  noble 
windows  are  ftill  Handing  together  •,  and  farther  to  the 
kit  are  two  others :  between  each  is  a  pilalter  of  the 
Corinthian  order  fuppcrting  the  entablature  ;  through 
the  fpace  that  is  broken  down  the  view  is  terminated 
by  dirtant  rows  of  columns,  and  over  the  part  of  the 
wall  which  is  flill  Handing  rife  the  ruins  of  the  temple 
itfelf,  At  the  end,  where  flood  the  portico,  is  a  fquare 
ruinous  tower  built  by  the  Turks.  Before  thefe 
buildings  are  inclofures  of  corn  and  olive-trees  planted 
by  the  Arabs,  and  feparated  by  mud  walls,  while  on 
all  fides  lie  around  them  magnificent  ruins. 

Before  the  Turkifli  tower  is  a  piece  of  a  very  large 
column  ftanding  on  its  bafe  5  but  the  greateft  parr, 
with  its  capital  and  entablature,  has  fallen  down. 
The  ftones  that  are  around  it  Ihew  that  there  was  a 
grand  edifice  in  this  place.  The  diameter  of  this  co- 
lumn near  the  bafe  is  five  feet  and  a  half.  A  little  to 
the  right  of  the  tower,  though  at  a  greater  diftance, 
arc  the  ruins  of  a  Turkilh  mofque  with  its  minaret : 
and  before  it  is  a  grand  column,  that  rifcs  to  a  great 
height,  and  is  of  the  fame  dimenfions  as  that  which  is 
broken  down.  A  little  farther  to  the  right  is  a  noble 
arch,  with  a  poftcrn  richly  ornamented  on  each  fide, 
from  which  a  colonade  extends  4000  feet  in  length, 
terminated  by  a  fuperb  maufoleum.  Many  of  tiiefe 
coliwnns  are  fallen  down,  and  open  a  view  to  the 
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Other  ruins,  while  in  other  parts  the  remains  of  mag- 
nificent (lrii6tures  are  feen  through  the  intercolumnia- 
tions.     At  iome  diftance  nearer  before  this  magnifi- 
cent colonade  (lands  a  fmall  temple,  adorned  with  a 
noble  portico ;  and  ftill  farther  to  the  right  is  another 
temple,  with  its  periftyle,  feen  through  the  interco- 
lumniation.     Still  farther  to  the  right  is  a  range  of 
columns  that  appear  to  have  belonged  to  a  portico. 
At  fome  diftance  nearer  feem  to  be  the  ruins  of  a 
Ghriftian  church ;  and  ftill  nearer,  and  farther  to  the 
right,  are  four  lofty  columns  with  th:fir  fuperb  enta- 
blature, the  only  remains  of  fome  grand  edifice.     A 
litile  to  the  right  of  thefe,  though  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance, are  a  number  of  columns  which  ftill  fupport 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  entablature,  and  are  fo 
difpofed,  that  they  refemble  the  periftyle  of  a  fmall 
temple,  that  has  been  wholly  deltroyed :   and  nearer 
ftill,  and  more  to  the  right,  is  an  elegant  maufoleum. 
Befide  thefe  we  fee  a  vaft  number  of  fcattered  co- 
lumns covering  the  plain,  fome  with,  and  fome  with- 
out their  entablatures,  while  the  ground  is  on  all 
fides  covered  with  broken  columns,    capitals,  rich 
entablatures,    and  ftones  of  prodigious  magnitude. 
Toward  the  right  the  diftant  profped:  is  terminated 
by  a  range  of  hills  and  mountains,  on  one  of  which 
are  the  ruinspf  aTurkilh  fortification,  and  on  another 
is  a  caftle. 

Thefe  were  the  amazing  ruins  which  fuddenly  ftruck 
our  fight,  and  appeared  at  one  view  in  the  diftant 
profpecT:.  After  having  confidered  them  for  fome 
time,  we  were  condudled  to  a  hut  belonging  to  the 
Arabs,  of  which  there  are  about  thirty  in  the  court 
of  the  great  temple.  The  magnificence  of  that  edi- 
fice, and  the  meannefs  of  their  habitation,  formed  a 
contraft  that  was  quite  aftonifhing. 

The  inhabitants  both  men  and  women  are  well 
(haped :  the  complexions  of  the  latter  are  fwarthy, 
but  their  features  good :  they  were  veiled,  but  they 
were  not  fo  fcrupulous  about  llaewing  their  faces,  as 
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the  women  of  the  Eaft  generally  are.  They  hang 
rings  of  either  gold  or  brafs  in  their  ears  and  nofes ; 
they  colour  their  lips  blue,  their  eyes  and  eye-brows 
black,  and  the  tips  of  their  fingers  red.  Both  fexes 
appear  to  be  very  healthy,  being  almoft  ftrangers  to 
difeafcs.  It  feldom  rains  there  except  at  the  time  of 
the  equinoxes  •,  and  we  enjoyed  a  ferene  fky  all  the 
while  we  (laid,  but  one  afternoon,  when  we  had  a 
liitle  (bovver  preceded  by  a  whirlwind,  which  raifed 
fuch  a  quantity  of  fand  as  entirely  darkened  the  air, 
^nd  gave  us  an  idea  of  thofe  terrible  (lorms  that  are 
fometimes  fatal  to  whole  caravans.  We  continued 
there  15  days,  during  which  the  Arab  inhabitants 
fupplied  us  pretty  well  with  mutton  and  goats-flefh  -, 
but  had  we  (laid  much  longer,  they  would  have  been 
unable  to  have  furni(hed  us  with  provifions. 

As  we  found  it  would  be  troublefome  to  carry  a 
quadrant  fo  far  by  land,  this  prevented  our  taking 
the  latitude  of  the  city  •,  but  according  to  Ptolemy  it 
is  in  3  4.''  latitude,  ^nd  is  fix  days  journey  from  Alep- 
po, as  many  from  Damalcus  by  the  fafeft  ro^d,  and 
^bout  20  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  the  Euphrates.  Some 
geographers  place  it  in  Syria,  others  in  Arabia,  and 
others  in  Phgenicia,  The  city  walls  were  flanked 
with  fquare  towers  j  but  in  many  parts  they  are  en- 
tirely levelled,  and  cannot  now  be  diftinguilhed  from 
the  other  ruins ;  particularly  none  of  them  can  be  per- 
ceived to  the  fouth-eaft :  however,  from  what  we  dif- 
covered,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  they  in- 
cloied  the  grpat  temple  *,  and  therefore  mud  l>ave  been 
^t  leaft  3  miles  in  compafs. 

TJie  Arabs  (hewed  us  by  the  pr^fent  ruins  a  track 
of  land  that  may  be  about  ten  jniles  in  circumference, 
and  is  a  little  raifed  above  the  level  of  the  defart  j  ob' 
ferving  that  thjs  was  the  extent  of  the  ancient  city, 
and  t}iat  ruins  were  difcoveTed  there  by  digging.  In- 
deed there  feems  better  reafons  in  favour  of  this  opi- 
nion, than  their  authority.  A  circuit  of  3  miles  was 
Vf  ry  little  for  Palmyra  in  its  profperity  ;  cfpecially  i^ 
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j  w€  confider  that  the  greateft  jpart  of  that  fpace  is  filled 
by  public  edifices,  which  from  their  extraordinary 
'magnificence,  and  the  great  number  of  fupcrb  fcpul- 
chres,  arc  evident  proofs  of  the  grandeur  of  the  city. 
From  thence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  walls  al- 
ready mentioned  inclofcd  only  that  part  of  the  city, 
which  contained  the  public  edifices  in  its  moft  flou- 
rilhing  ftate :  and  that  after  it  was  ruined,  its  fituation 
rendering  it  the  moft  proper  place  for  putting  a  ftop 
to  the  incurfions  of  the  Saracens,  Juftinian  fortified 
it,  as  we  learn  from  Procopius,  and  very  probably 
contracted  its  bounds.  Palmyra  was  not  then,  as  it 
formerly  had  been,  a  rich  and  trading  city,  in  which 
it  was  neceffary  to  have  a  regard  to  the  intcreft  and 
convenience  of  individuals;  but  a  frontier  town,  that 
only  required  ftrength.  Befide,  in  building  the  waft 
to  the  north-weft,  advantage  was  taken  of  two  or 
three  fepulchres,  which  being  of  a  convenient  form, 
they  converted  them  into  towers ;  and  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  wall  was  built  after  the  fepulchres,  io 
may  juftly  be  concluded  that  they  were  crefted  fince 
the  abolition  of  the  pagan  religion :  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  having  too  great  a  veneration  for  their  fepul- 
chres to  apply  them  to  any  other  ufe ;  and  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  moft  cxprefs  laws  of  both,  to  bury  the 
dead  within  the  walls  of  a  city. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
higheft  of  thefe  mountains  is  a  caftle.  The  afcent  to 
it  is  extreamly  difficult  and  ragged.  It  is  furrounded 
by  a  deep  ditch,  cut  in  the  rock  •,  or  rather  they  have 
taken  the  ftones  from  it  as  from  a  quarry.  As  the 
draw-bridge  is  broken,  we  found  a  good  deal  of  dif- 
ficulty in  paffing  it.  This  caftle  is  however  fo  ill 
built,  that  it  is  evident,  it  was  erefted  not  only  after 
the  time  of  Juftinian,  to  whom  it  is  attributed  •,  buc 
is  even  unworthy  of  the  Mamalukes.  This  mountain 
affords  an  extenfive  view  to  the  fouth,  where  the  de-^ 
Art  refembles  a  fea  5  ^nd  to  the  weft  we  may  fee  the 
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fop  of  Libanus,  and  diftindly  perceive  feveral  paru 
iof  Anti-Libanus. 

The  barren  track  in  which  the  city  (lands,  might  be 
inade  a  delightful  fpot,  by  means  of  two  rivers,  that 
arc£atire]y  neglefted.  The  water  of  both  is  hot  and 
mixed  with  fulphur;  but  the  inhabitants  efteem  it 
wholefome  and  agreeable.  The  mod  confiderable  of 
thefe  ftreams  rifcs  to  the  weft,  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains,  in  a  fine  grotto,  almoft  high  enough  in  the 
middle  for  a  man  to  ftand  upright  in  it.  llie  whole 
bottom  is  a  bafon  of  clear  water,  about  two  feet  deep; 
and  the  heat  being  thus  concentered  renders  it  an  ex- 
cellent bath,  for  which  purpofe  it  is  ufed  by  the 
Arabs :  from  it  runs  a  rapid  current  above  three  feet 
Tbroad  and  one  foot  deep.  This  water  is  for  fome 
fpjice  confined  within  a  paved  channel  formerly  made 
for  it;  but  after  a  fliort  coqrfc,  it  is  imbibed  by  the 
fand  to  the  eaft  of  therujns.  An  infcription  upon  an 
altar  near  it,  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  informs  us,  that  it 
was  called  Ephea,  and  that  the  care  of  it  was  intryll- 

.  pd  to  perfons  eleded  to  that  office. 

The  other  ftream,  the  fource  of  which  we  could 
not  difcover,  contains  near  the  fame  quantity  of  wa- 
ter ;  and  after  running  for  fome  time  through  the 
ruins,  in  an  ancient  fubterranean  aquedudl,  joins  the 
lirft,  and  is  loft  with  it  in  the  fands.  The  Arabs 
fpeak  of  a  third  ftream  that  has  been  for  fome  time 
loft  among  the  ruins.  Some  have  been  much  em- 
barrafled  to  account  for  the  Ipfs  of  a  river  mentioned 
by  Ptolemy,  and  therefore  attributed  it  to  an  earth- 
quake :  however,  with  refpedt  to  thofe  of  Palmyra, 
no  other  change  feems  to  have  happened,  than  what 
is  the  efFeft  of  negligence :  but  if  thefe  currents  are 
thought  too  inconfiderable  to  deferve  the  name  of  ri- 

J  vers,  that  honour  (hould  for  the  fame  reafon  be  refufcd 
|o  the  Padolus,  the  Melcs,  and  many  other  rivers  of  | 

.  Greece,  that  have  not  fo  much  water,  except  imme- 
diately after  rain. 

Befidej 
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Befide  thcfc,  was  the  fubterrancan  aqueduA  before 
jnicntioned,  which  brought  good  'vatcr  to  the  citjr, 
land  was  folidly  biiilt,  with  openirigs  at  proper  dif- 
tances,  to  keep  it  clean.  Procopius  obferves,  that 
Juftinian  conveyed  water  to  Palmyra,  for  the  ufc  of 
the  garrifon  he  left  there:  but  we  imagine  that  for 
this  purpofe  he  repaired  the  aqueduct,  which  appears 
to  have  been  much  more  ancient,  and  built  at  an  im- 
menfe  expence.  Palmyra  in  its  profperity  certainly 
could  not  fail  to  procure  fuch  a  convenience  j  and, 
indeed,  in  more  than  one  part  of  this  aquedu61:,  we 
have  obferved  infcriptions  in  Palmyrene  charadters, 
which  are  now  not  legible  j  but  h^ve  found  none  ii| 
^ny  other  language. 

Three  or  mur  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  ruins 
in  the  defart,  is  the  Valley  of  falt^  where  David  pro^ 
bably  fmote,  the  Syrians,  2  Sam.  viii.  13.  and  which 
ftill  fupplies  Damafcus  and  the  neighbouring  towns 
with  great  quantities  of  that  commodity ;  the  earth 
being  impregnated  with  it  to  a  confidfirable  depth. 
They  hollow  the  ground  upward  of  afoot  deep ;  and 
from  the  rain-water,  which  lodges  in  thefe  cavities, 
rifes  a  fine  white  fait,  that  is  gathered  after  the  water 
is  dried  up,  or  exhaled  by  the  fun. 

Thefe  noble  remains  of  Palmyra  are  too  ftriking 

'  and  magnificent  not  to  excite  our  curiofity  with  refpe^ 

to  its  condition  in  ancient  times.     It  is  natural  to  en- 

.  quire,  how  a  fpot  like  this,  divided  from  the  reft  of 

the  world  by  an  inhofpitable  defart,  came  to  be  chofen 

[for  its  fituation ;  who  was  its  founder,  and  from  what 

quarter  it  drew  the  riches  neceffary  to  its  fupport? 

But  it  is  remarkable  that  hiftory  fcarcely  makes  any 

mention  of  Balbec  and  Palmyra ;  and  we  have  little 

knowledge  of  them  but  what  is  fupplied  by  infcripr 

tions.     Is  not  even  this  filencc  of  hiftory  inftrudivc  ? 

Does  it  not  inform  us,  that  there  are  periods  in  hiftory 

[that  are  entirely  concealed  from  us  ? 

By  the  natural  and  ordinary  courfe,  the  memory  of 
jpities  is  preferyed  longer  than  their  ruins.     It  is  only 

from 
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from  hiftory  that  we  have  any  knowledge  of  Troy, 
Babylon,  and  Memphis:  there  does  not  at  prefent 
remain  a  fingle  ftone  of  thefe  cities,  to  (hew  where 
they  were  fituated :  but  here  are  two  examples  of 
conliderable  cities  that  have  fubfifted  longer  than  any 
other  known  to  us  •,  and  yet  it  is  rather  what  wc  fee, 
than  what  we  read,  that  excites  our  curiofity  concern- 
ing them :  The  remains  of  Balbec  and  Palmyra  dill 
fubfift,  to  relate,  if  wc  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  their 
own  hiftory.  Can  the  lofs  of  books  be  the.caufe,  or 
did  the  ancients  fet  lefs  value,  on  thefe  edifices,  than 
wc  do  at  prefent  ?  If  this  laft  be  the  cafe,  their  filencc 
with  refpeft  to  Balbec  will  juftify  what  they  advance 
about  Babylon;  and  their  not  mentioning  Palmyra 
be  a  kind  of  proof  of  the  magnificence  of  Greece 
and  Egypt,  on  which  they  have  bellowed  fuch  en- 
comiums. 

All  the  authorities  of  the  ancients  with  refped  to 
this  city,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe.  In  the  Arabic 
tranQation  of  the  fecond  book  of  Chronicles,  chap. 
viii.  Palmyra  is  mentioned  as  fubfilling  before  the 
time  of  Solomon :  but  John  of  Antioch  fays,  that  it 
was  built  by  that  monarch  on  the  very  fpot  where 
David  flew  the  Philiftine  chief,  in  honour  of  that  me- 
morable action.  But  the  Arabian  hiflories  on  this 
fubjedt  appear  fo  extremely  fabulous  and  extravagant 
as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice. 

The  Old  Teftament  informs  us,  i  Kings  ix,  and 
2  Chron.  viii.  that  Solomon  ereded  a  city  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  called  it  Tedmor ;  and  we  are  told  by 
Jofephus,  that  the  Greeks  and  Romans  afterward 
gave  it  the  name  of  Palmyra  •,  but  that  its  firft  name 
was  retained  by  the  Syrians :  and  this  is  confirmed  by 
St.  Jerom,  who  fays  that  Tedmor  and  Palmyra  are 
the  Syrian  and  Greek  names  of  the  fame  place  :  even 
at  prefent  the  Arabs  of  the  country  ftill  call  it  Ted- 
mor. They  pretend  that  thefe  ruins  were  the  work 
of  Solomon  •,  and  among  other  things  Ihew  the  fer;^- 
glio  of  that  king,  his  haram,  and  the  tomb  of  one  of 
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his  favourite  concubines.  "  Solomon,  the  fon  of 
David,  fay  they,  performed  thefc  wonders  by  theaffift- 
ance  of  fpirits." 

But  the  ftruflures  crefted  by  Solomon  were  doubt- 
Icfs  entirely  demolifhed  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  who, 
we  are  aflured  by  John  of  Antioch,  deftroyed  that 
city,  before  he  befieged  Jerufalcm.  It  cannot  be 
reafonably  fuppofed,  that  edifices  in  the  clegan^  ftyle 
of  thofe  of  Palmyra  were  prior  to  the  cftablimment  of 
the  Greeks  in  Syria ;  and  taking  this  for  granted,  we 
Ihall  not  be  furprized  that  Xenophon  takes  no  notice 
of  this  city  in  his  retreat  of  Cyrus  the  Younger,  though 
he  is  very  exa(5t  in  defcribing  the  defart.  Nor  (hall  we 
wonder  at  its  not  being  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of 
Alexander  the  Great ;  who  might  have  reaped  great 
advantages  from  the  fituation  of  that  city,  when  he 
crofled  this  defart.  No  mention  is  made  of  it  even 
when  Pompey  reduced  Syria  to  a  Roman  province  j 
though  at  that  time  a  tafte  for  the  polite  arts  began 
to  prevail  i  and  architefture,  painting,  and  fculpture, 
were  efteemed  not  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  a  Ro- 
man general.  One  would  have  imagined  that  Pal- 
myra would  not  have  efcaped  the  avidity  and  avarice 
of  the  Romans ;  and  yet  we  do  not  find  that  their 
hiftory  makes  any  mention  of  that  city  before  the 
time  of  Mark  Antony  ;  who  would  have  plundered 
it,  had  not  the  inhabitants  fecured  themfelves  by 
tranfporting  their  moll  valuable  effefts  beyond  the 
Euphrates,  and  defended  the  paflage  of  that  river  by 
their  archers.  At  that  time  the  inhabitants  of  Pal- 
myra were  merchants,  and  fold  to  the  Romans  the 
merchandize  of  India  and  Arabia.  We  may  con- 
clude that  they  were  a  rich  and  free  people :  but  how 
long  they  had  enjoyed  thefe  advantages  is  uncertain. 
Their  riches  and  trade  were  probably  of  fome  (land- 
ing ;  for  it  appears  from  infcriptions,  that  in  lefs  than 
forty  years  after,  their  expences  and  their  luxuries 
were  cxceffive, 

At 
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At  length,  when  the  affairs  of  the  Romans  in  ffi^ 
Eaft  were  in  a  deplorable  fituation,  Odenathus  of 
Palmyra  took  fuch  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  his 
country  between  the  two  great  rival  empires  of  Rome 
and  Pcrfia,  that  he  rendered  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
balance  of  power,  and  declared  for  the  one  or  tiie 
other,  according  as  the  fare  of  affairs  changed,  and 
his  intereft  required.  He  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  the  emperor  Gallienus,  colle(5lcd  the  poor  re- 
mains of  the  Roman  army,  and  by  his.valour,  adtivity, 
and  remarkable  patience  in  enduring  fatigue,  van- 
quiihed  Sapor  king  of  Perfia  in  feveral  engagements, 
advancing  with  his  vi(5lprious  troops  as  far  as  Ctefiphon, 
the  capital  of  his  empire.  On  his  return  from  this 
expedition,  with  the  greateft  applaufe,  and  with  con- 
(iderable  treafures,  Gallienus  declared  him  Auguftus, 
and  his  affociate  in  the  government  of  the  empire. 
Odenathus  afterward  defeated  Balifla,  who  afpired  to 
the  empire,  and  at  length  drove  out  the  Goths,  who 
had  committed  the  greateft  ravages.  This  was  his 
laft  exploit,  and  it  is  thought  that  in  this  expedition 
he  was  treacherouQy  murdered  by  his  kinfman  Maeo- 
nius :  his  fon  Herodes  fopn  after  fuffered  the  fame 
fate.  Masonius  was  then  faluted  emperor ;  but  in  a 
ihort  time  after  was  cut  to  pieces  by  his  own  foldiers. 

Odenathus  left  behind  him  his  wife  queen  Zenobia 
and  two  fons  he  had  by  her,  who  boafted  her  being 
defcended  from  Ptolemy,  and  reckoned  Cleopatra 
among  her  ancellors.  She  had  many  great  and  ami- 
able qualities.  After  the  death  of  Odenathus,  fhc 
alTumed  the  reins  of  government,  in  the  name  of  her 
children;  and  renouncing  the  alliance  with  Rome, 
attacked  and  entirely  defeated  Pleraclianus,  the  Ro- 
man general.  This  vi<3:ory  left  her  in  the  pofTcffion 
of  Syria  and  Mefopotamia.  She  then  by  means  of 
Zabdai,  one  .of  her  generals,  conquered  Egypt,  and 
added  to  her  dominions  the  greateft  part  of  Afw 
Minor.  'Howilrange,  how  unaccountable  are  the 
jr  vicifli- 
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vicifiTitudes  of  fortune !  A  fmall  territory  in  the  midft 
of  a  defart  extends  its  conqucfts  over  many  rich  coun- 
tries !  The  powerful  kingdoms  of  the  Ptolemies,  and 
the  Seleucidac,  form  a  part  oi  the  dominions  of  a 
lingie  city,  whofe  name  is  fought  for  in  vain  in  their 
hiftory :  and  Zenobi«»,  furrounded  by  the  barren 
fands  of  Palmyra,  includes  Lgypt  within  her  domi« 
nions  to  the  fouth,  and  extends  them  to  the  north  a» 
far  as  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Bofphorus.  But  the 
reign  of  this  empire  was  of  very  fliorc  continuance : 
the  emperor  Aurelian  a  few  years  after  recovered  the 
eaftern  provinces,  and  forced  Zenobia  to  Ihelter  her- 
felf  within  the  walls  of  Palmyra.  He  laid  fiege  to 
that  city;  the  queen  rejefted  all  negotiations  with 
contempt  j  but  after  a  brave  defence,  (he  refolved  in 
perfon  to  follcit  the  afliftance  of  the  Perfians.  She  fet 
out  on  a  dromedary  •,  but  was  taken  prifoner  as  flie 
was  about  to  crofs  the  ^i^iphrates,  by  a  party  of  horfe 
fent  after  her  by  Aurelian.  The  inhabitants  of  Pal- 
myra now  furrendered  to  the  emperor's  mercy  j  on 
which  he  fpared  their  lives,  and  marched  to  EmiflTa 
with  Zenobia,  carrying  with  him  a  great  part  of  the 
riches  of  the  city,  and  leaving  there  a  garrifon  of  600 
archers. 

At  EmiflTa  the  emperor  enquired  into  Zenobia's 
motives  for  refilling  him  with  fuch  refolution  5  and 
upon  this  occafion  Ihe  ftained  her  glory,  by  pur- 
chaling  a  dilhonourable  life,  at  the  expence  of  her 
friends  whom  (he  meanly  betrayed.  Sht  mentioned 
thofe  who  had  been  her  advifers ;  on  which  Aurelian- 
had  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  to  facrifice  them  to  his 
refentment,  while  fhe  was  referved  to  adorn  his  tri- 
umph. Among  thofe  who  fuffered  was  Longinav 
who  wrote  upon  the  Sublime,  and  had  didated  'a 
haughty  letter  his  miftrefs  had  wrote  to  the  emperor : 
but  the  mrrepid  courage  with  which  he  fubmitted 
to  his  fate,  lliews  that  his  bravery  was  equal  to  his 
learning. 

The 
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The  misfortunes  of  Palmyra  were  not  yet  cnde^. 
When  a  free  people  are  from  the  height  of  glory  fud- 
dcnly  reduced  to  flavery,  they  generally  take  fome 
dcfperate  meafures  for  their  deliverance.  The  Pal- 
myrencs  cut  off  the  Roman  garrifon  -,  and  Aurelian 
hearing  this  news  as  he  was  returning  to  Rome,  fpee- 
dily  turned  back ;  and  taking  the  city,  deftroyed  it, 
caufing  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  to  be  maflacred, 
without  regard  to  age  or  fex.  We  are  informed  of 
the  particulars  of  this  cruelty  by  the  emperor  him- 
fclf,  who  in  the  letter  he  wrote  to  Baffus  to  order  him 
to  repair  the  tentple  of  the  fun,  which  had  been  much 
damaged  by  the  foldiers,*  appropriates  to  that  ufe 
300  pounds  weight  of  gold  found  in  Zenobia's  cof- 
fers, with  1 800  pounds  weight  of  filver,  which  be- 
longed no  the  people,  befide  the  crown  jewels. 

Palmyra  haying  thus  loft  its  liberty,  continued  fub- 
je£t  to  a  Roman  governor ;  and  from  the  only  Latin 
infcription  now  tound  there,  we  are  informed  that 
Hierocles  was  for  the  fifth  time  prefident  of  the  pro- 
vince^ when  Dioclefian  eredled  fome  magnificent 
buildings  there.  In  the  year  of  Chrift  400,  the  firft 
Illyrian  legion  was  quartered  at  Palmyra  -,  but  Pro- 
copius  gives  us  reafort  to  think  that  the  city  was  fo 
little  regarded  as  to  be  fometimes  without  a  Roman 
garrifon :  for  he  fays  that  juftinian  repaired  and  fup- 
plied  it  with  water,  after  its  having  been  for  fome 
time  almoft  deferted.  This  is  the  laft  time  that  Pal- 
myra is  mentioned  in  the  Roman  hiftory.  The  civil 
revolutions  of  this  city  afford  a  proof  that  Cbriftianity 
could  not  be  long  eftablifhed  there,  fo  that  it  is  not 
furprizing  that  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  furnifhes  nothing 
worth  the  pains  of  repeating  •,  and  there  is  no  means 
of  knowing  what  has  happened  to  it,  fince  the  de- 
ftru(5tion  of  the  eaftern  empire  by  the  Mahometans. 

Among  the  feveral  infcriptions  found  there,  none  I 
\  are  more  ancient  than  the  birth  of  Chrift;  and  none 
fo  late  as  the  deftrudition  of  the  city  by  Aurelian  J 
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Cebt  the  Latin  infcription  which  makes  mention  of 
Dioclefian.  The  aera  ofthefe  infcriptions  is  that  of 
the  Seleucidse.  Some  of  them  are  found  in  the  Pal- 
myrene,  and  others  in  Greek  charafters.  Two  of  the 
maufole^ums,  which  are  almoft  entire,  have  on  their 
fronts  infcriptions  that  are  very  legible  ;  one  of  rhem 
informs  us  that  Jambrchus,  the  fon  of  Mocimus, 
caufcd  that  monument  to  be  built,  to  ferve  as  a  fc- 
pulchre  for  him  and  family,  in  the  year  314,  which 
anfwers  ta  the  third  year  of  the  Chriftian  aera  ;  and 
the  other,  that  Elabelus  Manaius  caufed  it  to  be 
erefled  in  the  year  414,  the  103d  year  of  the  Chrif- 
tian xra.  The  ornaments  of  thefe  two  maufoleums 
are  much  in  the  fame  tafte ;  but  the  lad  is  the  moft 
elegant,  and  finiQied  with  the  greatcft  care  :  though 
both  are  fo  much  in  the  tafte  and  the  manner  of  the 
other  public  edifices  in  general,  that  we  may  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe  them  not  to  be  the  works  of  very  differ- 
ent ages. 

Before  we  had  compleated  our  bufmefs  at  Palmyra, 
our  Arabian  elcort  began  to  be  impatient,  ;ind  to  fo- 
licit  our  departure  -,  alleging  that  our  fafcty  in  return- 
ing, was.  much  more  precarious  than  in  our  journey 
thither  •,  as  they  had  then  only  accidental  dangers  to 
apprehend,  vi'hile  they  were  now  to  provide  againil  a 
premeditated  furprize  from  the  king  of  the  Bedouins 
or  wandering  Arabs ;  who,  on  his  having  intelligence 
of  us,  might  think  us  a  prize  worth  looking  after. 
We  had  likewife  our  own  reafons  for  more  than  ordi- 
nary folicitude  •,  for  we  were  much  more  anxious  abouc 
preferving  the  treafure  we  brought  from  Palmyra, 
than  that  which  we  carried  thither.  By  their  advice 
we  concealed  both  our  intended  road  back,  and  the 
time  we  propoled  to  fet  out;  and  on  the  27th  of 
March  left  Palmyra:  where  its  few  mifcrab'e  inha- 
bitants exprefied  the  utiVioft  aftonifhment,  at  a  vific, 
the  reaibn  of  which  tht-y  ecu  id  not  comprehend. 

We  returned  a*;  faras  Siidud,  by  the  f^me  tirefome 
road  through  the  de fart,  which  -.vd  have -already  de 
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icribcd,  in  our  journey  to  Palmyra.  But  before  we 
arrived  at  Carieteen,  we  difcovered  at  a  diftance.  a 
party  of  Arabian  hoHemen,  to  which,  had  they  been 
luperior  in  number,  we  mud  have  fallen  an  eafy  prey, 
in  the  languid  ftate  to  which  both  our  men  and  hories 
were  reduced,  after  a  march  of  about  twenty  hours 
over  the  burning  fands :  but  on  our  nearer  approach 
they  retired  with  precipitation,  abandoning  fome  cat- 
tle, which  were  ieized  by  our  friends,  as  a  matter  of 
courfe,  laughing  at  our  remonilrances  againft  their 
iojuffice. 

Being  arrived  at  Sudud,  we  left  our  former  road 
on  the  right  !iand,  and  in  five  hours  more,  proceed- 
ing ftili  through  the  fame  deiart,  reached  Cara,  where 
we  took  leave  of  the  greateft  part  of  our  caravan. 
The  manufcripts  and  marbles  we  had  coUeded,  we 
jfent  on  camels  to  our  (hip  at  Tripoly :  the  merchants 
who  had  joined  us  for  protection,  returned  to  Da- 
mafcus  with  the  fait  they  went  to  gather  at  Palmyra  -, 
and  our  Arabian  horiemen,  who  were  now  no  longer 
of  ufe,  having  demanded  a  certificate  of  their  fid^ty 
and  vigilance,  which  they  juftly  deierved,  returned 
to  their  mafter,  the  aga  of  Haflia. 

We  had  pa£fed  through  Cara  before  in  going  from 
Damafcus  to  Haflia  *,  from  the  laft  it  is  about  fix 
hours  dillant,  and  is  under  the  government  of  the 
fame  aga.  This  village  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  the 
^reat  caravan  road  from  Damafcus  to  Aleppo,  and, 
we  were  informed,  contains  near  iqoo  fouls,  amongft 
whom  are  about  twenty  Chriftian  families.  There  is 
one  ruined  church  to  be  ieen  there,  and  another  con- 
verted into  a  mofque :  upon  the  wall  of  the  latter  is  a 
line  of  Greek  capitals  in  a  bad  character,  turned  up- 
iide  down,  in  which  we  could  read  the  words  jitba- 
nafics  Epifcopos.  The  common  mud  formed  into  the 
jhape  of  bricks  and  dried  in  the  fun,  of  which  the 
houfes  are  built,  has  at  fome  diftance  the  appearance 
of  white  done.  The  (hort  duration  of  fuch  materials 
is  not  the  only  objedion  to  them,  for  they  render  the 
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ftreets  diifty  when  there  is  wind,  and  dirty  when  there 
is  rain  :  inconveniencies  that  are  alfo  felt  at  Damafcus 
itfclf,  which  is  moftly  built  in  the  fame  manner. 

After  fuffering  almoft  a  month's  conftant  fatigue  in 
the  dcfart,  particularly  at  Palmyra,  where  every  hour 
was  precious,  we  here  indulged  ourfelves  with  a  day 
of  reft  J  and  by  this  (hort  interval  of  fecurity  and  re- 
pofe,  prepared  ourfelves  for  new  fatigues. 

We  then  fet  out,  and  arrived  at  Erfale  in  {even 
hours,  proceeding  the  greateft  part  of  the  way  acrofs 
the  barren  ridge  of  hills  called  Anti-Libanus.  This 
village,  which  confifts  of  thirty  poor  houfes,  was  the 
only  one  we  pafled  through  in  our  way  from  Cara  to 
Balbec.  We  found  nothing  there  worth  notice,  ex- 
cept a  melancholy  inftance  of  the  unhappy  govern- 
ment of  thefe  countries :  the  houfes  were  all  open, 
every  thing  carried  off,  and  not  a  living  creature  to 
bcfeen.  We  were  informed  that  the  governor  of 
Balbec's  brother  was  then  in  open  rebellion,  ravaging 
the  country  with  a  party  of  his  defperate  followers ; 
and  it  feems  that  when  we  paffed  through  Erfale,  he 
was  encamped  in  its  neighbourhood,  on  which  the 
inhabitants  chofe  to  abandon  their  dwellings^  rather 
than  expofe  themfelves  to  fuch  unmerciful  contribu- 
tions as  he  had  raifed  in  other  places. 

Impatient  to  leave  a  place  of  fuch  danger*,  we  fet 
out  early  the  next  morning,  and  in  five  hours  and  a 
half  arrived  at  Balbec.  This  city,  whic^  was  for- 
merly under  the  government  of  Damafcus,  and  fom^ 
years  fince  the  refidcnce  of  a  balla,  is  at  prefent  coni- 
manded  by  a  perfon  of  no  higher  rank  than  that  of 
aga;  who  preferring  the  more  honourable  title  of 
emir,  which  he  had  by  his  birth,  to  that  of  his  fta- 
tion,  was  called  Emir  Haffein :  for  the  Arabs  have 
hereditary  nobility  and  family  connexions,  contrary 
lie  the  policy  of  the  Porte,  which  is  defirous  of  fup- 
Iprcffing  all  influence  that  the  grand  fignior  cannoc 
give  and  t;ike  away  at  pleafure. 

This  governor  annually  paid  the  grand  iigniar 
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fifty  purfcs  for  the  taxes  of  the  diftridb  under  his  com- 
mand :  he  alfo  paid  fifty  purfes  yearly  for  lands,  grant* 
cd  as  rewards  for  military  Itrvice,  and  farmed  by  him. 
Thofe  lands,  we  were  told,  were  much  more  profit- 
able to  him,  than  to  the  perfons  for  whofe  benefit  the 
grant  was  originally  intended,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  of  any  man*s  pretending  to  the 
fame  farm  againft  fo  powerful  a  compefitor.  He 
ought  aHb  to  have  paid  fomething  to  the  bafla  of  Da. 
mafcus,  for  lands  he  held  under  hina  •,  but  he  had  for 
fome  time  evaded  it,  being  (kreened  by  thckiflar  aga, 
or  the  black  eunuch,  who  has  the  care  of  the  grand 
fignior's  women,  to  wjiOm  he  was  faid  to  be  under 
,  private  contribution.  ' 

Wc  took  our  lodgings  of  a  Greek  to  whom  we 
were  recommended,  and  then  waited  on  the  emir, 
whom  we  found  in  a  chiofque  in  his  garden,  reclined 
on  a  fopha  near  a  fountain,  and  indolently  enjoy- 
ing his  pipe.  On  our  prefenting  him  with  our  firman 
from  the  grand  fignior,  and  a  letter  from  the  balTaof 
Tripoly,  wc  were  moft  courteoufly  received.  A  pipe, 
coffee,  fvveetaieatj;,,  and  perfume,  were,  according  to 
cuftom.  fucceffively  prefented.  He  applied  the  fir- 
man rcl'peCtfully  to  his  forehead,  then  kifled  it,  and 
declared  hiniielt  th^  lliltan*s  fiave's  Have  :  told  us  that 
the  land  he  commanded,  and  ail  in  it  was  ours ;  that 
we  were  his  wtlcomf  gucfts  as  long  as  we  would  ftay, 
and  under  his  friendly  protedion  might  lecurely  pur- 
fueour  biifincfs.;  ^  .^'wtv-iriri  r.:nf/ 

In  90  inltance  do  the  oriental  manners  (hew  theli; 
peoj^e  in  To  amiable  a  light,  as  in  their  dilchargeof 
tiic  dui^it^  of  hoipitality  :  the  le verities  of  eaftern  v'e- 
Ippcirm  iiave  i.'idccd  been  always  Ibftened  by  this  vir- 
t4e,  which  lb  hapjnly  douriilies  moft,  where  it  is  mod 
wanted,  The  gic\;t  ibrget  the  inlolence  of  power  to 
.tiii,ilr^ngtr,unc;er,: heir  roof,  andonjy  prelerve  a  dig- 
ni^y-tfo  tempered  by  iuimanity,  that  it  Iblely  com- 
mands tnat  grateful  refpedV,  v.hich  is  otherwife  fcarcc- 
ly^known  in  a  cvuntry^  whcrq  infcriprS'  arc  oft^ncr 
yiught  to  fear  tliaii  ;o  iovc-j 
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Notwithfl-anding  the  emir's  obliging  profetfions,  we 
had  been  idvifed  to  diftruft  himj  for  he  had  an  in- 
famous character ;  and  we  had  foon  reaibn  to  fee  the 
juftice  of  this  friendly  caption.  Though,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  we  hid  fcnc  our  pre- 
fents,  yet  new  demands  were  daily  made,  which  we 
for  fome  time  thought  it  advifeable  ,to  fatisfy ;  but 
they  were  fo  frequen-tly,  and  at  length  fo  infolently 
repeated,  that  we  were  obliged  to  give  a  peremptory 
refufal. 

Avarice  is  as  much  an  eaftern  vice,  as  hofpitality  is 
an  eaftern  virtue. .  The  moft  fordid  inllances  of  the 
former  we  found  among  the  great,  and  thofe  in  pub- 
lic employnnents,  while  we  experienced  extraordinary 
inllances  of  generofity  in  private  life.  We  would 
therefore  be  cautious  of  charging  to  the  charader  of 
a  people,  what  this  government  feems  to  require. 
For  amidil  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  (hamelefs  vena- 
lity, which  regulates  the  dilcharge  of  every  public 
duty,  from  the  prime  vizier  downward  ;  and  which, 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  delpotifm,  ftops  only  at  the; 
wretch  who  is  too  low  to  make  reprifals  -,  every  fubal- 
tcrn  in  power  muft  fubmit  to  that  portion  of  the  com- 
mon proftitution  which  belongs  to  his  rank,  and 
which  therefore  feems  rather  the  vice  of  the  office 
than  of  the  man. 

The  frequent  negotiations  produced  by  this  quarrel, 
in  which  the  emir  in  vain  exerte^i  ail  his  art  and  vil- 
lainy, ended  in  his  openly  declaring,  that  we  fliould 
be  attacked  and  Cut  to  pitfces  in  our  way  from  Bal-^ 
bee:  but  on  his  hearing  that  thtrfe  menaces  hid  not 
the  effed  he  expefced,  and  that  we  were  preparing  to 
fet  out  with  about  2 Q  armed  fervants,  he  civilly  fenf 
to  defire  that  we  might  interchange  prefcnts  and  part' 
friends,  requefting  that  we  would  allow  his  people  to 
givard  us  as  far  as  mount  Libanus.   To  this  we  agreed. 
Soon  after  he  Was  alTaflinated  by  an  emiffary  of  his 
rebellious  brother^  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  ^^i 
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HELIOPOLIS    IN    CCELOSYRIA. 


THE  valley  of  Bocat^  in  which  Balbec  is  (ituated^ 
might  be  rendered  one  of  the  richeft  and  moit 
beautiful  fpots  in  Syria  ;  for  it  is  more  fertile  than  the 
celebrated  vale  in  Damafcus,  and  better  watered  than 
the  rich  plains  of  Efdraelon  and  Rama.  In  its  pre- 
fent  negleded  ftate  it  produces  corn,  and  fome  good 
grapes ;  but  though  ihade  is  an  efTential  article  of 
oriental  luxury,  it  has  but  few  plantations  of  trees, 
the  inhabitants  being  difcouraged  from  labours,  which 
promife  i'uch  didant  and  precarious  enjoyment,  in  a 
country  where  even  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  are 
uncertain.  Thus  in  Paleftinc  we  have  often  feen  the 
hulbandman  ibwing,  accompanied  by  an  armed  friend, 
to  prevent  his  being  robbed  of  the  feed. 

The  plain  which  extends  in  length  from  Balbec  almoft 
to  the  fea,  and  in  breadth  from  Libanus  to  Anti-Li- 
banus}  appears  to  be.  in  few  places  lefs  than  two 
leagues,  or  more  than  four  over.  The  rivers  by  which 
it  is  watered  are  the  Litane  and  the  Bardouni :  the  firil 
rifes  from  Anti-Libanus  a  little  to  the  nortl'  of  Bal- 
bec, and  receives  great  increafe  from  a  tir.£  fpring 
ciofe  by  the  city  walls  :  the  laft  rifes  from  the  foot  of 
Libanus,  and  joins  the  Litane  in  the  plain,  about  an 
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hour  from  a  village  called  Barillas.  Thefe  dreams; 
augmented  by  fcvcral  conftant  riDs  from  the  melting 
fnows  of  Libanus,  which  the  leaft  nianagement  might 
improve  to  all  the  purpoies  either  of  ag/iculture  or 
pleafure,  form  the  Cafimiah,  and  under  tJiat  name 
enters  the  lea  near'  Tyre, 

Balbec  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  a  riling  ground 
near  the  north-eaft  extremity  of  this  plain,  between 
Tripoly  of  Syria  and  Damafcus,  and  about  i6  hours 
diftant  from  each.  We  may  with  certainty  conclude, 
that  this  was  the  Heliopolis  of  Ccelofyria,  fometimes 
called  the  Heliopolis  or  Phoenicia.  It  has  now  about ' 
5000  inhabitants,  a  few  of  which  are  Greek  and  Maf- 
ronite  Chriftians  j  and  there  are  fome  Jews  j  but  the 
people  arc  at  prefent  poor,  without  trade  and  manu- 
faftures.  The  ancient  female  beauty  and  proftimtiori 
of  the  women  in  this  neighbourhood  fcem  to  have  de- 
clined together ;  and  the  modern  ladies  of  Balbec  have 
the  character  of  being  more  chafte  and  lefs  fair. 

When  we  compare  fhe  ruins  of  Balbec  with  thoft 
of  many  ancient  cities  we  have  vifited  in  Greece, 
Egypt,  and  other  parts  of  Alia,  we  cannot  help 
thinking  them  the  remains  of  the  boldell  plan  that 
appears  to  have  been  ever  attempted  in  architefturc. 

In  taking  a  view  of  this  city  from  the  Ibuth,  we  fee 
the  prefent  town  encompafled  with  its  wall,  and  at  the 
caft  end  the  moft  conliderable  ruins  of  the  ancient 
Heliopolis,  particularly  the  remains  of  its  magnificent 
temple,  which  ar^  moftly  furrounded  by  a  Turkilh 
fortification. 

The  portico  which  formed  the  grand  front  of  the 
temple  is  fo  noble,  that  no  ornaments  feem  wanting 
to  render  it  compleat :  but  it  is  disfigured  by  the  two 
Turkilh  towers  built  on  its  ruins.  Behind  it  the 
hexagonal  court,  into  which  the  portico  leads,  is 
adorned  with  the  moft  magnificent  buildings,  now  in 
ruins :  but  enough  is  ftill  left  to  give  an  icEa  of  their 
ancient  grandeur.  The  walls  are  adorned  with  pilaf- 
ters  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  j^iches  for  ftatues ; 
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the  doors  are  finely  ornamented,  and  the  entablatuit! 
.which  furrounds  the  building  above  the  pilaftcrs  is 
richly  adorned  with  ff  ftoons :  but  tlie  colonadr.^  which 
furrounded  thefe  edifices  is  deftrgyed,  fcarccly  any 
thing  remaining  but.  the  pedeftals ;  and  the  whole 
court  is  covered  with  broken  columns,  capitals,  and 
otlier  parts  of  the  buildings. 

,  This  leads  into  a  quadrangular  court,  in  which  are 
likewife  remains  of  magnificent  buildings  much  in 
the  fame  tafte.  The  portico  was  crowned  with  an 
Attic  courfe,  which  was  alfo  carried  through  the  two 
iourts,  and  feems  to  have  been  ornamented  with 
'ftatues. 

"We  now  come  to  the  great  temple,  the  approach 
ito  which  was  through  the  foregoing  portico  and 
courts.  Little  more  of  this  edifice  remains  than  nine 
lo^ty  columns  fupporting  their  entablature.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  the  fhafts  of  thefe  columns  confift  of 
three  pieces  mod  exadlly  joined  together  without  ce- 
ment, which  is  ufcd  in  no  part  of  thefe  bviildings; 
they  being  only  ftrengthened  with  iron  pins  received 
into  a  focket  worked  in  each  (lone.  Mod  of  the 
.bafes  .lave  two  fuch  fock^rs,  one  fqusre  and  another 
circular,  correfponding  to  two  others  of  the  fame 
ihape  and  dimenfions  in  the  under  part  of  the  Ihaft. 
On  meafuring  fome  of  the  large  ft  of  thofe  that  were 
circular,  it  was  found  that  the  iron  pin  which  they 
.'received  muft  have  been  a  foot  long,  and  above  a  foot 
in  diameter.  By  the  fockets  in  all  the  fallen  fragr 
Vnents  of  this  temple,  it  appears  that  each  (lone  had 
.probably  been  falleacd  in  this  manner,  How  much 
tliis  method  contnbutai  to  the  llrength  of  the  buildr 
'^ng  is  remarkably  fcen  in  tlie  molt  entire  temple, 
where  a  column  has  fallen  again  fc  the  wallof  the  cell 
.>yith  fuch  violcdce,  as.  to  beat  in  the  flone  it  fell 
igainft,  and  break  part  of  the  fliaft,  while  the  join- 
ings pf  the  fiime  Hiaft  have  not  been  in  the  Icaft. open- 
ed by  the  Ihock. 
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The  moft  entire  temple  is  ifregularly  placed  with 
refped  to  the  former,  and  is  alfo  built  upon  a  much 
lower  horizontal  plan.  It  was  a  periftyle  of  eighc 
columns  in  front,  and  fifteen  in  flank,  which  Sill 
continue  to  fupport  their  entablature,  notwithftanding 
fcveral  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  Turks  to  deflroy 
them,  in  order  to  get  at  the  iron  employed  in  (trength- 
cning  this  noble  building.  The  arch  of  the  portico 
is  divided  into  compartments  by  the  richeft  mouldings 
and  carved  work,  cut  in  the  folid  (tone.  Thefc 
compartments  are  in  an  alternate  fuccefllon  of  one 
hexagon  and  four  rhomboids,  inclofing  figures  and 
heads  in  alto  relievo.  The  rhomboid  pannels  contain 
heads  of  gods,  heroes,  and  emperors*,  the  hexagon 
alfo  contain  the  heads  of  the  fame  fubjedts,  and  fome- 
times  entire  figures  felating  to  the  ancient  mythology  j 
as  Leda  and  the  fwan,  Ganymede  riding  on  the  back 
of  an  eagle,  a  half-length  of  Diana, -Sec.  On  the 
infide  of  this*  temple  a  row  of  fluted  Corinthian 
columns  reach  to  the  top  of  the  building,  fupporting 
a  rich  entablature.  ^  Between  each  column  is  a  niche 
finely  ornamented,  and  above  each  niche  a  tabernacle 
or  opening  anfwering  to  it,  fupported  by  fmall 
columns.  The  roof  is  fallen  down ;  and  out  of  the 
ruins  of  the  entablature  grow  many  fhrubs. 

At  fome  diftance  to  the  weft  of  thefefuperb  remains 
of  antiquity,  is  a,  magnificent  circular  temple.  The 
order  of  this  ftrudbure  without  is  Corinthian,  and 
within  both  Corinthian  and  Ionic  -,  but  the  fhafts  of 
all  the  columns  are  of  one  piece.  The  lower  or  Ionic 
ftory  is  converted  into  a  Greek  church,  and  for  that 
purpole  is  feparated  from  the  higher  or  Corinthian 
llory. 

On  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  city,  where  the'walls 
inclofe  a  fmall  part  of  the  foot  of  Anti-Libanus,  is  a 
fingle  Doric  column,  of  confiderabie  height;  but 
f]Qthing  in  its  fize,  proportions,  pr  workmanfjjip,  is 
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fo  remarkable  as  a  little  bafon  on  the  top  of  its  capital, 
which  has  a  communication  with  a  femicircular 
channel  cut  longitudinally  down  the  fide  of  the  (haft, 
and  five  or  fix  inches  deep.  It  is  faid  that  water  was 
formerly  conveyed  from  the  bafon  by  this  channel ; 
but  how  the  bafon  was  fupplied,  x>ur  author  coM 
pot  learn. 

The  fmall  part  of  the  city  at  prefent  inhabited,  is 
near  the  circular  temple,  and  to  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
wcft  of  it.  In  this  compafs  there  are  feveral  minarets, 
or  Turkifh  ftceples.  Inftead  of  bells,  which  arc  not 
tifcd  in  rurkey,  a  perfon  is  employed  to  call  the  people 
to  prayers,  from  the  balcony  near  the  top  of  the 
minaret,  at  the  five  dated  times  appointed  every  24 
hours  for  diyine  worlhip. 

The  city  walls,  like  thofc  of  moft  of  the  other 
ancient  cities  of  Afia,  feem  the  confufed  patch-'vork 
of  different  ages.  The  pieces  of  capitals,  broken 
entablatures,  and  in  fome  places .  reverfed  Greek 
infcriptions,  to  be  feen  in  going  round  them,  (hew 
that  their  laft  repairs  were  made  after  the  decline  of 
tafte,  with  fuch  materials  as  lay  neareft  at  hand.  Th*e 
city  gates  in  general  correfpond  with  what  has  been 
faid  of  the  walls  ;  but  that  on  the  ncnh  fide  prefents 
the  ruins  of  a  large  fubaflement  with  pedeftals  and 
bafes  for  four  columns,  in  a  tafl:e  of  magnificence 
and  antiquity  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  other 
gates. 

Near  the  city  walls  is  a  quarry  of  free-ftone,  from 
which  probably  the  immenfe  ftones  employed  in  the 
fubaflement  of  the  great  temple  were  taken,  while  the 
more  ornamented  parts  of  thofe  buHdings  were  fup- 
plied from  a  quarry  of  coarfe  white  marble  weft  of 
the  city,  and  at  a  greater  diftance.  In  the  firft  quarry 
there  are  ftill  remaining  fome  vaft  fiones  cut  and 
ihaped  for  ufe.  One  of  thefe  ftones  thus  fhaped,  but 
iiot  entirely  detached  from  the  quarry  at  the  bottom, 
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we  found  to  b0  70  ket  long,  14  bro^d,  ind  14  ^ct 
cinches  deep,  'this  ftone,  according  to  tl^fe  di* 
menfions,  contains  I4,ia8  cubic  feet,  and,  were  ic 
Portlan(l  ftone,  (boqkl  weigjh  aboqc  2,270,000  pounds 
avoirdupoife,  or  about  1 135  tons. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  country,  b^th  Mahomotans^' 

ews^  and  Chriftians,  all  cbnfidendy  believe  thai; 
ibmqn  built  both  Palniyra  and  BaJbeo.  Indeed^ 
die  ruins  of  both  s^nTwer  our  ideas  of  his  power  and 
riches,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcover  h|s  wiidomi 
in  the  former,  and  his  love  pf  phafure  in  the  latter; 
It  is  probable  tha^  his  charsi^er  as  a  wife  and  yet 
voluptuous  Prince,  may  have  given  rife  to  an  opinion^' 
which,  with  refpe^  to  Balbec  at  leafl^  feems  to  have 
fcarcely  any  other  foundatio^i :  for  any  Eaftern  monarch^ 
could  not  enjoy  his  favourite  pleafures  in  a  moro 
luxurious  retirement,  than  amidfl:  the  ftreams  and 
(hades  of  Balbec.  Many  ftpries  are  there  told  of  thb 
manner  in  which  he  fpent  his  hours  of  dalliance  in  this 
retreat :  a  fubje6t  on  which  the  warnri  imagination  of 
the  Arabs  is  apt  to  be  too  particular. 

Whether  the  Phoenicians  did  not  ere£t  thefe  temples 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  capital,  may  be  a  more' 
reafonable  enquiry :  for  it  is  pretty  certain,  that  the^ 
fun  was  worihippecl  here  in  the  fiouriihing  times  of 
that  people,  when  this  plain  was  probably  a  part  oiF 
their  territory. 

According  to  Macmbius,  the  city  derived  both  it$ 
name  and  worfhip  fn>m  Heliopolis  in  Egypt :  and  he* 
obferves,  that  the  ftacue  of  Heliopolitan  Jove  was' 
brought  from  thence  to  this  city.    "  This  divinity, 
he  obferves,  was  both  Jupiter  and  the  Sun:   which,' 
he  adds,  appears  by  the  rites  of  th&worfliip,  and  by* 
the  attributes  of  the  ftatue,  which  is  of  gold,  repre-^ 
fenting  a  perfon  without  a  beard,  who  holds  in  his 
right  Iiand  a  whip,  like  a  charioteer,  and  in  his  left 
a  thunderbolt,  together  with  ears  of  corn ;  all  which 
mark  the  united  powers  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo;  and 
the  temple  excels  in  divination." 
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But  ihftead  of  looking  fbrbuildmgs:of  the  Cor'm- 
thjan  Ionic  order  in  the  jcwifh  did  Phoenician  hiftory, 
it  may  bp  thought  more  proper  to  enquire  for  them 
during  the  time  when  the  Greeks  poflefTed  this 
country.  But  from  Alexander's  conqueft  of  it  to  that 
of  Pompcy,  vft  do  not  find,  khcm  mentioned  j  for 
which  reafon  we  conclude,  that  they  mud  be  works 
of  a  later  date;  and,  indeed,  John  of  Antioch  fiir- 
named  Malala,  fays,  that  ^Hus  Antoninus  Pius  built 
a.  temple  toi  Jupiter  at  Heljopolis^  near  Libanus,  in 
J^hcenicia,  which  was  one  of.  the  wonders  of  the 
world.  This  is  the  only  hijdorian  who  mentions  the 
l>uilding  of  a  temple  in  this  city. 
V  It.  is  certain  that  the  ftrudurc  of  the  temples  of 
Palmyra  and  Balbec  diners  in  fome  paniculars  from 
tha^t  of  all  others  wie  have  feen,  and  we  imagined  we 
Could  (^ilcover  in  many  of  the  deviations  from  the  true 
<^bje^  0f  worifeip,.  fomething  in  the  climate,  foil,  or 
fitMMion  of  each  country,  which  had  a  copfiderable 
k)flv»enc<?  in  cftablilhing  its  particjukr  mode  of  fuper- 

jtltlOn.  ■'■]  Oi  "5'.'j"i  «,(    i'..i</i/v  '' 

r  If  this  obfervation  be  applied  to  the  country  and 
religion  of  Syria,,'  and  we  examine  the  worfhip  of  the 
fun*  mopn^  and  (lars^  called  in  bcripture  Baal,  Ada- 
roth*  and  the  Hoft  of  Heaven  •,  we  Ihall  perhaps  not 
0njy-fee  how  that  early  fuperfiition,  which  mifled  the 
inhabitants  of  a  level  country,  was  naturally  produced ; 
but  iVe  tnay  obferve  fomething  of  its  origin  and  pro- 
gr<^f?  r^fulting  ftonl  a'tonne^tionrbctween  thofe  objcdts 
qj^  worftyp  confidcred  phyfically,  and  their  charaders 
as  divinities.  Thus  the  magnificence  with  which  the 
fyn  wa?  worfliipped'  in;  Syria  and  CHaldca,  the  name 
of  Paal,  which  in^hie  Ealtern  language  fignifies  Lord, 
arid  t];HE  human  vj<5tims facrificed  to  his  honour;  fcem 
tp, point  out  an  a\5«fi»l  reverence:  paid  rather  to  his 
power  than  his  bef^ighjty,  in  a  country  where  the 
v^iol^npe  of  his  heat,  is  not  only  in  .njany  rcfpefts 
troubleiqme  to  the.  inhabitants^   by t  clettruftive  to 
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vegetation.  On  the  other  hand;,  the  deification  of 
the  inferior  gods  of  the  firmament  ieems  to  have 
taken  its  rife  t'rom  diifcrent  principles,  in  which  love 
appears  to  have  been  more  predominant  than  fear.     . 

The  extenfive  plains  and  unclouded  fky  not  only 
point  this  out;  but  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants 
way  of  life,  which  is  as  uniform  as  their  foil  or  their 
climate,  has  contributed  to  diredt  their  attention  to 
thefe  heavenly  bo(  les.  It  was  always  a  cuftom  with 
them  to  pafe  the  fummer  nights  on  the  tops  of  their 
houfes,  which  for  this  purpofe  were  made  flat,  and 
divided  from  each  other  by  walls.  This  way  ot' 
deeping  we  found  extreamly  agreeable,  as  we  by  that 
means  enjoyed  the  cool  air  above  the  reach  of  gnats 
and  vapours,  with  no  other  covering  but  the  canopy 
of  heaven,  which  in  different  pleafing  forms  unavdid- 
ably  prefents  itfclf,  upon  every  interruption  of  reft-, 
when  the  mind  is  ftrongly  difpofed  to  contemplation 
by  folitude  and  filence. 

We  could  no  where  difcover  more  beauties  in  the 
face  of  die  heavens,  nor  fewer  on  the  earth,  than  in 
our  travels  in  the  night  through  the  dcfarts  of  Arabia ; 
where  it  is  impofTible  to  avoid  being  (truck  with  the 
contrail ;  in  which  a  boundlcfs  dreary  wafte,  without 
mountain  or  valley,  tree  or  water,  or  the  lead  variety 
of  colours,  offers  a  tedious  famencfs  to  the  weary 
traveller,  while  he  is  agreeably  relieved  by  beholding 
that  chearful  moving  pidlure  which  meafurcs  his 
time,  dire(5ls  his  courfe,  and  lights  his  way.  The 
warm  fancy  of  the  Aralj  loon  felt  the  tranfition  from 
wild  admiration  to  I'uperftitious  refped: ;  and  the 
pdffions  were  engaged  before  the  judgment  was  con- 
liilted.  Hence  the  Jews  frequently  caught  the 
bewitching  entliufiafm ;  and  an  ancient  pious  native 
of  the  country,  feems  to  acknowlege  the  danger  of 
contemplating  fuch  beauties,  while  he  difowns  his 
having  yielded  to  the  temptation  :  If  I  beheld  the  fun 
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when  bejhineiy  or  the  moon  waiking  in  her  hrigbtnefs^ 
and  my  heart  ha$b  been  fecretly  enticedy  or  my  mouth 
hath  kijfed  pr^  btmd^  this  were  an  imquHy^  &c.  Job 
Xxxi.  26. 

Even  Egypt  had  ibme  objefls  of  divine  worffaip  fo 
peculiarly  die  growth  of  that  country^  that  they 
could  never  be  traniplanted^  As  fuperftition  tra- 
velled from  thence  northward,  (he  changed  her  garb, 
and  from  the  pidurefque  mixture  of  the  hills,  vales, 
groves,  and  water  in  Greece,  arofe  the  Grades., 
Dryades,  and  Naiades,  with  all  the  varieties  of  that 
fanciful  mythology  \  which  none  but  fuch  a  poet  as 
Homer,  in  fuch  acountry  as  Greece,  could  have  con- 
nected into  that  form  which  has  ever  fmce  been 
udopted  by  the  poeu. 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF 

JUDEA,  OR  THE  HOLY  LAND, 

AND     PARTICULARLY     OP 

THE   CITY   OF    JERUSALEM: 

Colkded  from  the  Writings  of  Maundrell,  Shaw, 
and  other  Travellers. 


TH  £  land  of  Judea  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Mount  Libanus,  which  feparates  it  from  that 
part  of  Syria  antiently  called  Phoenicia ;  on  the  eaft 
by  Mount  Hermon,  which  feparates  it  from  Arabia 
P^ferta ;  on  the  fouth  by  Arabia  Petraea  -,  and  on  the 
weft  by  the  Mediterranean.  This  country  received 
ihf^  name  of  Paleftine  from  the  Philiftines,  who  dwel- 
led on  the  fea-coaft ;  it  was  called  Judea  from  Judah  *, 
and  is  termed  the  Holy  Land  from  itc  being  the  fpot 
where  the  antient  prophets  firfl:  refidedj  where  our 
Saviour  himfelf  received  his  birth,  preached  his  holy 
doi^rines,  confirmed  them  by  miracles,  and  laid 
down  his  life  for  mankind.  This  country  is  only 
about  150  miles  in  length,  and  generally  80  in  breadth, 
though  in  ibme  places  it  is  wider,  and  in  X)thers  nar- 
rower :  it  is  (ituated  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  climate, 
between  31**  and  33"  30'  north  latitude,  and  the 
longeii  day  is  about  fourteen  hours  and  a  quarter. 

Though 
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Though  the  heat,  from  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try with  refped  to  the  equator^  might  be  expefled 
to  be  exceffive,  yet  Mount  Libanus,  from  its  un- 
common height,  is  covered  all  the  winter  with 
fnow.  Dr.  Shaw  obferves,  that  in  travelling  by  night 
through  the  v allies  of  Mount  Ephraim,  he  and  his 
cqmpany  were  attended  for  above  an  hour  by  an  ig- 
nis tatuus  that  aflumed  a  variety  of  extraordinary  ap- 
pearances. It  was  fometimes  globular,  then  refem- 
bled  the  flame  of  a  candle;  but  inftantly  it  Would 
fpread  itfelf,  and  involve  the  whole  company  in  its 
pale  inoffenfive  light;  then contradting  itfelf,  it  would 
inflantly  difappear ;.  but  in  lefs  than  a  minute  would 
again  become  vifible  as  before  ;  or,  moving  from  one 
place  to  another,  would  expand  itfelf,  at  particular 
intervals,  over  two  or  three  acres  of  the  adjacent 
mountains.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  preceding 
evening  the  atmofphere  had  been  uncommonly  thick 
and  hazy,  and  the  dew  unufually  unftuous. 

The  firfl:  rains,  as  they  arc  called,  generally  fall 
about  the  beginning  of  November ;  and  the  latter 
rains  fometimes  in  the  middle,  and  fometimes  toward 
the  end  of  April.  In  the  country  round  Jerufalem, 
if  a  moderate  quantity  of  fnow  falls  in  the  beginning 
of  February,  and  the  brooks  foon  after  overflow  their 
banks,  it  is  thought  to  promife  a  fruitful  year ;  and 
the  inhabitants  make  rejoicings  upon  this  occafion, 
like  the  Egyptians  upon  the  cutting  of  the  Nile: 
but  this  country  is  feldom  refreflied  with  rain  in  the 
fummcr. 

The  rocks  of  this  country  are  in  many  parts  cover- 
ed with  a  foft  chalky  fubflancc,  in  which  is  inclolVd 
a  great  variety  of  Ihells  aiid  corals.  The  greatcll 
part  of  the  mounrains  of  Carmel,  and  thofe  of  Jeru- 
faiem  and  Bethlehem,  are  fdlb  covered  with  a  white 
chalky  ilratum.  Inr  the  former  are  gathered  many 
Itones,  whiCjh,  being  in  the  form,  as  it  is  pretended^ 
jQi  olives,  melons,  peaches,  and  other  fruit,  are  im- 
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pofed  upon  pilgrims,  not  only  as  thofe  fruits  petrified, 
but  as  antidotes  againft  feveral  diftempers.  Indeed 
the  olives,  which  are  the  lapides  judaici  of  the  (liops, 
have  been  an  approved  medicine  againft  the  ilone 
and  gravel ;  however,  little  can  be  faid  in  favour  of 
tht'ir  peaches  and  melons,  which  are  only  round  flint 
Hones  of  different  lizes,  beautified  on  the  infide  witli 
fparry  knobs,  that  are  made  to  pafs  for  feeds  and  ker- 
•  nels.  The  waters  of  Jordan  and  Siloam ;  the  rofes 
of  Jericho  ;  beads  made  of  the  olive-ftones  of  Gethf 
femane ;  the  chalk-ftone  of  the  grotto  near  Bethle-- 
hem,  called  the  Virgin's  Milk ;  the  little  round  cal- 
culi  called  her  peafe  j  and  other  curiofities  of  the  like 
nature,  are  prefents  which  the  pilgrims  ufually  receive 
in  return  for  their  charity- 

As  to  the  rivers  of  this  country,  the  Jordan  is 
not  only  the  moft  confiderable,  but,  next  to  the  Nile, 
is  by  far  the  largeft  to  be  found  either  in  the  Levant 
or  in  Barbary.  Dr.  Shaw  fays,  that  though  he  could 
not  compute  it  to  be  more  than  thirty  yards  broad,  it 
is  fo  deep,  that  even  at  the  brink  he  found  it  to  be 
nine  feet.  If  we  take  this,  fays  he,  during  the  whole 
year,  for  the  mean  depth  of  the  ft  ream,  which  runsabout 
two  miles  an  hour,  then  Jordan  will  daily  difcharge 
into  the  Dead  Sea  about  fii;  millions  ninety  thoufand 
tons- of  water.  So  great  a  quantity  of  water  daily  re- 
ceived, without  increafing  the  limits  of  that  lea,  or 
lake,  has  made  fome  conjedure,  that  It  is  carried  off 
by  fubterranean  cavities,  or  abforbed  by  the  burning 
fands :  but  if  the  Dead  Sea  is,  according  to  the  gene- 
ral computation,  72  miles  long,  and  18  broad,  by 
allowing,  according  to  the  oblervacion  of  the  great 
Mr.  Halley,  691 4  tons  of  vnpour  for  every  fquare 
mile,  there  will  be  daily  drav/n  up  in  clouds,  tg  re- 
frefli  the  earth  with  rain  or  dews,  8,960, :oo  tonsj 
which  is  almoft  one-third  more  than  it  receives  from 
this  river.  With  relpedt  to  the  bitumen,  for  which 
this  lake  has  been  always  remarkable,  it  is  faid  to 
rife  at  certain  times  from  the  botLom  in  large  hemi-r 
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i(phcres,  which,  on  their  touching  the  furface  of  the 
water,  and  being  acted  upon  by  the  external  air,  burft 
with  a  great  noife  and  fmoke,  and  difperfe  thcmfelvcs 
in  a  thoufjnd  pieces.  This  is  faid,  however,  only  to 
happen  near  the  fliores  -,  for  in  greater  depths  the 
irruptions  are  fuppofed  only  to  dilcover  themfelves  by 
the  columns  of  fmoke  which  arife  from  the  lake. 
This  bitumen  is  probably  accompanied  on  its  rifing 
with  fulphur,  as  both  are  found  promifcuoully  on  the 
fliore.  The  latter  cxadly  refembles  native  fulphur, 
and  the  former  is  brittle,  and  yields  a  fetid  fmell  upon 
friftion,  or  on  its  being  fet  on  fire  :  it  is  alfo  as  black 
as  jet.  The  reverend  Mr.  Maundrell  found  on  the 
fhore  a  black  fort  of  pebbles,  that  burn  on  being  held 
to  the  flame  of  a  candle,  yielding  a  moft  ofFenfive 
imell  i  but  though  they  lofe  their  weight  in  burning, 
they  do  not  decreafe  in  bulk.  Thefe  ftones  are  con> 
mon  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  arc  capable  of 
'  being  carved  and  polifhed  like  marble. 

Vulgar  report  would  perfuade  us  that  all  the  birds 
that  attempt  to  fly  over  this  lake  drop  down  dead 
into  it,  and  that  neither  fifh  nor  any  other  animal 
can  live  within  thefe  deadly  waters  ;  but  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  true,  that  birds  fly  over  the  lake  without 
any  vifible  injury,  and  on  the  fhore  the  Ihells  of  fifh 
are  often  caft  up  by  the  waves.  The  water  is, very 
limpid,  and  not  only  fait,  but  very  bitter  and  naufe- 
«©us  i  and  the  laft  mentioned  reverend  gentleman,  be- 
ing defirous  of  trying  its  llrength,  went  into  it,  and 
found  that  it  bore  him  up  in  fwimming  with  uncom- 
mon force.  As  to  the  apples  of  Sodom,  mentioned 
.  by  feveral  auihors,  thefe  are  alfo  a  fiftion ;  for  no- 
thing of  that  kind  is  either  fecn  or  mentioned  near 
this  lake  ;  nor  is  there  any  tree  from  which  fuch  kind 
.  of  fruit  might  be  expeded. 

Modern  unbelievers  have  dwelt  much  on  the  rocks 

of  Paleftine,  the  barrennefs  of  the  country,  and  the 

difagreeablenefs  of  the  climate,  in  order  to  invalidate 

-  the  accounts  given  in  Scripture  of  the  fertility  of  that 
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Vand  of  nromife,  whicli  ir.  rcprcfcntcJ  there  tjs  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey:  buz  the  reverend  Dr.  S!ia\Vi 
\vho  Teems  to  .have  examined  the  country  with  an  un- 
tommori  degree  of  accuracy,  fays  That  was  the  Holy 
Land  as  well  cultivated  as  in  former  times,  it  would 
be  pore  fertile  than  the  very  beft  parts  of  Syria  and 
Phoenicia ;  becaufe  the  foil  is  generally  much  richer, 
andj  every  thing  confidered,  yields  larger  crops. 
Thus  the  cotton  gathered  in  the  plains  of  Zabulon, 
Efdraelon,  and  Ramah,  is  more  efteemed  than  that 
produced  near  Tripoly  and  Sidon ;  and  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  pulfej  wheat,  or  any  other  graih,  to  exceed 
what  is  commonly  fold  at  Jerufalem.  Therefore,  the 
barrennefs,  fays  he,  of  which  fome  authors  complain, 
does  not  proceed  from  the  natural  unfruitfulnefs  of 
the  country,  but  from  the  want  of  inhabitancs,  and 
tlie  opprefiioh  they  labour  under. 

Indeed  the  inhabitants  can  have  but  little  inclina- 
tion to  cultivate  the  earth.  '  Iri  Paleftine,  fays  Mr. 
Wood,  we  have  often  feen  the  inhabitants  fowing, 
accompanied  by  an  armed  friend,  to  prevent  his  be- 
ing robbed  of  the  feed  j*  and,  after  all,  whoever  fo ws 
is  uncertain  whether  he  fhall  ever  reap  the  harveil. 
As  the  parts  about  Jerufalem  iri  particular  liave  been 
defcribed  as  rocky  and  mountainous,"  they  have  been 
therefore  fuppofed  to  be  barren  -,  but  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  the  cale  at  prefent,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  want  there  has  been  for  many  ages  of  a  proper 
culture,  the  plains  and  vallies^  though  as  fertile  as 
tver,  are  almbft  entirely  negledled,  Hhile  every  little 
hillis  crowded  with  inhabitants.  It  cannot  here  be 
urged,  that  the  inhabitants  enjoy  more  fifety  than 
in  the  plains ;  for  they  have  no  Walls  or  any  fortifica- 
tions to  fecure  cithfcr  their  villages^xir  enca-Tipments; 
and  as  there  are  few  places  of  di.'Hcult  accels,.^ibtK 
lie  equally  expoled  to  the  ravages  of*  an  enemy  :  but 
th?y  find  fufficient  conveniencies  for  thcmfelvcs,  and 
much  grcaterfor  their  cattle,  which  feed  upon  a  richer 
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herbage  •,  and  both  are  refrefhed  by  fprings  of  excel- 
lent water. 

Corn,  wine,  and  oil,  with  milk  and  honey,  were 
both  the  food  and  the  principal  dainties  of  the  early 
ages.  Thele  were  once  the  produce  of  this  country, 
as  they  might  be  ftili  in  the  greateft  plenty,  only  b/ 
ufipg  proper  care.  The  wild- honey,  once  part  of 
the  food  of  St.  John  Baptift,  fhews  there  was  plenty 
of  it  in  the  defurts  of  Judea  •,  and  by  taking  the  hint 
from  nature,  and  enticing  the  bees  into  hives,  the 
quantity  might  be  vaftly  increafed.  As  in  fome  places 
the  mountains  abound  with  rofemary,  thyme,  lage, 
and  fuch  aromatic  plants  as  are  chiefly  fought  by  the 
bees  V  fo  others  are  as  well  ftocked  with  Ihrubs,  and 
a  delicate  fhort  grafs,  of  both  which  the  cattle  are 
more  fond  than  of  the  plants  common  to  meadows 
and  fallow  ground.  The  milk  of  the  cattle  thus  fed 
is  not  only  far  richer,  but  their  flefli  is  more  fweet  and 
nourilhing.  Thele  mountainous  diftrifts  have  been 
alfo  valuable  on  other  accounts  they  feem  to  have 
been  formerly  well  planted  with  olive-trees,  one  acre 
of  which,  if  properly  Improved,  is  more  valuable 
than  twice  the  extent  of  arable  ground :  and  feveral 
parts  of  Palelline,  no  lels  than  idumea,  which  lies 
contiguous  to  it,  are  reprefented  by  the  antients  as 
abounding  in  date-trees. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  plains  between 
Jaffa  and  Ramah,  and  other  places  in  the  road  to  Je- 
rufalem,  are  particularly  diltinguiflied  by  beds  of  tu- 
lips, frutiUaries,  and  other  plants  of  the  fame  clals. 
The  balfam-tree,  however,  is  no  longer  found  in  this 
country,  and  the  dudaim,  or  mandrakes,  mentioned 
in  the  Scriptures,  are  equally  wanting. 

Every  part  of  the  country  abounds  with  plenty  of 
game,  as  antelopes,  hares,  and  rabbets ;  and  of  the 
wipged  kind,  woodcocks,  partridges,  teal,  fnipes, 
and  feveral  others,  which  are  all  caught  by  hawking 
and  the  chace.    The  hawks  are  ulually  of  the  nature 
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and  fize  of  our  gofs- hawks,  and  fo  ftrong  as  to  bring 
down  a  buftard,  and  ftop  an  antelope  in  full  career. 

Acra,  anticnrly  called  Accho,  fituated  in  32°  40' 
north  latitude,  is  one  of  the  places  from  which  the 
Ifraelites  could  not  expel  the  antient  Canaanites ;  but 
in  after  times,  being  enlarged  by  Ptol<  my  I.  he,  from 
his  own  name,  called  it  Ptolemais  t  but  it  has  fince 
refumed  fome  refemblance  of  its  antient  name.  J  his 
city  was  the  fcene  of  many  obftinate  difputes  between 
the  Croifaders  and  the  Saracens.  Its  fituation  is  as 
advantageous  as  poffible ;  on  the  north  and  eaft  it  is 
cncompaffed  by  a  fpacious  fertile  plain,  on  the  welt  it 
is  wafhed  by  the  Mediterranean,  and  on  the  fouth  by 
a  large  bay,  which  extends  from  the  city  as  far  as 
Mount  Carmel :  it,  however,  contains  little  more 
than  a  few  cottages,  and  prodigious  heaps  of  ruins, 
that  only  ferve  to  Ihew  its  former  ftrcngth. 

Among  thefe  ruins  are  fhewn  fome  remains  of  a  large 
church,  that  once  belor.ged  to  a  convent,  6f  which 
the  Chriftians  there  tell  the  following  remarkable  (lory: 
The  Turks,  after  a  long  fiege,  took  the  city  by  Itorni 

the  year  1291,  when  the  abbefs  of  the  convent. 
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dreading  left  (he  and  hi^r  nuns  fhould  be  treated  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  affembled  them,  and  exhorting 
them  to  mangle  their  faces,  as  the  only  meafis  of  pre- 
ferving  their  virginity,  inftantly,  with  an  heroic  cou- 
rage, fet  them  the  example,  which  the  nuns  boldly 
followed,  by  cutting  off  their  nofes,  and  disfiguring 
their  faces  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  rendered  them  more 
adapted  to  excite  horror  than  defire.  Hence  the  fol- 
diers,  foon  after  breaking  into  the  convent,  were  fo 
difappointed  at  reein|,  inftead  of  a  number  of  bloom- 
ing beauties,  fuch  difmal  objeds,  that  they  cruelly  put 
them  to  the  fword. 

The  city  appears  to  have  been  formerly  cncompaf- 
fed  by  a  double  wall,  defended  with  towers ;  and  with- 
out the  Wills  are  ditches,  ramparts,  and  a  kind  of 
baftions  faced  with  ftone. 
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To  the  foiuh  of  Acra  is  Sebafta,  the  antient  Sama-t 
r*Ki,  the  capital  of  the  ten  tribes  after  their  revolt 
from  the  houfe  of  David  -,  and  it  being  rendered  by 
Herod  a  very  magnificent  city,  he  gave  it  the  name 
of  Sebafta,  in  honour  of  Au^ullus  Caviar.  It  is  feat- 
ed  on  a  long  mount,  of  an  oval  figure,  which  rifes 
in  a  fruitful  valley,  furrounded  by  a  range  of  hills  y 
^nd  is  now  eniirely  converted  into  gardens,  having 
no  other  remains  of  its  being  once  a  famous  city,  but 
a  hrge  fquare,  encompaiTed  with  cplumns,  and  the 
ruins  of  a  great  church,  ,faid  to  be  eredbed  oyer  the 
place  where  John  the  Baptift  >vas  imprifoned  and  be- 
headed. In  the  body  of  the  church  is  a  ftair-cafe 
into  the  dungeon,  where  they  fay  his  blood  was  fhed. 
There  are  here  a  few  poor  families  of  the  Turks,  who 
hkve  a  great  veneration  for  this  prifon. 

A  little  farther  to  tlie  fouth  is  Naploili,  the  antient 
Sychem,  which  fta'nds  in  a  narrow  valley  between 
Mount  Ebal  on  the  north,  and  Gerizim  on  the  fouth. 
The  Samaritans,  whofe  chief  refidence  is  at  Sychem, 
have  a  fmall  temple  upon  Mount  Gerizim,  to  which 
they  ftill  repair  at  certain  feafons^  for  religious  wor- 
fliip  ;  and  it  is  faid  alTemble  once  a  year  to  offer  facri- 
fices  there.  Upon  one  of  thefe  mpuntains  God  com- 
manded the  children  of  Ifrael  to  fet  up  great  ftones, 
plaftered  oyer,  infcribed  with  th^  body  of  the  law, 
a  pel  to  ered  ai-\  altar  and  offer  facrifices,  feafting  and 
rejoicing  before  the  Lord,  Deut.  xxvii.  4.  But  whe- 
ther Ebal  or  Gerizim  was  the  place  appointed  for  this 
folemnity,  is  not  eafily  determined.  At  a  fmall  dif- 
tancc  from  Naplofa  is  Jacob's  well,  fanious  for  our 
Saviour's  cciifer;ence  with  the  woman  of  Samaria. 
Over  this  wtll  there  once  flood  a  large  church,  built 
by  St.  Helena,  of  which  none  but  the  foundation 
now  remains.  This  well  is  at  prefent  covered  with 
ah  ojd  ftone  vjiult,  into  wKich  pilgrims  are  let  down 
through  a  ftreight  hole  -,  when  removing  a  broad  flat 
ftone,  they  diicover  the  mouth  of  the  well,  ^hich  is 
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dug  in  the  firm  rock  :  it  is  about  three  yards  in  dia- 
meter, and  thirty-five  in  depth,  about  five  of  which 
are  filled  with  water.  This,  fays  Mr.  Maundrell, 
proves  the  falfliood  of  the  (lory  told  by  travellers, 
that  it  is  dry  all  the  year  round,  except  on  the  anni- 
vcrfary  of  the  day  when  Chrift  fat  upon  its  fide,  at 
which  time  they  pretend  that  it  bubbles  up  with  plenty 
of  water, 

Jerulalem  is  encompafied  with  hills,  fo  that  the  city 
feems  as  if  fituatcd  in  an  amphitheatre  ;  but  no  place 
affords  a  diftant  view  of  it :  that  from  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  which  is  the  bed,  and  perhaps  the  farthelt, 
is  fo  near,  that  when  our  Saviour  was  there,  Dr.  Shaw 
obferves,  he  might  beiaid  almoft  in  a  literal  fenfe,  to 
weep  over  it.  There  ju-e,  however,  few  remains 
either  of  that  city  as  it  appeared  in  our  Saviour*s 
Xime,  or  as  it  was  aftervyard  built  by  Adrian ;  its  very 
iituatipn  being  changed.  For  Mount  Sion,  the  higheft 
j)art  of  the  antient  Jerufalem,  is  now  almoft  entirely 
excluded;  while  the  places  adjoining  to  Mount  Cal- 
vary, where  Chrift  fuffered  without  the  gate,  are  at 
prercnt  almoft  in  the  center. 

This  city,  which  is  about  three  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence, is  ficuated  in  31"  50'  north  latitude,  and  in 
'2,(}^  eaft  longitude  from  London,  on  a  rocky  moun- 
tain, on  all  fides  of  which  are  fteep  afcehts,  except 
toward  the  north  •,  and  is  fur  rounded  by  a  deep 
valley,  which  is  again. encompafled  with  hills.  The 
y/alls  are  not  ftrong,  nor  have  any  baftions ;  but  towers 
are  creeled  .upon  them,  after  the  old  method  of  for- 
rtlfication,  and  on  one  fide  only  it  is  defenfied  by  .^lu. 
incpnfiderable  ditch.  The  city  has  fix  gates;  the 
private" buildings  are  mean,  the  ftreets  are  narrow, 
and  but  thinly  inhabited.  The  refort  of  pilgrims 
thither,  and  accommodating  them  with  necelfaries, 
feems  the  principal  bufinefs  of  the  inhabitants.  A 
Turkilh  balha  refides  there  in  order  to  preierve  good 
order,  and  colle,ft  the  grand  fignior's  tribute  from  the- 
■pilgrims,  aj[id  the  pricfts  who  refide  tjiere ;  and  alfo  to 

I  4  p:v>.c«st 


Ia6     DESCRIPTION  of  JUDEA^ 

J^rotcfl:  them  from  the  Arabs,  when  they  vific  the 
holy  places  in  the  acljactrnc  country. 

No  European  Chriftian  is  allowed  to  enter  the  city 
till  the  governor  is  informed  of  his  arrival,  and  he  has 
J)aid  the  duties  required;  nor  are  any  permitted 
to  ent.r  on  horfeback,  or  with  a«*i-n^,  except  they 
come  with  Tome  public  fninillcr  or  conl'ul.  The  liu- 
ropeans,  whether  papiils  or  protcftants,  always  go  to 
the  Latin  or  Popifh  convent,  where  they  are  enter- 
tained by  the  guiirdian  and  friars  for  their  money: 
though  jome  diftintSbion  is  made  between  thofe  who 
travel  thither  out  of  devotion,  and  thofe  who  only 
come  out  of  curiofity.  The  pilgrims  are  indeed  treat- 
ed with  peculiar  marks  of  reljed.  The  d rugger- 
man,  or  interpreter,  with  fome  others  deputed  by  th^ 
convent,  ufually  meet  the  pilgrims  without  the  gate 
of  the  city,  where  they  pay  the  duties,  and  bring 
them  to  the  cloifter,  where  they  are  handfomely  enter- 
tained, and  an  apartment  is  afilgned  them.  Sortie  time 
after  they  are  condu(51ed  to  the  chapel,  to  which  the 
father  guardian  comes  with  all  his  monks,  and  hav- 
ing made  the  pilgrims  fit  on  a  couch  of  crimfon  vcl- 
vei,  wafhes  their  feet  in  veflTcls  of  water  mixed  with 
rofes,  and  kifies  them  ;  and  aficr  the  guardian  has 
done,  the  fame  ceremony  is  performed  by  all  the 
n^onks.  who  in.  the  mean  while  fmg  hymns  and  an- 
thems. At  the  c^nclufion  of  this  ceremony,  each  of 
the  pilgrims  receives  a  wax  taper,  and  they  all  make 
a  proceflion  about  the  cloifter,  fmging  Te  Deum  for 
bringing  them  in  fafety  to  the  holy  city :  and  this  they 
perform  at  three  altars,  that  is,  the  high  altar,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  at  the  altar  of  oUr  Lord^s 
laft  fupper-,  and  at  the  altar  of  Chrift's  appearing  to 
Sp.  Thomas  after  his  refufredliort. 

One  of  the  principal  places  vifiicd  by  the  pilgrims, 
is  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  upon  Mount 
Calvary,  which  is  about  loo  paces  long,  and  60  wide. 
In  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  this  church,  the 
fotwiders  were  obliged  to  reduce  the  top  of  the  mount 
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to  a  plain  area,  by  cutting  down  feveral  parts  of  the 
rock,  ^nd  raifing  others  j  but  they  fay  that  care  was 
taken  that  no  parts  of  the  hill  more  immediately  con- 
cerned in  our  Saviour's  palTion  fhould  be  altered  :  and 
therefore  that  part  of  the  mount,  where  Chrilt  was 
faftened  to  the  crofs,  is  left  entire,  and  at  prefent 
Hands  fo  high  above  the  corhmon  floor  of  the  church, 
that  there  are  twenty-one  fteps  to  go  up  to  the  top ; 
and  the  holy  fepulchre,  in  which  our  Lord*s  body  was 
lakl,  which  was  originally  a  cave  hewed  in  the  rock, 
is  now  a  grotto  above  ground,  the  rock  being  cut 
away  from  it. 

This  church,  with  many  others  throughout  Palef- 
tine,  is  faid  to  have  Been  founded  by  the  emprefs 
Helena,  the  mother  of  Conftancine  the  Great.  At 
the  well  end  ot  it  is  a  fquar6  tower  or  fteeple,  which 
appears  fomewhat  ruinous ;  but  the  edifice  in  general 
is  kept  in  good  repair,  and  has  a  fumptuous  appear- 
ance. The  body  ot  the  church  is  round,  and  is  co- 
vered with  a  donieur  a  prodigious  iize,  with  an  open*- 
ing  at  the  top,  through  which  it  receives  fufficicnt 
light.  Exa<5lly  underneath  this  aperture  is  the  holy 
fepulchre,  wliich  rifes  confiderably  above  the  pave- 
ment i  and  the  rock  on  the  outfide  is  hewn  into  the 
form  of  a  chapel,  adorned  on  the  outfide  with  ten 
beautiful  columns  of  wliite  marble,  adjoining  to  the 
wall,  and  fupporting  a  cornice.  People  are  obliged 
to  (loop  very  low  in  entering  the  door,  which  does 
not  exceed  a  yard  in  height ;  but  within  it  is  about 
eight  feet  fquare,  and  as  much  high,  all  cut  out  ai 
the  folid  rock,  and  lined  with  white  marble.  The 
tomb  in  which  they  fay  our  Lord  was  laid  is  raifed 
in  the  form  of  an  altar,  almoft  three  feet  from  the 
floor,  extending  the  whole  length,  and  half  the 
breadth  of  this  little  chapel ;  lb  that  there  is  not 
room  for  more  than  three  perfons  to  kneel,  without 
great  inconvenience.  The  multitude  of  lamps  here 
kept  continually  burning,  render  the  place  extrcamly 
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hot,  the  Imoke  of  which  efcapcs  through  vent-hoks- 
x:ut  through  the  ropf. 

Though  the  church  of  the  Sepulchre  is  lefs  than 
one  hundred  paces  in  length,  and  not  more  than  fixty 
in  breadth,  it  is  fuppofcd  to  tontuin  twelve  or  thir- 
teen places  confetrated  by  foine  ;i£tion  relating  to  our 
Saviour's  death  and  relliricdlion.  As  the  place  where 
the  loldiers  derided  him ;  where  they  divided  his  gar- 
ment i  where  he  was  conlined  while  they  dug  the 
hole  in  which  they  erei'tcd  tlie  crofs ;  where  he  wai> 
nailed  to  it  -,  wfiere  the  crofs  was  eredted  ;  where  the 
foldiers  flood  who  pierced  his  fide ;  where  his  body 
was  anointed  in  order  lor  burial  j  where  it  was  depo- 
fited  in  the  fepulchrc  •,  where  the  angel  appeared  to 
the  women  after  his  refurrcftion  •,  where  Chrift  him- 
felf  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalen:  all  which,  and 
many  others,  are  fuppofed  to  be  contained  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  this  church,  and  are  all  adorned  with 
fo  many  altars. 

Antiently  every  Chriftian  nation  had  a  fmall  fociety 
of  monks,  who  refided  in  the  galleries  about  the 
church,  and  the  little  buildings  annexed  to  it ;  but 
^e  greateft  part  of  them  have  forfaken  thefe  apart- 
ments on  account  of  the  heavy  rents  impofed  upon 
them  by  the  Turks,  and  none  remain  but  the  Latins, 
Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Coptics.  The  feveral  feds 
have  contended  to  have  the  holy  l^pulchre  as  their 
own  property  •,  and  in  particular,  the  Greeks  and 
Latins  have  fo  warmly  difpured  the  privilege  of  fay- 
ing mafs  there,  that  they  have  fometimes  come  iQ 
•blows,  and  wounded  each  other  at  the  very  door  of  the 
fepulchre :  however,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  French 
king,  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Latins,  who 
have  the  fole  privilege  of  faying  nrtafs  in  it,  though 
the  Chriftians  of  all  nations  may  perform  their  pri- 
vate devotions  there.  Ten  or  twelve  Latins,  with  a 
prefident  over  them,  always  refide  in  the  church,  and 
are  daily  erpplojed  in  trimming  the  lamps  s  and  every 
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vlay  they  alfo  make  a  folemn  procefllon,  in  which 
they  carry  tapers  and  crucifixes  to  the  feveral  fandtu- 
aries,  finging  at  each  a  little  hymn,  relating  to  the 
fubjeft  of  the  place.  But  in  the  holy  week  before 
Ealler,  when  the  pilgrims  ufually  flock  to  Jerufalcm, 
this  is  performed  with  greater  folemnity  than  at  other 
pnies. 

On  the  evening  of  Good-Friday,'  as  foon  as  it  be- 
gins to  grow  dark,  all  the  friars  and  pilgrims  aflemble 
in  the  cnapel  of  the  Apparition,  a  fmall  oratory  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  holy  grave,  in  order  to  go  in 
procelTion  round  the  church  :  but  before  this  begins, 
one  of  the  friars  preaches  a  fermon  in  Italian,  on 
the  darkncfs  at  the  crucifixion,  and  he  has  no  fooner 
begun,  than  all  the  candles  are  put  our,  to  illuftrate 
the  fubjedl :  and  tlius  they  continue  without  lighr, 
till  the  preacher  having  concluded  his  difcourfe,  every 
perfon  prefent  has  a  large  lighted  taper  put  into  his 
hands,  and  the  crucifixes  and  other  utenfils  are  put 
in  order  for  the  proceflion.  Among  the  red  is  a  large 
crucifix,  which  bears  the  image  of  our  Lord,  as 
big  as  the  life,  faftt-ned  on  with  great  nails.  This 
image,  which  is  well  painted,  and  crowned  with 
ihorns,  js  carried  at  tlie  head  of  the  proccfiion,  firft: 
to  the  pillar  of  Flagellation,  a  large  piece  of  which 
they  pretend  to  have  in  a  little  cell  jult  by  the  chapel 
pf  the  Apparition.  I'hey  there  fing  an  hymn,  and 
preach  in  Spanilh  cm  the  fcourging  of  our  Lord. 
From  hence  they  proceed  to  the  prifon,  where,  they 
fay,  Chrift  was  fecured,  while  the  foldicrs  prepared 
for  his  crucifixion :  here  alfo  they  fing  an  hymn,  and 
a  third  friar  preaches  in  French.  They  next  proceed 
to  the  altar  of  the  divifion  of  Chrift*s  garments, 
where  they  only  fing  an  hymn.  From  thence  they 
go  to  the  chapel  of  Derifion,  where  they  fing  an  hymn, 
ajnd  have  another  fermon  in  French.  From  this  place 
they  go  to  Calvary,  leaving  their  Ihoes  at  the  foot 
of  the  ftairs.  Here  are  two  altars,  one  where  Carill 
was  nailed  to  the  crois,  at  which  they  lay  down  the 
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great  crucifix,  and  ad  the  part  of  the  Jews  in  nailing 
our  Saviour  to  it  •,  anJ  after  the  hymn,  one  of  the 
friars  preaches  another  fermon  on  the  crucifixion.  At 
the  other  altar  is  a  hole  in  the  rock,  in  whith  they 
pretend  the  foot  of  the  crofs  ftood,  and  here  they  fee 
up  their  crofs  with  the  bloody  image  upon  it  -,  and 
leaving  it,  fing  an  hymn,  after  which  the  father-guar- 
dian, feaeing  himfelf  bc^fcre  it  in  a  chair,  preaches  a 
palTion  fermon,  in  Italian.  In  this  manner  Mr.  Maun- 
drell  faw  it  performed. 

About  four  feet  from  the  hole,  in  which  they  fix 
the  foot  of  the  crofs,  is  a  cleft  in  the  rock,  faid  to 
be  mide  by  the  earthquake,  which  rent  the  rocks  at 
the  death  of  Ciirift.  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  na- 
tural breach,  about  a  fpan  wide  at  its  upper  part; 
and  the  fides  of  it  anfwer  each  other,  running  in  fuch 
intricate  windings,  as  feem  above  the  power  of  art  to 
imitate.  The  chafm  is  about  two  fpms  deep,  after 
which  it  clofes ;  but  again  opens  below,  as  may  be 
feen  in  another  chapel  by  the  fide  of  Mount  Calvary, 
where  it  runs  down  to  an  unknown  depth. 

After  this  fermon,  two  friars,  repreli^pting  Jofeph 
of  Arimathea  and  Nicodemus,  go  with  a.  grave  and 
folemn  air  to  the  crofs,  draw  out  the  nails,  and  take 
down  the  pretended  body,  which  is  fo  contrived  that 
the  joints  are  flexible  as  if  it  was  really  flefh  and  bone: 
and  the  ftranger  is  furprifed  to  fee  them  bend  down 
the  arms,  which  were  before  extended,  and  lay  them 
upon  the  body,  which  is  received  in  a  large  windine- 
fheet,  and  carried  down  from  Mount  Calvary,  while 
all  the  company  attend  it  to  the  ftone  of  undion, 
which,  they  fay,  is  the  place  where  Chrift  was 
anointed  and  prepared  for  burial.  Here  they  caft 
over,  the  fiditious  corpfe  fweet  powders  and  fpices, 
and  in  the  mean  while  fing  an  hymn,  after  which  a 
friar  preaches  a  funeral  fermon  in  Arabic.  The  pre- 
tended body  is  then  carried  away,  and  laid  in  the 
fepukhre,  where  it  is  (hut  up  till  Eafter  Monday. 

There 


particularly  of  J  E  R  U  S  A  L  E  M.       125 

There  is  another  ceremony  obferved  in  this  church, 
which  is  too  fingular  to  be  omitted.  This  is  a  pious 
fraud  performed  by  the  Greek  priefts,  who  pretend 
that  upon  every  Eatler-eve  a  miraculous  flame  de- 
fcends  into  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  kindles  all  the 
lamps  and  candles  there.  The  Eafter  of  the  Greek? 
happening  a  week  after  that  of  the  Latins,  when 
Mr.  MaundreJl  was  at  Jerufalem,  he  went  on  the 
evening  before  their  Eafter  Sunday  to  this  church, 
which  he  found  crouded  with  a  diftrafted  mob,  mak- 
ing a  hideous  clamour ;  and  with  difficulty  preffing 
through  them,  got  into  the  gallery  next  the  Latin 
conve^nt,  where  he  had  a  view  of  all  that  paft.  The 
people  rap  with  all  their  might  round  the  holy  fepul- 
chre, cfying,  *'  Huia,  huia  -,"  "  this  is  he,  this  is 
he."  And  having  at  length,  by  their  running  round 
and  their  vociferation,  almoft  turned  their  brains, 
they  a6led  the  moft  antic  tricks  imaginable;  fon:> 
times  dragging  one  another  along  the  floor,  and  car- 
rying others  upon  their  flioulders  round  the  fepulchre : 
fomeiimes  they  carried  men  with  their  heels  upward, 
with  great  indecency ;  and  fometimes  they  tumbled 
round  the  fepulchre,  like  tumblers  on  a  ftage  -,  and, 
in  Ihort,  nothing  can  be  more  rude  and  excravaganc 
tiian  their  behaviour  upon  this  occafion.  This  tran- 
tic  tumult  lafted  from  twelve  to  four  in  the  afternoon  j 
and  then  the  Greeks  fet  out  on  a  procefTion  round 
the  fepulchre,  followed  by  the  Armenians,  encom- 
pafling  it  three  times,  dreflTed  in  their  embroidered 
habits,  and  carrying  crucifixes,  fliandards,  and  fl:ream- 
ers.  Toward  the  end  of  the  procelTion,  a  pigeon 
came  fluttering  into  the  cupola  over  the  fepulchre,  at 
which  the  people  redoubled  their  fliouts  and  clamour. 
The  Latins  obferved  to  the  Englilh  gentleman,  thitt 
this  bird  was  let  fly  by"*the  Greeks  to  deceive  the  peo- 
ple into  the  belief  that  this  was  a  vifiblc  defcent  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl:.  After  the  procefTion,  the  fuflVagan 
of  the  Greek  patriarch,  and  the  principal  Armenian 
bilhop,  approached  the  door  of  the  Icf  ulchre,  cue 
5  the 


the  firing  with  which  it  was  faftehed,  and  breaking  the 
;feal,  entered  in,  (hutting  the  door  after  them,  all  the 
tandles  and  lamps  withm  having  been  before  extin- 
guilhed  in  the  prcfence  of  the  Turks.  As  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  the  miracle  drew  nearer*  the  iexclamations 
were  redoubled  i  and  the  people  prefled  with  fuch 
violence  toward  the  door»  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  janizaries,  who  ftood  to  guard  it,  to 
Keep  them  off  with  the  fevered:  blows.  This  croud- 
ing  was  occafioned  by  their  defire  to  light  their  can- 
dles at  the  holy  flame,  as  foon  as  it  was  brought  out 
of  the  fepulchre. 

The  two  biftiops  had  hot  been  above  i  mi'nlite  in 
the  fepulchre,  before  a  glimmering  of  the  holy  fire 
was  fcen  through  fome  chinks  of  the  door ;  at  which 
the  mob  behaved  with  the  moll  extravagant  kind  of  | 
phrenzy.  Soon  after  the  two  bifliops  came  out  with 
blazing  torches  in  their  hands,  which  they  held  up  I 
at  the  door,  while  the  people  thronged  about  them 
to  light  their  tapers  at  the  divine  flame,  though  the 
Turks  erideavoured  to  keep  them  off  with  their  clubs, 
and  laid  on  without  mercy.  Thofe  who  got  the  fire 
inftantly  applied  it  to  their  faces  and  bofoms,  pre- 
tending that  it  would  not  burn  like  an  earthly  flame; 
but  none  of  them  would  try  the  experiment  long 
enough  to  make  good  this  prctenfion.  However, 
fuch*numbers  of  tapers  were  prefently  lighted,  that| 
the  whole  church  feemed  in  a  blaze;  and  this  illumi- 
nation concluded  the  ceremony. 

The  zealous  among  thefe  bigots  fmear  pieces  ofl 
linen  with  the  melted  wax  which  drops  frorh  thefe  ta- 
pers, and  ky  them  up  for  winding-lheets  for  them- 
ielves  and  their  friends ;  imagining,  fays  the  ♦•everendl 
Mr.  Maundrell,  that  nothing  can  be  a  greater  fecu- 
rity  againft  their  fufferihg  by  the  flames  of  hell. 

The  Latins  take  great  pains  to  expofe  this  ceremo-l 
^y,  as^  (hameful  impofltiort  and  fcandal  to  the  Chrif- 
tian   religion.     Mr.  Thevenot  obfervcs,  a  flint  and 
ftecl  would  foon  produce  fire,  were  there  none  in  thel 
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fcpulchre  before ;  and,  according  to  him,  the  Turks 
have  difcovered  the  cheat,  and  would  have  puhilhed 
them  for  it ;  but  the  patriarch  reprefented,  he  could 
not  pay  them  the  money  required  of  him,  if  they 
took  from  him  the  profit  of  the  holy  fire :  they  are 
therefore  fufFered  to  continue  the  juggle,  and  thef 
priefts  have  a^cd  the  cheat  fo  long,  that  they  arc 
now  in  a  manner  compelled  to  ftand  to  it,  for  fear  of 
endangering  the  apoftacy  of  the  people. 

The  Armenians  have  a  fpacious  convent  on  a  piea- 
fant  fpot  of  ground,  which,  with  the  gardens,  covers  all 
that  part  of  Mount  Sion  which  is  at  prefent  within  the 
city  walls  ;  and  they  aflfert,  that  their  church  is  built 
over  the  place  where  St^  James,  the  brother  of  John^ 
was  beheaded. 

The  Armenians  have  a  chapel  in  the  convent  where 
they  fay  the  houfe  of  Annas  ftood  •,  and  on  the  irtfidd 
they  fhow  a  hole  in  the  wall,  to  point  out  the  place 
where  one  of  the  officers  of  the  high  prieft  fmote  oui* 
Saviour,  'n  the  court  before  the  chapel  is  an  olive- 
tree,  to  ^  I  they  pretend  that  Chrift  w:is  chained 
by  order  oi  Annas,  to  prevent  his  eicape.  They 
have  alfo  another  fmall  chapel  on  the  fpoc  where  the 
houfe  of  Caiaphas  ftood;  and  under  the  altar,  they 
pretend,  is  the  ftone  that  lay  at  the  dojr  of  our  Sa- 
viour's fcpulchre,  which  they  fay  the  Armenians  ftole 
from  the  church  of  the  fepulchre,  and  brought  thi- 
ther; though  it  is  two  yards  and  a  quarter  long,  one 
yard  broad,  and  a  yard  thick.  It  is  pliiilcred  over-, 
only  about  five  or  ivA.  places  are  left  bare  to  receive 
the  kifles  of  the  pilgrims.  In  this  chapel  i>  alio  Ihewa 
a  fniall  cell,  faid  to  be  our  Lord's  prifun,  till  the 
morning  when  he  wa-.  carried  before  Pilite. 

Juft  without  Sion-^ate.  is  the  church  of  the  Casna- 
culum,  where,  they  fay,  Chriil  iiiftitutcd  his  lall 
fupper ;  but  this  being  converted  into  a  mofque,  the 
Chriftians  are  not  pennittcd  to  er.t;T  it.  Near  it  arc 
the  ruins  of  a  houfe  in  which  tiie  Virgin  ir,  Uippofe.d 
lohiive  died;  and  at  Ibme  dill.iiice  i'lvin  it  is  a  place 
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where,  they  fay,  a  Jew  arrefted  her  body,  as  they 
were  conveying  it  to  the  grave:  but  the  hand  with 
which  he  feized  the  bier  withered. 

At  the  bottom  of  Mount  Sion,  without  the  city, 
is  fhcwn  Bathfheba's  pool,  where  (he  was  waihing 
herfelf  when  David  faw  her  from  the  terrace  of  his 
palace.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  thence  is  the  Pot- 
ters-Field, afterward  called  1  he  Field  of  Blood,  but 
now  named  Campo  San<5to :  this  piece  of  ground  is 
only  about  thirty  yards  long  and  fifteen  broad,  one- 
half  of  which  is  taken  up  by  a  fquare  building,  ereftcd 
for  a  charnel- houfe.  It  is  twelve  yards  high,  and 
bodies  are  let  down  into  it  from  the  top,  where  five 
holes  are  left  open  for  that  purpofe,  through  which 
they  may  be  {een  under  different  degrees  of  putrefac- 
tion. A  little  below  the  Campo  Sando  is  a  cave, 
confiding  of  feveral  rooms,  one  within  another,  where 
the  difciples  are  faid  to  have  hid  themfelves  when  they 
forfook  their  Mafter. 

On  Mount  Olivet  they  (hew  feveral  caves  cut  with 
intricate  windings,  called  The  Sepulchres  of  the  Pro- 
phets ;  and  twelve  arched  vaults,  where  it  is  pretend- 
ed the  apoftles  compiled  their  creed  :  and  at  the  top 
of  the  mount  they  (hew  the  place  of  our  Saviour's 
afcenfion,  where  there  was  antiently  a  large  church,  but 
all  that  remains  of  it  is  an  octagonal  cupola  about  eight 
yards  in  diameter,  which  is  faid  to  be  ov6r  the  place 
where  Our  Lord  fet  his  laft  footfteps  on  earth  •,  and 
vpon  a  hard  ftone  under  the  cupola  is  (hewn  the  print 
ot  one  of  his  feet.  This  Chapel  of  the  Afcenfion 
is  in  the  cullody  of  the  Turks,  who  ufe  it  for  a 
mofque. 

On  another  fide  of  the  mountain,  they  (hew  the 
place  where  Chrift  beheld  the  city  and  wept  over  it; 
and  near  the  bottom  is  a  great  ftone,  upon  which  the 
blefi^ed  Virgin  dropt  her  girdle  after  her  a(rumption, 
in  order  tor  convince  St.  Thomas  •,  and  there  is  ftill  to 
be  fecn  a  fmall  winding  channel  upon  the  ftone,  which 
they  fiy  is  the  imprcifion  of  the  girdle  when  it  fell, 
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A  little  lower  is  (hewn  Gethfemane,  an  even  piece  of 
ground  between  the  foot  of  Mount  Olivet  and  the 
brook  Cedron.  It  does  not  exceed  fifty-feven  yards 
fquare,  but  it  is  well  planted  with  olive-trees,  which 
the  people  are  fo  credulous  as  to  believe  are  the  fame 
which  grew  there  in  our  Saviour's  time  •,  and  the 
olives,  Itones,  and  oil  produced  from  them,  are  pur* 
chafed  at  a  high  price  by  the  Spaniards :  and  yet  Jo- 
fephus  obferves,  that  Titus  cut  down  all  the  trees 
witliin  a  hundred  furlongs  of  Jerufalem. 

At  the  upper  part  of  this  garden  is  a  flat  ledge  of 
naked  rocks,  faid  to  be  the  place  on  which  Peter, 
James,  and  John  fell  afleep  during  our  Saviour's  agony; 
and  by  it  is  a  cave,  in  which,  it  is  faid,  he  underwent 
that  bitter  part  of  his  paflion.  Near  it  is  a  narrow 
piece  of  ground,  twelve  yards  long  and  one  broad, 
faid  to  be  the  path  on  which  Judas  walked  up  to 
Chrift,  and  faying,  "  Hail  mafter,"  kiffed  him.  This 
narrow  path  is  dillinguifhed  by  a  wall  on  each  fide,  as 
a  terra  damnata,  which  was  done  by  the  Turks,  who, 
as  well  as  the  Chriftians,  deteft  the  ground  on  which 
that  infamous  piece  of  treachery  was  afted.  They 
alfo  fliew  the  place  where  the  palace  of  Pilate  {lood ; 
but  upon  this  fpot  is  now  an  ordinary  Turkifli  houfe, 
from  the  terrace  of  which  people  have  a  full  view  of 
the  fpot  on  which  the  temple  ftood  i  and,  it  is  faid, 
that  a  fitter  place  for  an  auguft  building  could  not  be 
found  on  the  whole  earth :  but  no  Chriftian  is  per- 
mitted to  enter  within  the  borders  of  that  ground. 
In  the  middle  of  the  area  (lands  a  mofque  of  an  ofta- 
gonal  figure,  faid  to  be  erefted  on  the  fpot  where  for- 
merly itood  the  Holy  of  Holies.  In  the  above  pre- 
tended houfe  of  Pihte,  they  (hew  the  room  where 
Chrift  was  mocked  with  enfigns  of  royalty,  and  buf- 
feted by  the  foldiers.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  ftreet 
is  a  room,  which  belongs  to  a  weaver's  (hop,  where 
it  is  faid  our  Saviour  was  fcourged.  In  what  is  called 
the  Dolorous  Way,  they  fhev;  the  place  where  Pilate 
brought  out  our  Lord  to  the  people,  laying,  **  Be- 
hold the  man  f  where  Chrift  fainted  twice  under  the 
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crofs;  where  the  Virgin  Mary  fwooncd  at  this 
tragical  fight  -,  where  St.  Veronica  prefented  him  a 
handkerchief  to  wipe  his  bleeding  brows  •,  and  where 
the  foldiers  compelled  Simon  to  bear  his  crofs.  They 
fhew  many  other  places  in  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and 
its  neighbourhood,  diftinguifhed  by  fome  aftion  of 
our  Saviour  or  his  apoftles  j  fo  that  there  is  not  the 
Jeaft  circumftance  relating  to  his  behaviour,  either 
recorded  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  or  believed  as  tradi- 
tions, but  they  can  point  out  the  very  fpot  where  it 
was  performed,  with  much  greater  exadlnefs  than 
thofe  who  lived  when  the  events  were  performed. 
We  ftiall  now  lead  our  readers  to  a  few  of  thofe  places 
at  a  diftance  from  Jerufalem,  celebrated  on  account 
of  the  events  performed  there. 

We  (hall  begin  with  Bethlehem,  which  is  famous 
;  for  being  the  birth-place  of  our  Saviour.  It  is  feated 
.  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Jerufalem,  on  the  ridge  of 
a  hill,  in  31*^  30'  north  latitude ;  but  at  prefent  it  is 
only  an  inconfiderable  place,  though  much  vifited  by 
the  pilgrims.  It  has,  however,  a  church  erefted  by 
Helena,  which  is  yet  entire,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
crofs.  The  roof  is  of  cedar,  fupported  by  four  rows 
of  columns,  made  of  an  entire  block  of  white  mar- 
ble, in  many  places  beautifully  fpeckled.  Under 
the  church,  in  a  cave  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  is  the 
chapel  of  the  nativity,  in  which  they  pretend  to  (hew 
the  manger  in  which  Chrift  was  laid,  alfo  cut  out  of 
the  rock,  and  now  encrufted  with  marble.  An  altar, 
with  the  reprefentation  of  the  nativity  is  eredted  here, 
and  lamps  kept  burning  before  it.  Here  is  alfo  the 
chapel  of  St.  Jofeph  the  fuppofed  father  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  the  Holy  Innocents.  The  place  is  chiefly  in- 
habited by  a  few  poor  Greeks. 

rhc  wildcrnefs  of  St.  John,  though  very  rocky,  isl 
well  cultivated,  and  produces  plenty  of  corn,  vines, 
and  olive-trees.     In  this  wildernefs  they  (hew  a  cave | 
and  fountain,  where  they  fay  the  Baptiit  ufed  to  exer- 
cifc  his  aufterities.     Between  this  wildernefs  and  Jc* 
rufalem  is  the  convent  of  St.  John,  which  is  a  large] 
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fquare,  and  neat  modern  ftrudlure  ;  and  its  church  is 
particularly  beautiful.  '         ' 

Nearer  to  Jerufalem  is  a  neat  convent  of  the  Greeks, 
that  takes  its  name  from  the  holy  crofs.  It  Hands  in 
a  delightful  fituation  •,  but  what  is  mofl:  extraordi- 
nary, is  the  reafon  they  here  give  for  its  name  and 
foundation :  for  they  ridiculoufly  pretend,  that  here 
is  the  earth  which  nourilhed  the  root  that  bore  the 
tree  of  which  the  crofs  was  made.  Under  the  high 
altar  they  (hew  a  hole  in  the  ground,  wliere  the  Itump 
of  the  tree  ftood,  and  many  pilgrims  are  fo  blindly 
fuperftitious  as  to  fall  down  and  worfhip  it. 

Nazareth  is  now  a  fmall  village,  lituated  in  a  kind 
of  valley  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  in  32**  30'  north 
latitude.  The  church  of  Nazareth  is  partly  formed 
by  a  cave,  where  it  is  faid  tH  Virgin  Mary  received 
the  melTage  from  the  angel,  "  Hail,  thou  that  arc 
highly  favoured,  &c."  This  ftrufture  is  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs,  and  is  fourteen  paces  long  and  fix  over, 
running  diredtly  into  the  cave,  having  no  other  arch 
over  it  but  that  of  the  natural  rock.  The  tranfvcrfe 
part,  which  is  erefted  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  cave, 
is  nine  paces  long  and  four  broad  -,  and  where  thefe 
join  are  two  granite  pillars,  one  fuppofed  to  (tand 
where  the  angel,  and  the  other  where  the  virgin  ftood, 
at  the  time  of  the  annunciation.  The  pillar  of  the 
virgin  has  been  broken,  and  eighteen  inches  in  length 
taken  away  between  the  pillar  and  its  pedeftal,  and 
yet  it  touches  the  roof,  to  which  it  probably  hangs, 
though  the  friars  maintain  that  it  is  fupported  by  a 
miracle.  In  this  village  they  (hew  the  houfe  of  St. 
Jofeph,  where  Chrift  lived  near  thirty  years  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  his  fuppofed  father.  Near  it  they  point  out 
the  place  where  ftood  the  fynagogue,  in  which  Jefus 
preached  the  fermon  by  which  his  countrymen  were 
fo  exafperated.  At  each  of  thefe  laft  places  are  the 
ruins  of  a  handfome  church,  erected  by  Helena. 

The  next  place  we  (hall  mention  is  Mount  Tabor, 
a  high,  round,  and  beautiful  mountain,  near  Jerufa- 
lem, thought  to  be  that  on  which  our  Saviour  was 
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transfigured.  People  are  near  an  hour  in  afccnding 
to  the  top,  where  they  find  a  moft  fruitful  and  deli- 
cious plain,  of  an  oval  form,  about  two  furlongs  in 
length,  and  one  in  breadth.  It  is  every  where  en- 
compafied  with  trees,  except  toward  the  Touch,  and 
was  antiently  encompafied  with  walls,  trenches,  and 
other  fortifications ;  many  remains  of  which  are  ftill 
vifible.  In  feveral  places  are  cillerns  of  good  water, 
and  near  the  plain  are  three  caves,  formed  to  repre- 
fent  the  tabernacles  Peter  propofed  to  ercdt  j  when, 
beholding  the  glory  of  the  transfiguration,  he  cried 
out,  *'  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here,  let  us  make 
three  tabernacles,  &c."  The  top  of  this  mountain 
affords  a  moft  delightful  profpeft.  The  north-weft  j 
affords  a  view  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  all  round 
are  the  fine  plains  of  Galilee  and  Eldraelon.  To  the  i 
eaftward  is  Mount  Hermon,  and  at  the  foot  is  feated 
Nain,  famous  for  our  Lord's  reftoring  the  widow's 
fon  to  life.  Due  eaft  is  the  fea,  or  rather  lake  of 
Tiberias;  and  clofe  to  it  a  Heep  mountain,  down 
which  the  fwine  ran  and  perilhed  in  the  water.  To- 
ward the  north  is  what  they  call  the  Mount  of  the 
Beatitudes-,  a  fmall  rifing  from  which  Chrift  delivered| 
his  fcrmon  -,  and  near  this  little  hill  is  the  city  of  Sa- 
,phet,  {landing  up€»p  a  high  mountain,  which,  beingl 
then  in  view,  oui  Saviour,  may  Sefuppofed  to  alludel 
to  it  when  he  <kys,  •*  A  Stty  fet  on  a  hill  cannot  bel 
hid;"  and  to  the  fouthward  is  a  view  of  the  mouo-f 
tains  of  Gilboa,  fatal  to  $aul. 

Mr.  Maundrell  obferves,  as  fomewhat  extraordil 
nary,  that  almoft  every  thing  reprefented  to  be  don(| 
in  the  Gofpel  is  (aid  by  the  people  who  (hewtkl 
places  to  be  jdone  in  caves,  even  where  the  circuml 
llanccsof  the  aftions  themfelves  feem.to  require  difj 
ferent  places :  thus  thofe  of  the  birth  of  the  Virgiif 
Mary,  of  the  annunciation,  of  Mary's  lalutation 
Elizabeth,  of  the  nativity  of  Chrift  and  John  tb 
Baptift,  of  the  transfiguration,  and  of  St.  Fetter's  rej 
pentance,  are  reprefented  as  being  done  under  grouni 
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RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

THROUGH 

EGYPT: 

With  occafional  Extrafts  from  Mr.  N  O  R  D  E  N. 

'T^O  the  travels  of  Dr.  Pococke  we  lliall  unite  the 
•■•  obfervations  of  the  ingenious  Mr.  Frederick 
Lewis  Norden,  captain  of  the  Danifli  navy  ;  as  both 
of  them  travelled  up  the  Nile  at  the  fame  time.  The 
former  gentleman  is  diftinguilhed  by  his  great  learn- 
ing, modefty  and  candour ;  and,  having  the  happi- 
nels  to  be  better  furnilhed  with  recommendations  to 
the  great  men  of  the  countries  through  which  he 
palTcd,  met  with  fewer  difficulties,  and  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  examining  more  ftriclly,  feveral  places,  to 
which  the  other  was  denied  accefs.  But  the  Dod:or 
was  little  acquainted  with  the  art  of  drawing,  and 
the  rules  of  perfpedive  j  while  Mr.  Norden  was  a 
perfed  mailer  or  thefe  arts.  This  gentleman  had 
improved  his  talle  by  travelling  into  Italy,  and  his 
talents  g.^ined  him  the  diftindion  of  being  made  an 
aflbciate  to  the  Academy  of  Drawing  at  Florence. 
Though  not  well  acquainted  with  the  eaftern  lan- 
guages, he  was  a  man  of  fuch  learning  and  abilities, 
that  the  late  king  of  Denmark  fent  him  into  Egypt 
to  take  drawings;  on  the  fpot,  of  the  moft  remarkable 
objects ;  and  in  his  work  he  is  univerfally  allowed  to 
have  excelled  every  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  been 
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hitherto  publiflied.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  thdc 
two  gentlemen,  both  of  fuch  diftinguiflied  merit, 
did  not  travel  in  company.  Had  Mr.  Norden  known 
of  Dr.  Pococke's  being  engaged  in  the  fame  piirfuit, 
he  would  doubtlefs  have  waited  for  him  at  Cairo. 
Their  travels  might  then  have  been  attended  with 
more  fuccefs ;  and  from  their  joint  obfervations  they 
might  have  compofed  a  work  that  would  have  been 
more  compleat  in  every  refpeifl.  To  repair  this  mis- 
fortune as  much  as  poffible,  we  have  united  the  nioft 
curious  obfervations  of  each  ;  following  the  narration 
of  our  learned  countryman,  and  inferting  Mr.  Nor- 
den's  remarks  in  crotchets. 

Having  explained  our  intended  method,  we  fhall 
juft  premife  a  few  words  defcribing  the  fituation  of 
Egypt. 

According  to  the  poets,  Egypt  derived  its  name 
from  Egyptus,  the  brother  of  Danaus,  once  fovereignof 
the  country.  By  the  Hebrews  and  Arabs  it  is  called 
Mifraim.  It  has  alfo  been  known  by  the  name  of 
Coptus,  the  capital  of  Upper  Egypt ;  and  by  the 
Turks  it  is  called  El-kebit,  or  the  overflowed  country. 

Egypt  being  fituated  on  the  north-eaft  part  of 
Africa,  is  bounded  on  the'  north  by  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  ifthmus  of  Suez  and  the 
Red  Sea,  which  divide  it  from  Afia ;  on  the  fouth 
by  Nubia  •,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  defart  of  Barca  and 
the  unknown  parts  of  Africa.  It  is  feated  between 
20"  and  32®'  north  latitude,  and  between  30°  and 
36°  taft  longitude  from  London  i  and  is  therefore 
about  550  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
1 25  in  breadth  where  broadeft. 

Egypt  is  generally  divided  into  Lower,  Middle, 
and  Upper  tgypt.  The  greateft  part  of  Lower 
Egypt  is  contained  in  a  triangular  ifland  formed  by 
the  Mediterranean  fea  and  the  two  great  branches  of 
the  Nile,  which  dividing  itfelf  five  or  fix  miles  below 
Old  Cairo,  one  part  of  it  flows  to  the  north-eaft  and 
falls  into  the  fea  at  Damietta,  the  antient  Pelufium ; 

and 
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and  the  other  branch,  which  runs  toward  the  nonh-weft, 
falls  into  the  fea  at  Rofetto. 

We  embarked  at  Leghorn,  fays  Dr.  Pococke,  on 
ihe  7th  of  September,  1737,  and  on  the  29th  of  the 
fame  month  arrived  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  being 
only  a  week  in  our  voyage,  from  the  time  when  we 
loft  fight  of  Sicily. 

For  many  ages  Egypt  was  governed  by  its  own 
kings,  till  it  was  conquered  by  the  Perfians  under 
Cambyfes.  At  length  Alexander,  with  the  conqucll 
of  Perfia,  obtained  the  poffeflion  of  this  country, 
and  made  Ptolemy  his  general,  king  of  Egypt ; 
under  whofe  defcendants  it  remained,  till  it  became 
a  Roman  province.  On  the  divifion  of  the  empire^ 
Egypt  belonged  to  the  eaftern  emperors;  but  foon 
after  the  eftabliihment  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  it 
was  taken  from  them  by  the  Saracens,  and  was  go- 
verned by  different  families,  till  in  1270  the  IMama- 
luke  government  took  place,  under  which  conftitu- 
tion  a  Ilave  was  always  advanced  to  the  throne,  and 
nofon  could  fucceed  to  his  father's  crown  :  but  this 
government  was  lupprefTed  by  fultan  Selim,  and  it 
Itill  remains  in  the  Ottoman  family. 

On  the  return  of  Alexander  from  confulting  the 
oracle  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  he  was  fo  pleafed  with  the 
fituation  of  Rhacotis,  that  he  ordered  a  city  to  be 
built  there,  which  from  him  was  called  Alexandria. 
This  new  city  became  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  a 
territory  was  annexed  to  it,  and  it  was  made  a  diitindt 
province  of  itfelf.  The  Arabian  hiftorians  fay,  that 
when  the  city  was  taken  by  the  Saracens,  it  contained 
4000  palaces,  as  many  baths,  400  Iquares,  and 
40,000  Jews  who  paid  tribute. 

The  ports  of  Alexandria  were  formed  by  the  ifle  of 
Pharos,  which  extended  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  biy, 
and  toward  the  weft-end  was  joined  to  the  coiitincr.t 
by  a  caufeway  and  two  bridges  90  paces  long.  On 
a  rock,  encompaflev  by  the  fea  at  the  eaft-end  of  the 
ifland,  was  the  famous  Pharos,  or  light-houfc,  v/hicli 
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feetns  to  be  the  fpot  on  y^hich  one  of  the  two  caftlcs 
is  built,  at  the  entrance  of  the  new  port&  and  the 
pillars  feen  in  a  calm  fea  within  this  entranpe,  may  be 
the  remains  of  that  fupcife  ftrudure.  J  j^w  thcfe  pil- 
lars when  I  went  out  in  ji  boat  in,  a  calm  d^y,  and 
could  perceive  the  bottdm  -,  but  my  niaking  fuch 
nice  obfcrrvations  fo  near  the  caftle  was  niiKJi  taken 
notice  of,  and  I  was  tol4  that  feveral  foldifu^,  who 
were  that  day  on  guard  in  the  cattle,  were  punilhed 
for  fuffering  me  to  examine  the  port  with  fuch 
exaftnefs. 

[Noihing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  to  view  from 
hence  the  mixture  of  •  antique  and  modem  monu- 
ments, which  every  where  offer  themfelves  to  view. 
Upon  paffing  the  fmalieft  cattle,  called  the  Litde 
Phariilon,  you  perceive  a  row  of  great  towers  joined 
to  each  other  by  tjie  ruins  of  a  thick  wall,  A  fingle 
obelifk  has  fufficient  height  to  make  itfelf  r|inarkcd, 
where  the  wall  is  fallen  down.  If  you  turfryourfelf 
a  little  farther,  you  perceive  that  the  towars  appear 
qgain,  but  only  in  a  dif^t>icw..  The  new  Alexan- 
dria afterward  makes  a  figur,e  wjth  its  minarets;  and 
at  a  dittance  beyond  this  j9<|^jUn%  r;fcs  the  colunin  of 
Pompey,  a  moft  majeftic  mdnumjent*  You  likewifc 
difcover  hills  that  dppei^  t<;)^|i^j|4)^jf^ej^  and  fome 
other  towers.  At  length  the  view  is  (^^IIIMl^cd  by  a 
great  fquare  building,  tlMiJ:ife|r^,fpr  a' Ie|f4«ine  of 

powder.]  '.•  '.  ''^'^■■^^■i^^M^'-'''- 

The  outer  walls  rounH  the  old  cityflua^pSaitifally 
built  of  hewn  ftonc,  and  lecni  to  be  ai||H|t^  ^,  ■  They 
are  defended  by  lemi-circular  tovvcrs».''^fc^jtj|i  dia- 
meter, and  about  130  feet  afunder:  at  each  <3if  them 
ac  fteps  to  afcend  up  to  the  battlemems,,  diere  feing 
a  vv'alk  round  on  the  top  of  th^  walls  built  oti  arches. 
The  inner  walls  of  the  old  dry,  which  feeqi  eredeJ 
in  the  rrddvile  agc^:,  are  much  fcronger  ajra  higher 
than  the  o::.ers. 

The  paUice,  wi'h  the  fuburb>  bcflon«7ipa  to  it,  was 

a  fourth  part  of  ih;-  ciry,  wi  iiin  its  diilrid  was  the 
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mufeum,  or  academy,  and  the  burial-place  of  the 
kings,  where  was  depofited  the  body  or  Alexander, 
in  a  coffin  of  ^old  j  which  being  taken  away,  it  was 
put  into  one  ot  glafs :  in  this  condition  it  probably 
was  when  Auguftus  took  a  view  of  the  corpfe  of  that 
hero,  and  fcactering  flowers  over  it,  adorned  it  with  a 
golden  crown. 

The  moft  extraordinary  remains  of  Alexandria  arc 
the  ciftems  that  are  built  under  their  houfes,  and  fup- 
ported  by  two  or  three  arches  or  columns,  for  re- 
ceiving the  water  of  the  Nile  by  a  canal,  as  they  da 
at  this  day.  This  canal  of  Canopus  comes  to  the 
walls  near  Pompey's  pillar,  and  has  a  paflfage  under 
them.  But  the  water  is  not  only  conveyed  to  the  cif- 
terns  from  the  canal  where  it  enters  the  city ;  but  alfo 
before  from  feveral  diftant  parts  of  the  canal,  by  paf- 
fages  under  ground  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  city. 
The  defcent  to  thefe  cifterns  is  by  round  walls,  and 
the  water  is  drawn  up  by  windlafies.  But  the  great 
lake  Mareotis,  which  was  formerly  navigable,  is  now 
generally  dry,  and  ha$  only  water  in  it  after  great 
rains. 

[We  are  informed  by  hiftory,  that  the  califli  or  ca- 
nal was  made  to  facilitate  commerce,  an  i  for  the  con- 
veyance of  goods  from  Cairo  to  Alexandria,  without 
cxpofing  rhein  to  the  dangers  that  attend  the  paflage 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Nile.  The  people  alfo  reaped 
another  advantage  from  it ;  the  city  of  Alexandria 
being  deftitute  of  frelh  water,  was  by  this  means  fup- 
plied.  But  the  decay  of  commerce,  and  the  ruin  of 
the  country,  no  longer  permit  the  inhabitants  to  be 
at  the  expence  of  keeping  it  in  repair.  Hence  at 
prefent  it  r^fembles  a  ditch  ill  kept  up.  and  lias 
Icarccly  water  enough  to  fupply  the  reftrvoirs  of  New 
Alexandria,  When  the  old  city  fubfiiled,  all  the 
ground  it  occupied  was  made  hollow  for  reiervoirs  -, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  are  filled  up,  and  !io  more 
than  half  a  dozen  remains.  All  the  arches  of  tUc'.i: 
refcrvoirs  are  made  of  brick,  and  cowred  with  the 

l<irue 
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fame  matter,  im^^enetrablc  by  water ;  with  which  the 
walls  and  rcfervoirs  are  covered  that  one  fees  at  Baise 
and  at  Rome,  in  the  baths  of  feveral  emperors.] 

The  materials  of  the  old  city  have  been  carried 
away  to  build  the  new ;  fo  that  there  are  only  a  few 
houfes  at  the'  Rofetto  and  Bagnio  Gates,  fome 
mofque  and  three  convents  within  the  old  walls. 
Ail  over  the  city  are  feen  fragments  of  columns  of 
beautiful  marble,  the  remains  of  its  antient  grandeur 
and  magnificence.  Among  the  reft  is  an  obeliflc  63 
feet  high,  of  one  fingle  piece  of  granite :  but  two 
of  its  tour  faces  are  fo  disfigured  by  time,  that  you 
can  fcarcely  fee  in  them  the  hieroglyphics,  with  which 
they  were  amiently  coverec].  This  is  Hill  called  the 
fObeiifl^  of  Cleopacnu     Near  it  lies  another,  broken. 

The  lofty  Corinthian  column,  called  Pompey*s  Pil- 
lar, is  fituated  on  a  fmall  eminence,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  walls;  and  as  Strabo 
.  makes  no  mention  of  it,  it  was  probably  erefled  after 
-his  time,  perhaps  in  honour  of  Titus  or  Adrian. 
Near  it  are  fome  fragments  of  pillars  of  granite  mar- 
ble -,  and  it  plainly  appears  that  fome  magnificent 
building  has  been  eredcd  there,  and  that  this  noble 
pillar  was  placed  in  the  area  before  it.  Some  Ara- 
bian hirtorians  fay,  that  here  was  the  palace  of  Julius 
Casfar.  This  pillar  is  of  granite,  and,  befide  the 
foundation,  confifts  of  only  three  ftones  ;  the  capital 
is  judged  to  be  eight  or  nine  feet  deep,  and  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  the  leaf  feeming  to  be  the  plain 
laurel  or  bay  leaf.  A  hole  having  been  found  on  the 
top,  it  has  been  thought  that  a  ftatue  was  ereded 
upon  it.  The  ftiaft,  taking  in  the  upper  torus  of  the 
bafe,  is  of  one  piece  of  granite  marble,  88  feet  9 
inches  high,  and  9  feet  in  diameter.  The  pedefta), 
witli  part  of  the  bafe,  [which  are  of  a  greyifli  (lone 
rt'lembling  flint]  are  12  feet  and  a  half  high;  and 
the  foundation,  which  confifts  of  two  tier  of  ftones, 
is  ^  feet  9  inches  :  fo  that  I  found  the  whole  height  to 
be  114  leet. 

.To 


TRAVELS  through  EGY  PT.      139 

To  the  weft,  beyond  the  canal  of  Canopus,  arc 
fomc  catacombs,  which  confift  of  feveral  apartments 
cut  in  the  rock  on  each  fide  of  an  open  gallery  :  on 
both  fides  of  thefe  apartments  are  three  ftories  of 
holes,  big  enough  to  depofit  the  bodies  in. 

[The  borders  of  the  great  canal  are  covered  with 
different  forts  of  trees,  and  peopled  by  flying  camps 
of  Bedouins,  or  wandering  Arabs-,  who  there  feed 
their  flocks,  by  which  they  maintain  themfelves ;  but 
in  other  refpedls  live  in  great  poverty.] 

About  four  leagues  from  Alexandria,  is  Aboukir, 
called  by  Europeans  Bikiere.  This  town  is  fituated 
on  the  weft-fide  of  a  wide  bay,  a  chain  of  rocks  ex- 
tending from  it  to  a  fmall  ifland  about  half  a  mile 
long,  and  a  furlong  in  breadth.  In  this  ifland  are 
the  remains  of  fome  fubterranean  pafiages,  and  of  a 
piece  of  a  ftatuc  we  conje6tured  to  be  a  fphynx. 
About  two  miles  nearer  Alexandria  are  the  ruins  of 
an  antient  temple  in  the  water,  with  broken  ftatues 
of  Iphynxes,  and  pieces  of  columns  of  yellow  marble 
and  granite. 

[Nearer  the  city  are  feen  on  the  fliore  cavities  in  the 
rocks,  ufed  as  agreeable  retreats  j  where  the  people 
enjoyed  the  cool  air,  and,  without  being  fecn,  but 
when  they  chofe  it,  faw  every  thing  that  palled  in 
the  port.  Some  jutting  rocks  furniflied  a  delightful 
fituation,  and  the  natural  grottos  in  thofe  rocks  gave 
the  opportunity  of  forming  there,  by  the  afllftance 
of  the  chiflel,  real  places  of  pleafure. 

Oppofite  the  point  of  the  peninfula  that  forms  the 
port,  is  a  cavern,  which  is  commonly  termed  a  tem- 
ple. The  only  entrance  is  a  little  opening,  through 
which  you  pafs  lighted  by  flambeaux,  ftooping  tor , 
20  paces,  when  you  enter  a  tolerably  large  fquare  hall. 
The  top  of  the  cieling  is  fmooth,  but  the  bottom 
and  fides  are  covered  with  fand,  and  the  excrements 
of  bats  and  other  animals  that  harbour  there.  From 
hence  you  pafs  through  another  alley  into  a  round 
cavern,  the  top  of  which  is  cut  in  the  form  of  an 

V  arch. 
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arch.  It  has  four  gates  oppofite  to  each  other,  each 
adorned  with  an  architrave,  a  cornice  and  a  pedi- 
ment, with  a  crefcent  on  the  top.  One  of  thefe  gates 
fcrves  for  an  entrance ;  the  others  form  each  a  niche, 
that  only  contains  a  kind  of  cheft,  faved  out  of  t!ie 
rock  in  hollowing  it,  and  large  enough  to  contain  a 
dead  body.  Thus  it  appears,  that  what  is  in  that 
country  cftecmed  a  temple,  muft  have  been  the  tomb 
of  lome  great  man  or  Ibvcreign  prince.  A  gallery, 
which  continues  beyond  this  pretended  temple,  fccms 
to  (hew  that  farther  on  there  are  other  ftrudurcs  of 
the  fume  nature. 

[As  to  the  new  city  of  Alexandria,  it  may  be  juftly 
faid  to  be  a  poor  orphan,  who  had  no  other  inheri- 
tance but  the  venerable  name  of  its  father.  The  pro- 
digious extent  of  the  antient  city,  is  in  the  new  con- 
tradbed  to  a  fmall  neck  of  land,  which  divides  the 
two  ports.  The  moft  fuperb  temples  are  converted 
into  plain  mof(]ues  -,  the  moft  magnificent  palaces 
into  houfes  of  bad  ftru6ture  •,  and  opulent  and  numer- 
ous people  have  given  way  to  a  few  foreign  traders, 
and  to  a  multitude  of  wretches,  who  are  the  flaves 
of  thofe  on  whom  they  depend.]  Yet  notwithftand- 
ing  the  meannc'fs  of  the  buildings  in  general,  in  fevc' 
ral  houfes  built  round  courts  on  porticos,  they  have 
placed  a  great  variety  of  columns  moft  of  granite, 
that  were  once  the  ornaments  of  the  antient  city. 

On  the  24th  of  Odobcr,  we  fet  out  from  Alexan- 
dria, in  order  to  proceed  to  Rofetto.  In  this  journey 
1  had  the  honour  to  accompany  the  Englifh  conful. 
We  came  to  ferry  over  the  outlet  of  a  lake,  that  is 
fuppofed  ro  have  been  the  lower  part  of  the  Canopic 
branch  of  the  Nile.  On  the  other  fide  is  a  kane, 
v^here  paffengers  repofe,  and  think  themfelves  fafc 
from  the  attempts  of  the  Arabs,  who  r?.rely  go  to 
that  fide.  AH  the  country  is  a  fandy  defart,  where 
the  fand  changes  lb  often,  that  it  would  be  difficult  ro 
find  the  way,  were  it  nor  for  1 1  pillars  ercded  acrofs 
the  plain,  at  about  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  from 
1  each 
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each  other.  At  one  of  thefe  pillars  an  arch  is 
turned,  and  an  earthen  vafe  placed  under  it,  which, 
by  feme  charity,  is  kept  full  of  Nile  water  for  the 
benefit  of  travellers. 

The  conful  was  met  by  his  vice-conful  of  Rofetto, 
and  by  many  of  the  French,  about  a  league  from 
that  town.  On  our  coming  to  fome  fandy  hills,  I 
was  furprifed  at  feeing  a  magnificent  tent,  where  a 
handfome  collation  was  prepared.  After  this  repaft, 
we  all  mounted  on  fine  horfes  lent  by  the  governor  of 
the  city,  and  each  was  attended  by  a  groom  on  foot, 
in  which  manner  we  continued  our  journey  to  Ro- 
fetto. The  next  morning  the  governor  fent  a  prc- 
fcnt  of  ftieep  and  fowls  to  the  conful,  which  was 
probably  returned   by  a  prefcnt  of  much  greater 

value. 

Rofetto,  called  by  the  Egyptians  Rafchid,  is  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  branch  of  the  Nile,  antiently 
called  Bolbitinum,  and  is  efteemed  one  of  the  moft 
pleafant  places  in  Egypt.     It  is  near  two  miles  in 
length,  and  confifts  of  two  or  three   long  ftreets. 
The  hills  about  this  town  feem  as  if  they  had  been 
the  antient  barriers  of  the  fea.     The  fine  country  of 
Deha  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Nile,  and  two  beauti- 
ful iflands  a  little  below  the  town,  afford  a  delightful 
profpefl.     To  the  north,  the  country  is  improved 
with  pleafant  gardens  of  citrons,   oranges,   lemons, 
and  almoft  all  forts  of  fruit,  variegated  with  groves 
of  palm-trees,  fmall  lakes,  and  fields  of  rice.     The 
inhabitants  have  a  great  manufadoiy  of  ftriped  and 
other  coarfe  linens ;    but  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the 
place  is  the  carriage  of  goods  between  this'  town  and 
Cairo :  all  European  merchandifc  being  brought  from 
Alexandria  hither  by  fea,  and  fent  from  hence  in 
other  boats  to  Cairo  •,  as  thofe  brought  down  the  Nile 
from  Cairo  are  here  put  into  large  boats  to  be  fent  to 
Alexandria.     For  this  purpofe  the  Europeans  have 
their  vice-confuls  ;ind  factors  here  to  tranfadt  their 
bufinefs,  and  letters  arc  regularly  brought  from  Alex- 
andria, 
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andria,  to  be  fent  by  the  boats  to  Cairo  •,  however, 
letters  of  greater  confequence,  that  require  difpatch, 
are  fent  by  foot  meffengers  acrofs  the  defarts. 

At  Rofetto  I  faw  two  naked  faints,  who  are  com- 
monly ideots,  and  are  treated  with  great  veneration 
in  Egypt ;  one  a  lufly  elderly  man,  and  the  other  a 
youth  about  1 8  years  of  age  :  ideots  are  greatly  re- 
vered by  the  Mahometans,  being  fuppofed,  abfurdly 
enough,  io  be  aAuated  by  a  divine  fpirit.  I  obferved 
the  people  kifs  the  hands  of  the  latter,  as  he  went 
along  the  llreets}  and  was  told,  that  on  Fridays, 
when  the  women  go  to  the  burial  places,  thefe  naked 
ideots  frequently  fit  at  the  entrance  of  them,  when 
they  not  only  kifs  their  hands,  but  fliew  th^m  the 
fame  refpedt  that  was  paid  to  a  certain  heathen  idol, 
and  expeft  to  receive  the  fame  advantage  from  it. 
One  of  thefe  faints  I  myfelf  afterward  faw  fitting  at 
the  door  of  a  mofque  in  the  high-road  without  the 
gates  of  Cairo,  with  a  woman  on  each  fide  of  him ; 
but  though  the  caravan  was  going  to  Mecca,  and  a 
multitude  of  people  were  pafling  by,  they  were  fo 
accuftomed  to  fuch  fights,  that  no  notice  was  taken  of 
them. 

About  two  miles  north  of  Rofetto,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  river,  is  the  caftle  of  that  town,  which  I 
went  to  fee.  It  is  a  fquare  building,  with  round 
towers  at  the  corners,  built  of  brick  caied.  with  ftonej 
and  has  port-holes  near  the  bottom :  about  them  I 
obferved  feveral  pieces  of  yellow  marble,  many  of 
which  had  hieroglyphics  on  them,  and  might  be 
pieces  of  fome  broken  obelilk. 

While  I  was  at  Rofetto,  I  went  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the 
Greek  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  ufually  refides 
at  Cairo  •,  and  being  introduced  by  the  dragoman  or 
interpreter  to  the  conful,  I  had  all  the  honours  done 
me  that  are  ufual  at  an  eaftern  vifit.  A  lighted  pipe 
is  brought  by  a  fervant  •,  then  a  faucer  of  fweat-meats 
is  carried  about,  and  a  little  in  a  fmall  fpoon  given  to 
each  pcrfon.    After  the  coffee  is  ferved,  every  one  is 

given 


TRAVELS  through  EGYPT.       143 

sivcn  a  bafon  of  fherbcr,  by  a  fcrvant  with  a  hand- 
kerchief on  his  arm,  for  them  to  wipe  after  tiicy  have 
drank.  When  it  is  time  to  go  away,  the  hands  of 
the  gueft  are  fprinklcd  with  rofe-watcr,  with  which 
he  rubs  his  face.  Incenfe  is  then  brought,  which  he 
receives  leaning  his  head  forward,  and  holding  out 
his  garment  on  each  fide  to  receive  the  fmoke.  But 
this  con:plimcnt  is  only  paid  where  they  would  Ihcw 
a  particular  regard  •,  the  mailer  making  a  fign  for  ir, 
when  he  thinks  it  time  to  end  tlie  vifit,  or  the  gucft 
offers  to  go  :  but  it  is  never  done  when  the  vifitor  is 
much  fuperior,  till  he  makes  a  motion  to  retire. 
Every  thing  is  done  in  thefe  vifits  with  the  greatelt 
decency,  and  the  moft  profound  filence  ;  the  flaveg 
or  fervants  (landing  at  the  bottom  of  the  room,  witli 
their  hands  joined  before  them,  watching  with  the 
utmoft  attention  every  motion  of  their  matter,  who 
commands  them  by  figns. 

I  embarked  with  the  conful  for  Cairo  on  the  4th  of 
November  on  board  a  fine  galley.  Thefe  are  flat- 
bottomed  veflels,  with  three  mails  :  as  they  are  nearly 
half  covered,  they  have  one  large  handlome  room, 
and  a  fmaller  near  the  Hern  for  the  women,  when 
there  are  any  on  board.  They  have  lattice  windows 
all  round,  and  fwivel-guns  faftencd  toward  the  prow. 
They  fail  well  againft  the  current  with  a  good  brilk 
wind  i  but  in  a  calm,  or  when  the  wind  is  contrary, 
and  not  very  high,  they  are  drawn  along  by  the  men 
on  (hore,  with  a  cord  fattened  to  the  mail.  When 
they  are  obliged  to  lie  by,  as  they  commonly  do  in 
the  night,  the  people  amufe  themfelves  by  telling 
long  Arabian  ftories :  and  if  they  are  obliged  to  Hop 
by  day,  the  boatmen  frequently  pals  away  the  time  in 
afting  low  farces. 

Sailing  on  the  Nile  is  exrreamly  plcafant,  from  the 
richnefs  and  fertility  of  the  country  on  its  banks. 
The  villages,  with  palm-trees  planied  round  them, 
appear  like  fo  many  delightful  groves  •,  and  when  the 
country  -is  overflowed,  they  are  aD  beautiful  1  Hands. 
4  la 
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In  December,  which  is  here  the  middle  ot*  fpring, 
Egypt  appears  in  its  moll  lovely  drefs  :  many  planes 
are  then  in  full  bloffom,  and  the  country  is  covered 
with  green  corr*  and  clover. 

Stopping  at  a  village  for  want  of  wind,  we  vifited 
the  governor  of  the  place,  who  offered  us  coffee,  and 
at  our  departure  fent  after  us  a  prcfcnt  of  50  eggs. 
On  our  arrival  at  Ouarden  we  alio  waited  on  the  go- 
vernor, who  would  have  entertained  us,  and  not  only 
fent  us  a  lamb  and  100  eggs,  but  came  on  horfeback 
to  the  boat  to  return  the  vifit  •,  and  the  ufual  honours 
being  paid  him,  it  was  intimated  that  he  would  think 
wine  an  acceptable  prefent  -,  which  was  accordingly 
fent  him  after  it  was  dark,  to  prevent  giving  umbrage 
to  the  more  confcienttous  muffulmen. 

The  night  before  we  finifhed  our  voyage  was  fpent 
in  mirth  and  tiring  of  guns,  on  our  being  met  by  our 
friends.  The  next  morning,  having  paffcd  through 
the  village  of  Hele,  we  were  joined  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  that  came  to  meet  the  conful ;  who 
mounting  a  fine  horfe,  was  preceded  by  fix  janizaries  ^ 
and  a  man  who  went  before  fprinkling  water  on  the 
ground,  to  lay  the  dull.  In  this  manner  he  entered 
the  city,  followed  by  his  friends  and  dependants  rid- 
ing upon  affes ;  no  Chriftian,  excepc  a  conful,  being 
allowed  to  ride  on  a  horfe  into  the  city. 

As  I  chufe  to  iinifti  my  account  of  Delta  and  the 
country  about  it,  before  I  give  a  defcription  of  Cairo, 
I  ihall  do  it  in  this  place,  though  I  did  not  make  a 
voyage  on  the  eaftern  branch  of  the  Nile  till  I  left 
that  city,  on  my  going  out  of  Egypt. 

Four  or  five  miles  from  the  niouih  of  this  branch 
of  the  Nile  is  fituated  Damiata,  a  large  town,  but 
nolt  of  it  ill  built,  it  being  chiefly  inhabited  by  fifn- 
ermen  and  janizaries.  At  the  north-end  it  has  a  very 
fine  large  tower  of  hewn  (lone,  perhaps  built  by  the 
IVlamalukes,  after  they  had  recovered  Damiata  from 
the  Chriftians.  The  country  from  thence  10  Gaza  is 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Arabs,  who  arc  under  no  regu- 
lar 
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Jar  government  j  and  the  people  of  Damiata  have 
luch  an  averlion  to  the  European  Chriftians,  tliat  one 
of  them  cannot  go  into  a  part  of  the  town,  not 
ul'ually  frequented  by  thofe  of  his  rehgion,  without 
being  infulted.  This  particular  aversion  to  Europe- 
ans leems  to  be  hundcd  down  to  them  from  their  forc- 
ifathers,  and  to  be  octafioned  by  the  holy  war,  the 
chief  Iccne  of  which  in  Egypt  was  about  Damiata. 
Ihis  phicc  was  taken  by  the  Chriftians,  and  afterward 
rdlorcd  to  the  Egyptians,  as  part  of  the  ranfom  ot 
Lewis  IX.  wlio  had  been  taken  prifoner.  The  trade 
here  confiits  in  the  exporting  of  rice  and  coffee  to 
Turkey,  and  the  importation  of  Ibap  from  the  coafts 
of  Syria,  and  of  tobacco  from  Latikea. 
,  Proceeding  from  Uainiata  to  Cairo,  we  pafild  by 
the  large  city  of  Manfoura,  on  the  eall.-fide  of  the 
Nile,  which  I  conjcfture  to  be  Tanis,  the  Zoan  of 
the  Scriptures.  The  canal  which  runs  north  of  this 
town  falls  into  the  lake  Menzale.  The  country  on 
each  fide  of  this  branch  of  the  Nile  is  even  more 
beautiful  than  on  tlie  banks  of  the  other  ahcady  de- 
fcribed  ;  it  being  thicker  fet  with  villages  furroundcd 
by  pleafant  groves  of  palm-trees.  We  (lopped  at 
the  port  of  Grciat  Mahaila,  and  rode  on  hired  afles 
about  four  milts  to  the  city,  which  is  large,  and  fitu- 
ated  between  two  canals :  it  is  tolerabiy  well  built, 
and  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Garoich.  There 
are  about  500  Copti  Chriftians  there,  who  have  a 
little  mean  church.  I  was  recommenJed  to  a  mer- 
chant here,  who  was,  i  think,  a  native  of  the  parts 
toward  Morocco-,  but,  though 'he  had  mcde  four 
pilgrimages  to  Mecca,  was  a  very  honeft  and  worthy 
Miiffulman.  He  gave  me  a  man,  who  fpcke  the 
Lingua  Franca^  (a  corrupt  Italian  ufcd  in  the  taft)  to 
attend  me  wherever  I  plcafed  ;  and  a  very  gord  apart- 
ment in  a  kane  that  belonged  to  him.  The  next 
morning  he  lent  us  a  very  handfome  collation,  when 
I  firft  tailed  the  butter  of  F-gspt  in  its  greateft  |  er- 
ftdlion,  and  found  it  very  Utlicate.  At  night  wc 
Vol.  VI.  L  wa« 
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were  ferved  with  a  very  plentiful  fupper ;  but  though 
he  came  to  us  before  we  had  done,  he  would  not  eat: 
for  this  is  the  cuftom  in  the  eaft,  if  they  come  while 
perfons  are  at  table,  which  they  feldom  do,  except 
they  attend  on  thofe  of  very  fuperior  rank. 

The  next  day  I  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Baal- 
bait,  four  or  five  miles  to  the  north-eaft.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  about  a  furlong  to  the  ebfl  of  the  canal  Thaba- 
nea,  on  one  of  thofe  artificial  eminences  on  which 
Bufiris  was  probably  built,  a  city  famous  for  its 
temple  dedicated  to  Ifis  •,  there  being  great  remains 
of  a  temple  there,  the  moft  coftly  in  its  materials  of 
any  in  Egypt.  At  about  100  feet  diftance  it  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  mound,  raifed  to  keep  out  the  Nile. 
I'he  outfide  of  this  ftrufturc  was  of  grey  granite, 
and  the  infide  and  columns  of  red  j  the  capitals  being 
the  head  of  Ifis.  There  appears  to  have  been  four 
rows  of  1 2  columns  each  in  the  temple  ;  but  what 
commanded  my  attention  ftill  more,  was  the  exqui. 
fite  beauty  of  the  fculpture  :  for  though  the  figures 
are  only  about  four  feet  high,  there  is  fomething  io 
fine,  and  fo  divine,  in  the  mien  of  the  deities  and 
priefts,  that  far  exceeds  any  thing  I  ever  faw  in  that 
way.  The  natives  are  conftantly  deftroying  thefe  fine 
fragments  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  and  I  faw  fome  of 
the  pillars  cut  into  mill-ftones. 

From  this  place  we  returned  to  the  boat,  and  pro- 
ceeding toward  Cairo,  paffed  by  Semcnud  and  Abou- 
fir,  two  confiderable  towns.  Having  entercc*  the 
Nile,  where  it  runs  in  one  (Iream,  we  find,  about  a 
league  to  the  eaftward,  the  remains  of  the  antient 
city  of  Heliopolis,  which  is  the  Or  of  the  Scriptures, 
This  was  a  city  of  great  antiquity,  famous  for  the 
worlhip  of  the  fun.  A  larg^-e  mound  encompalTes  the 
whole  •,  and  at  the  entrance  on  the  weft  end  are  the 
ruins  of  a  fphynx,  of  a  bright  (hining  yellow  marble. 
The  priefts  of  Heliopolis  were  the  moft  famous  of  all 
Egypt  for  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  and  aftronomy, 
and  were  the  firft  who  computed  time  by  years  ot 
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265  days.  Herodotus  came  here  to  be  inftru(5led  in 
all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians ;  and  Strabo,  when 
he  came  to  this  city,  was  Ihewn  the  apartments  of 
Plato  and  Eudoxus. 

A  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  above  inclofure  is  the 
village  of  Matarca.  The  Chriftians  of  the  country 
have  a  tradition,  that  the  holy  family  lay  concealed 
here  for  fome  time  when  they  came  into  Egypt  j  and 
add,  that  a  tree  opened  and  became  hollow,  to  re- 
ceive and  (belter  them  from  fome  bad  people.  The 
Coptis  even  pretend  to  fliew  the  very  tree,  which  is 
hollow,  and  of  the  fort  called  Pharaoh's  Fig,  and 
take  away  pieces  of  it  as  relics ;  but  the  Romans  fay 
that  the  tree  fell  down,  and  was  carried  away  by  the 
monks  of  the  convent  belonging  to  Jerufalem. 

The  city  of  Grand  Cairo  confifls  at  prefent  of  three 
towns  or  cities,  a  mile  diftant  from  each  other ;  that 
is,  Old  Cairo,  Cairo  properly  fo  called,  and  the  port 
named  Bulac.  In  Old  Cairo  are  what  are  commonly 
termed  Jofeph's  granaries.  Thefe  are  only  fquare 
courts  encompafled  by  walls  about  15  feet  high,  built 
chiefly  with  brick,  and  ftrengthened  with  femicircular 
buttrefles.  They  are  filled  with  corn,  having  only 
room  left  to  enter  at  the  door.  T.he  grain  is  covered 
over  with  matting,  and  the  door  Ihut  only  with 
wooden  locks ;  but  the  infpedlors  of  the  granaries 
fix  their  feal  upon  a  handful  of  clay,  which  they  put: 
on  the  locks,  and  ufe  as  wax.  [Here  is  depofited  the 
corn  that  is  paid  as  a  tax  to  the  grand  fignior.]  It  is 
brought  from  Upper  Egypt,  and  diftributed  out  to 
the  foldiers  as  part  of  their  pay.  [This  granary, 
notwithftanding  its  name,  is  not  very  antique :  its 
walls  are  partly  of  the  time  of  the  Saracens.] 

At  the  north-end  of  Old  Cairo  is  a  magnifipent 
plain  building,  for  raifing  the  water  of  the  Nile  to 
the  aqueduft.  This  ftrudure  is  faid  to  have  been 
ereftc'd  by  Campion,  the  immediate  predeceflbr  of 
the  laft  king  of  the  Ma-malukes  :  it  is  an  hexagon  j 
each  fide  is  between  80  and  90  feet  long,  and  about 
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as  many  in  height.  The  water  comes  into  a  refervoi^ 
below,  and  is  drawn  up  by  five  oxen,  which  turn  fy 
many  Perfian  wheels,  that  empty  the  water  into  the 
aqueduft. 

Oppofitc  to  this  water- houfe  is  the  canal  that  con- 
veys the  water  to  Cairo,  which  feems  to  be  that  made 
by  Trajan.  Near  the  mouth  of  it,  they  annually 
perform  the  ceremony  of  opening  the  canal,  with 
great  rejoicings,  by  breaking  down  a^  mound  when 
the  Nile  has  arifen  to  a  certain  height. 

Old  Cairo  is  at  prefent  reduced  to  a  very  fmall 
compafs,  it  not  being  above  two  miles  round :  it  is 
the  pert  fof  the  boats  that  come  from  Upper  Egypt; 
and  Tome  of  the  beys  have  houles  there,  to  which  they 
fetire  at  the  rifing  of  the  Nile.  The  Coptis  have 
twelve  churches  and  a  com^^ent,  moftly  in  one  quarter 
of  the  town ;  and  pretend  that  the  holy  family  was 
in  a  cave  in  the  church  dedicated  to  St.  Sergius.  The 
Roman  catholics  have  an  hofpital  belonging  to  the 
fathers  of  the  Holy  Land  5  and  the  Jews  have  a  fy- 
nagogue,  faid  to  have  been  built  about  1 600  years 
ago,  in  the  manner  it  now  is,  which  nearly  refembles 
our  churches.  There  are  here  alfo  about  half  a  dozen 
mofques,  with  their  minarets ;  among  which,  that 
named  Amrah,  is  faid  to  have  been  a  church:  but 
what  h  mod  remarkable,  is  its  having  near  400  pil- 
lars, which,  with  their  capitals,  feem  to  have  been 
colle(5led  from  leveral  antient  buildings. 

[At  half  a  league  to  the  fouth  of  old  Cairo  is  thf 
kre'at  riiofque  of  Atter-Eunaby,  fnuated  on  a  point  of 
land  projedling  into  the  Nile.  For  this  mofque  the 
Mahometans  have  a  great  veneration,  from  the  tradi- 
tion that  Omar  their  firlt  califf,  going  to  the  place 
where  it  was  afterwards  founded  to  his  honour,  left 
the  print  of  his  foot  upon  a  piece  of  marble.  This 
edifice  has  nothing  extraordinary,  except  a  gallery  of 
antique  columns,  ib  ill  ranged,  that  frequently  the 
capitals  turned  topfy-turvy  fcrve  as  pcdeftals,  ad\ 
the  pedeftals  are  employed  to  fervc  as  capitals.] 
*"•    •  -  . .      -  '    --"  .'  Froml 


TRAVELS  through  EGYPT.       140 

From  old  Cairo  I  made  a  Ihort  cxcurfion  to  the 
pleafant  ifle  of  Raoudah,  or  Roida,  which  is  oppofue 
to  it.  The  channel  of  the  Nile  between,  is  dry  when 
the  water  is  low.  This  illand  is  near  a  mile  long ; 
toward  the  north-end.  is  the  village  of  Roida,  and  at 
thefouth-end  is  the  Mikias,  or  houfe  in  which  is  the 
famous  pillar  for  meafuring  the  Nile.  This  is  fixed 
in  a  deep  bafon  ;  the  bottom  of  which  is  on  a  level 
with  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  water  pafling  through 
it.  The  pillar,  which  is  placed  under  a  dome,  and 
crowned  with  a  Corinthian  capital,  is  divided  into 
mcaiures  for  obferving  tht^  rife  of  the  waters  -,  and 
from  the  court  that  leads  to  the  houfc,  is  a  dcfcent 
to  the  Nile  by  Heps,  on  which  the  common  people 
beheve  that  Mofes  was  found,  after  he  lud  been  ex- 
pofed  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Half  a  mile  to  the  nortli  of  old  Cairo  is  Caflaro- 
line,  where  there  are  gardens  of  citrons,  oranges,  le- 
mons and  caflla  j  but  it  is  moll  remarkable  for  a  con- 
vent of  Dervifcs,  who  affeifting  an  extraordinary  I'anc- 
tity,  may  be  faid  to  live  in  their  mofquc,  which  is  a 
large  fquare  room,  covered  with  a  very  fine  dome. 

Bulac  is  fituated  about  a  mile  farther  to  the  north, 
and  is  near  two  miles  round.  This  being  the  port  ior 
all  boats  that  come  up  the  river  from  all  che  ports  of 
Delta,  it  has  a  cullom-houfe,  wi'h  many  warchouT^s, 
andkanes  for  travellers  ;  but  it  is  rciiiurkable  £oc  no- 
thing  but  its  fine  bagnio. 

The  city  of  New  Cairo,  which  is  featcd  about  a 
mile  from  the  river,  extends  eaftward  near  tv.'o  miies 
to  a  mountain,  and  is  about  feven  miles  rounj  :  but 
it  is  faid  to  have  been  larger  when  it  was  the  centre 
of  trade  from  the  Ealt  Indies.  It  was  then  walled 
round  -,  but  only  part  of  the  wail,  with  the  calllv% 
and  fome  magnificent  gates,  budt  by  the  Mamalukc?, 
are  now  (landing.  The  canal,  cut  from  the  Nile, 
riins  througli  the  city  •,  but  it  is  only  to  be  feen  from 
the  back  of  the  houfcs  built  on  its  banks  ;  and  though 
there  are  fevcrai   bridges  over  it,  yet  houfes   bt:\\i^ 
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built  on  each  fide  of  them,  the  view  of  the  water  » 
even  there  intercepted :  but  when  it  is  dry,  it  appears 
like  a  ftreet,  the  people  pafling  along  it.  However, 
from  the  time  when  it  begins  to  dry,  the  fmell  of  the 
mud,  and  ftagnated  water,  becomes  very  ofFenfive. 

[One  of  the  moft  fingular  cuftoms  obferved  at 
Cairo,  is  the  ceremonies  obferved  at  opening  this 
canal.  "When  the  Nile  begins  to  fwell,  they  calt  up  a 
bank  of  earth  acrofs  the  end  of  the  ftreet  near  the 
river  •,  and  ip  the  month  of  Auguft,  when  the  water 
is  arifen  to  a  proper  height,  the  bafla,  attended  by 
his  guards,  proceeds  on  horfeback  along  the  canal, 
and  coming  to  the  end  of  it  ftrikes  the  bank,  takes 
horfe,  and  riding  back,' leaves  feveral  perfons  to  break 
it  down.  On  his  return  from  the  bank,  he  is  fol- 
lowed by  great  crouds  finging  and  ftriking  each  other 
with  cudgels  :  the  water  at  length  flows  in,  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  men  and  boys  fwimming, 
while  others  throw  one  another  into  ir,  and  (hew  a 
thoufand  idle  pranks,  Fire-works  are  difcharged, 
^nd  all  the  time  the  canal  is  filling,  it  is  covered  with 
boats  filled  with  young  men  finging  and  playing  upon 
inftruments,  to  Ihew  their  joy  for  the  fertility  pro- 
duced by  the  Nile,] 

If  we  form  an  idea  of  feveral  fquares  about  the 
city,  fiom  a  quarter  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile  round, 
that  receive  and  retain  the  water  of  the  Nile,  con- 
veyed to  them  by  the  canal,  ^s  the  river  riles,  we 
fhall  have  a  pretty  juft  notion  of  the  feveral  lakes, 
which,  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  are  in 
the  city :  when  nothing  can  be  imagined  inore  beau- 
pful.  They  are  furrounded  by  the  beft  houfes; 
and  in  the  fummer,  when  the  Nile  is  high,  are 
covered  with  the  fine  boats  and  barges  of  all  the  per- 
fons of  diftindbion,  who  Ipend  the  evenings  with  their 
ladies  on  the  water.  Concerts  of  mufic,  I  am  told, 
are  never  wanting,  and  fometimes  fire-works  are 
added.  All  the  houfes  round  are  in  a  manner  illu- 
imirja^cd,  ?p4  tlip  windows  filled  with  fpciStators.  This 
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pteafing  fcenc  is  however  much  altered  when  the  wa- 
ters are  gone  off,  and  nothing  appears  but  mud.  Yet 
this  is  foon  fucceeded  by  the  agreeable  view  of  green 
corn,  and  afterward  of  harvelt,  in  the  midfl:  of  a 
great  city,  on  the  very  fpots  where  a  few  months  be- 
fore the  boats  were  failing.  - 

The  ftreets,  like  thofe  of  all  the  Turkifli  cities, 
are  very  narrow.  The  wideft  extends  the  whole 
length  of  the  place ;  but  would  only  be  confidered 
in  Europe  as  a  lane  :  and  the  others  are  fo  narrow, 
that  the  inhabitants  frequently  fpread  a  flight  ftuff 
acrofs  the  tops  of  their  houfes,  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  to  defend  them  from  the  fun.  Moft  of  the 
ftreets,  or  at  leaft  each  end  of  every  diftrid,  is  (hut 
up  at  night  with  gates,  and  guarded  by  two  or  three 
janizaries,  fo  that  no  idle  people  can  lurk  about  them 
without  being  difcovered.  Several  ftreets  confift  only 
of  fliops,  without  any  houfes,  and  are  locked  up  at 
night  when  the  traders  return  home  j  and  (hops  of 
the  fame  trade  are  generally  together. 

The  Turkifh  houles  in  general,  efpecially  in  Cairo, 
make  a  difagreeable  appearance  ;  they  are  commonly 
built  round  a  court,  where  they  are  feen  to  the  belt 
advantage :  nothing  but  ufe  is  conlidered  in  the  fide 
next  the  ftrcet ;  as  every  ornament  is  referved  for  the 
falcon  within.  Thus  being  built  below  of  ftone,  and 
above  with  a  fort  of  cage- work,  fometimes  filled  up 
with  unburnt  brick,  and  few  or  no  windows  toward 
theftreet;  they  are  very  difagreeable  to  thofe  who- 
have  obfervcd  the  regularity  and  beauty  of  European 
cities.  I  went  to  fee  fome  of  the  beft  houfes  in  Cairo, 
and  found  that  the  griat  have  a  faloon  for  common 
life,  and  another  for  ftate  •,  and  as  they  have  four 
wives,  each  has  a  faloon,  with  apartments  that  have 
no  communicaiion  with  the  other  parts  of  the  houfe, 
except  the  common  entrance  for  the  fervancs,  which 
is  kept  locked  •,  and  the  private  entrance,  the  key  of 
which  is  kept  by  the  malter.  A  machine,  that  turns 
TiOund  like  thofe  ufed  in  nunneries,  receives  any  thing 
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they  want  to  take  in  or  deliver  out,  without  their  fee- 
ing one  another. 

At  the  houfe  of  Ofman  bey,  there  is  a  fine  filoon, 
with  a  lobby  before  it :  the  grand  room  is  an  oblong 
fqiiare,  with  an  oftagon  marble  pillar  in  the  middle  •, 
this  room  is  inlaid  on  two  fides,  about  eight  feet  high, 
with  p;mnels  of  grey  marble,  each  bordered  with 
mofaic  work  ;  but  the  end  at  which  one  enters,  and 
the  fide  where  are  the  windows,  are  not  finilhed  in 
this  manner :  the  fopha  extends  all  round  the  room, 
furnidicd  with  the  richcft  velvet  cufhions,  anci  the 
floor  is  covered  with  fine  carpets. 

I  alf )  vifited  a  much  more  antient  'HRRc  e,  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  fultan  Nafir  IbeOj^alahoun,  or 
Calaun,  the  fcventh  king  of  Egypt,  olF  the  race  of 
the  Mamalukes,  who  lived  about  the  year  1279; 
which  is  alfo  built  round  a  fnall  court..  The  entrance 
to  the  grand  apartiuinit  is  by  a  fine  old  door,  fome- 
what  in  the  Gothic  tafte.  It  has  a  magnificent  faloon 
in  the  figure  of  a  Greek  crofs,  with  a  cupola  in  the 
middle,  and  is  wainfcotted  ten  feet  high  in  a  very 
collly  manner  :  round  at  top,  about  two  feet  deep, 
are  Arabic  infcriptions  -,  then  for  two  feet  more  are 
"works  of  mother  of  pearl  and  fine  marbles,  in  the 
ii^urc  of  frDall  arches.  Btlow  this  the  wall  is  covered 
Vyitii  pannfls,  fome  of  the  fined  marbl'"^^,  and  others 
of  mother  of  pearl  •,  all  the  pannels  arc  furrounded 
with  a  border  of  mofaic  work  in  mother  oi  pearl 
and  blue  fmalt,  or  a  fort  of  slafs  tliat  is  not  tranf- 
pa?ent.  "      .  • 

-',  In  and  abour  the  rity  are  feveral  magnificent 
mofques ;  but  Hofe  of  juiran  Haflfan,  near  tut  foot 
of  the  calllt-hi,,  exceeds  them  ail  in  the  folidity 
of  the  buildinp,  and  in  it.  grandeur  and  n.agnifi- 
cence,  which  ftiike  the  beholder  in  a  furprifing  man- 
ner, it  is  very  loiVy,  and  of  an  oblong  fquare  figure, 
crowned  with  a  cornice  all  round,  that  projefls  a 
sireat  way,  and  is  adorned  after  the  Turkifh  manner, 
with  a  kind  of  grotefque  carving.  The  entrance  is 
A  inlai'i 
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inlaid  with  fcveral  kinds  of  marble,  carved  1.3  at  the 
top.  The  afcent  was  by  feveral  fteps ;  but  ti^.efe  are 
broken  down,  and  the  door  walled  up :  ')ecr.afe  in 
public  infurredions  the  rebels  have  often  taken  ihcltcr 
there. 

To  the  north-eaft  of  the  town  is  ^  fine  mofqne, 
called  Cubbe-el-Azab  ;  which  is  about  60  feet  fquarc, 
with  a  beautiful  dome  over  it,  raifed  on  a  bafe  cf  1 6 
fides,  in  each  of  which  is  a  window.  It  is  wainfcotted 
round  with  all  the  moft  beautiful  marbles,  among 
which  are  feveral  fine  flabs  of  red  and  green  por- 
phyry :  the  borders  round  the  pannels  are  carved  arjd 
gilt  i  above  11  a  fort  of  frize,  covered  with  fentences 
cut  in  large  gilt  charafters,  called  the  Couphe,  in 
which  they  here  antiently  writ  the  Arabic  language. 
The  walls  above  have  Arabic  infcriptions  in  letters 
of  gold,  and  the  whole  cupola  is  painted  and  gilt  in 
the  fincft  manner.  All  over  the  mofque  are  hung 
glafs  lamps  and  oftriches  eggs.  Adjoining  to  this 
edifice  are  feveral  apartments  built  for  the  priefts,  and 
fome  grand  ones  for  the  perlons  of  rank,  who  fome- 
tlnies  refide  here. 

Th«t  caftle  of  Cairo  is  fituated  on  a  rocky  hill,  and 
is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Saladin.  It  is  walled 
••^iind,  and  is  of  very  difficult  a:ccfs  •,  t)ut  it  is  fo 
commanded  by  a  hill  to  the  eaft,  as  to  be  of  no 
ftrength  ^iiirj  the  invention  of  cannon.  At  the  weft 
end  are  the  remains  of  very  grand  -apartments,  fome 
of  them  covered  with  domes,  and  adorned  with  pic- 
tures of  mofaic  work  :  but  tiiis  part  of  the  building  is 
now  only  v/ed  for  weaving,  embroidering,  and  pre- 
paring the  hangings  and  coverings  they  annually  lend 
to  Mecca.  I  faw  them  about  this  work  \  and  though 
they  think  it  a  profanation  for  a  Chriftian  fo  much  as 
to  touch  thofe  rich  damafks,  I  have  ventured  to  ap- 
proach them.  Above  this  is  a  higher  ground,  near 
a  grand  faloon,  called  Jofeph's  Hall,  from  which 
thti  c  IS  a  moft  delightful  pf-ofpedt  of  the  city,  the 
fVramids,  and  all  the  adjacent  county,  It  was  pro- 
bably 
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hably  a  terrace  to  this  faloon,  which  is  now  open  on 
every  fide,  except  to  the  fouth,  and  is  adorned  with 
very  large  and  beautiful  pillars  of  red  granite,  fomc 
of  which  have  capitals  of  the  Corinthian  order,  others 
are  very  plain  •,  fome  are  only  marked  out  in  lines 
like  leaves,  and  many  of  them  are  only  plain  ftones, 
that  have  but  little  relemblance  to  capitals.  In  the  weft 
part  of  the  caiUe  is  the  jail,  which  the  common  peo- 
pie  will  have  to  be  the  prifon  in  which  Jofeph  was 
confined.  About  the  middle  of  the  caftle  is  a  large 
court,  on  the  fouth-fide  of  which  are  the  bafla's 
apartments,  and  the  great  divan,  which  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing :  the  beys  aflemble  three  times  a 
week  under  the  kaia,  or  prime  minifter  of  the  bafla ; 
and  the  latter,  whenever  he  pleafes,  fits  in  a  room  be- 
hind, that  has  a  communication  by  fome  lattice  win- 
dows. A  (Iranger  may  enter  with  the  conful's  Drago- 
man, or  interpreter  -,  and  being  afterward  conducted 
to  the  baflfa's  coflfee-room,  is  civilly  entertained  by 
his  people  with  fweet-meats  and  coffee.  At  a  fmall 
diitance  is  the  mint,  where  they  coin  their  gold, 
and  fmall  pieces  of  iron  wafhed  over  with  lilver. 
Thefe  are  called  Medines,  and  are  ■  of  the  value  of 
three  fartliings.  In  the  caftle  is  alfo  a  well,  that  has 
been  much  admired  on  account  of  its  great  depth ; 
it  being  cut  through  the  fide  of  the  rock,  and  the 
water  being  brought  up  by  feveral  Perfian  wheels, 
turned  by  oxen,  and  placed  one  over  another.  This 
is  called  J(^fcph's  Well,  not  from  the  patriarch  Jo- 
feph, but  from  a  grand  vizier  of  that  name,  who  had 
the  care  of  the  work  under  fultan  Mahomet,  about 
700  years  ago.  In  fliort,  this  caftle,  which  is  about 
a  mile  in  circumterence,  refembles  a  little  town  -, 
but  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  in  a  very  ruinous  con- 
dition. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  caflle  is  a  fort  of  antient  fub- 
virbs,  called  Carafifa ;  at  the  entrance  of  which  are 
fome  magnidcent  tombs,  covered  with  domes,  faid 
to  be  the  monuments  of  fome  kings  of  Egypt :  the 

people 
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people  fay  they  are  the  califfs,  the  relations  of  Ma- 
homet, who  conquered  this  country ;  and  fo  great  a 
veneration  have  they  for  them,  that  they  oblige  the 
Chriftians  and  Jews  who  pafs  this  way,  to  defcend 
from  their  alTes  out  of  refpcdl  to  them. 

The  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants  feem  to  be 
defcended  from  the  Mamaluke  race.  There  are  alfo 
fome  Greeks,  many  Jews,  and  a  few  Armenians,  Of 
the  Europeans,  there  are  fettled  here  only  the  Englifli, 
French,  and  fome  Italians  from  Leghorn  and  Venice. 
When  any  of  the  Englilh  happen  to  die  in  any  part 
of  the  Levant,  where  there  is  no  Englilh  chaplain, 
they  are  interred  with  the  Greeks,  and  according  to 
the  ceremonies  of  their  church. 

The  European  merchants,  confidering  how  much 
they  are  confined,  live  agreeably  enough  among  them- 
felves  -,  they  are  generally  fociable  with  thofe  of  their 
own  nation,  and  in  fo  plentiful  a  country  poflefs  what- 
ever is  capable  of  making  life  pafs  pleafantly.  They 
fpend  the  morning  in  bufinefs,  and  often  pafs  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  in  the  fields  and  gardens  to  the 
north  of  Cairo  -,  there  being  little  danger  within  a 
mile  of  the  city.  Sometimes  the  whole  day  is  fpcrit 
in  diverfions  •,  and  as  great  part  of  their  affairs  is 
tranfafted  by  the  Jews,  they  have  a  relaxation  from 
bufinefs  both  on  the  Jewifh  and  the  Chriftian  fabbatb. 
When  the  Nile  has  overflowed  its  banks,  and  little 
bufinefs  is  to  be  done,  they  retire  to  their  houfes  at 
Old  Cairo  and  Gize,  where  they  pafs  their  time  as 
agreeably  as  the  circumftances  of  the  place  will  ad- 
mit. 

The  trade  of  Cairo  con  fills  in  the  importation  of 
broad  cloths,  tin  and  lead,  and  the  exportation  of  cof- 
fee, fena,  flax,  and  feveral  drugs  moflily  brought 
from  Perfia.  The  natives  alfo  import  raw  fiik  from 
Afia,  which  they  chiefly  manufafture  into  fattins 
and  filks,  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  India ;  and  in 
fome  places  they  make  a  coarfe  kind  of  linen.  Su- 
gar, of  the  growth  of  this  country,  is  alfo  made  here; 

but 
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but  it  is  neither  cheap  nor  fine  :  there  is,  however,  a 
very  Hne  fort  made  for  the  ufc  of  the  grand  lignior  i 
but  it  is  very  dear,  and  not  commonly  to  be  mec 
with  for  fale.  Furniture  for  hcrfes  and  lattices  foi 
windows,  of  brafs,  iron,  and  turned  vood,  are  made 
here  in  great  perfedtion.  In  the  province  of  Deha 
and  about  Manoufieh,  fine  matting  is  made  of  dyed 
rufhes  -,  and  from  thence  fent  not  only  all  over  the 
Turkilh  empire,  but  to  molt  parts  of  Europe. 

Amidll  the  curiofitics  obfervable  at  Cairo,  that  of 
the  hatching  of  chickens  is  none  of  the  lealL  This 
laft  is  performed  by  heating  ovens  of  fo  temperate  a 
heat  as  to  imitate  the  natural  warmth  of  the  hen,  and 
putting  about  8000  eggs  in  an  oven,  the  chickens 
are  produced  in  22  days.  This  employment  is  con- 
tinued four  months,  during  which  fome  hundred 
thoufand  chickens  are  hatched  in  this  manner  and 
fold.  If  it  happens  to  thunder,  great  numbers  of 
the  chickens  mifcarry  :  befide,  the  chickens  thus 
hatched  often  want  a  claw,  a  rump,  or  are  fome  other 
way  imperfed.  I  have  been  informed  that  only  the 
people  of  one  village  arc  mailers  of  the  art,  and  that 
at  the  proper  time  of  the  year  they  fpread  themfelves 
all  over  Egypt  *.  .         ' 

There  are  f.-w  arts  in  any  perfection  higher  up  the 
Nile,  or  indeed  in  any  other  parts  of  Egypt :  this, 
with  the  convenience  of  water  carriage,  makes  Cairo 
a  place  of  great  trade  •,  and  as  little  credit  is  given  by 
the  Turks,  there  is  generally  a  vaft  conflux  of  people 
at  this  city. 

The  monuments  near  Cairo  mod  worthy  of  tiia 
curiofity  of  a  traveller  are  the  pyramids  -f,  which  have 

*  •  The  great  duke  of  Florence  fent  for  perfons  employed  in  thus 
producing  chickens,  who  adually  performed  the  fame  art  with  fuc- 
ceis  in  his  dominions :  the  late  celebrated  Jvl.  Reaumur,  after  many 
rxpcrimcrit.s  found  it  practicable  in  France,  and  has  (hewn  th^ 
njanner  of  doing  it  in  a  work  on  that  fubje^. 

t  This^cccunt  of  the  pyramids  ischiefly  taken  from  iheobfer- 
vations  of  the  mgenious  Mr.  Norden  ;  with  which  we  have  inter- 

..iwixeii  iiK'f.'  of  the  learned  Dr.  Pococke. 

been 
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been  formerly  ranked  among  the  feven  wonders  of 
the  world,  and  ftill  demand  our  admiration.  It  is 
remarkable  that  thefc  kind  of  monuments  arc  no 
where  to  be  found  but  in  Egypt.  Indeed  there  is 
one  at  Rome,  which  fcrves  for  a  tomb  to  C.  Ccllus  i 
but  it  is  no  more  than  a  mere  imitation,  and  is  fur- 
paffed  in  fize  by  the  lead  of  thole  in  Egypt.  Thefc 
arc  fituated  upon  the  rock,  at  the  foot  of  the  high 
mountains  that  accompany  the  Nile  in  its  courfe,  and 
feparate  Egypt  and  Lybia.  They  have  been  all 
raifed  as  fepulchres ;  but  their  architecfbure,  as  well 
on  the  infide^as  without,  is  extremely  different,  with 
refpe^t  to  diftribution,  materials,  and  grandeur. 
Some  are  open,  others  ruined,  and  moft  of  them  are 
clofed  i  but  there  are  none  that  have  not  been 
damaged.  The  prodigioas  quantity  of  materials  ufcd 
in  conftrufting  them,  renders  it  impoflible  that  they 
fhould  be  all  built  at  the  fame  time  •,  and  thofe  that 
have  been  the  lad  ercfted^  greatly  furpafs  the  firft  in. 
grandeur  and  magnificence.  They  are  the  works  of 
the  remoteft  antiquity,  and  even  more  early  than  the 
times  of  the  moll  ancient  hillorians  whofe  writing^ 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  :  the  very  epocha  of  their 
beginning  was  loft  at  the  time  when  the  firft  Greek 
philofophers  travelled  into  Egypt.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable that  the  invention  of  pyramids  was  owing  to' 
the  ignorance  of  the  people,  in  having  no  other 
method  of  covering  a  great  circumference,  before  the 
art  of  arching  and  employing  columns  to  fupport  a 
roof  were  invented.  It  is  indeed  a  mortifying  con- 
fideration,  that  the  moft  durable  works  in  architeflure 
have  been  owing  to  ignorance  :  thus  the  famous 
aqueducts  of  the  ancients,  the  remains  of  which  are 
the  wonder  of  the  prefent  tim^s,  were  owing  to  their 
not  knowing  that  water  would  rife  up  nearly  to  the 
fame  height  as  that  from  which  it  falls. 

The  common  people  of  Egypt  have  a  tradition, 
that  there  were  anciently  giants  in  that  counn  y,  who 
raifed,   without  much  dilficulcy,  the  pyramids,   the 

•  vait 
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vaft  palaces  and  the  temples,  whofe  renrmins  are  at 
prefent  the  objedbs  of  our  admiration.  But  this  ridi- 
culous opinion  is  confuted  by  obferving,  that  had 
this  been  the  cafe,  the  entrances  of  the  caves,  from 
whence  they  have  drawn  ftones  for  thefe  purpofcs, 
would  have  been  larger  than  they  are  :  that  the  gates 
of  the  buildings,  v/hich  ftill  fubfift,  would  have  had 
more  height  and  breadth ;  that  the  paiTages  of  the 
pyramids,  at  prefent  fo  narrow  that  fcarcely  a  man  of 
our  times  can  drag  himfelf  along  lying  on  his  belly, 
would  have  been  by  no  means  proper  for  men  of  fuch 
a  ftature ;  and  that  the  coffin  in  the  largefl  and  lafl: 
pyramid  is  an  inconteflable  proof  of  the  falfity  of  all 
fuch  extravagant  ideas,  fmce  it  determines  the  fize  of 
the  prince's  body  for  whom  the  pyramid  was  built ; 
and  the  pafTages  fhew,  that  the  workmen  were  not  of 
a  larger  fize  than  the  prince,  fince  the  entrance  and 
the  egrefs  fcarcely  give  fufficient  room  for  men  of  the 
common  ftature. 

The  principal  pyramids  are  at  the  fouth-eafl  of 
Gize,  a  village  three  hours  voyage  up  the  Nile  from 
Cairo,  and  fituated  on  the  Weflern  fhorc.  As  it  is 
believed  that  the  city  of  Memphis  was  near  this  place, 
they  are  commonly  called  the  pyramids  of  Mem- 
phis *.  On  your  arrival  there  you  find  four  of  the 
pyramids  that  deferve  the  greatell  attention  of  the, 
curious ;  for  though  there  are  feven  or  eight  others  in 
the  neighbourhood,  they  are  not  to  be  compared  with 

*  It  may  be  thought  very  extraordinary  that  the  fituation  of 
Memphis,  which  was  fo  confiderable  a  city,  and  for  fo  long  a  time 
the  capital  of  Egypt,  ihould  not  now  be  known :  bur  as  many  of 
the  materials  might  be  carried  to  Alexandrin,  ''Cairo,  and  other 
places  afterward  built  near  it,  the  city  was  in  all  probability  almoft 
levelled  ;  and  the  Nile  overflowing  the  ruins,  it  may  eafily  be  con> 
ceived  that  its  remains  have  been  long  covered  over,  as  if  no  fuch 
place  had  ever  been.  The  continual  accretions  of  mud  thus  brought 
by  the  Nile  mull  evidently,  in  a  courfe  of  time,  have  altered  ami 
raifed  the  furface  of  the  country  fo  far  as  overflowed  ;  and  tliis  is 
one  re.ifoii  why  few  of  (he  columns  remaining  there,  are  to  be  feea 
dear  lo  their  bales. 

.  the 
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the  former,  cfpecially  as  they  have  been  almoft  en- 
tirely ruined.  The  four  principal  are  nearly  upon 
the  fame  diagonal  line,  and  about  400  paces  diftant 
from  each  other.  Their  four  faces  exadly  correfpoid 
to  the  four  cardinal  points,  the  north,  the  fouch,  tne 
eaft,  and  the  weft.  The  two  moft  northerly  are  the 
greateft,  and  have  500  feet  perpendicular  height  •,' 
and  according  to  Mr.  Greaves,  who  meafured  the 
bottom  of  the  firft,  it  is  exaftly  693  Englifti  feet 
fquare ;  and  therefore  covers  fomething  more  than 
eleven  acres :  the  inclined  plane  is  equal  to  the  bafe, 
and  the  angles  and  bafe  form  an  equilateral  triangle. 
The  number  of  fteps  has  been  very  differently 
related ;  but  they  are  between  207  and  2 1 2.  Thefe 
fteps  are  from  two  feet  and  half  to  four  feet  high,  and 
are  broad  in  proportion  to  their  height.  But  though 
the  two  others  are  much  lefs,  they  have  fome  particu- 
larities that  caufe  them  to  be  examined  and  admired. 
It  appears  that  the  rock  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
not  being  every  where  level,  has  been  fmoothed  by  the 
chiffel.  This  rocky  plain  is  about  80  feet  perpendi- 
cular above  the  level  of  the  ground  that  is  always 
overflowed  by  the  Nile,  and  is  a  Danilh  league  in 
circumference.  Notwithftanding  its  being  a  con- 
tinual rock,  it  is  almoft  covered  with  a  flying  fand, 
brought  thither  by  the  wind  from  the  adjacent  high 
mountains.  In  this  fand  is  a  great  number  of  fhells 
and  petrified  oyfters*,  a  thing  the  more  furprizing,  as 
this  plain  is  never  overflowed  by  the  Nile,  which  be- 
fide  has  not  throughout  its  whole  courfe  any  fheli-fiih. 
In  this  quarter  we  alfo  find  thofe  beautiful  flint  ftones, 
which,  on  accountof  the  Angularity  of  their  colours^ 
are  much  more  eflieemed  than  agate,  and  of  which 
fnuff-boxe^  and  handles  for  knives  are  fnade  at 
Cairo. 

A  pyramid  is  the  moft  folid  figure  that  can  be 
given  to  any  building.     There  is  no  way  to  ruin  ir, 
1^  but  by  beginning  at  the  top  ;  for  it  rcfts  upon  a  bafe 
too  firm  to  be  attacked  in  that  part,  and  who.ver 
7  -         would 
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would  undertake  it  wq\M  find  as  muth  diQculty  u 

there  wa«*P:ffw«:«;«--:^;;"''  .,.„>, 

The  m^  nortl&hi  of  tJiefo  great  j^ramids  is  th^ 

I  ibatt  cfegih  my  acfcriptibh  ^th  it    |t.|tDece{rary  to 
be  very  near  it,  in  oWer  to  form  a  jiilE  idea  of  the 
ejcleAt  of  its  cnormdus  bulk,    Ttej»li||rtar  pwf  ^ 
cl^f  built  of  great  faiiarc  ftbhes  cut  fi-ojml^  rock 
wmchjextends  aloR^ the  Niicj  where tb^^ftjs' day <ve 
ice v^  caves  from  whfehcc  titey  hayeiibecb  taken. 
•  T^i|tzc  of  thefe  ftoncs  is  not  equal  i,  but  ti^cy  havi 
kit  the  figure  of  a  pirlfm;  that  thfcy  may  Ue'  perfcftly 
clofe  together.      It  might  be  imagined   that  each 
range  Q^iild  form  an  even  Hep  round  the  pyramid : 
but  dp^|Jiiteft  has  only  obferved  the  pyramidical 
figuif^^^lip^froubling  himfelf  about  the  regularity 
of  the  ftq^1)^vit  appears  that  this  inequality  of 
the  ftoiies,   wM|^.^^pcr  foiir,   five,  and  even  ten 
inches,  is  the  reafoii  ifl^rTamany  travellers,  who  have 
Counted  the  dejgrees  of  ib«  pyramids,  always  differ 
iwith  rfegard  ia  tJic  number  ^'fjticfe  kind  of  ftcps 
Were  hot  defigntd  fcir  moiimih^  br  delcending  -,  anct 
regularity  was  (ought  ho  ^iirtftc;!!  than  w$$^:  necefiary 
ibr  the  gec^eral  (hape  oC  Jfce^^rrainid^ jm^        the 
facility  w  the  wbrk.  ^!  We  yiSi»|^.^^^ 
lays  are  only  qompafted  by  thi  ji^w^t  rf        ftones, 
Withoui  mortar,  witboUt  lead,^;  i^Hd  without  cttimps 
bf  a^y  tnetal :  but  i4  thr^body  of  the  pyramid  they 
havtt  bien  obliged itc^vufe  a  mortar  mixed  of  lime, 
^arth^  a^d  !Q^iy«     This  plainly  appears  at  the  entrance 
pf  the  ieC0^d jpallage  of  the  firA  pyramid,  which  has 
been  opened  by  force.     At  its  four  corners  it  is  cafily 
percei^d,  that  t;he  lower  Hones  are  placed  on  the 
rock  without  ^y  ^her  foundi^tion:    but   beyond 
them,  cjuite  tb;  the  ftftjidle  of  Ji^       face,  the  wind 
has  formed  a  (1^6^  ^^^^ait^i^Ji^ 
rifes  fo  high,  that  it  jaifords  li  tbmnrtq^ios 
to  the  entrance  of  the  pyramid^  whidi 
feet  high. 
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On  getting. up  to  the  entrance  you  difcharge  a  ptftol 
to  frighten  away  the  bats,  after  which  two  Arabs^ 
whom  you  are  obliged  to. have  for  your  attendant^ 
enter,  and  remove  the  fand,  with  which  the  pafiage 
is  almoft  (lopped  up^  After  thefe  precautions,  you 
ftrip  yourfelf  to  your  ftiirt,  on  account  of  the  exceffive 
heat  conftantly  felt  in  the  pyramids :  in  this  condition 
you  enter  the  palTage,  every  one  of  the  company 
having  a  wax  candle  in  his  hand  \  for  the  torches,  are 
not  lighted  till  you  are  in  the  chambers,  for  fear  of 
caufing  too  niuch  fmoke.  Being  arrived  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  gallery  where  the  palTage  is  forced,  you 
find  an  opening  barely  a  foot  and  a  half  in^  height^ 
and  two  feet  in  breadth  •,  yet  through  this  hole  yod 
are  obliged  to  pafs.  The  traveller,  inftead  of  creep- 
ing, commonly  lays  himfelf  down,  and  the  two 
Arabs,  that  go  before^  take  one  of  his  legs,  and 
thus,  drag  him  through  over  the  fand  and.  dull. 

On  having  pafTed  this  ftreight,  which  is  luckily 
no  more  than  two  ells  long,  you  find  a  large  place, 
whcr<:  you  commonly  take  fome  refrelhmcnts ;  and 
this  gives  courage  for  penetrating  into  the  fecond 
gallery,  'jimi  y,  / 

It  is  here  propef  to  obferve,  that  all  thefe  paflages,* 
except  the  fourth,  are  riearly  of  the  f^me  fize,  that  is^ 
three  feet  and  a  h^  fquai'e,  and  lined  on  the  four 
fides  by  grea*  ftooes  of  white ;  marble,  fo  poliibed, 
that  thjs,  with  tbt  acclivity  of  the  way,  would  render 
them  impaflabk,  were  it  not  for  little  holes  cut  for 
refting  the  feet  in.  It  cofts  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
advance  forward,  and  if  you  make  a  falfe  ftep,  yctu 
will  Aide  backward  to  the  place  from  whence  you  fee 
out :  however,  by  obferving  thefe  holes,  you  proceed 
copinnodiouily  enough,  though  always  ftooping  to  the 
cikl ;  of  the  iccond  parage,  where  is  a  retling  place. 
On  the  right  harid  there  is  an  opening  into  a  kind 
of  weSl,  wherem  nothing  is  to  Jb^. found  but  bats  ;• 
jind  you  defcendi  not  by  means  of  any  fteps,  but  by  a^ 
..yoL.  VL  M  perpen-* 
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perpendicular  pipe,  as  chimneysweepers  deicend  a 
chimney. 

At  the  extremity  of  thfs  reftin^-pkcc  begins  the 
third  'gallery,  leading  to  the  irtferior  chahiijer.  It 
runs  horizontally  in  a  itraiight  line.  Before  the  chamber 
are  fome  itoncs,  with  which  the  way  is  embarraficd, 
but  with  fome  trouble  you  furmount  that  xlvfficulty ; 
and  Bnd  that  the  infide  of  the  chamber  is  alfo  covered 
with  (tones.  This  chamber  has  a  fharp-raifed  vaults 
and  is  throughout  coated  wvth  jgranite,  once  perfe&ly 
polifhed,  but  at  prefcnt  extremely  black  with  the 
Imoke  of  the  torches  iifed  in  vifitihg  k.  Whoever 
.would  examine  the  way  through  which  they  have 
draiwn  the  (lones  into  this  roo'm,  tnuft  expoTe  himfeif 
to  the  fame  ceremony  as  is:pfadiled  inpMing  from 
the  firft  gallery  to  the  fecond;  but  few  are  willing 
to  take  chat  trouble,  ^s  it  isictiown  that  it  does  not 
reach  far,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  feen  in  it  but  i 
uiche. 

Having  vifited  the  lower  chamber,  yoii  return  » 
the  refting  placey  and  afcend  upward  by  ^ibening 
•your  feet  as  before,  till  coming  to  the  end  of  m 
jfourth  gallery  you  meet  with  a  little  platform.    Ym 
muft  afterward  begin  to  clirnbae^in  •,  but  ^bon  Ending 
anew  opening,' where  you  may >{land  iiipright,  ym 
contemplate  a  fof  t  of  little  roon^  which  ^sat  rfipft  ro 
lAore  than  &  palm's  breadth  krger  thaa  the  gtilleries, 
but  enlarges  iti'elf  afterward  on  both  fides;  tndu 
iength,  by 'ftobping  for  the  laft  time,  ybu  pafs  fhe 
remainder  of  the  ifth  gallery,  khat  leads  in  a  hori- 
zontal line  to  the  upper  chamber,  which,  lifke  tlie 
former,  is  coated  and  covcried  with  >gfeat  ftones  «f 
■^riknite.    On  the  left  Tide  is  "a  coffin  of  granite,  bf 
3ie  figure  of  a  paraifelbpipcd,  without  $iiyc>iheroroi- 
ment.    It  is  extreamly  well  lioHoWed,  iandon '  beittg 
llruck  with  a  key,  founds  like  a  tiell.     Nbur  this  c<$lfin 
you  perceive  a  very  dfcep  h^le,  inade  fiflcc  tJie  bu3d- 
it%  6f  the  j)yramia  was  finifhicid.    It  is^f  Hibftble  thkt  I 

there 
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there  was  a  cavity  underneath ;  for  it  looks  as  if  the 
pavement  had  funk  in.  In  this  chamber  are  alfo  twp 
little  paflages,  which  are  choakcd  up  with  ftonqs 
thrown  in  by  the  curious  to  know  their  depth. 

While  in  this  room  people  commonly  difcharge  9 
pifto),  which  makes  a  noilc  refembling  thunder.  You 
then  return  in  the  fame  manner  you  came,  and  with 
the  fame  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  (lones  and  fan4 
with  which  the  entrance  is  embarra0ed. 

As  foon  as  you  are  out  of  the  pyramid  you  drefs* 
wrap  yourfelf  up  warm,  and  drink  a  glafs  of  fome 
ftrong  liquor  to  prefenre  yourfelf  from  a  pleurify» 
occafioned  by  a  fudden  change  from  an  excreamiy  hot 
to  a  temperate  air.  At  length  having  regained  your 
natural  heat,  you  mount  up  to  the  top  of  the  pyra- 
mid, in  ocdcr  to  enjoy  a"  delightful  profpe6t  of  the 
country, around  it.  The  method  of  afcending  is  by 
the  angle  to  the  north-eaft  *,  and  when  the  ftcps  asc 
high,  or  one  ftep  entirely  broke  away,  you  are 
obliged  to  look  for  a  convenient  place,  where  thefteps 
are  entire,  or  a. high  ftep  is  mouldered  away  fo  as  to 
make  the  afcent  more  eafy.  On  the  top  you.perceivc, 
.as  welLas  at  the  entrance  and  in  the  chambers,  the 
names  of  abundance  of  people  who  have  at  differenc 
times  vifited  this  pyramid,  and  were  willing  to  tranfnuc 
the  memory  of  their  having  been  there,  to. posftcrity, 
Herodotus  fuppofes  that  this  pyramid  was  built  by 
Cheops  king  of  ;Egypt. 

Having  well  conlidered  this.firft  pyranud,  yau 
take  leave  of  it,  and  approach  the  fecond,.  wluch  on 
your  coming  near  it  appears  even  higher  than  the 
firft,  but  this  is  Q\idng  to  its  ftanding  on  a  iDOfe 
elevated  founjdation ;  ibr  in  other  reipe<5ts  they  are 
hath  of  the  fame  fize.  The  only  diffi:rence  is,  that 
the  fecond  is  fo  well  clofed,  that  you  fee  not.tbe  lealt 
mark  which  (hews  that  it  has. been  opened,  ,aad  that 
its  fummit  is  coated  on  the  four  fides  with  gi^nite  fo 
well  joined  and  poliihed,  that  the  boldeft  mat^wookl 
not  attempt  to  go  .1^  it. 
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On  the  eaftern  fide  you  fee  the  ruins  of  a  temple, 
'the  ftones  of  which  arc  of  a  prodigious  fize,  they 
being  fix  feet  broad  and  deep,  and  moft  of  them  16 
or  \y  feet  long,  and  fome  of  them  22  •,  the  whole 
•'building  being  180  feet  in  front,  and  160  in  depth. 
Then  dcfcending  infenfibly  you  arrive  at  the  fphynx, 
whofe  enormous  bulk  attrafts  your  admiration  ;  but 
^it  is  fcarce  pofllble  to  avoid  feeling  fome  indignation 
at  thofe  who  have  llrangely  disfigured  its  nofe.     This 
.  iphynx  is  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock ;  and  what  has 
been  thought  by  fome  to  be  joinings  of  the  ftones, 
are  only  veins  in  the  rock.     This  extraordinary  mo- 
nument is  faid  to  have  been  the  fepulchre  of  Amafis. 
k  is  about  27  feet  high.     The  lower  part  of  the  neck, 
or  beginning  of  the  breaft,  is  33  feet  wide,  and  it  is 
about  1 1 3  feet  from  the  forepart  of  the  neck  to  the 
taih     But  the  fand  is  rifen  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  top  of  the  back  is  only  fecn. 

The  third  pyramid  is  not  fo  high  as  the  two  former 
by  100 feet;  but  in  other  refpe6ts  it  refembles  them. 
<  It  is  clofed  like  the  fecond,  and  is  without  any  coating. 
On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  pyramid  was  alfo  a  temple, 
i  which  is  more  diftin^uifiiable  in  its  ruins  than  the 
.  othier  :  the  ftones  whereof  it  was  compofed  are  likc- 
:  wi%*of  a  prodigious  fize. 

.*';;r|^  fourth  pyramid  is  an  100  feet  lefs  than  the 
•.tilled,  V  It  is  without  coating,  is  clofed,  and  refembles 
the  others  -,  but  has  no  temple.  Ic  has,  however,  one 
» fingularity,  which  is,  that  jts  fummit  is  terminated  by 
.  a  fmgle  great  ftone,  .that  feems  to  have  ferved  as  a 
ipcdeftal.  It  is  befide  fituated  out  of  the  line  of  the 
•-Others,  being  a  little  more  to  the  weft, 

Thefefour  great  pyramids  arefurrounded  by  a  num- 
:  ber  that  arefmaller,  and  which  have  for  the  moft  part 
..been  opened  5  and  two  of  them  are  in  fuch  ruirts  that 
:oiie  cannot  eveadifcern  the  chamber.. 
*.  ^  [If  you  want  any  other  fubjedl  to  fatisfy  your  curi- 
Lofny,  you;need  only  approach  two  antique  bridges, 
raifed  on  a  plain  annually  ovecftpwed  by  tlie  Nile,  at 
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about  half  a  league  to  thv  eaftward  of  the  firft  pyra- 
mid, and  the  fame  diftance  from  the  mountains. 
The  firft  of  thefe  bridges  extends  north  and  fouth, 
and  the  other  eaft  and  weft.  Being  fituatcd  in  a  track 
of  country  not  more  cxpofed  to  the  waters  than  tlie 
other  plain's,  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  the  reafon  of 
their  foundation :  but  their  fabric,  and  the  infcrip- 
tions  we  find  on  them,  (hew  that  they  were  built  by 
the  Saracens.  That  which  extends  from  the  north  to 
the  fouth  has  10  arches  -,  it  is  241  feet  in  length,  and 
20  feet  4  inches  in  breadth.  They  are  built  with 
large  pieces  of  free  ftone,  and  are  raifed  22  feet  above 
the  horizon.] 

Some  time  after  I  went  to  vifit  the  pyramids  of 
Saccara,  which  are  not  10  miles  diftantfrom  thofe  of 
Gize.  On  my  arrival  at  Saccara,  which  is  a  poor 
mean  village  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  having  letters  of 
recommendation,  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  fheik, 
who,  according  to  cuftom,  fet  his  provifions  before, 
me,  and  promifed,  after  being  at  the  mpfque  at  noon, 
it  being  then  Friday,  to  accompany  me  to  the  pyra- 
mids that  were  near,  which  he  accordingly  did :  and 
that  day  and  the  two  following  I  made  my  obferva- 
tions  with  the  more  exadknefs,  as  few  perfons  have 
defcribed  any  thing  particular  liere  except  the  cata-j 
combs.  Thefe  pyramids  extend  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  are  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  in  a; 
plain,  that  feems  as  if  nature  had  contrived  it  for  that  ' 
purpofe ;  it  not  only  being  of  great  extent,  but  fo 
high,  that  it  is  never  overflowed  by  the  Nile,;  and  it^ 
appears  that  the  ancient  city  of  Memphis  extended 
almoft  to  this  place. 

One  of  thefe  pyramids  rifing  above  the  reft,  is 
called  Il-Henem-Elkebere-El-Bcirieh,  or  The  Great  Py^ 
ramid  to  the  North,  As  there  are  heaps  of  ftones 
around  it  that  have  fallen  off,  and  I  had  no  inftru-, 
ments  to  take  the  level,  I  was  obliged  to  meafgre  the 
pyramid  at  a  diftance  by  beginning  oppofite  to  the 
angles,  and  in  this  manner  found  the  north  fide  to  bcf 
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jrio  feet,  and  the  caft  Hdc  690.  The  perpendicular 
height  is  345  feet,  and  on  the  top  the  north  fide  is 
20  feet,  and  the  eaft  fide  only  15.  There  are  156 
fteps,  each  from  2  to  ^  feet  high.  This  pyramid  is 
built  of  the  fame  kind  of  frec-ftone  as  the  others  j 
but  was  cafcd  with  a  fine  hard  ftone,  which  in  fevcral 
parts  is  itill  remaining,  though  a  great  deal  is  fallen 
down.  On  the  north  fide,  about  one  third  of  the 
iK^ay  up,  is  an  entrance  3  feet  5  inchts  wide,  and  4 
ffed:  2  inches  deep.  The  ftoncs  within  arc  of  the 
height  and  breadth  of  the  entrance,  and  about  5  feet 
Jong.  We  entered  this  paflage,  which  is  ftecp,  and 
has  holes  cue  as  reds  for  the  feet  •,  but  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  we  made  our  way  for  the  laft  25  feet, 
the  paflage  being  almoft  filled  up  with  fand,  Having 
paflfed  through,  we  entered  a  room  22  feet  arid  a  half 
long,  and  11  feet  10  inches  broad-  At  the  height 
of  10  feet  6  inches  a  tier  of  (tones  projected  on  eacl^ 
|ide  5  inches  inward  ;  and  \r\  the  fame  manner  i  z  tien 
projected  one  further  than  another,  till  they  meet  at 
the  top.  To  the  weft  of  this  rpom  is  fuch  another  j 
^nd  at  the  farther  end  of  both,  in  the  middle  of  the 
fifth  and  fixth  tiers  of  ftpne,  is  a  door,  each  of  which 
le^ds  to  a  fmall  room,  as  I  was  informed  by  a  gende- 
inan  who  contrived  ^  ladder  in  order  to  get  up  to  it, 
Thefc  rooms  ^re  of  a  fmooth  white  ftone,  very  lai]gc, 
fherc  being  onjy  7  ftones  in  Jength,  and  3  or  4  in 
•width. 

About;  a  mile  to  the  fouth-eaft  is  another  great  py- 
ramid, called  the  Great  Pyramid  to  the  Sovith,  which 
i^  about  600  feet  fquare  at  the  bottom.  It  is  very  re- 
markable that  it  feems  to  incline  with  a  greater  angle 
from  the  height  of  280  feet  than  it  does  below.  It 
appears  to  h^ve  been  cafed  all  the  way  up,  and  is 
built  of  very  good  hewrt  ftone  even  within,  «  i 
Obferved  Where  the  outer  furface  is  in  fome  places 
l^roke  aWay  :  for  it  is  ruined  in  many  parts ;  bm  not 
^  as  to  render  if  po^ble  for  any  perfon  to  get  to 
•  <hci!6p.  V 
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On  a  Ipwer  ground  nearer  to  the  ead  edge  of  the 
mountain,  and  about  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the  laft 
ffieat  pyramid,  is  one  built  of  unburnc  brick,  which 
Items  to  b6  made  of  the  mud  brought  from  the  Nile  i 
it  being  of  a  fandy  black  earth,  with  fome  pebbles 
and  ihells  in  it  *,  and  mixed  up  with  chopped  draw, 
in  order  to  bind  the  clay  together  -,  as  unburnc  bricks 
are  now  made  in  E^ypt,  and  many  other  parts  of  the 
Eaft.  This  pyramid  is  much  crumbled  and  ruined. 
On  meafuring  it  I  found  it  to  be  157  feet  on  the  north 
fide,  and  210  on  the  weft;  it  being  much  broke 
away  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fides.  It  is  150  feet  high, 
and  at  the  top  meafured  43  feet  by  35.  By  what  I 
could  judge  from  its  prefent  ftate,  I  concluded  that  it 
was  built  with  5  degrees,  each  being  10  feet  broad 
and  30  deep ;  but  the  afcent  to  it  is  eafy,  as  the  bricks 
are  crumbled  away. 

The  other  pyramids  are  of  ftone,  and  of  different 
lizes  i  ail  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  may  amount  in 
the  whole  to  about  20. 

Another  day  I  went  to  fee  the  catacombs,  which 
arc  in  the  fame  plain  in  which  the  pyramids  are  fi-  'i 
tuated  i  and  was  firft  condu6ted  to  that  of  the  mum* 
mies.  The  entrance  to  it  is  by  a  kind  of  well  about 
4  feet  fquare,  and  20  feet  deep,  cut  through  a  flaty 
rock :  but  this  rock  is  covered  with  fand,  that  is  often 
moved  by  the  wind,  and  fills  up  the  holes.  How- 
ever, fome  of  thefe  wells  are  cafed  with  large  un burnt 
hricic,  33  far  as  the  depth  of  the  fand.  The  ufual 
method  of  getting  people  down  with  ropes  being  very 
painful,  I  had  provided  myfelf  with  a  rope-ladder,  by 
which  I  defcended  more  conveniently,  though  not 
if^ithout  being  ineommoded  with  the  fand  falling  from 
the  top.  There  were,  I  obferved,  holes  on  each  fide 
to  defcend  by  •,  but  moft  of  them  fcemed  worn  away, 
and  to  be  of  no  ufe.  On  being  got  to  the  bottom,  I 
found  myfelf  in  a  paffage  5  feet  wide,  and  about  ^o 
feet  long,  ^mo^  iiUed  up  with  fand :  having  got  to 
tJK  ^nd  of  it,  I  turned  down  another  p^age  on  the 
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left  hand  about  6  feet  high,  on  one  fide  of  which 
were  apartments  with  benches  about  2  feet  above  the 
floor.  On  thefe  I  fuppofe  the  mummies  were  placed  •, 
but  if  they  were  fet  upright,  there  muft  have  been 
fome  method  of  fupporting  them.  On  the  other  fide 
are  narrow  cells  juft  big  enough  to  receive  a  large 
cofiin.  At  the  end  of  this  alley  I  turned  on  my  right 
hand  into  another  which  was  narrower-,  and  on  each 
lide  were  niches,  that  feemed  defigned  for  coffins 
pkced  upright.  From  this  pafTage  are  cut  oblong 
fquare  apartments,  filled  with  the  remains  of  mum- 
mies :  and  probably  here  the  inferior  perfons  of  a 
family  were  depofited,  and  piled  upon  one  another, 
while  the  heads  of  the  families  were  placed  in  the 
niches.  Each  family  had  perhaps  originally  iis 
burial  place,  and  as  th'e  family  increafed,  they 
branched  out  thefe  fepulchral  grotts,  that  every 
defcendant  might  have  a  feparate  place  for  his  family, 
-  I  then  went  to  the  catacomb  of  the  birds,  which 
has  the  fame  kind  of  entrance,  only  it  is  about  30 
feet  deep :  The  paflage  from  it  is  about  8  feet  wide, 
and  almoft  full  of  fand.  This  catacomb  is  mucH 
more  magnificent  than  the  others,  it  being  the  fepul- 
chre  of  thofe  birds,  and  other  animals,  worfhipped 
})y  the  ancient  Egyptians ;  for  when  they  happened 
^o  find  them  dead,  they  embalmed  them,  and  wrap- 
ped them  up  with  the  fame  care  as  they  did  human 
bodies,  depofiting  them  in  earthen  vafes  covered  owet 
and  flopped  clofe  with  mortar.  In  one  of  the  irre- 
gular apartments  I  faw  larger  jars,  that  might  be  for 
jdogs  and  other  animals;  of  which  fome  haye  been 
found,  but  they  are  now  very  rare. 

Having  delcribed  thefe  catacombs,  we  fhall  now 
take  a  view  of  the  ancient  methods  obfcrved  by  the 
Egyptians  in  embalming  human  bodies.  According 
to  Herodotus,  there  were  certain  perfons  appointed 
ifor  this  bufincfs,  who  had  3  prices  according  to  the 
oeauty  of  the  workmanfhip.  In  the  moft  cfteemed 
method  of  embalming,  they  extracted  the  brains  bjr 


TRAVEL.^  through  EGYPT.      1^9 

tlic  nofe  with  a  crooked  iron,  and  then  poured  in 
drugs  i  afterward  they  opened  the  body,  took  out 
the  bowels,  walhed  the  infide  with  palm-wine ;  and, 
having  rubbed  into  it  pounded  perfumes,  filled  it 
with  myrrh,  caffiaj  and  other  fpices,  and  then  fewed 
it  up.  After  this  they  walhed  the  body  with  nitre, 
then  let  it  lie  70  days ;  and  having  wafhed  it  again, 
wound  it  up  in  fwathes  of  lineni  befmearing  it  over 
with  gums,  which  the  Egyptians  ufed  inftead  of  glue. 
The  relations  then  took  home  the  body,  and  inclofing 
it  in  the  wooden  figure  of  a  man,  placed  it  in  the 
catacortibs.  Another  method  of  embalming  was  in- 
jefting  turpentine  of  cedar  with  a  pipe  into  the  body, 
without  cutting  it :  they  then  faked  it  for  70  days, 
and  afterward  drew  out  the  pipe,  which  brought  the 
bowels  with  it  by  the  fundament.  The  nitre  dried 
up  the  fiefh,  leaving  nothing  but  fkin  and  bones. 
The  third  way  was  only  by  cleanfing  the  infide  with 
fait  and  water,  and  falting  it  for  70  days. 

From  what  Diodorus  obferves,  one  would  imagine 
that  there  was  a  way  of  preferving  the  bodies  much 
fuperior  to  either  of  the  former  •,  for,  according  to 
him,  their  eyebrows  and  eyelaflies,  with  the  form  and 
appearance  of  the  whole  body,  were  fo  well  preferved, 
that  they  might  be  known  by  their  features :  whence 
many  of  the  Egyptians  kept  the  bodies  of  their 
anceftors  in  houfes  adorned  at  a  very  great  expence; 
and  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  their  forefathers,  who 
had  been  dead  many  years  before  they  were  born, 
and  to  obferve  all  their  features  as  well  as  if  they  were 
living.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  bodies  were 
ever  difcovered  embalmed  in  this  manner. 

A  body  I  brought  from  Egypt,  when  I  returned 
to  England,  was  in  a  coffin  made  with  boards,  thd 
holes  between  which  were  filled  up  with  linen  and 
fine  plaller.  Four  folds  of  cloth  were  over  the  head, 
the  upper  one  painted  blue.     Under  thefe  was  a  com- 

dtion  about  half  an  inch  thick  of  gum  and  cloth; 
nc  by  the  heat  of  the  things  applied  to  it ;  and 

next 
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next  to  the  Oa%  was  a  coat  of  gum  or  bitumen  of  the 
thicknefs  of  a  ^tiftr.  The  hmder  part  of  the  head 
waa  filled  with  bitumen,  which  had  been  poured  in  at 
the  nofe,  and  had  penetrated  even  into  the  bone  of 
die  (kuU.  The  body  was  bound  round  with  a  ban- 
dage  made  of  linen,  about  3  quarters  of  an  inch 
broad,  under  which  were  four  folds  of  cloth,  then  a 
fwathe  two  inches  broad  •,  and  under  that  eight  differ- 
ent bandages  of  the  fame  breadth,  l&d  acrofs  fromv 
the  (houlders  to  ths  hips,  on  the  other  tide.  Jr  der 
this  was  a  cruft  of  liiK^n  about  an  in^h  ttiick,  burnt 
almoft  to  alhes,  but  (ticking  together  by  means  of 
the  gums  with  which  it  had  lx:en  fmeared.  The 
arm^  were  laid  acrofs  the  breafl:,  tt.e  right  hand  over 
the  left,  and  the  hands  lying  toward  the  face.  From 
the  hips  to  the  feef.  were  eight  bandages  %9(^  inches 
broady  one  covering  about  half  the  other ;  and  under 
theie  were  bandages  an  inch  thick,  confumed  by  time 
and  the  heat  of  the  drugs  :  but  the  outer  bandages 
did  not  feem  to  have  been  befme^red  with  gums, 
f  he  coffin  in  which  the  body  was  put  was  formed  of 
two  pieces  of  wood,  hollowed  fo  as  to  receive  the 
body»  and  being  put  together  were  faHened  with 
hfo^d  pegs  in  the  top,  fixed  in  holes  in  the  lower 
teari:.  They  were  cut  into  the  (hape  of  a  hunian 
pody,  ai  bou^  up  after  it  is  embalmed ;  ^d  both 
the^  coffin  and  body  wrapped  up  in  linen  were  covered 
Vii(h  ^  thin  {^ai^r,  and  painted. 

The  birds  in  the  laft-mentioned  catacomb  were  em* 
balcoed  nouch  19  the  fame  n>anner,  being  dipped  in 
fluins  and  aromatic  drugs,  and  bound  up  with  many 
folds  of  linen. 

I  seturned  from  vifiting  the  catacombs  fooner  than 
wa^  expe^ed ;  and  on  my  unlocking  the  door  of  the 
room  the  iheik  had  given  me  at  his  houie,  a  littk 
girl  about  .eight  years  old  ran  out  of  it  againfl  me  *, 
and  laying  hold  of  her,  (he  cried  owt -,  but  J  kt  her 
go,  it  being  here  a  great  affront  fc^r  any  one  to  lay 
tod$  Qn  ihc  im  ^x.    Q»  my  entering  the  room  I 
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fg«r  a  Hole  hiad  been  broke  through  the  cieling,  though 
it  was  ten  feet  high ;  and  I  fuppafe  the  mother  had 
kt  the  child  doifrn-  by  ^  rope^  to  rifle  my  baggage, 
^nd  to  convey  what  they  thought  proper  up  the  fame 
way  fhe  came  down.  I  had  eaught  them  in  the 
begianingy  *nd  therefore  little  was  loi^^  though 
^oubtlei's  tJMy  thought  they  (hou}d  find  treafures,  as 
(hey  imagine  the  h  ranks,  as  they  call  all  Europeans, 
^boimd  in  money.  I  was  a  little  vexed  at  this  treat* 
inent,  but  thought  it  mod  prudent  to  take  no  notice 
of  it;  and  |he  next  nioriiing  took  my  leave,  the  fbeik 
fending  a  man  to  condud  me  to  Cairo. 

Being  recommended  XQ  the  caftiif  or  governor  of 
Faiume,  who  i^as  going  into  that  province,  I  joined 
him  at  Old  Cairo*  at  the  houfe  of  Ofman  Bey,  where 
i  had  a  room  aligned  me,  and  the  cafhif  invited  me 
tofup  with  him;  when  having  brought  fome  fpirituous 
liquors  as  a  prefent  to  him,  I  took  care  that  he  fhould 
\it  fuppUed  at  fuppcr,  and  1  found  him  a  merry 
chearful  companion. 

In  the  morning  we  fct  out,  and  came  to  the  large 
village  of  Mocanan,  with  fine  plantations  of  palm- 
trees  about  it.  Proceeding  two  miles  farther  to  the 
fouth-weft»  we  reached  Metrahcnny,  where  I  obferved 
heaps  of  ruins,  and  a  mound  extending  a  mile  north 
and  fouth,  and  then  north-weft  to  the  pyramids  near 
Saccara;  which  I  conjecture  might  be  a  rampart 
thrown  up  to  defend  the  ancient  city  of  Memphis. 
We  then  paflfed  over  the  Canal  of  the  Pyramids,  and 
topping,  I  had  my  carpet  laid  at  a  diftance;  but  the 
ca(hif  invifcd  infe  to  him,  and  I  partook  with  him  of 
a  coUatiotn  of  bread,  raw  onions,  and  a  fort  of  fait 
pickled  chccfe.  After  which  we  purftied  our  jour- 
ney, and  at  lengoh  paiTed  the  night  in  a  grove  of 
palm-trees.  T^  cafhif  fent  for  me  to  come  to  him  ; 
and  I  prefoited  h'mi  the  liquor  I  had  brought,  fitting 
with  him  for  fome  time  *,  but  he  being  vifited  by  a 
^reat  iheik,  I  retired :  and  he  a^erward  fent  me  z 
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part  of  his  fupper,  which  had  been  drcfled  for  him  a^ 
a  neighbouring  village. 

The  next  day  we  afcended  Ibme  low  fandy  hills  to 
the  fouth-weft,  which  abound  with  the  Egyptian 
pebble.  We  afterward  pafled  through  an  uneven 
fandy  delart,  and  came  to  a  vale  bounded  on  the 
north  by  fmall  hills  made  up  of  large  oyfter-Ihells, 
with  a  very  little  red  clay  between.  Thofe  on  the 
furface  were  not  at  all  changed  •,  but  many  below, 
and  in  the  plain,  are  petrified.  We  at  length  arrived 
at  Tamiea,  at  the  end  of  the  defart,  where  a  canal 
runs  into  the  lake  Maeris.  The  Arabs  who  came  out 
to  meet  the  Cafhif  exercifcd  themfelves  all  the  way  on 
horfeback,  by  purfuing  each  other  with  the  pike. 
When  one  has  the  advantage  over  another  he  engages 
him  ;  he  then  turns  (horr,  and  rides  away,  the  other 
purfuing  him  till  he  finds  an  opportunity  to  ftrike, 
and  then  he  runs  off  in  the  fame  manner.  Coming 
at  laft  to  the  large  village  of  Sennours,  we  went  to 
the  houfe  of  the  governor  of  the  place,  where  a  great 
fupper  was  prepared  for  the  cafhif.  A  coarfe  brown 
woollen  cloth  being  fpread  over  the  whole  length  of 
the  room,  cakes  of  bread  were  laid  all  round  it,  and 
about  ten  diflies,  repeated  fix  or  leven  times,  were 
placed  all  along  the  room  -,  as  a  fmall  fheep  boiled 
whole,  a  roafted  lamb,  pilaw,  fowls  roafted,  many 
dilhes  of  ftewed  meat,  fweet  flummery,  meat  roafted 
in  fmall  pieces,  and  the  like.  At  the  head  of  the 
table  fat  the  calhif,  with  the  great  people  by  him : 
I  might  have  fat  among  them,  but  I  kept  my  feat  on 
the  fopha ;  and  when  the  perfon  on  the  calhif  *s  right 
hand  arofe,  the  cafhif  called  me  to  take  his  place,  and 
(hewed  me  great  civility.  It  is  cuftomary  for  every 
one  as  foon  as  he  has  done  to  get  up,  walh  his  hands, 
and  take  a  draught  of  water  :  thus  there  is  a  continual 
fucceflion,  till  at  lail  the  poor  come  in,  and  eat  what 
is  left}  for  the  Arabs  never  fet  by  any  thing  that 
comes  to  their  tables.  When  they  kill  a  Iheep  thev 
:ii'^  drels 
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drefs  it  all,  call  in  their  neighbours,  and  afterward 
live  on  bread  and  their  other  mean  fare.  In  the 
morning  we  had  a  grand  collation  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, confiding  of  the  beft  fort  of  bread  made  with 
butter,  honey,  fried  eggs,  green  cheefe,  and  other 
things.  • 

We  were  now  in  the  fertile  province  of  Arfinoc, 
faid  to  be  the  fined  fpot  in  all  Egypt,  and  the  only 
part  which  naturally  produces  olives.  But  though 
the  people  might  make  the  moft  excellent  oil,  what 
they  make  has  an  ill  tafte ;  whic^  is  probably  owing 
to  their  letting  the  olives  hang  too  long,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  greater  quantity  of  oil. 

We  now  purfued  our  journey,  and  reached  Faiume, 
after  pafling  through  the  ruins  6f  the  ancient  Arfinoe, 
and  croflfmg  a  bridge  over  a  large  canal  that  runs 
along  the  north  fide  of  the  new  town. 

Faiume  is  the  rcfidence  of  the  ca(hif,  or  governor 
of  the  province :  it  is  about  two  miles  in  compals, 
and  is  very  ill  built,  chiefly  of  unburnt  bride  Here 
live  feveral  rich  people  who  have  villages  belonging 
to  them;  and  alfa  60  Arabs  who  have  the  title  of 
iheiks,  with  one  at  their  head,  who  is  a  perfon  of 
great  intereft;  and  thefe  all  goto  the  divan  of  the 
cadi,  which  is  held  twice  a-week.  The  inhabitants 
have  here  a  manufafture  of  the  n^ats  they  lay  on  the 
floors  of  their  rooms.  They  are  alfo  famous  fdr 
making  rofe-water,  which  is  ufed  in  many  things 
they  ear,  as  well  as  to  throw  on  the  guefts  before  thv^ry 
offer  the  incenfe.  They  are  like  wife  faid  to  make 
coarfe  cloths,  and  cheap  ftuffs  •,  to  prepare 'leather, 
and  to  make  the  leathern  bags  in!  which  they  carry 
water  on  the  backs  of  camels.  The  Fraricifcans  of 
the  convent  of  Jerufalem,  who  here  go  under  tlie 
denomination  of  phyficians,  have  a  frrtaM'  convent, 
and  the  Copti  have  a  church  four  miles  off,  though 
there  are  many  Chriftians  in  the  town.  There  are 
vineyards  about  two  leagues  to  the  weft,  where  th&e 
Chriftis^ns  make  very  good  white  .wine.  They  have 
•^  likewife 
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iikewiie  fine  raiiias;  and  the  MAhonseQiiiS  in^e/i 
fyrup  of  the  juice  cf  the  gn^pc  by  iboiliii  it :  this  is 
brought  to  the  cable,  and  is  very  ^reeable  focnl.  I 
hid  here  an  aparttnem  jn.tbe  caihifs  bpMfe}  ::and  his 
people  ^per^uaded  one,  to  i^od  back  ndy-horfqs,  pro- 
mifing  that  I  fhouid  be  well  fupplied :  but  I  was-s^(er- 
ward  obliged  to  hire  very  bad  iiori^es^tfan  ^^fravagant 
price.  I  ^M  daily;  furm^ed  with  |>FOvi(ions  in  my 
own  room,  and  ioaaecvnes  the  ciQ^km  |br  n^  jko 
dine  with  him;  when  the  .drams  rw^m  cf^tifully 
round  while  we  were  eating,  .andihejdiyerjcyi'hiQiitlf 
with  jefting  with  two  or  three  who  ieenif^.tc.^e  ,with 
him  as  dependants,  expe6bi<^  fome  <|ittie : govern- 
ment :  for  when  the  Tvvks  are  in  jfmy^^,  -tlt^ey  lay 
afide  their  gravity,  and  areasiwerf  yA#s  |t:herSiw<9peafis. 
While  I  was  here  it  hailed. and  i:a^d.alm0fl;#j^ 
morning,  and  likewife  rained  veFy.ha<iKl:$henfolk»wing 
night;  which  the  people  >were.ro|arolfpm  cf^i^^ering 
as  any  advantage,  diat  they  lOld  -me  rain  caufes 
fcarcity,  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile :  bf^rj>g^(ufiicient 
to  water  the  country.  There,  are  atbonttl^s  ;Cawn  no 
other  remains  of  the  itncient.  city  of  «/Vrf}noe,  .but  great 
heaps  of  ruins. 

On  my  leaving  Fittunig,  I  proeeede-dtto :,*he  iomh- 
weft;  and  at  about  three  miles  ditooeiroin  that 
town,  came  to  i  a  very  remarJtablejobQli^  jpf  ned 
^anite,  called  ;the  piUar  of  BHige,  fmm  the  yillage 
of  Bijige  near  it.  It  meafures vrourifeet  %WQ  ineibe$  on 
the  north  fide,  land  XiXv^t  fiX)  iochea  m  the  eaft: 
it  is  43  feet  high,  and  .each.6(ie  is  idiyjded.ibytfe 
into  three  <x>kiinns,  each  of » whish  js  M^d .  with 
Jiicroglyphics.  This  .cibdtik  -is :  nawf  h  jikcayf d  all 
;round  for  ten  £eet  hi^ ;  and  the  n^eft  idt  k  almoit 
entirely  defaced. 

We  now  proceeded  moftlyiiirouglvgPOVCScOf  youflg 
rpalm-trecs;;  and  obierved  jabout  the.  cp^ntry  feyeol 
-vineyards,  the  .vines  of  which  jiare. d^^iE^driii!  a  ivojy 
^particular  maimer :  we  then^piifled.  byifioro  i9eids»,aiKl 
«fiorv«rdovec  AiocultiKatcdiaods  »7aodi^ing:£C(i0bd  I 

the 
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^diy  bed  of  a  canal,  came  to  another  canid  called 
Battr-Jofeph,  which  rurvs  imo  the  lake  Mteris.  It 
IS  loO  yards  broad,  with  clifts  on  tlie  «aft  fide,  at 
let^  40  ^t  high,  and  on  the  weft  about  go :  though, 
it  ^^s  tibom  50  feet  broad,  it  was  then  very  fhallow. 
The  coiintiy  to  the  weft  is  called  Nede,  where  the 
harveft  is,  I  believe,  forwarder' than  in  any  part  <^ 
Egypt  i  for  oti  the  i6th  of  February,  I  have  feea 
barley  of  that  year  cut  and  threftied. 

On  lily  entering  the  large  village  of  Nefle,  which 
Is  elofe  by  the  Nile,  I  went  to  the  fbeik's  houfi^ 
i^ltich  is  built 'about  a  court,  and  has  a  round  turret 
at  the  north-weft  corner,  with  cannon  for  its  defence. 
I  had  a  'letter  from  the  caftiif  to  the  fiieik ;  but  he  not 
teirig  at  'home,  one  of  the  chief  Arabs  agreed  for 
dbout  €he  price  of  thrte  guineas,  to  furntfti  me  with 
four  Arabs  on  horfeback,  and  a  camel  to  carry  water 
ind  provifions.  We  fet  forward  about  four  the  next 
mdi'ning,  and  pvocecding  about  two  hours  to  the 
Tiotth-weft,  took  a  fupply  of  freih  water.  From  Chat 
j)lace  'the  fandy  plain  begins  i  and  pafliBg  over  it  we 
^length  faw  at  agreati^ance  fome  remains  of  the 
Simple  ^f  the  Labyrinth ;  and  being  about  a  league 
'ftomk,  c^ierved  feveral  heaps  of  ruins  covered  with 
'4bhd,  and  Ihany  ftones  all  at^und^  as  if  fome  great 
'bttilding  had  been  there.  This,  which  is  cailled  the 
^ofi^n  6f  Caroon,  Teemed  to  have  been  of  a  con- 
fiderable  breadth  from  the  eaft  to  weft,  and  the 
bttlldihgs  ektendjcd  on  each  fide  toward  the  north,  to 
'Ihel^e  "Mlsiis  and  the  temple.  This  without  doubt 
k^the-fpot  where  once  ftood  the  famous  Labyrinth* 
irhich  Herodotus  lays,  was  built  by  the  twelve  kings 
•ef^^pt,  when  the  government  was  divided  into 
i^elfe  parts,  as  fo  many  palaces  for  them  to  meet  in, 
'^dmnfiit  the  affairs  of  ftateand  religion.—"  Of 
^is^'Labyfindi,  he  adds,  there  are  twelve  faloons,'Or 
cohered  courte,  with  'gates  oppofite  to  each  other,  fix 
#ward  tlie  -  inbrth,  and  fix  toward  the  <  fouth  in  coa- 
-tiiMled  lines.  '  They  a^  -furrounded  by  the  fame  out- 
4  ward 
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ward  wall.  The  apartments  are  on  two  floors,  the 
one  under  ground,  and  the  other  over  them :  3000 
in  all,  each  coniifting  of  1 500.  Thofe  above  ground 
I  myfclf  have  feen  and  gone  through,  fo  that  I  fpeak 
from  my  own  knowledge ;  but  thofe  beneath  being 
the  fepulchres  of  the  kings,  and  of  the  facred  croco- 
diles,  the  rulers  of  the  Egyptians  were  by  no  means 
willing  to  fhew  them.  The.  upper  apartments  I 
myfelf  faw  to  be  greater  than  any  other  human  works  j 
for  the  outlets  at  the  top,  and  the  various  windings 
through  the  faloons,  gave  me  infinite  furprize  as  I 
pafled  from  a  faloon  into  apartments,  and  from  apart- 
ments into  bed-chambers,  and  into  other  rooms  out 
of  the  bed-chambers,  and  from  apartments  into 
faloons.  The  roof  of  the  whole  is  ftone  as  well  as  the 
walls.  The  latter  are  adorned  with  fculpture:  each 
faloon  has  a  periftyle  of  white  (lones  admirably  joined 
together.  Quite  clofe  to  the  line,  where  the  labyrinth 
terminates,  is  a  pyramid  of  240  feety  on  which  large 
animals  are  engraven :  the  way  into  the  pyramid  is. 
under  ground."— This  is  the  account  given  of  it  by 

'Herodotus.  It  was  fo  extraordinary  a  building,  that 
Dcedalus  came  to  Egypt  on  purpofe  to  fee  it,  and 
built  the  labyrinth  in  Crete  for  king  Minos  on  the 
model  of  this.  But  little  is  now  to  be  feen  of  thefc 
boafted  pieces  of  art,  but  heaps  of  ruins,  broken 
pillars,  fhattered:  walls,  and  cornices,  many  of  which 
are  of  a  kind  of  brown  marble. 

«  Going  over  the  fpot,  where  this  magnificent  ftruG-  | 
ture  once  ftood,  I  came  to  the  foundation  of  an  oblong 
fquare  building  formed  of  a  reddifh  ftone  or  marbk. 
Some  femicircular  pilafters  placed  upon  it, ,  have  only 
one  hewn  ftone  at  the  bottom,  and  all  the  .remains  of 
the  edifice  above  are  of  brick  plaiftercd  over.  What- 
ever this  building  was.  It  feems  to.haye  been  repaired 
in  this  rough  manner.-  More  to.  the  eaft  are  the 
remains  of  an  oblong  fquare  edifice  of  white  hewn 
ftone  plaiftered  over,  with  a  fort  of  bafe  and  plintli 
ranging  round.    Near  this  is  a  par^Qplar  fort  of  ruftic 
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building,  that  fecms  to  have  be  a  a  gate.  At  length 
we  came  to  feme  remains  of  the  grand  ftrudlure  itfclf, 
which  is  now  called  Cafr  Caroon,  or  the  caftle  of 
Caroon.  It  had  a  portico  of  ruftic  work,  which  is 
almoft  entirely  dellrovcd*  it  being  no  where  above 
fix  feet  high.  The  front  is  more  ruined  than  any 
other  partk  The  upper  ftory  in  the  middle  is  fallen 
down :  but  in  the  other  parts  there  are  4.4  tiers  of 
ftone,  each  nine  inches  deep,  and  confequcntly  it  is 
there  33  feet  high  :  there  arc  figns  of  a  cornice  rang- 
ing round,  with  fume  ornaments  of  fculpture.  In  the 
length  of  this  buildings  are  four  rooms,  with 
door  places  crowtied  with  double  cornices,  together 
with  ornaments  of  the  winged  globe ;  and  over  each 
is  a  work  like  a  falfe  door,  ornamented  with  double 
cornices,  and  one  of  them  adorned  with  fculpturcs  of 
hawks.  In  a  falfe  door  on  each  fide  of  the  entrance 
to  an  inner  room  below,  is  a  niche  cut  with  a  fhell  at 
the  top,  and  there  are  feveral  fmall  niches  in  the  fides 
of  the  walls  of  the  other  apartments.  There  are 
many  ftones  ftattered  about  the  plain  near  the  build- 
ing, among  which  are  feveral  round  ones  that  feem 
to  havecompofed  the  (hafts  of  columns. 

Having  taken  a  full  view  of  thefe  ruins,  I  returned 
to  Faiume  *,  and  from  thence  fet  out  with  a  caravan 
for  Cairo.      . 

As  t  had  taken  the  rcfolution  to  fail  on  the  Nile 
into  Upper  Egypt,  the  conful  procured  letters  from 
the  great  (heik  Ofman  Bey,  the  head  and  protestor 
of  the  Arab  race,  to  the  bey  of  Girge,  the  prince 
of  Akmim,  and  the  great  fheik  of  Fourfhout.  I 
made  provifion  as  for  a  long  voyage,  purchafmg  a 
quantity  of  tobacco,  rice,  coffee,  foap,  red  (hoes, 
and  other  things  for  prefertts,  not  forgetting  arms 
and  ammunition  for  our  defence.  I  had  the  happi- 
ncfs  to  meet  with  a  boat  belonging  to  the  prince  of 
Akmim,  and  to  be  recommended  to  Malim  Soliman, 
who  was  going  in  it.  This  was  a  very  v»'orthy  Coptic 
for  whom  I  ftiall  always  hive  the  utmoft  regard.     He 
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kad  the  principal  manajrement  of  the  affairs  of  that 
prince,  though  he  would  never  accept  of  any  office 
under  him.  It  was  thought  proper  that  I  (hould  take 
upon  me  a  name  fanuliar  to  the  people:  fo  it  was 
agreed  I  (hould  be  called  Joleph,  with  Malim,  or 
Mafter,  the  ufual  title  given  to  Chriftians  in  this 
country.  I  had  alib  let  irjy  b«ard  grow,  and  aflumed 
the  habit  ot'  a  Copri,  with  the  black  gown  of  cere- 
mony, and  had  a  large  blue  and  white  handkerchief 
looic  about  my  neck,  hanging  down  before ;  and  on 
other  occafions  a  (heec  of  the  fame  kind,  brought 
roun'd  my  body  and  ever  my  head.  Befidc,  I  hatl 
the  blue  garment  or  (hirt,  which  is  put  on  over  all, 
to  go  out  with  at  any  time  in  difguife  with  the  boat- 
men. In  this  manner  I  fet  out  with  my  fcrvant  and 
dragoman,  or  interpreter,  on  the  6rli  of  December 
1737,  when  I  embarked  in  a  fmall  hired  boat,  and  at 
night  came  up  to  the  great  boat  at  Turphaicr,  which 
is  on  the  iOand  that  1  fuppofe  to  be  the  great  ifle  of 
Heraclcopolrs,  made  by  a  canal  crofling  from  the 
Nile  to  tJTe  old  bed  of  that  river  under  the  hills.  The 
great  boatss  fuch  as  this  in  which  wc  embarked, 
have  a  maft  about  the  middle,  apd  another  toward 
the  prow.  Part,  of  the  boat  is  covered  with  matting, 
by  means  of  poles  fct  upright,  with  others  tied  acrofs 
at  the  top  of  them  -,  under  which  flielter  the  people 
fit,  and  in'the. night  talce  their  repofe. 

On  the  8th,  having  little  wind,  wc  went  alhoreon 
the  ea(V,  at  the  convent  of  St.  Anthony.  Tiiere,  as 
in  moll  of  the  monalteries  in  Egypt,  the  priefts  are 
feculars,  and  live  in  the  conventwith  their  wives  ami 
chjidren.  Several  of  them  were  employed  in  carrying 
liones  to  repair  their  convene-,  and,  taking  us  for 
oi7icers  who  cair.e  to  d(?mand  tl^e  poll-tax,  told  us, 
on  our  alking  how  many  there  were  of  them,  that 
there  were  no  more  than  we  faw  :  but  on  our  unde- 
ceiving them,  shey  fliewcd  us  their  convent,  which 
*s  walUd  round,  to  defend  them  frotn  robbers. 

On 
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On  the  14th  we  had  a  good  ^ind,  and  pafTing  by 
Minis,  the  rcfidencc  of  the  cafhif  of  the  province  of 
that  name,  came  up  with  the  ruins  of  the  city  of 
Antinoopolis,  built  by  Hadrian  in  honour  of  An- 
tinous  his  favourite,  who  was  drowned  there  j  buK 
now  called  Enfineh.  It  is  faid  that  the  city  was  three 
or  four  miles  round.  Among  thefe  ruins  I  faw  ftill 
Handing  a  large  pillar  with  a  Corinthian  capital,  an 
the  top  of  which  was  a  fquare  ftone,  that  was  pro- 
bably to  fet  fome  ftatue  upon.  I  had  alfo  a  view  of 
a  very  fine  gate  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  of  ex- 
cellent workmanfhip.  Near  this  place  is  a  village  of 
Chriftians  called  Ebadie,  whofe  greateft  fecurity 
among  fuch  bad  neighbours  feems  to  be  a  notion  that 
has  prevailed,  that  no  Mahometan  can  live  there. 

We  failed  on,  and  all  the  way  from  Souadi  tq 
Manfalouth  obferved  grottos  cut  in  the  mountains* 
[once  the  abode  of  hermits,  but  occupied  at  prefent 
by  a  fort  of  Arabs,  who  follow  the  profellion  of 
pirates  upon  the  Nile.  In  different  places  of  thefe 
rocks,  the  echoes  are  fo  diftind  that  not  a  fingle 
lyllable  is  loft. 

The  mofques  of  Manfalouth  give  it  a  beautiful 
appearance  at  a  diftance.  The  adjacent  country  is 
very  fertile,  and  we  find  there  all  forts  of  fruit  in 
abundance.  Oppofite  this  town,  on  the  eaftern 
border  of  the  Nile,  there  is  a  Copti  convent  ablblutely 
inacceffible.  Thofe  that  would  enter  it  are  obliged 
to  get  thenilelves  raifed  up  in  a  balker,  by  means  oF  a 
pulley  i  from  whence  it  has  obtained  tlie  nairie  of  the 
Pulley  Convent.] 

On  the  15th  we  pafled  by  Sciout,  about  two  miles 
frotn  the  river,  which  I  went  to  on  mv  return.  7'his 
lluppofd  to  be  Anta^opolis,  the  capital  of  a  province 
of  that  name,  fo  cal.ed  from  Antasus,  who  was  over- 
come by  Hercules. 

Near  a  mile  to  the  wefl:  of  the  river  we  faw  Aboutig, 
which  is  a  tolerably  large  town,  and  a  bifhop's  fee  :  th;5 
was  perhaps  the  fiypleje  of  the  ancients.     Near  the 

N  2         *  town 


i8o      POCaCTCE  and  NORDEN's 

town  was  encamped  an  Arabian  (heik  who  commands 
this  country.  1  hefe  governors  often  go  round  their 
territories,  encamping  near  towns  and  villages,  in 
many  of  which  they  have  houfes,  in  order  to  collcfl 
their  tribute,  which  moftly  confids  in  cattle.  In  the 
evening  we  came  to  Gaua-Kiebre,  where  is  a  very 
beautiful  portico  of  a  itemple,  containing  i8  pillan 
in  three  rows :  thefc  have  a  very  Hngular  kind  of 
capital ',  and  the  Ihafts  of  the  pillars  are  enriched  with 
hieroglyphics,  executed  in  a  more  mafterly  manner 
than  any  I  have  feen  in  H^ypt.  It  appears  to  have 
been  a  very  magniBcent  building,  not  only  from  the 
portico,  but  from  the  vaft  (lones  that  are  feen  about 
It.  On  the  1 6th  we  came  to  the  territories  of  the 
prince  of  Akmim,  which  begin  at  Raigny.  Near 
this  place  is  the  grotto  of  the  famous  ferpent  called 
Heredy,  mentioned  by  travellers. 

[This  grotto  is  the  tomb  of  a  pretended  Turkilh 
faint,  and  is  adorned  with  a  cupola  raifed  above  the 
mountain.  I'he  Arabs  afBrm  that  iheik  Heredy, 
having  died  in  this  place,  was  buried  here,  and  that 
God,  by  a  particular  favour,  transformed  him  into  a 
ferpent  that  never  dies}  but  heals  difeafes,  and 
beltows  favours  on  all  who  implore  his  aid.  It 
appears,  however,  that  this  miraculous  ferpent  makes 
fome  diilindion  of  perfons,  and  is  much  more  pro- 
pitious toward  the  great  lords,  than  toward  the  infe- 
rior  people.  If  a  (heik  is  attacked  with  any  diforder, 
the  ferpent  has  the  complaifance  to  fuffer  himfelf  to 
be  carried  to  his  houfe  •,  but  a  perfon  of  the  common 
rank  mull  not  only  fhew  a  defire  of  his  vifiting  him, 
and  make  a  vow  to  recompenfe  him  for  his  trouble  •, 
but  fend  afpotlefs  virgin  on  the  important  embaffy: 
for  the  fair  alone  can  have  any  influence  on  him  •,  and 
if  her  virtue  fliould  be  the  leaft  fullied,  he  would  be 
inexorable.  On  her  entering  into  his  prefence  (he 
mak  es  him  a  compliment,  and  with  the  mod  humble 
fubmilTjon,  intreats  him  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  carried 
to  the  perlbn  who  wants  his  a(rillance,^    The  (erpent, 
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who  can  refufc  nothing  to  female  virtue,  begins  at 
jirft  with  moving  its  tail  ^  the  virgin  redoubles  her 
intreaties,  and  at  length  thr  reptile  fprings  up  to  her 
neck,  places  irfelf  in  her  boibm,  and  there  remains 
quiet,  while  it  is  carried  in  ftgre  in  rhe  midft  of  loud 
acclamations  to  the  houfr  of  the  perfon  who  difparched 
the  ambafladrefs.  No  fooi>f r  is  it  brought  into  the 
room,  than  the  patient  begins  to  find  himlclf  relieved. 
Yet  this  miraculous  phyfician  does  not  withdraw;  for 
he  is  very  willing  to  remain  fome  hours  with  the 
patient,  if  during  the  whole  time  they  take  care  to 
regale  his  priefts,  or  his  faints,  who  never  quit  him. 
All  this  goes  on  marvelloufly  well,  provided  no  dif- 
believer  or  Chnftian  comes-,  for  his  prefence  would 
difturb  the  fcaft ;  and  the  fcrpcnt,  who  would  per- 
ceive him,  would  immediately  difappear.  In  vain 
would  they  fearch  for  him  j  he  is  no  where  to  be 
found }  and  (hould  he  even  have  been  carried  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  Nile,  he  would  be  able  to  return  in- 
vifibly  to  the  tomb.  In  fhort,  the  Arabs  boldly 
aflert,  that  if  this  ferpent  was  cut  in  pieces,  the  parts 
would  join  again  upon  the  fpot,  and  that  this  attempt 
could  not  put  an  end  to  his  life,  fince  it  was  deftined 
to  be  immortal. 

The  Chriftians,  who  claim  a  fuperior  degree  of 
wifdom  to  the  Arabs,  very  pioufly  believe  that  this 
pretended  faint  is  the  Devil  himfelf,  who,  by  the  juft 
judgment  of  God,  is  permitted  to  miOead  this  blind 
and  ignorant  people }  and  they  are  confirmed  in  this 
belief,  by  a  tradition  that  it  was  to  this  place  the 
angel  Raphael  banilhed  the  devil  Afmodi,  Tobic 
viii.  3.  That  a  ferpent  is  there,  cannot'  be  denied ; 
but  he  undoubtedly  dies  like  other  ferpents,  and  tho 
priefts  fubftitute  another  of  the  fame  kind  in  his  room. 
Were  they  indeed  to  cut  the  ferpent  in  pieces,  and 
were  the  parts  feen  to  join  again,  it  might  be  efteem- 
edan  inconteftible  proof  of  its  immortality  1  but  they 
could  never  be  brought  to  that.  The  virginity  of 
the  ambalTadrefs  is  fecured  by  her  being  fo  young  as. 
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to  be  free  from  fufpicion;  and  ferpents  arc  known  to 
be  atcrafted  by  certain  odours  and  herbs,  w,ith  which 
the  girl  may  be  rubbed,  at  lead  Ihe  is  adorned  with 
chaplets  and  garlands  of  flowers,  in  which  they  take 
care  not  to  forget  fuch  as  are  agreeable  to  the  ftrpent. 
In  fhort,  if  it  be  afked  how  it  is  pofTible  that  it  fliould 
difappear  from  the  figlit  of  fo  many  people,  I  anfwer, 
that  it  is  fufficient  to  conceive  that  thefe  priells  arc 
excellent  jugglers;  and  whoever  has  leen  the  tricks 
daily  played  by  the  mountebanks  in  the  great  fquare 
before  the  caftle  of  Cairo,  muft  have  been  ftruck  with 
feats  much  more  remarkable  than  this.] 

On  the  17th  we  arrived  at  Akmim,  which  is  about 
a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  river,  fituated  on  a  fmall 
eminence  that  feems  to  have  beenraifed  by  art,  and  a 
qanal  from  the  Nile  cncompafles  moft  part  of  the 
tx)wn.  This  1  liippofe  to  be  FanopoHs>  anciently  fa- 
mous for  workers  in  ftone,  and  for  the  linen  manu- 
fafture.  At  prefent  the  inhabitants  make  coarfe 
cpttofis.  ■  .;     ,        , 

I  was  at  Akmiqi  at  Chriftmas,  and  fat  up-  almoft 
jdl  the  night  of  the  eve  of  that  feftival  to  fee  the 
(j^opti  ceremonies  in  the  Rprnan  chufch  ;  for  though 
they  are  converts  to  the  church  of  Rome,  they  retain 
tjieir  own  ceremonies,  and  only  make  fome  few  alter- 
ations in  part  of  their  prayers.  As  foon  as  the  fervice 
was  ended,  which  was  not  before  day,  I  had  a  mef- 
f|ige  from  Malim  Soliman,  that  I  muft  pafs  the  whole 
day  with  him  •,  accordingly  I  went  to  his  houfe,  and 
coffee  being  ferved,  we  all  found  it  neceffary  to  take 
fome  reft  on  account  of  the  fatigue  of  the  preceding 
night.  At  noon  a  great  dinner  was  ferved  up  in  an 
open  furtimer-houfe.  There  were  25  dilhes,  which 
moftly  con  lifted  of  rich  foups,  and  a  fort  of  ragoo*, 
pigeons,  and  fowls  ftufied  with  rice,  and  roaft  lamb. 
Iwas  the  only  peribn  at  the  table  ferved  with  a  plate, 
or  that  had  a  knife  and  fork.  His  fons-in-law,  with 
fome,  other  of  his  relations,  waited  at  table ;  for  fo 
great  a  fubordi nation  is  obfcrvcd  throughout  all  the 
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eaft,  with  regard  t6  different  degrees  and  (lations, 
that  fotts  and  inferioir  relations  never  fit  before  their 
parents,  unlefs  they  are  feveral  times  dbfired  to  do  it. 
Firft,  a- very  rich  drarti  was  ferved ;  and  at  dinner, 
fome  wine  of  which  1  had  made  hidi  a  prefent,  was 
ffiven  round.  After  ,ve  had  drank  coffee,  we  walked 
out  of  the  town  to  fee  his  garden,  where  we  had 
colfee  again,  and  then  returned  to  his  lioiife.  After 
fupper  he  afked  me  if  I  wouU  lie  there  Or  at  the  con- 
vent. Thus  the  day  was  palled  in  the  manner  of  9 
Turkifh  vilit ;  every  thing  being  far  beyond  whatever 
the  Arabs  pretend  to. 

I  alfo  went  a  fecond  time  to  fee  the  prince  *,  who 
faid,  he  wondered  he  hid  feen  mc  but  once  :  he  even 
dcfired  me  to  make  his  houfe  my  own,  and  to  com- 
mand what  I  plea  fed. 

I  here  agreed  for  i  boat  and  four  men  to  go  up 
with  me  to  the  cdcaraiS:,  and  back  again,  paying  them 
about  the  value  of  half  a  Crown  a  day,  witn  a  certain 
quantity  of  corn  ancl  lentils  by  the  month,  and  finding 
them  in  coffee.  Indeed  I  afterward  f:)und  that  thef 
expeded  to  have  a  Ihare  of  ev^ry  thing  I  had  -,  for  ic 
is  the  nature  of  the  Arabs  to  defire  whatever  they  fee. 
When  we  had  agreed,  the  Copcis  who  were  prcfent, 
according  to  their  cuftom,  i'aid  a  prayer.  Maiim 
Soliman  and  fome  other  friends  attended  me  to  thp 
boat  -,  and  his  fcrvants  brought  mc  a  prefent  of  a  larp-^ 
balket  of  bread,  fome  fine  cakes,  and  a  (beep.  Ac 
parting  the  Coptis  faid  a  prayer,  and  wifhed  mc  a  iai'e 
return,  that  we  might  again  pray  together. 

I  left  Akmim  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  in 
fome  time  came  to  Menfhech,  a  poorUl  built  town, 
about  a  mile  in  compfafs :  but  to  the  fputh  of  it-there 
are  confiderable  marks  of  a  great  city.\  This  fccnis  ro 
have  been  Ptolemais,  mentioned  by  Sfrabo,  as  the 
greateft  city  in  the  Thebaid.  The  prince  of  Akmit^n 
having  written  to  an  officer  of  the  tov/n  to  give  mc 
Ibme  letters  for  Affouan,  I  waited  on  him  with  a  prc- 
km  of  rice  and   foap,    which  arc  here  acceptable: 

N  4  he 
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he  entertained  me  very  civilly  at  his  houfe,  and  gav« 
me  letters  to  his  friends  at  Aflbiian.  I  afterward  went 
to  fee  the  maimer  of  the  yeflcl  in  which  1  came  frorn 
Cairo,  who  had  invited  me  to  his  houfe,  He  entcr-r 
tained  me  with  co^ee,  and  a  hot  (harab,  as  they  call 
it,  made  with  fugar  and  gineer ;  but  people  of  fu- 
perior  rank  ufe  cinnamon,  and  drink  it  like  tea,  We 
fat  round  a  pan  of  coals,  and  thr^^e  Mahometans  fung 
Arabian  fongs,  beating  time  with  their  hands,  9fii 
playing  on  a  tambour. 

[I  went  to  the  bazar,  and  found  it  better  flirni0ied 
than  thofe  I  had  met  with  elfewhere.     Indeed  the 
barques  ufually  flopping  here  contribute  to  render 
this  a  place  of  trade,  and  commodities  are  brought 
thither  every  market  day,   becaufe  the  people  are 
always  fure  of  felling  them.     The  town  has  ^  mofque, 
and  iikewile  a  very  large  church-yard,  where  one  may 
obferve  the  different  monuments  with  which  they 
honour  the  memory  of  the  dead,     This  laft  diftinc- 
tion  it  owes  to  the  height  of  its  fituation,  which  in- 
duces the  people  to  bring  thither  the  dead  of  aU  the 
neighbouring  places,  that  they  m?iy  not  be  expofcd 
to  the  annual  inundation  of  the  Nile.     As  I  was  walk- 
ing in  the  bazar,  I  met  with  two  of  their  pretended 
faints,  whom  the  market  had  drawn  thither:  they 
were  entirely  naked,  and  ran  like  madmen  through 
the  ilreets,  fhaking  their  heads,  and  crying  out  with 
all  their  might,     A  courtezan  was  alfo  there  5  her  fac^ 
and  bofom  were  unveiled,  and  her  (hift  was  white, 
whereas  that  of  other  women  is  blue.    Her  head, 
neck,  arms,  and  legs,  were  adorned  with  abundance 
of  trinkets ;  but  ^11  thefe  embelliihments  did  no( 
charaftcrjfe  her  fo  well  as  her  impudent  air,   and 
lafcivious  geftures.    One  would  think  that  thefe  fort 
pf  women  muft,  in  all  countries,  have  a  common 
jnark  of  diftindlion :  this,  however,  h^d  an  extraor- 
dinary one,  which  was,  that  fhe  infinitely  exceeded  all 
Other?  in  uglinefst 
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The  Chriftian  Copti,  as  alfo  the  profelytes  de  Pro^ 
faganda^  have  in  this  town,  and  even  through  all  the 
(dominions  of  the  prince  of  Akmim,  very  great  privi- 
leges ;  they  are  not  afraid  here  to  ftrike  a  MuiTulman ; 
though  in  other  places  they  cannot  do  it  without  run- 
ning the  rilkof  being  murdered.] 

The  next  day  we  purfued  our  voyage,  and  after 
fome  time  had  high  rocky  hills  to  the  ea^  that  are 
jiimQft  perpendicular,  in  which  there  are  many 
grotcos.  We  foon  reached  Girge,  on  the  weft  5  this 
js  the  capital  of  Said  or  Upper  Egypt :  it  is  near  two 
piijes  in  compafs,  and  is  pretty  well  built.  The  fan- 
giack  or  governor  of  Egypt  relides  here.  I  went  to 
the  ponvent  of  (he  Francifcan  miflfionaries,  who  pafs 
for  phyficians,  but  have  privately  a  church,  and  about 
1 50 converts;  but  they  are  frequently  in  great  dan- 
ger from  the  infolence  of  the  foldiers,  fo  that  they 
have  been  two  or  three  times  forced  to  fly,  and  their 
houfe  has  been  plundered.  I  was  conduced  by  one 
pf  the  fathers  to  the  caimacam  of  the  town,  who  ii 
chief  governor  in  the  abfence  of  the  bey ;  and  beins 
in  a  dropfy,  had  him  called  in  to  vifit  him.  I  (hewed 
this  great  man  the  letter  I  had  from  Ofman  bey  to  the 
^ngiack  of  Girge,  and  having  made  hiip  a  prefcnt 
of  two  boxes  of  French  prunellas,  he  gave  me  a  letter 
to  AiTouan,  near  the  catara6t.  We  then  went  to  the 
9ga  of  the  Janizaries,  who  was,  according  to  their 
cuftonf),  fitting  under  the  gate- way  leading  to  his 
houfe.  He  received  us  with  much  civility,  he  having 
been  one  of  the  father's  patients  ;  and  giving  me  four 
letters,  1  fcnt  him  the  fame  prefent  I  had  made  the 
caimacam.  Afterward  we  waited  on  a  1  urk,  who, 
I  was  informed,  had  fome  fuperior  command  over 
the  janizaries  of  the  callle  of  Alfou^n  •,  to  him  I  gave 
i  letter  from  the  prince  of  Akmim,  and  to  the  prefent 
J  made  the  others,  added  a  large  baiket  of  rice.  He 
jiid  not  give  qs  $  very  polite  reception,  but  wondered 
why  the  Franks  vifited  the  catarads  j  and  alked,  if  1 
had  a  watch  to  fell  \   which  is  an  intimation  that  he 

wanted 
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^ranted  ome  for  a  prefent:  however,  on  his  feeing 
srhaii  I  had  btoughi^  be  ordered  me  a  letter,  which, 
he  iaid,  woold  protsd:  me  as  far  as  the  three  cadles, 
that  is,  to.  the  end  of  the  grand  (ignior*s  dominions, 
-i  .On  the  ?jd  of  January^,  the  wind  not  favouring  us, 
we  flopped  at  a  place  about  three  miles  from  Furlhout. 
We  iin©i!nted  on  afle's  without  bridles,  and  only  a 
|nece  of  (Joarlc  cloth  tied  on  the  back  for  a  laddie; 
fwaCfChe  pjrefBdcnt  of  the  convent  having  notice  of  our 
Bjrrivalv  lbo»  met  us  with  horfes,  on  which  we  rode 
into  Furlhout,  which  is  a  poor  ill  buih  ruiinous  town, 
about  a  mile  roxindw  Y^'t  here  refides  the  great  Iheik', 
who  is  gbvernor  of  aJl  the  country  on  the  weft,  almolt 
as  far  as  Aflmian^  iThe  adjacent  country  is  very  plea- 
fant,  all  the  roaids  to  town  feK;ing  planted  with  acacia- 
trees.  Here  the  Francifcan  miffionat-ies  have  a  con- 
yent  twider  the  na^me  of  phyficians,  and  have  a  large 
faloon  where  they  receive  their  company,  which  in 
privat«  ferves  for  a  chapel,  I  waited  on  the  Iheik's 
fecnetary,  with  a  prefcnt  of  five  or  fix  pounds  of 
jEoffeti  in  return  he  fent  a  live  Iheep  to  the  convent 
to  entertain  me  with',  and  introduced  me  to  the  Iheik, 
who  was  in  the  Arab  drels,  fitting  ina  corner  of  his 
room  by  a  pan  of  coals  :  he  rofe  on  my  entrance,  and 
on  my.  leaving  him,  I  gave  him  three  letters,  and  my 
fervant  brought  in  my  prefent,  which  confifted  of  two 
boxes  of  prunellas,  two  of  other  fweetmcats,  and 
fome  glafs  veflcls.  He  alked  where  I  intended  to 
go  ?  itold  him  to  the  catara<5^.  He  replied  with  a 
good  natu red  fmile,  that  a  boat  of  Franks  *  lately 
went  up;  and  that  the  people  faid  tbcy  came  to  dif- 
cover  the  way  jnto  tl^  country,  in  orckr  to  return  and 
take  it;  and  then  defired  to  know  what  I  wanted  to 
fee  ?  I  told  him  the  ruined  cities.  He  obferved  that 
we  had  not  Inch  ruins  in  England ;  and  afked  whe- 
ther if  they  ihould  go  into  our  country,  we  would 
permit  them  to  fee  every  thing  .^    adding,   that  be 


This  appears  to  have  beeai  Mn-Norden, 
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would  f/ive  me Jettors  and  a  mantogd  with  me;  fo 
that;  Im^t  be  afiuriid  1  -Ihould  traviel  fccufcly.  I 
afterward  yteni  to  fee  the;  Ihcik's  garden,  which  in 
the  twiddle  >was  planted  mth  vines^'  aod  in  the  other 
pact9  like  an  orchard,  with  orange,  iemoDs,  acacia, 
pal^iS  jind  other  trees. 

On  thie  9th  about  midnight  we  arrired  at  Pendera; 
which  is  furrounded  with  woods,  and  (ituated  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  river ;  but  did  not  chufe  to  go 
much  about,  on  account  of  its  being  the  firft  day  of 
the  great  Turkilh  feaft  Bairara,  after  the  conclufioij 
of  thieir  month  (jf  fafting.  Some  of  our  men  went  to 
the  mofque  in  a  ,^Wn  of  white  cotton  fewed  up 
before,  a:  habit  of  ceremony  worn  in  thofe  parts  *,  and 
poffibly  the  ufeof  the.furplice  might  take  its  rife  from 
this,  as  a  vcft  of  ceremony  worn  when  they  went  any 
where  in  high  drefs.  Having  letters  to  two  Mahor 
metans  here,  I  carried  them  fame  fmaU  prefects,  and 
they  recommended  me:  to  the  governor,  who  fent  his 
brother  with  me  to  Amara,  which  Iks  about  a  league 
to  the  fouth,  where  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  l>n* 
tyra.  The  inhabitants  were  great  worfhippers  of 
Venus  and  Ifis,  to  each  of  whom  they  built  a  temple. 
From  ^he  many  heaps  of  ruins  that  arc  feen  here,  thiJ 
city  appears  to  have  been  large,  and  to  have  been 
much  fcquen ted  fince  the  time  of  its  ancient  fpien^ 
dor.     This  was  doubtlefs  the  temple  of  Ids.  :s 

Having  with  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  viewed  thefe 
fine  remains  of  antiquity,  I .  returned  to  the  town. 
At  parting,  my  friends  fent  me  a  prefent  of  a  lamb  j 
and  the  governor's  brother  came  to  the  boat  for  his 
prefi-nt,  which  was  a  bafkct  of  rice,  forne  coffee  and 
loap. 

A  Httle  farther  we  came  up  with  Kept,  a  village  at 
roiT.e  diftance  from  the  river.  This  was  the  ancient 
Coptos,  which  is  inhabited  both  by  the  Egyptians 
and  Arabians;  for  the  Nile  below  the  city  running  to 
tlKMveft,  this  was  ,the  firfl  convenient  piace  for  carry- 
ing on  the  trade  to  th^  lied  Sea,  the  river 


? 
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nearer  to  it  here  than  at  any  other  place  below: 
and  this,  with  the  difficult  navigation  of  the  Red 
Sea  to  the  north,  caufed  the  trade  for  the  merchan- 
difes  of  India  and  Arabia  to  take  this  channel.  In 
the  early  ages  of  Chriftianity  this  city  became  famous 
for  the  great  rcfort  of  Chriftians  to  it  in  times  of  pcr- 
fecution^  and  this  is  the  firft  rife  of  the  name  of 
Coptis,  which  it  is  faid  the  Mahometans  gave  in  de- 
rifion  to  the  Chriftians  of  Egypt. 

At  length  coming  to  the  port  of  Cous,  we  rode  two 
miles  through  a  flat  country  full  of  dome-trees,  to 
that  miferable  town  built  of  un burnt  brick.  It  was 
the  ancient  Apollinopolis,  and  is  fituatcd  on  an  arti< 
ficial  eminence ;  but  there  are  no  remains  except  of 
one  fmall  temple,  on  which  is  a  Greek  infcription  in 
honour  of  Apollo  and  the  other  deities  worlhipped  in 
it.  While  I  was  viewing  this  temple,  one  of  the  great 
iheik's  officers,  in  a  Turkifh  drefs,  came  and  aflced 
me  with  much  civility  to  drink  coffee ;  but  it  being 
Jate  1  declined  the  invitation.  I  afterward  went  to 
the  great  (heik's  fecretary,  to  be  introduced  by  him 
to  his  mafter,  and  made  him  a  fmall  prefent.  We 
fat  down  on  a  mat  in  the  open  court,  where  our 
horfes  were  tied  j  and  I  was  treated  with  very  indif- 
ferent fare,  confiding  of  an  ill  tafted  feed,  mixed  with 
<m1,  onions,  bread,  and  water:  our  entertainment 
concluded  with  coffee.  After  which  he  went  with  me 
to  the  (hcik,  whom  we  found  laid  down  to  take  his 
repofe  on  a  fopha,  in  a  fmall  room,  drefled  in  a  kind 
of  blue  fhirt  over  fome  other  garments,  with  one  of 
hb  officers  fitting  by  him.  1  went  up  to  the  fopha, 
and  delivered  my  letters  from  the  prince  of  Akmim, 
and  an  officer  of  the  janizaries  at  Girge,  and  then  my 
prefent,  as  ufual,  was  laid  before  him,  which  confifted 
of  a  bag  of  rice,  leaf  tobacco,  Joppa  foap,  and  a  pair 
of  red  (hoes.  Then  letting  him  know  t^iuc  \  defired 
a  letter  to  fee  the  antiquities  of  Carnack  and  Luxerein, 
he  ordered  it  to  be  wrote,  and  defired  me  to  go  and 
drink  coffee  with  his  fccrctary.    But  I  went  on  board, 

leaving 
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leaving  my  interpreter  to  bring  the  letters ;  on  which 
the  fecretary  fent  me  a  fheep.  The  (heik  let  me  kno^r 
by  my  interpreter,  that  he  advifed  me  to  fee  Carnack 
and  Luxerein  now,  and  not,  as  I  propofed,  at  my  re* 
turn  •,  for  as  he  was  going  to  encamp  there,  1  fhould 
fee  every  thing  with  the  greater  fafety. 

I  very  readily  complied  with  his  advice,  and  on  the 
nth  proceeded  with  a  man  the  (heik  had  fent  to  con- 
(lu6t  me ;  and  flopping  oppolite  to  Zenieh,  where  the 
(heik  of  Carnack  has  his  refidence,  I  the  next  day 
went  to  that  fheik,  with  a  letter  I  had  from  his  fupe- 
rior,  and  the  (heik  of  Fourlhout ;  and  making  him  a 
prefent,  he  treated  me  civilly,  and  fent  me  a  (heep  in 
return.  I  now  went  to  Carnack,  which  is  part  or  the 
antient  Thebes,  where  theric  are  ruins  of  a  moft  mag- 
nificent temple :  but  on  my  beginning  to  meafure  the 
firfl  gate  I  came  to,  the  man  the  fheik  of  Fourlhouc 
had  fent  with  me,  who  had  no  authority  here,  told 
me,  I  mufl  not  venture  to  do  fo,  without  the  permif> 
fion  of  the  great  (heik,  who  had  encamped  near  the 
river ;  on  which,  ordering  him  to  condudb  me  to  him, 
he  brought  me  to  the  village  of  Carnack,  where  I 
found  the  fheik  I  had  been  with  in  the  morning,  who 
freely  gave  me  leave  to  meafure  and  write  down  what 
I  pleafed ;  on  which  I  returned  to  the  temple  *,  the 
iheik  himfelf  (taid  with  rne  there  two  or  three  hours, 
and  the  people  of  the  village,  feeing  me  meafuring, 
came  about  me.  I  dined  in  the  temple ;  and  having 
ordered  my  boat  to  lie  near  the  fheik's  camp,  I,  in 
the  evening,  waited  on  him  in  his  tent  *,  on  which  he 
invited  me  to  fup  with  his  fecretary  ;  but  I  excufed 
myfelf,  and  returned  to  my  boat,  accompanied  by 
the  fecretary,  who  coming  on  board,  partook  of  fome 
refrefhments.  Thefe  encampments  are  in  the  regular 
manner  of  an  army :  in  the  middle  was  the  large 
green  tent  of  the  (hciks,  who  fat  in  a  corner  of  it, 
accompanied  by  three  or  four  of  his  officers.  In  this 
manner  they  encamp  about  their  territories  to  get  in 
their  tributes,  which  are  paid  in  kind.     I  continued 

here. 
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here,  and  had  the  liberty  of  viewing  the  tempk  ay 
often  as  I  pleafed  j  the  men  conftantly  dreffing  my 
dinner  in  the  boat,  and  briDging  it  to  the  temple. 
The  cavakade  belonging  to  the  mcik  one  day  palfing 
by,  a  great  number  of  perfons  rode  into  th^,  temple 
and  talked  to  me :  I  was  alfo,  oTiee  vifited  tlicre  by 
the  Iheik's  fon  of  the  place,  who  conduced  me  to  a 
part  of  the  temple  inhabited  by  women,  and  giving 
them  notice  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  I  went  in  and 
viewed  it.  One  day  likewife,  the  Caia,  or  firft  offi- 
cer of  the  Iheik,  came  and  dined  with  me,  and  I 
made  him  a  prefent ;  which  he  returned,  by  lending 
me  a  lamb. 

[The  great  and  famous  city  of  Thebes  was  on  both 
iides  of  the  river  •,  according  to  fome  it  was  built  by 
Ofiris,  and  according  to  others,  by  Bufiris  the  lecond. 
It  was  called  Diofpolis,  or  the  city  of  Jupiter,  and 
afterward  it  obtained  the  name  of  Thebes.  Its 
opulence  and  power  were  every  where  known,  and 
Homer  thus  fpeaks  of  it : 

J  *  Not  all  proud  Thebes'  unrival'd  walls  contain, 
The  world's  great  emprefs  on  th'  Egyptian  plain, 

*^"That  fpreads  her  conquefts  o*er  a  thouiand  ftates, 
And  pours  her  heroes  through  a  hundred  gates. 
Two  hundred  horfemen,  and  two  hundred  cars, 
From  each  wide  portal  ilTuing  to  the  wars.*   Pope. 

Diodorus  fays, — *  We  have  heard,  that  not  only  this 
king  but  many  of  his  liicceflbrs  were  ambitious  to 
i.mprove  the  city  with  prelents  of  gold  and  filver,  with 
ivory  and  a  multitude  of  coloffal  (Vatues,  and  that 
there  was  no  city  under  the  fun  To  adorned  with  obe- 
lifks  of  one  entire  ftonc.  The  buildings  indeed  have 
remained  LO  modern  times,  but  the  gold  and  filver, 
and  all  the  coftly  ivory  and  precious  (tones,  were  pil- 
laged by  the  Perfians  wiien  Caa-ibyfes  fet  fire  to  the 
temples  of  Egypt.  So  great,  they  fay,  were  the 
riqjies  of  Egypt  at  that  titiie,  thac  frym^^if^ubbiili, 

'  **'-*-'''''^  '  ■*'"^''    '      after 
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after  plundering  and  buminff,  was  tak#n  more  thaf^ 
300  talents  of  gold,  ai\d  of  liiv^r  2300  tajent?.'} 

The  hundred  gates  abov^  memioiQcd,  are  com<- 
monly  thoughjc  to  have  been  the  gates  eif  the  city  1 
but  there  arc  no  figns  of  wails  rourvd  «,  n3F  weiro 
walled  towns  common  in  Egypt :  howeyer,  as  it  ia 
obferved  that  200  armed  chariots  could  be  fent  out* 
of  them,  ofhera  rather  fuppofe  them,  w  bdong  w  ihe 
palaces  of  the  princes  and  great  m?n,  who  cQMldj  on 
an  emergency,  fend  chariots  to  the  war.  .Of  tlie  f^aut 
remarkable  temples,  that  whkh  I  nowi  viewed^  was 
doubtlefs  that  mentioned  by  Diodorua  Sirulus,  as  of 
a  molt  extraordinary  fize ;  the  ruins  of  this  ftupend* 
ous  buildiqg  extending  near  l^alf  a  mile  in  length : 
the  defcription  he  here  gives  of  the  height  and  thick* 
nefs  of  the  walls,  has  been  thought  to  be  very  extra- 
vagant, and  beyond  all  the  rule  of  probabiiity ;  yec 
it  will  appear  to  any  one  who.  examines  the  remains 
of  the  temple,  that  in  both  tbefe  reif^ecls,  they  in 
Ibme  parts  exceed  the  account  given  by  Piodorus. 

I  have  fully  examined  thefe  noble  antTtquities  :  thet 
iheik's  fon  offering  to  go  witb  me  foujr  miles  to  the 
eaft  of  Carnack,  I  gladly  accepted  of  hispropofal^  andr 
became  eariy.  in  the  morning  to  the  boat  with  borfes* 
Upon  this  I  laid*  a  carpet  on  the  bank  of  the  rivcr.^ 
and  having  entertained  him  with  coffee,  wc  fttfor-' 
ward  toward  the  temple,  accompanied  alfo  by  the 
caia,  or  ftewardof  the  greatfheik..  In  this  excurSon; 
we  faw,  that  the  ground,  where  it  is  fOwn,  is  laid  in> 
broad  low  hillocks  ;  round  wiiich  there  arc  ImaJl  ir- 
regular channels,  the  corn  not  being  fowa  on  the. 
top,  but  only  near  the  channels,  in  order  thai  it  may 
be  the  more  ealily  watered,  by  a  fmall:  canal. from  the: 
Mle  which  conyeys  the  water  to  all  parts.  About 
200  feet  to  the  north  of  the  temple,  we  fawt  a  grand, 
gate,  adorned  with  four  compartments  of  hierogly- 
phics. AH  this,  temple  is  very  m^uch  defti-oycd,  ex-/ 
cepc  tiie  fi-ont,  and  even  that  is  not  perfect.     Tbes 
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ffrand  gate  is  however  entire,  and  I  faw  near  it  i 
Iphynx  about  four  feet  longj  The  ancient  city  of 
Thebes  probably  extended  to  this  place;  Returning, 
I  viewed  the  ruins  of  what  I  fuppofe  to  be  a  round 
temple :  it  appeared  to  have  been  175  feet  in  diame- 
ter, and  to  the  weft  of  it  were  fome  remains  of  a  grand 
gateway. 

On  my  return,  I  entertained  fiiy  condu^or^  with 
coffee  at  the  boat ;  and  the  (heik's  Ton  having  fhcwn 
me  great  civility,  I  made  him  fuch  a  prefent  as  I 
thought  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  Two  days  after 
I  went  to  fee  that  part  of  Thebes  which  was  to  the 
weft  of  the  river^  and  is  now  called  Goumou^  On 
mv  going  on  that  fide,  I  fent  to  the  (heik^  to  whom 
I  had  a  letter  from  the  great  fheik  of  Fomrfhout }  on 
which  he  came  to  the  boat,  and  condu6ted  me  to  his 
houfe  at  the  village  of  Gournou.  The  flieik  th ire  fur- 
niftied  me  with  horfes^  and  we  fet  out  to  go  to  Biban- 
el-Meluke.  When  we  had  proceeded  aboui  a  mile 
to  the  north,  we  came  to  a  kind  of  ftreei ;  for  the 
rocky  ground  on  each  fide  rifing  about  ten  feet  high, 
had  on  each  hand  a  row  of  rooms  cut  in  it,  fome  of 
them  fupported  with  pillars;  and  as  there  is  not 
here  the  leaft  fign  of  raifed  buildings,  I  could  not 
help  imagining,  that  in  the  earlieft  times,  thefe  ca- 
verns might  ferve  as  houfes,  and  be  the  firft  inven- 
tion after  that  of  tents,  when  they  might  be  contrived 
as  a  better  fiielter  from  the  weather,  and  the  coldnefs 
of  the  nights. 

At  length  having  pafled  through  fome  other  val- 
leys where  the  mountains  arife  to  a  great  height, 
we  came  to  a  round  opening  like  an  amphitheatre! 
and  afcending  it  by  a  narrow  fteep  pafiage,  came  to 
Biban-el-Meluke,  that  is,  The  Gate,  or  Court  of  the 
Kings  i  here  being  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of 
Thebes.  The  vale  where  thefe  grottos  are  is  covered 
with  rough  ftones,  that  feem  to  have  rolled  from 
above;  it  may  be  about  100  feet  wide,  and  the  hills 
on  each  fide  are  high  fteep  rocks,  in  which  the  grot^ 
4  tos 
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t^s  are  cut  in  a  niofi  beautiful  manner  in  long  paiTaget 
and  galleries  under  the  nK>untains,  out  of  a  clofe 
white  freeftone;  that  cUts  like  chalk,  and  is  as  fmooth 
as  the  fifleft  ftucco  work.  Four  or  five  of  thefe  gal- 
kricsi  one  withiii  another;  from  30  to  50  feet  long, 
and  from  10  to  15  feet  high,  generally  lead  to  a  fpa- 
cious  room,  in  ^hich  is  the  king's  tomb,  with  his 
figure  cut  ih  relief  on  the  lid,  or  painted  at  full 
length  upon  it.  Both  the  fides  and  ceiling  of  the  rooms 
are  cut  with  hieroglyphits  of  birds  and  beads,  fome 
of  them  painted,  and  as  frelh  as  if  they  Were  but 
jtift  finilhcd,  though  they  mUft  be  above  2000  years 
old.  One  of  thefe  fepulchres,  in  particular,  is  moil 
beautifully  adorned  ^ith  hieroglyphics  cut  in  the 
ilonearid  painted.  Thfc  king's  tomb  is  of  orte  ftone 
of  red  granite;  fcveh  feet  nine  inches  high,  eleven  feet 
eight  inches  long,  and  above  fix  feet  broad,  the  cover 
being  made  to  (hut  into  it  Upon  it  is  cut  the  figure 
of  the  king  in  niezzb-relieVo,  withaii  hieroglyphical  in- 
fcription:  The  room  is  adorned  with  different  columns 
of  hieroglyphics,  with  the  figures  of  men,  bulls  and 
lia\7k^.      .   , .      •     _ 

Having  with  the  litmofl:  pieafure  viewed  thefe  ex- 
traordinary fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Thebes,  by 
the  help  of  the  wax-lights  we  brought  with  us,  be- 
ing much  fatigued,  we  agreed  to  fit  down  and  take 
fome  refrefhmCnts  in  this  retired  place ;  but  unfor- 
tunately we  had  forgot  to  bring  watery  and  the  iheik 
being  in  hade  to  go,  we  returned ;  and  at  our  arrival 
at  the  boati  the  flieik  was  fo  dbliging  as  to  day  and 
cat  with  me,  which  they  rarely  do.  One  would  be 
apt  to  irbagine  that  thefe  were  habitations  for  the  liv- 
ing, and  that  they  were  cut  under  the  palaces  of  the 
kings  of  ThebeSj  if  they  were  not  themfelves  pa- 
laces for  them  to  retire  to  in  order  to  avoid  the  heat. 

From  hence  I  went  and  took  a  particular  view  of 
the  ruios  of  a  large  temple,  a  little  way  to  the  fourh- 
eaft.  At«  a  didance  from  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  pyra- 
hiidal  gate,  and  of  a  very  large  colofial  datue,  broke 
off  about  the  middle  of  the  trunk :  it  is  2 1  feet  broad 
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at  the  (boulders ;  the  ear  is  three  feet  long,  and  from 
the  top  of  the  head  to  the  bottom  of  the  neck  is  n 
feet.  In  the  firft  court  of  the  temple  are  two  rows 
of  fquare  pillars,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  a  ftatue  ^ 
but  the  heads  of  all  of  them  are  broke  off.  Thefe 
ilatues  have  each  the  Ikuus  in  one  hand,  and  the 
flagellum  or  whip  in  the  other,  as  commonly  fccnin 
the  llatues  of  Oliris.  A  great  number  of  pillars  be- 
longing to  the  temple  are  itanding>  and  many  others 
are  dellroyed  :  but  from  the  ruins  it  appears  to  have 
been  a  magnificem  ftrudure.  [In  this  edifice  we  ob- 
fcrve  two  forts  of  pillars,  one  more  beautiful  than 
the  other.  Theif  thicknefs  and  folidity  give  them  a 
delightful  appearance  at  a  didance  y  on  approaching 
them,  the  hiergglyphics  are  agreeable  to  the  fight  ^ 
and  when  you  are  quite  near,  their  colours  have  a 
fine  efFed:.  This  fort  of  painting  has  neither  Ihade 
nor  degradation.  The  figures  a.r?  incrufted  like  the 
enamel  on  the  dial-plates  of  watches,  with  this  dif^ 
ference,  that  they  cannot  be  detached.  I  mud  own 
that  tliis  incrufted  matter  furpaflcs  in  ftren^th  every 
tiling  I  have  fcen  of  this  kind.  It  is  fupenor  to  the 
Al-f  refco  or  mofaie  work  *,  and  has  the  advantage  of 
lading  a  longer  time.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  the 
gold,  ultra- marine,  and  other  colours  have  preferved 
their  ludre  to  the  prefent  age.] 

From  this  temple  I  went  to  the  ftatues,  which  I 
ihall  call  the  cololTal  ftatues  of  Memnon-,  but  the 
fheik  hurried  me  from  thence,  faying  he  was  near  his 
enemies  •,  I  however  went  to  them  again  early  in  the 
morning,  and  fpent  above  half  a  day  at  them.  [Thefe 
coloffal  figures  front  the  Nile/  The  firft  fcems  to 
reprefcnt  a  man,  and  the  other  a  woman ;  tliey  are 
both  50  feet  in  height,  from  the  bafes  of  the  pedcf- 
tals  to  the  fummit  of  the  head.  They  juc  fitting 
upon  ftones  alrooft  cubical,  of  15  feet  in  height-,  on 
plain  pedcftals,  five  feet  high.]  The  datue  to  the 
north  has  been  broken  off  at  the  middle^  and  has 
been  built  up  with  five  tier  of  ftones ;  but  the  other 
i&  of  .one  Angle  ftoae :  the  feet  have  the  toes  broken 
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bfff  and  the  features  arc  mouldered  away  by  time. 
Xhe  Hdes  of  the  feats,  upon  which  they  are  fitting, 
arc  covered  over  with  hieroglyphical  figures  :  on  the 
pedeftal  of  the  imperfeft  ftatue  is  a  Greek  epigram  i 
$nd  on  the  irvdcps  and  legs  are  leverai  infcriptions  ini 
Greek  a|yd  Latin,  fome  being  epigrams  in  honour  of 
Memnon ;  but  ^he  ereater  part  are  tedimonies  of 
thofe  who  have  k'eard  nis  (bund :  for  one  of  them  has^ 
been  thought  by  fome  to  be  the  famous  (lacue  of 
Memnon j  which  at  the  firft  and  fecond  hour,  they 
pretendf  uttered  ^  found  occafioned  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun  ftriking  on  it. 

At  a  fmail  diftance  from  thefe  (latues  are  die  ruins 
of  feyer^l  pthers.  Having  taken  a  full  view  of  thelc 
things,  we  returned  to  the  river. 

While  I  was  abfent,  the  natives  having  taken  um- 
brage at  my  copying  the  infcriptions,  came  to  the 
boat,  and  faid,  that  they  would  fee  whether  this  ftran- 
gcr  w<yuld  dare  to  come  out  another  day  ;  dropping 
fome  exprcflionS  as  if  they  would  r^lTault  the  boat  by 
hight :  for  they  feemed  very  dcfirous  of  my  leaving 
the  place,  from  their  being  ftrongly  poflefled  of  the 
notion,  that  the  Europeans  have  ihe.  power  of  difco- 
vering  treafurcs.  I  however  talked  of  going  abroad 
the  next  day,  being  defirous  of  feeing,  if  pofTiblc, 
the  temple  of  Medinet  Habou  ;  but  the  (heik  com- 
ing to  the  boat,  and  being  informed  of  what  had  paf- 
fcdj  advifed  me  to  der>  rt.  JJut  I  faw  this  place  on 
my  return. 

I  then  proteeded  up  the  river  a  fmall  league  cof 
Luxerein  or  Lafcor.  On  my  arrival  there,  in  the 
morning,  I  carried  a  letter  and  a  prefent  to  the  Iheik  -y 
and  the  flieik  of  Carnack's  fon  came  to  me  there, 
provided  a  dinner  for  me,  and  was  lb  obliging  as 
to  Itay  with  me  all  day,  I  there  viewed  the  remains 
of  the  large  and  munificent  temple,  which  was  doubt- 
lefs  a  part  of  the  antient  Thebes  on  the  call  fide  of 
the.  river.  This  noble  building  agrees  with  the  de- 
fcription  Dipdorus  gives  of  the  fepulchre  of  Ofyman- 
du?,  which  tie  lays. was  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  cir- 
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cumfcrcncc.  He  fays  it  had  this  infcriptlon,  "  I  am- 
Oljmandus,  king  of  kings.  If  any  one  is  defirous 
to  know  how  great  I  am,  and  where  I  lie,  let  him 
&rpai5  any  of  my  works." 

We  6rft  come  to  two  obcliflcs,  that  are  probably 
the  fined:  in  the  world;  they  arc  now  60*  feet  high 
above  the  ground,  and  might  be  70  or  80,  according 
as  the  ground  has  rifen,  which  is  evidently  a  great 
deal.  They  are  feven  feet  and  a  half  fquare,  and  at 
bottom  might  be  eight  feet.  The  hieroglyphics, 
which  are  in  three  columns  down  each  fide,  are  cut 
with  a  flat  bottom  an  inch  and  a  half  deep  r  and  the 
granite  has  perfeftly  retained  hi  polilh,,  which  is  the 
fined  I  ever  faw.  On  the  top,  on  each  fide;  a  per- 
fon  fits  on  a  throne,  and  one  offers  fomethingon  his 
knees:  thefe  figures  are  likewife  belowi  Lower 
down  are  three  hawks,  then  three  bulls ;  and  at  about 
the  diftancQ  of  every  foot  is  an  owl.  I  alfo  obfervcd 
monkeys,  hares,  dogs,  ferpents,.  birds,  the  heads  of 
camels  and  infcds  -,  but  about  half  the  pyramid  of 
the  weftern  obeliflc  is  broken  off,  and  the  fouth-weft 
corner  of  the  eafiern  one  is,  for  about  fi»  feet  high,  a 
little  battered.  • 

At  a  little  diftance  is  a-  pyramid  ata^gatc  20of«ct 
long,,  and  at  prcfent  54  above  the  ground*  On  each 
fide  of  the  entrance  is  a  colofial  llatue,  t'^  feet  and  a 
half  above  the  ground  :  they  are- of  grey  graaitCj  and 
thcflioulders  are  only  three  feet  and  a  half  above  the 
furface  of  the  earth.  In  the  front  of  the  pyramidal  gate 
are  windows,  andfculpture,  particularly  a'pcrfon  feated 
on  a  throne,  holding  out  one  hand;  which  has  a  fceptre 
or  a  ftaffin  it,  and  furrounded  by  others  in  poftures- 
of  adoration.  On- the  other  fid©-,  a-perfon  is  repre- 
fen  ted  in  a  car^  as  galloping  and  fiK)Oting  with  a  bow,, 
wirh  many  chaftfots  after  him>:  riiis  may  have  a  rela- 
tion to  the  warPbf  this  king  againft  the  Badlrians. 
Within  this  gate-is  a  court  almoft  filled  up  with  cot- 
tages, wich.fome  pillars,  that  once  compofed  part  of 
acolonade:  beyond  which  was  another  gate,,thatis  now 
in  ruins ;  and  beyond  it  another  court,  which  con- 
;.-  tained 
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tained  the  hiftory  of  the  king  cut  all  round  on  the 
walls,  and  had  a  large  and  beautiful  altar  in  the 
middle.  The  pillars  in  this  court  are  40  feet  high ; 
but  the  work  in  the  capitals  is  not  in  relief,  but  only 
cut  out  in  fines.  The  walls  ai  the  rooms  are 
adorned  with  fculptnre.  A  -deity  'is  carried  in  a  fort 
of  a  boat  by  18  men,  preceded  and  followed  by  a* 
perfon  holding  a  particular  -enlign.  I  alfo  obferved 
on  the  walls  a  man  leading  four  bulls  with  a  firing ; 
a  perfon  fitting,  and  another  kneeling  to  him :  alfo 
inftruments  of  mufic,  and  men  Jcneeling  who  ha^Fe 
the  heads  of  hawks. 

In  the  evening  I  left  Luxerem,  fend  landed  at  Er- 
mcnt  on  the  weft,  the  antient  city  of  Hermonthis, 
the  capital  of  a  province  of  that  name.  We  went  ' 
to  the  houic  of  the  fheik,  who  condu6bed  us  to  the 
old  city  in  the  midft  of  a  large  plain,  where  are  the 
remains  of  a  fmail  temple  adorned  with  hieroglypfiics 
both  within  and  without,  that  feems  by  the  many 
hawks  cut  in  it,  to  have  been  dedicated  to  Apollo.  Ac 
fome  diftance  are  the  remains  of  a  beautiful  building, 
that  appears  too  grand  for  a  Chriftian  church  on  the 
firft  eftabliftiment  of  Chriftianity  in  the  fourth  century ; 
yet  it  has  croflcs  c«t  on  fome  of  the  ftones,  with  Coptic 
paintings  and  tnfcriptions  in  many  parts  of  it,  that  are 
plaftered :  there  are,  however,  little  remains  of  the  edi- 
fice, except  at  the  weft  end,  where  the  rooms  had 
galleries  over  them,  which  might  be  for  the  women. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January  we  went  on  with  very  little 
wind,  and  (hot  at  a  crocodile,  as  he  was  going  into 
the  water  from  a  fandy  ifle.  We  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve the  ball  ftruck  him  -,  for  inftead  of  walking  in 
flowly,  as  is  ufual  with  them,  he  opened  his  mouth 
and  jumped  five  or  fix  feet  into  the  water.  The  next 
day  we  came  to  Efne  on  the  weft,  a  confiderable 
town  for  thofe  parts  5  we  went  afliore  and  ftaid  about 
an  hour,  when  the  men  wanting  a  ftonc  for  b&Uiaft, 
the  people  knowing  I  was  an  European,  would  not 
let  uiem  t^e  it  into  the  boat  -,  faying,  th»t  if  the 

P  3  Frajiks 


■«i#^. 


— ._v 


^9«        POCOCKE  ami  NORDEN's 

Franks  took  away  that  ftone,  they  would,  by  their 
magic  art,  draw  away  their  hiddeh  treafures.  This 
place,  and  the  antiquities  about  it,  I  faw  in  my  re- 
turn.  I  had  letters  to  the  caibif,  who  was  then  ab- 
fent  -,  but  I  had  feen  him  before,  and  his  people  were 
ready  to  go  with  me.  J  carried  letters  and  a  prefent 
to  one.  of  the  ferifs,  who  went  with  me  to  ice  the 
temple.  [It  is  clofcd  on  three  fides,  and  ih  the  front 
are  24  columns  that  appeared  well  preferved.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  in  all  this  temple  one  capital  of  a 
Goltimn  does  not  refenible  another ;  the  proportion 
IS  the  fame,  but  the  ornaments  are  different.  The 
jafide  of  this  edifice  is  blackened  by  tlie  fmoke  of 
fire  formerly  made  there  j  however,  all  the  parts  are 
well . preferved,  except  the  gate,  and  the  interme- 
diate, ^aces  between  the  troiit  columns,  which  have 
|betn  filled  up  by  the  Arabs,  in  order  to  fhut  up  their 
pttle  in  tJie  pempie,  which  at  prefent  ferves  for  no 
other  ufe.] 

We  ^fo  went  about  thfee  miles  to  the  north- tveft 
«tp  fe6  another  temple,  which  I  conjeftured  might  be 
the,  temple  of.  Pallas,  at  Latopolis,  where  both  that 
goddefs  and  the  fifh  Latus  were  worlhipped.  On 
the  infide  are  three  ftories  of  hieroglyphics  of  men 
^bout  three  feet  highv  and  at  one  end  the  lowed 
figures  arc  as  big  as  the  life ;  one  of  them,  I  obferved, 
ji^d  the  head  of  the  Ibis  -,  and  in  fevcral  parts  of  the 
wail  I  faw  th&  figure  of  a  woman  fitting.  This 
femple  appears  to  have  been  ufpd  as  a  church ;  for  I 
law  lome  Coptic  inferiptions  in  black  letters  on  the 
walls,  and  was  told  that  there  had  been  a  convent 
there. 

A  mile  to  thefouth  of  Efne  is  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Helena,  by  whom  it  is  faid  to  have  been  founded-,  but 
jt  has  been  more  commonly  called  the  Convent  of  the 
IVIartyrs'.  Here  is  a  great  burial  ground,  not  lefs 
^han  a  mile  round.  Many  of  the  tombs  ai-e  magni- 
ficen^,  they  having  a  dome  on  four  arches,  with  a 
little  cupola  on  tSe  top.  The  convent,  with  its 
*'   '    ■   -      '  '      -    -       •  .(phurch, 
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church,  are  however  but  mean :  there  are  only  two 
monks  in  it,  who  cannot  marry  ;  but  their  relations, 
both  women  and  children,  live  with  them.  This  is 
the  iaft  church  in  Egypt. 

On  the  20th  we  came  to  Etfou,  which  was  once  the 
Great  Apollinopolis.  I  went  to  the  fheik's  houfe, 
with  a  letter  from  the  Iheik  of  Fourlhout.  When  he 
knew  who  it  was  from,  he  kifled  the  letter  and  put 
it  to  his  forehead,  as  a  mark  of  re(pe6k.  I  made  him 
a  handfome  prcfent,  which  he  received  with  great 
civility  •,  and  when,  the  letter  was  read,  and  I  defired 
to  fee  the  ruins,  he  put  his  hand  up  to  his  head,  as  a 
mark  of  his  compliance,  and  that  he  took  me  under 
his  protedion.  He  himfelf  went  with  me  and  fhewed 
me  the  temple,  and  a  grand  pyramidal  gate.  [This 
iaft  monument  of  antiquity  js  perfectly  well  prcfervedj 
but  the  Turks  have  converted  it  into  a  citadel.  There 
runs  all  round  a  femi-circular  corona,  fuch  as  is  com- 
monly feen  round  the  Egyptian  buiklings.  No  cor- 
nice is  to  be  feen  about  the  edifice  j  But  it  may  have 
been  rail  2d,  or  have  fallen  down.  This  edifice  is  in 
general  well  defigned,  and  its  fimplicity  gives  it  a 
very  pretty  appeararice.  The  other  antique  monu- 
ment is  the  temple  which  was  dedicated  to  Apollo ; 
but  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  buried  under  ground, 
and  the  Arabs  have  made  no  fcruple  of  employing 
what  they  have  been  able  to  take  away,  in  making 
fome  vile  pigeon-houfes] 

While  1  was  nricafurirtg  the  ruins  of  the  temple,  a* 
great  many  pferfons  came  about  me,  and  on  my  giving 
my  book  to  a  fervaht  to  hold  for  me,  a  young  man, 
who  was  the  fheik's  nephew,  fn ate hed  it  out  of  his 
hand,  arid  ran  aw^y  with  it.  The  (heik  and  my  fer- 
vant  ran  after  him.  Mean  while  I  continued  meafur- 
ing  and  writirtg  on  another  paper,  till  the  fheik  re- 
turned with  his  pike,  having  thrown  oflf  his  outward 
garnsent  when  he  went  in  fearch  of  his  nephew,  whom 
it  is  faid  he  would  have  killed  had  he  overtaken  him. 
The  brothers  had  been  competitors  for  the  govern- 
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.  ment  of  this  village ;  and  the  fheik  now  condu6lc4 
me  to  his  houfe,  where  matters  were  cariiqd  fofar, 
that  I  was  afraid  we  fhould  have  fuffered  in  the  tu- 
mult, the  brother  being  favoured  by  many  of  the 
people.  I  was  defirous  of  going  to. the  boat-,  but 
was  told,  that  the  fheik  would  bp  offended  if  I  di4 
not  flay  to  eat  with  him.  I  y/as  privately  informed 
that  I  might  have  my  note-book,  if  I  would  givq 
about  the  value;  of  a  crown ;  tq  which  I  confented, 
and  it  was  acco-dingly  brought  me.  We  how  fat 
dovvH  to  eat  out  of  a  large  wooden  bowl,  full  of 
thin  cakes  broke  into  fmall  bits,  with  a  fyrup  mixe4 
with  them  :  but  the  fheik  fat  at  a  diftance,  and  would 
not  eat  with  us.  Afterward  he  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  attended  me  to  the  bo^t,  followed  by  fevcral 
perfons ;  and  having  made  me  a  prefent  of  a  (heep, 
came  into  the  boar,  and  ordered  a  letter  to  be  writ- 
ten to  the  great  fheik.  About  an  hour  ^fter  (he  fheik 
left  us,  his  fon  came  riding  to  the  river,  to  inform 
us,  that  his  father  having  been  told  I  had  giveti  mo- 
ney to  have  my  Isook  reflored,  had  obliged  them  to 
return  it,  and  had  fent  it  to  me.  Thus  this  worthy 
Arab  gave  an  inflance  of  fidelity  that  is  rarely  to  be 
met  with. 

We  now  failed  on,  and  as  we  approached  toward 
Hajar  Silcily,  the  rocks  on  the  weftern  fhore  appeared 
as  if  cut  for  a  grand  gateway.  A  little  farther  to  the 
iouth,  I  faw  five  regular  entrances  into  grottos,  cut 
equally  diflant  in  the  rock,  and  abpvQ.  them  a  cor- 
nice, or  half  round,  feemed  to  have  crowned  thc^ 
work ;  but  only  the  half  round  remained.  '  Proceed- 
ing to  Hajar  Silcily,  or  the  rock  of  the  chain,  the 
Nile  grew  exceeding  narrow  and  rapid;  for  I  fup- 
pofe  it  is  not  above- loo  yards  wide,  the  rocks  en- 
croaching upon  the  river  on  each  fide.  It  had  its 
name  from  a  chain  being  formerly  drawn  acrofs,  to 
defend  the  pafs ;  and  I  was  fhewn  a  rock  on  the  eaft- 
f|de,  where  I  was  told  the  chain  was  faflened. 
v    >       -':/':' .  '  [Qq 
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[On  the  infides  of  the  grottos  there  is  not  fufficient 
4a3r-light  to  diftingiiifh  objedts ;  the  light  entering 
only  at  the  door  of  each  grotto  :  this  gave  me  fom? 
concern,  but  at  length  I  perceived  an  opening  at  the 
top,  which  allowed  me  the  view  of  four  figures  in 
alto  reliievo.  They  are  of  the  natural  fize ;  two  men 
fit  in  the  middle,  with  their  arms  laid  acrofs  their 
breads,  and  on|each  fide  fits  a  woman,  who  takes  hold 
of  the  arm  of  the  man  who  is  nexc  her.  I  could  not 
avoid  feeling  a  juft  deteltation  at  the  malice  and  fuper- 
ftitiqn  of  thp  Turks  and  Arabs,  who  have  ftraogeljr 
deformed  thefe  figures,  efpecially  in  the  face.  On 
one  fide  of  this  group  is  an  hieroglyphical  table,  cut 
iPi  baflb  relieyo,  with  much  pains ;  and  what  gives  it 
a  great  value  is,  its  being  perfectly  well  preferved  to 
the  prefent  time  ;  though  the  rock  in  which  all  thefe 
grottos  are  cut,  coijfifts  only  of  a  yellowifh  fandy 
Hone.  The  hieroglyphical  table  probably  contains 
tjie  epitaphs  of  the  perfoiis  whofe  bodies  have  been 
inclofed  in  this  grotto.]  .      t 

A  little  above  this  place  the  Nile  refumed  its  natu- 
ral breadth,  and  there  is  a  fandy  ground,  with  a  gentle . 
afcent  on  CKh  fide.     We  afterward  pafled  by  feveral 
fandy  iOands,  on  which  we  faw  many  crocodiles  ;  par- 
ticularly on  on^  there  were  near  20  of  them,  which  - 
feemed  to  be  from  1 5  to  20  feet  long.   On  our  fhoot- 1 
ing  at  them,  stboiit  half  of  them  went  into  the  water ;  i 
and  Qn  our  firing  a  fecond  time,  they  all  difappeared. 

We  afterward  came  to  a  large  ifland,  to  the  eaft  of 
\Yhich  is  the  village  of  Conj-Ombo.    [The  principal  - 
monument  in  the  place  is  fituated  behinti  a  mountain 
of  fand,  and  on  another  fide  is  concealed  by  fome 
miferable  cottages ;  but  thefe  cannot  pi^event  a  curi-  * 
ous  traveller  contemplating  with   great  ifacisfadlioni. 
thefe  beautiful  ruins.  The  building  refts  iipon  twenty- 
three  well  \yrought  pillars,  adorned  with  hierogly- 
phics.] 

We  now  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Lafherrad,  where 
the  cafhif  of  £0}e  yras  ^nqamp«d  i  we  would  have 
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pafled  him,  but  his  men  called  to  us,  and  the  boat- 
man did  not  dare  to  proceed.  We  were  thus  ftoppcd, 
becaufe  by  the  covering  of  our  boat  wc  were  judged 
to  be  Europeans.  I  had  letters  to  the  calhif ;  but 
did  not  know  that  he  was  the  perfon  to  whom  they 
were  directed.  I  carried  him  a  prefent  of  coffte,  to- 
bacco, and  fome  other  things  *,  which  he  faid  I  had 
no  occafion  to  give  him :  he  readily  confented  to  mj 
feeing  the  antiquities ;  but  the  Arab  fheiks  of  Lafher- 
rad  being  prefent,  ©ppofed  it.  On  this  I  returned 
to  the  boat,  and  paffing  by  fcveral  iflands,  arrived  on 
the  evening  of  the  21ft  at  Af!buan,  a  noor  fmall 
town,  with  a  kind  of  fortrefs,  or  rather  barracks  for 
the  janizaries,  who  have  in  reality  the  command  of 
the  country.  On  my  waiting  on  the  aga  of  the  jani- 
zaries with  letters  from  Muftapha,  aga  of  the  janiza- 
ries at  Girge,  and  from  the  Iheik  of  Fourfliout,  he 
treated  me  with  coffee,  and  made  me  a  prefent  of  a 
lamb ;  and,<  in  return,  I  fent  him  a  prefent  of  tobacco, 
rice,  coffee,  and  other  thinj  .  He  very  obligingly 
fent  two  janizaries  to  guard  the  boat,  and  invited  me 
to  take  a  lodging  in  an  apartment  that  belonged  to 
his  own  h6ufe,  though  feparate  from  it.  The  Chrif- 
tij^n  fecretary  of  the  carmacam,  or  civil  governor,  tel- 
ling me  that  I  (hould  make  his  maiber  a  prefent,  the 
people  and  jahizaries  about  the  boat  ordered  him  to 
get  out  of  it,  there  being  a  jealoufy  between  the  civil 
and  military  power.  The  aga,  on  being  informed  of 
this,  fent  me  word  that  T  need  not  make  prefents  to 
any  one  :  this  he  repeated  on  my  waiting  upon  him, 
adding,  that  he  woiuld  take  fine  under  his  proteftion, 
fo  that  no  one  fhould  injure  me  -,  I  therefore  removed 
to  the  IckJging  he  had  alkitted.  A  Tvtk  betonging 
to  Ofman  bey,  who  happened  to  be  there,  kindly 
offered  his  advice  on  all  occafwns,  Vffited  me,  ana 
brought  md  a  prefent  of  a  d<:y2en  of  pigeons  and  fome 
dates.  Some  other  Turks  came  to  fee  me  •,  and  one 
of  them^  as  a  token  of  refpe6t,  brou^t  me  the 
triflirig  prefent  of  a  hmch  of  radilhesr 

On 
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On  the  eminence  over  Aflbuan  are  the  ruins  of  the 
antient  city  of  Syene,  which  is  exaftly  under  the  tro-  • 
pic  of  Cancer  •,    but  the  principal  part  of  that  city 
lecms  to  have  been  on  a  lower  hill  to  the  fouth.  About 
the  middle,  between  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  thci 
river,  is  a  building,  that  may  poflibly  be  the  obfer-> 
vatory  dcfcribed  by  Strabo,  as  ereded  over  a  weJl  for 
making  aftronomical  obfervations ;    the  holes  at  the 
top,  which  are  much  larger  below  than  above,  I  ima- 
gine were  to  try  the  experiment  in  relation  to  the  (ha-  • 
dows  at  noon-day. 

Having  viewed  thefe  ruins,  I  went  about  a  mile  tcj^* 
the  fouth-eaft,  to  the  quarries  of  granite  •,  for  the 
country  to  the  eaft,  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  the 
illands,  are  all  red  granite.  The  quarries  are  not 
worked  in  deep ;  but  the  (tone  is  hewn  out  of  the 
fides  of  the  low  hills.  I  obferved  fome  columns  and 
an  cbelilk  marked  out  in  the  quarries,  and  (haped  on: 
two  fides :  they  feenicd  to  have  worked  in  round  the 
(tones  with  a  narrow  tool,  and  when  the  ftones  were 
almoft  feparated,  they  probably  forced  them  out  with 
large  wedges. 

Oppofite  to  Syene  is  the  idand  Elephantine  *,  in 
which  was  a  city  of  that  name.  It  is  about  a  mile  in 
length,  ^nd  at  the  'fouth -end  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  breadth  :  but  ro  the  north  it  ends  in  a  point.  In 
this  iOand  there  was  a  temple  to  Cnuphis,  and  anilo- 
meter,  to  meafure  the  rife  of  the  Nile.  I  obferved 
there  the  remains  of  a  fmall  temple,  before  which  is 
a  ftatue  about  eight  feet  high,  fitting  with  the  ha^ndd 
acrofs  on  the  bread:,  and  a  lituus  in  each.  On  a  wall 
before  the  temple  is  a  Greek  infcription,  which  is  in 
many  parts  defaced.  In  the  midft  oi  the  ifland  are 
remains  of  one  fide  of  a  magnificent  gate  of  red  gra- 
nite, finely  adorned  with  hieroglyphics.  [Among 
other  ruins,  I  found  an  antient  edifice  ftill  (landing,- 
though  covered  with  earth  at  the  top,  as  well  as  on 
the  fide:  it  is  fl:ill  called  the  temple  of  the  ferpent 
Cnuphis  •,  but  it  rcfembles  a  fepulchral  monument 

f  Mr.  Norden  fays,  the  prefent  name  of  the  ifland  is  Eil-Sag. 
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more  than  a  temple.  It  is  inclofed  by  a  kind  of  cloyf- 
ter,  fupported  by  columns.  This  inclofure  contains 
^^raod  apartment  that  has  two  large  gates,  the  one  to 
the  north,  the  other  to  the  fouth ;  and  the  infide  is 
almoft  entirely  piled  with  ftones  and  earth.  The  wails, 
.covered  w^h  hieroglyphics,  are  bedaubed  with  dirt, 
and  blackened  by  the  Imoke  of  fires  made  there  by 
the  Ihepherds.  In  the  midlt  of  that  apartment  I  ob- 
ferved  a  plain  fquare  table,  without  any  infcription, 
and  imagined  that  there  might  be  underneath  an  urn 
or  mummy,  and  I  was  tempted  to  get  it  lifted  up;  but 
the  Xuperltition  of  the  people  would  not  permit  it. 
*A  trayclicjr  weuld  think  himfelf  happy,  in  having  the 
liberty,^  obfervc  thefe  antient  edifices  in  quiet;  and 
'he  muft  not  attempt  any  thing  farther.  I  fhall  never 
forget  thgt,  on  our  cafting  anchor  before  Aflbuan, 
the  populace  ran  in  crouds  to  fee,  as  they  faid,  the 
i^rcerejis  experienced  in  the  black  art.] 

I  ^{tcryf^rdkt  pyt  from  Afibuan,  arid  rid  toward 
Philsef ,  paffing  i>car  the  quarries,  and  going  along  a 
road  th^t  feems  to  have  been  rnadc  by  art,  between 
little  hills  and  rocks  of  red  granite,  fome  of  which 
were  ^iftipg^i^^^  kv  having  hieroglyphics  carved 
Vpon  thenri :  this  road  v^as  divided  into  two  parts  by 
amoupd  in  the  middle  of  it.  We  ax  length  pafled 
over  th?  .ifland  of  Phikp,  which  is  high  an.d  very 
fmall,  it  not  .being  above  a  quarter  of  a  noile  Jong, 
and  half  a  quarter  broad.  The  city.feierps  to  have 
been  on  the  caft  fide,  and  it  appears  that  the;:e  were 
no  ptiicr  buildings  on  the  ifland,  but  what  had  a  rela- 
tion to  the  peipples ;  for  D'odorus  feems  to  infinu- 
ate,  that  po  perfon  jbut  the  rrieftis  were  permitted  tp 
land,  on  account  of  the  facrednels  of  ihj5  place  :  and 
accordingly  the  whole  ifjand  appeals  to  have  beei) 
walled  round,  fomething  in  the  manner  of  rpodern 
fortification,  and  great  part  of  th^t  wall  ftill  remains. 
Xhe  particular  fort  of  Ethiopian  hawk  worfhipped 

*  The  modern  name  of  this  ifland  is,  according  to  Mr.  ]Morden^ 
EUHciff.     •  •  ....  ^  ....  . 

here. 


TRAVELS  through  EGYPT.      20^ 

Jicre,  I  obfervcd  cut  among  the  hieroglyphics  in  fe- 
▼cral  parts,  and  rcprcfentcd  with  a  long  neck,  ex- 
tended wings,  and  a  ferpent  coming  out  from  it. 
The  temple  of  the  hawk  is  built  of  freeftone,  near 
tXc  water,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland. 

To  the  caft  of  this  ftrufture  is  [according  to  Mr. 
Norden,  the  temple  of  Ifis]  an  oblong  fquarc  build- 
ing open  on  all  fides.  The  capitals  of  the  pillars, 
which  have  fome  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  Corin* 
tliian  order,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  molt  beau- 
tiful in  Egypt,  and  were  probably  of  the  laft  inven- 
tion, they  being  the  only  capitals  of  that  kind  I  faw 
in  Egypt. 

Returning  about  half  a  mile  the  way  we  canre,  we 
turned  off  to  the  weft,  in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the 
catara^k ;  whea  having  proceeded  about  a  mile  far- 
ther, we  came  to  the  port  for  the  boats  that  come, 
from  Ethiopia,  where  we  found  moft  of  the  people 
negroes.     Here  is  no  village,  but  only  fome  little 
huts  made  of  mats  and  reeds.     At  this  place  the  peo- 
ple enter  their  goods,  and  convey  them  by  land  ta 
AUbuan  *,  and  in  the  fame  manner  the  goods  brought 
from  Lower  Egypt  are  alfo  conveyed  thither  by  land 
from  Aflbuan.      The  chief  import  here  con  lifts  in 
dates,  which  the  people  of  Aflbuan  buy,  both  for 
their  owrnufe,  and  to  fend  it  into  other  parts  of  Egypt : 
ib  that  on  both  (ides,  the  Egyptian  and  Ethiopian 
navigation  end  at  the  cataradt.     I  never  faw  nature 
difcover  fo  rough  a  face  as  there  :    on  the  eaft-fidc 
nothing  is  ta  be  feen  but  rocks,  on  the  weft  the  hills 
are  either  fandy  or  black  rocks :  above  to  the  foutb 
there  ieems  to  be  a  high  rocky  ifland,  and  higher  up, 
rocky  clifcs  on  each  fide ;  and  below  to  the  north  are 
fo  many  rocks,  that  little  of  the  water  can  be  feen. 
We  now  went,  on  to  the  north,   the  Nile  running 
through  the  rocks :    but  the  people  knowing  that  I 
came  to  fee  the  catarad,  ftood  ftill  j  upon  which  I 
aflced  them,,  when  I  Ihould  come  to  it  ?   and  to  my 
g,reat  furprilCj  they  told  me  that  was  the  cataraflb. 

Th« 
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The  bed  of  the  Nile  is  croflcd  by  rocks  of  granite, 
l^hich  in  three  places,  at  fome  diilance  from  each 
other,  divide  the  ftrcam,  making  three  falls  at  each. 
The  firft  we  came  to  was  the  Icalt,'  the  fall  appearing 
to  be  not  more  than  three  feet.  The  fecond,  which 
is  a  little  lower  down  the  river,  winds  round  a  large 
rock  or  iQand,  forming  two  dreams :  this  ifland,  to 
the  north,  may  be  about  12  feet  high,  and  itisfaid, 
that  at  high  water,  the  Nile  runs  over  this  rock; 
but  fuppofing  the  river  to  be  then  five  feet  higher 
below  the  rock,  the  fall  may  be  about  ieven  or  eight 
feet.  Farther  to  the  weft  are  other  rocks,  and  again 
to  the  weft  of  them  is  a- third  ftream.  Going  fome- 
what  lower,  I  obferved  a  third  fall,  which  appeared 
to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  others.  There  is  an- 
other cataradl  at  Ibrim,  which  is  faid  to  be  12  days 
journey  from  this  place :  fome  alfo  fay  there  is  another 
catarad: ;  and  others,  that  there  are  feven  mountains 
and  feven  catarad:s. 

I  here  faw  the  corn  in  ear  in  the  latter  end  of 
January  :  the  coloquintida  was  full  grown,  and  the 
little  apple  called  Nabok  was  almoft  ripe,  which  in 
Delta  was  ripe  in  November.  In  the  lower  parts  of 
Egypt,  the  time  of  growth  for  fuch  fruit,  I  fuppofe 
to  be  after  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile ;  but  here, 
after  the  great  heats  are  paft.  I  now  faw  the  people 
driving  camels  loaded  with  fenna,  and  was  told  that 
each  load  was  worth  200  medins,  or  near  12  s.  6  d. 
1'he  bafla  grants  a  licenfe  to  one  perfon,  who  is  gene- 
rally a  Jew,  ro  buy  all  the  fenna ;  he  is  obliged  to 
take  all  that  is  brought,  to  Cairo,  and  one  Engliih 
merchant  only  has  the  privilege  of  pu;  chafing  it  of 
him. 

On  my  return  to  AfTouan,  the  relations  of  a  foldier 
.1  had  brought  from  the  flieik  of  Fourfhout,  as  a  mark 
of  rcfped,  fent  me  a  fupper  ready  drefled,  in  hopes, 
I  fuppofe,  of  a  return  of  greater  value.  And  the 
hift  evening  I  was  there  the  aga  likewife  fent  me  a 
fuj)pcr  of  goats  fleih,  boiled  and  well  peppered,  pi- 
law, 
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h^,  barley-broth,  and  hot  bread  \  defiring  that  what 
was  left  might  be  given  to  the  boatmen,  and  not  to 
bis  people. 

The  next  day,  having  all  my  goods  put  on  board, 
I  took  leave  of  the  aga,  and  fome  of  his  relations  at- 
tended me  to  the  boat  *,  when  the  wind  not  permit* 
ting  us  to  begin  our  voyage  back,  I  paflfed  the  day 
in  the  boat  with  thofe  who  came  to  fee  me.  Among 
the  reft  I  was  vifited  by  a  genteel  man,  brother  to  the 
caimacam  of  Girge :  I  h^d  feen  him  at  the  aga*s, 
and  was  now  in  a  country  where  I  thought  I  met  with 
a  friend  wherever  I  faw  a  Turk,  or  a  perfon  of  the 
middle  parts  of  Egypt.  He  behaved  with  great  civi- 
lity, and  fcemed  to  be  a  very  good  fort  of  a  man.. 
The  Chriftian  iecretary  of  the  caimacam,  intruUed 
me  with  a  letter,  and  a  fum  of  money,  of  the  value  of 
three  or  four  pounds,  to  be  delivered  as  diredled  in 
Akmim  j  a  very  '^^vcsx  fum  in  that  country,  and  a 
truft  he  would  icarcely  have  repofed  in  one  of  his 
own  country  that  was  going  to  Cairo  -,  though  he  was 
ienfible  I  Ihould  foon  leave  Egypt,  and  he  would 
never  fee  me  more.  He  at  the  fame  time  prefented 
me  a  live  fheep,  and  in  return  I  made  him  a  prefent. 

[As  Dr.  Ppcocke  proceeded  no  farther  up  the  Nile, 
we  (hall,  before  we  follow  him  back  to  Cairo,  attend 
Mr.  Norden  as  far  as  Deir,  or  Derri.  The  aga  at 
AlTouan,  and  other  perfons  in  that  town  had  interclled 
themfelves  in  his  fafety,  and  ufed  every  argument  to 
prevent  his  advancing  farther,  obferving  that  he  would 
infallibly  be  deflroyed,  fince  he  was  not  going  among 
men,  but  among  ^vage  monilers,  who  would  mur- 
der a  man  for  a  parrot :  in  what  manner  then  will 
they  deal  with  you,  faid  the  aga,  who  carry  fuch  trca- 
fures  ?  But  all  his  arguments  had  no  effedt,  and  Mr. 
Norden  refolved  to  proceed.  The  aga,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  fears  for  his  fafety,  font  his  own  brother  to 
accompany  him :  he  had  alfo  with  him  a  janizary, 
with  feveral  Romifh  priefts,  who  had  come  with  him 
up  the  Nile,  befide  fervants  and  a  Jew  valet.  Being 
«  fur* 
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furnifhcd  with  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  pr:n: 
tipal  perfons  on  the  coaft,  thdy  kt  our,  while  the  na- 
tives took  leave  of  them,  as  of  perfons  doomed  to 
dcftruftion. 

Mr.  Norden  let  out  from  Allbudn  ofi  thi  2  2d  6( 
December,  a  month  before  Dr.  Pococke's  arrival  at 
that  town  ;  and  by  the  aga's  ordei^  had  1 3  drdmeda- 
ries,  3  horfes,  and  as  many  afles,  to  carry  him,  his 
attendants,  and  baggage,  to  thfc  hiveri  of  Morrbda, 
above  the  cataraft.  He  there  embarked  ih  a  boat,' 
tvith  his  attendants  •,  viewed  the  antiquities  ali-eady 
defcribed  by  Dr.  Pococke,  in  the  antient  ifle  of  Phiiar, 
and  proceeding  up  the  river,  foon  reached  Deboude, 
a  village  where  he  could  have  wiftied  to  land,  in  or- 
der to  examine  fome  antient  edifices  that  appeared  in 
fight ;  but  the  wind  being  favourable,  he  was  obliged 
to  be  fatisfitd  with  a  diftant  vieW  of  them.  He  ob- 
ferved  a  grand  edifice  of  grfcat  length,  built  of  very 
large  freeftones,  clofed  on  all  fides,  except  the  fronti 
where  there  is  a  great  gate,  and  as  it  were  two  win- 
dows on  each  fide,  formed  by  four  columns.  This 
flru6lure  is  encompafled  with  a  high  wall,  much  da- 
maged, cfpecially  toward  the  poi'tal.  Oppofite  the 
front  are  three  portals  fucceeding  one  another,  which 
feem  to  make  a  paffage  leading  to  a  cahal  4O  kd 
broad,  thac  terminates  in  the  Nile.  This  canal  is 
filled  with  fand,  but  its  borders  are  lined  with  a  thick 
wall.  There  are  columns  to  be  perceived  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  principal  edifice,  which  appears  to  haye 
antiently  ferved  as  a  temple :  but  befide  this  ftru6lure, 
there  is  a  vile  modern  piece  of  ftone-work,  that  dif- 
honours  thefe  antient  buildings,  and  renders  the  prof- 
pe6t  a  lirtle  confufed.  For  above  the  fpaee  of  a  quar- 
ter of  a  leaguq,  the  walls  and  foundations  of  fuperb 
edifices  were  feen  on-  every  fide ;  but  all  are  in  ruins, 
and  almoft  covered  with  fand.  Ne2r  Tcffa,  which  is 
on  the  confines  of  Egypt  and  Nubia,  they  alfo  favf 
fome  remains  of  antient  buildings,  which  like  the 
laft,  were  built  of  white  ftoncs,  peifedtly  well  joined 
5  together. 
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together.  The  columns  on  the  infide  arc  dill  fubfift- 
ingi  but  thofe  that  were  without  are  ruined. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  not  above 
agun-lhot  diftant  from  the  village,  an  incident  hap- 
pened that  let  them  know  the  charadtcr  of  the  inha- 
bitants. Thefe  ordered  them  to  bring  the  barnue  to 
land,  that  they  might  fee  the  Franks,  and  have  lomc 
of  the  riches  they  carried  with  them  :  but  this  being 
rcfufedi  a  mufket  was  fired  at  the  barque  from  each 
fide  of  the  river ;  this  infult  was  returned  by  a  double 
difcharge  of  fevcn  muflcets  toward  the  place  whence 
the  voice  came  t  but  the  natives  having  hid  themfelves 
behind  fome  ftohcs^  received  no  damage.  They  were 
however  filent  for  fome  time  j  but  foon  refuming  their 
courage,  began  to  fire  again,  and  to  give  abufive  Ian*- 
guagc.  This  did  not  pleafe  thofe  in  the  barque : 
they  therefore  called  out  to  them,  that  if  they  did 
not  defift,  they  would  land,  and  entirely  exterminate 
them  i  which  had  its  efFetfl,  artd  no  more  was  heard  of 
them. 

The  next  diy,  there  being  no  wind,  they  lay  bs^ 
fore  a  village  named  Scherck  Abohuer,  which  has  a 
diftrift  of  near  two  leagues  in  extent  j  the  pilots 
who  was  a  native  of  the  place,  afluring  them  that 
they  would  find  his  countrymen  a  good  fort  of  peo*> 
pie,  and  that  they  might  land  with  the  utmoft  fafety. 

Mr.  Norden  vificed  the  adjacent  parts,  and  at  a 
fmalldiftance  obferved  along  the  Nile  an  antique  quay^ 
made  of  ftopes,  all  cut  in, the  form  of  prifms,  ancj 
fowell  joined  together,  that  there  was  not  the  Icalt 
fpace  between.  Near  it  were  five  or  fix  cottages  built 
with  ftoneS)  entirely  covered  with  hieroglyphics  \  but 
ho  edifice  could  be  difcovcred  whence  they  were 
taken.  The  grcateft  breaSithof  the  land,  from  the 
mountains  to  the  border  of  the  Nile,  is  in  this  diftricl 
no  more  than  100  paces. 

The  wind  being  fair  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  immediately  fet  fail  \  Mr.  Norden  took  a 
view  of  feveral  villages,    and  fome   inconfiderablc 
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ruins.  They  now  came  to  the  mod  difficult  paffagt 
in  the  whole  Nile.  The  river  here  is  entirely  croffcd 
by  rocks,  concealed  under  the  water  •-•  at  the  fides  of 
thcfe  rocks  the  river  is  of  great  depth,  and  the  inter- 
mediate fpaces  form  eddies  or  whirlpools.^  Thofeiir 
the  barque  condu<flcd  themfelves  with  all  the  precau- 
tion that  fo  dangerous  a  palTage  required  ^  but  the 
misfortune  was,  that  the  barque  did  not  obey  the  rud- 
der: (he  ftruck  upon  a  rock,  and  continued  in  a 
frightful  fuuation.  She  was  taken  hold  of  precifely 
in  the  middle,  and  the  whirl  of  the  water  made  her 
turn  upon  the  rbck  as  upon  a  pivot.  Happily  the 
current  and  the  wind  beat  againft  the  barque  at  the 
fame  timie,  and  this  was  their  fafety  j  the  barque,  by 
this  meansi  in  a  little  time,  c]!fen"gaged  itfclf  without 
farther  aOiftance,  and  thofe  on  board  took  fuch  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind,  that  they  were  foon  out  of  dan- 
ger.  At  length  they  arrived  at  Schemcdfcrefchiedy  a 
village  where  they  ftaid  all  night. 

The  next  morning  they  fet  fail  from  thertce,  and 
foon  after  an  adventure  happened  which  (hews  the  dif- 
pofition  of  thefe  people.  Mr.  Norden  was  examin- 
ing the  names  of  the  pkees  by  which  he  had  paffed 
the  preceding  day  i  the  commander  of  the  veffel,  and 
tlie  Jew  valet  were  fitting  near  hin»,  and  repeating 
the  names  of  thole  places  that  were  already  written, 
while  he  corre<5led  them  by  their  pronunciation  j  when 
a  paflenger  ftaningtip,  threw  himfelf  upon  Mr.  Nor- 
den,  feized  the  paper  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  tearing 
it  in  pieces,  retired  quietly  to  his  place,  where  he  fat 
down  as  If  nothing  had  happened.  Mr.  Norden  not 
being  able  to  underftand  the  meaning  of  this  iafo- 
lence,  was  relieving  with  himlelf  whether  he  (hould 
referit  it  or  not,  when  thofe  who  were  prefent  burft 
into  a  loud  laugh.  Upon  this  he  alked  the  reafon, 
and  they  explained  to  him  the  whole  mvftery.  The 
fellow  Wis  unwilling  he  fhould  know  the  place  from 
whence  he  came,  becaufe  he  might  return  fome  years 
•after  into  Nubia,  and  bringing  more  people  with  him, 

might 
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inight  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  country  -,  alledg- 
Ing  that  if  he  knew  the  name  of  the  village  where  he 
was  born,  and  had  it  in  writing,  he  (hould  not  fail 
to  be  taken  as  well  as  the  reft :  and  that  this  was  the 
ible  caufe  of  his  fnatching  the  paper^  in  which  the 
name  was  going  to  be  written. 

Mr.  Norden  could  fcarcely  forbear  laughing  at  the 
fellow's  fimplicity ;  but  to  prevent  the  confcquences 
of  fuch  an  humour  for  the  future,  he  aflumed  a  very 
ferious  air,  ordering  the  commander  of  the  veffel  to 
draw  near  the  bank,  and  put  that  infoleht  fellow  on 
Ihorc  i  adding,  "  The  barque  is  entirely  ours ;  it  is 
only  by  courtefy  we  give  any  one  a  paflage,  and  when 
any  body  behaves  infolently  we  fhaJl  turn  him  out." 
The  feUow,  whb  was  indeed  a  paflenger,  now  hum- 
bly begged  to  ftay,  and  promifed  to  behave  better 
for  the  future ;  upon  which  Mr.  Norden  fuffercd  him- 
Iclf  to  be  prevailed  on,  and  the  man  from  tha  time 
was  quiet  and  tradtable.         • 

In  the  mean  time  they  paffcd  by  feVerat  other  vil- 
lages, and  the  wind  falling  calm^  they  fadened  the 
barque  on  the  weftcrn  Ihore,  near  a  village  named 
Sabuaj  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  are  fome  re^ 
markable  antiquities,  built  in  the  antient  Egyptian 
tafte.  Thefe  ruins  are  in  a  plain  covered  v.ii.s  fand, 
where  from  fome  broken  waljs  there  appear  to  have 
been  other  buildings  of  a  vaft  extent. 

The  next  morning  they  again  fet  fail,  and  iri  the 
afternoon  approaching  a  village  named  KorolbofF, 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  fhore^  the  natives  called  out 
to  them  to  bring  the  barque  to  land.  They  obeyed, 
and  then  heard  that  the  Schorbatfchie,  the  father  of 
the  cafhif  Ibrim^  was  there  at  his  country  houfe. 
Upon  this  they  went  a(hore,  and  Mr.  Norden  waited. 
upon  this  potentate,  accompanied  by  the  aga  of 
Aflbaan*s  brother,  the  Jew  valet,  ami  the  janizary 
who  went  with  them  as  a  guard.  They  found  the 
great  man  feated  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  expoied  to 
all  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  employed  in  deciding  A 
difpute  between  two  men  about  a  camel^     He  nad 
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the  look  of  a  wclf,  and  was  drefled  like  a  beggaf; 
An  old  napkin,  which  was  formerly  white,  made  his 
turban£}  ai^d  a  red  drefs,  ftill  more  old,  fcarce  cover, 
cd  his  body,  which  appeared  through  the  holes.  Mr. 
Norden  falutcd  him  in  the  ordinary  manner ;  but  as 
he  had  brought  no  prefent,  he  did  not  fo  much  as  aik 
him  to  fit  down ;  but  he  placed  himfelf  by  him,  with- 
out asking  his  permiflion,  and  put  into  his  hands  the 
letters  the  aga  of  Aflbuan  and  his  ion  had  furniihed 
him  with.  The  latter  he  put  in  his  turbant,  but 
read  the  others  wi^h  great  attention  $  after  which  he 
turned  to  thofe  who  Were  pleadings  each  of  whom 
feemed  p  imagine  he  ihould  gain  his  caufe  by  dint  of 
noife.  The  Sehorbatfchie.fometimcs  intermixed  his 
voice,  and  made  himfelf  fo  Well  heard,  that  it  could 
not  be  doubted  but  that  he  was  the  judge. 

As  this  trial  feemed  as  if  it  would  not  be  foon  end- 
ed, Mr*  Norden  ordered  the  Jew  to  fpeak  to  the 
cfFendi,'  who  was  prefent,  in  order  to  prevail  on  the 
Schorbatfchie  to  difpatch  him  fpeedily.  This  the 
efFendi  did;  and  on  the  Schorbatfehie's  hearing  from 
iiitii^  that  the  Jew  was  Mr.  Norden's  interpreter,  he 
alked  himt-why  his  mailer  had  not  brought  him  a 
good  prefent  ?  "  You  go  too  faft,  replied  the  Jew. 
What,  aflc  for  prefents  before  you  have  done  him  the 
lead  fervice  !  Shew  yourfelf  his  friend,  and  you  will 
fee  that  he  will  pay  you  well."  Thjs  flattering  hope 
entirely  changed  the  gentleman's  behaviour :  he  af- 
fumed  an  air  of  mildnefs ;  faluted  Mr.  Norden,  and 
told  him  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  Der- 
ri ;  that  he  would  be  there  before  him,  where  he 
would  give  him  entire  fatisfadlion*  At  the  fame  time 
he  ordered  his  fon  to  (;ondu(5t  him  to  his  country 
lioufe,  to  fhew  it  him,  and  to  fend  a  goat  as  a  prefent 
to  the  barque. 

•  Mr.  Nordch  by  this  means  faw  his  country- feat, 
which  might  with  more  propriety  be  termed  a  liable  ^ 
s(nd  while  he  was  looking  at  it,  his  condudlor  chofe 
from  fcven  pr  eight  flie-goats  the  pooreft  he  could 
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\nd.  As  they  were  returning  to  the  barque,  the  Jew 
told  Mr.  Norden,  that  the  effendi,  who  was  a  native 
of  Cairo,  had  (hewed  great  furprize,  at  their  having 
dared  to  advance  fo  far ;  and  obferved,  that  they 
might  think  themfelv  happy  if  they  efcaped  in 
fafety :  but  he  feemed  to  give  little  attention  to 
this  difcourfe.  On  hjs  arriva}  at  the  barque,  he  found 
that  the  goat,  lean  as  (he  was,  was  become  s^  bone  of 
contention.  The  crew  laid  claim  to  it,  and  main« 
tained  that  the  Schorbatfchie  had  fent  it  for  their  fup- 
per ;  the  commander  of  the  veflel  fided  with  them ; 
but  the  valet  being  unwilling  to  furrender  it,  the  dif- 
putfc  grew  warm,  and  Mr.  Norden  was  obliged  to 
maintain  his  right  by  ferious  menaces  •,  but  having 
thus  determined  the  property  of  the  goat  in  his  own 
favour,  he  generoufly  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  the 
crew. 

Mr.  Norden  had  no  fooner  fet  fail,  than  the  com- 
manHfr  of  the  barque  declared,  th^t  he  would  not 
upoi;  i  confideration  carry  him  farther  than  Derri  -, 
andaic  b  -3  ftiould  induce  him  to  proceed  to  the  fe- 
tend  catari^.  Thefe  difcourles,  added  to  the  efFen- 
^i's  advice,  caufed  Mr.  Norden  to  make  fevcral  feri- 
ous reflexions :  but  he  was  too  far  engaged  to  drav/ 
back,  and  was  refolved  to  continue  advancing  to  fee 
what  would  be  the  refult  of  it.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  thought  proper  to  impofe  filence  on  the  comman- 
der of  the  veflel,  and  to  affure  him,  in  what  manner  . 
foever  things  might  turn  out,  they  Ihould  always  have 
it  in  their  power  to^  demoUlh  him  :  and  that  if  any 
misfortune  befel  them,  they  (hould  cqnfider  him  as 
theguthor  of  it,  and  be  fure  to  make  him  the  firfl: 
vidim.  Thefe  menaces  made  him  change  his  tone^ 
i^nd  he  fwore,  that  if  Baram  Cafhif,  to  whom  the 
\>on  belonged,  would  permit  it,  he  would,  with  all 
bis  heart,  convey  them  as  far  as  he  could  fail :  but 
he  exhorted  Mr.  Norden  and  his  attendants  to  take 
are  of  offending  that  tyrant,  of  whom  he  gave  a 
dreadful  defcription,  though  he. was  his  mafter. 
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A  cajm  coming  on,  and  the  current  driving  thcijj 
back,  they  fadened  the  barque  near  Amada,  a  village 
on  the  weftern  ftiore,  almofl  oppofitc  to  KorofkoflF, 
where  Mr.  Norden  landed,  in  order  to  fee  an  anticnt 
Egyptian  temple,  which  jn  length  of  time  had  got 
into  the  hands  of  the  Chridians.  On  the  walls  are 
paintings  of  the  Trinity,  the  apoftles,  and  fevei-al 
orher  faints*,  and  where  the  plafter  has  fallen  off,  the 
hieroglyphics  that  are  underneath  begin  tp  appear. 
This  temple  is  ftill  entire  ;  but  a  monaftery,  that 
had  been  built  near  it,  is  abfolutcly  ruined. 

Mr.  Norden  having  taken  a  drawing  of  it  with- 
drew ;  he  had  perceived  no  body  on  the  way,  but 
near  the  barque  he  met  with  one  of  the  natives  on 
horfeback,  entirely  naked,  only  his  breaft  was  cover- 
ed with  a  goat's  Ikin.  He  was  armed  ^yith  a  long 
pike,  and  a  buckler  made  of  the  (kin  of  a  rhinoceros. 
This  man  ftopt  him  ;  but  after  afking  him  fome  quel- 
tions,  and  finding  he  was  not  nnderftood,  rode  off. 

The  Nile  was  here  fo  (hallow,  that  in  fcveral  places 
the  barque  could  fcarcely  pafs. 

The  next  morning,  the  wind  being .  north,  they 
were  obliged  to  tow  the  boat  along  the  (hore  during 
the  whole  day.  It  was  now  remarked,  tjiat  the  flope 
of  the  (hore  of  the  river  was  for  the  moft  part  cover- 
ed with  lupines  and  radifhes,  and  the  feed  of  which 
fervcs  for  making  oil.  There  were  likpwifc  fomc 
other  plants,  fuch  as  fuccory  and  burnet.  Mr.  Nor- 
den remarked  here  an  old  method  of  crolTing  the  Nile. 
Two  men  werie  fitting  on  a  trufs  of  llraw,  while  a 
cow  fwimming  before,  one  of  them  held  in  one  hand 
her  tail,  and  with  the  other  guided  the  bead  by  a 
cord  faftcned  to  her  horns  :  the  other  riian,  who  was 
behind,  (leered  with  a  little  oar,  by  means* of  which, 
he  kept  at  the  fame  time  the  balance.  The  /arne  day, 
he  likewife  (aw  fomc"  loaded  camels  cro(ring  the  river. 
A  man  iwimming  before,  held  the  bridle  of  the  firft 
cariicl  in  his  mouth;  the  fecond  camel  was  faftened 
to  the  tail  of  the  firft,  and  the  third  to  the  tail  of  the 
'  .  ■  fecond, 
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lecond,  while  another  man  brought  up  the  rear,  and 
took  care  that  the  fecond  and  third  camels  (hould  fol- 
low in  a  row. 

Two  days  after  they  arrived  at  Deir  or  Derri,  which 
is  fituated  pp  the  caltern  Ihpre  of  the  Nile,  pretty 
near  the  place  ip^here  the  river  begins  to  diredt  its 
courfc  toward  the  weft.     The  news  of  their  arrival 
had  gone  before  them  •,  for  on  their  fattening  their 
barque  to  land,  a  croud  of  people  were  running  in 
order  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  by  feeiag  them.     Mr. 
Nordeii  being  told  that  the   Schorbatfchie  was  re- 
turned, and  had  aflembled  other  princes  at  his  houie, 
immediately  wai^d  on  him,  attended  by  one  of  the 
priefts,  who  underftood  the  language,  and  the  Jew 
valet.    They  found  thefe  petty  princes  in  a  grand 
divan,  and  were  received  with  much  civility.     Baram 
calhif  fat  as  prefident,   and,  after  the  firit  compli- 
ments, let  Mr.  Nofden  know,   that  they  had  beea 
confulting  together  about  him  •,  and  as  they  intended 
to  promote  his  voyage,  they  had  thought  it  was  befl: 
for  him  to  ftay  at  Derri  ti]l  the  arrival  of  the  new  ca- 
lhif, when  tljiey  Oiould  go^o  war  with  a  people  that 
dwelt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fecond  .catarad  ^ 
and  as  they  (hould  lead  an  army  of  500  men,  he  would 
travel  in  good  company,  and  with  the  utnioil  fafety. 
The  whole  divaii  'teftified  their  being  of  the  fame 
fendments :  but  Mr.  Norden,  perceiving  that  ^  plot 
was  laid  for  him,  anfwered.  That  he  and  thofe  witl^ 
him  preferred  continuing  their  voyage  upon  the  Nile 
in  the  barque  they  had  hired;    but  that,  however, 
they 'would  confftler  on  the  offer  which  had  been 
made  them.  '  Brrnm  Cailiif  being  then  informed  that 
Mr.'  Norden  defired  to  have  a  private  conference  with 
him,   he  confentcd,  and  appointed  the  hour.     On 
which  our  traveller'  rofp  up,  faluted  the  divan,  and 
returned  to  the  barque,  in  order  to  confult  with  his 
companions  in  the  voyage,  on  the  mcafures  moft  pru- 


djent  to  be  taken. 
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The  propofal  of  the  divan,  joined  to  what  they 
had  been  told  at  Aflbpan,  made  every  one  think  it- 
would  be  madnefs  to  go  any  farther ;  and  that  it  wa^ 
ncceffary  to  turn  back  as  loon  as.  poflible.  At  tlic 
hour  appointed  Mr.  ^orden  waited  upoo  ^ar^m  ca- 
Ihif,  and  informed  him,  that  theve  were  none  of  them 
in  a  condition  to  bea^:  fo  Ipng  a  journey  \>y  land,  and 
that  they  begged  of  him»  as  a  favour,  that  he  would 
oblige  the  commander  of  the  barqye  ;o  convey  thetn 
to  the  fecond  cataradt.  He  anfwered,  that  thQ  barque 
was  his ;  that  if  his  fervant  had  engaged  to  c^rry 
them  farther,  he  bad  exceeded  his  orders;  that  be- 
fide,  the  water  of  the  Nile  was  too  fti^llow  to  render 
it  pofllble  to  go  up  ^he  Nile  as  far  a$  the  cataraft; 
that  they  would  be  forced  to  flop  ibmeyhere  upori 
the  way  \vith  his  barque,  which  would  b^  a  grea^ 
Icfs  to  him.  Mr-  Norden  replied,  "  Since  it;  is  not 
poffible  to  advance  by  water,  and  on  ^he  other  hand 
we  are  unable  to  go  by  land,  w^  ha^v^  no  other  mea- 
fure  to  take  |?ut  to  return  back."  "  You  may,  he 
replied,  but  it  fhall  not  be  with  my  barque.  I  want 
it  *,  and  you  n)ufl:  take  your  things  out  of  it  as  loon 
aspoflibie.V    •  •  .      •  •♦ 

Mr.  Norden  ^ould  not  ppw  doulpt  of  the  bad  de- 
figns  formed  againft  him.  There  was  theii  no  other 
t>arque  at  Derri,  and  even  if  there  l;iad  be^n  'One,  no- 
body would  hsive  dared  tO  carry  h^m  in  it  without  the 
•permi^i6n  of  t^i^  nian»  who  was  a  real  tyrant.  '  Mr. 
Nofden  therefore,  by  "*  means  of  the  Jew  ai;id  the 
prieft,  offered  him  all  the  advantages  be  could  hope 
for  in  letting  the  barque,  and.  after  many  difficultie$ 
f  he  bargain  was  made  :  the  man  who  commanded  it 
Was  called,  and  they  al^  fwore,  holding  th^ir  hands 
on  their  boards,  to  (land  to  the  Agreement.  Baram 
cafliif  was  fo  iatisfied  with  it,  that  he  made  Mr.  Nor- 
den d  prefent'of  two  new  zagaies,  or  darts,  and  the 
i)izzle  of  a  young  elephant,  which  he  faid  he  had 
carried  above  ten  years ;  and  oh  his  returning  to  the 
v     '    •     .  .    '*     '   '      •        >*    barque, 
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|^rqu(;,  he  fent  after  hitn  a  goat,  and  a  t^alketof 

dates. 

Mr.  Norden  npw  fent  hitp  a  prefent  of  tobacco* 
(Irong  liquors,  and  other  things ;  but  his  affairs  had 
already  taken  a  different  turn  :  the  Schorbatfchie  had 
heard  pf  the  agreement,  and  being  apprehenfive  of 
lofing,  by  the  departure  of  the  boat,  all  the  advan- 
tages he  had  expected,  \\c  talked  >yith  Baram  cafhif, 
9nd  ipade  him  change  his  fentiments.  He  therefore 
rejedbed  the  prefent,  faying  they  had  made  a  fool  of 
him,  and  that  he  muft  have  things  of  greater  value. 

The  Jew  returning  >yith  this  report,  they  could 
fcarcc  give  credit  to  what  he  fajd ;  they,  however, 
comrniflTioned  the  father  to  wa'^t  on  him  again.  Ba- 
ram c^fliif  gave  him  a  very  cold  reception  *,  told  him 
9  thoufand  foolifh  thingr  and  the  priefl  obferving, 
that  lie  ought  to  confider  |:hey  were  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  grand  Agnior,  he  anfwered  in  a  feeming 
][age,  *'  I  laugh  at  tne  horns  of  tfie  grand  fignior ; 
i  am  here  grand  i\gnior  myfelf,  and  will  teach  you  to 
refpei^  me  as  you-  ought.  I  know  already  what  fort 
of  people  you  ^ije,  ^dded  he.  I  have  confulted  my 
^up,  ancl  have  jfoupd  by  it,  that  you  are  thofe  of 
whom  qne  of  opr  prophets  has  faid.  There  would 
come  Franl^s  in;difguife,  who  by  little  prefcnts,  and 
by  a  foothing  and  inf^nuating  behaviour,  would  pafs 
every  whei:e  ;  examine  the .  ftate  of  the  country  ;  go 
to  make  a  report  of  it,  ^nd  after^y2rd  recurnii\g  with 
a  great  number  of  Franks,  conquer  and  exterminate 
VS  all.  ^ut  I  will  take  care  pf  that :  ypu  muft  qui^ 
the  barque  without  delay." 

The  tather  having  at  his  return  repeated  this  dif- 
cour£e,  it  was  refolved  not  to  quit  the  barque  but 
yikh  life.  Hpwever,  early  the  next  morning  Mr. 
Norden  waited  on  Baram,  accompanied  by  the  priefl, 
who  fpofce  the  language,  and  by  the  Jew.  The  ca- 
(hif  foon  appeared,  repeated  his  accuftomed  cant, 
and  offered  to  conduct  them  to  the  cataraft :  but  on 
'(heir  letting  hini  know  that  they  had  no  mind  to  go 
*    ■       *  '  thither. 
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thither,  he  demanded  large  prefents.  Upon  this  Mr. 
Norden  afked  him  by  what  right  he  formed  fuch  pre- 
tenPions  *,  ^nd  what  he  meant  by  playing  thus  with  his 
oath,  and  breaking  the  bargain  he  had  made?  En- 
raged at  thefe  reproaches,  he  fwore  that  he  would 
make  them  know  who  he  was,  knd  threatened  to  take 
away  their  lives.  To  which  Mr.  Norden  anfwered, 
that  thcf  Ihould  be  able  to  take  their  meafures;  and 
quitting  him  without  taking  leave)  they  went  imme- 
diately to  the  fcorbatfchie. 

This  officer,  who  was  as  great  a  villain  as  the  other, 
treated  them  with  much  tKe  fame  language.  On 
which  Mr.  Norden  rofi?  up,  and  raifing  his  voice, 
cried,  "  Tell  him,  if  they  have  taken  their  refolu- 
tion,  we  have  taken  ours,  and  will  wait  the  ilTue  with 
our  weapon  in  our  hands.'*  Upon  this  he  went  to 
the  door,  and  the  father  and  the  Jew  having  inter- 
preted what  he  faid,  followed  him  clofejy.   ' 

As  they  were  croffing  the  market-place,  in  order 
to  hailen  to  the  barque,  Baram  cafhif,  who  was  there, 
fent  for  Mr.  Norden,  and  being  then  in  his  good  hu- 
mour, made  liim  fit  down  by  him  ;  and  faluting  him, 
faid,  he  muft  cloath  him  like  an  emir,  and  make 
him  other  prefents,  which  he  mentioned.  Mr.  Nor- 
den promifed  to  content  hini,  provided  he  would  im- 
mediately give  orders  fpr  their  departure  5  and  the 
bargain  feemed  to  be  again  concluded.  As  no  agree- 
ment was  yet  made  with  the  fcorbatfchie,'  Mr.  Nor- 
den propofcd  to  return  to  him;  but  the  calhif  defircd 
that  the  others  might  be  fent,  and  that  he  would  ftay 
with  him  till  they  came  back. 

This  being  agreed  to,  they  were  no  fooner  alone, 
than  the  cafhif  ordered  fome  dates  and  water  to  be 
brought  i  and  treating  Mr.  Norden  with  great  civi- 
lity, made  him  underiland  that  he  fhould  give  him 
fome  of  his  ftiirts,  with  fome  coffee,  rice,  &c.  This 
he  promifed  by  figns,  and  in  broken  Arabic.  The 
calhif,  filled  with  joy,  renewed  his  carefles  -,  but  it 
was  vifible  they  were  owing  to  his  avarice.    Both  the 

Arab? 


TRAVELS  through  EGYPT.      219 

j^rabs  and  the  Turks  are  accuftomcd  to  put  what 
they  efteem  mod  valuable  in  the  folds  of  their  tuN 
bant,  an4  thofe  of  their  fcarf -,  and  B^ram  calhif 
wanting  to  know  whether  he  did  rtot  carry  foinething 
valuable  about  him,  b^gan  with  filling  his  pockets 
with  dates,  and  then  putting  fome  into  his  fcarf  and 
turbant,  took  care  to  fearch  at  the  iame  time  whether 
he  could  not  find  any  thing  in  them  :  but  Mr.  Nor- 
den  had  wifely  taken  every  thing  out  before  he  left 
the  barque,  fo  that  he  loll  botn  his  labour  and  the 
dates. 

In  thip  mean  while,  the  prieft  and  the  Jew  returned, 
without  being  able  to  prevail  on  the  fchorbatfchie ; 
on  which  Baram  cafhif  told  Mr.  Norden,  that  if  he 
would  (lay  with  him  and  let  the  others  go,  he  would 
treat  hihi  as  his  own  brother.  But  that  gentleman, 
after  thanking  him  for  his  offer,  entreated  him  to 
finiihthe  affair,  and  give  orders  for  his  departure. 
To  this  he  confehted  ;  and  taking  them  to  his  houfe, 
made  frefh  proppfals  j  *  and  it  was  agreed,  that  he 
ibould  have  Mr.  Norden's  fuit  of  cloaths,  a  pair  of 
piftoh,  fome  powder  and  ball,  and  fifteen  fevillans : 
that  the  fame  fum  fhould  be  given  to  the  fchorbat- 
fchie ;  that  befide,  the  cafhif  mould  receive  35  fevil- 
lans for  the  hire  of  the  bariquej  6  fevillans  Ihould  be 
given  to  the  man  who  was  to  command  it,  and  3  to  the 
lailors.  On  thefe  conditioris  they  were  to  fail  in  the 
night,  that  they  might  do  it  witn  th«  greater  fafety. 
The  cafhif  then  told' them,  he  would  go  and  make 
the  fchorbatfchie  hearken  to  reafon,'  and  afterward 
come  to  thfe  barque  to  fee  the  prefents  defigned  him. 

Our  travellers  now  hafted  to  the  barque,  where 
they  immediately  caufed  eVery  thing  they  had  bar- 
gained for  to  be  taken  but  of  their  chefts,  to  prevent 
their  being  obliged  to  open  them  in  the  prefence  of  the 
cafhif  J  taking  care  to  conceal  all  th^ir  houfhold  uten- 
fils,  with  a  thoufand  ufeful  trifles,  ind  to  e^fipofe  no- 
thing to  the  fight  but  weapons,  of  which  they  had  a 
pretty  good  flock.  '  .  - 
'•     •  •-  In 
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In  about  an  hour  Baram  cafhif  arrived,  and  orderin!« 
every  body  on  the  bank  of  the  Nile  to  retire,  entered 
the  bark ;  and  having  feen  his  prefent,  appeared  well 
fatisfied.  He  defired  that  it  might  be  concealed  from 
the  fchorbatfchie,  who  was  coming,  and  kept  till  it 
grew  dark,  when  he  would  fend  one  of  his  flaves  for 
It.  But  the  fchorbatfchie,  on  his  arrival,  appeared 
diflratis6ed  with  the  bargain  *,  and  refuting  to  accept 
of  a  piece  of  common  red  cloth,  fufficient  to  make 
him  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  retired  difcontented.  Baram 
calhif,  however,  bid  them  fear  nothing,  for  he  would 
ftand  to  his  agreement.  Who  would  not  have  thought 
that  he  now  a<5bed  fincerely  ?  efpecially  as  the  man 
who  had  the  care  of  the  boat,  came,  and  faid  he  had 
received  orders  from  his  mafter  to  fail,  and  for  that 
purpofe  had  put  frefh  merchandizes  oh  board.  Yet 
at  night  no  flave  c^ie  for  the  prefent,  and  this  ren- 
dering Mr.  Norden  uneafy,  he  fent  the  Jew  and  the 
a^a's  brother  to  fee  what  occafioned  this  delay  :  but 
atter  paying  till  paft  midnight,  they  returned  with 
the  melancholy  news,  that  the  cafkif  fworc  to  deftroy 
them ',  and  talked  of  having  cheils  of  gold  before  he 
ivould  fufter  them  to  efcape. ' 

The  effendi  then  came  to  the  barque,  and  told 
themi  he  was  extremely  concerned  at  the  4d  circum- 
ftances  in  which  he  faw  them.  ^*  You  have  to  da 
with  devils,  and  not  pnen,  faid  he.  I  have  the  unhap- 
pinefs  to  be  obliged  to  live  with  them.  I  maintain 
myfelf  in  my  poft,  becapfe  I  can  write,  which  they 
cannot  do  then^elves :  but  I  abhor  the  manner  iii 
which  they  treat  ftrangers,  whence  no  barque  any 
longer  comes  here.  I  know  not  what  it  is  that  re- 
ftrains  them  with  refpeft  to  you  :  but  before  your  ar- 
rival it  was  debated  in  the  divan,  whether  they  (hould 
get  rid  of  you  immediately,  and  in  what  manner  they 
ihould  fet  about  it.  After  great  difputes,  it  was 
agreed  to  conduft  you  into  the  defarts,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  accompanying  you  to  the  cataraA.  What 
ihcy  would  have  done  with  ^ou  when  there,  the  pro- 
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bhct  only  knows :  but  all  they  faid  about  the  wat 
Were  lies,  intended  to  make  you  fall  into  tht  fnarc. 
Believe  me,  you  have  to  do  with  the  greateft  villain 
on  earth.  He  has  killed  nine  men  with  nis  own  hand, 
who  were  his  fi'iends,  and  fome  of  the  mod  powerful 
men  of  the  country.  It  is  this  that  has  rendered  him 
fo  formidable :  he  fupports  his  poWer  by  the  prefents 
he  makes  to  fome,  out  of  what  he  plunders  from 
others.  He  might  be  really  a  calhif,  did  he  but,  dare 
to  go  to  Tfchirche,  to  aik  for  the  caffetan ;  but  he 
is  detert^d  by  the  complaints  often  carried  thithei' 
Ugaind:  him :  thus  he  rather  chufes  to  fend  thithef 
fome  filly  young  fellow,  in  whofe  name  he  governs/ 
Befide,  added  the  effendi,  he  is  drunk  every  night  i 
-~he  then  refembles  a  madman —he  lies  with  his  own 
daughters.— -In  ftiort,  he  is  the  vileft  wretch  I  evef 
knew." 

Thofe  in  the  barque  heard  this  dreadful  character 
without  anfwering  a  word  ;  and  only  afked  his  advice, 
which  he  was  unable  to  give  them.  In  this  uncertainty 
he  left  them,  and  they  continued  in  it  the  whole  night| 

At  break  of  day,  a  (lave  from  the  Calhif  came  to 
tell  the  commander  of  the  barque,  that  he  muft 
throw  all  the  baggage  of  the  Franks  on  ftiore,  and 
oblige  them  to  quit  the  veflel :  but  they  imme- 
diately informed  him,  in  the  prefence  of  the  flave, 
that  he  fhould  not  touch  any  thing  that  belonged  to 
them  5  that  they  were  refolved  not  to  quit  the  barque, 
but  with  life,  and  that  the  firft  perfon  who  Ihould  at- 
tempt to  force  them  out,  fhould  be  laid  dead  on  the 
fpot.  They  promifed,  however,  to  talk  with  the 
cafhif  J  and  Mr.  Norden  had  the  courage  to  go  im* 
mediately  to  his  houfe,  attended  by  the  interpreters. 

They  were  received  with  great  coldnefs  -,  and  on 
their  mentioning  the  fecond  agreement^  he  flew  into 
a  rage,  crying,  "  Get  you  gone,  get  you  gone."  They 
did  not  ftay  to  have  this  brutal  compliment  repeated  •, 
but  went  to  the  fchorbatfchie,  to  know  from  him 
what  they  had  to  expcft.     They  arrived  at  his  houfe 

before 
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before  he  was  up,  and  found  many  people  alTemblcd 
there,  all  of  whom  were  eager  to  calk  to  them,  and 
to  afk  for  fomethidg.  The  pried,  who  was  with 
them,  repeated  what  they  faid ;  and  their  ridiculous 
requefts  save  them  occafion  more  than  once  to  laugh. 
One  of  their  faints,  who  had  filendy  ftood  iii  a  cor- 
ner of  the  room,  at  length  approached  them  •;  and 
being  offended  at  their  good  hurhour^  charitably  told 
them,  in  lingua  Franca,  which  he  fpdke  very  ill, 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  fo  merry,  flnce  it  Would 
better  fuit  them  to  weep :  for  berore  the  day  was 
ended,  they  would,  perhaps,  have  loft  all  their 
gaiety*  But  this  counfel  made  no  great  impteflion 
upon  them*  This  man  was  lately  come  from  Algiers, 
and  was  half  naked  •,  but  his  pretended  character  of 
being  a  faint,  occafioned  his  being  treated  with  great 
veneration. 

The  fchorbatfchie  at  laft  appearing,  they  wiflied 
him  a  good  day,  which  he  coldly  returned.  Mr. 
Norden  then  defired  the  interpreter  to  afk  him,  whc- 
ther  they  might  hope  to  come  to  an  agreement  with 
him  ?  "  Give  me,  faid  he,  five  or  fix  purfes,  and  I 
will  then  talk  to  you.  I  mud  fee  your  che({s.  I  will 
go  this  day  to  the  barque  -,  you  (hall  open  them  for 
me,  and  if  they  are  not  filled  with  gold,  you  (hall 
^are  with  me  what  they  contain."  To  this  Mr.  Nor- 
den refolutely  replied,  That  he  (hould  not  fee  the 
infide  of  his  chefts,  «or  break  them  open  •,  but  that 
he  might  depend  upon  it,  that  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  gave  the  commifTion  would  not  return  to  tell  him 
what  he  had  found  there.  To  this  menace  the  fchor- 
batfchie gave  no  anfwer  •,  but  after  looking  earncftly 
at  Mr,  Norden,  turned  tov/ard  his  own  people,  and 
direfled  his  difcourfe  to  them. 

They  had  now  heard  enough  to-  form  a  judgmenf 
of  what  they  were  to  exped,  and  therefore  retired 
in  order  to  return  to  their  barque  :  but  the  ca(hif  be- 
ing fitting  in  grand  council  in  the  market-place,  and 
feeing  them  pafs  by,  called  to  them  j  and  on  their  ftill 
;^  '  •       -    -       ':-'  .      pro- 
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proceeding,  fent  a  flave  after  thetiv  on  which  they 
went  up  to  him.  He  was  now  no  longer  the  iamc 
man ;  ne  received  them  with  an  air  of  gaiety,  and 
having  made  them  (it  down  by  his  (ide,  afkcd  Mr.' 
Nordefl  why  he  would  not  give  him  a  chcft  of  gold# 
fince  he  had  fo  many  ?  Mr.  Norden  inllantly  arofe, 
in  order  to  go  away,  without  making  him  any  an- 
jWer}  but  the  cafhif  taking  hold  of  his  deaths, 
obliged  him  to  fit  down  again,  and  aiking  why  he 
did  not  anfwer  him  :  he  told  him,  that  he  was  a  pitiful 
fellow,  'without  honour  or  confcience,  and  therefore 
he  would  have  nothing  farther  to  fay  to  him.  The 
interpreter  hefitating,  Baram  perceived  it,  and  or* 
dered  him  with  a  ftern  look  to  tell  him  ai\  without 
omitting  a  fingle  word ;  which  he  having  ionc,  Ba- 
nm,  inftead  of  being  offended,  as  was  expelled,  ler 
up  a  laugh :  and  Mr.  Norden  added,  tliac  he  had  of' 
fered  him  too  much  already  •,  but  if  he  would  iet 
them  go  immediately.  Hie  would  not  regard  what  was» 
pad,  and  would  add  fbme  little  prcfents  tl;at  vvo<4clf 
be  agreeable  to  him.  This  the  cafliif  fcemed  tt.  re- 
lifh :  he  loaded  him  with  careHes,  and  called  him  his 
brother;  demanded  fome  purfes  for  himlelf,  and 
others  for  the  fchorbatfchie ;  and  in  fhort  tbrmed 
other  prctenfiops,  to  which  Mr.  Norden  made  no 
infwcr :  but  being  prcffed  to  fpeak,  he  told  him, 
that  they  had  no  more  than  was  neceflary  for  thtir 
voyage,  and  would  give  him*  nothing ;  that  it  was 
true  he  had  made  him  promifes,  but  as  the  cafhif  had 
broke  his  word,  he  was  difpenicd  with  ^rom  keeping 
his  word  with  him  ;  that  he  fliould  havs.  jthing  but 
by  force,  and  that  he  was  going  to  the  barque  to  put 
pvery  thing  in  order  for  his  recepti  jn.  The  calhif 
heard  this  with  patience,  and  onlv  nfwered,  that  he 
had  force  enough  to  deftroy  therri,  was  he  difpoled  to 
[Jo  it.  **  We  know  it,  cried  Mr.  Norden ;  we  were 
informed  of  your  evil  difpoiuion  before  we  left  Al- 
fouan,  and  there  took  the  precaution  of  having  the 
,  •  infults 
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infults  we  might  fufier  here  revenged,  in  cafe  wfll 
fhould  be  unable  to  revenge  ouKelves.'* 

Upon  this  he  arofe  and  ivtumed  to  the  barquej 
with  a  firm  refolution  of  quitting  it  no  more.  But 
he  had  hot  been  there  half  an  hour  before  the  cafhif 
fent  for  the  interpreter^  on  whkh  the  Jew  went  •,  and 
ibon  returned  with  the  ntv/i;  that  he  begged  thej 
would  fend  him  the  prefents  that  hid  been  zgtctd 
upon,  and  alTo  ibme  other  tfiflesj  oti  Which  condi- 
tions he  promifed  to  let  them  det>art  immediately, 
and  to  accompany  them  himf^lf  to  a  certainMdiftancc. 
Though  little  credit  could  be  given  to  what  he  fard, 
the  prefents  vtctc  fent,  and  alfo  the  nfioney  for  himfelf 
and  the  fchorbatfchie. 

About  noon  the  cafliif  cafti^  to'  l!he  boat  wkh  t^o 
bullies,  ordered  every  thing  to  be  got  ready  for  fail- 
ing; when  afking  Mr.  Norden  if  he  was  now  facis- 
Hed  with  him  ?  he  replied.  That  he  could  not  have 
thought  he  would  have  been  fo  honed,  and  that  he 
was  at  prefent  very  much  iiiclined  m  his  favouf. 
This  was  faying  too  niuch,  "  Since  you  are  favotr- 
ably  inclined  toward  mej  faid  he,  give  me  fomc- 
thing."  They  appeared  a  little  reluftant,  but  he 
would  not  give  over  his  demand  i  and  it  Was  necef- 
fary  to  part  with  feveral  other  trifles.  The  worft  of 
it  wasi  that  he  had  never  done  alking ;  and  no  fooner 
got  one  thing,  than  he  wanted  another,  and  would 
jnot  leave  difputing  for  it  till  he  got  it. 

In  the  mean  while  they  had  proceeded  a  good 
way,  and  night  coming  on,  the  cafhif  landed  at  Ke- 
ravafchie,  and  ordering  his  fupper  to  be  got  ready,  ate 
it  in  the  open  ^ir  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  barque. 
In  the  mean  while,  a  fervant  of  one  of  the  pricftsi 
who  had  been  robbcjd  of  a  riding-coat,  went  to  make 
^is  complaint  to  the  calhif,  who  by  this  time  began  to 
grow  drunk.  He  fell  into  a  violent  paflion,  rofc  up* 
drew  his  fabre,  and^fwore  that  whoever  had  conunit* 
ted  the  robbery  (hould  forfeit  hi$  life.    The  coat  wa* 
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loon  founds  and  the  flavc  who  had  ftole  it  threw  him- 
Iclf  at  his  feet  to  implore  his  mercy ;  our  travellers 
alfo  entreated  for  him,  arid  he  was  happily  pardoned  : 
for  had  Baram  kijled  him,  they  would  have  been 
obliged  to  pay  him  for  the  lofs.  This  was  the  leaft 
that  could  nave  happened  from  it:  they  ivere  there- 
fore much  concerned  at  the  fervant*.s  having  carried 
his  complaint  to  the  caftiif  without  the^r  knowledge; 
but  he  did  not  forefee  the  confequence. 

Baram  calhif,  before  he  left  the  barque,  had  obliged 
them  to  pay  two  fevillans  to  each  of  the  bullies  he 
had  brought  with  him.  He  himfelf  had  fqueezed 
them  the  whole  day,  and  had  \e(t  off  afking,  only 
bccaufe  he  faw  nothing  more  to  afk  for :  but  now  he 
leemcd  defirous  to  return  to  the  charge ;  and  lenC 
ihem  word  that  he  defigned  to  come  to  the  barque  to 
take  his  leave  of  them  ;  but  the  brother  of  the  aga 
of  Aflbuan,  who  had  fupped  with  him,  prevented 
it;  by  reprefenting  that  he  had  fqueezed  them  {o 
much,  that  they  wer**  provoked  beyond  all  patience, 
and  that  he  would  not  be  anfwerable  for  his  life,  if 
he  attempted  fo  much  as  to  enter  the  barque  again. 

Notwithftanding  the  cafhif  was  drunk,  thefe  repre* 
fentations  had  their  effeft,  and  he  contented  himielf 
mh  fending  his  wilhes  of  a  good  voyage  •,  but  Ici: 
them  know,  that  he  had  jud  received  intelligence 
that  his  fultana  was  brought  to  bed,  and  defired  they 
would  be  fo  good  as  to  make  the  child  a  prefent  of 
fome  filver  baubles.  They  promifed  to  fend  them, 
but  took  care  not  to  cjo  it  till  they  were  ready  to  de- 
part. At  laft  they  found  thcnifclves  happily  efcaped 
out  of  the  hands  of  this  tyrant,  and  congratulated 
each  other  on  being  quit  at  fo  cheap  a  ra^e.  As  they 
had  no  wind,  they  had  recourfe  to  their  oars,  which, 
with  the  afliftance  of  the  current,  made  them  advance 
fo  faft,  that  they  foon  loft  fight  of  the  fire  Raram  ca^ 
Ihif  had  kindled  in  order  to  warm  himfelf. 

In  this  paifage  from  Aflbuan  to  Derri  there  is  the 

greateft  difficulty  in  getting  provifions,  nothing  is  ro 
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be  found  but  a  few  Iheep  and  goats  that  are  extream- 
ly  lean,  and  the  latter  good  for  nothing.  Poultry  is 
very  icarce,  and  confequently  eggs  are  not  common- 
with  regard  to  bread,  the  natives  grind  no  more  corn 
than  they  want  for  their  own  immediate  ufe,  and  the 
cakes  they  make  of  it,  are  not  above  half  baked. 
But  what  is  ftill  more  difagreeable,  when  you  p^r- 
chafe  any  thing,  its  being  fold,  delivered,  and  paid 
for,  does  not  make  a  perfect  fale.  Mr.  Norden's  va- 
let had  bought  a  (heep  near  Dendour,  which  one  of 
the  natives  brought  to  the  barque,  in  order  to  fell  it: 
after  much  wrangling,  he  left  it  for  two  fevillans,  and 
went  away  with  the  money  •,  but  in  half  an  hour's 
time,  returned  to  demand  his  (beep,  offering  to  give 
back  what  he  had  received.  Exafperated  at  this  pro- 
ceeding, they  refufed  to  break  the  bargain  •,  befide, 
they  wanted  the  Iheep.  But  the  man  being  obfti- 
nate,  made  a  terrible  outcry,  which  brought  fo  many 
of  his  countrymen  about  him,  that  .to  avoid  coming 
to  extremities,  they-  complied  with  his  requelt,  on 
condition  of  his  returning  the  fevillans.  The  comedy 
did  not  end  here  :  a  moment  after  he  returned  with 
the  fame  fheep,  for  which  he  afked  three  fevillans. 
They  would  nave  turned  him  away ;  but  when  he 
law  that  they  did.  not  want  his  flieep,  he  pretended  to 
oblige  them  to  take  it  for  the  price  they  had  given 
him  at  firfi.  They  hefitated  at  this.  At  laft  he 
came  to  an  agreement,  and  the  flieep  continued  widi 
them  for  one  fevillan  and  fome  meafures  of  corn, 
which  was,  however,  lels  in  value  than  what  was 
given  him  at  firft. 

The  people  from  AfTouan  to  Derri  not  being  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  crofs  the  Nib  in  canoes,  have  diltercnt 
'ways  of  fupplying  the  wane  of  them.  Two  of  thefe 
liave  been  already  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Norden  gives 
a  third.  They  fit  allride  upon  a  great  piece  of  wood, 
placing  their  cloaths  on  their  heads  in  the  form  of  a 
lurbanr,  and  then  making  ufe  of  their  arms  ns  oars, 
crofs  the  river" without  much  difficulty.    This  method 
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is  in  life  where  there  are  even  more  crocodile?  than 
here,  and  yet  no  accidents  happen  from, it.  And 
thofe  who  bathe  every  day  in  the  Nile  make  ufe  of  no 
precautions  againft  that  animal. 

In  fix  days  they  arrived  at  Morrada,  the  port  above 
the  cataradb,  the  people,  as  they  pafled,  being  every 
where  furprized  at  finding  that  they  were  ftill  alive, 
and  at  feeing  that  they  had  efcaped  from  AfiTouan.-r- 
We  return  now  to  Dr.  Pococke.] 

We  left  Affouan,  continues  Dr.  Pococke,  on  the 
27th  of  January,  but  a  cold  and  contrary  wind 
obliged  us  to  lie  by  about  a  league  below  the  town. 
There  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  fuel  in  thefe  parts,  that  the 
natives  are  obliged  to  burn  either  the  reed^  of  Indian 
wheat,  or  cow  dung  dried  ;  the  latter  is  the  fuel  ge- 
nerally ufed  by  the  poor  throughout  Egypt.  Qn  the 
8th  of  February  we  arrived  at  Kept,  where  1  (laid 
two  days  to  view  the  antiquities.  One  of  the  Maho- 
metans, to  whom  I  had  a  letter  to  deliver,  came  to 
me  the  laft  day,  and  took  me  to  fee  fome  things  1  had 
not  yet  obfervcd.  On  our  return  he  conducted  me 
to  the  boat,  and  having  earneftiy  entreated  me  not  to 
depart  till  I  had  heard  farther  from  him,  fome  time 
after  very  kindly  fent  me  a  prefcnt  of  a  kid,  and  two 
balkets  of  bread. 

On  the  nth  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Biidjoura, 
and  went  to  the  convent  of  Furfliout,  after  which  I 
waited  on  the  great  (heik,  whom  I  found  fitting  with 
a  Mahometan  prieft,  and  eating  beans  boiled  m  the 
(hells.  I  delivered  him  my  letter  from  the  (heik  of 
Etfou,  and  he  a(ked  me,  fmiling,  wlierher  the  peo- 
ple attempted  to  detain  us,  and  if  they  tore  my 
book  i  adding,  "  they  thought  you  were  in  fearch 
of  trcafures." 

Qn  the  12th  we  arrived  at  Girge,  and  went  to  the 
convent.  The  bey  was  encamped  to  the  fouth  of  the 
city ;  but  when  I  went  to  the  camp,  he  was  at  his 
haram  in  town  with  liis  ladies;  but  he  foon  came  on 
horfeback,  attendfd  by  about  eight  Qav&s  j  and  on 

Q^  2  his 
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his  arrival,  the  mufic  played  in  the  camp  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  went  to  his  magnificent  tcrtt, 
and  found  him  fitting  on  a  fopha  in  the  corner,  on 
the  right  hand  as  one  enters.  He  was  a  perfon  of  a 
fine  countenance,  with  a  graceful  fmile ;  but  when  he 
pleafed  he  could  aflume  a  ftern  and  majeftic  look  •, 
and  I  thought  his  manner  more  nearly  refembled  that 
of  our  great  men  *-  Europe,  than  any  I  had  feenin 
this  part  of  the  world.  I  delivered  him  a  letter  from 
Ofman'Bey ;  and  my  fervant  placed  my  prefent  before 
him,  coniifting  of  a  dozen  boxes  of  French  prunellas, 
and  a  fine  covered  glafs  vafe  for  ftierbet.  He  gave 
ine  a  very  civil  reception,  defired  me  to  fit,  and  or- 
dered coffee.  On  my  requefting  the  favour  of  fome 
letters  to  the  governors  under  him,  he  enquired  where 
v/c  had  been,  and  fmiling,  alked  if  I  had  found  any 
treafures.  I  then  went  to  the  fecretary's  tent,  where 
the  letters  being  written,  I  returned  with  them  to  the 
bey,  and  he  put  his  fcal  to  them. 

We  then  proceeded  to  El-Bcrbi,  where,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  was  a  temple,  and  this  place  I  fuppofe 
to  have  been  the  ancient  Abydus.  On  my  returning 
to  the  boat,  in  order  to  depart,  I  was  informed  they 
had  taken  away  the  oars,  demanding  a  duty  of  about 
fifteen  fliillings :  but  on  my  fending  to  the  governor, 
I  found  that  they  had  aflced  for  three  times  as  much  as 
their  due*  On  the  14th  we  arrived  at  Akmim, 
where  I  went  to  the  convent,  and  afterward  waited  on 
the  prince,  who  gave  me  fome  letters  I  wanted  on  the 
way  to  Cairo;  and  on  the  17th  landed  at  Raigny, 
where  the  religious  (heik  of  the  famous  ferpent  Heredy 
was  at  the  fide  of  the  river  to  receive  us.  I  car/ied 
the  prince  of  Akmim's  letter  to  the  (heik  of  the  vil- 
lage, who  entertained  us  with  a  grand  collation, 
and  went  with  us  to  the  grotto  of  the  ferpent^  We 
afcended  between  the  rocky  mountains  for  about  half 
1  mile,  and  coming  to  *a  place  where  the  valley  opens 
wider,  faw  a  building  like  a  flicik's  burial  place,  in 

which 
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which  is  a  large  cleft  in  the  rock,  out  of  which  the 
fcrpcnt  is  faid  %o  come  *. 

On  the  20th  we  came  to  Meloui,  whe^e  I  waited 
on  the  Sardar  with  a  prefent  of  EngliOi  cutlery  ware, 
and  fome  other  things.  He  gave  me  a  very  obliging 
reception,  and  faid  he  would  either  go  with  cne  him- 
fclf  to  fee  the  temple  of  Archemounain,  to  have  half 
the  treafures  I  found,  or  he  would  fend  his  fecretary. 
The  next  day  I  went  to  the  town,  when  the  cavalcade 
of  tfee  fardar  going  toward  Archemounain,  with  the 
caia,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  people,  with 
kettle-drums  and  other  mufic,  I  followed,  riding  on 
a  very  indifferent  afs.  Having  viewed  the  temple  in 
company  with  the  fecretary,  1  returned  to  the  caia, 
whofe  carpet  and  cufliions  were  laid  on  an  eminence,' 
on  which  we  fat,  with  the  ftandard  by  him,  that  is 
carried  before  him  when  he  goes  out  in  tfiis  manner. 
I  fat  down  by  his  fide,  and  coffee  was  brought.  After 
this  refrefhnient,  I  returned  to  the  boat. 

Dn  the  24th  we  proceeded  forward,  and  the  next 
day>approached  two  villages,  Sheik  Faddle  on  the 
eaft,  and  Benimfar  on  the  wefl.  Thefe  villages  had  a 
difpute  about  an  ifland  fituated  between  them,  and 
applying  t^  a  gr^.at  bey,  to  decide  the  difference,  he 
not  being  wi^iijg  to  difoblige  either  of  them,  bid 
them  fight  it  out.  This  happening  to  be  the  day  of 
battle,  we  heard  the  firing  of  guns,  and  after  that  a 
noifc  and  fhouting,  as^if  for  a  vidory.  Soon  after  we 
perceived  people  throwing  themfelves  into  the  water 
irom  many  parjts  of  the  iQand,  and  fwimming  to  the 
eaft,  while  others  followed,  firing  at  them  or  pelting 
tber'i  with  ftones;  We  plainly  faw  that  we  were  now 
in  (che  mjdll  of  a  battle,  and  that  it  was  too  late  to 
retire;  we  therefore  prepared  our  arms  to  defend  our- 
felves,  in  cafe  we  fhould  be  attacked.  Obferving 
tjiat  the  chief  fire  was  from  the  eaftern  fide,  the  battle 
being  on  the  wefl,  where  they  were  engaged,  we  were 

^  See  a  particular  account  of  this  ferpent,  p.  i8o.  ante. 
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determined  to  go  on  the  eafl,  under  the  cover  of  their 
fire.  Great  numbers  we  obferved  fwimming  over  to 
the  eaft  with  their  clothes  and  pikes  in  their  hands  j 
and  one  of  them  laying  hold  on  our  boat,  to  reft  him- 
felf,  we  were  afraid  the  people  on  the  weft  fide  would 
fire  on  us,  for  protefting  their  enemies ;  for  the 
weftcrn  people  had  gained  the  victory,  and  moft  of 
them  having  retired  from  the  idand,  difplayed  their 
ftandard  on  the  other  fide.  The  women  on  the  ea(l 
now  came  to  the  bank  of  the  river  to  look  for  their 
hulbands,  clapping  their  hands,  and  beating  their 
breafts.  Mean  while  the  village  of  Sheik  Faddle  on 
the  eaft  manned  a  boat,  put  it  out  into  the  river,  and 
firing  at  the  other  fide,  the  fire  was  returned.  We 
"were  in  great  danger  in  pafling  by  this  boat.  But 
we  were  no  fooner  below  the  village,  than  we  judged 
■we  were  fafe-,  however,  going  out  to  fee  what  pafled, 
I  perceived  a  ball,  which  was  doubtlefs  fired  at  us, 
fall  into  the  water,  only  three  or  four  yards  from  the 
boat.  Thus  I  faw  this  engagement,  which  perhaps 
was  not  much  inferior  to  fome  of  the  little  battles  of 
the  Greeks,  defcribed  by  Thucydides  with  fuch  pomp 
^nd  elegance. 

On  the  26th  I  went  afhore  at  Benefuief,  and  after- 
ward pafled  by  Bouche,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  Pto- 
lemais-  To  this  place  people  ufually  come  in  order 
^o  go  to  the  monafteries  of  vSt.  Anthony  and  St.  Paul,  in 
the  defirts  near  the  Red  Sea  -,  the  former  being  the 
founder  of  the  monaftjc,  and  the  latter  of  the  hermits 
iife.  Ihe  convent  of  St.  Anthony  is  a  large  enclo- 
fure,  the  entrance  of  which  is  by  a  window,  as  at 
mount  Sinai :  there  are  a  great  number  of  palm, 
olive,  and  crher  tre.-s  within  the  enclofure  j  and  the 
monks  have  every  thing  within  themfclves,  and  par- 
ticularly a  tower  for  a  ftorehoufe  defended  by  a  bridn;e, 
as  a  fccurity  in  cnfe  the  Arabs  fliould  break  in  upon 
them.  On  my  leaving  Bouche,  we  ftill  proceeded 
^own  the  river,  and  on  the  47th  of  February  reachtrd 
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Old  Cairo,  having  fpent  exadly  three  months  in  going 
above  the  catara<I:"t,  and  down  again. 

The  river  Nile,  on  which  I  fpent  fo  much  time,  in 
fearch  of  other  curiofities,  may  itfelf  be  confidered  as 
one  of  tiie  greateft  curiofities  in  Egypt.     The  north 
winds  beginning  to  blow  about  the  latter  end  of  May, 
drive  the  clouds  formed  by  the  vapours  of  the  Medi- 
terranean fouthward  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Ethi- 
opia, which  (lopping  their  courfe,    they  condenfe, 
and  fall  in  violent  rains.     The  fime  wind  alfo  drives 
in  the  water  from  the  fea,  and  keeps  back  that  in  the 
river  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  raife  the  waters  above. 
The  Egyptians,  and  efptcially  the  Coptis,  arc  fond 
of  an  opinion  that  the  Nile  begins  f)  rile  every  year 
on  the  fame  day ;  and  indeed  it  generally  beginr.  ori 
the  iSth  or  19th  of  June.     By  accounts  of  irs  rife  for 
three  years,  I  find  it  rofe  the  firfl  fix  days  from  two  to 
five  inches  every  d  ly  ;  for  the  twelve  next  daySj  from 
five  to  ten  inches,  and  thus'continues  rifing  till  it 
arrives  at  the  height  of  16  pikes,  or  cubits,  when  the 
cmal  of  Cairo  is  cut :  after  this  it  continues  rifing* fix 
v.'ceks  longer ;  but  then  the  riic  is  only  from  three  to 
live  inches  a  clay  •,  for  fpreading  over  the  land,  and 
entering  the  canals,  though  more  Water  may  defcend 
than  before,  yet  its  rife  is  not  fo  great;  for  after  that 
canal  is  opened,  the  others  are  alfo  opened  at  fixed 
times,  and  thofe  that  warer  the  lower  grounds,  the 
lafl.     Thefe  canals  are  carried  along  the  highert  parts 
of  the  country,  that  the  water  may  i^*om  them  be  con- 
veyed to  all  the  lower  parts.     It  is  remarkable  that  all 
other  rivers,  being  fuppiicd  from  riv'ulets,  the  ground 
is  loweO;  near  the  banks :  but  as  no  water  falls  into 
tjie  Nile  in  its  pafiTagc  throu[;h  this  country  ;  and  as 
it  is  neceifary  that  this  river  Ihauld  ovcrllow  the  land', 
it  appears  that  the  country  of  Egypt  is  lower  at  a 
diftance  from  the  Nile,  than  it  is  near  it.     In  moil 
parts  it  appears  to  have  a  gradual  defcent  from  the 
Nile  to  the  foot  of  the  hills,  that  may  be  fald  to  begin 
ar  thole  fandy  parts,    a  mile  or  two  dillant  from 
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them,  which  being  gentle  afcents,   ihcy  are  never 
ovcrHoAVcd. 

The  plentiful  rifing  of  the  Nile  is  the  blefling  of 
Egypt.  "When  it  begins  to  rife,  the  plague  begins 
to  flup  y  and  the  benefit  of  the  inundation  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  height  to  which  the  water  rifes. 
Eighteen  pikes  or  cubits  is  cftcemed  but  an  indiffer- 
ent Nile,  2o  is  middling,  and  22  is  a  good  Nile,  be- 
yond which  it  feldom  rifes. 

[rhe  author:  who  have  given  defcriptions  of 
Egypt,  contented  yith  faying  that  the  fertility  of  the 
country  is  folely  derived  from  the  annual  inundation 
of  the  Nile,  Ipve  by  their  filence  given  occafion  to 
think,  that  Egypt  is  a  paradife  on  earth,  where  they 
have  no  need  of  plowing  the  ground,  or  fov/ing  it,  alt 
being  produced,  as  it  were,  fpontaneoufly  after  the 
draining  of  the  waters :  but  they  are  greatly  miftaken ; 
and  I  dare  afiert  from  what  I  have  feen,  that  there  is 
icarccly  a  country  where  the  land  has  greater  need  of 
culturt  than  in  Egypt.] 

\\  Iiere  the  land  lies  higher  than  the  inundation 
rifes,  the  people  are  forced  by  neceflity  to  have  va- 
rious methods  of  raifing  the  water  by  wheels  turned 
by  oxen. 

There  are  fto  fliell-fifh  in  the  Nile,  except  a  kind 
of  mufcle  in  the  canal  near  Faiume,  nor  perhaps  any 
fort  of  fifh  that  are  in  the  rivers  of  Europe,  except 
eels  and  mullets  •,  which  lall,  with  fome  others,  at 
certain  feftfons  come  from  the  fea.  It  is  generally 
obferved.  that  the  crocodile  has  nb  tongue;  but  he 
has  a  flemy  fubftance  refembling  one,  fixed  all  along 
to  the  lower  jaw,  which  may  ferve  to  turn  his  meat. 
He  has  two  long  teeth  at  the  end  of  his  lower  jaw, 
pnfwcring  to  which  are  two  holes  above  to  receive 
them,  The  upper  jaw  is  moveable.  Thefe  ani- 
piaU  ^re  very  quick  fighted ;  for  on  my  making 
a  circuit  to  come  behind  them,  I  always  obferved  they 
iDCgan  to  moye  gently  into  the  water,  as  foon  as  I 
jpamc  in  fight  of  theni  5  there  being  a  kind  of  chan- 
nel 
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ncl  in  the  head  behind  each  eye,  by  which  the  view  of 
objefts  are  conveyed  to  them  from  behind.  They 
make  a  hole  about  two  feet  deep  in  the  fand,  above 
the  water,  in  which  they  lay  their  eggs  and  cover 
them  over,  often  going  to  the  place,  and  taking  care 
of  their  young ;  which,  when  hatched,  immediately 
run  into  the  water.  They  lay  about  fifty  eggs,  nearly 
of  the  fize  of  thofe  of  a  goo(b,  which  arc  25  or  30 
days  in  hatching.  The  people  fearch  for  the  eggs 
with  an  iron  pike,  in  order  to  deftroy  them  :  but  I 
could  get  no  account  in  Upper  Egypt  of  the  ichneu- 
mon's deftroying  them,  or  of  his  entering  by  the 
mouth  of  the  crocodile  into  his  bowels,  and  killing 
him.  When  the  crocodile  is  on  land  he  is  always 
feen  on  the  low  banks  of  Tandy  iflands  near  the  water, 
with  his  head  toward  it  •,  and  if  he  is  diilu;*bed,  he 
walks  flowly  in,  and  difappears  by  degrees.  The 
people  fay  they  cannot  take  a  man  fwimming  in  the 
water ;  but  if  a  man  or  beaft  (lands  by  the  river,  they 
at  once  jump  out  of  the  water,  and  feize  him  with 
their  fore  paws  :  but  if  the  diftance  be  too  great,  they 
make  a  fpring,  and  beat  down  their  prey  with  their 
tails.  The  moft  comn\on  way  of  killing  them  is,  I 
believe,  by  fliooting  them  in  their  bellies,  where 
their  fkin  is  fofr,  and  not  like  their  backs,  armed 
with  fcales.  The  natives  fay,  that  they  make  fomc 
animal  cry  fit  a  diftance,  and  when  a  crocodile  comes 
out,  they  thfuft  a  fpear  to  which  a  rope  is  tied,  into 
his  body ;  then  letting  him  retire  inro  the  water  to 
fpcnd  himfelf,  they  afterward  drag  him  our,  run  a 
pole  into  his  mouth,  and  leaping  upon  his  back,  tie 
his  jaws  together. 

Egypt  extending  on  both  the  banks  of  the  Nile  is 
but  of  a  fmall  breadth,  without  reckoning  the  wind- 
ings of  the  river,  The  climate  is  very  hot  in  fum- 
mer,  from  the  fandy  (oil,  and  its  (ituation  between 
two  ranges  of  mountains  ;  and  even  in  winter  the  fun 
ftiines  with  great  heat  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
though  the  nights  and  mornings  are  very  cold.    In 
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Upper  Egypt  tliey  have  fonKtinws  a  little  rain  ;  but  I 
was  informed  that  it  had  b'jvn  known  to  rain  but 
twice  very  hard  for  about  lialf  an  hour  in  eight  years- 
tliough  it  rained  much  toward  Akmini  when  1  was 
in  thole  parts.  The  weft  and  the  north-weft  wirulj 
are  thofe  that  bring  the  rain.  The  foiuh-eaft  winci  is 
lon^etimcs  fo  excefiively  hot  as  to  refcmble  the  air  of 
an  oven  •,  and  people  are  forced  to  retire  from  it  into 
their  vauhs,  where  the  beft  defence  againft  it,  is  to 
fhut  thcmfeivcs  clofe  up.  This  wind  generally  begins 
about  the  middle  of  March,  and  continues  till  May. 
The  north,  anciently  called  the  Etefian  wind,  begins 
to  blow  in  May,  refrefties  the  air,  and  renders  the 
hcat3  of  fummer  fupportable,  bringing  with  it  health 
and  happinefs.     . 

Egypt  naturally  produces  few  vegetables,  the  heat 
and  inundations  deftroying  moft:  of  the  tender  plants  •, 
but  where  the  Nile  has  overflowed,  and  the  land  is 
plowed  and  fown,  it  yields  a  great  increafe.  Egypt, 
which  was  formerly  the  granary  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire^i  ftill  produces  confiderable  quantities  of  corn 
and  fruity.  Upper  Egypt  fupplies  moft  part  of 
Europe  v/iih  fenna  •,  and  in  the  fandy  grounds  colo- 
quintida  grows  wild.  But  as  Egypt  has  no  grai's, 
they  fupply  its  place  by  fov.ing  the  land  with  clover, 
without  plowing. 

Egypt  feems  to  have  f«w  or  no  trees  th:.t  have  not 
been  tiranrplantcd  from  other  countries.  Thofe  in 
|he  gardens  are  doubtlefs  exotics,  as  the  cafTia, 
or.inges,  lemons,  apricots,  pomegranates,  a  delicate 
fi-uic  caiied  the  n  oleh,  and  the  cous  or  cream-trcc  i 
;he  couoii-tree  alfc  Hourillies  here. 

There  arv^  na  s;rc;M  variety  of  four  footed  beads  in 
Egvpt.  The  CQv/s  ;>re  very  large  and  red,  with  Ihort 
horns  •,  the  natives  maive  ufe  ot  their  oxen  to  turn  t!.e 
wlieels  vsiih  which  they  draw  water,  and  to  plough 
tlie  land.  They  have  alfo  large  buffaloes,  which  are 
Jo  impatient  of  hear,  that  they  will  iland  in  the  water, 
with  only  liieir  noles  out  to  breathe  j  and  when  they 
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have  not  this  convenience,  will  lie  all  day,  like  fwine, 
wallowing  in  mud  and  water.  As  to  the  beads  of 
bur[hcn,  it  has  been  often  obfcrved  how  furprifingl/ 
(he  camel  is  fitted  for  travelling  in  hot  countries, 
where  they  will  go  eight  days  without  water.  Of 
this  I  have  been  a  witnefs.  They  can  live  on  fuch 
little  fhrubs  as  thefe  defarts  produce,  without  grafs* 
and  are  latisfied  with  very  little  com,  which  travellers 
commonly  carry  ground  into  meal,  and  tempering  it 
with  water,  cram  them  with  large  balls.  They  travel 
about  two  miles,  or  two  miles  and  a  half  in  an  hour, 
and  1  have  rode  on  them  1 6  hours  without  (lopping. 
A  fmallcr  fort,  called  hayjin,  pace  and  gallop  very 
fwiftly,  and  it  is  faid  they  will  carry  a  perfon  100 
miles  in  a  day.  The  flefhy  foot  of  the  camel  is  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  travelling  on  the  hot  fands,  which 
would  dcftroy  the  hoof.  The  Arabs  do  not  kill  the 
camel  for  food  j  but  the  Turks  eat  the  flefh  of  the 
young  ones  as  a  mofl  delicate  difh ;  but  will  not  per- 
mit it  to  be  eaten  by  Chriftians,  probably  that  the 
breed  may  not  be  deftroyed. 

The  horfes,  efpecially  thofe  of  Upper  Egypt,  are 
very  fine,  but  their  necks  are  too  (hort.  1  hey  walk 
well,  never  trot,  and  gallop  with  great  fpeed,  turn 
Ihort,  (lop  in  a  moment,  and  are  extreamly  tradlable ; 
but  are  only  fit  to  walk  in  travelling,  and  cannot  perr 
form  long  journies.  In  the  heat  of  fummer,  wher> 
there  is  no  grafs,  they  are  fed  with  chopped  ftraw, 
When  they  go  in  proceflTion,  their  trappings  are  exr 
ceeding  fine,  and  ornamented  with  filver,  or  filver 
gilt.  In  Cairo  all  but  the  great  ride  on  alFes :  thefe 
are  a  fine  large  breeds  and  there  are  faid  to  be  40,000 
oF  them  in  that  city. 

Antelopes  are  common  about  Alexandria,  and  in 
other  places ;  they  have  longer  horns,  and  are  more 
beautiful  than  in  other  countries.  The  foxes  and 
hares  are  of  a  light  colour ;  but  the  latter  are  not 
yery  common.      The  tygcr,    and  the  dubber,    or 
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!)y«na,  are  very  rare ;  however,  there  are  fome  txtf 
Alexandria. 

Among  the  winged  tribe  the  oftrich  defences  th« 
preference.  It  is  caUed  in  Arabic  ter  gimel,  or  the 
camel  bird;  becaufc  in  its  head,  nec^,  and  walk,  it 
rdembles  a  camel.  This  bird  is  common  on  the 
jmountains  ibuth-weft  of  Alexandria :  its  fat  is  fold  by 
the  Arabs,  and  ufed  as  an  ointment  for  all  cold 
twnotjrs,  the  palfy  and  the  rheumatifm.  There  is 
here  a  kind  of  large  domeftic  hawk  of  a  brown  colour, 
with  a  very  fine  eye:  thefe  frequent  the  tops  of 
houfes  -,  and  one  may  fee  the  pigeons  and  thcfc  hawks 
ftanding  clofe  together;  but  though  they  are  not 
birds  ot  prey,  they  eat  flclh  where  they  find  it.  The 
natives  never  kill  them,  and  a^  well  as  r -leir  anaiHors, 
lefem  to  have  a  veneration  both  for  thefe  birds  and  for 
cats.  On  the  iflands  in  the  Nile  I  law  great  numbers 
of  the  ibis,  wlii .  h  was  held  In  great  veneration  by  the 
ancient  Egyptians,  becaufe  thefe  birds,  it  is  faid,  de- 
livered the  country  from  multitudes  of  ilt;rpents,  thaj 
bred  in  tlie  ground  after  the  Nile  retired.  They 
refemble  the  crane,  are  of  a  greyiOi  colour  with  the 
wings  and  tail  black. 

The  natives  of  Egypt  are  now  a  very  indolent  peo- 
ple, who  delight  in  fitting  ftill  and  in  hearing  rales : 
indeed  they  appear  to  have  been  always  more  fit  for  a 
cfuict,  than  an  adive  life  5  this  may  be  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  heat  of  tlie  copntry,  by  which 
they  are  enervated.  They  are  alfo  mifchievous  and 
envious,  which  keeps  them  from  uniting  and  fetting 
1^  for  themfelves.  The  Mahometan  inhabitants  are 
dther  original  natives,  who  live  in  the  villages,  or  of 
the  Arab  race.  The  latter  are  divided  into  thofe  who 
stre  alfo  fettled  in  the  villages,  and  are  generally  an 
honeft  people,  and  thofe  who  live  under  ttiits ;  thefe 
laft  ai«  called  Bedoui,  and  chiefly  fubfift  on  tiic  cattle 
ihey  graze,  which  are  principally  camejs  and  goats, 
rfiat  feed  on  fmall  Ihrubs,  The  I'urks,  who  are  thus 
.        . '  named 
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named  to  dillinguifh  them  from  the  natives  of  the 
country,  and  the  Arabs,  are  thofe  fent  by  the  grand 
fignior,  and  the  (laves.  The  governing  party  is  lakeci 
from  among  them  and  their  defcendants.  Thefe  are 
the  moft  covetous  of  money,  and  moft  defirous  of 
power :  they  diftinguilh  themfelves  from  the  others 
by  what  is  ftridtly  the  Turkiih  drefs. 

Many  of  the  children  in  the  country  go  naked  ali 
the  year  round,  as  almofl:  all  of  them  do  in  fummer. 
The  moft  fimple  drefs  in  Egypt  probably  refemblcs 
the  primitive  manner  of  cloathing,  and  has  Ibmething 
like  that  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  who  were  clad  in 
linen,  with  a  woollen  garment  over  it.  They  wear  a 
long  ftiirt  with  wide  fleeves,  commonly  tied  about 
the  middle.  Over  this  the  common  people  have  a 
brown  woollen  fhirt,  and  thole  of  fuperior  rank,  a 
long  cloth  coat,  and  then  a  long  blue  fliirt :  but  in 
the  drefs  of  ceremony  they  wear  inftead  of  a  blue,  a 
white  fliirt,  which  in  Upper  Egypt  they  put  on  upon 
feftival  days,  and  to  pay  ^reat  vifits  •,  in  the  lower 
parts  they  ufe  a  garment  of  the  fame  form  of  black 
woollen,  which  is  fometimes  left  open  before ;  and 
perfons  of  rank  have  them  of  cloth  and  furred.  Moil 
of  them  wear  under  all  a  pair  of  linen  drawers ;  bin 
do  not  put  the  ihirt  into  them. 

It  is  almoil  a  general  cuftom  of  the  native  Arabs 
and  Mahometans  to  wear  a  white  or  brown  blanket, 
and  in  fummer  a  blue  and  wliite  cotton  Iheet :  this 
the  Chriftians  alfo  conltantly  ufe  in  the  country, 
wrapping  it  round  their  bodies,  over  ths  left  (houlder, 
and  under  the  right  arm,  which  is  left  free.  I  par- 
ticularly obfcrved  that  about  Faiume,  young  people, 
and  the  poorer  fort  wore  no  other  coven ne. 

The  Chriilians  of  the  country,  with  the  janizaries, 
the  Arabs,  and  Egyptians,  wear  flippers  of  red  lea- 
ther, while  thofe  of  the  Jews  arc  blue.  Within  doors 
the  Turks  and  Chriltians  in  the  city,  out  of  frugality, 
wear  a  kind  of  wooden  clogs,  fome  of  wiiich  are  made 
very  fine.     In  thefe  countries  people  are  very  mucfi 
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diftinguifhed  by  the  drefs  of  their  head  and  their  feet  • 
they  are  fined  if  they  do  not  follow  tlie  cuftom ;  and 
none  but  foreign  Chriftians  are  allowed  to  wear  yellow 
flippers. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  is  not  much  unlike  that  of 

the  men,  only  their  drawers,  and  mod  of  their  other 

garments  are  of  filk  :  all  but  their  outer  drefs  are 

Ihorter  than  the  mens,  and  their  fleeves  han^^  down 

very  low.     They  have  a  white  woollen  Ikull  cap ; 

their  heads  are  befide  dreffed  with  an  embroidered 

handkerchief,  and  their  hair  platted  round  it.     They 

have  a  large  black  veil  th^t  comes  over  all,  and  fomc- 

thing  of  gauze  that  covers  the  face  i   for  as  it  u 

cfteemed  a  great  indecency  to  ihew  the  whole  fac , 

they  generally  cover  the  mouth  and  one  eye,  if  not 

the  whole.     The  ordinary  women  wear  a  large  blue 

linen  or  cotton  garment,  like  a  furplice  ;  and  before 

their  faces  hang  a  kind  of  bib,  joined  to  their  heau- 

drefs,  by  a  tape  over  the  nofe  -,  the  fpace  between 

being  only  for  the  eyes :   this  gives  them  a  very  odd 

appearance.     The  women  among  the  vulgar,  efpe- 

cially  the  blacks,  alfo  wear  rings  in  their  nofes,  orna- 

Inented  with  glafs  beads.     They  have  large  ear-rings, 

three  inches  in  diameter,  that  come  round  the  ear, 

and  are  adorned  with  ftones.     They  alfo  wear  ftone- 

rings  on  their  fingers :    thofe  of  the  ordinary  people 

are  of  lead ;   but  the  beuer  fort  have  them  ot  gold. 

Their  bracelets  are  commonly  of  wire  ;  but  fome  are 

of  gold  finely  jointed  ;  but  there  are  fome  of  plain 

iron  or  brafs.     The  vulgar  women  paint  their  lips, 

and  the  tip  of  their  chin  with  bkie  ;  and  thole  of  lu- 

perior  rank  paint  their  nails  and  feet  yellow,  and  the: 

eye-lids  black. 

The  Egyptians  are  but  an  ill-looking  people  •,  manv 
of  them  are  fair  when  young;  but  the  fun  afterward 
renders  them  fwarthy.  They  are  very  dirry  and 
flovenly,  efpecially  the  Coptis ;  and  as  table  linen  is 
feldom  or  never  ufed  by  the  Egyptians,  the  Ariibs 
and  the  Coptis,    I  have  obferved   the  latter,  atcr 
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wafhing  their  hands  when  they  have  eaten,  wipe  them 
with  the  great  fleeves  of  their  fhirts.  Both  the  Turks 
and  Egyptians  are  very  frugal  in  their  manner  of 
living :  the  latter  feldom  eat  meat,  and  the  tables  of 
ihe  great  men  are  of  little  expence  to  ;hem,  confider- 
ing  the  number  of  their  attendants,  in  which  they  are 
very  extravagant.  It  is  common  for  them  to  hayc 
fifty  or  fixty  flaves,  and  a  great  number  of  other 
fervants  and  dependants ;  the  cloathing  of  their 
flaves  is  however  a  great  expence,  as  is  aifo  tlicir 
keeping  many  horfes  -,  it  being  common  for  them  to 
have  from  50  to  200.  imwr 

None  but  people  of  the  middle  rank  rcfort  to  coffee- 
houfes.  Some  of  thefe  have  mufic  at  certain  hours  of 
the  day  •,  and  in  others  a  man  tells  fome  hiltory  or  a 
fort  of  Arabian  tale,  with  a  very  good  grace.  Trade f- 
men  often  fend  to  have  their  provifions  brought  to 
coffee-houfes ;  and  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  do  pals 
whole  days  in  them. 

As  to  the  religion  of  Egypt,  the  Coptic  is  that  of 
the  native  Chriltians  of  the  country.  1  he  Greeks 
are  very  numerous  at  Cairo  and  in  Dalmatia  -,  but 
there  are  not  many  in  Rolctto,  Alexandria,  and  the 
other  parts  of  Egypt,  except  a  few  merchants  in  the 
principal  towns.  There  are  but  very  few  Armenians 
at  Cairo,  though  they  have  a  church  in  that  city. 

The  Chrirtian  religion  would  be  Hill  at  a  lower  ebb, 
did  not  the  people  hnd  it  convenient  to  ha\e  Copti 
ftewards  of  their  eftates,  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
all  affairs,  and  are  very  expert  at  keeping  accounts, 
which  they  do  in  a  fort  of  Coptic  characters  under- 
ftood  by 'nobody  elfe.  Thefe  are  the  protectors  of 
the  Chriftians  in  every  village.  The  Coptis,  how- 
ever, feem  to  be  the  molt  irreverent  and  carclcfs  in 
their  devotions  of  all  the  Eafterns.  They  fpend  the 
night  before  Sundays  and  feilivals  in  their  churches, 
and  pafs  their  holydays  in  fauntring  about-,  fitting 
under  their  walls  in  winter,  and  under  fhady  tiees  in 
liimmcr.     'J  hey  fern  to  think,  that  ail  religion  con- 
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fiib  In  repeating  their  long  fervices,  and  in  ftriflly 
obferving  their  numerous  fails.  Both  the  priells  and 
people  arc  cxtreamly  ignorant :  the  former  perform 
the  fervice  in  the  Coptic  language  by  rote,  of  which 
they  generally  undcruand  very  little ;'  but  they  have 
books  of  their  liturgy,  with  the  Arabic  interpretation. 
They  abilain  from  blocd  and  things  flrangled ;  pray 
for  the  dead,  and  proftrate  themfelves  before  pictures } 
but  have  no  images  except  a  crucifix. 

The  Coptis  bear  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  Greeks, 
and  have  generally  as  little  regard  for  the  Europeans, 
which  in  a  great  meafure  proceeds  from  the  endea- 
vours of  thofe  of  the  Romilh  church  to  make  con- 
verts of  them.  They  rarely  diftinguilh  between  thofe 
of  different  religions,  but  include  all  under  the  name 
of  Franks. 

As  the  Jews  were  in  times  of  Paganifm  afraid  of 
drinking  wine  offered  to  idols,  they  ftill  have  here  all 
they  drink  made  up  by  their  own  people,  fealed  up, 
and  fent  to  them :  this  cuftom  they  obferve  through- 
out all  the  Eaft.  They  have  36  fynagogues  in  Cairo, 
and  one  in  Old  Cairo.  There  is  a  particular  k£t 
among  them  who  live  by  themfelves,  and  have  a  fe- 
parate  fynagogue.  Thefe  are  the  ancient  Eflenes, 
and  have  now  the  name  of  Charaims :  they  are  diftin- 
guifhcd  by  the  regard  they  pay  to  the  five  books  of 
Mofes,  which  they  ftridlly  obferve  according  to  the 
letter,  not  receiving  any  written  traditions. 

Education  in  Egypt  confifts  in  little  more  than 
learning  to  read  and  write,  which  the  Coptis  generally 
learn,  together  with  book-keeping :  but  few  of  the 
Arabs  and  native  Mahometans  can  read,  eijcept  tliofe 
bred  to  the  law,  or  Ibme  employ.  The  flaves  have 
the  bed  education  *,  for  they  underftand  Arabic  and 
Turkilh,  and  often  write  both :  they  are  alfo  well 
(killed  in  riding,  (hooting,  and  throwing  the  dart, 
v/hich  are  eftcemed  great,  accomplilhments.  The 
Turks  in  particular  are  deeply  ^indured  with  the  doc- 
trine of  predeftination,  which  not  only  infpires  them 
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with  courage,  but  makes  them  (hew  great  magnani- 
mity when  thrown  from  the  height  of  power  into  the 
moll  miferable  condition  :  indeed  they  behave  better 
in  adverfity  than  in  profperity  -,  though  when  in  high 
itations  they  affume  a  becoming  gravity,  and  confer  a 
favour  with  a  very  gracious  countenance :  but  they 
are  greedy  of  money  j  and  nothing  is  to  be  done  with 
them  without  a  bribe.  They  fancy  that  the  greateft 
villanies  are  expiated  as  foon  as  they  have  wafhed  their 
hands  and  feet.  This  is  their  preparation  for  prayer. 
The  outward  appearance  of  religion  is  in  falhion 
among  them.  They  pray  in  the  moft  public  places; 
and  when  on  a  vifit  will  call  for  water  to  warn  their 
hands  and  feet,  and  then  perform  their  devotions : 
and  yet  their  words  pafs  for  nothing,  either  in  rela* 
tions,  promifes,  or  profeflions  of  friendlhip.  Opium 
is  not  fo  much  ufed  by  them  as  formerly,  inftead  of 
which  they  drink  fpirituous  liquors  very  plentifully  at 
their  meals.  But  thefe  are  chiefly  the  great  men  and 
the  foldiers ;  for  drinking  (Irong  liquors  would  be 
reckoned  fcandalous  in  people  of  bufmefs.  The  Arabs 
indeed  very  rarely  drink  5  and  the  common  people 
pound  the  leaves  of  green  hemp,  make  a  ball  of  it, 
and  fwallow  it,  to  render  them  chearful.  They  have 
a  high  opinion  of  the  magic  art,  and  think  there  is 
much  virtue  in  charms  and  talifmans. 

The  poorcft  Mahometan  thinks  himfelf  fuperior  to 
any  Chriftian  :  yet  the  Arabs  and  people  of  the  coun- 
try behave  with  civility  •,  they  come  and  fit  about 
you,  and  grow  troublefome  by  being  too  obferving, 
curious,  and  inquifitivc.  The  Turks  alio  will  be  very 
civil,  either  to  get  p.'eients,  or  to  difcover  your  de- 
figns  i  in  which  they  are  very  artful.  They  behave 
with  the  greateft  decorum  and  refpCiSl  to  their  fupc- 
riors;  and  one  of  great  dignity,  readily  holds  the 
llirrup  of  another  who  is  ftill  greafief.  The  way  of 
faluting  as  they  pafs,  is  ftrecch'ng  out  the  right  hand, 
bringing  it  to  the  bread,  a  little  inclining  zlit  head. 
Vol.  VI.  R  The 
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Thr  extraordinary  falute  is  killing  the  hand,  and  put- 
ting  it  to  the  head.  When  they  vifit  a  fuperior,  ihey 
kils  his  hand  -,  but  if  he  is  greatly  fuperior,  they  kifs 
the  hem  of  his  garment.  When  they  take  any  thing 
Irom  a  fuperior,  or  that  is  fent  by  a  fuperior,  they 
kifs  it,  and  put  it  to  their  foreheads  *,  and  when  they 
promife  to  ferve  or  protect  you,  they  put  their 
hands  up  to  the  turbans,  as  much  as  to  fay.  Be  it  on 
our  heads. 

'I  he  entertainments  of  the  Turks  and  Arabs  have 

'  b.  -n  often  mentioned  ;  and  I  fhall  only  add  here,  that 
an  Arab  prince  will  often  dine  in  the  ftreet  before  his 
door,  and  call  to  all  that  pafs,  and  even  to  beggars, 
crying  in  the  ufual  manner.  In  the  name  of  God ; 

*  upon  which  they  fit  down  -,  and  when  they  have  done, 
retire,  faying,  God  be  praifed.  With  fuch  generofity 
and  hoipitaliiy  they  mamrain  their  intereft :  yet  the 
middling  people  and  the  Coptis  live  but  meanly. 
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BARBARY  begins  on  the  weft  at  Mount  Atlaf, 
extending  norch-eaftward  along  the  coall  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  Cape  Spartel  -,  and  then  bending 
eaftward,  forms  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  Straights  of 
Gibraltar,  and  afterward  rhe  fouth  coaft  of  the  Me- 
diterranean  as  far  as  the  city  of  Alexandria,  which  is 
tile  weftcrn  boundary  of  Egypt,  where  that  country 
joins  to  Barbary.  Both  coalts,  whether  that  wafhcd 
by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  by  the  Mediterranean,  are 
cxtreanily  fertile  in  corn  and  paftures ;  the  former 
be'Hg  watered  by  many  large  and  fmall  rivers,  which 
flow  frriT,  Mount  Atlas,  and  difchargc  themfelves  into 
the  ocean  i  w^'le  the  other  extends  itfelf  along  the 
declivif;  of  a  vaft  ran^e  of  mountains,  fome  of  them 
of  a  confidcrable  height,  and  fprcad  in  depth  above 
40  leagu  ,'s  into  the  inland  country.  They  are  wa- 
tered by  a  multitude  of  rivers,  which,  after  a  long 
courfe,  and  various  windings,  through  a  vaft  variety 
of  pleafant  and  fertile  vallics,  difcharge  themfelves 
into  the  Mediterranean. 

Baibary  was  by  turns  poflefled  by  the  Carthagi- 
niani.  Romans,  Greeks,  Saracens,  Vandals,  Arabs, 
Mucrs,  and  Turks;  befide  the  various  attempts 
made  by  the  Spaniards,  Portug  lefe,  a^id  other  Euro- 
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j)can  nations  who  have  formed  fettlcments  in  fotne 
parts  of  this  coafl,  which  (Iretches  from  ead  to  weit 
near  2000  miles  in  length,  and  in  fome  places  750 
in  breadth.  It  was  known  to  the,  ancients  by  the 
name  of  Mauritania,  Numidia,  Africa  Proper,  and 
Lybia  i  and  is  the  befl:  Country  in  ali  Africa,  except 
Egypt  and  the  country  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Dr.  Shaw,  who  refided  at  Algitrrs  for  twelve  years 
in  quality  of  chaplain  to  the  Britiih  fa£bory  there,  has 
in  his  account  of  Barbary,  ranged '  his  obfervations 
under  diftinft  lieads,  without  mentioning  the  time, 
place,  or  manner,  in  which  they  were  made.  But  as 
the  method  of  furvcying  thcfe  countries ;  the  diet  and 
reception  of  the  traveller,  with  the  hardfhips  and 
dangers  to  whiph  he  is  expofcd,  ought  not  to  be 
pafTed  over  in  filence,  he  gives  tht  reader  in  one  View, 
fuch  material  cireumflances  and  obfervations,  as  ihight 
have  been  difperfed  through  his  travels* 

The  reader  is  therefore  to  be  infbrmetf,  fays  he, 
that  in  the  feveral  maritime  towns  of  Barbary  where 
Britiih  fadtories  are  eftablilhed,  I  was  entertained  with 
extraordinary  marks  of  generofity  and  friendfhip, 
having  the  ufe  not  only  of  their  houfes,.  but  of  their 
horfcs,  their  janizaries  and  fervants»  In  the  inland 
towns  and  villages  there  is  generally  a  houfe  fet  apart 
for  the  reception  of  ftrangers,  with  a  proper  officer 
to  attend  it,  where  perfons  are  lodged  and  entertained 
for  one  night,  at  the  expence  of  the  community,  in 
the  belt  manner  the  place  will  afford:  but  except  at  I 
thefe,  and  the  places  before  mentioned,  I  met  with] 
no  houfes  of  entertainment,  through  the  whole  cour!e 
of  my  travels'.  The  furnifliing  ourfelves  with  tents  I 
would  not  only  have  been  attended  with  expence  and 
trouble,  but  would  have  raifed  tlie  fufpicion  of  the 
Arabs :  if  tlicrefore,  in  the  cburfe  of  our  travels,  wc 
did  not  fall  in  with  the  hovels  of  the  Kabyles,  or  the 
encampments  of  the  Arabs,  we  had  nothing  to  pro- 
ted  us  cither  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  bv 
day,  or  the  cold  of  the  night,  unlefa  we  had  the  hap-l 
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piopfs  to  find  a  grove  of  trees,  the  flielf  of  a  rock,  or 
ibmctimes  by  good  fortune  found  a  cave.  When  this 
happened,  which  was  indeed  but  feldom,  our  horfes 
were  the  greateft  fufFerers:  they  were,  however,  our 
firft  cace,  and  we  gathered  for  them  grafs,  ftubble, 
boughs  of  trees,  and  fuch  like  provender,  before  we 
fat  down  to  examine  what  fragments  of  a  former  meal . 
were  referved  for  ourfelves. 

When  in  travelling  in  Barbary,  we  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  find  an  encampment  of  the  Arabs,  for  we  were 
not  fond  of  vifiting  the  Kabyles,  who  are  not  fo  eafily 
managed  5  we  were  entertained  for  one  night  on  free 
cod,  and  furnifhed  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provi« 
fions  for  ourfelves  and  our  horfes  \  befide  a  bowl  of 
milk,  and  a  balkct  of  raifms,  dates,  figs,  or  other 
dried  fruit,  generoudy  prefented  to  us  upon  our 
arrival.  The  matter  of  the  tent  where  we  lodged* 
fetched  us,  according  to  the  number  of  our  company, 
either  a  kid,  a  goat,  a  lamb,  or  (heep,  half  of  which 
was  immediately  boiled  by  his  wife,  and  ferved  up 
with  cufcufu';  the  reft  was  ufually  roafted,  and  referved, 
for  our  dinner  or  breakfaft  the  next  day. 

But  though  the  tents  of  the  roving  herdfmen  may- 
fteltcr  usfrom  the  weather,  they  are  not  without  their, 
inconveniencies ;  for  the  cold  and  the  dews  to  which 
we  were  every  night  expofed  in  the  defarts  of  Arabia^ 
are  much  more  fupportable  than  the  vermin  and 
infefts,  which conftantly  molefted  us  here:  for  befide 
fleas  and  lice,  which  are  here  in  all  quarters,  the  ap- 
prehenfions  w£  were  under  of  being  bit  or  (lung  by 
ihe  viper,  the  Icorpion,  or  the  venomous  fpider, 
rarely  fail,  in  fome  parts  of  thefe  countries,  to  inter- 
rupt the  reft  fo  grateful  to  a  weary  traveller.  Indeed 
upon  fight  of  one  of  thefe  venomous  creatures,  a 
thaleb  or  writer,  who  happened  to  be  one  of  my  fpa-. 
hees,  after  he  had  muttered  a  few  words,  exhorted 
us  all  to  take  courage,  as  he  had  made  it  tame  and 
iiarmlefs,  by  his  charms  and  incantations.  We  are 
alio  no  lefs  offended  by  their  kids,  calves,  and  other 
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yDUng  cattle*  that  are  every  night  tied  up  ?n  the  tents, 
to  prevent  their  fuckine  their  dams  •,  for  the  cords 
beincj  generally  made  of  loofc  fpun  yarn,  they  were 
continually  breaking  loofe  and  trampling  over  us. 

When  we  were  entertained  in  a  courteous  manner, 
which  was  not  always  the  cafe,  I  ufed  to  give  the 
rnaftcr  of  the  tent  a  knife,  a  couple  of  flints,  or  a 
little  Englifh  gunpowder,  which  being  much  ftrongcr 
than  theirs,  they  highly  efteem,  and  keep  it  to  fcrve 
as  priming  for  their  fire-arms :  and  if  his  wife  was 
obliging  in  making  our  cufcufu  favoury  and  with 
expedition,  (lie  would  return  a  thoufand  thanks  for  a 
pair  of  fciflars,  a  large  needle,  or  a  Ikean  of  thread, 
which  are  great  rarities. 

During  the  excefiivc  heats  of  fummer,  and  parti- 
cularly when  we  were  afraid  of  meeting  with  a  party 
of  the  Arab  freebooters,  we  travelled  in  the  night; 
which  according  to  their  proverb,  *  having  no  eyes,' 
fcvf  of  them  dare  to  venture  abroad,  from  their  not 
knowing  what  dangers  and  ambufcades  they  may  fall 
into.  We  had  then  frequent  reafon  to  call  to  mind 
the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  Thou  makeft  darknefs 
that  it  may  be  night  •,  wherein  all  the  beads  of  the 
forcils  do  move.  The  lions  roaring  after  their  prey :" 
the  leopards,  hyaenas,  and  a  variety  of  other  ravenous 
beafts  calling  to  and  anfwering  each  other  -,  the  dif- 
ferent fexes,  by  this  means,  perhaps,  finding  out,  and 
correfponding  with  their  mates  :  thefe  founds  awfully 
broke  in  upon  the  folitude,  and  deftroyed  the  ideas 
of  the  fafety  we  fought  by  travelling  at  this  fenfon. 

We  did  not  always  take  lliages  of  the  fame  length; 
for  when  under  the  apprehenfion  of  danger,  we  tra- 
velled through  all  r.he  by-paths  that  were  known  to 
our  condu6lors,  without  rcfting,  fomctimcs  12  or  15 
hours  together :  but  an  ordinary  d^y's  journey,"  exdu- 
five  of  the  time  taken  up  in  making  obfervations, 
feldom  exceeded  eight  or  nine  hours.  We  conftantly 
rofe  ^"  break  of  day,  and  fetiing  forward  with  the 
fun,  travelled  till  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  when 

.    j^  we 
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we  began  to  look  out  for  the  encampments  of  the* 
Arabs  i  who,  to  prevent  fuch  parties  as  ours  coming 
to  live  upon  them,  chufe  liich  plac».s  as  arc  leall  con- 
Ipicuous.  And  inJeed,  unlcfs  wc  ilifcovcred  tlic 
imoke  of  their  tents,  heard  the  barking  of  their  doi'-s, 
orobferved  fome  of  their  flocks  it  was  with  difficulty 
»ewere  able  to  find  tnem,  and  all  our  labour  was  frc- 
cucntly  inefFeftual.  When  we  came  up  with  them, 
ie  were  accommodated,  as  1  have  alrra.'y  laid,  for 
one  night,  and  if  in  travelling  the  next  day 

*  — We  chanc'd  to  find 


A  new  repaft,  or  an  untafted  Ipring, 

We  bleft  our  ftars,  and  thought  it  luxury.* 

Addison. 

In  the  Holy  Land,  and  upon  the  ifthmus  between 
Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea,  our  conductors  cannot  be 
too  numerous :  but  in  Barbary,  where  the  Arabs  are 
under  great  fubjeftion,  I  was  rarely  attended  by  more 
than  three  fpahees  and  a  fervant,  all  of  us  well  armed  : 
though  wc  were  fometimc  obliged  to  au^^ment  our 
numbers,  particularly  when  we  travelled  among  the 
independant  Arabs  on  the  frontiers  of  the  nei^^hbour- 

I  ing  kingdoms,  or  when  two  contiguous  clans  were  at 
variance:  thefe  and  the  freebooters  make  no  fcruple 
of  plundering' and  murthering,  not  only  ftrangers,  but 

lone  another. 
The  beft  method  to  prevent  falling  into  their  hands, 

I  is  for  a  traveller  to  be  always  drefled  in  the  habic  of 
the  country,  or  like  one  of  the  fpahees.  For  the 
Arabs  are  jealous  and  inquifitive,  fufpefting  every 
ftranger  to  be  a  fpy,  fent  to  take  a  furvey  of  thole 
lands,  which,  at  one  time  or  other,  they  are  tauglit 

I  to  fear  will  be  reftored  to  the  Chriftians. 

I  cannot  help  here  obferving,  that  a  traveller  can 
fcarce  fail  of  falling  into  a  ferious  train  of  thought, 
when  he  obfcrves  fuch  large  fcenes  of  ruin  and  i!efo- 

|l«ion  as  are  feen  in  thefe  countries.     He  is  itruck 
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with  the  folitude  of  the  few  domes  and  porticoes  that 
are  left  (landing,  which  hiftory  tells  him  were  once 
crouded  with  inhabitants :  where  Scyphax  and  Mafi. 
nifla,  Scipio  and  Caefar ;  where  the  orthodox  Chrif- 
tiajis  and  the  Arians,  the  Saracens  and  the  Turks, 
have  in  their  tqrns  given  laws.  Every  pile,  every 
heap  of  ruins  points  out  to  him  the  weaknefs  and  in- 
ftability  of  all  human  art  and  contrivance,  reminding 
him  .of  the  many  thoufands  that  lie  buried  below,  now 
loft  in  oblivion,  and  forgotten  to  the  world. 

Two  of  the  moft  considerable  diftrids  of  that  part 
of  Africa,  which  latter  ages  have  dillinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Barbary,  are  the  kingdoms  of  Algiers,  and 
Tunis.  The  former  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  •,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  river  Zaine, 
the  ancient  Tufca,  which  feparates  it  from  Tunis ;  on 
the  fouth,  by  the  Sahara,  or  defart ;  on  the  weft,  by 
the  village  of  Twunt  and  the  mountains  of  Trara, 
■which  feparate  it  from  Morocco.  According  to  the 
cxadeft  obfervations  I  could  make,  I  find,  its  true 
length  from  Twunt  to  Tabarka,  to  be  460  iniles,  it 
extending  from  1 6'  weft  longitude  from  London,  to 
the  river  Zaine  in  9"  16'  eaft.  To  the  weft  it  is  ge- 
nerally about  60  miles  broad ;  and  the  eaftern  part  is 
no  where  lefs  in  breadth  than  lOO  miles.  This  coun- 
try is  at  prefent  divided  into  three  provinces,  that  of 
'  Tlemfan  to  the  weft ;  the  province  of  Titterie  to  the 
ibuth,  and  of  Conftanpna  to  the  eaft  of  Algiers.  Each 
ofthefc  provinces  is  governed  by  a  bey  or  viceroy, 
appointed  and  removed  at  plpafurc  by  the  dey  of 
Algiers. 

The  remarkable  chain  of  hills  which  geographers 
fometimes  place  between  this  country  and  the  Sahara, 
and  at  othefrs  within  the  dominions  of  Algiers,  I  take 
to  be  a  continuation  of  mount  Atlas,  though  they  are 
|iot  fo  high  as  they  are  reprefentcd  by  the  ancients : 
for  thofe  parts  of  theni  which  1  have  feen,  are  rarely 
equal  to  fome  of  the  moft  lofty  mountains  fh  our 

iftajid  >  and  I  queftion  whether  tjiey  are  any  where  fo 
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liigh  as  the  Alps  or  the  Appenines,  If  you  form  tl^d 
idea  of  a  number  of  hills,  ufually  of  the  perpendicular 
height  of  4,  5,  or  600  yards,  with  an  tafy  afcent, 
adorned  with  groves  of  fruit  and  foreft  trees,  rifing 
fucceflively  one  behind  another,  with  here  and  there 
a  rocky  precipice,  and  place  ppon  its  fide  or  its  fum- 
niit,  a  village  of  Kabyles,  cncompa/led  with  a  mud 
wall,  you  will  have  a  juft  and  lively  idea  of  one  of 
thefe  mountains  :  and  you  will  have  no  occafion  to 
l^ighten  the  picture,  with  the  imaginary  nodturnal 
flames,  the  melodious  founds,  or  the  lafcivious  revels 
of  the  fictitious  beings  attributed  to  them  by  the 
ancients. 

Twunt  and  the  mountains  of  Trara,  are  the  weftern 
confines  of  the  province  of  Tlemfan,  as  the  river  Ma- 
ifaffran^  at  near  200  miles  diftance,  bounds  it  to  the 
eafl.  This  province  is  almoft  equally  diftrlbuted  into 
mountains  and  valleys. 

At  fome  diftance  from  cape  Hone  is  the  river 
Tafna,  on  the  weftern  banks  of  which,  almoft  conti* 
guous  to  the  fea,  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Siga, 
pnce  a  royal  city  of  the  Numidian  kings. 

The  firft  town  on  the  coaft  of  any  note,  is  the  city 
of  Warran,  commonly  called  Oran  -,  which  is  about  a 
mile  in  circumference,  and  fituated  on  a  declivity 
near  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  on  the  fummit  of  which 
are  two  cafties.  Within  lefs  than  half  a  furlong  of 
this  mountain,  is  another  caftle  in  a  fituation  fome- 
what  higher  than  the  two  former ;  but  a  large  vale 
lying  between  them,  their  refpedive  ridges  are  fore-. 
marKably  difunited,  as  to  form  a  convenient  land 
mark  for  mariners.  To  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  arc 
two  other  cafties  ere-fted  upon  the  fame  level  with  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  but  feparated  from  it  by  a 
deep  winding  valley,  which  may  be  conddered  as  a 
natural  trench  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city.  At  every 
opening  of  this  valley  we  fee  fuch  a  confufed  view  of 
precipices,  plantations  of  orange  trees,  and  rills  of 
water  trickling;  down  from  the  ro^ks,  as  appears  ex- 
6  treamly 
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treamly  delightful ;  for  nature  rarely  difplays  fuch  a 
variety  of  profpedts  and  cool  retreats. 

Three  Roman  miles  from  Oran  is  Arzew,  the  an- 
cient Arfcnaria.  Among  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city 
are  fcattered  feveral*  capitals,  bafes,  and  fhaftsofco. 
lumns ;  a  well  wrought  Corinthian  capital  of  Parian 
marble  fupports  a  fmith*s  anvil;  and  in  the  cadi*s 
houfc  1  accidentally  difcovered  a  beautiful  Mofaic 
pavement,  through  the  rents  of  a  ragged  carpet 
Ipread  over  it.  There  is  here  alfo  a  fepulchral  cham- 
ber 15  feet  fquare,  built  plain  without  niches  or  anyo 
other  ornaments;  though  on  the  walls  are  feveral 
Latin  infcriptions  in  Roman  capitals. 

To  the  fouthward  of  Arzew  is  a  large  fpace  of 
ground  full  of  pits,  from  which  the  neighbouring 
people  are  fupplied  with  fait.  This  commodity,  from 
the  facility  of  uigging  it,  and  the  (hortnefs  of  carriage 
to  the  adjacent  port,  would,  under  any  other  govern- 
ment, be  an  invaluable  branch  of  trade,  the  pits 
oeing  inexhauflible. 

*Thefe  fait  pits  take  up  an  area  of  about  fix  miles  in 
cjmpafs,  furrounded  with  mountains.  In  winter  this 
fpace  appears  like  a  lake  ;  but  in  fummer  the  water 
,1  exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  fait  left  be- 
hind cryftalized. 

To  the  eaftward  is  the  city  of  Sherfhell.  This 
town  h  fituated  amidft  the  ruins  of  a  city  that  was  not 
much  inferior  to  Carthage  in  extent.  Thefe  ruins  arc 
a  proof  of  its  former  magnificence:  for  they  abound 
with  fine  capitals,  columns,  capacious  cifterns,  and 
beautiful  Mofaic  pavements.  The  water  of  the  river 
Hafhem,  as  it  is  now  called,  was  conveyed  thither 
through  a  large  and  noble  aquedudt,  little  inferior  to 
that  of  Carthage,  in  the  loftinefs  and  ftrength  of  its 
arches.  There  are  like  wife  two  other  conduits, 
brouc;ht  from  the  mountains  to  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
weft :  thefe  ftill  fubfift,  and  as  they  furnifti  Sherfhell 
with  excellent  water,  while  that  of  the  wells  is  brack- 
i(h,  they  may  jullly  be  confidered  as  two  ineftimable 

legacies 
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legacies  left  to  this  place  by  the  ancients.  This  place, 
from  many  circumftances,  evidently  appears  to  have 
been  the  Julia  Caefaria  of  the  Romans,  which  was  the 
fee  of  a  bifhop. 

The  country  about  the  city  is  extre'amly  fertile, 
and  exceedingly  well  watered  by  feveral  brooks  :  on 
the  bank  of  one  of  them  is  an  old  ruined  town  under 
a  high  rocky  precipice ;  and  at  fome  diftance  near 
thele  fountains  iheAlgerines  have  a  fortrefs,  in  which 
is  a  garrifon  of  Moors  and  Arabs,  to  prevent  the 
incurfions  of  the  Beni  Menafler.  Certainly  nothing 
can  be  more  entertaining  than  the  variety  of  profpe(5ts 
every  where  to  be  met  with  in  this  delightful  country. 

Having  paflcd  the  river  Gurmoat,  which  is  formed 
by  ieveral  rills  of  water  that  fall  from  the  mountain 
Shenooah,  we  difcover  a  number  of  ftone  coffins  of  an 
oblong  figure ;  and  a  little  farther  to  the  eaft,  under  a 
rifing  ground,  are  the  ruins  of  Tefeffad,  or  Tfeflad,  ex- 
tending two  miles  along  the  fea  fhore.  Both  at  this 
place,  and  at  Sherfhell,  we  fee  many  arches  and  walls 
of  brick,  of  a  kind  not  commonly  found  in  other  parts 
of  Barbary,  where  we  may  fuppofe  the  work  to  be 
Roman.  The  bricks  are  of  a  fine  pafte  and  colour, 
only  two  inches  and  r  half  thick,  but  near  a  foot 
fquare. 

Tefeffad  is  fituated  1 3  miles  from  Sherfhell,  and 
appears  to  have  been  the  ancient  Tapfa,  which  was 
the  fee  of  a  bifhop.  The  coaft  all  along  from  this 
place  to  Algiers,  in  fome  parts  for  the  breadth  of  two 
or  three  leagues  together,  is  either  woody  or  moun- 
tainous, by  which  the  fine  plains  of  the  Mittijiah 
behind  it,  are  iheltered  from  the  northerly  blafts  of 
wind  from  the  fea. 

The  Rubber  Romeah,  or  Roman  Sepulchre,  or  as 
it  may  likewife  be  rendered,  The  Sepulchre  of  the 
Chriflian  Woman,  is  fituated  on  the  mountainous 
part  of  the  fea  coaft,  feven  miles  from  Tefeffad,  and 
is  a  folid  compaft  edifice  -,  it  confifts  of  a  very  high 
bafe,  on  which  is  formed  a  kind  of  pyramid  of  fteps. 

This 
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This  ftrudture,  which  is  built  of  the  fincft  free  (lone; 
I  computed  to  be  loofeetin  height,  and  the  diameter 
of  the  bafe  90.  The  opinion  that  this  ftrufturc  was 
erected  over  a  large  trcafure,  has  caufed  fevcral  parts 
of  it  to  be  broken  down  j  however,  it  is  ftill  of  a  fut- 
ficient  height  to  be  a  convenient  land  mark  for  ma- 
riners. This  appears  to  be  the  monument  built  by 
Mela  for  the  royal  family  of  the  Numidian  kings. 

We  Ihall  now  examine  the  fouthern  parts  of  this 
proviRce,  and  Ihall  begin  with  the  city  of  Tremefen, 
or  according  to  the  pronunciation  of  the  Moors  and 
Arabs,  Tlemfan,  or  Telemfan.  It  is  fituated  upon 
a  rifing  ground  below  a  range  of  rocky  precipices, 
upon  the  firft  ridge  of  which  is  a  long  narrow  piece 
or  level  ground,  watered  by  many  iprings,  which 
uniting  their  ftreams,  fall  in  a  variety  of  cafcades  in  their 
approach  to  Tlemfan  ;  the  wcftermoft  of  thefe  rivulets 
turning  a  variety  of  mills.  In  the  city  is  a  large 
j^efervoir  of  water,  conduced  thither  by  a  fubterra- 
lieous  channel,  and  from  thence  the  ufual  demands  of 
the  city  are  fupplied. 

The  ancient  Tlemfaa  was  about  four  miles  round ; 
but  at  prefent  there  is  not  above  one  lixth  part  of  it 
rtmaining.  Among  thefe  ruins  wc'  meet  with  feveral 
ihafts  of  pillars,  and  other  fragments  of  Roman  anti- 
quities :  and  in  the  walls  of  an  old  mofque,  I  faw  a 
number  of  altars  dedicated  to  the  Dii  Manes* 
^''Near  the  river  Sinan  I  was  (hewn  the  place  where 
BarbarolTa  ftrewed  about  his  treafure;  his  la(l,  but 
fruklefs  effort  to  retard  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies, 
i  Between  the  ShellifF  and  the  fca,  are  the  baths  of 
Meteega,  the  Aquas  Calidae  Coloniaof  the  ancients. 
The  largeil:  and  moft  frequented  of  thefe  baths  is  a 
^  fmfon  twelve  feet  fquare,  and  four  feet  deep.  Here 
tfei  water  bubbles  up  with  a  degree  of  heat  juft  fup- 
jpfortkble,  and  hence  pafles  off  to  another  fmaller 
dftem  ufed  by  the  Jews,  who  arc  not  allowed  to 
bathe  in  companywith  the  Mahometans.  Both  thefe 
baths  were  formerly  covered  with  a  handlbme  build- 
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ing ;  hut  they  are  now  expofcd  to  the  weather,  and 
when  1  faw  them,  were  half  full  of  Clones  and  rubbifli. 
A  great  concourfc  of  people  are  ufually  here  in  the 
fpring,  the  feafon  of  thefc  waters,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  remove  rheumatic  pains,  to  cure  the  jaundice,  and 
to  alleviate  moft  other  inveterate  ill  habits.  Higher 
up  the  hill  is  another  bath,  the  water  of  which  being 
of  too  intenfe  a  heat  for  bathing,  is  conveyed  through 
a  long  pipe  into  another  room,  where  it  is  made  ufe 
of  in  an  operation  of  the  fame  nature  and  effect  as  our 
pumping. 

Between  this  and  the  lower  baths,  are  the  ruins  of 
a  Roman  town,  equal  in  fize  to  that  of  £1  Herba ; 
and  at  a  little  diftance  from  them,  are  feveral  tombs 
and  cofHns  of  ftone,  fome  of  which,  I  was  informed^ 
were  of  an  unufual  bignefs*  The  late  lieutenant  of 
this  province  affured  me»  that  he  faw  a  thigh  bone 
belonging  to  them,  near  36  inches  in  length :  but  on 
my  being  at  thefe  baths  half^a  year  after,  I  could. not 
receive  the  kaft  information  about  it ;  and  the  graves 
and  colEns  that  fell  under  my  obfervation,  were  only 
of  the  ufual  dimenfions.  However,  the  people  of 
this  and  other  countries  are  full  of  flories  and  traditions 
of  this  nature ;  which,  provided  thefe  fhould  not  be 
human  bones,  which  may  really  be  the  cafe,  as  the 
Africans  are  far  from  being  nice  and  Ikilful  obfervcrsj^ 
we  may  poflibly  account  for,  from  a  cullom  I  have 
fomewherc  read  of  among  the  Goths  and  Vandals,, 
Ithac^might  pafs  over  with  them  into  Africa,  of  inter- 
ring  the  horfe  with  Kis  rider,  and  the  armour  of  the 
latter  in  the  fame  grave  •,  and  this  afTcrtion  is  con- 
firmed by  the  long  fwords  with  handles  fhaped  like 
croflfes^  ^ten  dug  up  in  this  country. 

Thefe  baths  are  furroundcd  by  a  fucceffion  of  very 
rugged  hills  and  deep  valleys,  each  of  them  in  their 
'  turn  very  difficult  and  dangerous  to  pafs  over.  But 
this  fatigue  and  danger  is  fufficiently  recompenfed  by 
our  being  afterward  conducted  through  the  rich  and 
delightful  plains  of  Mettijuh,  lying  beyond  them  to 
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the  northward,  which  are  50  miles  long  and  20  broad 
every  where  well  watered  by  a  number  of  fprings  and 
rivulets.  Here  are  many  country-feats  of  the  prin- 
cipal  inhabitants  of  Algiers,  and  the  farms  which 
fupply  that  city  with  the  greateft  part  of  its  provi- 
fions. 

The  fouthern  province  of  Algiers,  or  the  province 
of  Titterie,  which  is  bounded  to  the  eaftward  by  the 
river  Booberak,  is  greatly  inferior  to  the  weftern  in 
extent,  it  being  fcarce  60  miles  either  in  length  or 
breadth.  The  fea-coaft,  to  the  breadth  of  five  or  fix 
leagues,  is  chiefly  made  up  of  rich  champain  ground ; 
behind  which  is  a  range  of  rugged  mountains  that  run 
almoft  in  a  dire6b  line  through  a  great  part  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  but  beyond  them  are  extenfive  plains,  though 
none  of  them  are  equal  to  thofe  of  Mettijiah. 

In  this  province  is  Algiers  the  Warlike,  as  it  is 
termed  by  the  Turks,  the  capital  of  the  whole  king- 
dom of  the  fame  name.  This  place,  which  has  for 
feveral  ages  braved  the  refentment  of  the  greateft 
powers  of  Chriftendom,  is  not  above  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  circumference,  though  it  is  faid  to  contain 
100,000  Mahometans,  of  whom  not  above  30  are 
renegadoes,  15,000  Jews,  and  about  2000  Chriftian 
flaves.  It  is  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  facing 
the  north  and  north-eaft;  the  houfes  rifingfo  gradually 
above  each  other,  that  there  is  fcarcely  one  in  the  whole 
city  that  has  not  a  view  of  the  fea.  The  walls  are 
however  weak,  and  incapable  of  defence,  except 
where  they  are  ftrengthened  by  additional  fortifica- 
tions. The  citadel,  which  is  built  upon  the  higheft 
part  of  the  city,  at  the  weftern  angle,  is  of  an  odo- 
gonal  figure,  and  each  of  the  fides  in  view  has  port- 
holes or  embrafures.  The  ditch,  which  formerly  fur- 
rounded  the  city,  is  almoft  entirely  filled  up,  and' is 
of  little  conlequence.  Such  is  the  fituation  and 
ftrength  of  Algiers  on  the  land  fide ;  but  toward  the 
fca  it  is  better  f  jrtified,  and  capable  of  a  more  ob(li- 
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nate  defence :  for  the  embrafures  here  have  all  brafs 
guns  in  good  order. 

The  port  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  1 30  fathoms  long, 
and  80  broad.  Its  caftern  mound,  which  was  for- 
merly an  iOand,  is  well  fecured  by  feveral  fortifica-  * 
tions.  The  round  caftle  built  by  the  Spaniards  while 
they  were  matlers  of  the  ifland,  and  the  two  remote 
batteries  ere(5ted  within  this  century,  are  faid  to  be 
bomb  proof.  However,  as  none  of  the  fortifications 
are  aflTifted  with  either  mines  or  outworks,  and  as  the 
foldiers  who  are  to  guard  and  defend  them,  cannot 
be  kept  up  to  any  regular  courfe  of  duty  and  atten- 
dance, a  few  rcfolute  battalions  protefted  by  a  fmall 
fquadron  of  (hips,  might  foon  make  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  the  ftrongeft  of  them. 

The  naval  power  of  the  Algerines  has  been  for 
fome  years  in  a  declining  condition :  except  their  row- 
boats  and  brigantines,  they  had  in  1731  only  half  a 
dozen  (hips  from  36  to  50  guns,  and  not  half  that 
number  of  brave  and  experienced  captains :  they  are, 
however,  ftill  able  to  interrupt  the  trade  of  Europe. 

There  is  little  within  the  city  that  merits  the  atten- 
tion of  the  curious.  Upon  the  tower  of  the  great 
mofque  are  fome  imperfed  infcriptions  •,  but  the  let- 
ters, though  of  a  fufficient  bigncfs  to  be  feen  at  a 
dirtance,  are  fo  filled  up  with  lime  and  white-wafli, 
that  I  could  not  particularly  diftinguifh  therri. 

The  hills  and  valleys  round  the  city,  are  evt'y 
where  beautified  with  gardens  and  country-feats, 
whither  the  wealthy  part  of  the  inhabitants  retire 
during  the  fummer.  Thefe  are  little  white  houfes 
fliaded  by  a  variety  of  fruit-trees  and  ever-greens  : 
the  gardens  are  well  (locked  with  pot  herbs,  melons, 
and  other  fruit ;  and  what  is  moti  admired  in  thefe 
hot  climates,  each  of  them,  as  well  as  the  city,  enjoys 
a  great  command  of  excellent  water,  from  the  many 
rivukts  and  fountains  that  every  where  prefent  them- 
felves.    From  thefe  fources  the  fpring  water  ufed  -at 
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Algiers  is  brought  through  a  long  courffe  of  pipej 
and  conduits. 

Jurjura,  the  higheft  mountain  in  Barbary,  extends 
at  Icaft  eight  leagues  from  the  north-eaft  to  the  foutii- 
weft  J  and  from  one  end  to  the  other,  appears  a  con- 
tinued range  of  naked  rocks  and  precipices,  fecuring 
by  its  rugged  fituation,  a  number  of  Kabyles  from 
becoming  tributary  to  the  Algerines.  In  the  mldlt 
of  winter  the  ridge  of  this  mountain  is  covered  with 
fnow  *,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  inhabitants  of  one 
fide  maintain  an  hereditary  and  implacable  enmity 
againft  thofe  of  the  other ;  while  by  common  confent^ 
a  little  fnow  puts  a  (top  to  their  hoflilities  during  that 
fbafon. 

I  now  come  to  the  eaftern  province  of  Algiers, 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  province  of  Con- 
ilantina,  which  is  nearly  equal  in  extent  to  the  other 
two,  it  being  230  miles  in  length,  and  about  100  in 
breadth.  The  tribute  coUefted  here  by  the  viceroy  is 
even  much  greater  than  that  of  the  other  two ;  for 
the  bey  of  the  fouthern  province  pays  annually  into 
the  treafury  of  Algiers  only  about  1 2,000  dollars  *, 
and  the  bey  of  the  weftern  province  40  or  50,000  j 
while  the  viceroy  of  Conftantina  never  delivers  in  lefs 
than  80,  and  fometimes  100,000. 

The  fea-coaft  of  this  province  is  rocky  almoft 
through  its  whole  extent.  The  river  Booberack  is  its 
weftern  boundary ;  and  at  a  league's  diftance  upon 
the  fea-coaft,  the  town  of  Dellys  is  built  at  the  foot 
of  a  high  mountain,  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  large  t:ity, 
probably  the  Rufucurium  of  the  ancients.  Here  a 
great  part  of  the  old  wall,  with  other  ruins  near  the 
fummit  of  the  mountain,  promife  at  a  diftance  fome 
extraordinary  ahtiquities ;  and  in  a  wall  juft  over  the 
harbour  is  a  fniall  niche  with  an  image  placed  in  it, 
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in  the  attitude  of  a  Madona ;  ^ut  the  features  and 
drapery  are  defaced. 

Fading  by  fonie  villages  of  little  confequence,  we 
fame  to  the  port  of  Boujciah,  called  by  Strabo  the 
Port  of  Sardai 

Thie  town  of  Boujeiah,  or  Bugia,  as  it  is  called  by 
the  Europeans,  is  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
city,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  a  like  fituation  with 
Dellys,  though  of  thrice  the  circuit.  A  great  part 
of  the  old  wall  is  Hill  remaining,  and  carried  up  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  Befide  a  caftle,  which  com- 
mands the  city,  there  are  two  others  at  the  bottom 
of  the  mountain  for  the  fecurity  of  the  port  •,  and 
upon  the  walls  of  one  of  them  are  ftill  remaining  the 
marks  of  the  cannon-ball,  Hred  againd  it  by  Sir 
William  Spragg,  in  his  memorable  expedition  againft 
this  place. 

Pafling  through  fome  inconfiderable  villages,  and 
feveral  rivers,  we  came  to  the  Sebba  Rous,  or  the 
Seven  Capes,  which  are  a  clufter  of  fo  many  high 
rugged  and  barren  promontories.  Among  the  eafter- 
moft  of  thefe  capes,  i:he  Zhoore,  a  confiderable  river, 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea.  The  Welled  Attyah 
and  the  Beni  Friganah,  two  of  the  principal  clans  of 
thefe  capes,  drink  of  this  river,  and  do  not,  like  the 
Qther  Kabyles,  live  in  thatched  hovels  under  the 
flielter  of  fome  forell  or  mountain  •,  but  in  caves  of 
the  rocks,  which  they  have  either  dug  themfelves,  or 
found  made  to  their  hands.  Upon  the  approach  of 
any  veflel,  either  in  the  courfe  of  failing,  or  by  dif- 
trefs  of  weather,  thefe  inhofpitable  Kabyles  imme- 
di«ely  iflue  out  of  their  holes,  and  covering  the  cliffs 
of  the  fhore  with  their  multitudes,  utter  a  thoufand 
execrable  wifhes,  that  God  would  deliver  it  into  their 
hands. 

Farther  to  the  fouth  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
Hippo,  called  Hippo  Regius,  from  its  being  one  of 
the  royal  cities  of  the  Numidian  kings. 
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Of  this  city  St.  Augufline  was  bilhop,  and  the 
Moors  fhevv  a  part  of  the  ruins  which  they  pretend  to 
have  been  his  convent. 

Among  the  mountains  of  the  Beni  Abbefs,  is  a 
narrow  winding  defile,  which,  for  near  half  a  mile, 
extends  between  precipices  that  arife  on  each  fide  to 
a  great  heighr.  At  every  winding  the  rock  that  ori- 
ginally went  acrofs  it,  and  fcpnraccd  one  valley  from 
another,  is  cut  in  the  form  of  a  door-cafe  fix  or  feven 
feet  wide,  and  thefe  are  called  by  the  1  uiks  The 
Gates  of  iron.  Few  perfcms  can  pafs  them  without 
horror  ;  and  here  a  handful  of  men  might  defend  the 
pafs  againft  a  great  army.  Two  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
fouth-call,  is  another  dangerous  pafs,  called  the  Acaba, 
or  the  Afcent.  This  is  the  reverfe  of  the  former ;  for 
here  the  road  extends  along  a  narrow  ridge,  with 
precipices  and  deep  vallies  on  each  fide,  and  theleaft 
deviation  from  the  beaten  path,  expofes  the  paflenger 
to  the  danger  of  being  dafhed  to  pieces  by  falling 
to  the  bottom.  The  common  road  from  Algiers  to 
the  eallward,  lies  through  the  above  pafs,  and  over 
this  ridge. 

Cirta,  or  Conftantina,  as  it  was  afterward  called, 
is  fituated  48  miles  from  tiie  fca,  and  was  one  of  the 
t  hicf,  as  well  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  cities  of  Numi- 
di.i.  The  greated  part  of  it  has  been  built  upon  a 
kind  of  peninfular  promontory,  inacceiTible  on  all 
fides,  except  toward  the  fouth-weft.  This  I  computed 
to  be  above  a  mile  in  circuit,  ending  to  the  north- 
ward in  a  perpendicular  precipice,  at  lead  100  fa- 
thoms deep. 

Befide  the  general  traces  of  a  diverfity  of  ruins 
fcattered  all  over  this  place,  there  are  Hill  remaining 
near  the  centre  of  the  city,  a  iet  of  ciftrrns,  v/hich 
received  the  water  brought  thither  by  an  aqucdud: 
they  are  about  20  in  number,  forming  an  area  50 
yards  fquare  •,  but  though  the  aqueduct  is  in  a  more 
ruinous  condition  than  the  cillerns,  its  ruins  fulii- 
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cienily  demonftrate  the  public  fpirit  of  the  Cirtefians, 
in  creeling  a  ftriKflure  that  required  luch  an  iiumcnlc 
quantity  of  materials. 

Below  the  bridge,  the  river  Rummcl  begins  to  turn 
to  the  northward,  and  continues  that  courle  through 
a  fubterranean  paflTnge  in  the  rocics,  wliich  is  in  Ic- 
veral  places  defignedly  laid  open,  probably  fur  the 
convenience  of  drawing  up  the  water.  7'his  fccms  to 
have  been  an  extraordinary  provifion  of  nature  for  the 
admifTion  of  this  river,  which  mud  have  otherwile 
formed  a  prodigious  lake,  anu  have  laid  great  part  of 
tiie  neighbouring  country  under  warcr,  b'jfore  it 
found  a  paflage  to  the  lea.  This  river  falls  from 
its  fubterranean  cavity  in  a  large  cataradt,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  eaftward  of  a  place  called  Seedy 
Mcemon. 

Among  the  ruins  to  the  fouth-wcfl  of  the  bridge, 
on  the  narrow  flip  of  larvd  already  mentioned,  is  thij 
greateft  part  of  a  triumphal  arch,  called  The  Cadlc 
of  the  Giant.  At  fome  leagues  diftance  to  the  caft 
of  Conftantina,  are  the  Silent  or  Inchanted  jBaths, 
fituated  on  a  low  ground,  furroundcd  witli  mountains. 
There  are  here  fcveral  fprings  of  an  intenfe  heat,  and 
at  a  fmall  diftance,  there  are  others  that  are  cornea- 
ratively  extreamly  cold  j  near  which  are  the  ruins  of 
a  few  houfes,  built,  perhaps,  for  the  convenience  of 
thofe  who  cairre  here  for  tjie  benefit  of  the  watcF.s.  It: 
is  remarkable,  that  befide  the  ftronp;  fulphureous 
fteams,  the  heat  of  the  above  fprings  is  fo  great,  as  ta 
boil  a  large  piece  of  mutton  very  tender  in  a  quarter' 
of  an  hour,  and  that  the  rocky  groun  1  over  which 
the  water  runs,  is,  for  the  fpace  of  100  feet,  in  a 
manner  diflTolved,  or  rathL^r  calcined  by  it.  Thele 
rocks  being  originally  fofc  and  uniform,  the  wat-.-r,  by 
making  every  way  equal  imprc-lTjons,  leaves  them  inf 
the  fliape  of  cones  and  hcmiiph':n:-s,  vv'hich  being  fix 
feet  high,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  diameter,  the  Arabs 
laelieve  to  be  the  tents  of  their  predeceifors  turned 
into  llone.     But  where  thefe  rocks,  bsfide  their  ufual 
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chalky  fubftance,  alfo  contain  fome  layers  of  a  hardef 
matter,  not  fo  eafily  diflolved,  you  are  entertained 
with  a  confufion  of  traces  and  channels,  diftinguilhed 
by  the  Arabs  into  camels,  horfes,  and  fheep,  with 
men,  women,  and  children,  whom  they  fuppofe  to 
have  undergone  the  like  fate  with  their  habitations. 

On  riding  over  this  place  it  gives  back  fuch  a  hol- 
low found,  that  we  were  every  moment  apprehenfive 
of  finking  through  it.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that 
the  ground  below  us  was  hollow ;  and  may  not  then 
the  air  pent  up  in  thefe  caverns,  afford  that  mixture 
of  flirili,  murmuring,  and  deep  founds,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  diredtion  of  the  winds,  and  the  motion  of 
the  internal  air,  iffiie  out  along  with  .the  water. 
Thefe  founds  the  Arabs  affirm,  to  be  the  mufic  of 
the  jenoune,  or  fairies,  who  are  fuppofed  in  a  parti- 
cular manner  to  make  their  abodes  at  this  place,  and 
to  be  the  grand  agents  in  all  thefe  remarkable  appear- 
ances. 

There  are  likewife  other  natural  curiofities  at  this 
place  :  for  the  chalky  flone  dilTolving  into  a  fine  im- 
palpable powder,  and  being  carried  along  with  the 
itreani,  lodges  itfelf  on  the  lides  of  the  channel,  and 
fometimes  on  the  lips  of  the  fountains  themfelves ;  or 
elfe  embracing  twigs,  fliraws,  and  other  bodies  in  its 
way,  immediately  hardens  and  flioots  into  a  bright 
fibrous  fubftance  like  the  afbeftos,  forming  itfelf  at 
the  fame  time  into  a  variety  of  glittering  figures,  and 
beautiful  crvftalizations. 

The  mountains  of  Aurefs,  to  the  fouthward  of  Con- 
ftantina,  are  a  knot  of  eminences  running  into  one 
another,  with  feveral  little  plains  and  valleys  between 
them.  Both  the  higher  and  the  lower  parts  are  ge- 
nerally extreamly  fertile,  and  are  efteemed  the  garden 
of  the  kingdom.  They  are  about  130  miles  in  cir- 
cuit, and  all  over  them  are  fpread  a  number  of  ruins. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains 
of  Aurefs  have  a  quite  different  mien  and  complexion 
from  their  neighbours :  for  they  are  fo  far  from  being 
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fwarthy,  that  they  are  fair  and  ruddy ;  and  their  hair, 
which,  among  the  other  Kabyles,  is  of  a  dark  colour, 
is  with  them  of  a  deep  yellow.  Thefe  circumftances, 
notwithftanding  their  being  Mahometans,  and  their 
fpeaking  only  the  common  language  of  the  Kabyles, 
render  it  probable  that  they  may  be  a  remnant  of  the 
Vandals. 

Leaving  Conftantina  to  the  north,  we  enter  into 
the  moft  extenfive  and  fertile  diftridt  in  all  Numidia, 
peopled  by  a  powerful  and  warlike  tribe  called  Han- 
neiftiah,  who  have  often  been  of  fignal  fervice  to  the 
Al<yerines  in  their  wars  with  Tunis.  This  whole 
country  is  finely  watered,  and  was  once  interfperfed 
with  cities  and  villages,  of  which  the  only  veftiges 
are  heaps  of  ruins. 

The  government  of  the  Algerincs,  which  differs 
little  from  that  of  Tunis,  confifts  of  the  dey,  and  a 
common  council,  compofed  of  30  yiah  bafhees, 
though  the  mufty,  the  cady,  and  fometimes  the 
whole  foldiery  are  called  in  to  afllft.  All  affairs  of 
moment  are  fometimes  agreed  upon  by  this  aflfembly, 
before  they  paf^  into  laws,  and  the  dey  is  entrufled 
with  the  execution  of  them.  But  lately  little  account 
has  been  made  of  this  body,  which  is  only  convened 
to  confcnt  to  what  has  been  before  concerted  between 
the  dey  and  his  favourites. 

The  dey  is  chofen  out  of  the  army  \  the  moft  infe- 
rior order  having  an  equal  right  to  that  dignity  with 
the  higheft.  And  every  bold  and  afpiring  foldier, 
though  taken  yefterday  from  the  plough,  may  be 
confidered  as  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  They  are 
not  afhamed  to  own  the  meannefs  of  their  extraction, 
Mahomet  baffa,  who  was  dey  when  I  was  at  Algiers, 
in  a  difpute  he  had  once  with  a  deputy- conful  of  a 
neighbouring  nation,  freely  mentioned  the  meannefs 
of  his  birth:  *^  My  mother,  faid  he,  fold  fheep's 
feet,  and  my  father  nears  tongues ;  but  they  would 
have  been  afhamed  to  have  expofed  to  fale  fo  ,worth- 
lefs  a  tongue  as  thine."     He  who  afpires  tatliis  high 
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rank  does  not  wait  till  ficknefs  or  age  has  removed 
the  prelent  pofleflbr,  it  is  enough  if  he  be  able  to 
prote(5i:  himfcrlf  with  the  fame  icymitar  which  he* boldly 
(heaths  in  the  bowels  of  his  predeccfTor  j  for  fcarcely 
one  in  ten  of  them  dies  in  his  bed.  Hi)wever,  this 
fa6lions  humour  feems,  at  prefenr,  to  be  fomewhat 
pinged  and  allayed  by  the  many  fcafonable  execu- 
tions that  have  been  lately  made  of  thefe  afpiring 
members. 

The  whole  force  of  Algiers,   in  Turks  and  Cok.g 
lies,  is  atprefent  computed  at  about  6500-,  20000: 
>vhom  are  fuppofed  to  be  old  and  excufed  from  duty; 
and  of  the  remaining  4500,  1000  are  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  their  garrifons,  while  the  reft  are  either  to 
iirm  out  their  cruizers,  or  form  the  three  flying  camps 
lent  out  every  fummer  under  the  provincial  viceroys. 
To  thtfe  Turkifb   troops  we  may  join  about  2000 
Jvloorilh  horfe  and  foot,  kept  in  confl;ant  pay  -,  but 
being  all  hereditary  enemies  to  the  Turks,  are  con- 
fidt-rcd  as  adding  but  little  to  the  ftrength  of  the  go- 
vernment.    'I'his  extenfive  kingdom  is  indeed  kept 
jn  obedience,  not  fo  much  by  force  of  arms,  as  by 
carefully  oblerving  the  old  political  maxim*  "  Divide 
and  command  j"  for  there  being  continual  jealoufies 
and  difputes  between  the  Arabian  tribes,  the  provin- 
cial viceroys  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  up  the 
ferment,  and  at  proper  times  throw  in  new  matter 
for  difcord.      Thus,   by  playing  one  tribe   againft 
anotlier,  they  are  able  to  maintain  their  ground  againft 
ill!  oppofition. 

Though  the  Algerines  acknowlege  themfelves  the 
graiid  {)gnior*s  valfals,  they  pay  him  no  manner  of 
cbfdience. 

In  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  the  cady  is  judge. 
lie  is  generally  educated  in  the  leminaries  of  Con- 
ilantinople,  or  Grand  Cairo,  where  it  is  faid  the 
Roman  codes  and  pandcds,  tranflated  into  the  Arabic 
tongue,  are  taught  and  explained.  He  is  obliged  to 
ftttend  once  or  tv/ice  4  day  at  the  court  of  judicc, 
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where  he  determines  the  fuits  that  are  brought  before 
him :  but  as  he  is  generally  fuppofed  guilty  of  bribery, 
all  affairs  of  moment  are  laid  before  the  dey,  or  in  his 
abfence,  before  the  treafurer,  mafter  of  the  horfe,  and 
other  principal  officers  of  the  regency,  who  conftantly 
fit  in  the  gate  of  the  palace  for  that  purpofe.  At 
thefe  tribunals  the  caufe  is  foon  determined,  after 
which  the  fentence  is  executed  within  lefs  than  half 
an  hour.  Small  offences  are  punifhed  with  the  bafti- 
nado.  Por  clipping  or  debafing  the  public  coin,  the 
old  Egyptian  punilhment  is  inflided,  which  is  cutting 
affthe  hands.  If  a  Jew  or  Chriltian  fubjedt  is  guilty 
of  murder,  or  any  other  capital  crime,  he  is  burnt 
alive  without  the  gates  of  the  city :  but  for  the  fame 
crime  the  Moors  and  Arabs  are  either  impaled,  hung 
up  by  the  neck  over  the  battlements  of  the  city,  or 
thrown  upon  hooks  fixed  in  the  walls  below ;  where 
they  fometimes  hang  in  the  molt  dreadful  agonies  30 
or  40  hours  together,  before  they  expire.  The  Turks, 
out  of  refped  to  their  characters,  are  fent  to  the  aga*s 
houfe,  where,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
they  are  baftinadoed  or  itrangled.  '  When  the  women 
o&'end,  they  are  not  expofed  to  the  populace ;  but  fent 
to  a  private  houfe  of  correction ;  or  if  the  crime  be 
capital,  they  are  tied  up  in  a  fack,  carried  out  to 
fea,  and  drowned.  The  weftern  iVloors  ftill  ufe  the 
barbarous  punifliment  of  fawing  the  offender  afunder : 
for  which  purpofe  they  prepare  two  boards,  of  the 
fame  length  and  breadth  with  the  unfortunate  perfon, 
and  having  tied  him  betwixt  them,  they  proceed  to 
the  execution  by  beginning  at  the  head.  It  is  faid 
tliat  Kardinafh,  a  perfon  who  was  formerly  ambaffador 
at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  lately  fuffered  in  this 
manner  :  for  with  refped  to  the  punilhment  of  thefe 
countries,  little  or  no  regard  is  paid  to  the  rank  of 
the  offender. 

As  to  the  form  of  government  among  the  Arab 
tribes,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  though  they  have 
been  for  many  ages  under  tiie  Turkifli  yoke,  yet  they 
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are  feldom  interrupted  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  la^ys 
for  if  they  live  peaceably,  pay  regularly  the  eighth 
part  of  the  produce  of  their  lands,  with  a  finall  poll- 
tax,  annually  demanded  by  the  Turks,  they  are  left 
in  the  full  polTeflrion  of  all  their  private  privileges  and 
cuftoms.  Every  camp  may  be  confidered  as  a  little 
principality,  over  which  it  is  ufual  for  the  family  of 
the  greateft  reputation  and  fubftance  to  prefide.  This 
honour  does  not,  however,  always  defcend  from  fa- 
ther to  fon  •,  but,  as  among  their  predecefTors  the 
Numidians,  when  the  heir  is  too  young,  or  fubjed  to 
any  infirmity,  they  make  choice  of  the  uncle,  or  fome 
other  relation,  diftinguifhed  by  his  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence. Yet  notwithltanding  the  defpotic  power  lodg- 
ed in  this  perfon,  all  grievances  and  difputes  are  ac- 
commodated in  as  amicable  a  manner  as  poflible,  by 
calling  to  his  afliftance  one  or  two  perfons  out  of  each 
tent :  and  the  offender  being  always  confidered  as  a 
brother,  the  fentence  is  given  on  the  favourable  fide: 
and  even  in  the  mofl:  enormous  crimes,  banifhment  is 
generally  the  only  punllhment  inflidted. 

The  kingdom  of  Tunis  is  bounded  to  the  north 
and  eaft  by  the  Mediterranean  fea  -,  to  the  weft  by 
Algiers  j  and  to  the  fouth  by  Tripoli ;  extending  from 
the  ifleof  Jerbain  ^3°-  30' to  cape  Serra  in  37"  12' 
north  latitude:  it  being  220  miles  in  length,  and  only 
170  in  breadrh.  Sbekkah,  the  fartheft  city  to  the 
weft,  being  fituatcd  in  8°,  and  Clybea,  the  fartheft 
to  the  eaft,  in  1 1"  20'  eaft  longitude  from  London. 

Tunis  is  not,  like  Algiers,  divided  into  provinces; 
but  is  under  the  immediate  infpeftion  of  the  bey,  who 
goes  in  perfon  to  colled  the  tribute  :  for  which  piir- 
pofe  he  once  a  year  vifits  the  principall  parts  with  a 
flying  camp  -,  in  the  fummer  fealbn  traverfmg  the  fer- 
tile country  near  Keff  and  Baijah,  snd  the  diftrids 
between  Cairwan  and  the  Jerecde;  and  in  the  winter, 
taking  a  circuit  through  the  reft  of  the  country: 
theretore,  under  thefe  divifions  I  fliall  defcribe  this 
kingdom.  •  •  ■ 
•••  ^.   •-  ••     '    ■  _    ,    .     ..  -  The 
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The  fummer  circuit  is  much  better  inhabited,  than 
any  part  ot  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  of  the  fame 
fizc,  it  having  a  greater  number  of  cities,  towns  and 
villages  i  and  from  there  being  fewer  inftances  of  op- 
preffion  in  the  government,  there  is  a  greater  appear- 
ance of  affluetice,  profperity  and  chearfulnefs. 

Cape  Negro,  which'  is  about  five  leagues  to  the 
north-eaft,  is  remarkable  for  a  fettlement  of  the 
French  African  company,  who  pay  a  confiderable 
futn  of  money  to  the  Tunifeens  for  the  fame  privi- 
leges they  enjoy  at  La  Calle,  and  have  a  fmall  forti- 
fication to  protedt  them  from  the  attacks  of  the 
neighbouring  Arabs. 

Five  leagues  farther  to  the  north-eaft  is  cape  Serra, 
the  moft  northerly  part  of  Africa  ;  and  four  leagues 
beyond  it  are  three  rocky  iflands,  called  The  Bro- 
thers, lying  near  the  continent,  half  way  to  Cape 
Blanco. 

Eight  miles  beyond  this  laft  cape,  at  the  bottom 
of  a  large  gulph,  is  the  city  of  Bizerta,  pleafantly 
fituated  on  a  canal  between  an  extenfive  lake  and  the 
fea.  It  is  about  a  mile  round,  and  defended  by  feve- 
ral  caftles  and  batteries.  The  channel  between  the 
lake  and  the  fea  was  the  port  of  Hippo,  which  is 
ftill  capable  of  receiving  fmall  vefTels  ;  but  it  was 
formerly  the  fafeft  and  moft  beautiful  haven  on  this 
coaft.  The  gulph  of  Bizerta,  the  Sinus  Hipponenfis 
of  the  antients,  is  a  beautiful  fandy  inlet,  near  four 
leagues  in  diameter.  The  ground  being  low,  the 
eye  is  permitted  to  penetrate  through  delightful  groves 
rf  olive-trees,  a  great  way  into  the  country,  and 
afterward  the  prolpedl  is  bounded  by  a  high  rocky 
fhore.  Were  the  Turks  to  give  proper  encourage- 
ment to  trade  and  induftry,^  Bizerta  might  be  ren- 
dered a  town  of  great  wealth ;  for  it  abounds  with 
all  kinds  of  fifli  and  fruit,  with  corn,  pulfe,  oil,  cot- 
ton, and  a  variety  of  other  produdions. 

Utica  certainly  lay  fomewhere  in  this  direftion  ; 
but  we  ftiaU  not  be  a^ie  to  fix  h»  exad  fituatioji,  un- 
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kfe  we  allow  that  the  fea  has  been  driven  back  three 
or  four  miles  by  the  ealtcrly  winds,  and  the  increafc 
of  the  mud  -,  and  then  we  may  julUy  place  that  Imall, 
but  celebrated  city,  at  Boolhater,  where  are  many 
traces  of  buildings  of  great  extent  and  magnificence, 
as  walls,  cifterns,  and  a  large  aqucdu(5t.  'J  htfc  ruins 
lie  about  27  Roman  miles  from  Carthage,  and  be- 
hind them  we  are  entertained  with  the  view  of  the 
large  fields  which  the  Romans  have  rendered  famous 
by  their  military  exploits. 

Indeed  Carthage  has  not  much  better  fupported  it- 
felf  againft  the  encroachments  of  the  north-eaft  winds, 
and  the  mud  thrown  out  by  the  Mejerdah,  which  to- 
gether hath  Hopped  up  the  antient  harbour,  and  made 
it  almoft  as  far  diftant  as  Udca.  The  greateft  part  of 
Carthage  was  built  upon  three  hills,  inferior  in  ele- 
vation  to  thofe  on  which  Rome  was  ere6led.  Upon 
a  place  which  overlooks  the  fouth-eall  Ihore,  is  the 
area  of  a  fpacious  room,  with  feveral  fmaller  near  it: 
fome  of  them  have  teflclated  pavements ;  but  neither 
the  defign  nor  the  execution  are  very  extraordinary. 
In  rowing  along  the  fhore,  the  common  fewers  are 
feen  in  feveral  places,  which  being  at  firft  WtU-built 
and  cemented,  time  has  not  in  the  leaft  impaired: 
excepting  thele,  the  cifterns  have  fuflfered  leaft  by  the 
general  ruin  of  the  city.  Thefe  are  the  only  remains 
of  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  this  antient  city, 
the  rival  of  Rome.  We  find  no  triumphal  arch,  or 
fuperb  ftru(5ture  ;  no  columns  of  porphyry  or  granite, 
no  curious  entablatures :  all  the  broken  walls  and 
ftruftures  ftill  remaining,  being  ereded  either  in  the 
Gothic  manner,  or  by  the  later  inhabitants. 

The  ruins  of  the  celebrated  aquedudl,  that  con- 
veyed the  water  into  the  greater  cifterns,  may  be 
traced  as  far  as  Zow-wan  and  Zung-gar,  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  at  leaft  50  miles.  This  was  a  very  expenfive 
work,  and  at  that  part  of  it  which  extends  along 
the  peninfula,  was  beautifully  faced  with  Hone.  At 
Arriana,  a  fmall  village  two  leagues  to  the  northward 
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of  Tunis,  arc  feveral  entire  arches,  which  I  found 
to  be  70  feet  high,  and  the  piers  that  fupported 
ihcm  were  1 6  feet  fquare ;  the  water  channel  that 
was  above  thefe  arches,  was  vaulted  over,  and  plafter- 
cd  with  a  ftrong  cement.  A  perfon  of  the  ordinary 
fjze  may  walk  upright  in  it ;  and  at  certain  diftances 
are  holes  left  open,  as  well  for  the  admiffion  of  frcfh 
air,  as  the  convenience  of  cleanfing  it. 

Tunis,  the  Tunes  of  the  antients  and  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom,  is  3  miles  round ;  but  not  fo  popu- 
lous as  Algiers,  nor  are  the  houfes  fo  handfome  and 
fpacious.  It  is  chiefly  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground 
along  the  weftern  banks  of  the  lake,  having  a  full 
view  of  Carthage  and  the  Guletta.  The  lakes  and 
marfhes  with  which  the  city  is  furrounded  might 
probably  render  its  fituation  lefs  healthy,  was  not  the 
moifture  of  the  air  corre«5led  by  the  great  quantity 
of  maftic,  myrtle,  rofemary,  and  other  aromatic 
plants,  with  which  their  ovens  and  bagnios  are  daily 
heated,  and  that  frequently  communicate  a  fenfible 
fragrance  to  the  air.  The  want  of  fweet  water  is  one 
of  the  great  difadvantages  under  which  the  inhabi- 
tants labour ;  for  the  brackilhnefs  of  their  well- water, 
and  the  fcarcity  of  their  cifterns,  oblige  them  to  fetch 
a  great  part  of  what  they  drink  from  fome  places  a 
milediftant:  but  excepting  this  inconvenience,  noplace 
tnjoys  a  greater  plenty  of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

The  Tunifcens  have  little  of  that  infolence  and 
haughtinefs  too  common  at  Algiers,  and  indeed  are 
the  moft  civilized  nation  of  Barbary.  All  affairs 
with  the  regency  are  tranfaded  in  fuch  a  friendly 
complaifant  manner,  that  I  had  no  fmall  pleafure  in 
attending  the  Englilh  conful  at  his  audiences.  This 
nation  has  always  had  the  charader  of  not  imitating 
their  neighbours  in  living  at  open  war,  or  perpetual 
difcord  with  the  Chriftian  princes  i  but  of  cultivat- 
ing their  friendfhip,  and  readily  entering  into  an  aU 
liance  with  them  :  they  have  therefore  for  many  years 
bfen  more  intent  upon  trade,  and  the  improvement 
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of  their  trianufAflures,  than  upon  plundering  and  fit-, 
ting  out  corfairs. 

On  a  rifing  ground  between  the  lake  of  Tunis  and 
the  ica,  is  the  town  of  Rhades,  the  antient  Ades, 
where  Regulus  defeated  the  Carthaginians ;  and  at  a 
irnall  dida  ,ce,  are  the  hills  where  Hanno  placed  his 
elephants  to  oppofe  him. 

Near  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  is  the  fmall  town  of 
Solymai^,  fjtuated  upon- the  fkirts  of  a  fine  plain.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  this  place  is  chiefly  inhabited  by 
Anclalufian  Moors,  who  retain  the  Spanifh  language, 
are  more  civilized  than  their  brethren,  and  more  cour- 
teous to  the  Chriftians. 

Farther  to  the  north-eaft  is  the  fancfluary  of  Seedy 
Poude,  which  takes  its  name  from  David  ;  or,  as 
they  pronounce  it,  Doude,  a  Moorifl-i  faint,  whofe 
fepulchre  is  here  Ihewn,  five  yards  long.  But  this 
llru^lure  appears  to  be  a  part  of  a  Roman  prastorium, 
■  from  three  contiguous  mofaic  pavements,  all  of  them 
wrought  with  the  greateft  fymmetry  and  exadnefs : 
the  figures  are  horfes,  trees,  birds,  and  fifli,  finely 
inlaid,  in  fuch  a  variety  of  colours,  that  they  even 
appear  more  gay  and  lively  than  many  tolerable  paint- 
ings. The  horfe,  the  infignia  of  the  Carthaginians, 
is  reprefented  in  the  bold  pollure  in  whiqh  it  appears 
upon  the  African  medals. 

Two  leagues  farther  is  Lowbareah,  the  Aquilaria 
of  the  anticnts,  where  Curio  landed  the  troops  that 
were  afterward  cut  to  pieces  by  Sabura.  There  are 
here  feveral  fragments  of  antiquities  -,  but  none  of 
them  very  remarkable,  except  a  furprifing  cavern:  for 
from  the  fca  fhore  to  this  village,  which  is  at  half  a 
mile's  didance,  is  a  mountain  hollowed  with  great 
art  from  the  level  of  the  fea  to  the  height  of  20  or 
30  fi  cr,  with  large  pillars  and  arches  left  (landing  at 
proper  diib.nces  to  fupport  the  mountain.  Thefe  are 
the  quarries  menticned  by  Strabo,  from  whence  the 
buikiings  of  Carthage,  Uticn,  and  many  other  neigh- 
()ouring  cities,    might  receive   tl:eir  materials.    As 
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this  mountain  is  all  over  fliaded  \  kh  tree? ;  a<?  the 
arches  below  lie  open  to  the  fea,  with  a  large  cliff  on 
each  fide,  and  the  ifland  of  -ffigimurus  is  placed  over 
againft  them,  while  fprings  are  perpetually  runnln;^ 
down  the  rocks,  and  (eats  are  raifed  for  the  wei\ry  la- 
bourer i  we  can  fcarcely  doubt,  but  that  this  is  the! 
cave  which  Virgil  places  fomewhere  in  this  gulph  : 
jiotwithftanding  fomc  commentators  have  thought  iE 
fiftitious. 

Near  the  fea,  at  a  few  leagues  diftance,  is  a  mau- 
foleum,  near  2®  yards  in  diameter,  eredled  in  the 
form  of  a  cylindrical  pcdeftal,  with  a  vault  under- 
neath ;  and  on  the  cornice  are  feveral  fmall  altars, 
each  of  them  infcribed  with  the  name  of  a  different 
perfon.  Thcfe  are  fuppofed  by  the  Arabs  to  have 
been  formerly  fo  many  lamps  for  the  diredion  of 
mariners. 

Fifty  miles  from  Utica  is  the  city  of  Bayjah,  or 
Beja,  the  Vacca  of  Sailuft,  a  place  of  great  trade, 
and  the  chief  mart  for  corn  in  the  whole  kingdom. 

On  the  north-eaft  extremity  of  a  mountain  named 
Zowoan,  or  Zagwan,  is  a  fmall  flouriOiing  town  of 
the  fame  name,  famed  for  the  dying  of  fcailet  caps, 
and  the  bleaching  of  linen  -,  great  quantities  of  both 
being  daily  brought  thither  for  that  purpofc  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  ftream  ufed  for  this  pur- 
pofewas  conveyed  to  Carthage ;  and  over  the  fpring- 
head  was  a  temple,  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  ba 
feen.  On  an  antient  gate  of  the  city  is  carved  a  ram's 
head,  under  which  is  the  word  Auxilis,  from  which 
it  may  be  presumed  that  the  city  was  dedicated  to  Ju- 
piter Ammon. 

We  (hall  now  take  a  view  of  the  mod  remarkable 
places  in  the  winter  circuit.  Here  all  the  parts  I 
have  feen  fall  very  (hort  of  that  fertility  attributed  to 
them  by  the  antients  -,  and  particularly  thofe  near  the 
fea-coaft  are  generally  of  a  dry,  fandy  nature.  With 
no  great  depth  of  foil. 

Herkla, 
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Herkla,  or  Hcraclca,  of  the  lower  empire,  and 
probably  the  Adrumetum  of  the  earlier  ages,  is  built 
\}pon  a  promontory,  two  leagues  to  the  iouth-eaft  of 
a  morafs,  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  boundary  be- 
tween this  province  and  Zengitania.  It  appears  to 
have  been  little  more  than  a  mile  in  circuit,  and  if 
we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  of  its  former  grandeur 
by  the  remaining  ruins,  it  will  appear  a  place  of  im- 
portance, rather  than  of  extent.  That  part  of  the 
promontory  which  formed  the  port  feems  to  have  been 
walled  in  to  the  very  brink  of  the  fea,  and  to  the  weft 
and  fouth-weft  of  this  promontory  were  the  port  and 
cothon  which  Caefar  could  not  enter  in  his  purfuit  of 
Varus. 

The  next  remarkable  place  upon  the  coaft  is  Sufa, 
fituated  on  the  northern  extremity  of  a  long  range 
of  eminences,  about  five  leagues  to  the  fouth-eaft  of 
Herkla.  This  is  the  chief  mart  of  this  kingdom  for 
oil ',  it  has  alfo  a  flourifhing  trade  for  linens,  and 
may  be  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  cities 
of  the  Tunifeens.  Here  are  feveral  columns  of  gra- 
nite, vaults,  and  other  marks  of  its  being  formerly  a 
confiderable  place.  It  is  walled  round,  and  was  pro- 
bably one  of  thofe  towns  that  fubmitted  to  Casfar  in 
his  march  to  Rufpina. 

Leaving  the  fea-coaft,  and  taking  an  inland  courfe, 
we  foon  arrived  at  Hydrah,  which  is  fituated  in  a 
narrow  valley,  with  a  rivulet  running  by  it ;  and  for 
extent  of  ruins  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  places  in  this  country.  For  there  are 
here  the  walls  of  feveral  houfes,  the  pavement  of  a 
whole  ftreet,  with  a  variety  of  altars  and  mauib- 
leums  ftill  remaining.  Many  of  the  latter  are  well 
pre'erved,  and  are  of  various  rorms. 

Eight  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Sufa  is  Kairwan, 
the  Vico  Auguiti  of  the  antients.  It  is  a  walled  city, 
and  the  fecond  in  the  kirigdom  for  trade,  and  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  fituated  in  a  barren 
plain,  and  at  half  a  furlong's  diftance  without  the 
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vails,  is  a  pond  and  a  capacious  ciftern,  built  to  re- 
ceive the  rain-water  •,  but  the  former,  which  is  chiefly 
for  the  ufe  of  the  cattle,  drying  up  or  putrifying  in 
the  heat  of  fummer,  caufes  agues  and  other  diftem- 
pers.  Here  are  fome  fine  remains  of  the  antient  ar- 
chitecture, and  the  great  mofque,  efteemed  both  the 
mod  magnificent  and  the  moft  facred  in  Barbary,  is 
fupported  by  an  almoft  incredible  number  of  granite 
pillars.  Eight  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Kairwan 
are  the  ruins  of  Truzza,  the  Turzo  of  Ptolemy, 
where  are  feveral  vaulted  chambers  perpetually  filled 
with  fulphureous  fteams,  much  frequented  by  the 
Arabs  for  the  ufe  of  fweating. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  furlong  from  Spaida,  the  an- 
tient Sufetula,  is  a  magnificent  triumphal  arch  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  confiding  of  one  large  arch,  and 
two  fmaller,  one  on  each  fide,  with  the  fragment  of 
an  infcription  upon  it.  From  thence  all  along  to  the 
city,  is  a  pavement  of  large  black  ftoncs,  with  a  pa- 
rapet wall  on  each  fide.  At  the  end  of  this  pave- 
ment, we  pafs  through  a  beautiful  portico,  built  in 
the  fame  manner  with  the  triumphal  arch.  This'leads 
into  a  fpacious  courr,  where  are  the  ruins  of  three  con- 
tiguous temples  •,  but  the  roofs,  porticos  and  fronts,, 
are  broken  down,  though  all  the  other  walls,  with 
their  pediments  and  entablatures,  remain  entire.  In 
each  of  them  ^is  a  niche,  fronting  the  portico,  and 
behind  that  in  the  middle  temple  is  a  fmall  chamber, 
which  formerly  ferved,  perhaps,  for  a  veftry. 

Upon  an  eminence,  fix  leagues  to  the  wed- 
fouth-wefl:  of  Spaitla,  is  CaflTareen.  The  river  Dcrb 
runs  winding  below  it  -,  and  upon  a  precipice  that 
hangs  over  that  tiver,  is  a  triumphal  arch,  more  re- 
markable for  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  materials, 
than  for  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  the  defign.  But 
notwithftanding  the  rudenefs  of  the  workmanfhip, 
and  the  oddnefs  of  the  fituation,  it  has  an  inlcrip- 
tion,  in  which  Manlius  Felix,  the  founder,  is  grate- 
fully commemorated.     la  the  plains  below  the  city 
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arc  many  rtiaufoleums,  iipon  one  of  which  is  itn  cJegy 
irt  hexameter  and  pcntamctef  vcrfcs.  This  place 
feems  to  have  received  its  prefcnt  name  from  the 
maufoleums,  which  at  a  diftance  have  the  appearance 
of  fo  many  towers  or  fortrcflbs.    .. 

At  Jemme,  the  Tiftra  of  Cacfar,  dre  many  anti. 
quities  ;  ais  a  variety  of  columns,  altars  with  defaced 
infcriptions  j  and  man>  trunks  and  arms ,  of  marble 
ftatues,  one  of  which  is  of  the  cololTal  kind  in  ar- 
mour, another  is  of  a  naked  Venus^  in  the  pofturc 
and  fize  of  the  Medicean  •,  both  by  good  matters ; 
but  their  hands  are  broken  off.  This  place  is  ilfo  re- 
markably diftinguiflied  by  beautiful  remains  of  a 
fpacious  amphitheatre,  that  originally  cOnfifted  of  64 
arches  and  four  orders  of  columns.  The  upper  of- 
der,  which  is,  perhaps,  no  more  than  an  attic,  has 
fuffered  by  the  Arabs,  in  a  late  revolt  of  thofe  peo- 
ple, who  ufcd  this  place  as  a  fortrefs :  Mahomet  bey 
blew  up  four  of  the  arches  from  top  to  bottom ;  other- 
wife  nothing  could  be  more  entire  and  beautiful.  It 
feems  to  have  been  built  about  the  time  of  the  An- 
tonines ;  and  as  the  elder  Gordian  was  proclaimed 
emperor  of  this  city,  it  is  probable,  that  in  gratitude 
to  the  place  where  he  obtained  the  purple,  he  founded 
this  ftru6lure. 

Ferreanah,  which  from  its  lonely  fituation,  and 
other  circumftances,  was  probably  the  Thala  of  Sal- 
luft,  lies  in  the  fame  parallel  with  Rugga,  and  was 
once  the  largeft  city  of  Bizaeium,  though  it  has  now 
no  other  remains  of  its  antient  grandeur  but  a  few 
granite  and  other  columns,  which,  by  fome  extraor- 
dinary chance,  the  Arabs  have  left  ftanding  on  their 
pedellals. 

We  now  enter  upon  that  part  of  the  Sahara  which 
belongs  to  the  Tunifeens,  and  is  called  El  Jereed,  or 
The  Dry  Country.  The  villages  in  this  diltrift  arc 
built  like  thofe  in  Algiers,  with  mud  walls,  and  raf- 
ters of  palms;  among  them  may  be 'found  granite 
pillars,  and  Roman  infcripiions.     The  inhabitants  in 
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retieral  trade  in  dates,  which  they  exchange  for  wheat, 
barley,  linen,  and  other  commodities,  brought  from 
the  neighbouring  parts.  The  dates  of  Tozar,  one 
of  thefe  villages,  being  moll  efteemcd,  that  is  be- 
come the  principal  mart  for  them  \  p;r tat  quantities 
of  them  arc  exported  to  i^thiopia,  whefc  they  are 
exchanged  for  olack  flaves,  at  the  rate  of  two  or 
three  quintals  for  a  black. 

The  roving  unfcttled  life  of  the  Arabs,  and  tlie 
perpetual  grievances  the  Moors  frequently  fufFer  from 
the  Turks,  will  not  permit  either  of  them  to  enjoy 
that  liberty  and  fecurity  which  give  birth  and  encou- 
ragement to  learning :  hence  the  knowlege  of  medi- 
cine, of  philofophy  and  the  mathematics,  which  once 
flourilhcd  among  the  Arabs,  are  now  fo  loft,  that 
there  are  fcarcely  any  traces  of  them  remaining. 

The  children  of  the  Moors  and  Turks  are  fent 
to  fchool  at  about  fix  years  of  age,  when  they 
are  taught  to  read,  and  write,  for  the  value  of  about 
a  penny  a  week  :  inftead  of  paper,  each  boy  has  a 
piece  of  thin  fquare  board  flightly  daubed  over  with 
whiting  i  on  this  he  makes  his  letters,  which  may  be 
wiped  off  or  renewed  at  pleafure.  Having  made 
fome  progrefs  in  the  koran,  he  is  initiated  in  the  fe- 
veral  ceremonies  and  myfteries  of  religion.  When  a 
boy  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  any  of  thefe  branches 
of  learning,  he  is  richly  drelled,  mounted  upon  a 
horfe  finely  caparifoned,  and  condudled  amidft  the 
huzzas  of  his  fchool-fellows  through  the  ftreets ; 
while  his  friends  and  relations  aflcm'olc  to  congratu- 
late his  parents,  and  load  him  with  gifts.  After  be- 
ing three  or  four  years  at  fchool,  the  boys  are  put  to 
trades,  or  enrolled  in  the  army,  where  molt  of  them 
loon  forget  all  they  have  learned. 

While  I  Was  at  Algiers,  I  endeavoured  to  become 
acquainted  with  thofe  perfons  who  were  moft  diftin- 
guiflied  for  their  learning;  and  though,  from  their 
natural  fliynels  to  ftrangers,  and  contempt  of  the 
Chriftians,  it  is  difficult  to  cultivate  a  real  friendfliip 
with  them,  yet  I  foon  found,  that  their  chief  aftro- 
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nomer,  who  fupcrintcnds  and  regulates  the  hours  of 
prayer,  had  not  the  fkill  to  make  a  fun-dial :  that  the 
whole  art  of  navigation,  as  pradlifed  at  Algiers  and 
Tunis,  confided  of  nothing  more  than  what  is  termed 
the  pricking  of  a  chart,  and  diftinguifliing  the  eight 
principal  points  of  the  compafs  :  and  that  even  chc- 
miftry,  formerly  the  favourite  fcience  of  thefe  people, 
is  at  prefent  only  applied  to  the  diftilling  a  httlc 
rofc-water.  The  phyUcians  chiefly  ftudy  the  Spanifh 
edition  of  Diofcorides  ;  but  the  figures  of  the  plants 
and  animals  are  more  confulted  than  the  defcriptions. 
Yet  thefe  people  are  naturally  fubtle  and  ingenious  j 
and  nothing  but  time,  application  and  encouragement, 
^re  wanting  to  cultivate  and  improve  their  faculties. 

The  Mahometans  being  for  the  moft  part  predefti- 
narians,  pay  little  regard  to  phyfic,  and  generally 
leave  the  diforder  to  contend  with  nature,  or  make 
ufe  of  charms  or  incantations.  They,  however,  re- 
fort  to  bagnios  in  all  diflempers,  and  there  are  a  few 
remedies  in  general  ufe.  Thus  in  pleuritic  and  rheu- 
matic cafes,  they  make  feveral  pundlures  on  the  part 
afitded  with  a  red  hot  iron,  repeating  the  operation 
according  to  the  violence  of  the  dileafe,  and  the 
llrength  of  the  patient.  They  pour  frelh  butter  al- 
moft  boiling  hot  into  all  fimple  gun-fhot  wounds. 
The  prickly  pear  roafted  in  the  aihes  is  applied  hot, 
for  the  cure  of  bruifes,  fwellings,  and  inflammations; 
and  a  dram  or  two  of  the  root  of  the  round  birth- 
wort,  is  an  efl:abliflied  remedy  for  the  cholic :  fome 
of  them  inoculate  for  the  fmall-pox  -,  though  this 
practice  is  not  much  in  repute  in  this  part  of  Barbary, 
and  they  tell'  a  number  of  ftories  to  difcourage  the 
ufe  of  it.  They  have  few  compound  medicines} 
however,  they  ufe  a  mixture  of  myrrh,  faflfron,  aloes, 
and  fyrup  of  myrtle- b,erries,  which  is  often  found  cf- 
fedtual  in  the  cure  of  the  plague. 

I  have  fon>ctimes  been  favoured  with  the  fight  of 
their  antient  kalendars,  in  which  the  fun's  place,  the 
frmidiurnal  and  noiflurnal  arch,  the  length  of  the 
twilight,  with  the  feveral  hours  of  prayer  for  each 
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day  in  the  month,  are  calculated  to  a  minute,  and 
beautifully  infertcd  in  proper  columns :  but  thefe  are 
as  little  confulted  as  their  antient  mathematical  inftru- 
ments,  of  which  they  know  not  the  ufe.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  (kill  of  their  anceftors  in  arithmetic  and 
algebra,  not  one  in  twenty  thou  land  appears  to  be  at 
prefent  acquainted  with  the  firft  operations  in  ihefe 
branches  of  mathematics ;  yet  the  merchants  are  fre- 
quently very  dextrous  in  the  addition  and  fubtradion 
of  large  fums  by  memory  -,  and  have  alfo  a  very  An- 
gular method  of  numeration,  by  putting  their  hands 
into  each  others  fleeves,  and  touching  one  another 
with  this  or  that  finger,  or  a  particular  joint,  each 
denoting  a  determined  fum  or  number.  1  hus,  with- 
out moving  their  lips,  they  conclude  bargains  of  the 
greateft  value. 

Several  clans  of  the  Arabs  go  bare-headed  all  the 
year  long,  as  Mafinifla  did  of  old,  binding  their 
temples  only  with  a  narrow  fillet,  to  prevent  their 
hair  beino;  troublefome.  But  the  Moors  and  Turks 
in  general,  with  fome  of  the  richer  clans  of  Arabs, 
wear  upr  n  the  crowns  of  their  heads  a  fmall  cap  of 
fcarlet  woollen  cloth,  of  the  manufadure  of  the 
country.  The  turban  is  folded  round  the  bottom  of 
thefe  caps,  and  by  the  fafnion  of  the  folds  the  fevcral 
''rders  of  foldiers  are  ditlinguiilaed,  not  only  from  the 
tradefmen  and  citizens,  but  from  one  another.  The 
Arabs  wear  a  loole  garment,  called  a  Plyke,  which 
is  a  piece  of  cloth  of  their  own  manufaflure,  ufually 
fix  yards  long,  and  five  or  fix  feet  in  breadth  •,  this, 
which  they  wrap  round  them,  and  gird  up  with  a  falTi, 
ferves  them  for  a  complete  drcfs  in  the  day,  and  for 
a  bed  and  covering  by  night.  Above  this  they  wear 
a  cloak  or  upper  garment  called  a  Burnoofe,  which  is 
wove  in  one  piece,  with  a  kind  of  hood  for  the  head  •, 
it  is  alio  tight  about  the  neck,  and  widens  below  like 
a  cloak :  but  this  is  only  worn  in  rainy  and  very  cold 
weather. 

Some  of  them  wear  under  their  hykes  a  clofe-bo- 
^ied  fiock,  or  riinic,  with  or  without  ileeves,   which, 
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as  well  as  the  hyke,  is  girded  about  their  bodies, 
efpecially  when  they  are  engaged  in  any  labour  or 
exercife  •,  at  which  time  they  ufually  throw  off  their 
hyl^es  and  burnoofes,  and  remain  only  in  their  tunics. 
Of  this  kind  was  probably  the  habit  worn  by  our  Sa- 
viour, when  he  is  faid  to  lay  afide  his  garments^  and  to 
take  a  towel  and  gird  himfelf^  John  xiii.  4.  1  heir 
girdles  are  ufually  of  worfted,  wove  in  a  variety  of 
figures,  and  made  to  wrap  feveral  times  round  their 
bodies.  One  end  being  doubled  and  fewed  along 
the  edges,  ferves  for  a  purfe ;  in  this  girdle  the 
Turks  and  Arabs  alfo  fix  their  knives  and  poniards : 
while  the  writers  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  having  an 
inkhprn,  the  badge  of  their  office,  fufpended  in  the 
like  fituation. 

The  Turks  and  Moors  wear  linen  under  their  tu- 
but  the  Arabs  in  general  wear  nothing  but 
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woollen.  However,  in  fome  places  it  is  cuftomary 
for  the  Arab  bridegroom  and  bride  to  wear  each  a 
ihirt  at  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials  -,  but  then 
they  are  not  to  wafti  or  pull  them  off,  while  any  part 
of  them  is  remaining.  The  fleevcs  of  thofc  worn  by 
the  men,  are  wide  and  open,  without  any  folds  at 
the  wrift,  while  thofe  of  the  women  are  made  with 
gauze,  and  different  coloured  ribbons,  interchange- 
ably fewn  together. 

The  Bedoween,  who  live  in  tents,  are  not  accuf- 
tomed  to  wear  drawers  ;  though  the  citizens  of  both 
fexcs  conftantly  appear  in  them,  efpecially  when  they 
go  abroad  or  receive  vifits.  The  virgins  are  diftin- 
guifhed  from  thofe  of  the  matrons  in  having  theirs 
made  of  needle-work,  ftriped  filk,  or  linen  :  but 
when  the  women  are  at  home,  or  in  private,  they 
lay  afide  their  hykes,  and  fometimes  their  tunics, 
and  inftead  of  drawers  bind  only  a  towel  about  their 
loins.  It  is  obfervable,  that  when  the  Moorifh  wo- 
men appear  in  public,  they  conftantly  fold  themfelves 
fo  dole  up  in  their  hykes,  that  veiy  little  of  their 
faces  can  be  feen :  but  in  the  fummer  months,  when 
they  retire  to  their  country- feats,  they  walk  abroad 
4  witfi 
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with  lefs  caution  and  referve,  and  upon  the  approach 
of  a  ftrangcr  only  let  fall  their  veils.  They  all  affeft 
to  have  their  hair  hang  down  to  the  ground,  which 
they  colleft  into  one  lock  upon  the  hinder  part  of  the 
head,  binding  and  plaiting  it  with  ribbons  j  but 
where  nature  has  been  lefs  liberal,  they  fupply  the 
defeft  by  adding  artificial  to  the  natural  locks.  The 
hair  being  thus  adorned,  they  tie  clofe  together  above 
the  lock  the  feveral  corners  of  a  triangular  piece  of 
linen,  wrought  with  the  needle  in  a  variety  of  figures. 
Thofe  of  fuperior  fortune  wear  a  farmah,  as  it  is  cal- 
led, which  is  nearly  of  the  fame  fliape  with  the  other 
head-drefs ;  but  is  made  of  thin  flexible  plates  of  gold 
or  filver,  cut  through  and  engraved  in  imitation  of 
lace.  A  handkerchief  of  filk,  gauze,  crape,  or 
painted  linen,  bound  clofe  about  the  iarmah,  and 
negligently  falling  upon  the  lock,  compleats  their 
drefs. 

However,  none  of  thefe  ladies  think  themfclves 
compleatly  adorned,  till  they  have  tinged  the  Iiair 
and  the  edges  of  their  eye-lids  with  the  powder  of 
lead  ore.  This  operation  is  performed  by  dipping  a 
wooden  bodkin  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  quill  into  the 
powder,  and  then  drawing  it  under  the  eye- lids,  over 
the  ball  of  the  eye,  which  communicates  to  the  eyes 
a  footy  colour,  that  is  thought  to  add  a  wonderful 
grace  to  perfons  of  all  complexions.  This  practice  is 
of  great  antiquity  ;  for  we  find  that  when  Jezebel  is 
faid /<?  have  painted  her  face,  the  original  words  are, 
Ibe  adjufted  (or  fet  off)  her  eyes  with  the  powder  of  lead 
ore,  2  Kings  ix.  30.  Indeed  this  kind  of  ornament 
was  not  only  made  ufe  of  by  the  eaftern  nations,  but 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

The  Turks  and  Moors  are  early  rifers,  and  con- 
ftantly  attend  the  public  devotions  at  break  of  day. 
After  which,  each  perfon  is  employed  in  his  proper 
trade  and  occupation  till  ten  in  the  morning,  the 
ufual  time  of  dining ;  returning  again  to  bufinefs  till 
the  afternoon  prayers,  when  all  kint^  of  work  ccafes, 
2nd  the  fhops  are  fhut  up.     The  fupper  commonly 
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follows  the  prayers  of  fun-fet,  and  then  repeating  tli<; 
fame  at  the  fetting  of  the  watch,  when  it  begins  to 
be  dark,  they  go  to  bed  immediately  after.  Some 
of  the  graver  people,  who  have  no  conftant  employ, 
fpend  the  day,  either  in  converfing  with  one  another 
jn  the  barbers  fiiops,  in  the  bazar,  or  at  a  coffee- 
Jioufe ;  while  a  great  part  of  the  Turkilh  or  Moorifh 
youth,  with  many  of  the  unmarried  foldiers,  attend 
^hcir  concubines  with  wine  and  mvific  into  the  fields, 
or  make  merry  at  one  of  the  public  taverns  ^  which, 
though  prohibited  by  their  religion,  thefe  govern- 
ments are  obliged,  from  the  neceffity  of  the  dmcs, 
p  dilpenfe  with. 

The  lives  of  the  Arabs  are  one  continued  round  of 
idknefs  and  divcrfions.  When  they  are  not  called 
abroad  by  any  paftime,  they  fpend  the  day  in  loiter- 
ing at  home,  fmoaking  their  pipes,  and  repofing 
themfelves  under  Ibme  neighbouring  fhade.  They 
have  not  the  leafl  relifli  for  domeftic  pleafiires,  and 
are  feldom  known  to  converfe  with  their  wives,  or 
play  with  their  children.  The  Arab  places  his  higheft 
latisfaiftion  in  his  horfe,  and  is  feldom  in  high  fpirits, 
but  when  riding  at  full  fpted,  or  hunting.  The 
eafVern  nations  in  general  are  very  dexterous  at  this 
exercife  ;  and  upon  one  of  the  medallions  of  Conflan- 
tine*s  arch  is  a  beautiful  reprefentaiioh  of  this  fport, 
as  performed  at  prefent  by  the  Arabs ;  who,  having 
rouzed  the  bead  from  his  retirement,  and  purfued  it 
into  Ibme  adjacent  plain,  endeavour,  by  frequently 
overtaking  and  turning  it,  to  tire  and  perplex  it,-  an4 
then  watching  an  opportunity,  they  fix  lances  in  its 
fides. 

At  the  hunting;  of  the  lion  a  whole  diftrid  is  fum- 
moned  to  appear,  who  forming  themfelvcs  into  a  cir- 
cle, at  firft  enclofc  a  fpace  three  or  four  miles  in 
compafs,  according  to  the  number  of  the  people, 
ar.d  the  nature  of  the  ground.  Th:f  footmen  ad- 
vance firfl,  rufhing  into  the  thickets  with  their  dogs, 
and  lances,  to  rouze  th.eir  game,  while  the  horfenien 
jiceping  a  little  behind,  are  alv/ays  ready  to  Tally  on 
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the  wild  bead.  They  ftill  proceed,  contra(5ling  the 
circle,  till  at  lad  they  either  clofe  in  together,  or  meet 
with  diverfion.  The  accidental  paflime  upon  thefe 
occafions  is  fometimes  extreamly  diverting  -,  for  the 
various  animals  within  the  circle  being  thus  drove  to- 
gether, they  feldom  fail  of  having  a  variety  of  agree- 
able chaces  after  hares,  jackals,  leopards,  hyasnas, 
and  other  wild  beails.  It  is  a  common  obfervation 
in  this  country,  that  the  moment  the  lion  is  rouzed 
he  will  endeavour  to  feize  upon  the  perfon  neareft  him, 
and  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  cut  to  pieces  rather  than  quit 
his  hold. 

Hawking  is  one  of  the  principal  diverfions  of  the 
Arabs  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  where 
the  woods  afford  a  beawtiful  variety  of  hawks  and  fal- 
cons. Thofe  who  delight  in  fowling,  inftead  of 
fpringing  th^  game  with  dogs,  fhade  themfelves  with 
a  piece  of  canvafs  ftretched  upon  two  reeds,  and 
painted  with  the  figure  of  a  leopard.  Thus  concealed, 
the  fowler  walks  through  die  breaks  and  avenues, 
looking  through  fome  holes  a  little  below  the  top  of 
the  ikreen,  to  obferve  what  paffes  before  him.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  partridges,  and  fome  other  birds, 
on  the  approach  of  the  canvafs,  covey  together, 
though  they  were  before  at  fome  diftance  from  each 
other ;  and  the  woodcock,  quail,  and  other  birds  that 
commonly  feed  in  flocks,  will,  on  feeing  it,  ftand 
ftill  with  a  look  of  aftonifhment.  Thus  the  fportf- 
man  has  an  opportunity  of  coming  near  them,  when 
refting  the  fl^reen  upon  the  ground,  and  dire-fling  the 
muzzle  of  his  piece  through  one  of  the  holes,  he 
ftioots  a  whole  covey  at  once.  The  Arabs  have 
alfo  another  method  of  catching  partridges*,  for 
obferving  that  after  their  being  hallily  fprung  two 
or  three  times,  they  become  fatigued  and  languid, 
they  then  run  in  upon  them,  and  knock  them  down 
with  their  zerwatties,  which  are  fliort  (licks  bound 
round,  with  iron,  or  inlaid  with  pewter  or  brafs.  Thefe 
ferve  thofe  Arabs  who  are  not  mailers  of  a  gun  for 
ofFenfive  and  defenfive  weapons. 
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With  refpeft  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Bedoweens,  they  retain  many  of  thofe  we  read  of  in 
facred  and  prophane  hiftory ;  for  excepting  their  re- 
ligion, they  are  the  lame  people  they  were  two  or 
three  thouland  years  ago.  Upon  meeting  one  another, 
they  ftill  u'ic  the  primitive  falutation,  "  Peace  be  un- 
to you."  The  inferiors  out  of  deference  and  refpeft 
kifs  the  feet,  knees,  or  garments  of  their  fuperiors ; 
while  the  children  or  kinsfolks  pay  the  fame  rcfpeft 
to  the  heads  of  their  parents,  and  agt  d  relations.  In 
faluting  each  other  they  lay  their  hand  upon  their 
bread,  whilq  thofe  who  are  more  intimately  acquaint- 
ed, or  are  of  an  equal  age  and  dignity,  mutually  kifs 
the  hand,  head  or  fhoulder  of  each  other.  At  the 
feaft  of  their  Bairam  and  other  great  folemnities, 
the  wife  compliments  her  hulband  by  kifling  his 
hand. 

Here  perfons  of  the  higheft  charafler,  like  the  an- 
tient  patriarchs,  and  the  heroes  of  Homer,  perform 
what  we  Ihould  term  menial  employments.  The 
greateft  prince  of  thefe  countries  is  not  alhamed  to 
fetch  a  lamb  from  his  flock  and  kill  it,  while  the 
princefs  makes  hade  to  prepare  her  fire  and  kettle, 
find  then  drelTes  it.  The  cuftom  of  walking  either 
bare-foot  or  with  fandals,  renders  the  compliment  of 
wafhing  the  ftranger's  feet  ftill  necelTary.  This  is 
done  by  the  maRer  of  the  family,  who  firft  prefents 
himfelf,  and  is  always  the  moll  officious  in  this  aft 
of  kindnefs.  When  his  entenainment  is  prepared, 
he  would  think  it  a  Ihame  to  fit  down  with  his  guefts ; 
inftead  of  which  he  ftands  all  the  time,  and  waits 
upon  them.  Yet  notwhhftanding  this  refped:,  ti^ofe 
nre  fome|:imes  overtaken  and  pillaged  in  the  morning, 
by  the  very  perfons  who  have  entertained  th?m  with 
fuch  hofpitality  at  night. 

However,  to  the  honour  of  the  weftern  Moors, 
they  carry  on  a  trade  with  fome  barbaro'r,  i!.itions 
^bordering  on  the  river  Niger,  without  feeing  the  per- 
^l>.s  tbjjy  trade  with,   or  their  h?iving  once  broke 
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through  that  original  charter  of  commerce,  which 
from  time  immemorial  has  been  fettled  between  them. 
The  method  is  this  :  at  a  certain  time  of  the  year, 
which,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  is  the  winter,  they 
make  this  journey  in  a  numerous  caravan,  carrying 
with  them  firings  of  coral,  glafs-bcads,  bracelets  of 
horn,  knives,  fciflars,  and  the  like.  On  their  arriv- 
ing at  the  place  appointed,  which  is  on  a  certain  day 
of  the  moon,  they  find  in  the  evening  feveral  heaps 
of  gold  dudi  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other ; 
againft  which,  the  Moors  place  fo  many  of  their 
trinkets  as  they  judge  will  be  taken  for  the  value. 
If  the  Nigritians  the  next  morning  approve  of  the 
bargain,  they  take  up  the  trinkets  and  leave  the  gold, 
or  elfe  make  fome  dedu6tions  from  the  gold  duft,  &c. 
Thus,  to  their  great  honour,  they  tranfaft  their  ex- 
change, without  the  leaft  inftance  of  perfidioufnefs 
or  difhonefty. 

The  antient  cuftom  of  plighting  their  troth,  by 
drinking  out  of  each  other's  hands,  is,  at  prellnt, 
the  only  ceremony  ufed  by  the  Algerines  in  their 
marriages.  But  the  contract  is  to  be  firft  agreed 
upon  between  the  parents,  in  which  mention  is  made, 
not  only  of  the  Turn  of  money  which  the  brid("groom 
fettles  on  the  bride,  but  of  the  feveral  changes  of  rai- 
ment, the  quantity  of  jewels,  and  the  number  of  Qaves 
with  which  the  bride  is  to  b:  attended,  when  fhe  firft 
waits  upon  her  hufband.  The  parties  never  fee  each 
other  till  the  marriage  is  to  be  confummated,  when 
the  relations  bfing  withdrawn,  the  bridegroom  firft 
unveils,  and  then  undreffes  the  bride.  The  huf- 
band may  put  away  his  wife  when  he  pleafes,  upon 
the  forfeiture  of  the  fortune, he  has  fettled  upon  her: 
but  he  cannot  afterward  take  her  again,  till  after  fhe 
is  married  and  bedded  by  another  man. 

The  civility  and  refpeft  paid  by  the  politer  nations 
to  the  fair,  are  here  confidered  as  abfurd  infringe- 
ments on  the  law  of  nature,  which  afTigns  the  pre- 
eminence to  man.     For  the  wives  of  this  country, 
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are  only  confidered  is  a  fuperior  clafs  of  fervantj 
who  are  yet  to  have  the  greatcft  (hare  of  toil  and  bufi! 
nefs.  While  the  lazy  hufbands  take  their  repofe  un- 
der  fome  neighbouring  (hade,  and  the  young  men 
and  maidens  attend  the  flocks,  the  wives  are  either 
all  day  employed  at  their  looms,  grinding  at  the  mill, 
or  drefllng  provifions ;  and  to  conclude  the  day,  they 
ftill  take  a  pitcher,  or  a  goat's  Ikin,  and  tying  their 
fucking  children  to  their  backs,  trudge  two  or  three 
miles  to  fetch  water.  Yet  in  the  midft  of  all  this 
bufinefs,  neither  thefe  country  ladies,  nor  thofe  of 
better  fafhion  in  cities,  will  lay  afide  any  of  their 
ornaments,  neither  their  nofe-jewels,  their  bracelets 
for  their  arms  and  legs,  or  their  ear-rings,  all  of 
which  are  very  cumberfome ;  nor  will  they  omit  ting. 
ing  their  eyes  with  lead  ore :  fo  prevalent  is  cuftom, 
and  fo  zealous  are  even  the  ladies  in  Barbary  to  ap- 
pear in  fafliion. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  Moorilh  women  would  be 
efteemed  beauties  even  in  England.  Their  children 
have  the  fineft  complexions  of  any  nation  whatfoever; 
but  the  boys  are  foexpofed  to  the  fun,  that  they  loon 
'..tain  the  fwarthinefs  of  the  Arab :  however,  the 
girls,  keeping  more  at  home,  preferve  their  beauty 
till  they  are  thirty,  when  they  are  ufually  pad  child- 
bearing.  One  of  thefe  girk  is  fometimes  a  mother 
at  eleven,  and  a  grand-mother  at  twenty-two ;  and 
their  lives  being  ufually  as  long  as  thofe  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans,  thefe  matrons  fometimes  live  to  fee  their 
children  of  many  generations. 

No  nation  in  the  world  is  fo  fuperftitious  as  the 
Arabs,  or  even  the  Mahometans  in  general.  They 
hang  the  figure  of  an  open  hand  round  the  neck  of 
their  children  ;  and  both  the  Turks  and  Moors  paint 
it  upon  their  Ihips  and  houfes  as  a  counter-charm  to 
an  evil  eye.  The  people  who  are  grown  up  always 
carry  about  with  them  fome  paragraph  of  the  koran, 
which  they  place  upon  their  breaft,  or  few  under  their 
caps,  to  prevent  fafcination  and  witchcraft,  and  to 
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k\ire  themfelves  from  ficknefs  and  misfortunes^ 
The  virtues  of  thefe  charms  are  fuppofed  to  be  fp 
univerfal,  that  they  alfo  hang  them  to  the  necks  of 
their  cattle,  their  horfes,  and  other  bcafts  of  burden. 

The  Mahometans  have  a  great  veneration  for  their 
Marabutts,  who  are  generally  perfons  of  a  rigid  au- 
ilere  life,  continually  employing  themfelves  either  in 
qounting  over  their  beads,  or  in  meditation  and  prayer. 
Their  chaplet  ufually  confifts  of  99  beads,  on  touch- 
ing each  of  which  they  either  fay,  "  God  be  praifed, 
God  is  great,  or,  God  forgive  me."  This  faintlhip 
goes  by  lucceffion  i  and  the  fon,  provided  he  can  be- 
have with  equal  gravity,  is  entitled  to  the  fame  reve- 
rence and  efteem  with  the  father.  Some  of  them  pre- 
tend to  fee  vifions,  and  to  converfe  with  the  Deity, 
while  others  are  fuppofed  to  work  miracles.  Being 
with  Seedy  Muftafa,  the  caliph  of  the  weftern  pro- 
vince, he  told  me,  in  the  prefence  of  a  number  of 
Arabian  fheiks,  who  vouched  for  the  faft,  that  a 
neighbouring  Marabutt  had  a  folid  iron  bar,  which, 
upon  command,  would  give  the  fame  report,  and  do 
as  much  execution  is  a  piece  of  cannon ;  and  that 
once  the  whole  Algerine  army,  on  demanding  too 
exorbitant  a  tax  from  the  Arabs  under  his  proteftion, 
were  put  to  flight  by  the  miracle.  Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  frequency,  as  they  pretended,  of  the 
experiment,  all  the  merit  I  urged,  of  convincing 
a  Chriflian,  and  the  folicitations  of  the  company, 
the  Marabutt  had  too  much  policy  to  hazard  his 
reputation  by  putting  it  to  the  proof.  At  Seteef 
I  faw  a  Marabutt  famous  for  vomiting  fire ;  but 
though  I  was  at  firll  much  furprifed  at  feeing  his 
mouth  fuddenly  in  a  blaze,  and  at  the  violent  ago- 
nies he  counterfeited  at  the  fame  time,  I  afterward 
plainly  perceived  that  it  was  -'1  a  trick  ;  and  that  the 
flames  andfmoke  vv'ith  which  he  was  furrounded,  arofe 
from  fome  tow  and  fulphur  which  he  contrived  to  fet 
on  fire  under  his  burnoofe. 

The  method  of  building,  both  in  Barbary  and  the 
Levant,  feems  to  have  continued  the  fame  without 
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any  alteration,  from  the  moft  early  ages.  Their 
houfes  are  fquare  buildings  with  flat  roofs,  furround- 
jng  a  court,  where  alone  they  are  orr  \i.:ented.  In- 
deed,  large  doors,  fpaciuus  chambers,  marble  pave- 
ments, cloyftered  courts,  with  fountains  fometimes 
playing  in  the  midft,  are  well  adapted  to  the  heat  of 
the  climate*. 

The  tents  of  the  Bedoweens  are  of  an  oblong 
figure,  rel'embling  tiie  hull  of  a  fhip  turned  upfide 
down,  and  are  covered  with  a  coarfe  hair-cloth.  They 
differ  in  fize  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  perfons 
who  live  in  them,  and  are  accordingly  fupported, 
fome  with  one  pole  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  and  others 
with  two  or  three  of  the  fame  length,  while  a  cur- 
tain or  carpet  placed  upon  occafion  at  each  of  thefe 
diviiions,  Separates  the  whole  into  feveral  apartments, 
and  thefe  poles  being  covered  with  hooks,  tic*  Arabs 
hang  upon  them  their  cloaths,  fiddles,  bafl.cts,  and 
accoutrements  of  war.  They  take  their  reit  by  lying 
upon  a  mat  or  carper,  without  a  bed,  matrefs  or  pil- 
low,  and  only  wrapped  up  in  their  hykcs.  When 
we  find  any  number  of  thefe  tents  together,  and  I 
have  feen  from  three  to  three  hundred,  they  are  ufu- 
ally  placed  in  a  circle  ;  and  in  the  i7!ght  the  cattle  are 
inclofed  in  the  area  in  the  middle,  to  fecure  them 
from  the  wild  beafts.  The  deicription  Virgil  has 
given  of  their  manner  of  living  and  decamping,  is 
as  juftly  drawn,  as  if  his  obfervations  were  but  lately 
made. 

From  the  encampments  cf  the  Bedoweens  we  are 
to  proceed  to  the  villages  of  the  Kabyles,  which  con- 
iift  of  a  number  of  cottages,  raifed  either  with  hur- 
dles daubed  over  with  mud,  with  the  materials  of 
fome  anticnt:  ruins,  or  with  fquare  cakes  of  clay 
baked  in  the  fun  ;  while  the  roofs  are  covered  with 
Itraw  or  turf,  fupported  by  retrds  or  the  branches  ot 
trees.     There  is  leldom  more  than  one  room  in  the 
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hrgeft  of  themi  which  not  only  fcrves  for  a  kitchen, 
dining-room,  and  bed-chamber  •,  but  one  corner  of 
it  is  referved  for  the  calves,  foals,  and  kids. 

In  thefe  huts  the  women  make  their  blankets  called 
liyices,  and  the  goat's  hair  cloth  for  their  tents  -,  weav- 
ing them  not  with  a  fhuttle,  but  condu(5ting  every 
thread  of  the  woof  with  their  fingers. 

One  principal  branch  of  the  manufadures  and  trade 
of  thefe  countries,  is  that  of  carpers.  Thefe  are  made 
of  coarfer  materials,  and  are  not  fo  beautifully  defign- 
ed  as  thofe  in  Turkey  ;  but  being  fofter  and  cheaper, 
they  are  preferred  by  thefe  people  to  lie  upon.  Both 
at  Algiers  and  Tunis  are  looms  for  velvet,  taffeties, 
and  feveral  kinds  of  wrought  filks.  Over  all  thefe 
kingdoms  is  made  a  coarfe  fort  of  linen  ;  but  that 
made  at  Sufa  is  the  fineft.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe 
manufaftures  is  confumed  at  home ;  but  fome  of  them 
are  fo  inconiiderable,  particularly  the  filk  and  linen, 
that  the  deficiencies  are  frequently  made  up  from  Eu- 
rope. Indeed  thefe  parts  of  Barbary  fend  very  few 
of  their  commodities  to  market. 

The  cultivated  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms  enjoy  a 
very  wholefome  air,  neither  too  hot  and  fultry  in  fum- 
nier,  nor  too  Iharp  and  cold  in  winter.  For  during 
the  fpace  of  twelve  years,  in  which  1  attended  the 
faftory  at  Algiers,  the  thermometer  funk  only 
twice  to  the  freezing  point,  and  then  the  whole  coun- 
try was  covered  with  fnow.  The  feafons  infenfibly 
fall  into  each  other  -,  and  the  extraordinary  equability 
in  the  temperature  of  the  climate  appears  from  the 
barometer's  fhewing  all  the  revolutions  of  the  wea- 
ther in  the  fpace  of  an  inch  and  a  half.  In  this  cli- 
mate rain  is  Icldom  known  to  fall  in  the  fummer  fea- 
fon;  and  in  moft  parts  of  the  Sahara,  particularly 
thofe  of  Jereed,  there  is  rarely  any  rain  at  all.  • 

When  I  was  at  Tozer,  in  December  1727,  we 
had  a  fmall  drizling  rain,  that  lalled  two  hours,  on 
which  feveral  of  the  houfes,  which,  as  ufual,  were 
only  built  of  palm  branches,  and  tiles  baked  in  the 
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fun,  fell  down  by  imbibing  the  moifture  •,  and  had 
the  drops  been  either  larger,  or  the  fhower  of  a  longer 
continuance,  the  whole  city  would  doubtltrfs  have 
diflblved  and  dropt  to  pieces.  In  the  other  parts 
the  fiift  rains  fall  in  September  and  Odlobcr,  after 
which  the  Arabs  break  up  the  ground,  and  begin  to 
fow  wheat,  and  plant  beans,  &c.  If  the  latter  rains 
fall  in  the  middle  of  April,  as  they  ufually  do,  the 
crop  is  reckoned  fecure  i  the  harveft  following  in  the 
latter  end  of  May,  or  the  beginning  of  June. 

The  country  produces  feveral  kinds  of  grain,  be- 
fide  all  thofe  ot  Europe,  except  oats  •,  particularly 
rice  and  a  white  fort  of  millet,  with  fome  forts  of 
pulfe  unknown  in  England.  The  Moors  and  Arabs 
ftill  continue  to  follow  the  primitive  cuftom  of  the 
Eaft  in  treading  out  their  corn,  which  is  a  quicker  but 
lefs  cleanly  method  than  ours  :  for  this  being  done 
upon  a  level  piece  of  ground,  only  daubed  over  with 
cow-dung,  a  great  deal  of  earth  and  gravel  muft  un- 
avoidably be  gathered  up  with  the  grain  -,  befide,  all 
the  draw  is  broke  to  pieces.  After  the  grain  is  trod- 
den out,  it  is  only  winnowed,  by  throwing  it  into 
the  wind  with  (hovels  -,  it  is  then  lodged  in  fubterra- 
neous  magazines,  two  or  three  hundred  of  which  I 
have  fometimes  feen  together,  and  the  fmalleftof 
them  would  contain  four  hundred  bufhels. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  fold  extreamly  cheap. 
You  may  have  a  large  piece  of  bread,  a  bundle  of 
turnips,  or  a  fmall  baflcet  of  fruit,  for  the  6g6  part 
of  a  dollar,  of  3s.  6d.  of  our  money.*  Fowls  are 
frequently  bought  for  three  half-pence  apiece*,  a 
flieep  for  3  s.  6d.  and  a  cow  and  a  calf  for  a  guinea. 
It  is  happy  for  thefe  people,  that  one  year  with  an- 
other they  can  have  a  bufiiel  of  the  bed  wheat  for 
fifteen  or  eighteen  pence  :  for  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
countries,  as  well  as  the  eaftern  nations  in  general, 
are  great  eaters  of  bread  •,  three  perfons  in  four  living 
entirely  upon  it,  or  upon  fuch  compofitions  as  are 
niade  of  wheat  and  barley  flour. 
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In  cities  and  villages,  the  bread  is  ufually  leavened 
and  baked  in  public  ovens  *,  but  among  the  Bedo- 
weens,  the  dough  is  no  fooner  kneaded  than  it 
is  made  into  thin  cakes,  which  are  cither  im« 
mediately  baked  on  the  coals,  or  fryed  in  a  pan  with 
butter. 

All  the  fruits  of  Europe,  befide  thofe  found  in 
Egypt,  arc  produf  ed  here,  except  the  hazel-nut,  the 
filbert,  the  goofcberry  and  currant-tree.  But  their' 
gardens  are  laid  out  without  method  and  defign,  and 
are  a  confufed  medley  of  trees,  with  beds  of  cab- 
bages, turnips,  beans,  and  fometimes  of  wheat  and 
barley  difperfed  among  them.  Fine  walks,  and 
parterres,  they  would  confider  as  the  lofs  of  fo  much 
foil  i  and  the  IVudy  of  new  improvements,  they  would 
regard  as  fo  many  deviations  from  the  practice  of 
their  anceftors,  which  they  follow  with  the  utmoft 
reverence. 

Lead  and  iron  arc  the  only  metals  difcovered  in 
thefe  countries.  The  la;;ter  is  white  and  good,  though 
in  no  great  quantity  •,  it  being  dug  and  forced  by  the 
Kabyles  in  the  mountainous  diilridt  of  Boujeiah,  and 
brought  in  fhort  bars  to  the  market  of  Algiers.  It 
will  not  be  improper  to  relate  here  the  ftory  the  peo- 
ple tell  of  the  plough-fhares  of  Mahomet  bey  of 
Tunis.  This  perfon  had  the  misfortune  to  be  de- 
throned by  his  fubjefts ;  but  having  the  reputation 
of  being  acquainted  with  the  philofopher*s  ftone, 
Ibrahim  Hojiali,  dey  o^  Algiers,  engaged  to  reftore 
him  to  his  former  dignity,  upon  promife  of  being 
let  into  the  fecret.  1  he  affair  was  accordingly  agreed 
upon,  and  Mahomet  was  reitored  ;  when  to  fulfil  his 
promife,  he  fent  the  dey  of  Algiei's,  with  great  pomp 
and  ceremony,  a  number  of  mattocks  and  plough- 
Ihares :  thus  emblematically  inftruding  him,  that  the 
wealth  of  his  kingdom  was  to  arife  from  a  diligent 
attendance  upon  agriculture  and  hufbandry ;  and  that 
the  only  phiioiopher's  Itone  he  could  acquaint  him 
2  with. 
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with,  was  the  art  of  converting  a  good  crop  into 
gold. 

The  beafts  of  burden  in  this  country  are  camels,  a 
few  dromedaries  j  horfes,  which  of  late  years  have 
much  degenerated  in  this  country  •,  affes,  mules,  and 
a  creature  called  the  Kumrah,  a  little  ferviceable  beaft 
of  burden,  begot  between  an  afs  and  a  cow.  That 
which  I  faw  was  (ingle  hoofed  like  the  aCs,  but  diffe- 
rent from  it  in  every  other  refped,  having  a  flecker 
Ikin,  and  a  tail  and  head,  though  without  horns,  re- 
fembling  the  dam's. 

The  black  cattle  are  fmall,  flender,  and  afford  but 
little  milk.  Abdy  baffa,  the  late  dey  of  Algiers, 
and  all  his  minifters,  were  greatly  furprifed,  when 
admiral  Cavendifti,  a  few  years  ago,  told  him,  that 
he  had  a  Hampftiire  cow  aboard  the  Canterbury, 
then  in  the  road  of  Algiers,  that  gave  a  gallon  of 
milk  a  day,  which  is  zs  much  as  half  a  dozen  of  the 
bed  Barbary  cows  could  yield  in  the  fame  time :  be- 
fide,  the  Barbary  cattle  always  lofe  their  calves  and 
their  milk  together. 

The  fheep  and  goats  alfo  help  to  fupply  the  dairies, 
the  cheefe  being  chiefly  made  of  their  milk.  Inftead 
of  rennet,  they  in  fummer  make  ufe  of  the  flowers  of  the 
great  headed  thiftle,  or  wild  artichoak,  to  turn  the 
milk  i  putting  the  curds  thus  made  into  fmall  bafl^ets 
of  rulhes  or  palmetta,  and  afterward  binding  and  p:ef- 
fing  them.  Thefe  cheefes  are  ufually  of  the  fhape 
and  fize  of  a  penny  loaf.  Their  butter  is  neither  of 
fuch  fubftance,  nor  of  fo  rich  a  tafte  as  ours :  their 
only  method  of  making  it,  is  by  putting  their  cream 
into  a  goat's  fkin,  which  being  fufpended  from  one 
fide  of  the  tent  to  the  other,  and  preffed  to  and  fro 
in  one  uniform  direiStion,  foon  occafions  the  repara- 
tion of  the  butter  from  the  whey. 

The  (beep  here  are  of  two  forts  -,  one  of  them  com- 
riion  all  over  the  Levant,  as  well  as  in  the  kingdom 
of  Tunis,  is  diftinguiftied  by  its  having  a  large  broad 
,,.    .  '  '  tail, 
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tail,  which  conlifts  of  hard  folid  fat,  not  inferior  to 
marrow  j  bot  the  flelh  of  this  Ihcep  generally  taftes 
of  the  wool,  and  has  not  the  tender  fibres  of  the 
fmaller  tailed  (lictp.  Thofc  of  the  other  fpecies  are 
nearly  as  tali  as  our  fallow  deer,  and  excepting  the 
head,  are  not  much  different  in  ihape  *,  but  their  flefh 
is  dry^  and  their  fleeces  as  coarfe  and  hairy  as  die 
goats.  The  Arabs  feldom  kill  any  of  their  flocks ; 
tor  they  live  chicfiy  upon  the  milk  and  butter,  or 
upon  what  they  get  in  exchange  for  wool.  The  num- 
ber of  cattle  likewife  brought  to  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  villages,  is  alfo  very  inconfiderable,  when 
compared  with  the  yearly  breed  i  fo  that  the  ftock  of 
cattle  is  continually  encreafmg. 

Among  the  ravenous  beails  are  the  lion  and  the 
pdrither ;  but  the  tyger  is  not  a  native  of  this  pari  of 
Barbary.  Fire  is;  what  they  are  mod  afraid  of;  and 
yet,  notwithilanding  all  the  precautions  of  the  Arabs 
:a  this  rcfpeft;  together  with  the  barking  of  theif 
dogs  all  the  night  long,  thefe  revenous  beads  fre^ 
quently  out-braving  thefe  terrors,  will  leap  into  the 
midft  of  the  circle  inclofed  by  the  tents,  and  bring 
out  alive  with  them  a  ftiecp  or  a  goat.  If  thefe  rava- 
ges are  repeated,  the  Arabs  obferving  where  they 
enter,  dig  a  pit  and  cover  it  over  Qightly  with  reeds, 
Or  fmall  brancheis  of  trees,  frequently  catch  them, 
and  feed  on  their  flelh,  which  is  much  eftecmed,  it 
having  the  tafte  of  veal.  After  the  lion  and  panther 
the  dubbah  is  the  fierceft  of  the  wild  beafts  of  Bar- 
bary.  It  is  of  the  fize  of  a  wolf,  but  has  a  flatter 
body ;  it  naturally  limps  upon  its  hinder  right  leg, 
yet  is  tolerably  fwif:.  Its  neck  is  fo  ftiflr,  that  in 
looking  behind,  or  fnatching  obliquely  at  any  objedV, 
it  is  obliged  to  move  its  whole  body.  It  is  of  a  red- 
difti  buff,  or  dun  colour,  with  fome  tranfverfe  ftreaks 
of  a  dark  brown  :  it  has  a  mane  near  a  Ipan  long, 
and  the  feet,  which  are  well  armed  with  claws,  ferve 
to  dig  up  the  roots  of  plants,  and  ibii^etimes  the 
graves  of  the  dead. 
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The  faadh  is  fpottcd  like  the  leopard,  but  the  Ikin 
is  coarfer  and  of  a  deeper  colour,  and  the  animal  is 
not  of  fo  fierce  a  nature.  The  Arabs  imagine  it  be- 
got by  a  lion  ^on  a  leopardefs.  There  are  alfo  two 
other  animals  marked  like  the  leopard,  but  their 
fpots  are  generally  of  a  darker  colour^  and  the  fur 
iomewh at  longer  and  foften 

The  jackall,  and  an  animal  called  the  Black-eared 
Cat,  are  both  fuppofcd  to  find  out  prey  for  the  lion, 
and  are  therefore  each  called  the  lion's  provider-, 
though  it  may  be  much  doubted,  whether  there  be 
any  fuch  friendly  intercourfe  between  two  fuch  diffe- 
rent animals.  In  the  night-time,  indeed,  thefe,  with 
other  kinds,  are  prowling  in  fearch  of  prey ;  and  in 
the  morning,  they  have  often  been  feen  knawing 
fuch  carcaffes,  as  the  lion  is  fuppofed  to  have  fed 
upon  the  night  before.  This,  and  the  promifcuous 
noife  I  have  frequently  heard  the  jackall  at  leaft  make 
with  the  lion,  are  the  only  circumftances  1  am  ac- 
quainted with  in  favour  of  this  opinion.  The  lion  is 
fuppofed  to  feed  chiefly  on  the  wild  boar ;  but  that 
animal  fometimes  defends  itfelf  with  fuch  courage, 
that  the  carcafles  of  both  have  been  found  lying 
dead  together,  covered  with  blood,  and  dreadfully 
mangled. 

Be  fide  thefe,  and  fome  other  creatures  not  common 
in  other  places,  there  are  \n  Barbary,  bears,  apes, 
hares,  rabtwcs,  ferrets,  weefels,  moles,  porcupines, 
iind  foxes  -,  cameleons,  and  feveral  kinds  of  lizards. 
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By  Mr.  W I N  D  U  S,  a  Gentleman  in  the 

Retinue  of  Charles  Stewart,  Efq;  Ara- 

baflador  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 


pT^  H  E  kingdoms  of  Fez  and  Morocco,  which 
L  1  now  compofe  one  empire,  were  once  a  part  of 
the  antient  Mauritania,  and  are  fituated  on  the  moft- 
weftern  borders  of  Barbary.  They  are  bounded  on 
that  fide  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  on  the  eaft  by  the 
river Mulvya,  which  feparatcs  them  from  Algiers; 
on  the  north  by  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar  and  the 
Mediterranean  lea ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  river 
Sus,  vvhich  divides  Morocco  from  the  province  of 
Derha,  and  by  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Tafilet :  the  • 
[whole  empire  extending  from  28**  to  ^6^  north  lati- 
tude, and  from  4*^  to  11*^  weft  longitude  from  Lon-^ 
don.  Its  greateft  length,  in  a  diredt  line  from  north 
to  fouth,  is  above  500  miles,  but  in  breadth  it  docs 
I  not  much  exceed  260. 

Each  of  thcfe  kingdoms  ftill  retains  its  antient 
Inamc,  though  both  the  empire  and  the  emperors  arc 
fhiefly  called  by  that  of  Morocco,  which  is  the  moft 
|confiderable. 
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This  empire,  or  kingdom,  i-'s  thrown  into  three 
grand  divifions,  Fez,  Morocco  Proper,  and  Sus- 
befide  the  kingdom  of  Tafilet  and  the  large  province 
of  Gefula,  both  which  are  fubjeft  to  the  emperor. 

The  climate  is  almoft  every  where  hot,  and  much 
more  fo  to  the  fouth;,  yet  it  is  generally  healthier  than 
that  of  Algiers  or  Tunis,  it  being  pleafantly  diverfi- 
fied,  and  the  air  rendered  more  moderate  by  its  moun- 
tains and  plains^  and  cooled  by  fea-breezes  from  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  We  (hall  now  attend  to  Mr.  Windus.] 

The  honourable  Charlies  Stewart,  E%  bfeingfent 
to  treat  of  a  peace  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco, 
landed  in  the  bay  of  Tetuan  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1720,  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  j  when 
we  found  a  fufficient  number  of  tents  pitched  for  our 
conveniency,  and  among  them  a  fine  large  one,  which 
the  ambalTador  made  choice  oi'  to  cat  in  on  his  jour- 
ney. Our  firft  entertainment  was  in  this  tent,  where 
Hhey  brought  plenty  of  cufcufu,  fowls,  and  a  Iheep 
roafted  whole  upon  a  great  wooden  fpit,  which  they 
iet  upon  the  table,  fpit  and  all.  Between  three  and 
four  a'clock  the  bafla  cam.e  down,-  attended  by  about 
200  horfe  and  300  foot,  who  having  entered  the  camp 
firing  and  cavalcading,  threw  themfelves  into  the 
form  of  an  half- moon  before  ourtenty^  where  we  had 
the  diverfion  of  feeing  them  exercife  above  an  hour. 
This  they  performed  with  great  adivity ;  the  baffa 
and  his  brother  often  heading  parties  of  horfe,  who 
all  together  clapping  their  fpurs  to  their  horfes  fides, 
levelled  their  pieces  and  fired  at  each  other,  as  if 
they  were  attacking  an  enemy.  After  this  they  took 
their  fpears  and  fingled  out  each  other  to  tilt,  dexter- 
oufly  puting  by  the  thruft  of  the  fpear,  though  mad? 
at  their  backs,  while  their  horfes  were  on  fullfpecd. 
Mean  while  the  foot  kept  a  continual  irregular  firing, 
every  man  charging  his  piece,  and  firing  into  the 
ground  as  fall  as  he  could.  Their  drums  made  a 
warlike  found,  and  were  beaten  with  a  heavy  ftick 
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on  the  top,  and  a  fmall  one  at  the  bottom,  keeping 
jtime  to  a  pipe,  that  had  fomc  refemblance  to  a  fife^ 
4nd  founded  very  loud  and  (hrill.  The  cavalcade 
being  over,  the  bafla  welcomed  the  ambaflador  to 
Barbary,  and  invited  him  to  his  tent,  where  he  told  him 
that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  render  the  coun- 
try agreeable  to  him  :  that  he  liked  the  Engli(h  better 
than  any  other  (Chrij^an  nation  ;  and  iome  other  com- 
pliments having  pafled  between  them,  they  parted. 

The  next  morning  the  ambaflador  vilited  the  bafla 
at  his  tent,  who  having  renewed  his  compliments,  a 
row  of  fine  horfes  were  drawn  up,  which  made  a  noble 
appearance,  many  of  their  faddles  being  entirely  cover- 
ed with  plate  ;  the  bafla  then  politely  defired  the  am- 
baflador to  take  which  he  liked  beft :  which  having  done, 
{ach  of  us  chofe  for  ourfelves,  and  then  fet  forward. 

The  Moors  alraoft  all  the  way  to  Tetuan,  which 
is  about  fix  miles,  continued  firing  and  Cavalcading. 
On  ou;*  entering  the  town,  we  were  received  by  great 
crouds  of  people  Ihouting,  and  the  women  all  in 
whitej  and  muffled  up  fo  that  no  part  of  them  could 
be  fecn  but  their  eyes,  were  prefled  together  upon 
the  tops  of  the  houfes  as  thick  as  they  could  fl:and. 
The  bafla  drew  up  his  people  in  a  large  fquare  before 
his  houfe,  where  he  and  his  brothers,  finely  mounted, 
Ihewed  us  again  their  dexterity  at  the  fpear,  tilting, 
and  fometimes 'darting  their  lances  into  the  air  before 
them,  and  catching  them  again  with  their  horfes  on 
full  fpeed.  The  ambaflador  was  then  conduced  to 
the  houfe  allotted  for  him,  which  was  one  of  the 
beft  in  Tetuan,  and  a  fl:able  of  horfes  was  appointed 
for  his  ufe,  and  that  of  his  retinue. 

On  the  8th,  the  ambaflador  paid  a  vifit  to  the  baf^ 
fa,  who  received  him  in  an  outer  room,  built  long 
and  narrow,  like  moft:  of  the  rooms  in  Barbary. 
There  were  two  chairs  placed  oppbfne  to  each  other, 
in  which  the  ambaflador  and  baflfa  fat  down,  and 
talked  about  an  hour  and  a  half;  during  which, 
eight  or  ten^of  the  principal  Moors  in  the  town  fl:ood 
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behind  the  baffa.  The  conference  being  over,  we 
were  fhewn  the  bafia's  gardens  and  ftables. 

On  the  1 5th  we  dined  in  a  garden  which  the  baffa 
had  lately  planted  about  three  miles  from  Tetuan. 
It  is  fituated  in  a  pleafant  valley,  almoft  furrounded 
with  hills  and  mountains,  which  being  green  and 
woody,  afford  on  every  fide  a  molt  delightful  profpeft. 
A  ftream  runs  through  the  gariien,  which  with  great 
labour  was  conveyed  thither  from  an  adjacent  moun- 
tain. The  governor  of  Tetuan,  who  was  one  of  the 
bafla's  brothers,  came  jufl  after  dinner,  and  walking 
with  us,  was  fo  complaifant,  as  to  gather,  and  give 
us  the  bcft  fruit.  The  walks  are  feparated  by  cane- 
work,  and  there  is  a  handfome  arbour  of  the  fame 
materials,  in  which  is  a  bafon  fupplied  with  water 
from  the  above  ftream,  which  the  ambaffador  filkd 
with  punch  ;  but  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  he  per- 
Itiaded  the  governor  to  drink  two .  or  three  glaflfes. 
This  arbour  was  rendered  very  delightful  by  a 
great  number  of  carnatior  ,  growing  through  the 
cane-work,  and  in  at  the  v/indows.  The  gover- 
nor was  attended  by  his  mufic,  which  confided 
of  two  perfons  playing  on  fmall  infl:runiients,  after  the 
manner  of  violins .  one  had  a  piece  of  parchment 
drawn  tight  over  a  i'mall  hoop,  with  pieces  of  loofe 
tin  on  the  fides,  which  he  Ihook  with  one  hand,  while 
he  drummed  on  it  with  the  other  ;  and  another  pcr- 
fon  beat  rime  to  their  mufic,  by  ftriking  the  palms 
of  his  hands  together,  very  loud,  and  with  great 
dexterity.  This  part  of  the  country  abounds  with 
fine  oranges,  lemon5,  citrons,  grapes,  apricots, 
pomegranates,  melons,  figs  and  olives. 

On  the  20th  we  went  with  the  baflfa  to  hunt  the 
v.ild  boar,  in  the  mountains  between  Tetuan  and 
Ceuta,  when  we  killed  fix,  and  took  three  young  ones 
clive.  The  fpears  ufed  by  the  foot  are  not  above 
h.ilt  2s  large  as  thofe  carried  by  the  horfe  ;  they  are 
;i}ade  of  a  heavy  and  tough  wood,  with  the  blade 
about  half  a  yard  long,  and  very  thick,  to  prevent  their 
.  '  .  ■      break- 
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breaking.  A  great  number  cf  foot  went  with  us  thus 
armed,  who  getting  upon  the  hills,  by  their  Ihout- 
raifed  the  boars  iVom  the  woods  and  thickets. 


and  brought  them  in  view  for  the  chace.  If  one  ot 
thefe  men  is  attacked  by  a  boar,  he  does  not  (hew 
the  leaft  fign  of  fear  •,  but  putting  himfelf  in  as  firm 
a  pofture  as  he  can,  he  receives  the  boar  on  his  fpear, 
who  goars  himfelf  up  to  the  end  of  the  blade,  where 
an  iron  goes  acrofs  to  ftop  the  fpear  from  running 
through,  otherwife  the  boar  pre01ng  on,  would  reach 
the  man,  and  wound  him  with  his  tulks. 

Tetuan,  which  is  a  very  antient  city,  was  called 
by  the  Romans  Tetuanum,  and  gives  name  to  a  large 
province.  It  is  fituated  at  the  opening  of  the  ftrcights 
into  the  Mediterranean,  upon  the  afcent  of  a  rocky  hill 
between  two  high  mountains,  about  fix  miles  from 
the  fea ;  and  has  a  caftle  built  higher  on  the  hill,  that 
has  a  full  command  of  the  town.  Through  the  val- 
ky  runs  a  little  river,  navigable  for  fmall  vellels  as 
far  as  Marteen,  a  place  about  two  miles  from  the  bay, 
where  they  Ipad  arid  unload  their  goods. 

Tetuan  is  well  built,  but  the  ftreets  are  very  nar- 
row, and  there  are  harJly  any  windows  to  be  feen, 
except  little  holes  to  look  out  at ;  the  light  being  ad- 
mitted at  the  ipfide,  where  there  is  a  fquare  court 
open  at  the  top,  with  pillars  fupporting  galleries;  and 
painted  wooden  baluitrades.  t  he  houfes  are  but  two 
ttorics  high,  except  the  baifa's,  and  a  few  others  be- 
longing to  particirlar  men.  They  are  flat  at  the  top, 
lb  that  in  many  places  the  inhabitants  can  walk  a  great 
way  upon  them  ;  but  thofe  belonging  to  the  Chnltian 
merchants  have  battlemens,  to  keep  them  within 
the  bounds  of  their  own  houfes :  for  the  Mooriili 
women  live  in  the  upper  aparrmcnts.,  and  often  vifit 
one  another  from  the  tops  of  their  houfes.  They 
are  white  wafiied  on  the  outfide  as  well  as  within, 
which  renders  the  reflexion  of  the  ilin  fo  bright,  as 
to  be  painful  to  the  eyes,     riieir  walls  arc  noc  railed 
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by  laying  brick  or  (lone  even  upon  one  another  \  but 
they  make  a  ftrong  wooden  cafe,  into  which  they  call 
the  mortar,  and  beating  it  down  hard,  take  the  cafe 
away  when  it  is  dry. 

The  fhops  are  very  fmall,  and  have  no  doors  j  but 
the  matter  having  opened  the  fhutters,  jumps  in,  and 
fits  crofs-legged,  upon  a  place  railed  about  the  height 
of  a  counter.  Tl^e  goods  are  dilpofed  in  drawers 
round  about  him,  which  he  can  for  the  moft  part 
reach  without  moving  out  of  hi?  place ;  his  cuftorher^ 
ftanding  in  the  ftreet  while  they  are  ferved. 

The  town  is  populous  and  healthful ;  but  the  peo- 
ple are  poor,  and  poflcfs  nothing  but  at  the  pleafurq 
of  the  bafla  -,  who  gives  or  takes  away  houfes,  lands, 
or  whatever  he  pleafes,  TJierefore,  when  a  man  by 
his  diligence  and  induftry  has  acquired  wealth,  he 
endeavours  to  conceal  ir^  and  feem  poor  i  for  if  it 
(hould  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  bafla,  he  might 
throw  him  into  prifon,  and  (caufe  him  to  be  baftina- 
doed  to  make  him  difcover  all  his  treafures. 

The  people  are  of  a  Iwarthy  complexion,  inter- 
mixed with  a  race  of  well- looking  men,  fomewhaj 
fairer  than  the  reft :  they  are  generally  lufty,  ftrong- 
limbed,  adive,  laborious,  and  patieiit  of  labour  and 
fatigue,  enduring  with  furpriling  refdlution  the  heats 
of  fummer,  and  the  cold  rains  of  winter.  A  meffen- 
ger  will  go  from  Tetuan  to  Mequinez,  which  is  150 
miles,  for  a  Barbary  ducat-,  and  in  the  midft  of  a 
ftorm  of  rain,  he  will  onW  look  out  for  a  bufh  or 
high  ftone,  and  fitting  down  on  his  hams  with  his 
back  toward  it,  remain  in  that  poftiire  the  whole 
night :  or  if  the  weather  be  fair,  he  will  wrap  himfelf 
;n  his  deaths,  and  pals  the  night  upon  the  grafs.  It 
is  faid  that  the  moft  famous  footmen  of  the  country 
will  go  fixty  leagues  in  three  days.  They  fwim  the 
rivers  in  the  depth  of  winter,  if  not  deterred  by  the 
rapidity  of  the  current ;  and  for  a  journey  of  (even 
or  eight  days  carry  only  a  little  meal,  and  a  few  raifms 
or  figs  in  a  faiall  goat's  fl<in.  ,  ,        [^ 
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They  have  no  fettled  poft  in  the  country,  the  ordi? 
nary  way  of  fending  letters  being  by  thefc  footmen, 
jB^ho  are  nearly  as  expeditious  as  horfes.  Nor  have 
(hey  any  kind  of  wheel-carriage :  their  }ight  goods 
are  removed  from  place  to  place,  if  not  far,  upon 
horfes  -,  but  when  they  have  great  quantities  either  of 
corn,  wax,  hides,  or  phe  like,  and  ^o  far,  they  uie 
pamels. 

The  drefs  of  the  people  is  i>ot  ungraceful.  The 
men  wear  (hort  fhirts  with  very  broad  fleeves,  that 
fometimes  hang  down,  but  are  more  frequently  tuck- 
ed up  to  keep  them  cool.  They  have  linen  breeches 
tied  about  their  waifls  next  the  fkin.  They  go  bare 
legged,  but  wear  flippers  qf  red  or  yellow  leather, 
)ivithout  heels.  Oyer  their  fhirt  they  wear  a  clotl^ 
yeft,  or  waiflcoat,  yery  fliort,  and  made  to  (iC  clofe 
to  the  body ;  it  is  fattened  with  fmall  buttons  and 
loops  fet  clofe  together,  and  is  often  embroidered 
with  gold  or  filver  thread.  Round  the  waift  they 
wear  a  Icarf  of  filk  or^ftufF, .  in  which  they  flick 
large  knives,  with  the  handles  either  of  fomc  valu- 
able metal,  or  ivory  inlaid,  ^nd  the  flieaths  are  tipt 
with  filver.  Their  outer  garment  is  either  the  al- 
hague,  or  albornooce  i  the  former  js  a  piece  of  fine 
white  woollen  fluflT,  five  or  fi:;  yards  long,  and  about 
one  and  a  half  broad,  which  they  wrap  round  thenx 
above  and  below  their  arms.  This  drefs  refembles 
the  drapery  of  antique  figures :  the  albernooce  is 
either  made  of  cloth  or  woollen  fluff  napt,  and  fomc- 
what  refembles  a  fhort  cloak,  but  is  joined  a  little 
way  before  from  the  neck  downward,  having  two  or 
three  rows  of  fhort  flripes  worked  in  the  fluff,  and 
fringed  at  the  ends  for  ornament ;  the  bottom  and 
tides  are  edged  with  a  deep  fringe ;  and  behind  at 
the  neck  there  hangs  a  peaked  cowl,  with  a  taffel  at 
the  end,  which  they  can  cover  their  heads  with  to 
keep  off  the  weather.  On  their  heads,  which  they 
always  keep  fhaved,  they  wear  a  little  red  cap,  which 
they  make  into  a  turbant  by  rolling  muflin  about  it  ^ 

but 
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but  when  they  go  into  the  country,  they  wear  a 
handfome  cane- hat  to  keep  off  the  fun.  The  Al- 
caydes  have  a  broad  leather  belt,  embroidered  with 
gold,  to  hang  their  fcymitars  in,  which  they  wear 
over  their  (boulder. 

The  Moors  in  general  are  dreflcd  after  this  manner, 
without  any  other  difFerrnce  than  in  the  richnefs  and 
finenefs  of  the  iXuii"^ ;  only  the  upper  garment  of  the 
pooreft  fort  is  a  cbarfe  thick  woollen  cloth,  with  holes 
to  put  their  arms  through  inftead  of  flceves.  This 
reaches  to  their  knees,  and  hangs  loofe  about  their 
bodies.     '  ^'"^      •' 

When  the  women  go  abroad,  they  arc  drefled  al- 
moft  like  the  men,  their  upper  garment  being  an  al- 
hague,  with  whicii  they  cover  their  heads,  bringing 
it  down  over  their  foreheads  clofe  to  their  eyes  -,  and 
underneath  they  tie  a  piece  of  white  cloth,  to  hide  the 
lower  part  of  the  face  :  the  alhague  covers  all  but 
their  legs,  which,  when  they  are  at  home,  or  vifu 
from  the  tops  of  their  houfes,  are  generally  naked  j 
only  fome  of  fliperior  rank  have  their  drawers  fo  long, 
that  they  reach  to  their  feet,  and  hang  in  great  loofe 
folds  about  their  legs.  They  wear  the  fame  kind  of 
flippers  as  the  men.'  Within  doors  they  have  only  a 
fincile  binder  about  their  foreheads,  and  their  hair 
hangs  behind  in  two  large  plaits  at  full  length.  At 
home  they  alfo  wear  a  veft,  open  from  the  bofom  to 
the  waill,  to  fhew  their  embroidered  fmocks  •,  and 
they  faften  large  pieces  of  muflin  to  the  fleeves  of 
their  vefts,  which  hang  down  very  low  in  the  nature 
of  ruffles :  over  their  drawers  they  wear  a  (hort  pet- 
ticoat-, befide  they  have  bracelets  on  their  arms  and 
legs,  and  large  ear-rings  in  their  ears. 

The  women  have  fine  eyes,  and  fome  of  them  very 
beautiful  fkins,  which  we  had  fdmetimes  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obferving  j  for  though  a  man  may  live  a 
year  in  Tetuan  without  feeing  the  face  of  a  Moorifli 
woman  in  the  ftrects,  yet  when  we  met  them  in  the 
fielch,  or  (aw  them  on  the  houfe-tops,  if  none  of  the 
-'-'■^        ^  Moors 
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Moors  were  in  fight,  they  would  unveil,  and  laugh, 
^ill  the  appearance  of  qne  obliged  them  to  hide  theii* 
faces  again. 

When  any  of  the  Moors  have  a  mind  %o  entertain 
their  neighbours,  the  \yomen  go  to  the  top  of  the 
houfe,  and  continue  their  till  the  guefts  are  gone. 
Their  general  entertainrnent  con  fills  of  cufcufu,  which 
is  thus  made  :  they  put  fine  flour  into  a  large  flat  pan, 
and  fprinkling  it  with  water,  roll  it  up  into  fiiiall 
b^lls  i  thefe  are  put  into  a  kind  of  cullender  that 
ferves  for  the  cover  of  a  por,  where  meat  and  fowl^ 
are  a  ftewing,  fo  that  it  receives  the  heat  and  fteam  : 
when  it  is  enough,  they  pour  ftrong  broth  into  it, 
and  putting  the  meat  and  fowls  at  top,  ferye  it  up. 
They  fit  crofs-legged  on  the  floor,  putting  their  diflies 
upon  a  large  piece  of  greafy  leather,  that  ferves  both 
for  table  and  table-cloth.  Their  dillies  are  either  of 
pewter  or  earthenware,  wide  at  the  top  and  narrow 
at  the  bottom,  fom^'what  like  a  high  crowned  hat 
turned  with  the  crown  downward.  While  they  eat, 
^  fervant  ftands  by  with  a  great  bowl  of  water  in  one 
liand,  and  f.  narrow  long  piece  of  blue  linen  in  the 
pthcr,  to  wipe  their  rigtit  hands,  with  which  they 
pull  the  vi(5luals  to  pieces,  which  are  generally  ftewed 
to  rags.  They  neVer  ufe  the  left  hand  in  eating ; 
becaufe  that  is  always  ufcd  on  neceflary  occafions. 
They  eat  without  fpcaking,  and  after  their  mi-als 
drink  water,  their  religion  forbidding  them  wine  and 
all  other  intoxicating  liquors,  except  cyder  ;  yet  molt 
pf  them  will  get  drunk  with  ftrong  liquors  of  any 
kind,  if  they  can  get  it.  They  arc  lb  fond  of  butter- 
milk, which  is  their  chief  deferr,  that  when  they 
would  fpeak  of  the  extraordinary  fweetnefs  of  any 
thing,  they  compare  it  to  that.  A  large  black  pit- 
cher of  it  is  generally  brought  in,  with  a  wooden 
ladle,  which  is  prefented  to  the  moft  conliderable 
perfon»  and  from  him  it  paftes  round  the  company 
ievcral  times.  ■  ^  ,    . 
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Their  butter,  which  is  bad,  is  made  of  all  die 
milk  as  it  comes  from  the  cow,  by  p'ltting  it  into  a 
^in,  and  (haicing  it,  till  the  butter  feparates  from  it. 
They  bury  it  in  the  ground  to  make  it  keep,  and  do 
not  diflikc  it  when  it  is  three  or  four  years  old.  They 
alfo  wrap  up  the  cawls,  fuet  and  fat  of  cows,  fheep 
gnd  goats,  in  greai:  rolls,  which  in  winter  are  fold  to 
the  poor  inftead  of  butter,  Their  bread  is  however 
extreamly  good  and  cheap, 

'While  in  their  houfes  they  are  always  fitting  on 
fnats,  or  lying-,  and  if  they  go  out  on  foot,  it  is 
never  farther  than  to  make  a  vifit,  unlefs  their  bufi- 
nefs  re(|uires  it :  but  they  daily  fpepd  Bve  or  fix  hours 
fitting  on  their  hams  before  their  doors,  thinking  it 
moft  ridiculous  to  walk  up  and  down  a  room.  Why, 
fay  they,  ihould  a  man  move  from  one  end  of  the 
room  to  the  other,  without  apparent  caufef  Can  he 
not  ^s  well  ilay  in  the  place  tie  is  in,  as  go  to  diQ 
other  end,  meerly  in  order  to  came  back  again  ? 

On  the  1 3th  of  June  we  began  our  journey  to  Mc- 
quinez,  and  on  the  i8th,  coming  within  two  miles 
pf  Alcaflar,  we  were  met  by  the  governor  of  Tan- 
gier, who  came  toward  us  with  a  fpear  carried  upr 
right  by  a  flave  at  his  horfe's  head.  After  he  had 
welcomed  the  ambaflador,  we  were  conduced  to- 
ward the  town  with  a  number  of  lufty  Moors  tilting 
before  us ;  the  drums  were  beating,  ftrange  forts  of 
mufic  playing,  and  great  crouds  of  people  preflTing 
to  clofe  upon  us,  that  they  could  not  be  kept  off  by 
the  blows  of  our  guards,  till  we  came  to  the  tents 
that  were  pitched  clpfe  to  the  walls  of  Alcaflar, 

On  the  left  of  the  road,  almoft  all  the  way  from 
Tetuan  to  Alcaflar,  runs  a  ridge  of  very  high  moun- 
tains, called  by  the  Moors,  The  Mountains  of  Ha- 
bib ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  cannot  be  reduced  to 
the  fame  degree  of  fubjedipn  as  the  reft  of  the  coun- 
try :  yet,  upon  civil  treatment,  bring  the  bafla  a  con- 
tribution 5  but  when  ufed  ill,  revenue  themfelves  by 
':\      ■   .    . .       -  ,;r'  infeft- 
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infeding  the  roads,  and  robbing  and  dedroylng  tra- 
Tellers,  retiring,  when  they  fee  occafion,  to  their  re- 
treats in  the  mountains^  where  it  would  be  difficulc 
to  hurt  them  :  whence  the  bafla  rather  chufes  to  take 
peaceably  what  they  voluntarily  fend  him,  than  to 
enrage  them  by  attempting  violent  meafures. 

AlcafTar  was  once  an  important  city^  anc^  the  feat 
of  the  governor  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  it 
is  now  fallen  to  decay,  fo  that  of  fifteen  mofques, 
there  arc  only  two  in  which  fcrvice  is  performed- 
Here  are  a  great  number  of  ftorks,  which  live  very 
familiarly  with  the  people,  walking  about  the  town, 
and  poiTefTing  the  tops  of  the  mofques  and  the  houfes ; 
but  though  they  arc  efteemcd  facred  birds,  they  are 
not  free  enough  to  enter  in  and  (helter  themfelves 
from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  therefore  fome  of  them 
drop  down  dead  every  day. 

On  the  26th  we  left  Alcaflar,  and  proceeding  on 
our  journey,  on  the  firft  of  July  palTed  by  the  ruins 
of  a  very  antient  and  noble  ftone  building,  called  by 
the  natives  Pharaoh's  Caftle.  Thefe  ruins  are  fituated 
on  a  hill  of  an  eafy  afcenc,  about  140  miles  fouth  of 
Tetuan,  and  16  north-eaft  of  Mequinez.  One  of 
the  buildings  feems  part  of  a  triumphal  arch. 

The  country  we  had  hitherto  pafled  is  very  plea- 
fant  and  fertile  5  the  plains,  in  many  places,  abound- 
ing in  corn  and  cattle,  the  hills  and  mountains  yield- 
ing plenty  of  olives  •,  though  a  great  part  lies  wafte 
and  uncultivated,  not  fo  much  from  the  want  of  a 
fufficient  number  of  inhabitants,  as  from  the  opprcf- 
fions  of  the  government. 

Oh  the  3d  we  entered  the  city  of  Mequinez,  a 
litde  before  the  fun  arofe,  to  avoid  the  prodigious 
croud  we  Ihould  have  met  with  had  the  day  been 
much  farther  advanced  ;  by  which  means  we  got  to 
our  houfe  with  very  little  interruption. 

On  the  6th,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  the  em- 
peror fent  an  Alcayde  with  a  guard  to  conduft  the 
ambaflador  to  him.   We  paflVd  through  the  Itreets  in 
6  the 
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the  following  order :  firft  there  were  two  ferje^nts  on 
horfeback,  followed  by  our  mliftc,  which  played  all 
the  way ;  then  cam6  the  ambaflfador,  with  his  livery- 
men on  each  fide  •,  and  after  him  the  gentlemen  of 
the  retinue,  followed  by  feveral  fervints  on  horfeback. 
The  alcayde  who  commanded  the  guard,  would  not 
fuffer  the  Moors,  out  of  the  emperor's  fervice,  to 
comie  near  us ;  the  guards  therefore  laid  on  unmerci- 
fully, and  fometimes  knbcked  the  people  down. 

We  difmounted  at  the  outward  gate  of  the  palace; 
and  piaffing  through  three  or  four  large  court  yards, 
fat  down  under  fome  piazzas  for  about  half  an  hour. 
Then  word  being  brought  that  the  emperor  was  come 
out,  we  were  led  into  a  fpacious  palace,  where  we 
faw  him  mounted  with  an  umbrella  held  over  his 
head :  his  courtiers  flood  bare- footed  on  each  fide,  iri 
the  habit  of  flaves,  and  behind  him  his  guards  were 
drawn  up  in  the  figure  of  an  half-moon.  We  march- 
ed toward  the  emperor  with  our  mufic  playing,  till 
we  came  within  about  eighty  yards  of  him  -,  when  the 
old  monarch  alighting  from  his  horfc,  proftrated  him- 
fclf  on  the  earth  to  pray,  and  continued  fome  minutes 
with  his  face  fo  cloie  to  the  earth,  that  when  we  came 
up  to  him,  the  duft  remained  upon  his  nofe.  When 
fie  had  done  he  indantly  mounted,  and  took  a  lance 
in  his  hand. 

The  ambaflador  and  we  bowed  as  we  approached 
the  emperor,  when  nodding  his  head,  he  cried  feve^ 
ral  times  bono^  and  bade  the  ambaifador  be  covered ; 
with  which  he  complied,  and  at  the  fame  time  de- 
livered his  majefty*s  letter,  tied  up  in  a  filk  handker- 
chief, into  the  emperor's  hand,  obfervjng,  that  he 
was  come  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  his  mailer, 
to  fettle  peace,  friendfhip,  and  a  good  underftanding^ 
between  the  two  crowns :  and  that  he  had  brought 
him  a  prefent,  which  he  hoped  he  would  accept. 
The  emperor  replied,  he  (hould  have  every  thing  he 
came  for,  bccaufe  he  loved  the  Englifii  •,  and  that 
fuch  of  the  Moors  whom  the  ambaflador  had  brought 
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over  with  him,  as  were  able,  fhould  pay  their  ranfoni, 
and  thofe  who  were  not,  the  bafla  of  Tetuan  fhoukl 
pay  for :  but  recoUeding  himlelf,  he  added,  the  Eng- 
lilh  make  no  flaves  nor  fell  any.  Upon  which  the 
ambaffador  told  him,  he  hoped  he  would  have  the 
fame  regard  for  the  king  his  matter's  fubjeds,  and 
admit  them  to  return  home  into  their  own  country  ; 
a  charity  becoming  fo  potent  a  monarch.  Soon  after 
the  emperor  fpeaking  to  the  bafla  of  Tetuan,  the  lat- 
ter proftrated  himfelf  on  the  earth,  kifled  it,  and  arif- 
ing,  went  up  to  the  emperor,  and  kifled  his  foot : 
which  they  all  do  very  often  when  he  talks  to  them, 
and  then  retire  backward  into  their  places  again. 

The  emperor  was  mounted  on  a  black  horfe.  His 
negroes  fanned  and  beat  the  flies  from  the  horfe  with 
doths ;  and  the  umbrella  was  conftantly  kept  twirling 
over  his  head  to  produce  a  little  wind,  the  man  that 
carried  it  alfo  taking  care  to  move  as  his  horfe  did, 
that  no  fun  might  come  upon  the  emperor.  His  diefs 
differed  little  from  that  of  his  baflfas  :  but  the  handle 
of  his  fcymitar  was  of  gold,  and  fet  with  large  eme- 
ralds ;  and  his  faddle  was  covered  with  fcarlet  cloth 
embroidered  with  gold,  with  one  pifl:ol  in  a  cloth 
cafe,  on  the  left  fide. 

On  our  leaving  the  emperor,  which  we  did  by  go- 
ing backward  a  good  way,  we  were  condudted  by  iiis 
naajefty's  order  to  fee  the  palace.  We  were  firft  led 
into  a  large  fquare  building,  with  piazzas  all  round: 
this  was  the  queen  of  the  Xeriph's  apartment.  The 
arches  were  wrought  with  plailler  fret- work  in  flowers, 
and  fupported  by  neat  Itone  pillars :  the  bottom  and 
fide,  for  about  five  feet  high,  were  chequered  with 
tiles  of  fcveral  colours,  as  were  all  the  apartments, 
walks,  pafllages,  and  underneath  the  arches,  which 
gave  a  beautiful  air  of  neatnefs  to  the  buildings. 
From  thence  we  were  led  into  a  magazine  near  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  long,  and  not  abcve  thirty  feet  broad  > 
in  which  were  hung  up  great  quantities  of  urms  in 
cafes. 
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We  were  then  carried  into  another  large  and  fpacU 
ous  building,  with  piazzas  all  round,  like  the  for- 
mcr,  where  lived  two  of  thfc  emperor's  wives,  much 
tfteemisd  by  him. 

From  thencej  pafllng  thfough  fome  neat  lono 
walks  and  paflages  of  chequer- work,  we  canne  to  arw 
other  building,  that  had  a  large  gardeh  in  the  middle, 
planted  round  with  tall  cyprefs  trees :  the  garden  is 
funk  60  or  70  feet  below  the  foundation  of  the  build- 
ing, over  which  runs  a  terrafs  walk,  from  One  fide 
to  the  othfcr,  about  half  i  mile  longj  and  15  on  5 
feet  broad,  all  the  way  (haded  at  the  top  with  vines 
and  other  greensj  fupporteid  by  ftrong  and  well  made 
wood  worki  In  this  walk  was  a  chariot  that  went 
with  fprings^  and  a  fmall  calafh,  in  which,  we  were 
told,  the  emperor  was  fometimes  drawn  by  women 
and  eunuchs. 

We  pafled  through  feveral  other  fquares  and  long 
buildings,  now  and  then  feeing  the  Chriftians  upon 
the  top  of  high  walls,  beating  down  the  mortar  with 
heavy  pieces  of  wood,  fomething  like  thofe  ufed  by 
our  paviours  in  driving  down  the  ftones ;  thefe  they 
all  raife  together,  and  keep  time  in  their  ftrokes. 

After  we  had  been  about  three  hours  in  viewing 
the  palace,  we  were  again  condudted  to  the  emperor, 
who  was  on  horfeback  viewing  a  magazine  of  lances 
and  other  arms.  At  the  approach  of  the  ambafTador, 
he  afked  him  how  he  liked  his  palace  ?  the  ambafTa- 
dor faid  it  was  one  of  the  nobleft  on  the  face  of  the 
earth;  at  which  the  emperor  faid.  Thank  God. 
Some  Englilh  boys  then  falling  proftrate,  and  giving 
him  the  ufual  lalutation,  God  blefs  thy  power;  the 
emperor  aflced  of  what  nation  they  were,  and  being 
told  they  were  Ehglilh,  he  bid  them  go  home  with 
the  ambafTador,  and  fee  him  to  bed :  upon  which  the 
ambafTador  returned  the  emperor  thanks,  and  took 
his  leave. 

At  night  one  of  the  queens  fent  Ibme  provJfions 
drefTed  in  the  palace,  and  fruit,  defiring  to  know  how 
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the  anibafiador  did,  and  widiing  him  a  good  night. 
The  yiduals  were  high  feafoned,  and  itewed  with 
roots  and  fpiccs. 

The  next  day  we  were  fent  for  again  to  fee  the  pa- 
lace, where  arriving  about  nine  o'clock,  we  were  firlt 
ihewn  fome  large  rooms  full  of  men  and  boys  mak- 
ing faddles,  ftocks  for  guns,  fcabbards  for  fcymitars, 
and  other  things.  From  thence  we  pafll'd  through 
feveral  large  neat  buildings,  and  at  length  entered 
the  moft  inward  and  beautiful  part  of  the  palace, 
which  has  a  garden  in  the  middle,  planted  round 
with  cyprefs  and  other  trees.  All  the  columns  of  this 
building,  which  is  of  a  vaft  length,  are  of  marble,  and 
faid  to  be  antient  Roman  pillars,  tranfported  thither 
from  Sallee  :  the  arches  and  doors  of  the  apartments 
are  finely  adorned. 

Here  one  of  the  queens  fent  us  a  collation  of  dates, 
grapes,  melons,  almonds,  raifms,  figs,  and  fweet- 
meats.  The  fruit  was  very  welcome,  for  walking 
had  made  us  dry  j  we  therefore  fat  down  under  a  pi- 
azza, in:'  ".re  attended  by  the  maids  of  the  palace, 
whole  jc  >  iins  received  no  fmall  embeilifhmenc 
from  the  mining  bracelets  and  filver  trinkets  they  wore 
in  great  plenty  on  their  arms  and  legs,  with  gold 
chains  about  their  necks,  monftrous  large  car-rings, 
and  other  African  ornaments :  we  were  all  the  while 
obferved  by  the  emperor's  women,  though  we  did 
not  know  it  till  afterward. 

This  regale  being  ended,  we  parted  from  our  black 
attendants,  and  were  conduced  to  another  neat  re- 
gular building,  with  piazzas  all  round.  The  area 
was  all  chequer-work,  and  in  the  middle  was  a  row 
of  marble  bafons  at  certain  diftances,  with  little  chan- 
nels cut  in  (tone,  conveying  the  water  from  or.c  10  the 
other.  Here  is  a  magazine  and  treafury.  We  after- 
ward vifited  the  infide  of  an  apartment  where  one  of 
the  queens  formerly  lived  ;  we  faw  allb  the  baths  and 
lome  beautiful  cobahs  belonging  to  that  ap;irrnient. 
From  thence  wc  were  led  through  levered  ouier  build- 
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ings,  cbnfifting  for  the  moft  part  of  oblong  fquafes, 
with  piazzas^  under  which  the  doors  enter  into  the 
lodgings,  which  are  generally  ground  rooms.  The 
doors  of  each  building  are  all  of  one  fize  and  form, 
finely  inlaid,  and  fotirtc  of  them  gilt.  In  one  of  thcfe 
fquares  was  a  fountain  with  channels  of  marble,  that 
formed  a  very  neat  and  pretty  labyrinth.  We  after- 
ward vifited  fome  other  ftately  cobahs,  which  are  lofty 
and  magnificent  rooms,  each  covered  with  a  dome 
painted  of  a  fky  colour,  adorned  with  ftars,  and  a 
golden  fun  in  the  middle,  of  curious  workmanfhip. 

This  palace  is  about  four  miles  in  circumference, 
and  is  almoft  fquare.  It  (lands  on  even  ground,  and 
has  no  hill  near  it.  The  buildings  are  of  rich  mortar, 
without  cither  brick  or  (lone,  except  for  pillars  and 
arches  -,  and  the  mortar  fo  well  wrougnt,  that  the 
walls  are  like  one  entire  piece  of  terrafe.  The  whole 
building  is  exceeding  maffy,  the  outer  wall  being  25 
feet  thick.  Going  to  take  a  diftant  profpedl:  of  this 
ilru6ture,  we  pafled  through  a  large  field,  where,  on 
each  fide  of  the  path,  were  great  numbers  of  rats  of 
a  prodigious  fize,  which  burrowed  in  the  earth  like 
rabbits ;  and  ran  about  fo  thick,  that  the  ground  was 
almoft  covered  by  them  :  they  kt  us  come  within  eight 
or  ten  yards  of  them  before  they  would  go  into  their 
holes;  and  having  pafled  them  they  again  ap- 
peared above  ground,  fo  that  both  before  and  behind 
us  there  were  vaft  multitudes  of  them.  At  the  end 
of  this  field,  which  is  of  great  extent,  is  a  garden  of 
pomegranates  planted  in  a  valley,  over  which  the 
emperor  has  built  a  ftrong  bridge,  that  reaches  from 
the  top  of  one  hill  to  the  other,  for  the  more  com- 
modious pafllng  over  them. 

On  the  2  2d  of  July  the  ambaffador  had  his  fecond 
audience,  when  the  emperor  had  ordered  al'  the  Esg- 
li(h  captives  to  be  drawn  up  in  his  palace.  Wewcn^ 
with  the  mufic  playing,  as  before,  and  ^und  the  em- 
peror fitting  under  a  piazza ;  but  mounting  his  horfc, 
and  after  the  firft  compliments,  waving  his  hand  to 
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the  captives,  he  bade  them  go  home  with  the  ambaf- 
fador  into  their  own  country:  upon  this  they  all 
fell  proftrate,  crying,  "  God  blels  thy  power,"  and 
were  going  out  of  his  prefence  ;  when  the  emperor 
caufing  them  to  ftay,  added,  that  he  loved  the  am- 
baflador  and  all  the  Englilh,  becaufe  he  knew  they 
loved  him  and  his  houfe,  and  that  there  fhould  not 
be  an  Engiilhman  a  flave  in  his  empire.  Then  wav- 
ing his  hand  again  to  the  captives,  they  went  away ; 
and  the  ambaffador  returned  the  emperor  thanks  for 
the  honour  he  had  done  him.  After  fome  other  com- 
pliments, that  prince  turning  his  horfe,  galloped 
away. 

On  the  25th  the  ambaffador  went  to  vifit  Muley 
Ally,  one  of  the  emperor's  fons,  who  received  him 
king  on  a  filk  carpet,  wrought  with  gold  in  large 
flowers.  He  had  two  black  boys  fanning  him,  one 
of  them  dreft  in  a  veil  of  black  and  white  flowered 
velvet,  the  other  in  yellow  fpeckled  with  black. 
The  prince's  garment  was  c^  rich  cloth  of  gold. 
They  brought  us  chairs,  and  we  fat  down  for  fome 
time,  the  ambaffador  talking  to  the  prince  by  one  of 
our  captives,  who  refted  himfelf  on  his  hands  and 
knees  at  the  threlhold  of  the  door,  and  when  he  Ipoke 
to  the  prince,  proftrated  himfelf  almoft  clofe  to  the 
ground.  We  were  then  led  up  flairs,  and  entertain- 
ed with  wine  and  mufic  till  dinner,  which  confifled 
of  above  twenty  large  difhes,  dreffed  in  fevecal 
ways. 

Mequinez  is  fituated  in  a  delightful  plain,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  leagues  from  the  city  of 
Fez,  and  was  an  inconliderable  place  before  the  em- 
peror chofe  to  buiici  his  palace  there,  which  has  ren- 
dered it  the  metropolis  of  a  large  empire. 

In  the  midft  of  the  city  live  the  Jews,  who  have  a 
place  to  themfelves,  the  gates  of  which  are  locked 
at  night.  They  have  an  alcayde  to  proteA  them 
trom  being  plundered  by  the  common  people  -,  for 
« it  is  death  for  them  to  curfe,  or  lift  up  a  hand 
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againft  the  mcancft  Moor ;  the  very  boys  kick  theiti 
about  at  their  picafure,  againft  which  ihcy  have  no 
other  remedy  but  running  away. 

Clofe  to  Mequinez,  on  the  north-weft  fidt,  and 
only  divided  from  it  by  a  road,  ftands  a  large  negroc 
town,  that  takes  up  as  much  ground  is  the  city  j  but 
the  houfes  are  neither  (o  high,  nor  fo  well  built.  Its 
inhabitants  are  blacks  or  tawnies,  out  of  whom  the 
emperor  recruits  the  foldiers  for  his  court. 

The  emperor  who  treated  us  with  fuch  civiliry,  was 
named  Mulcy  Abdallah;  he  was  87  years  of  age, 
about  50  of  which  he  had  fpent  on  the  throne.  But 
though  his  behaviour  to  us  was  obliging,  yet  he 
might  juftly  be  termed  a  monfter  in  the  human  form, 
and  one  of  the  moft  bloody  tyrants  that  ever  plagued 
tnankind ;  for  his  life  was  one  continued  fcene  of  cx- 
aftions,  murders,  and  the  moft  horrid  acfts  of  cruelt)-, 
daily  exerciled  on  his  flaves,  and  his  miferable  fub- 
jeftsi  Yet  this  wretch  was  efteemed  a  faint :  he  was 
continually  proftrating  himfelf  on  the  earth,  to  offer 
up  his  petitions  to  Mahomet  5  and  perpetually  exef- 
ciHng  wanton  adts  of  inhumanity.  By  his  four  wives, 
and  the  many  thoufand  women  he  has  had  in  his 
feraglio  during  his  long  reign,  he  is  faid  to  have  had 
700  fons  able  to  mount  a  horfe;  but  the  number  of 
his  daughters  is  not  known. 

It  is  a  thouland  pities  that  fo  firie  a  country  Ihould 
be  fubjed  to  a  government,  that  in  the  moft  effeftual 
manner  difcourages  induftry  and  improvement :  for 
the  climate  is  delightful,  though  too  hot,  and  the 
foil  extreamly  fertile  •,  producing  every  thing  that  can 
w  contribute  to  ufe  and  pleafure,  even  bjyond  imagina- 
tioni  nature  in  a  great  meafure  fupplying  the  defici-l 
,cncy  of  their  indultry.  They  imitate  the  Spaniards 
in  their  manner  cf  tilling  the  ground,  which  produces  | 
great  quantities  of  wheat,  barley,  peafe,  beans,  hemp,  I 
and  flax  •,  and  they  reap  three  times  between  May  and 
September.  Would  the  government  but  countenance  | 

induftry,  or  at  kaft  allow  the  people  to  enjoy 
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peace  the  fruit  of  their  labour,  the  land  would  be 
capable  of  prpducing  a  hundred  times  as  much  as  is 
now  confumed  in  the  country ;  for  it  is  faid,  that  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  lan4  is  not  cultivated. 

The  chief  commodities  exported  from  thence  are 
tin,  copper,  hides,  vfool,  cordovans,  dates,  honey, 
wax,  raifins,  olives,  almonds,  gum-arabic,  gum-fan- 
dric,  elephants  teeth,  oftrich  feathers,  indigo,  and  fine 
mats. 

Fez  is  the  center  of  the  trade  of  this  empire,  and 
from  thence  the  caravans  go  to  Mecca  and  Medina, 
carry  goods  into  the  Ealt  i  and  fronri  thence  large  ca- 
ravans let  out  every  year  to  Guinea. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  a  little  before  fun-fet,  we  left 
Mcquinez,  with  the  articles  of  peace  figned  by  the 
emperor,  and  travelling  the  ^-"Tie  road  we  came,  ar- 
rived at  Tetuan  on  tjie  12th  of  Augafl:.  Some  of 
our  captives  died  there,  and  upon  the  road  ;  and  one 
was  drowned  in  the  river  Alcaflar.  We  embarked 
with  296  of  thefe  captives,  who  were  all  that  were 
left  alive,  and  had  not  turned  Moors.  From  them 
we  learned,  that  at  our  coming  to  Mequinez  there 
were  reckoned  to  be  1 100  Chriltian  flaves  in  the  kino-- 
dom,  about  300  of  whom  were  Englifh,  without 
reckoning  19  who  had  embraced  the  Mahometan  re- 
ligion j  there  were  400  Spaniards,  165  Portuguefe, 
152  French,  69  Dutch,  25  Genoefe,  and  3  Greeks : 
but  fome  of  all  thefe  different  nations  had  been  in- 
duced to  change  their  religion,  and  thereby  loit  all 
hope  of  being  redeemed. 
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TRAVEL^ 

Into  the  Inland  Parts  of 

AFRICA, 

BY 

FRANCIS     MOORE. 

T  LEFT  England,  fays  Mr.  Moore,  in  July  1730, 
■*•  on  being  appointed  a  writer  in  thfe  fervice  of  the 
Royal  African  company,  and  oh  the  9th  of  Noveni- 
ber  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  th6  Gambia. 
As  we  failed  up  that  river  near  the  fhore,  the  country 
appeared  very  beautiful,  being  for  the  moll  part 
woody  i  and  between  the  woods  were  pleafant  green 
rice  grounds,  which  after  the  rice  is  cut,  are  (locked 
with  cattle.  On  the  iiih  we  landed  at  James's  Ifland, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  that  is 
here  at  leatl  {t\t^  miles  broad.  This  iQand  lies  about 
ten  leagues  from  the  river's  mouth,  and  is  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference.  Upon 
it  is  a  fquare  (lone  fort  regularly  built,  with  four  baf- 
tions ;  and  upon  each  are  feven  guns  well  mounted, 
that  command  the  river  all  round  :  befide,  under  the 
walls  of  the  fort  facing  the  fea,  are  two  round  bat- 
teries, on  each  of  which  are  four  large  cannon  well 
mounted,  that  carry  ball  of  24  pounds  weight,  and 
between  thefe  are  nine  fmall  guns  mounted  fof 
falutes.  *  .i 

Befide  the  fort,  there  are  feveral  factories  up  the 

river,  fettled  for  the  convenience  of  trade  •,  but  they 

are  all  under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and  chief 

merchants  of  the  fort.    For  this  purpofe  thecom- 
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pany  have  here  three  or  four  floops  of  about  30  tons 
each,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  long-boats  % 
ibme  of  which  are  conftantly  employed  in  fetching 
provifions  and  water  from  the  main  for  the  ufe  of  the 
garrifon,  and  the  reft  are  employed  in  carrying  goods 
up  to  the  faftories,  and  bringing  fiom  them  llaves, 
elephants  teeth,  and  wax. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  fupped  upon  oyfters  that 
grew  upon  trees  :  this  being  fomewhat  remarkable, 
it  may  be  thought  worthy  01  an  explanation.  Down 
the  river,  where  the  water  is  fait,  and  near  the  fea, 
the  river  is  bounded  with  trees  called  Mangroves ; 
whofe  leaves  being  long  and  heavy,  weigh  the  boughs 
into  the  water :  to  tnefe  leaves  the  young  oyfttrrs 
fallen  in  great  quantities,  where  they  grow  till  they 
arc  very  large,  and  then  you  cannot  feparate  them 
from  the  tree,  bjut  are  obliged  to  cut  off  the  boughs 
with  the  oyfters  hanging  on  jhem,  refemjbling  ropes 
of  onions. 

On  the  2 2d  of  February,  one  of  the  kings  of  Fo- 
nia  came  to  the  fort,  and  on  his  landing  was  ialuted 
with  five  guns.  He  came  to  fee  the  governor,  or 
rather  to  aik  for  fome  powder  and  ball,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  defend  himfelf  againft  fome  people 
with  whom  he  was  at  war :  he  was  a  young  man, 
yery  blaclf ,  tall,  and  well  kt ',  was  dreffed  in  a  pair  of 
ihort  yellow  cotton- cloth  breeches,  and  wore  on  his 
back  a  garment  of  the  fame  clpth,  made  lifec  a  fur* 
plice :  he  had  on  his  head  a  very  large  cap,  to  whicl> 
was  faftened  part  of  a  goat's  tail,  which  is  a  cuftomary 
ornament  with  the  great  men  of  this  river-,  but  he 
had  no  ftioes  nor  ftockings.  He  and  his  retinue  came 
in  a  large  canoe,  holding  about  16  people,  all  arme4 
with  guns  and  cutlaffes.  With  him  came  two  or 
three  women,  and  the  fame  number  of  Mundingo 
drums,  which  are  about  a  yard  long,  and  a  foot  or 
twenty  inches  diameter  at  the  top,  but  lefs  at  the 
bottom  i  made  out  of  a  folid  piece  of  vvood,  and 
^vfred  at  the  wideft  end  with  the  fkin  of  a  kid. 
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They  beat  upon  them  with  the  left  hand,  ufmg  only. 
one  drutn-ftick  •,  and  the  women  will  dance  very 
brifkly  to  tlic  found.  They  ftaid  at  the  fort  all  nlLht; 
and  then  returned  jiome,  having  nine  guns  fired  at 
their  going  off. 

''  It  may  be  here  proper  to  obferve,  that  there  arc 
many  dilFercnt  kingdoms  on  the  banks  of  the  Gam- 
bia, inhabited  by  Sveral  races  of  people,  as  "Mun- 
dingoes,  Jolloiffs,  Pholeys,  Floops,  and  Portuguefe. 
The  moft  numerous  are  called  Mundingoes,  as  is 
likewife  the  country  they  inhabit :  thefe  are  generally 
of  a  black  colour,  and  well  fet.  When  this  country 
was  conquered  by  the  Portuguefe,  about  the  year 
1420,  fome  of  that  nation  fettled  in  it,  who  have  co- 
habited with  thefe  Mundingoes,  till  they  are  now 
very  near  as  black  as  they  :  but  as  they  ftill  retain 
a  fort  of  baftard  Portuguefe  language,  called  Creole, 
and  as  they  chriften  and  marry  by  the  help  of  a  prieft 
annually  fent  thither  from  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape 
de  Verde  iflands,  they  ftill  efteem  themfelves  Portu- 
guefe Chriftians,  as  much  as  if  they  were  aftually 
natives  of  Portugal ;  and  nothing  angers  them  more 
than  to  call  them  Negroes,  that  being  a  term  they 
ule  only  for  flaves. 

On  the  north-fide  of  the  river  Gambia,  and  from 
thence  in-land,  are  a  people  called  Jolloiffs,  whofe 
country  extends  even  to  the  river  Senegal.  Thefe 
people  are  much  blacker,  and  handfcmer  than 
the  Mundingoes  ;  for  they  have  not  the  broad  nofes 
and  thick  lips  peculiar  to  the  Mundingoes  and 
Floops. 

In  every  kingdom  and  country  on  each  fide  of  the 
river  are  people  of  a  tawney  colour,  called  Pholeys, 
who  refcmble  the  Arabs,  whofe  language  moll  of 
them  fpeak  •,  for  it  is  taught  in  their  fchools  ;  and  the 
koran,  which  is  alfo  their  law,  is  in  that  language. 
'J  hey  are  more  generally  learned  in  the  Arabic,  than 
the  people  of  Europe  are  in  Latin  -,  for  they  can  moil 
t>f  .them  fpeak  it,  though  they  have  a  vulgar  tongue 
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called  Pholey.  They  live  in  hords  or  clans,  build 
town^,  and  are  not  fubjefl:  to  any  of  the  kings  of 
the  country,  though  they  live  in  their  territories  -,  for 
if  they  are  ufed  ill  in  one  nation,  they  break  up  their 
towns,  and  remove  to  another.  They  have  chiefs  of 
their  own,  who  rule  with  fuch  moderation,  that  every 
aft  of  government  feems  rather  an  aft  of  the  people 
than  of  one  man.  This  form  of  government  is  eafily 
adminiltered,  becaufe  the  people  are  of  a  good  and 
quiet  difpofition,  and  lb  well  inftrufted  in  what  is 
jud  and  right,  that  a  man,  who  does  ill,  is  the  abo- 
mination of  all. 

In  thefe  countries  the  natives  are  not  avaricious  of 
lands ;  they  defire  no  more  than  what  they  ule,  and 
as  they  do  not  plough  with  horfes  or  cattle,  they  can 
ufe  but  very  little. 

The  natives  make  no  breads  but  thicken  liquids 
with  the  flour  of  the  diftcrtnt  grains.  1  he;  maize 
they  moftly  ufe  when  grt-en,  parching  it  in  the  ear, 
when  it  eats  like  green  peas.  I'heir  rice  they  boil  in 
the  fame  manner  as  is  pra6lifed  by  the  Turks  i  and 
make  flour  of  the  Guinea  corn  and  manfaroke,  as 
they  alio  fometimes  do  of  tlie  two  former  fpecies,  by 
beadng  it  in  wooden  mortars.  The  natives  never 
bke  cakes  or  bread  for  themfelves,  but  thofe  of 
their  women  who  live  among  the  iiuropcuis  learn  to 
do  both. 

The  Pholey  are  the  greatcfl  pLmters  in  the  country, 
though  they  are  (Iran gers  in  it.  They  are  very  in- 
duftrious  and  frugal,  and  raife  much  more  corn  and 
cotton  than  ihcy  confume,  which  they  fell  at  reafon- 
able  rates  ;  and  are  fo  remarkable  for  their  hofpitality, 
that  the  natives  elleem  it  a  blefiing  to  ha-c  a  Pholey 
town  in  their  neighbourhood :  befide,  their  behaviour 
has  gained  them  fuch  reputation,  that  it  is  efteemed 
infamous  for  any  one  to  treat  them  in  an  inhofpitable 
manner. 

The  moft  general  language  ufed  in  thefe  countries 
is  die  Mundingo ;    and  whoever  can  fpeak  it,  may 
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travel  from  the  river's  mouth  up  to  the  country  of  thj 
Jcncoes,  or  the  merchants  -,  a  people  fo  called,  from 
their  annually  buying  a  great  number  of  flaves  there 
and  bringing  them  down  to  the  lower  parts  of  the 
river,  to  iell  them  to  the  Europeans ;  though  I  btlicvc 
their  country  cannot  be  lefs  than  fix  weeks  journey 
from  James's  Fort. 

The  next  language  moftly  ufed  here  is  called  the 
Creole  Portuguefe;  though  I  believe  it  would  be 
fcarce  underftood  at  Lilbon :  it  is,  however,  fooncr 
learnt  by  Englifhmen,  than  any  other  language  ufed 
on  the  banks  of  this  river,  and  is  always  fpoken  by 
the  linguifts  or  interpreters  j  and  ihefc  two  1  learnc 
yhilll  in  the  river. 

The  Arabic  is  not  only  fpoken  by  the  Pholcys,  but 
by  moft  of  the  Mahometans  in  the  river,  though 
they  arc  Mundingoes  ;  and  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe 
who  can  write  that  language  are  not  only  very  ftrid: 
at  their  devotions  three  or  four  times  a  day ;  but  arc 
remarkably  fober  and  abftcmious  in  their  manner  of 
livii.g. 

Oh  the  4th  of  April  I  went  to  Gillyfree,  which  is 
a  large  town,  a  little  below  James's  fort,  inhabited 
by  Portuguefe,  Mundingoes,  and  lome  Mahometans, 
who  have  here  a  pretty  little  mofque.  The  Englifli 
company  have  a  fadtory  here,  pleafantly  fuuated, 
facing  the  fort,  and  alfo  fome  gardens  that  fupply 
the  fort  with  greens  and  fruit. 

A  native  here  took  me  to  his  houfe,  and  (hewed  me 
a  great  number  of  arrows,  daubed  over  with  a  black 
mixture,  faid  to  be  fo  venomous,  that  if  the  arrov/did 
but  draw  blood  it  would  be  mortal,  unlefs  the  perfoa 
who  made  the  mixture  had  a  mind  to  cure  it  \  for 
the  man  obferved,  that  there  were  no  poifonous 
herbs,  whofe  effefts  might  not  be  prevented  by  the 
application  of  other  herbs. 

On  the  nth,  came  down  the  river  a  veflel  com- 
manded by  captain  Pyke,  a  feparate  trader,  from 
Joar,  loaded  with  flaves,  J^mong  whom  was  a  perfon 
■  ■    "        ■  '  'of 
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of  an  elegant  figure,  named  Job  Ben  Solomon,  who 
was  of  the  Pholey  race,  and  (on  to  the  high  pried  of 
Bundo,  in  Foota,  a  place  about  ten  days  journey 
iTX)m  Giliyfrcc.  This  pcrfon  was  travelling  on  the 
jbuth  fide  of  the  Gambia,  ivith  a  fervant,  and  about 
20  or  30  head  of  cattle,  which  induced  the  king  of  a 
country  a  little  within  the  land,  to  feize  not  only  the 
cattle,  but  Job  and  his  man,  both  of  whom  he  fold 
for  flaves  to  captain  Pyke.  The  Pholeys,  his  humane 
countrymen,  would  have  redeemed  him ;  but  they 
hsd  the  morti6cation  to  find  that  he  was  carried  out 
of  the  river  before  they  had  notice  of  his  being  a 
(lave  i  and  captain  Pyke  failed  with  him  to  Maryland. 
Job,  who  was  a  pcrfoq  of  extraordinary  abilities,  and 
diftinguifhed  merit,  was  not  To  unhappy  as  he  l:ad 
reafun  to  exped :  but  his  adventures  will  be  hereafter 
related,  when  I  fhall  have  occalion  to  mention  Lis 
return  to  this  country. 

On  the  2gth,  the  governor  and  I  fet  out  for  Vintain, 
where  we  arrived  in  three  hours,  though  it  lies  about 
fik  leigiics  from  Jamcs*s  fort.  On  our  coming  f  • 
the  town,  the  AJcalde,  and  all  the  principal  inha- 
bitants came  to  welcome  us  ♦,  and  foon  after  came  the 
prince,  in  whofe  dominions  the  town  is  lituated. 

The  inhabitants  are  not  very  curious  in  their  fur- 
niture i  for  the  tnoft  that  any  of  them  have  is  a  fmall 
cheft  for  cloaths,"  a  matt  raifed  upon  polls  from  the 
ground,  to  lie  on  j  a  jar  to  hold  water,  a  callabafh  to 
drink  it  with ;  tw0  or  three  wooden  mortars,  in  which 
they  pound  their  corn  and  rice ;  a  balket  which  they 
ufe  as  a  Ticve,  and  two  or  three  large  ■  v*abafhes, 
6ut  of  which  they  eat  with  their  hands  inftead  of 
fpoons.  '  They  are  not  very  careful  of  laying  up  ftore 
againft  a  time  of  fcarcity  •,  but  chu<^!  rather  to  fcU 
what  they  can,  as  upon  occafion  liicy  can  faft  two  or 
three  days  without  eating  •,  but  then  they  are  always 
fmoakmg  tobacco,  which  is  of  their  own  growth. 

Here  are  camcleons,  and  great  numbers  of  croco-' 
dilcs,  which  the  natives  kill  ar^d  cat:  they  admire 
•      '    •  •'  '  V'     -  •   •  both 
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l>oth  them  and  their  eggs,  which  I  have  frequently 
feen  them  eat,  when  they  had  young  ones  in  thetn 
as  long  as  my  finger.  1  his  is  one  of  their  niceft 
^ifhes. 

-  Whilft  I  was  here,  I  faw  an  ollrich,  with  a  man 
riding  upon  its  back,  who  was  going  down  to  the 
fort  J  it  being  a  prefcnt  to  the  governor,  from  one  of 
pur  fa6lors,  who  bought  it  at  Fatatenda. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Joar,  the  king  of  Barfally 
came  thither,  attended  by  three  of  his  brothers,  above 
100  horfemen,  and  as  many  foot ;  and  though  he  had 
a  houfe  of  hi^  own  in  the  town,  he  infifled  on  lying 
at  the  fadory.     Mr.  Roberts,   Mr.   Harrifon,  who 
were  fadtors,  and  1,  were  all  the  Englilh  there.    The 
king  immediately  took  pofleflion  of  Mr.  Roberts's 
bed^   and  then  having  drank  brandy   till  he  was 
drunk,  ordered  Mr.  Roberts  to  be  held,  while  he 
himfelf  took  out  of  his  pocket  the  keys  of  the  ftore- 
houfe,  into  which  he  and  feveral  of  his  people  went, 
an4  took  what  they  pleafed  :  he  fearched  chiefly  for 
brandy;    of  which  there  happened  to  be  but  one 
anchor :  he  took  that,  and  havitig  drank  till  he  was 
dead  drunk,  was  put  to  bed.     This  anchor  lafted 
him  three  days  -,  and  it  was  no  fopner  empty,  than  he 
went  all  over  the  houfe  to  feek  for  more.     At  laft  he 
entered  a  room,  in  which   Mr.  Harrifon  lay  fick, 
and  feeing  there  a  cafe  that  contained  fix  gallons  and 
^  half,  that  belonged  to  him  and  me,  he  ordered  Mr. 
parrifon  to  get  out  of  bed  and  open  it :  he,  however, 
told  him  with  great  gravity,    that  there  was  nothing 
in  it  but  fome  of  the  company's  papers ;  and  that  it 
muft  not  be  opened ;  but  the  king  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  liquor  cafes  to  be  fo  eafily  deceived ; 
and  therefore  ordered  fome  of  his  men  to  hold  Mr. 
Harrifon  in  bed,  while  he  himfelf  took  the  key  out 
of  his  breeches  pocket.     He  then  opened  the  ched, 
took  out  all  the  liquor,  and  was  not  fober  while  it 
lafted  :  but  he  often  fent  for  Mr.  Harrifon  and  me  to 
drink  with  him.    At  length  it  being  all  drank,  he 
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talked  of  going  home;  on  which  his  people,  and 
even  his  chief  minifters,  who  were  his  general,  and 
the  keeper  of  his  ftorcsi  amufed  themfelves  with 
taking  whatever  they  liked,  and  had  the  afllirance  to 
open  even  chefts  and  boxes.  This  we  could  not  help, 
for  what  refiftance  could  three  men  make  againft  200  ? 
What  they  took  amounted  to  20 1.  fterling. 

Sometimes  the  king  would  ride  abroad,  and  take 
moft  of  his  attendants  with  him :  but  when  he  was 
gone  we  were  plagued  with  the  company  of  two  of 
his  brothers,  who  were,  if  pofTible,  worfe  than  his 
majefty.  Once  during  his  abfence*  Boomcy  Haman 
Benda,  one  of  thefe  princes,  laid  hold  of  a  mug  of 
water,  and  pretending  to  drink,  took  a  mouthful, 
and  then  fctting  the  mug  on  the  table,  fpurted  the 
water  in  my  face.  Upon  which,  confidering  that  if 
I  fuffered  fuch  infolence  to  pafs  unrefented,  it  would 
render  me  liable  to  be  continually  infulted,  I  took 
the  remainder  of  the  water,  and  threw  it  into  his 
breeches.  Upon  this  he  pulled  out  his  knife,  and 
endeavoured  to  ilab  mc,  but  w.is  prevented  by  his 
favourite  attendant,  who  held  his  arm,  and  foon  after 
reprefented  to  him  the  unhandlbme  manner  in  which 
he  had  treated  me,  and  the  provocation  I  had  received 
to  wet  him.  This  made  him  lb  afliamed,  that  com- 
ing up  to  me,  he  hid  himlclf  down  on  the  floor  with- 
out his  garment,  took  my  foot,  and  placed  it  on  his 
neck,  and  there  lay  till  I  defined  him  to  rife :  after 
which,  no  man  appeared  more  my  friend,  nor  Ihewed 
greater  willingneis  to  oblige  me. 

This  king,  as  well  as  all  his  attendants,  are  of  the 
Mahometan  religion,  notwithdanding  thtir  being 
luch  drunkards  ;  and  this  monller,  when  he  is  fober, 
even  prays.  His  people,  as  well  as  himfelf,  always 
wear  white  cloaths  and  white  caps  -,  and  as  they  are 
exceeding  black,  this  drefs  makes  them  looic  very 
well. 

This  tyrant  is  i  M,  and  fo  pafnonare,  t'lat  when  any 
of  liis  men  affront  him,  he  makes  no  Ici  uplc  of  Ihoot- 


3i«        MOORE'S  TRAVELS  into 

ing  them ;  and  fometimcs  when  he  goes  aboard  a 
company's  floop  at  Cohone,  where  he  ufually  refidcs, 
he  inhumanly  Ihews  his  dexterity  by  Ihooting  at  the 
canoes  that  pafs  by,  frequently  killing  one  or  two 
men  in  a  day.  He  has  many  wives,  but  never  brings 
above  two  or  three  abroad  at  a  time  with  him. 
Among  his  brothers,  there  are  fome  to  whom  he 
feldom  fpeaks,  or  permits  to  come  into  his  company  -, 
and  when  they  obtain  his-  favour,  they  pull  off  their 
caps  and"  garments,  and  throw  duft  upon  their  heads, 
as  all  except  white  men  do,  who  come  into  the  king's 
-prefence. 

The  dominions  of  this  prince  are  very  extenfive, 
and  are  divided  into  feveral  provinces,  over  which  he 
appoints  governors,  called  boomeys,  who  annually 
come  to  pay  him  homage. 

At  length  the  king  and  his  guards,  to  our  great 
joy,  left  the  fadtory,  in  order  to  return  to  Cohone  •, 
but  they  firft  ftript  Mr.  Roberts's  chamber,  and  took 
away  his  cloaths  and  books,  which  lad  they  offered 
to  fell  to  a  Mahometan  prieft  -,  but  he  being  a  friend 
to  Mr.  Roberts,  told  them,  he  believed  they  were 
books  in  which  he  kept  the  account  of  his  goods,  and 
that  to  take  them  away  would  inevitably  ruin  him : 
upon  which  they  gave  him  leave  to  return  them. 

However,  five  months  after,  the  king  of  Barfally 
paid  us  another  vifit,  and  flaying  about  a  week, 
during  which  he  behaved  much  in  the  fame  manner  as 
before,  he  and  his  attendants  again  left  us ;  but  fome 
of  them  firit  broke  open  my  bureau,  and  took  out 
things  to  a  confiderable  value;  and  the  fame  fate 
attended  Mr.  Roberts :  befide  which  they  took  a 
great  quantity  of  the  company's  goods. 

In  the  interval  which  pafled  between  thefe  two 
Tifits,  I  had  been  made  faftor,  and  had  received 
orders  to  take  charge  of  the  fadtory  of  Joar :  but  I 
was  unwilling  to  accept  of  this  office,  as  that  fadlory 
was  liable  to  lb  many  infults  from  a  drunken  monarch, 
void  of  every  principle  of  juftice,  and  deftitute  of  the 
6  feeling 
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feeling  of  humanity.  I  therefore  took  an  inventory 
of  the  goods  the  company  had  there,  in  January  1 732, 
and  taking  a  letter  to  the  governor  from  Mr.  Roberts, 
my  collegue,  returned  to  James's  fort. 

In  March  I  returned  to  my  fa(Story :  but  Mr.  Hugh 
Hamilton  being  fent  up  the  river  to  fettle  a  fadory 
at  Fatatenda,  I  was  permitted  to  accompany  him ; 
and  accordingly  on  the  9th  of  Apri'  ^ve  left  Joar, 
and  proceeded  in  a  floop  up  the  Gambv,.  The  next 
day  we  arrived  at  Yanimarew,  which  is  the  pleafantefl: 
port  in  the  whole  river,  the  country  being  delight- 
fully (haded  with  palm  and  palmetto  trees.  The 
company  have  here  a  fmall  houfe,  with  a  black  fadlor, 
to  purchafe  corn  for  the  ufe  of  the  fort. 

On  my  arrival  at  Nackway,  the  natives  welcomed 
me  with  the  mufic  of  the  balafeu,  whichy  at  about 
100  yards  diftance,  founds  fomething  like  a  fmall 
organ.  It  is  compofed  of  about  20  pipes  of  very  hard 
wood  finely  polilhed ;  which  diminifli  by  little  and 
little,  both  in  length  and  breadth,  and  are  tied  to- 
gether by  thongs  of  '^cry  fine  leather.  Thefe  thongs 
are  twifted  about  fmall  round  wands,  put  between 
the  pipes  to  keep  them  at  a  diftance ;  and  underneath 
the  pipes  are  fattened  12  or  14  callabafhes  of  different 
fizes.  This  inftrument  they  play  upon  with  two 
fticks,  covered  with  a  thin  (kin  taken  from  the  trunk 
of  the  palmetto  tree,  or  with  fine  leather,  to  make 
the  found  lefs  harfh.  Both  men  and  women  dance  to 
this  mufic,  which  they  much  admire,  and  are  highly 
delighted  to  have  a  white  man  dance  with  them. 

Having  finifl^ed  my  bufinefs  here,  I  returned  to 
Yamyamacunda  -,  and  having  continued  there  about 
three  months,  proceeded  dill  farther  up  the  river  to 
Fatatenda.  The  Gambia  is  there  as  wide  as  the 
Thames  at  London-Bridge,  and  feemed  very>  de^p ; 
but  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  the  tide  in  the  dry 
feafon  rifes  three  or  four  feet,  though  that  place  is 
600  miles  from  the  river*s  mouth. 

On 
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V  !'  On  the  20th  of  November  in  the  evening  was  i 
total  cclipfe  of  the  moon  j  and  the  Mundingoes  told 
me,  the  darknefs  was  occafioned  by  a  cat's  putting 
her  paw  between  the  moon  and  the  earth.  The  Ma- 
hometans in  this  country  were  finging  and  dancing 
the  whole  time,  bccaufe  they  expefi  their  prophet  to 
come  in  an  eclipfe. 

I  ftaycd  at  Yamyamacunda,  till  the  5th  of  May, 
1734*,  and  was  employed  in  the  company's  fervice 
in  different  parts  of  the  river  till  the  13th  of  July  fol- 
lowing, when  I  was  defired  to  come  down  to  James's 
Fort :  I  was  there  on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  when  the 
Dolphin  fnow  arrived^  with  four  writers,  and  Job 
Ben  Solomon,' on  board.  We  have  already  mention- 
ed his  being  robbed  and  carried  to  Joar,  where  he 
was  fold  to  captain  Pyke,  by  whom  he  was  carried  to 
Maryland.  Job  was  there  fold  to  a  planter,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  about  a  twelvemonth,  in  all  which 
time  he  had  the  happinefs  not  to  be  (truck  by  his 
mafter,  and  had  then  the  good  fortune  to  have  a  letter 
of  his  own  writing  in  the  Arabic  tongue  conveyed  to 
England.  This  letter  coming  to  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Oglethorp,  he  fent  it  to  Oxford  to  be  tranflated; 
which  bemg  done,  it  gave  him  fuch  fatisfadtion,  and 
infpired  him  with  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  author, 
that  he  immediately  fent  orders  to  have  him  bought 
of  his  mafter.  This  happened  a  little  before  that 
gentleman's  fetting  out  for  Georgia ;  and  before  his 
return  from  thence.  Job  arrived  in  England  •,  where 
being  brought  to  the  acquaintance  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 
he  v/as  found  to  be  a  perfe(fl  mafter  of  the  Arabic 
tongue,  by  his  tranQating  feveral  manulbripts  and  in- 
fcriptions  on  medals.  That  learned  antiquary  recom- 
mended him  to  the  duke  of  Montague,  who  being 
pleafed  with  his  genius  and  capacity,  the  agreeable- 
nefs  of  his  behaviour,  and  the  Ivveetnefs  of  his  tem- 
per, introduced  him  to  court  •,  where  he  was  gracioully 
received  by  the  royal  family  and  moft  of  the  nobility, 
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who  honoured  him  with  many  marks  of  favour.  The 
African  company  and  the  chief  merchants  of  the  city 
ftrove  who  fhouid  ofteneft  invite  him  to  their  tables. 
His  good  fenfe  engaged  their  efteem  *,  he  freely  dif- 
courfcd  on  every  fubjeift,  and  attended  the  churches 
of  the  mod  celebrated  divines.  When  he  had  been  * 
in  England  about  14  months,  his  ardent  defire  to  fee 
his  native  country  made  him  prefs  for  his  departure. 
He  had  wrote  from  England  to  the  high  prieft  his 
father,  and  earneftly  longed  to  fee  him.  Upon  his 
fetting  out  from  England,  he  received  many  noble 
prefents  from  queen  Caroline,  prince  William,  the 
duke  of  MontagUe,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  feveral 
ladies  of  quality,  Mr.  Holden,  and  the  royal  African; 
company  •,  and  the  latter  ordei'ed  all  tlieir  agents  to 
Ihcw  him  the  greateft  refpeft. 

On  his  arrival  at  James's  FoVt,-  Job  defired  that  I 
would  fend  a  meflenger  to  his  country  to  let  his 
friends  know  whel-e  he  was.  I  fpoke  to  one  of  th^ 
blacks  whom:  he  ufually  employed,  to  procure  me 
a  meflenger,  and  he  brought  me  a  Pholey,  who  not 
only  knew  the  high  prieft  his  father,  but  Job  himfelf^ 
and  expreflfed  great  joy  at  feeing  him  fafely  returned 
from  flavcry ;  he  being  the  only  man,  except  one, 
ever  known  to  come  back  to  his  country,  after  being 
once  carrifeif  a  flave  out  of  it  by  white  mem  Job  gave 
him  the  meffage  hinafelf,  and  defired  that  his  father 
would  not  come  down  to  him,  obferving  that  k  was 
too  far  for  ham  to  travel ;  and  that  it  was  fit  the  youns 
Ihould  go  to  the  old,  and  not  for  the  old  ta  come  to 
the  young.  He  aJfo  fent  fome  prefents  to  his  wives ; 
and  defired  the  man  to  bring  his  little  one,  who  was 
his  heft  beloved,  down  with^  him. 

Job  having  a  mind  to  go  up  to  Joar,  to  talk  wirFr 
feme  of  his  countrymen,  went  along  with  me.  Wc 
arrived  at  the  creek  of  Damafenfa ;  and  having  fome 
old  acquaintances  at  the  town  of  that  nams.  Job  and 
I  went  in  the  yawl :  in  the  way  going  up  a  narrow 
place  for  about  half  a  mile,  we  iliw  I'cveral  monkeys 
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of  a  beautiful  blue  and  red,  which  the  natives  told 
me  never  fet  their  feet  on  the  ground,  but  live  en- 
tirely among  the  trees,  leaping  from  one  to  another 
at  fuch  grejt  diftances,  as  would  appear  improbable 
to  any  but  an  eye-witnefs. 

In  the  evening  as  my  friend  Job  and  I  wetefittine 
under  a  great  tree  at  Damafenfa,  there  came  fix  or 
feven  of  the  very  people,  who,  three  years  before,  had 
robbed  and  made  a  flave  of  him,  at  about  30  miles 
didance  from  that  place.  Job,  though  naturally  pol". 
fefled  of  a  very  even  temper,  could  not  contain  him- 
ftlf  on  feeing  them  :  he  was  filled  with  rage  and  in- 
dignation, and  was  for  attacking  them  with  his  broad 
fword  and  pidols,  which  he  always  took  care  to  have 
about  him.  I  had  much  ado  to  difluade  him  from 
rufliing  upon  them  :  but  at  length  reprcfcnting  the 
ill  conlequences  that  would  infallibly  attend  fo  ralh 
an  adtion,  and  the  impoflibility  that  either  of  us 
fhoulu  cfcape  aiivc,  I  made  him  lay  afide  the  attempt, 
anil  perfuading  him  to  fit  down,  and  pretending  not 
to  know  them,  to  aflc  them  queftions  about  himfclf  j 
wliich  he  accordingly  did  -,  and  they  told  him  the 
truth.  At  lad  he  enquired  how  the  king  their  mafter 
did  ?  they  replied,  that  he  was  dead  ;  and  by  farther 
inquiry  we  found  that  amongll  the  goods  for  which 
he  fold  Job  to  captain  Pyke  there  was  a  piftol,  which 
the  king  ufed  commonly  to  wear  flung  by  a  firing 
about  his  neck  •,  and  as  they  never  carry  arms  without 
their  being  loaded,  the  piftol  one  day  accidentally 
went  off,  and  the  balls  lodging  in  his  throat,  he  prc- 
fently  died.  Job  was  fo  tranfported  at  the  clofc  of 
this  itory,  tiuit  he  immediately  fell  on  his  knees,  iir.d 
recurncd  thanks  to  Mahomet  for  making  him  die  by 
the  very  goods  for  which  he  fold  him  into  flavcry. 
1  hen  returning  to  mc,  he  cried,  "  You  fee  now,  Mr. 
Mooie,  that  God  Almighty  was  difpleafed  at  this 
m.m's  making  me  a  flave,  and  therefore  made  him 
die  by  the  very  piliol  for  whivh  he  fold  me:  yet  I 
cughi;  to  forgive  him,  b.cnufe  had  not  I  been  fold, 
*   ^  .  I  IhouiJ 
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I  (hould  neither  have  known  any  thing  of  the  Englifli 
tongue,  nor  have  had  any  of  the  fine,  ufeful,  and 
valuable  things,  I  have  brought  with  me  •,  nor  have 
known  that  there  is  fuch  a  place  in  the  world  as  Eng- 
land i  nor  fuch  noble,  good,  and  generous  people  as 
queen  Caroline,  prince  William,  the  duke  of  Mon- 
tague, the  earl  of  Pembroke,  Mr.  Holdcn,  Mr. 
Oglethorpe,  and  the  royal  African  company." 

After  this  Job  went  frequently  with  me  to  Cower, 
and  feveral  other  places  about  the  country.  He  al- 
ways fpoke  very  handlbmely  of  the  Engliflr,  and 
what  he  faid  removed  much  of  that  horror  the  Pho- 
leys  felt  for  the  (late  of  fl.ivery  amongft  them.  For 
they  before  generally  imagined,  that  ail  who  were 
fold  for  flaves,  were  at  lead  murdered,  if  not  eaten, 
fince  none  ever  returned.  His  dtfcriptions  alfo  gave 
them  an  high  opinion  of  the  power  of  England,  and  a 
veneration  for  the  Englifli,  who  traded  amongll  them. 
He  fold  fome  of  the  prcfents  he  brought  with  him  for 
trading  goods,  with  which  he  bought  a  woman  flave, 
and  two  horfes,  which  he  defigned  to  take  with  him 
to  Bundo.  He  gave  his  countrymen  a  <JOod  deal  of 
writing  paper,  a  very  valuable  commodity  amongit 
them,  for  the  company  had  made  him  a  prefent  of 
feveral  reams.  He  tifed  frequently  to  pray ;  and  he 
behaved  with  great  affability  and  mildnels  to  all,  which 
rendered  him  extreamly  papular. 

The  melfenger  not  returning  To  foon  as  w.is  expect- 
ed, Job  defired  to  go  down  to  James's  Fort,  to  take 
care  of  his  goods  j  and  I  promifed  not  only  to  lend 
him  word  when  the  meflfenger  came  back,  but  to 
fend  other  meflcngers,  for  fear  the  lirll  ihould  have 
mifcaviied.  »      ^    * 

At  length  the  mcficngcr  returned  with  feveral  let- 
ters, and  advice  that  Job's  father  was  dead  ;  but  had 
lived  to  receive  the  letters  his  ion  had  lent  him  from 
l:^ngland,  which  gave  him  the  weicoine  news  of  his 
being  redeemed  tVom  flavery,  and  an  account  of  the 
figure  he  made  in  England  :  that  one  of  Job's  wives 
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was  married  to  another  man ;  but  that  as  foon  as  the 
new  htifband  had  heard  of  his  return,  he  thought  it 
advifcable'  to  abfcond  •,  and  that  fincc  Job's  abitncc 
from  his  native  country,  there  had  been  fuch  a  dread- 
ful war,  that  the  Pholeys  there  had  not  one  cow  lefr, 
though  before  Job's  departure  his  countrymen  were 
famed  for  their  numerous  herds.  With  this  meffen- 
ger  came  many  of  Job's  old  friends,  whom  he  was 
exceeding  glad  to  fee  ;  but  notwithftanding  the  joy 
their  prel'cttce  gave  him,  he  (hed  abundance  of  tears 
for  the  lofs  of  his  father,  and  the  misfortunes  of  his 
country.  He  forgave  his  wife,  and  the  man  who  had 
taken  her  •,  "  For  Mr.  Moore,  faid  he,  (he  could  not  help 
thinking  I  was  dead  -,  for  1  was  gone  to  a  land  from 
whence  no  Pholey  ever  yet  returned  •,  therefore  nci- 
ther  (he  nor  the  man  is  to  be  blamed."  During  three 
or  four  days  he  converfed  with  his  friends  without 
any  interruption  except  to  fleep  or  eat. 

As  I  have  brought  this  account  almo{t  to  the  time 
of  my  leaving  this  country,  it  will  be  nece(rary  to  give 
a  more  particular  defcription  of  it,  with  refped  to  the 
climate,  the  gerveral  culloms  of  the  natives,  and  the 
trade  carried  on  there. 

As  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
13"  20'  north,  and  in  15"  20'  weft  longitude,  there 
is  no  wonder  that  the  climate  is  exceflive  hot ;  but 
the  greatefl  heats  are  generally  about  the  latter  end 
of  May,  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  before  the  rainy 
fcafon  begins.  The  fun  is  perpendicular  twice  in  the 
year,  and  the  days  are  never  longer  from  fun-rifing  to 
lun-fet  than  ijj  hours,  nor  ever  (hortcr  than  11. 
"W  hat  at  firft  feemed  to  me  ftrange,  was  that  as  foon 
as  it  grew  light,  the  fun  arofe,  and  it  no  fooner  fet 
than  it  grew  dark. 

The  rainy  feafon  commonly  begins  with  the  month 
of  June,  and  continues  till  the  latter  end  of  Septem- 
ber, or  the  beginning  of  Odtober.  The  wind  comes 
firft,  and  blows  excefTive  hard,  for  the  fpaceofhalf 
an  hour  or  moi  e,  before  any  raia  falls,  fo  that  a  vcffcl 
I  may 
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njiy  be  fuddenly  furprifcd  and  overfet  by  it :  a  perfon 
may  however  perceive  the  figns  ol'  its  coming ;  for 
the  clouds  grow  very  black,  and  the  lightcnings 
darting  from  them,  have  an  awful  appearance.  Both 
the  thunder  and  the  lightening  are  exceeding  dread- 
ful; the  Hafhes  fucceeding  each  other  fo  fwiftly,  as  to 
{tnder  it  continually  light,  while  the  thunder  at  the 
lariie  time  (hakes  the  very  ground.  During  the  rain 
the  air  is  generally  cool :  but  the  (bower  is  no  (boner 
over,  than  the  fun  breaks  out  excedlve  hot,  which 
induces  fome  people  to  caft  off  their  cloachs,  and  lie 
down  to  fleep  i  but  before  they  arc  awake,  another 
tornado  perhaps  comes,  when  tlie  cold  (Irikes  into 
their  very  bones,  and  gives  them  fits  of  illriefs,  which 
to  the  Europeans  are  very  fatal.  During  the  rainy 
feafon  the  fca  breezes  feidoni  blow ;  but  inftead  of 
them,  eafterly  winds,  which  in  the  months  of  Novem- 
ber, December,  January,^  and  February,  generally 
blow  very  fredi,  and  fometimes  the  evenings  and 
mornings  are  exceeding  cold,  and  the  middle  of  the 
day  very  hot. 

Four  months  in  the  year  are  unheakhful,  and  very 
tedious  to  thofe  who  come  from  a  colder  climate ;  but 
I  perpetual  fpring,  in  which  you  commonly  fee  ripe 
fruit  and  blofToms  on  the  fame  tree,  makes  fome 
amends  for  that  inconvenience.  Befide,  the  heat  of 
the  air  is  frequently  moderated  by  pleafant  and  refrefh- 
iog  breezes. 

The  Gambia  is  of  fuch  a  length  a«  to  be  navigable 
for  floops  above  600  miles,  the  tides  reaching  ib  far 
from  its  mouth.  The  land  on  each  fide  of  this  great 
and  fine  river  is  for  the  moft  part  flat  and  woody  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  its  banks  :  and  within  that 
fpace  are  pleafant  open  grounds,  on  which  the  natives 
plant  rice  -,  and  in  the  dry  feafon  it  ferves  the  cattle 
for  pafture.  Thus  within  land  it  is  generally  very 
woody  1  but  near  the  towns  there  is  always  a  large 
ipot  of  ground  cleared  for  corn.  Near  the  fea  no 
hills  are  to  be  fccn  j  but  high  up  the  river  are  lofty 

¥3  mountains. 


325        MOORE'S   TRAVELS  into 

mounratns.  Thefe  are  chiefly  compofcd  of  iron 
ftone,  and  though  they  are  fometimes  litile  ellc  but  a 
continued  hard  rock,  they  are  full  of  trees,  and  fcrve 
greatly  to  beautity  the  face  of  the  country. 

In  every  kingdom  there  are  feveral  perfons  called 
lords  of  the  foil,  who  have  the  property  of  all  the 
palm  and  palmetto  trees,  lb  that  none  are  allowed  to 
draw  any  wine  from  them,  without  their  knowlege 
and  confent.  Thofe  who  obtain  leave  to  draw  wine, 
give  two  days  produce  in  a  week,  to  the  lord  of  the 
foil',  and  white  men  are  obliged  to  make  a  fmall  pre- 
fent  to  them,  before  they  cut  palmetto  leaves,  or  grafs, 
to  cover,  their  houfes.  ...   . 

The  palm  is  a  fine  ftraight  tree  that  grows  to  a  pro- 
digious height,  and  out  ot  it  the  natives  extradla  fort 
of  white  liquor  like  whey,   called  palm  wine  \  by 
making  an  incifion  on  the  top  of  the  trunk,  to  which 
they  apply  gourd  bottles,  and  into  thefc  the  liquor 
runs  by  means  of  a  pipe  made  of  leaves.     This  wine 
is  very  pleafant  as  foon  as  it  is  dr^wn,  it  being  extra- 
ordinary fweet  J  but  is  apt  to  purge  very  much  :  how- 
ever,  in  a  day  or  two  it  ferments,  and  grows  rough 
and  ftrong  like  Rhenifh  wine  •,  when  not  being  at  ail 
prejudicial  to  the  health,  it  is  plentifully  drank  by 
the  negroes.     It  is  very  furprifing  to  fee  how  nimbly 
the  natives  will  go  up  thefe  trees,  which  are  fome- 
times 60,  70,  or  100  feet  high,  and  the  bark  fmooih. 
They  have  nothing  to  help  them  to  climb,  but  apiece 
pf  the  bark  of  a  tree  made  round  like  a  hoop,  with 
which  they  enclofe  themfelves  and  the  tree ;  then  fix- 
ing  it  under  their  arms,  they  fet  their  feet  againft  the 
tree,  and  their  backs  againft  the  hoop,  and  go  iipi 
very  faft :  but  fometimes  they  mifs  their  footing ;  or 
^he  bark  on  which  they  reft  breaks  or  comes  untied,  | 
V'hen  falling  down,  they  lofc  their  lives.  . 

The  people  here,  as  in  all  other  hot  countries,! 

marry  their  daughters  very  young  j  even  fome  arei 

Contra6led  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  and  the  parenti 

pan  never  ^fter  break  the  match  ;    but  it  is  in  the 
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power  of  tlie  man  never  to  come  and  claim  his  wifcj 
and  yet  without  his  content  flic  cannot  marry  another. 
Before  a  man  takes  his  wife,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  her 
parents  two  cows,  two  iron  bars,  and  200  cola,  a  iruit 
that  grows  a  great  way  within  land  :  it  is  an  excee.lin;^ 
(rood  bitter,  and  much  rdcmbles  ahorfe-chcihut  with 
the  fkin  off. 

When  a  man  takes  home  his  wife,  he  makes  a  feafl: 
at  his  own  houfe,  to  which  all  who  plcale  come  wih- 
out  the  form  of  an  invitation.  The  bride  is  brought 
thither  upon  mens  fhouldcrs,  w'uh  a  veil  over  iier 
face,  which  (he  kt'cps  on  till  flic  has  been  in  bed  with 
herhuiband,  during  which  the  people  da;ice  and  ling, 
beat  drums,  and  fire  mulkets. 

After  the  wife  is  brought  to  bed,  flie  is  not  to  lie 
with  her  hulband  for  three  years,  if  the  child  lives  fo 
long;  for  during  that  term  the  child  fucks,  and  they 
arc  firmly  pcrfuaded  that  lying  with  th^ir  hnib.nds 
would  fpoil  their  milk,  and  render  the  child  liable  to 
many  difeafes.  The  wo'.ien  alo.ie  are  fubjecl  to  all 
the  mortifications  atcendino;  Pj  Iopct  an  abltincnce  •, 
for  every  man  is  allowed  to  take  as  many  wives  as  he 
pleafes:  but  if  the  wife  ir,  found  falle  to  her  hulband, 
Ihe  is  liable  to  be  fold  for  a  Have.  Upon  any  diilike, 
a  man  may  turn  off  his  wife,  and  tnnkc  her  take  all 
her  children  with  her;  but  if  he  has  a  mind  to  take 
any  of  them  himfelf,  he  general!- chufes  i'uch  as  arc 
big  enough  to  aflift  him  in  provi.iing  for  his  family. 
He  has  even  the  liberty  of  coming  fevc-ral  years  after 
ihey  have  parted,  and  taking  from  her  any  of  the 
children  he  had  by  her.  But  if  a  man  is  dilpofed  to 
part  with  a  wife  who  is  prcgnaiii,  lic  cannot  oblige  her 
10  go  till  flie  is  delivered. 

The  women  are  kept  in  the  p;reateft:  fubjeflion ; 
and  the  men,  to  render  their  pov/.-r  as  compleat  as 
pofTible,  influence  their  wives  to  give  them  an  un-' 
limited  obedience,  by  all  the  force  of  fear  and  tei  ror. 
For  this  purpofe  the  Muniingces  have  a  kind  of 
image  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  made  of  the  bark  of 


I 


! 


! 


1 


Y  4 


trees. 


3f8        MOORE'S  TRAVELS  into 

trees,  drefled  in  a  long  coat,  and  crowned  with  a  whifp 
of  ftraw.  This  is  called  a  Mumbo  Jumbo-,  and 
whenever  the  men  have  any  difpute  with  the  women, 
this  is  fcnt  for  tp  determine  the  conteft,  which  is  al- 
moft  always  done  in  favour  of  the  men.  One  who  is 
|n  the  fecrct,  conceals  himfelf  under  the  coat,  and 
bringing  in  the  image,  is  the  oracle  on  thefe  occafions. 
No  one  is  allowed  to  come  armed  into  his  prefence. 
When  the  women  hear  him  coming,  they  run  away 
and  hide  themfelves  •,  but  if  yop  are  acquainted  with 
the  perfon  concealed  in  the  Mumbo  Jumbo,  he  will 
fend  for  them  all  to  come,  make  them  fit  down,  and 
afterward  eiiher  fing  or  dance,  as  he  plcafcs ;  and  if 
any  rcfufe  to  come,  h(e  will  fend  for,  and  whip  them. 
Whenevjpr  any  one  enters  into  this  fociety,  they  fwear 
^n  the  mod  folemn  manner  never  to  divulge  the  fecret 
to  any  woman,  or  to  any  perfon  that  is  not  entered 
into  it :  and  to  prefervc  the  fecret  inviolable,  no  boy^ 
iire  admitted  under  j  6  years  of  age.  The  people  alfo 
fwear  by  the  Mumbo  Jumbo  j  and  the  oath  is  efteem- 
jcd  irrevocable,  f  liere  are  very  few  towns  of  any 
note  that  have  not  one  of  thefe  objeds  of  terror,  to 
frighten  the  poor  women  into  obedience. 

About  the  year  1727,  the  king  of  Jagra  having 
a  very  inquifitive  woman  to  his  wife,  was  lb  weak  as 
to  difclofe  to  l^er  this  fecret ;  and  fhe  being  a  goffip, 
revealed  it  to  fome  other  women  of  her  -acquaintance. 
This  at  laft  coming  tp  the  e^rs  of  fome  who  were  no 
friends  to  the  king,  they,  dreading  left  if  the  affair 
jock  vent,  it  fhould  put  a  period  to  the  fubjedion 
qf  their  wives,  took  the  coat,  put  a  man  into  it, 
and  going  to  the  king's  town,  fent  for  him  out,  and 
taxed  him  with  it :  when  he  not  denying  it,  they  fent 
for  his  wife,  and  killed  them  botji  on  the  fpot.  Thus 
the  poor  king  died  for  his  complaifance  to  his  wife, 
and  Ihe  for  her  curiofity. 

Th?  women  pay  fuch  refpeft  to  their  hufbands,  that 
ifyiipn  a  man  has  b9en  a  day  pr  two  from  hpme  his 
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wives  falute  him  on  their  knees  ^  and  in  the  fame  pofr 
ture  they  always  ^ive  him  water  to  drink. 

When  a  child  is  new  bprn  they  dip  him  over  hea4 
j^id  ears  in  cold  water  three  or  four  times  in  a  day  ^ 
and  as  foon  ^  he  is  dry,  rub  him  over  with  palm  oil, 
particularly  the  back-bone,  the  fmall  of  thie  back,  the 
elbows,  neck,  knees,  and  hips.  When  they  arc  born 
they  are  of  ^n  oUve  coloqr,  and  fometimes  do  not  turn 
black  ti}l  they  are  a  month  or  two  old. 

I  do  not  find  that  they  are  here  born  with  flat  nofes; 
but  the  mothers,  when  they  walh  the  children,  preli 
down  the  upper  part  of  the  note :  for  large  breads, 
thick  lips,  and  broad  noflrils,  are  efteemed  ex- 
treamly  beautiful.  One  brcaft  is  generally  larger  than 
the  other. 

About  a  month  afterward  they  name  the  child, 
which  is  done  by  (having  its  head,  and  rubbing  it 
over  with  oil  •,  and  a  fhort  time  before  the  rainy  Iba- 
fon  begins,  they  circumcife  a  great  number  of  boys, 
of  about  12  or  14  years  of  age,  after  which  the  boyg 
put  on  a  peculiar  habit ;  the  drefs  of  each  kingdom 
being  different.  From  the  time  of  their  circumcifion 
to  that  of  the  rains,  they  arc  allowed  to  commit  what 
outrages  they  pleafe,  without  being  called  to  an  ac- 
count for  them ;  and  when  the  firfl  ram  falls,  the 
term  of  this  licentioufnefs  being  expired,  they  put  on 
their  proper  habit. 

The  people  are  naturally  very  jocofe  and  merry, 
and  will  dance  to  a  drum  or  ballafeu,  Ibmctimes  24 
hours  together,  now  and  then  dancing  very  regu- 
larly, and  at  other  timps  ufing  very  odd  gefturcs, 
driving  always  to  outdo  each  other  in  nimblenei's  and 
activity.  _^  ,.,: 

The  behaviour  of  the  natives  to  ftrangers  is  really 
not  fo  difagreeable  as  people  are  apt  to  imagine ;  for 
when  I  went  through  any  of  tneir  towns,  they  almoft 
all  came  to  (hake  hands  with  ii?e,  except  fome  of  the 
^omen,  who  having  nqyer  before  feen  a  white  man. 


ran 


330        MOORE'S  TRAVELS  into 

ran  away  from  me  as  faft  as  they  could,  and  would  not 
by  any  means  be  perfuaded  to  come  near  me.  Some 
of  the  men  invited  me  to  their  houfes,  and  brouo-ht 
their  wives  and  daughters  to  fee  me ;  who  then  iht 
down  by  me,  and  always  found  fomething  to  wonder 
at  and  admire,  as  my  boots,  fpurs,  cloaths,  or  wig. 

Some  of  the  Mundingoes  have  many  flaves  in  their 
houfes ;  and  in  thefe  they  pride  themfelves.  They 
live  fo  well  and  eafily,  that  it  is  fometimes  difficult 
to  know  the  flaves  from  their  mafters  and  mif- 
trefles  j  they  being  frequently  better  cloathed,  efpe- 
cially  the  females,  who  have  fometimes  coral,  amber, 
and  filver,  about  their  wrifts,  to  the  value  of  20  or 
30 1.  fterling.  •* ,   '  .^.      .-^     ..     .     c- .  ?, . 

In  almofl:  every  town  they  have  a  kind  of  drum  of 
a  very  large  fize,  called  a  tangtong,  which  ihey  only 
beat  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  or  on  feme  very  ex- 
traordinary occafion,  to  call  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring"  towns  to  their  alTiftance ;  and  this  in  the 
night-time  may  be  heard  fix  or  feven  miles. 

There  was  a  cuftom  in  this  country  which  is  not 
thoroughly  repealed,  that  whatever  commodity  a  man 
fells  in  the  morning,  he  may,  if  he  repents  his  bar- 
gain, go  and  have  it  returned  to  him  again,  on  his 
paying  back  the  money  any  time  before  the  fetting 
of  the  fun  the  fame  day.  This  cuftom  is  ftill  in  force 
very  higli  up  the  river ;  but  below  it  is  pretty  well 
worn  out.  .   • 

.  Whenever  any  fadlories  are  fettled,  it  is  cuftomary 
to  put  them,  and  the  perlbns  belonging  to  them,  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  people  of  the  neareft  large 
town,  who  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  it,  and  to  let 
none  impofe  upon  the  whitt  men,  or  ufe  them  ill ; 
and  if  any  body  is  abufed,  he  muft  apply  to  the 
alcalde,  the  head  man  of  the  town,  who  will  fee  that 
juftice  is  done  him.  This  man  is,  up  the  nv^er,  call- 
ed the  white  man's  king  •,  and  has  bcfide  very  great 
p6wer.  Almoft  every  town  has  two  common  fields, 
'  1  '  one 
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one  for  their  corn  and  the  other  for  their  rice,  and 
he  appoints  the  labour  of  the  people :  he  fees  that  the 
men  work  in  the  com  fields,  and  the  women  and  girls 
in  the  rice  grounds,  and  afterward  divides  the  crop 
among  them.  He  likewife  decides  all  quarrels,  and 
has  the  firf :  voice  in  all  conferences  relating  to  any 
thing  belonging  to  the  town. 

The  trade  of  the  natives  confifts  in  gold,  flaves, 
elephants  teeth,  and  bees-wax.  The  gold  is  finer 
than  fterling,  and  is  brought  in  fmall  bars,  big  in  the 
middle,  and  turned  round  into  rings,  from  lo  to  40  s. 
each.  The  merchants  who  bring  this,  and  other  in- 
land commodities,  are  blacks  of  the  Mundingo  race, 
called  Joncoes,  who  fay,  that  the  gold  is  not  wafhed 
out  of  the  fand,  but  dug  out  of  mines  in  the  moun- 
tains, the  neareft  of  which  is  20  days  journey  up  the 
river.  In  the  country  where  the  mines  are,  they  fay 
there  are  houfes  built  with  (lone,  and  covered  with 
terrafs ;  and  that  the  ftiort  cutlafies  and  knives  of 
good  fteel,  which  they  bring  with  them,  are  made 
there. 

The  fame  merchants  bring  down  elephants  teeth, 
and  in  fome  years  flaves  to  the  amount  of  2000,  moll 
of  whom  they  fay  are  pri Toners  of  war  •,  and  bought 
of  the  different  princes  by  whom  they  are  taken.  The 
way  of  bringing  them  is,  by  tying  them  by  the  neck 
with  leather  thongs,  at  about  a  yard  diftance  from 
each  other,  30  or  40  in  a  ftring,  having  generally  a 
bundle  of  corn,  or  an  ele{)hant's  tootii  upon  each  of 
their  heads.  In  their  way  from  the  mountains  they 
travel  through  extenfive  woods,  wh?re  they  cannot 
for  fome  days  gee  water-,  they  therefore  carry  in  fkin 
bags  enough  to  fupport  them  for  that  time.  I  cannot 
be  certain  of  the  number  of  merchants  who  carry  on 
this  trade-,  but  there  may  perhaps  be  about  ico  who 
go  up  into  the  inland  country  with  the  goods,  which 
they  buy  from  the  white  men,  and  vv^ith  thfm  pur- 
phafcj  in  various  countries,  gold,  flaves,  and  elephants 
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teeth.  They  ufe  afles,  as  well  as  flavcs,  in  carrying 
their  goods,  but  no  camels  nor  horfes. 

Bclide  the  flaves  brought  down  by  the  negro  mer- 
chants, there  are  many  bought  along  the  river,  who 
are  either  taken  in  war  like  the  former,  or  condemned 
ibr  crinfics,  or  llolen  by  the  people :  but  the  com- 
pany's fervants  never  buy  any  which  they  Mpcd  to 
be  of  the  laft  fort,  till  they  have  fent  for  the  alcalde, 
and  confulted  with  him.  Since  this  Have  trade  has 
been  ufed,  all  punilhments  are  changed  into  flavery  •, 
and  the  natives  reaping  advantage  from  fuch  condem- 
nations, they  ftrain  hard  for  crimes,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  benefit  of  felling  the  criminal :  hence  not  only 
murder,  adultery,  and  theft,  are  here  punilhed  by 
felling  the  malefador ;  but  every  trifling  crime  is  alfo 
puniSed  in  the  fame  manner.  Thus  at  Cantore,  a 
roan  feeing  a  tyger  eating  a  deer,  which  he  himfelf 
had  killed  a^d  hung  up  near  his  houfe,  fired  at  the 
tyger,  but  unhappily  fhot  a  man :  when  the  king  had 
not  only  the  cruelty  to  condemn  him  for  this  acci- 
dent ',  but  had  the  injuftice  and  inhumanity  to  order 
alfo  his  mother,  his  three  brothers,  and  his  three 
fillers,  to  be  fold.  They  were  brought  down  to  me 
at  Yamyamacunda,  when  it  made  my  heart  ache  to 
fee  them  ;  but  on  my  refufing  to  make  this  cruel  pur- 
chafe,  they  were  fent  farther  down  the  river,  and 
fold  to  fomc  feparate  traders  at  Joar,  and  the  vile  ava- 
ricious king  had  the  benefit  of  the  goods  for  which 
they  were  iold. 

Indeed  the  cruelty  and  villainy  of  fome  of  thek 
princes  can  fcarcely  be  conceived.  Thus,  whenever 
the  king  of  Barfally,  fome  of  whofe  villanies  I  have 
already  mentioned,  wants  goods  or  brandy,  he  fends 
to  the  governor  of  James's  Fort,  to  defire  him  to  fend 
a  fioop  there  with  a  proper  cargo ;  which  is  readily 
complied  with.  Mean  while,  the  king  goes  and 
ranfacks  fome  of  his  enemies  towns,  and  feizing  the 
innocent  people,  iells  them  to  the  favors  in  the  fioop, 
-■  ':        ibr 
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for  fiich  commodities  as  he  wants,  as  brandy,  rum, 
(runs,  gunpowder,  ball,  piftols,  and  cuilafTes,  for  hit 
attendants  and  foldiers,  with  coral  and  filver  for  his 
wives  and  concubines :  but  in  cafe  he  is  not  at  war 
with  any  neighbouring  king,  he  then  falls  upon  one 
of  his  own  towns,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  ufes 
them  in  the  fame  manner,  felling  thofc  for  flaves, 
whom  he  is  bound  by  every  obligation  to  proted:. 

Several  of  the  natives  of  thele  countries  have  many 
flaves  born  in  their  families.  Thus  there  is  a  whole 
village  near  Brucoe  of  200  people,  who  are  the  wives, 
flaves,  and  children  of  one  man.  And  though  in 
feme  parts  of  Africa  they  fell  the  flaves  born  in  the 
family ;  yet  this  is  here  thought  cxtreamly  wicked ; 
and  I  never  heard  but  of  one  perfon  who  ever  fold  a 
family  flave,  except  for  fuch  crimes  as  would  have 
authorifed  its  being  done,  had  he  been  free.  Indeed, 
if  there  are  many  flaves  in  the  family,  and  one  of 
them  commits  a  crime,  the  mafter  cannot  fell  him 
without  the  joint  confenc  of  the  refl: :  for  if  he  docs» 
they  will  all  run  away  to  the  next  kingdom,  where 
they  will  find  prote6tion. 

Ivory,  or  elephants  teeth,  is  the  next  principal 
article  of  commerce.  Thefe  are  obtained  either  by 
hunting  and  killing  the  beads,  or  are  picked  up  i» 
the  woods.  This  is  a  trade  ufed  by  all  the  nations 
hereabouts ;  for  whoever  kills  an  elephant,  has  the 
liberty  of  felling  him  and  his  teeth.  But  thofc  traded 
for  in  this  river  are  generally  brought  from  a  good 
way  within  land.  The  largeft  :00th  1  ever  faw  weighed 
130  pounds. 

The  fourth  branch  of  trade  confiflis  in  bees- wax. 
The  Mundingoes  make  beehives  of  ftraw  fliaped  like 
ours,  and  fixing  to  each  a  bottom  board,  in  which 
is  h  hole,  for  the  bees  to  go  in  and  our,  hang  theia 
Oil  the  boughs  of  trees.  They  fmother  the  bees  in 
order  to  take  the  combs,  and  prelFing  out  the  honey, 
of  which  they  make  a  kind  of  mctheglin,  boil  up  the 
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wax  with  water,  drain  it,  and  prefs  it  through  haiV 
cloths  into  holes  made  in  the  ground. 

At  length,  on  the  8th  of  April  1735,  having  de- 
livered up  the  company's  efFedts  to  Mr.  James  Conner, 
I  embarked  on  board  the  company's  Hoop.  Amont» 
other  perfons,  Job  came  down  with  me  to  the  floop,  and 
parted  with  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes  -,  at  the  fame 
time  giving  me  letters  to  the  duke  of  Montague,  the 
royal  African  company,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  and  fcveral 
other  gentlemen  in  England,  telling  me  to  give  his 
love  and  duty  to  them,  and  to  acquaint  them,  that 
as  he  defigned  to  learn  to  write  the  Englilh  tongue, 
he  would,  when  he  was  matter  of  it,  fend  them  longer 
epiftles.  Hedefircd  me,  that  as  1  had  lived  with  him 
almoft  ever  fince  he  came  there,  I  would  let  his  grace 
and  the  other  gentlemen  know  what  he  had  done; 
and  that  he  was  going  to  the  gum  foreft,  and  would 
endeavour  to  produce  fo  good  an  underftanding  be- 
tween the  company  and  the  Pholeys,  that  he  did  not 
doubt  but  that  the  Englifh  would  procure  the  gum 
trade :  adding,  that  he  would  fpend  his  days  in  en- 
deavouring to  do  good  to  the  Engli(h,  by  whom  he 
had  been  redeemed  from  flavery,  and  from  whom  he 
had  received  innumerable  favours.  :  r: 

Soon  after  he  returned  on  Hiore,  while  I  failed  to 
England-,  and  at  length,  on  the  ijchof  July,  landed 
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IT  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  by  way  of  preface, 
that  the  author  of  thefe  travels  was  a  gentleman 
of  a  good  family  in  France,  and  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. He  applied  himfelf  to  commerce  very  early, 
and  profecuted  with  great  fuccefs  the  mod  confider- 
able  branch  of  foreign  trade,  that  of  dealing  as  a 
merchant  in  jewels,  which  he  iinderilood  pcrfedly, 
and  by  which  he  acquired,  with  an  unlpotted  cha- 
racter, a  very  large  and  affluent  fortune.  He  made 
fcveral  cxcurfions  into  the  Eaft,  by  dittcrcnt  roads  s, 
and  refided  feveral  years  in  Perfia ;  had  very  great 
and  uncommon  opportunities  of  entring  deeply  into 
the  fubjedts  of  which  he  has  treated,  and  digcfted  his 
accounts  with  great  accuracy  and  perfpicuity  :  fo  that 
they  have  been  efteemed  not  only  here,  but  in  France, 
and  throughout  E'Tope  in  general,  as  the  molt  perfect 
in  their  kmd  that  have  hitherto  appeared. 

This  gentleman,  when  the  perlccution  againll  the 
Proteftants  broke  out  in  France,  came  over  hither, 
and  brought  with  him  great  riches.  He  was  received 
with  much  refpeft  at  court ;  and  king  Charles  11  as 
a  mark  of  his  favour,  beftov/ed  upon  him  hi  i6S^, 

He  pu'jl.iLed  rhe  iii.t 
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edition  of  his  travels  in  ocr  language,  in  a  laree  folja 
Yolume ;  but  they  have  been  finee  fcveraf  times 
printed  with  many  corredions,  great  improvements, 
and  confiderable  augnlentations  in  French.  He  con- 
tinued to  rcfide  here,  and  purchafed  a  cohfiderable 
eftate ;  fo  that  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  we  find 
him  frequently  mentioned  by  fuch  as  took  occafion 
to  fhcw  how  much  the  wealth  of  England  was  im- 
proved, and  its  trade  increafed,  by  encouraging  fo- 
reigners of  the  Proteftant  religion,  to  come  and  fettle 
amongft  us.  Sir  John  died  at  a  good  old  age,  in 
1712.  He  left  behind  him  two  fons,  and  feveral 
daughters. 

I  left  Paris,  fays  vSir  John,  on  the  1 7th  of  Auguft 
167 1,  to  return  to  Perfia,  where  the  late  king  had  by 
letters  patent  made  me  his  merchant,  and  ordered  me 
to  procure  many  jewels  of  value,  his  majefty  having 
drawn  with  his  own  hand,  the  models  by  which  he 
would  have  them  fer.  Mr.  Raifin,  a  gentleman  of 
great  integrity,  who  had  been  my  companion  in  my 
tbrmer  travels,  engaged  again  in  this  trade.  We 
fpent  14  months  in  the  richeft  coimtries  of  Europe, 
in  fearch  of  the  largeft  ftones,  and  the  fineft  wrought 
corals.  We  caufed  to  be  made  the  richeft  goldfmith's 
work,  watches,  and  curious  clocks  5  and  befide,  took 
with  us  12,000  ducats  in  gold. 

We  travelled  by  the  way  of  Milan,  Venice,  and 
Florence ;  and  arriving  at  Leghorn,  embjirkcl  in  jl 
fhip  under  a  Dutch  convoy,  and  failed  to  Smyrna; 
which  we  reached  oi  the  2cl  of  March  16;  2,  and 
l^  days  after  urrivcd  at  Conftantinople.  In  this  city 
we  remained  i'our  moiiihs :  but  in  the  mem  while 
there  happcniig  a  quarrel  bnween  the  grand  vizier 
and  the  Frenc:,  ambsiTado;,  ureport  wasfpAad,  that 
the  former  intended  to  arreft,  not  only  the  arnbaflador, 
but  all  of  the  F  tnch  nation  inr  that  city  ;  when  being 
afraid  that  our  goods,  which  were  very  rich,  would 
be  feized,  we  endeavoured  by  all  poflible  means  to 
leave  Conftantinople,  and  to  proceed  on  our  journey 
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to  Perfia.  The  caravans  in  thofe  hot  months  did 
no:  travel ;  but  the  porte  being  about  to  fend  a  new 
commander  with  foldiers,  and  the  annual  fupply  of 
money  to  the  fort  of  Azoph,  on  the  lake  Moeotis, 
we  obtained  a  paflage  in  a  Turkrlh  faick  belonging 
to  the  fleet;  and  on  the  27th  of  July  embarked  at  a 
port  in  the  Thracian  Bofphorus. 

On  the  3d  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  we  arrived 
at  Caffa^  a  port  in  the  Tauricus  Chcrlonefus,  a  pe- 
ninfula  fo  called,  from  its  being  firfl:  inhabited  by  the 
Scythians  of  mount  Taurus.  It  is  35  leagues  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  5^  from  eaft  to  weft.  But  the 
ifthmus  that  joins  it  to  the  continent  is  not  above  a 
league  in  breadth.  It  is  inhabited  by  the  Crini 
Tartars,  who  dwell  in  cities  and  towns,  while  their 
neighbours  the  Nogays  and  Calmucs,  dwell  in  tents, 
as  the  reft  do  on  the  continent. 

From  Caffa  to  the  ftreights  that  open  into  the  lake 
Mceotis  is  120  milCs.  The  country  on  both  fides  is 
fubjeft  to  the  Turks,  and  thinly  inhabited  by  the 
Tartars,  almoft  all  the  coaft  being  defart.  From  the 
ftreight  to  Mingrelia  is  reckoned  600  miles  along  the 
Ihore,  which  confifts  of  pleafant  woods,  thinly  inha- 
bited by  the  Circafiian  Tartars,  who  are  neither  fub- 
jeft  nor  tributary  to  the  porte.  The  veflels  that  come 
from  Conftantinople  to  Mingrelia  trade  with  this  peo* 
pie,  but  do  it  with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  and  by 
hoftages;  for  they  are  remarkable  for  their  infidelity 
and  perfidioufnefs,  and  feldom  fail  to  fteal  wherever 
they  find  an  opportunity.  The  trade  with  them  is 
carried  on  by  exchange ;  the  Circaffiaas  bringing  dowa 
llaves  of  all  ages  and  fexes,  honey,  wax,  leather^ 
jackals,  and  the  Ikins  of  fome  beafts,  fior  fuch  com- 
modities as  they  want.  W 

Circaflia  is  a  pleafant  and  fertile  country  that  pro-" 
duces  great  plenty  of  all  forts  of  fruit  without  labour, 
as  apples,  pears,  cherries,  gnd  walnuts ;  but  tfit: 
chief  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  confifts  in  cattle,  as 
flieep,  whofe  wool  is  as  fine  as  that  of  Spain,  deer. 

Vol.  VI.  Z  goats. 
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goats^  and  well-lhaped  horfes,  fo  fwift  and  ftronff^ 
that  they  will  tire  wild  beads,  and  overtake  them  in 
the  chafe.  They  fow  no  grain  but  millet  for  their 
bread,  and  barley  for  their  horfes,  and  their  women 
till  and  manure  the  ground.  Their  drink  is  water 
and  boza,  which  is  a  liquor  made  of  millet,  as  intoxi- 
cating as  wine.  They  live  in  wooden  huts,  and  go 
almoil  naked.  Their  beds  are  made  of  (heep-lkins 
fewed  together,  and  fluffed  with  millet  leaves  beaten 
in  the  thralhing  as  fmall  as  oat  chaff.  They  were 
formerly  Chriftians :  but  are  now  of  no  religion,  except 
obferving  fome  fuperftitious  ceremonies  borrowed 
from  the  Chriftians  and  Mahometans  •,  and  they  are 
all  fworn  enemies  to  thofe  who  live  in  the  provinces 
round  about  them. 

,  The  Abcas  border  upon  the  CircalTians,  and  pof- 
fefs  about  100  miles  on  the  coaft  between  Mingrelia 
and  Circaffia.  They  are  not  fo  favage  as  the  Circaf- 
lians ;  but  arc  as  much  inclined  to  robbpry.  They, 
like  their  neighbours,  are  in  want  of  all  the  conve- 
niencies  of  life,  and  have  nothing  to  exchange  for 
them  but  human  creatures,  furs,  the  Ikins  of  deer 
and  tygers,  box-wood,  wax,  and  honey. 

The  inhabitants  of  Caucafus  v;ho  border  upon 
Colchis  are  the  Alanes,  Suanes,  Gigues,  Caracioles 
or  Cara-clierks,  that  is.  Black  Circallians,  fo  called 
by  the  Turks,  not  from  their  complexion,  for  they 
are  efteemed  the  faired  people  upon  the  earth  j  but 
from  their  country,  which  is  always  darkened  with 
clouds  and  fogs.  'Ihey  were  anciently  Chriftians,  but 
now  live  by  robbery  and  rapine,  and  profefs  no  reli- 
gion, having  little  befide  fpeech  that  can  intitle  them 
to  liumanity. 

Mount  Caucafus  produces  a  great  number  of  wild 
beafts,  as  lions,  tygers,  leopards,  jackals,  and 
wolves ;  which  laft  make  great,  havock  amongft  their 
cattle  and  horfes,  and  frequently  difturb  the  iniia- 
bitants  in  their  houfcs  with  their  dreadful  howlings. 
They  have  great  numbers  of  very  good  horfes,  almoil 

every 
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every  man  keeping  feveral  of  them ;  for  they  coft 
little  or  nothing,  as  they  neither  rtioe  them  nor  feed 
them  with  corn.  They  have  no  cities  nor  towns, 
except  two  by  the  fea  fide  •,  but  their  houfes  are  (6 
fcattered  up  the  country,  that  you  can  hardly  travel 
a  mile,  without  feeing  three  or  four  of  them.  There 
are  nine  or  ten  caftles  in  the  country,  the  chief  of 
which  where  the  prince  keeps  his  court,  is  called 
Rues.  This  cattle  has  a  ftone  wall ;  but  it  is  fo  fmall, 
and  fo  ill  built,  that  it  might  be  battered  down  by 
the  lead  piece  of  artillery :  it  has,  however,  fome 
cannon,  which  the  other  cables  have  not.  They  are 
made  in  the  following  manner :  in  the  midft  of  a 
thick  wood  the  people  build  a  ftone  tower  30  or  40 
feet  high,  capable  of  containing  50  or  60  perfons. 
This  tower  is  the  place  of  ftrength,  where  they  fhut 
up  all  the  riches  of  the  lord,  and  of  thofe  who  put 
themfelves  under  his  protedlion.  Near  this  tower 
are  five  or  fix  others  of  wood,  Which  ferve  for  ma- 
gazines of  provifions,  and  as  places  of  retreat  for  the 
wives  and  children,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  There  are 
alfo  feveral  huts  made  of  wood,  others  of  branches  of 
trees,  and  others  of  canes  and  reeds.  The  area  in 
which  they  are  enclofed  is  furrounded  by  a  clofe  hedge, 
and  by  a  wood,  which  is  every  where  fo  thick,  that  it 
is  impoflible  to  find  thefe  retreats  but  by  the  way  cut 
to  them,  which  is  flopped  up  by  trees,  whenever  they 
apprehend  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 

The  men  are  well  fliapcd,  and  the  women  fo  hand- 
fome,  that  they  feem  born  to  infpire  love ;  yet  they 
ail  paint  their  faces,  and  particularly  their  eyebrows. 
They  drefs  themfelves  in  as  ornamental  a  manner  as 
they  can,  wearing  a  Perfian  habjt,  and  curling  the 
hair.  They  are  witty,  civil,  and  full  of  compli- 
ments :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  are  proud,  deceit- 
ful, cruel,  and  libidinous.  The  men  have  alfo  many 
mifchievous  qualities  i  but  that  which  they  molt 
praftife  is  theft  -,  and  this  they  make  their  employ- 
ment and  glory.     They  jultify  the  lawfulnefs  of  hav- 
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ing  many  wives,  by  faying  that  they  bring  them 
many  children,  which  they  can  fell  for  ready  money, 
or  exchange  for  ncceffary  conveniencies -,  yet  when 
they  have  not  the  means  of  fnpporting  them,  they 
hold  it  a  piece  of  charity  to  murder  new-born  infants, 
and  fuch  perfons  as  are  fick  and  paft  recovery,  becaufe 
by  this  means  they  free  them  from  mifery. 

Mingrelia  is  but  thinly  peopled,  which  is  occa^ 
fioned  by  their  wars,  and  the  vaft  numbers  fold  by 
the  nobility  to  the  Perfians  and  Turks.  All  their 
trade  is  carried  on  by  the  way  of  barter ;  for  their 
money  has  no  fettled  value.  The  current  fpecie  are 
piaftres,  Dutch  crowns,  and  abaflis,  which  are  made 
in  Georgia,  and  bear  the  Perfian  flamp.  -•' 

•  Their  marriages  are  a  eontrad  by  way  of  bargain 
2ind  fale.;  for  the  parents  agree  upon  the  price  with 
the  perfon  who  defires  her ;  and*  here  the  price  of  a 
Woman  who  has  been  divorced  is  the  loweft ;  for  a 
widow  more  is  demanded  ;  but  for  a  maid  moft  of 
all.  When  the  bargain  is  once  made,  the  young  man 
may  keep  company  with  the  woman  till  the  money 
is  paid ;  and  it  is  no  fcandal  if  fhe  is  with  child  by 
him.  If  any  one  has  married  a  barren  woman,  or  one 
of  an  ill  difpofition,  they  hold  it  not  only  lawful,  but 
requifiic  to  divorce  her. 

•'  The  neighbouring  nation?  live  and  adtin  almoft  all 
rcfpedbs  after  the  fame  manner;  only  thofc  who  live 
near  Perfia  and  Turky  are  more  civilized. 

The  people  of  Guriel,  Mingrelia,  and-Abca,  were 
fubjed  to  the  king  of  Imeretta,  after  they  had  all  four 
freed  themfelves  from  the  power  of  the  emperors,  firft 
of  Conftantinople,  and  then  of  Trebifond ;  but  ia 
the  laft  century  fetting  up  for  themfelves,  they  be- 
came involved  in  continual  wars  •,  till  Calling  in  ths 
afliftance  of  the  Turks,  they  were  all  made  tributary 
to  them.  The  king  of  Imeretta  pays  a  tribute  of  80 
boys  arid  girls  from  10  to  20  years  of  age.  The 
]f  rin6e  of  Guriel  pays  46  children  of  both  texcs,  and 
the  prince  of  Mifigrcli'a  60,000  ells  of  linen  doth  made 
^••'  ^---T  i* 
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in  that  country.     The  Abcas,  however,  icldom  paid 
any  thing  at  firft,  and  now  pay  nothing. 

As  ,foon  as  our  velTel  had  entered  the  road  of 
Ifcriour,  I  landed  with  the  Greek  merchant  v/ho  con- 
ducted me,  with  the  hopes  of  finding  houfes,  fome 
provifions  and  alTiftance ;  but  I  was  much  deceived. 
The  inhabitants  had  fenced  round  a  place,  100  paces 
fi-om  the  fhore,  250  long,  and  50  broad;  thisfwas 
the  grand  market  of  Mingrelia.  It  had  a  llreet  form- 
ed of  about  100  little  huts  on  each  fide;  built  ^of 
branches  of  trees  tied  together.  Each  mcrrchant  took 
one,  in  which  he  lay,  and  there  fold  fuch  commodi- 
ties, as  he  hoped  to  difpofe  of  in  two  or  three  days 
time :  thofe  they  bought ;  and  thole  they  had  no  pro- 
bability of  felling  immediately,  were  kept  on  board 
the  Ihips.  No  refrelhments  were  to  be  had  in  the 
market,  nor  was  there  a  peafent's  houfe  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. At  this  I  was  equally  furprifed  and 
afflided,  for  our  provifions  were  almoft  confun^ed, 
and  nbthing  was  to  be  fold  by  the  natives,  but  flaves 
chained  together.  There  v/ere  about  a  dozen  naked 
wretches,  who  with  their  bows  and  arrows  in  their 
hands  (truck  every  one  with  terror :  thefe  were  the 
ofHcers  0^  the  cuftoms.  But  my  furprife  and  afflicflion 
were  much  encreafed,  on  my  being  informed  that  the 
Turks  and  the  prince  of  Guriel  had  taken  up  arms 
againft  the  Mingrelians,  and  begun  the  war  by  plun- 
dering the  houfes  of  their  neighbours,  and  xarr/ing 
oil  them,  and  their  cattle,  wherever  they  four  d  th.^n. 

On  my  taking  the  refolution  to  go  into  Mingrelia, 
I  had  fiepended  greatly  on  the  Theatine  miflionarles, 
who  have  a  houfe  40  miles  by  land  from  Ifgaour, 
where  I  was. told  I  might  live  in  fafety,  and  that  they 
would  fpeedily  procure  me  a  pafTage  into  Perf:^  t 
therefore  fent  an  exprefs  with  a  letter  to  the  prefeft  ot 
the  miffion,  and  returned  on  b^ard  much  dejefted.  ; 

Two  days  after,  a  number  of  f:eafants  who  fled  fro.T; 
.the  enemy  palTed  by  Ifgaour,  ard  raifed  a  great  alarm.; 
-by  reporting  that  the  Abcas,  whom  the  prince  o< 


Mingrelij 


342     C  H  A  R  D I  N's  T  R  A  V  E  L  S  through 

Mingrclia  had  called  to  his  afTiftance  againft  the 
TupM,  plunderefl  and  burnt  every  thing  before 
them  ;  and  carried  off  all  the  men  and  beads  that  fell 
into  their  hands  ;  adding,  that  they  were  already  near 
the  port,  ^\\  were  now  in  a  hurry  to  carry  their 
pflfed^s  on  board.  Each  of  the  commanders  of  the 
(hips  landed  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  men  were 
under  arms  all  night :  but  the  next  day  they  reim- 
barked,  chufing  rather  to  abandon  the  wool,  fait, 
carthrn  \yare,  and  other  merchandife,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  bring  on  board,  than  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  danger  oif  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Abcas.  About  lo  at  nighr,  we  faw  all  the  marW 
in  a  flame  j  and  the  next  morning,  fome  men  land- 
ing, they  found  nothing  but  the  remains  of  the  con- 
iflagratipn. 

I  npw  endeavoured  to  buy  fronri  the  mafters  of  the 
fhips  as  tnuch  provifions  as  poHible  j  but  all  I  could 
purchafe  from  the  fcveral  merchants  was  60  pounds 
of  bifcuit,  a  little  pulfe,  8  pounds  of  butter,  and  12 
pounds  of  rice.  This  was  out  little  for  fix  perfons ; 
but  good  management  made  it  laft  longer  than  I  could 
have  imagined.  "We  had,  however,  dried  fifh  in 
abuncjance,  and  fcarcely  eat  any  thing  elfe.  I  was  won. 
derfully  delighted  when  I  had  prevailed  on  my  men 
to  make  a  meal  without  Isrcad. 

At  length  hearing  no  news  of  the  prefeft,  and  not 
being  able  to  guefs  the  reafon,  I  informed  my  men  of 
the  ri  "ceffity  we  were  under  that  one  of  them  fhoiild 
go  to  him ;  becaufe  none  but  he  could  fecure  us  from 
the  evils  with  which  we  yrere  threatened,  or  deliver 
us  frorn  thofe  we  endured,  and  that  were  encreafing 
pvery  day.  My  valet  offered  to  uridertake  the 
journey.  I  therefore  gave  him  letters  and  prefents 
for  the  prefedl  and  his  brethren,  and  he  fet  out  on 
this  expedition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October  my  val^t 
fetqrned,  bringing  with  him  the  prefeft,  who  was^ 
p^five  of  ^lantua,  called  Don  Maria  Jofeph  Zampy. 
*  "  " '     '    ^         '  "1  im« 
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I  immediately  ran  to  embrace  him,  when  he  cried, 
"  God  forgive  thofe  who  have  advifed  you.  Sir,  to 
come  hither :  you  are  arrived  at  the  moft  barbarous 
country  in  the  world  ;  and  the  beft  ftep  you  can  take, 
is  to  return  to  Conllantinople  by  the  firft  opportu- 
nity." The  joy  we  had  conceived  at  feeing  this  prieft 
was  damped  by  his  dilcourfe.  I  took  him  into  my 
cabin,  and  there  with  my  comrade  deliberated  on 
what  was  to  be  done.  He  told  us  that  he  was  come 
to  ferve  us  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  •,  that  he  would 
take  us  to  his  houfe  if  we  delired  it :  but  that  he  had 
no  bread  5  that  now  no  proviGons  were  to  be  had  ; 
that  the  air  of  the  country  was  unhealthy,  and  the 
people  more  wicked  than  it  was  poflible  to  imagine. 
i  told  him  that  I  had  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
the  prince  of  Mingrelia  :  but  he  replied  that  he  was 
as  great  a  villain,  and  as  bafe  a  robber  as  any  of  his 
fubjedls :  and  then  added,  that  if  after  this  notice  I 
was  refolved  to  venture,  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  preferve  our  perfons  and  baggage,  and  procure  us 
a  fafe  palTage  into  Perfia.  \ 

I  did  not  (lay  to  deliberate  on  what  the  father  had 
reprefented  :  tl>e  evils  with  which  I  was  threatened 
in  Mingrelia  were  future,  and  I  hoped  to  avoid 
them :  but  thofe  I  fufFered  were  prefent  •,  they  fiiied 
my  imagination,  and  ray  heart  funk  under  them.  I 
therefore  reprefented  to  him,  that  whatever  misfor- 
tunes might  happen  to  us  in  Mingrelia,  they  muft  be 
lefs  than  thofe  of  returning  to  Caffa,  by  which  we 
muft  infallibly  perifli;  and  this  opinion  I  ftrengthened 
by  many  reaibns.  He  was  foon  convinced  by  my 
arguments,  and  now  only  confulted  on  the  manner 
in  which  we  (hould  travel.  The  barque  wherein  he 
had  come  down  the  river  with  my  valet,  was  proper 
for  our  purpofe.  It  was  freighted  for  going  and 
coming.  We  therefore  embarked  in  it  with  ail  our 
baggage,  and  I  gave  the  value  of  100  crov/ns  in  g0v)ds 
to  father  Zampy,  who  knew  the  price  fet  upon  it, 
and  was  to  buy  it  for  me.     The  baggage  be*  g  em- 

Z  4  barked 
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barked  before  noon,  we  immediately  fet  fail.  I  was 
filled  with  joy  at  leaving  the  fhip,  where  I  could  not 
endure  the  ftink,  nor  bear  the  fight  of  the  infamous 
commerce  carried  on  in  it.  It  was  become  a  prifon 
for  flaves,  in  which  the  men  and  boys  were  chained 
two  and  two  every  night,  and  loofened  every  morn- 
ing. The  war  of  Mingrelia  was  of  advantage  to  our 
merchants  who  bought  the  booty  and  flaves  taken 
by  the  Abcas,  who  Avere  now  continually  coming 
on  board,  to  exchange  them  for  arms,  cloaths,  and 
other  commodities.  A  Greek  merchant  whbfe  cabbin 
was  next  to  mine,  bought  a  woman  and  mr  fucking 
child  for  12  crowns.  The  woman  was  25  years  of 
age  :  her  face  was  extreamly  beautiful :  her  flcin  had 
the  whitertefs  of  the  lilly  •,  and  I  never  faw  a  finer 
breaft  or  a  rounder  neck.  This  lovely  woman  filled 
me  at  the  fame  time  with  fuch  envy  and  compaflion, 
that  giving  her  a  dejedbed  look,  I  faid  to  myfelf,  Un- 
haj^py  beauty,  thou  fliouldeft  not  create  thefe  uneafy 
feniiirions  was  I  in  another  ftate,  and  did  I  not  find 
myfelf  on  the  point  of  falling  into  greater  miferies,  if 
there  can  be  greater,  than  that  of  beinej  a  flave. 
What  furprifed  me  moft,  was  to  fee  that  thefe  mifer* 
'able  crearures  were  not  dejedled,  land  that  they  ap- 
peared infenfible  of  the  mifery  of  their  condition.  As 
foon  as  they  wer6  bought,  their  rags  were  taken  off; 
they  were  drcffed  in  new  linen  habits,  and  fet  to 
work;  the  men  and  boys  in  doing  fomething  about 
the  fhip,  and  the  women  in  fevving. 

But  to  proceed  :  we  had  a  pretty  good  wind,  and 
our  little  barque  advanced  both  with  fails  and  oars. 
During  the  voyage,  I  agreed  with  father  Zampy  on 
the  means  to  prevent  our  falling  into  the  hands  oi  the 
tnemy,  arid  of  being  neither  plundered  nor  afTafTinated 
by  the  Mingrelians.  •   •• 

At  midnight  we  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Aftolphus,  one  of  the  greateft  rivers  in  Mingrelia, 
and  called  by  the  natives  Langur  5  where  (lopping, 
^e  ku  two  of  our  mariners  to  Anarghia,  to  inquire 
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lifter  the  enemy,  and  to  fee  if  the  inhabitants  had  not 
^ed.  Anarghia  is  a  village  two  miles  from  the  fea, 
iand  the  moft  confiderable-  place  in  all  Mingrelia.  Ic 
confifts  of  about  100  houfes  •,  but  they  are  fo  far 
diftant  from  each  other,  that  it  is  two  miles  from  the 
firft  to  the  laft.  There  are  always  Turks  in  that  vil- 
lage to  purchafe  Haves,'  and  barques  to  carry  them 
of.  It  is  faid  to  be  built  on  the  place  where  anciently 
ftood  the  great  city  of  Heraclea.' 

The  next  morning  before  day,  the  two  mariners 
returned  with  the  news  that  the  Abcas  had  been  no 
nearer  than  within  15  miles  of  Anarghia,  and  that 
every  thing  there  was  as  ufual.  Father  Zampy  caufed 
the  men  to  row  hard,  in  order  to  arrive  early  at  that 
village,  that  we  might  all  land  without  being  feen. 
This  happened  according  to  our  wifhes.  We  went 
to  lodge  with  a  peafant  who  had  the  bed:  accommo- 
dations of  any  in  the  pjace ;  and  as  we  had  many 
chefts,  the  largeil  of  which  was  full  of  books,  fathtr 
Zampy  advifed  me  to  open  it  as  foon  as  we  were  at 
pur  lodgings,  under  the  pretence  of  looking  for  fome- 
thingj  to  prevent  their  imagining  that  thefe  chefts 
were  filled  with  treafures  :  he  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
pofed  my  pretending  to  be  a  religious,  and  that  we 
had  brought  nothing  with  us  but  books.  I  followed 
this  advice.  The  people  of  the  houfc  were  aftoniibed 
at  feeing  fo  large  a  chefl  thus  filled;  and  I  believe 
imagined  that  the  contents  of  the  others  were  the 
ame. 

On  the  9th  of  Odober  a  lay  Theatine,  who  was 
phyficiaii  and  furgeon  to  all  Mingrelia,  came  to  fee 
us.  The  accefs  which  his  art  gave  him  to  the  houfes 
of  the  prince  and  of  all  the  great,  had  raifed  his  va- 
nity. I  received  afid  treated  him  in  a  manner  that 
flattered  his  pride  •,  and  in  return  he  gave  me  a  thou- 
sand afiurandes  of  his  protection  and  afliflance.  Some 
days  after  he  came  to  inform  us  that  the  Abcas  had 
returned  home-,  and  had  carried  off  1200  perfons, 
much  cattle,  and  a  great  booty.  He  then  told  father 
'  ''"■  '  '         -  Zampy 
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Zampy  that  we  might  all  go  to  their  houfe  at  Sipiaj 
and  that  the  prince  and  catholicos  had  ordered  him  to 
tell  me  and  my  comrade,  that  we  were  welcome,  and 
that  they  would  grant  us  men  and  horfcs  to  conduft 
us  into  Georgia.    Upon  receiving  this  agreeable  news 
we  refolved  to  let  out  the  next  day. 

While  we  (laid  at  Anarghia  we  had  no  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  but  had  plenty  of  fowl,  hogs,  and  goats, 
which  my  men  exchanged  for  needles,  thread,  combs, 
and  knives.  We  had  every  thing  very  cheap  ;  and 
this  being  the  time  of  vintage,  we  had  wine  in  plenty, 
and  nothing  was  fcarce  but  bread.  There  was  a 
widow  lady  of  quality  at  Anarghia,  whofe  hufband 
had  been  vizir  to  the  prince,  father  Zampy  con- 
jdu^ted  me  to  her,  and  I  made  her  a  prefent  of  feme 
trifles.  In  order  to  obtain  others,  (he  fent  me  every 
day  a  cake  of  bread  that  weighed  about  half  a  pound, 
with  fomc  other  refrelhments.  Thus  one  day  (he  fent 
a  hog,  another  day  a  cake  of  wax,  another  fome  ho- 
ney, another  a  pheafant ;  and  on  fending  thefe  (he 
always  begged  for  fome  trifles,  as  knives,  fcilTars, 
and  ribbons :  (he  made  me  pay  double  the  price  of 
her  prefents.  One  day  (he  paid  me  a  vilir,  when  (he 
was  extreamly  obliging^  but  made  many  demands. 

Father  Zampy  made  me  pafs  fpr  a  capuchin,  ob- 
ferving,  that  I  (hould  meet  with  fomc  or  that  prder 
in  Georgia.  To  fupport  this  character,  I  drelTed  as 
rneanly  as  pofTible,  and  affeded  poverty  on  all  occa- 
fions.  I  ailed  my  part  well  enough  -,  but  the  condud 
of  my  fervants  prevented  my  impofing  on  the  peo- 
ple :  for  they  broke  all  my  meafures  by  their  cookery, 
and  bought  the  greateft  delicacies,  let  them  cofl:  what 
they  would. 

On  the  1 8  th  the  princefs  of  Mingrelia  came  to  the 
Theatines.  She  was  on  horfeback  attended  by  about 
ten  men  and  eight  women,  very  badly  cloathed,  and 
ill  mounted,  with  feveral  men  on  foot  who  (lood 
^bout  her  horfe.  Father  Zampy  went  immediately 
to  receive  her;   when  (he  told  him,  that  (he  bad 

heard 
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Keard  there  were  fomc  Europeans  in  his  houfe,  who 
had  brought  a  great  quantity  of  baggage  :  that  Ihe 
was  glad  of  it,  and  defired  to  fee  them,  in  order  to 
tell  them  that  they  were  welcome.  I  was  then  in- 
ftantly  called,  and  father  Zampy  told  me,  that  I  muft 
make  her  a  prcfenr,  fince  it  was  the  cuftom  to  pay  in 
fhis  manner  for  the  vifits  of  a  prince  and  pnncefs. 
Being  told  that  I  fpoke  the  Turkifli  and  Perfiaa 
tongues,  Ihe  called  a  flave  who  knew  the  Turkifli, 
and  alked  me  a  thoufand  queftions  about  my  rank, 
and  my  voyage.  I  told  her  that  I  was  a  capuchin. 
She  caufed  me  to  be  alked,  if  I  was  in  love  ?  if  I  had 
ever  been  in  love  ?  how  it  happened  that  I  had  never 
been  in  love  ?  and  how  I  did  to  live  without  a 
woman  ?  She  carried  on  this  converfation  with  great 
vivacity,  and  all  her  retinue  were  very  merry  upon  it : 
but  for  my  part,  I  was  much  dejefted,  and  would 
have  been  glad  of  the  abfence  both  of  the  princeft 
and  her  train ;  whom  I  every  moment  feared  would 
pillage  our  lodgings ;  for  fhe  aflced  three  times  to  fee 
what  I  had  brought  j  but  father  Zampy  promifing  to 
bring  her  the  ufual  prefent  the  next  day,  ftie  departed, 
feeming  well  fatisfied. 

The  next  morning  ftie  fent  to  invite  me  to  dinner. 
She  was  at  a  houfe  only  two  miles  from  ours  ;  but 
did  not  live  with  the  prince,  who  had  a  great  diflike 
to  her,  having  been  forced  to  marry  her.  I  found 
her  better  drefTed  than  the  day  before.  She  was 
painted,  and  feemed  to  endeavour  to  appear  lovely. 
She  was  clothed  in  gold  brocade,  and  had  jewels  in 
her  head-drefs.  She  fat  on  a  carpet,  with  nine  or  ten 
women  by  her  fide  j  and  near  her  were  many  ftiabby 
fellows  half  naked,  who  compofed  her  court.  They 
afked  for  my  prefent  for  the  princefs,  before  they  fuf^ 
fered  me  to  enter.  It  was  brought  by  my  fervant, 
who  delivered  it  to  them,  and  confided  of  ca<bs  of 
knives,  fciflars,  and  other  things  which  coft  about 
20  8.  and  was  worth  above  3  1.  in  Mingrelia.  The 
princefs  was  fatisfied,  and  fufifered  me  to  enter  after 

having 
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having  feen  them.  Near  her  was  a  bench,  on  which 
the  flave  who  fpoke  I'urkiih  defircd  me  to  fit.  She 
firit  told  me,  that  fljc  would  have  me  marry  one  of 
her  friends,  ar^l  that  I  flioiild  not  leave  that  country ; 
for  (lie  would  give  me  houles,  lands,  and  flaves.  But 
a  ftop  war.  put  to  her  difcourfe,  by  one  coming  to 
inform  her  that  dinner  was  ready. 

The  houfe  in  which  ihe  lived  v/as  in  the  midft  of 
five  others,  Ciich  at  loo  paces  diltance.  Before  one 
of  them  was  a  raifed  place  built  with  wood  i8  inches 
high,  over  which  was  a  fmall  dome.  Here  a  carpet 
being  fpread,  the  princefs  feated  herfelf  upon  it,  as 
did  her  women  at  four  paces  diltance  on  other  carpets. 
The  Ihabby  wretches  who  coi:Tpofcd  her  court,  and 
were  about  ^o  in  number,  feated  themfelves  round 
on  the  grafs.  There  were  two  benches  near  the  place 
railed  for  the  princefs,  one  of  which  fervcd  the 
Theatincs  and  me  for  a  feat,  and  the  other  for  a  table. 
When  the  princefs  was  feated,  a  long  painted  cloth 
was  laid  before  her,  and  at  one  end  of  it  was  placed 
two  large  and  two  fmall  flagons,  four  plates,  and 
eight  cups  of  different  fizes,  with  a  filver  bafon,  ewer, 
and  fkimmer.  Other  fervants  at  the  fame  time  laid 
boards  before  thofe  who  were  feated,  to  ferve  as 
tables ;  and  one  was  alfu  put  before  the  women. 
This  being  done,  two  kettles  were  brought  in  and 
placed  in  the  middle  :  one  of  them,  which  was  very 
large,  was  carried  by  four  men,  and  was  full  of  com- 
mon gomm:  the  other,  which  was  fmaller,  was 
brought  in  by  two,  and  was  full  of  white  gomm. 
This  gomm  was  a  kind  of  pafte,  of  which  the  Min- 
grelians  make  the  fame  ufe  as  we  do  of  bread.  Two 
other  men  brought  in  upon  a  kind  of  bier,  a  hog 
boiled  whole  ♦,  and  four  others  entered  with  a  large 
pitcher  of  wine.  The  princefs  was  ferved  firft  ;  then 
her  women,  then  us,  and  afterward  her  attendants. 
The  princefs  was  alio  ferved  with  a  wooden  bowl  of 
gomm,  and  fome  herbs,  and  with  a  filver  dilh,  in 
which  were  two  fowls,  one  boiled,  and  the  other 
'/.a  ■     -  '  roaHed; 
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roaftcd  •,  but  both  of  them  had  very  (liragrecable 
lliuce.  The  princefs  fent  me  a  part  of  the  bread  and 
fallad,  and  caufed  me  to  be  told,  that  I  fhould  (tay 
i\ipper,  and  that  flie  would  kill  an  ox  •,  but  this  was 
mere  compliment.  A  little  after  fhc  fent  mc  iw» 
pieces  of  fowl,  and  aiked  with  a  loud  voice,  why- 
there  never  came  into  Mingrelia  any  of  the  Europear* 
artificers  who- work  fo  well  in  metals,  filk,  and  wool» 
and  why  there  only  came  monks  who  had  no  bufinef* 
there,  and  whom  they  did  not  want  ?  It  is  cafy  to 
gucfs  at  the  confufion  into  which  this  queftion  muft 
throw  the  poor  Theatines  who  v/ere  prcfent.  I  an- 
fwercd,  that  the  artificers  of  Europe  laboured  only 
for  gain,  and  having  employment  enough  there,  had 
no  inclination  to  go  farther  •,  but  that  the  religious 
having  in  view  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
fouls,  thefe  great  concerns  induced  them  to  leave  their 
country,  and  travel  fo  far. 

The  repaft  lafted  about  two  hours.  When  it  was 
half  ended,  the  princefs  fent  me  a  cup  of  wine,  and 
taufed  me  to  be  told,  that  it  was  the  wine  fiie  herfelf 
ufed,  and  the  cup  out  of  which  flie  drank.  Three 
times  (he  did  me  this  honour,  and  was  much  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  me  mix  water  with  my  wine,  faying,  fhe 
had  never  feen  that  done  before.  Indeed,  fhe  and 
her  women  drank  it  unmixed  in  great  quantities. 
Dinner  being  ended,  (he  fent  to  enquire  if  I  had 
brought  any  fpices  or  china-ware  -,  flie  alfo  aflced  mc 
for  a  variety  of  things ;  and  finding  that  1  had  none 
to  give  her,  Ihe  at  laft  grew  angry,  and  faid  fhc 
would  (end  to  examine  my  goods :  but  though  I  was 
much  frighted,  I  anfwered,  flie  might  do  it  whenever 
ihe  pleafed  :  to  which  flie  replied,  that  flie  was  only 
in  jeft.  However,  as  foon  as  we  rofe  from  table,  I 
entreated  one  of  the  Theatines  who  had  accompanied 
me,  to  make  all  poflTible  hafte  to  my  comrade,  and 
tell  him  what  the  princefs  faid,  in  order  that  he  might 
prepare  for  all  events.  After  dinner  flie  again  fpoke 
of  the  marriage,  and  faid  fl^  would  foon  fliew  me  the 

woman 


.  s 


^So    CHARDIN's  TRAVELS  through 

woman  (he  would  give  me :  but  I  replied  as  before^ 
that  monks  never  marry,  and  was  going  to  take  my 
leave  5  when  unhappily,  fhe  perceived  under  the  mean 
frock  I  wore,  that  I  had  whiter  and  finer  linen  than 
what  they  had  in  Mingrelia.  She  came  up  to  me, 
took  me  by  the  hand,  pulled  up  my  fleeve  to  my 
elbow,  and  held  me  forfome  time  by  the  arm,  talking 
all  the  while  in  a  low  voice  to  her  women.  I  was 
cxtreamly  embarrafled,  and  what  gave  me  moft  pain 
was,  my  not  knowing  what  fhe  faid,  though  I  could 
perceive  by  her  geftures,  that  Ihe  was  talking  earneftly 
about  me.  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  behave  in  public  to 
a  woman  who  had  at  the  fame  time  the  title  of  fove- 
reign,  and  the  impudence  of  a  proftitute.  But  fhe 
foon  threw  me  into  a  greater  confternation  -,  for  going 
up  to  father  Zampy,  Ihe  faid,  you  bot!i  deceive  me : 
you  (hall  come  again  on  Sunday  morning,  and  this 
ftranger  fhall  fay  mafs.  The  father  was  going  to 
reply  •,  but  the  princefs  turned  her  back,  and  bid  us 
go  home. 

I  returned  to  our  lodging  very  fad  and  penfive. 
The  princefs*s  avarice  made  me  apprehend  (he  would 
do  me  fome  ill  turn ;  and  father  Zampy  told  me,  that 
he  was  infallibly  certain  of  it.  1  therefore  the  fame 
night  caufed  a  pit  five  feet  deep  to  be  dug  in  his 
apartment,  in  which  I  put  a  cheft  that  contained  a 
clock,  and  a  box  of  coral :  this  was  fo  well  buried, 
that  there  was  not  left  the  lead  fign  of  the  ground 
having  been  opened.  1  then  went  into  the  church 
with  the  fame  defign,  when  father  Zampy  advifed  me 
to  open  the  grave  of  a  Theatine  who  had  been  buried 
fix  years  before,  and  to  depofite  among  his  afhes  a 
fniall  cafket  I  was  willing  to  conceal :  out  happily  I 
chofe  to  bury  this  cafket,  in  which  was  12,000  gold 
ducats,  in  a  corner  of  the  church  behind  the  door^ 
for  which  purpofe  I  made  a  deep  pit  like  the  former. 
1  afterward  concealed  in  the  roof  over  the  chamber 
where  I  lodged,  a  fabre  and  a  poinard  fet  with  pre- 
cious ilones.  My  comrade  and  I  kept  about  us  what 
i    .      ,      7  '      ':  ■   ■  was 
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was  of  the  lead  weight  and  the  greateft  value  -,  and 
fuch  things  as  were  not  worth  a  great  deal,  we  gave 
the  Theatines  to  keep  for  us. 

On  the  23d  after  dinner,  a  perfon  came  in  to  in- 
form father  Zampy  that  there  were  two  gentlemen  at 
the  door  who  alked  for  him.  Thefe  gentlemen,  who 
were  neighbours,  were  on  horfeback,  and  had  with 
them  go  men,  horfe  and  foot,  well  armed.  My 
comrade  and  I  were  immediately  called.  I  could  not 
penetrate  into  their  defign  •,  but  I  knew  it  too  loon  ♦, 
for  on  our  coming  up  to  them,  they  caufed  us  to  be 
feized  and  tied  by  their  men ;  telling  the  prefed,  and 
the  other  Theatines  who  came  to  falute  them,  that  if 
they  ftirred,  they  would  kill  them.  The  prefecl 
being  feized  with  fear  fled.  The  others,  however, 
would  not  leave  us  •,  and  the  lay-brother  not  only 
made  ufe  of  all  his  intereft  in  our  behalf;  but  though 
a  fword  was  held  up  to  his  neck,  he  would  not  aban- 
don us.  Our  fervants  were  immediately  feized,  and 
one  of  them  making  refiftance,  and  defending  him- 
felf  with  a  knife,  was  thrown  down,  and  tied  to  a 
tree.  They  then  declared,  that'  they  would  fee  what 
treafures  we  had.  To  which  I  replied,  that  they 
miift  do  as  they  pleafed;  we  were  poor  capuchins, 
and  all  our  wealth  confifted  in  books,  papers,  and  a 
few  ordinary  goods,  which,  if  they  would  offer  us 
no  violence,  we  would  fl-iew  them.  This  anfwer 
fucceeded  •,  they  untied  me,  and  bid  me  open  my 
chamber-door. 

We  had  kept  about  us,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
our  moft  precious  jewels :  my  comrade  had  fevved  his 
in  the  neck  of  a  clofe  coat  Tned  with  fur ;  but  I  had 
made  mine  up  into  two  fmall  packets,  which  I  had 
hid  in  my  cheft  among  my  books  -,  not  daring  to  carry 
them  about  me  for  fear  of  being  robbed  or  afTafilnated 
on  their  account.  I  therefore  defired  my  comrade 
and  the  lay- brother  to  take  the  two  gentlemen  afide, 
and  to  ".mufe  them  by  offering  a  little  money,  in 
order  to  give  me  time  to  take  the  two  valuable  packets 
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out  of  nly  cheft,  and  to  conceal  them  ift  another  place; 
They  did  fo  :  I  entered  my  chamber,  and  fhnt  myfelf 
in.  The  gentlemen  fufpeded  tny  dclign,^  and  went 
to  the  door,  which  I  had  fattened  on  the  infide :  when 
my  comrade  bid  me,  in  a  low  voice,  be  cfh  my  guard, 
as  they  watched  me  through  the  cracks.  This  made 
me  fnatch  the  two  packets  out  of  the  thatch  in  which 
I  had  already  concealed  them,  for  frrr  they  had  feen 
me  put  them  there.  I  then  put  then:  in  my  pocket, 
and  feeing  that  the  villains  were  breaking  open  the 
door,  I  threw  myfelf  out  of  the  window  into  the 
garden.  In  a  lefs  preffing  neceffity  I  would  not  have 
made  that  leap  on  any  confidera.tion ;  but  a  mind 
feized  with  fear,  dreads  nothing  but  the  firft  objeft 
of  its  apprehenfions.  I  ran  to  the  bottom  of  the 
garden,  and  threw  the  two  packets  into  a  thicket  of 
briars  -,  but  was  in  fuch  confufion,  that  I  did  not  with 
fufficient  care  obferve  the  place  where  I  put  them. 

I  immediately  returned  to  my  chamber,  which  I 
found  full  of  thefc  robbers,  fome  of  whom  were 
ftruggling  with  my  companion,  while  others  were 
beating  with  their  weapons  on  my  chefts,  to  break 
them  open.  Knowing  that  there  was  now  nothing 
in  them  of  great  value,  I  took  courage,  and  bid  them 
take  care  what  they  did,  as  I  was  fent  for  by  the  king 
of  Perfia ;  and  that  the  prince  of  Georgia  would  take 
a  fevere  revenge  for  the  violence  that  was  offered  me. 
I  then  fhewed  the  king  of  Perfia*s  pafTport,  which 
one  of  the  gentlemen  took,  and  was  going  to  tear  it, 
faying,  he  neither  feared  nor  valued  any  man  upon 
earth  -,  but  the  other  flopped  him  •,  for  the  writing  in 
gold,  and  the  gilt  feal,  infpired  him  with  refped. 
He,  however,  bid  me  open  my  chefls,  and  faid  that 
no  harm  fhould  be  done  me  j  but  if  I  made  any 
farther  reliflance,  they  would  fever  my  head  from 
my  body.  I  began  to  reply  inflead  of  (hewing  my 
obedience ;  but  this  had  like  to  have  coft  me  dear; 
fot  one  of  the  foldiers  drew  his  fword,  and  was  aiming 
it  at  my  head,  when  the  lay-brother  Hopped  his  arm. 
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I  now  immediately  opened  the  chefts  -,  they  began  to 
plunder  them,  and  every  thing  that  pieafed  thefe 
gentlemen  was  taken  away. 

During  the  time  this  pillage  lafted,  I  leaned  againft 
a  window,  and  turning  my  eyes  away  from  thefe 
wretches,  that  I  might  not  encreafe  my  grief  by  be- 
holding them,  I  call  a  look  into  the  garden,  and 
there  perceived  two  foldiers  removing  the  brambles, 
juft  where  I  fuppofed  I  had  concealed  my  two 
packets  of  jewels.  I  ran  in  a  rage  to  the  place,  fol- 
lowed by  one  of  the  Theatine  fathers ;  but  the  fol- 
diers, 1  knew  not  why,  retired  as  foon  as  they  faw  us 
toming  toward  them.  I  inftantly  fought  for  my  two 
packets ;  but  the  confufion  I  was  in  prevented  my 
knowing  the  place  where  I  had  put  them ;  and  my 
not  finding  them,  made  me  certain  that  they  had  dif- 
covered  and  taken  them  away.  The  reader  may 
judge  from  the  value  of  thefe  packets,  which 
amounted  to  25,000  crowns,  of  the  confternation 
with  which  I  was  feized.  In  the  mean  while  my 
comrade  and  the  lay-brother  calling  me  as  loud  as 
they  were  able,  I  left  the  garden,  and  ran  into  the 
chamber.  On  my  entering  it,  I  was  feized  by  two 
foldiers  who  dragged  me  into  a  corner^  and  took 
every  thing  they  found  in  my  pockets,  which  was  of 
no  great  value.  They  then  feized  my  hands,  and 
attempted  to  tie  them.  I  cried  out — I  refilled — I 
made  figns  that  they  fhould  lead  me  to  their  mafter. 
—I  caufed  the  chief  of  the  villains  to  be  told,  that 
they  need  not  tie  me,  either  to  carry  me  away,  or  to 
kill  me  i  for  I  was  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  whatever 
they  did  with  me.  They  replied,  that  fmce  we  were 
ambaffadors,  they  would  take  me  to  their  prince.  I 
let  them  know,  that  we  would  go  without  being  tied, 
and  that  we  hoped  he  would  do  us  juftice,  as  we  had 
letters  to  him,  to  which  he  would  certainly  (hew 
rdpedt.  It  was  late,  the  night  approached,  and  the 
prince's  cattle  was  at  J5  miles  diftance  ;  they  there- 
tore  releafed  us,  and  only  took  the  lervant  who  had 
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been, tied  to  a  tree*,  and  whofc  liberty  I  procured  » 
fortnight  after  for  ten  piafters. 

As  foon  as  I  was  out  of  the  hands  of  thefe  robbers, 
1  went  into  the  garden.     The  prieft  who  had  fol- 
lowed  me  when  1  went  to  fetch  the  two  packets  of 
jewels  I  had  concealed,  told  every  body  in  the  houfe 
of  the  misfortune  I  believed  I  had  fuffered  j  and  no- 
body doubted  but  that  thefe  foldiers  having  obferved 
me,  had  foHowed  and  taken  what  I  had  concealed 
among  the  brambles.     Allaverdy,  one  of  our  Arme- 
nian valets,  followed  me,  and  to  my  great  aftonifh- 
ment  threw  his  arms  about  my  neck,,  with  his  face 
bathed  in  tears.     Sir,  faid  he,  we  are  ruined.    Fear 
and  the  common  misfortune   have  made  us  forget 
what  we  all  are.     I  was  at  firft  fo  furprifed,  that  I 
took  him  for  fome  Mingrelian  who  was  going  to 
ftrangle  me  •,  and  when  I  knew  him,  I  was  moved  by 
his  tendcrnefs.     Sir,  iaid  he,  have  you  made  a  tho- 
rough fearch  ?  1  have  fcarched  lb  much,  cried  I,  that 
'  1  am  quite  fure  of  my  misfortune.    He  was  not  con- 
tented with  this ;    he  would  have  me  fhew  him  the 
place,  and  the  manner  ifi  which  I  conjcealed  them.  I 
'-:  did  fo  merely  out  of  complaifance  for  the  p'bor  youth 
who  fhewed.fuch  affe6tion  j  but  was  fo  fully  perfuaded 
'  that  he  would  lofe  his  labour,  that  I  would  not  affift 
him.     It  was  now  night,  and  I  was  fo  uneafy  that  I 
[  knew  not  what  I  did ;  but  at  lengthy  to  my  great 
j^ftonilhment,  Allaverdy  came  again  to  carefs  me,  and 
gave  me  the  two  packets,  which  he  pulled  out  ot' his 
bofpm.     I  could  not,  help  imagining,  that  the  finger 
of  heavfen  was  in  this  ;  and  believing  now  that  I  was 
the  care  of  the  Almighty,  I  became  confident  of  the 
divine  affiftance,  and  entertained  thofe  hopes  of  de- 
liverance, that  have  evei?  fmse  fupported  mc  under 
all  my  diftrefles. 

I  now  went  to  my  chamber,^  and  told  my  comrade 
of  my  fuccefs.  I  found  him  putting  our  things  ia 
order.  What  they  had  taken  con  lifted  of  deaths^ 
linen,  arms,  brafs  vcflels,:  and  other  things  of  fmall 

.      .  value, 


MlNGkELIA  into  PERSIA.      355 

Value,  which  did  not  amount  to  400  crowns  -,  and  wd 
agreed  to  conceal  the  recovery  of  my  two  packets 
from  the  Theatincs,  that  they  might  think  we  had 
little  elfe  to  lofe. 

The  next  morning  the  prefefb  of  the  Theatines^ 
and  the  lay-brother,  went  with  me  to  the  prince,  and 
the  catholicos,  or  chief  prieft,  to  demand  juftice  j  but 
neither  of  them  could  give  us  any  fatisfaftion.  The 
prince  obferved,  thstt  while  the  war  lafted,  he  had  but 
little  authority  over  the  nobility  -,  but  at  another  time 
he  would  have  done  his  utmoft  to  recover  what  we 
had  loft.  The  catholicosj  to  whom  we  gave  a  cafe  of 
fllver  hafted  knives  and  forks,  talked  in  the  farhc 
manner,  and  endeavoured  to  comfort  us.  They, 
however,  each  of  them  appointed  a  gentlematl  to  go 
tti  their  parts  to  demand  what  had  been  taken^  from 
US',  but  their  endeavours  to  find  the  robbers  were 
ineffectual.  From  them  we  learnt  that  the  princefs 
was  concerned  in  the  robbery,  and  had  a  third  part 
of  the  fpoils  ;  and  that  the  lurks  had  entered  Min- 
grelia,  and  were  laying  wafte  all  the  country  through 
which  they  paffed  with  fire  and  fword. 

1  was  now  in  fo  refigned  a  difpofition,  that  this 
news  did  not  much  move  me  :  the  Theatines,  how- 
tver,  were  filled  with  terror,  and  both  they  and  we 
prepared  for  flight.  At  midnight  we  heard  the  re- 
port of  two  great  guns,  fired  from  the  fortrefs  of 
Rucks,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
At  this  fignal  every  body  began  to  fly  -,  arid  at  break 
of  day  we  ourfelves  fet  out.  1  left  every  thing  that 
had  been  buried,  and  concealed  in  the  roof  and  other 
places,  thinking  them  much  fafer  than  what  we  took 
with  us.  The  Theatines  Iiad  no  other  carriage  but 
one  cart  drawn  by  bullocks,  and  two  horfes.  In  the 
cart  was  carried  the  baggage  •,  the  lay  broth;  r 
rt]ounted  one  of  the  horfes,  and  my  comrade,  who 
Was  fick,  rode  the  other,  while  two  Tlieatine  friars 
arid  I  followed  on  foot,  accompanied  by  all  the  flaves 
and  fervarits.     One  of  the  friars  (laid  alone  to  guard 
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the  houfe,  in  which  were  a  thoufand  things  that  we 
could  not  take  away  for  want  of  carriages.  I  left  my 
books,  moft  of  my  papers,  and  my  mathematical  in- 
ftruments,  imagining  that  neither  the  Turks,  nor  the 
Mingrelians  would  take  the  trouble  to  remove  them. 
The  wars  there  confiding  chiefly  in  chafing  and  plun- 
dering, the  enemy  foon  retires.  For  this  reafon  they 
always  leave  a  perfon  or  two  at  each  houfe,  to  pre- 
vent the  neighbours  ftealing  the  corn,  wine,  and 
other  things  that  could  not  be  carried  away.  Thefe 
men  are  feldom  furprifed  by  the  enemy,  becaufe  they 
are  always  upon  the  watch,  and  take  care  to  efcape 
into  the  woods,  which  are  not  only  near,  but  thick, 
and  proper  for  concealment. 

The  place  to  which  we  retired  was  a  fortrefs  in  the 
woods,  like  thofe  1  have  already  defcribed.  The  lord 
of  the  place,  who  was  called  Sabatar,  was  a  Georgian, 
who  had  been  a  Mahometan,  and  had  turned  Chrif- 
tian.  We  arrived  at  his  caftle,  after  having  pro* 
ceeded  five  leagues  through  the  dirt  and  mire,  in 
which  the  cart  was  continually  flicking  faft  •,  fo  that 
it  was  obliged  to  be  unloaded  and  loaded  20  times. 
Mean  while  we  were  in  continual  danger  of  being 
robbed  and  murdered.  We  met  with  a  favourable 
reception  ;  and  the  Theatines  telling  the  lord  Sabatar 
that  I  would  repay  the  obligations  he  fliould  confer 
on  us,  he  lodged  us  in  a  bakehoufe,  a  little  mean 
hut,  in  which  we  were  ftieltered,  but  little  better  than 
if  we  had  been  in  the  open  court,  for  the  rain  poured 
in  on  all  fides.  Our  having  it  was  however  a  great 
favour,  as  it  prevented  our  being  mingled  with  a 
multitude  of  miferable  objcds.  The  fonrefs  was  fuU 
of  people  before  we  arrived,  and  contained  80D  per- 
fons,  almoft  all  of  whom  were  women  and  children. 

On  the  27th,  the  prefed  of  the  Theatines  left  us 
to  go  to  the  houfe  for  fome  veflels  and  provifions  we 
had  left  behind.  I  defigned  to  have  accompanied 
him  •,  but  he  fet  out  two  hours  before  day.  On  en- 
tering the  hgufe,  he  found  it  full  of  rangers  belong- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  BafTa,  and  the  prince  of  Giiriel,  who  beat 
him  with  their  ftaves,  and  infilled  on  his  opening  the 
church,  faying,  he  had  concealed  there  all  the  trea- 
fure  i  but  the  prefedl  had  caft  the  key  among  the 
brambles,  immediately  on  his  perceiving  them  ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  ill  treatment  he  received,  he  re- 
fufed  to  tell  where  it  was.  At  length,  dripping  him 
of  part  of  his  cloaths,  and  taking  out  of  the  houfe 
only  fuch  things  as  were  light  and  of  little  value,  they 
went  away,  without  touching  either  my  books  or  my  • 
papers.  However,  on  the  29th,  a  gentleman  of 
Mingrelia,  with  30  of  his  men,  went  thither  in  the 
night,  and  uncovered  almoft  all  the  roof  of  my  cham- 
ber, with  the  hopes  of  finding  fomething,  I  might 
have  concealed.  He  carried  otF  all  the  chefts  that 
had  been  left,  and  my  more  cumberfome  moveables  : 
in  Ihort,  every  thing  which  the  Turks  had  left,  ex- 
cept what  was  of  great  value,  which  he  happily  did 
not  difcover.  This  rapacious  wretch  having  no  light, 
made  a  fire  with  my  papers  and  books ;  tearing  off 
the  covers  becaufe  they  were  finely  gilt :  for  I  had 
caufed  my  beft  books  to  be  curioufly  bound  before  I 
left  Paris,  and  this  villain  did  not  leave  me  one. 

On  the  30th  in  the  morning,  1  with  the  deepefl: 
concern,  learnt  thefe  particulars.  We  began  to  be 
in  want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  :  my  fervants  were 
reduced  to  defpair,  and  we  had  nothing  before  our 
eyes,  ^ut  the  profpeft  of  death  or  flavery.  This 
made  me  refolve  to  hazard  every  thing  in  order  to 
leave  Mingrelia  while  I  had  ftrength  to  do  it. 
I  cauied  guides  to  be  every  where  fought  for  :  I  pro- 
mifed,  I  entreated,  I  made  prefents,  but  none  would 
condufl  me.  They  told  me  that  men  in  arms  pof- 
fefled  all  the  pafTes  of  Imeretra,  between  Mingrelia 
and  Georgia,  and  that  it  would  be  the  greatell  folly 
to  go  thither,  fince  we  fhould  all  be  certainly  made 
flaves.  I  then  propoled  to  make  the  tour  of  mount 
Caucafus,  or  to  proceed  along  the  fea  fhore  :  but  no-' 
body  would  condud  me  :    for  it  can  fcarcely  be  con- 
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ceived  how  afraid  the  Mingrelians  are  of  death  5  no 
reward  can  induce  them  to  undergo  the  leaft  danger. 

Sabatar,  to  whom  the  fortrefs  belonged,  had  now 
fubmitted  to  the  Turks,  and  was  not  only  to  enjoy  all 
his  lands,  but  to  have  a  Turkifh  guard  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  his  caftle  :  for  which  he  was  tO  pay  25  flaves, 
and  800  crowns,  which  he  was  refolved  to  raife 
among  thofe  to  whom  he  had  granted  his  prote(ftion. 
From  every  family  that  had  four  children,  he  took 
one ;  and  it  was  the  moft  dreadful  fight  in  the  world, 
to  fee  them  torn  from  the  arms  of  their  mothers, 
tied  two  and  two,  and  led  '.o  the  Turks.  I  was  taxed 
at  20  crowns.  ^       ,  .     ,  >. 

At  length  J  was  conftrained  to  take  the  refolution 
to  go  by  Tea,  that  is  to  take  a  compafs  of  70  leagues : 
for  that  purpofe  I  went  to  Anarghia,  a  village  and 
fniall  port,  already  defcribed,  and  having  found  there 
a  Turkilh  felucca,  I  freighted  her  for  Gonia,  and 
returned  to  thp  houfe  of  the  Theatines,  to  prepare  for 
the  voyage. 

I  left  the  caftle  on  the  loth  of  November,  early  in 
the  morning,  having  agreed  with  my  comrade  on  the 
methods  I  fhould  take,  in  order  to  deliver  him  out 
of  Mingrelia,  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  give  me  a 
happy  voyage.  I  took  with  me  100,000  livres  in 
precious ftones,  and  800 piftoles  in  gold-,  with  apart 
of  the  baggage  that  remained. '  The  jewels  were  con- 
cealed in  a  faddle  made  in  Europe  for  that  purpofe, 
and  in  a  pillow.  I  took  one  of  our  fervants  with  me, 
the  fame  whom  I  had  redeemed  from  flavery,  who 
was  a  wicked  drunken  fellow,  and  whom  it  was  not 
fafe  to  leave  in  Mingrelia.  Father  Zampy  accom- 
panied me,  as  he  had  always  done-,  and  the  lay- 
brother  ajfo  went  with  me  to  Anarghia.  The  prefedl 
and  I  walked,  becaufe  we  could  only  hire  one  horfe, 
on  which  was  placed  my  baggage  and  my  valet ;  but 
the  lay-brother  rode  on  horfeback,  he  having  a  horfe 
of  his  own.     I  cannot  exprefsthe  fatigue  we  endured 

in  the  two  days  we  were  upon  the  road  j  for  it  rained 
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very  hard,  and  we  were  obliged  to  wade  through  the 
mud,  in  which  I  commonly  funk  above  the  knees. 
On  the  night  of  the  fecond  day  wc  arrived  at 
Anarghia,  foakcd  through  with  rain. 

On  the  19th,  Father  Zampy  received  advice,  that 
the  night  before,  the  church  had  been  broke  open, 
and  nothing  left  but  the  bare  walls :  the  tomb  had 
been  opened,  and  every  thing  taken  out,  which  the 
poor  Thcatine  who  had  been  left  in  the  houfe,  had 
buried  in  it.  It  is  eafy  to  imagine  the  apprehenfions 
with  which  I  was  feized  at  receiving  this  news ;  I 
having  left  above  7000  pif^'^les  buried  in  the  church. 
I  immediately  difpatched  a  mcflenger  with  a  letter  to 
my  comrade,  who  wrote  me  word  that  they  had  not 
touched  our  money,  and  that  every  thing  we  had 
buried  was  iafe.  This  news  revived  my  courage, 
and  I  went  to  haften  the  Turks,  of  whom  I  had 
hired  the  felucca. 

While  I  ftaid  at  Anarghia  I  was  invited  to  two 
chriftenings,  which  were  performed  in  the  following 
manner :  The  prieft  being  fent  for  at  about  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  went  into  the  buttery  where  they 
keep  the  wine,  and  fitting  down  on  a  bench,  began 
to  read  an  half  torn  odavo  volume,  running  on  very 
fall  in  a  low  voice,  and  in  fo  carelefs  a  manner,  that 
he  did  not  feem  to  regard  what  he  was  doing.  Ijj 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  father  and  godfather 
brought  in  a  boy  about  five  years  old  •,  and  the  god- 
father having  fixed  up  a  fmall  candle  againft  the  cabin 
door,  fcattercd  a  few  grains  of  incenfe  upon  a  fe^jr 
embers.  The  prieft  ftill  continued  reading  in  the 
fame  carelefs  manner,  breaking  off  to  fpeak  to  every 
body  that  came  in  :  the  father  and  godfather  all  the 
time  walking  in  and  out  •,  and  the  little  boy  did  no- 
thing but  eat.  In  about  an  hour's  time  a  bucket  full 
of  warm  water  was  got  ready ;  and  the  prieft  having 
poured  into  it  a  fpoonful  of  the  oil  of  walnuts,  bid  the 
godfather  undrefs  the  child ;  which  being  done,  he 
svasfet  on  his  feet  in»  the  water,  and  the  godfather 

A  a  4  walhed 
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walhcd  his  whole  body  very  well.  The  prieft  then 
took  out  of  a  leather  purfe,  which  hung  at  his  girdle, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  the  oil  of  un<^ion,  and  giving  it 
to  the  godfather,  he  anointed  the  child  on  the  crowh 
of  the  he^d,  the  tars,  the  forehead,  the  nofe,  the 
cheeks,  the  chin,  the  fhoulders,  the  elbows,  the 
back,  the  belly,  the  knees,  and  the  feet  -,  while  the 
prielt  continued  reading  till  the  godfather  had  dreiTed 
the  child :  when  the  ^ther  bringing  in  boiled  pork 
and  wine,  they  fet  down  to  table,  with  the  family  and 
the  guefts,  and  foon  got  drunk. 

All  the  other  ads  of  religion  are  celebrated  with 
the  fame  irreverence.  One  day  as  I  was  going  by  a 
^hurch)  the  priell  who  was  faying  mafs  heard  me  afk 
^he  way  of  fome  people  who  were  Handing  at  the  door, 
and  cried  out  from  the  altar.  Stay  and  Vl\  (hew  you. 
A  moment  after  he  came  to  the  door,  muttering  the 
mafs  as  he  walked ;  then  having  afked,  where  we 
came,  and  whither  we  were  going,  he  civilly  (hewed 
us  the  way,  and  returned  to  the  altar. 

On  the  27th  of  November  I  left  Anarghia,  and 
after  a^  hour's  failing  reached  the  fea ;  for  the  river 
Langur  is  very  rapid,  and  ^ye  proceeded  with  great 
fwiftnefs  down  the  ftream. 

The  Euxine  or  Blapk  Sea  is  200  leagues  in  length, 
nearly  from  eaft  to  weft ;  and  its  greateft  breadth 
from  the  Bofphorus  to  the  Bori(thenes  is  about  three 
degrees :  but  the  oppofite  end  is  not  half  fo  broad. 
The  water  of  this  fea  appears  neither  fo  clear,  lb 
green,  nor  fo  fait  as  the  ocean,  which  probably  arifes 
from  the  great  rivers  that  difcharge  themfelves  into 
it.  It  did  not  receive  its  name  from  the  colour  of  the 
water,  but  from  the  tempefts,  which  are  faid  to  be 
therg  more  frequent  and  more  furious  than  in  other 
feas:  hence  the  Greeks  ga^e  it  the  name  of  Axin, 
which  fignifies  in  tradable,  and  the  Turks  ihat  of  Cara 
Penguis,  or  the  Stormy  Sea  j  for  cara,  which  pro- 
perly means  black,  alfo  fignifies  ftormy. 
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On  the  2Qth  we  reached  the  river  Phafis,  and  pro- 
ceeded a  mile  up  it,  to  fome  houfes  where  the  mailer 
of  the  felucca  landed,  and  put  fome  goods  on  fhore. 
The  river  Phafis  has  its  fource  in  mount  Caucafus, 
and  is  now  called  by  the  people  of  the  country  the 
Rione.  It  is  conBned  within  a  narrow  bed,  and  runs 
with  great  rapidity.  I  fought  for  the  great  city  of 
Sebada,  which  geographers  have  placed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Phafis  -,  but  the  ruins  of  that  city,  like  thofe  of 
Colchis,  have  no  traces  of  them  left.  All  that  I 
obferved  to  have  any  conformity  with  what  the 
ancients  have  written  of  this  part  of  the  Black  Sea  is, 
that  it  abounds  with  pheafants.  This  river  feparates 
Mingrelia  from  the  principality  of  Guriel,  and  the 
little  kingdom  of  Imeretta. 

On  the  30th  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  Gonia, 
about  40  miles  from  the  Phafis.  Our  felucca  no 
fooner  came  to  land  than  my  valet  leaped  afhore, 
kilTed  the  earth,  and  Ihewed  the  moft  extravagant 
and  frantic  figns  of  joy  ;  and  then  entering  the  caftle, 
left  me  at  a  time  when  I  moft  wanted  him.  Soon 
after  the  cuftomhoufe  officer  and  the  lieutenant- 
governor  came  to  fee  my  things  landed,  and  to  receive 
the  duty.  They  inftantly  let  me  know  that  they  were 
informed  of  my  being'  an  European,  and  of  all  the 
misfortunes  that  had  happened  to  me  in  Mingrelia. 
This  furprifed  me  j  and  I  found  I  was  betrayed  by  my 
rafcal  of  a  valet.  The  officer  of  the  cuftoms  afked 
me  fever^l  queftions,  and  gave  orders  for  examining 
my  goods  }  but  they  could  find  nothing  I  wanted  to 
conceal.  My  faddle,  however,  weighed  very  heavy, 
and  this  rendered  it  fgfpe<^ed*,  elpecially  as  the 
Turkifli  faddles  are  e;ctreamly  light.  It  was  examined 
?nd  handled  on  all  fides ;  but  being  able  to  find  no- 
thing within  it  befide  hair  and  wadding,  they  laid  it 
down. 

Of  the  800  piftoles  I  had  brouf/m,  I  carried  half 
of  them  about  me,  and  the  othe:  ha!f  in  a  wallet, 
^aliened  with  a  padlock,  with  fome  things,  which, 

though 
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though  of  fmall  value,  I  knew  the  Turks  would  feize 
if  they  fa w  them.     The  cuftom-houfc  officer  and  his 

janizaries  being  told  of  this  wallet,  ordered  me  to 
open  it,  on  which  I  told  them  that  I  would  freely  do 
it  in  the  houfe ;  but  not  on  the  fca-lhore  before  fo 
many  men.  On  which  the  officer  of  the  cuftoms 
took  me  home  with  him  to  his  houfe,  and  the  lieute- 
nant governor  went  with  us.  The  latter  made  me 
pay  the  value  of  one  fer  cent,  on  my  goods,  and  the 
other  five.  The  cuftom-houfe  officer  likewife  took 
22  piftoles  in  gold,  and  everything  he  liked  that  was 
found  in  my  wallet :  among  the  reft  he  got  from  me 
a  pair  of  piftols  ;  which  were  the  only  arms  I  had : 
he,  however,  paid  me  for  them,  but  gave  me  no 
more  than  half  their  value.  After  this  rapacious 
behaviour  he  invited  me  to  lodge  with  him  ^  but  I 
could  not  help  expreffing  my  aftonifhment,  that  he 
who  had  unjuftly  made  me  pay  a  duty  for  the  gold 
and  filver  I  brought,  fhould  immediately  afllime  the 
mafk  of  friendfhip  :  but  he  vindicated  what  he  had 
done,  renewed  his  invitation,  and  even  promifed  to 
fupply  me  with  a  guard  to  protcdt  my  baggage,  and 
condudt  me  over  the  mountains.  But  though  he 
renewed  his  entreaties,  anc,  as  I  afterward  found, 
really  meant  me  well,  yet  I  was  afraid  of  accepting 
his  invitations,  for  fear  he  ihould  take  that  opportu- 
nity of  caufing  my  faddle  and  my  cloaths  to  be  more 
narrowly  examined. 

It  was  almoft  night  when  I  left  this  officer  of  the 
cuftoms,  who  was  alfo  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Gonia.  My  valet  had  carried  my  baggage  to  the 
jplace  where  the  men  who  came  with  us  lodged. 
This  was  a  wretched  cottage,  which  admitted  the 
air  on  all  fides,  and  was  as  dirty  and  ftinking  as  pof- 
ilble.  1  then  received  many  compliments  of  con- 
dolence,   if  I  may  ule  the  term,  for  all  the  men 

.  appeared  forry  for  my  lols,  and  blamed  me  for  not 
letting  them  keep  the  wallet  for  me  -,  their  goods  pay- 
ing no  duty.     While  I  was  catiftg  a  piece  of  a  bif- 

"■'",  cuit, 
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cuit,  a  janizary  came  to  tcU  my  valet,  that  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor wanted  him.  My  valet  went ;  and 
an  hour  after  the  fame  janizary  came  for  me.  I 
found  the  lieutenant  and  my  valet  fitting  together 
both  drunk.  Having  obliged  me  to  eat  and  drink, 
the  lieutenant  demanded  200  ducats,  as  dtie  to  i^is 
matter  from  ill  Chriftrin  church-men  who  came 
there.  This  occafioned  a  long  difpute  -,  I  attempted 
to  retire,  but  was  detained  by  force,  and  threatened 
to  be  put  in  irons,  and  was  at  laft  glad  to  efcape  by 
paying  100  ducats  to  the  lieutenant,  and  four  to  the 
janizaries.  But  this  was  not  all  j  the  lieutenant  obliged 
gjcto  entreat  him  to  accept  of  the  money,  and  to  fwear 
that  I  would  not  Complain  of  him. 

The  next  morning  the  officer  of  the  cuftoms  fcnt  a 
party  of  foldiers  to  my  miferable  lodgings  to  examine 
again  m^  faddle,  and  to  fearch  me :  but  though  they 
filled  me  with  the  grcateft  uneafinefs,  they  could 
make  no  difcoVery.  After  this,  I  was  allowed  two 
men  to  carry  my  baggage,  and  a  Turk  to  conduft 
me  as  far  as  Acalzika :  he  alfo  gave  me  a  paffport, 
and  advifed,  that  I  and  my  valet  fhould  wear  a  white 
turban,  in  order  to  be  treated  with  the  greater  refpeft. 
This  I  did  i  and  fet  out  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
tranfported  with  joy,"  at  leav'ing  fo  wicki^d  and  dan- 
gerous a  place,  and  at  having  nothing  more  to  fear. 
1  then  began  to  feel  fome  peace  of  mind.  For  five 
months  paft  I  had  fuffcred  the' moft  dreadful  agita- 
tions. Infult,  flavery,  marriage,  the  lofs  of  my  fub- 
ftance  and  liberty,  during  all  this  time  diftrafted  my 
mind  by  turns,  and  a  thoufand  real  evils  had  kept 
me  under  the  deepeft  dejeftioni  '  I  now  afcended 
mount  Caucafus  with  a  lightnefs  which  furprifed  my 
porters :  for  the  body  is  literally  light  when  the  heart 
is  eafed  of  a  heavy  load  :  this  is  true  without  a  figure ; 
for  I  feemed  to  have  been  delivered  from  the  weight 
of  a  mountain.  •   I  now  proceeded  four  leagues  toge* 


fher  among  the  rocks. 


Afia 

.i  ...V 
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p  Afia  is  divided  by  a  chain  of  mountains,  one  at  the 
end  of  the  other,  the  three  higheft  of  which  have 
been  named  Taurus,  Imaus,  and  Caiicafus.  The  firft 
advances  fartheft  into  Afia,  and  the  whole  chain  in 
general  is  called  by  the  name  of  Mount. Taurus :  I 
fay  in  general,  becaufe  each  part  has  its  particular 
name,  by  which  it  is  called  by  the  nation  neareft  it. 

But  to  return  to  the  defcription  of  mount  Caucafus ; 
which  is  the  higheft  mountain,  and  the  moft  difficult 
to  pafs  of  any  1  have  feen.  it  has  frightful  precipices, 
and  in  many  places  the  roads  are  cut  out  of  the  folid 
rock.  When  I  paffed  it,  it  was  entirely  covered  with 
fnow,  which  was  almoft  every  where  ten  feet  deep ; 
and  my  conduftors  were  in  many  places  obliged  to 
clear  it  away  with  (hovels.  They  wore  fnow  (hoes  in 
the  form  of  rackets  without  handles,  which  prevented 
their  finking  in  the  fnow,  and  enabled  them  to  run 
with  great  fwiftnefs  upon  it.  The  top  of  mount 
Caucafus,  which  is  eight  leagues  over,  is  indeed  per- 
petually covered  with  it.  I  pafTed  the  night  of  the 
7th  and  8  th  in  the  midft  of  the  fnow  j  where  I  caufed 
fome  fir-trees  to  be  cut  down,  and  lay  upon  the 
boughs  by  the  fide  of  a  great  fire.  On  our  arrival  at 
the  top,  my  condudors  made  long  prayers  to  their 
images,  to  do  us  the  favour  to  prevent  a  wind ;  and 
indeed  if  it  had  been  high,  we  fhould  doubtlefs  have 
been  buried  in  the  fnow,  for  as  ic  is  as  fihall  as  dull, 
a  little  wind  fills  the  air  with  it.  The  horfes  funk  fo 
often  into  holes  covered  by  it,  that  I  often  thought 
■we  Ihould  lofe  them.  I  almoft  conftantly  walked  on 
foot,  and  did  not  ride  above  eight  leagues  in  crofling 
this  frightful  mountain,  which  is  ^6  leagues  over. 

During  the  two  laft  days,  1  feemed  in  the  clouds, 
not  being  able  to  fee  20  paces  before  me.  It  is  true, 
the  firs  with  which  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  covered, 
greatly  obftrud  the  view.  On  dcfcending  it,  I  faw 
the  clouds  move  under  my  feet.  On  our  reaching  the 
bottom,  we  entered  a  beautiful  and  fertile  valley, 
4^-.    ^--  ,'■■   ■    ^  -      ,       •   ^"  .      three 
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three  miles  broad,  covered  with  villages,  and  watered 
by  the  river  Kur,  which  pafles  through  the  middle 
orit.  *    " j'iu  t...:; 

Mount  Caucafus  is  fertile  almoft  to  the  top ;  and 
its  fides  abound  in  honey,  corn,  fruits,  hogs,  and  large 
cattle.  The  vines  twine  about  the  trees,  and  rife  fo 
high,  that  the  inhabitants  cannot  gather  the  fruit  from 
the  upper  branches.  There  are  many  ftreams  of  ex- 
cellent water,  and  a  great  number  of  villages.  It  was 
the  time  of  vintage,  and  I  found  both  the  grapes  and 
the  new  and  old  wine  admirably  good.  » <\t  hiV' 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  mountains  are  for  the  moft 
part  Chriftians  of  the  Georgian  church.  They  have 
very  fine  complexions,  and  1  have  feen  among  them 
very  beautiful  women.  They  are  infinitely  better 
sccommodated  than  the  Mingrelians. 

We  next  arrived  at  Teflis.  The  lay-brother,  who 
accompanied  me,  led  me  to  the  convent  of  the  Capu- 
chins, where  having  no  time  to  lofe,  I  immediately 
told  the  prefeft  the  caufe  of  my  journey,  and  gave 
him  my  letters  of' recommendation.  He  was  Toon 
fcnfible  of  the  necefl!ity  of  going  at  all  hazards  to 
endeavour  to  recover  what  I  had  left  behind.  It  was  . 
agreed  to  fay,  I  was  a  Theatine,  who  had  been  fent 
by  thofe  of  Colchis,  to  beg  afliftance  of  the  capuchins, 
and  they  were  to  fend  one  of  their  companions  with 
me,  in  order  to  bring  them  away,  on  account  of  their  . 
being  reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs  by  the  war.    ♦n/ 

This  was  no  fooner  determined,  than  I  prepared- 
for  the  journey.  I  took  out  of  my  faddle  and  my  pil- 
low, the  jewels  I  had  concealed  in  them,  and  puttmg 
them  in  acafker,  committed  them  to  the  care  of  the 
prefect.  We  thought  we  fliould  never  have  beea 
able  to  hire  horfes  •,  for  nobody  would  go  with  us  into 
Mingrelia :  but  at  laft,  by  the  means  of  money,  we 
gained  over  two  men,  and  gave  lecurity  for  their 
horfes  and  cloaths  in  cafe  they  fhoiild  be  robbed  of 
them.  I  alfo  diiVniffed  my  valet,  who  played  me  a-; 
thoufan^  villainous  pranks,  and  many  times  attempted 
i     -        ,  •  •-  my 
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tny  deftrudtion.  After  I  had  cxpoftulated  with  him 
on  the  numerous  inftanccs  of  treachery  of  which  he 
had  been  guilty,  I  paid  him  for  the  whole  time  he 
had  fcrved  me,  and  exhorted  him  to  amendment. 
But  the  mildnefs  of  this  treatment  had  no  effed  upon 
him :  he  was  enraged  at  being  difmiffed  in  a  ftrangc 
country  ;  and  ga^'e  me  room  to  fear  fomething  fatal 
from  his  refentment.  I  was  tempted  to  lay  him  in 
irons,  which  I  could  have  done  for  a  word  fpeaking, 
the  capuchins  having  fuch  credit  at  Teftis,  as  to  be 
able  to  do  it  with  the  greateft  eafe  :  but  I  pitied  hifti} 
and  foon  diicovered  fome  dangerous  fnares  he  laid 
for  me. 

.r^On  the  20th  of  December  I  fet  put  with  brother' 
Angelo,  and  a  Georgian  belonging  to  the  capuchins, 
who  had  frequently  been  at  Colchis,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  and  whom  the  prefe6t  recommend- 
cd  as  a  perfon  on  whom  1  might  place  the  greateft 
confidence.  We  were  only  five  men  with  four  horfes. 
Brother  Angelo  and  I  mounted  two,  the  two  othert 
carried  provifions  j  and  >ve  every  where  gave  out, 
that  we  were  going  in  fearch  of  the  Theatines  of 
Mingrelia.  "We  again  paffed  mountains  covered  with 
fnow,  and  at  length  coming  to  the  banks  of  a  large 
river,  croffed  it  m  a  boat  •,  then  defcending  a  moun- 
tain, we  entered  a  large  village,  that  extends  into 
Mingrelia,  and  is  watered  by  Icveral  ftreams.  Here 
we  lay  in  a  village  named  Sefano,  fituated  in  the  finelt 
part  of  the  country  of  Imeretta. 

Sefano  is  near  a  cadle  belonging  to  an  old  lady, 
aunt  to  the  king  of  Imeretta,  who  being  now  fick, 
and  hearing  that  a  capuchin  was  arrived  at  the  vil- 
lage, lent  for  him,  all  the  miflionaries  being  in  thefe  | 
countries  taken  for  phyficians  •,  and  indeed  they  all 
pradtife  phyfic.  Brother  Angelo  went  to  her,  andj 
was  in  hopes  of  making  this  event  turn  to  our  ad- 
vantage. Two  hours  after  he  left  us,  to  my  great  I 
furprife,  a  capuchin  of  Gory  arrived  on  horfeback 
with  a  guide,  to  inform  us,  that  the  valet  I  had  dil- 
^'^:  .  .      mifledl 


MINGRELIA  into  PERSIA.     367 

rnvCed  had  been  at  Gory,  where  he  had  difcovcrcd 
all  he  knew  of  my  entcrprize  -,  fwearing  to  ruin  me, 
and  that  he  was  gone  no  body  knew  whither.  This 
news  greatly  alarmed  me ;  and  having  given  the 
capuchin  a  thoufand  thanks,  I  prevailed  on  him  to 
accompany  us.  .^;m  ;r. 

The  next  day  we  reached  Cotatis,  and  lodged  at 
the  houfe  of  the  bifhop,  who  was  not  at  home,  but 
his  officers  knowing  brother  Angelo,  gave  us  a  very 
kind  reception.     While  I  was  at  dinner  with  the  two 
capuchins,  the  carriers  and  my  guide  being  alfo,  ac« 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  at  table  with 
us,  I  faw  the  rogue  of  a  valet  enter  with  an  Arme- 
nian and  a  prieft,  who  came  to  fhew  him  the  houfe.    I 
was  not  much  furprifed  at  feeing  him,  for  my  appre- 
henfions  kept  him  ftill  in  my  thoughts.     I  had  nor, 
however,  difcovercd  the  leaft  fear :  I  imagined  he  was 
turned  Mahometan  from  his  wearing  a  turbant.    The 
villain  entered  with  fury  in  his  looks,  and  feated  him- 
felf  by  my  men,  without  being  afked.    This  info- 
lence  offended  me  ftill  more-,   and  I  alked,  from 
whence  he  came  ?    He  replied,    from  Acalzilka ; 
whence  he  had  come  in  two  days.     I  alked,  if  the 
way  was  Co  eafy,  and  the  mountains  fo  little  covered 
with  fnow,  that  he  could  crofs  them  in  fo  fliort  a 
time.     The  way  is  the  worft  in  the  world,   he  cried, 
and  the  mountains  are  covered  with  fnow  like  thofe 
we  pafled  in  coming  from  Gonia.     You  (hall  fee,  for 
you  muft  come  to  Acalzika,  I  have  orders  from  the 
bafia  to  bring  you  to  that  town.     You  muft  have 
more  force  to  carry  me  thither,  faid  I,  for  I  have  no 
bufinefs  there.    You  are  ill  advifed  :  you  know  1  paid 
you  at  Teflis,  and  if  you  are  not  fatisfied,  you  ouglit 
to  make  known  your  demands  ;  for  without  going  lb 
far  as  Acalzika  on  fo  trifling  an  affair,  there  are  fuifi- 
cient  numbers  at  Cotatis  capable  of  deciding  it.  This 
I  fpoke  with  the  greateft  mildnefs  poflible.     But  the 
villain  turned  with  a  furious  air  to  his  companion, 
and  bid  him  bring  in  the  Turks.     He  went  cut  im- 
mediately ; 
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mediately ;  but  this  was  only  an  artiHce  to  terrify  me : 
I  was  indeed  cxtreamly  frighted,  and  thought  myfelf 
loft.  The  prieft  of  Cotatis  was  ignorant  of  what  paf- 
fed,  becaufe  we  talked  in  the  Turkifli  tongue ;  but 
being  informed  by  father  Angelo  of  the  nature  of  the 
difpute,  and  the  equity  pf  my  propofal,  he  immedi- 
ately interefted  himfelr  in  the  affair,  and  with  feveral 
Geoi^ians  prefled  the  fellow  to  agree  to  fo  reafonable 
an  ofrer  ;  but  the  more  they  faid,  the  more  infolent 
and  abufive  he  grew.  Till  at  laft,  lofmg  all  patience, 
I  ftruck  at  him  with  my  fword ;  but  they  flopped  my 
hand,  arKl  the  villain  fled  in  a  great  fright. 

It  was  now  refolved  that  brother  Angelo  fhould  the 
next  morning  proceed  forward  into  Mingrelia,  while 
the  other  capuchin  and  I  (hould  ftay  behind;  the 
principal  reafon  was  our  being  unable  either  to  buy 
or  hire  horfcs,  and  the  neceffity  of  fending  one  for 
the  ufe  of  my  partner. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  2d  of  January,  bro- 
ther Angelo  kt  out  with  all  the  hOrfes  and  men  I 
had  brought  from  Teflis,  while  I  returned  to  Chicaris 
with  the  capuchin,  where  we  propofed  to  wait  till 
brother  Angelo*s  return. 

^  I  had  continued  there  a  fortnight,  when  one  morn- 
ing at  break  of  day,  I  was  agreeably  awaked  by  my 
comrade.  He  told  me  that  brother  Angelo  with  the 
men  and  horfes  arrived  at  Sippias  on  the  9th,  when 
to  his  great  joy  he  heard  of  my  arrival  at  Teflis,  and 
that  I  was  then  waiting  for  him  near  Cotatis.  He 
inftantly  prepared  for  the  journey,  dug  up  the  chefts, 
and  took  out  of  the  roof  of  the  houle  half  of  what 
we  had  concealed  there ;  and  having  ftaid  till  the 
1  ith  to  reft  the  horfes,  fet  out,  leaving  the  remain- 
der of  the  treafure  to  the  care  of  the  moft  faithful  of 
our  valets,  net  daring  to  run  the  hazard  of  lofing 
the  whole  at  once.  '       . 

^  It  was  late,  but  my  comrade  and  I  rojld  not  go  to 
fupper  till  after  we  had  fpme  dilcouiic  on  the  happy 
Iwccefs  of  our  labours.  We  cciid,  noc  i.ave  hoped 
V     ■       *7   •  .    •      thus 


MINGRELIA   into  PERSIA.      3^9 

thus  to  five  every  thing,  when  wc  v/ere  furrounded 
with  dangers  that  made  us  dread  the  lols  of  all ;  and 
yet  our  loflTes  in  this  fatal  journey  had  aoiountjd  to 
no  more  ih.in  about  one  pe-  cent. 

Georgia,  by  which  I  would  be  underdood  to  mean 
the  whole  counrry  of  that  name  fubject  to  Pcrfia,  is 
bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Circaflia  ,and  Ruffia,  on 
the  weft  by  Armenia  Minor,  on  the  fouth  by  Ar- 
menia Major,  and  on  the  north  by  the  Black  Sea, 
and  that  part  of  Mingrelia  called  Irnereita.  This  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  whoje  country  diftingulflied  by 
the  antients  by  the  name  of  Iberia.  It  has  many 
woods  and  mountains  that  enclole  lar^^e  and  beau- 
tiful plains ;  but  the  middle  part,  which  is  watered 
by  the  rjver  Kur,  the  antient  Cyrus,  is  the  mod  fer- 
tile. The  natives  call  themfelves  Cartheuli,  and  it 
is  faid  the  Greeks  gave  them  the  name  of  Georgoi, 
which  in  their  language  fignifies  Labourer. 

The  air  of  Georgia  is  dry,  very  cold  in  winter, 
and  hot  in  fummer.  The  fine  weather  does  not  be- 
gin till  the  month  of  May;  but  then  it  lafts  till  the 
end  of  Nove^nber.  The  inhabitants  are  therefore 
obliged  to  water  the  earth  *,  by  which  means  it  pro- 
duces all  forts  of  grain  and  fruit  in  the  greateft  pro- 
fufion.  The  bread  is  as  good  as  any  in  the  world. 
The  fruits  are  excellent,  and  of  all  forts.  No  pare 
of  Europe  produces-  finer,  or  betrer  tailed  pears  and 
apples  •,  nor  any  part  of  Afia,  more  excellent  pome- 
granates. The  cattle  are  extreamly  numerous,  and 
very  good  -,  the  wild  boars  are  as  common  and  as  de- 
licate as  thofe  in  Mingr:  lia;  and  the  common  people 
live  almoft  entirely  upon  fvvine,  which  are  ih^-n  all  over 
the  country,  and  though  their  fiedi  is  not  txtreamly 
palatable,  it  is  very  wholefome.  The  wi'd  fov.l  arc? 
incomparable,  and  of  all  forts,  ikiide,  th;  C:il|;i::n 
Sea,  which  is  near  Georgia,  and  the  Kur  which  runs 
through  it,  afllrd  the  greatcil  plenty  of  fi-u  and  frcili- 
ivater  fiHi. 
Vol,   VI,        .v-;^  ^      ^  b         -     .        ^  Jn 
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In  no  other  country  do  the  inhabitants  drink  fa 
much,  or  fuch  excellent  wine.  The  vines  grow  about 
the  trees  as  in  Mingrclia,  and  great  quantities  of  wine 
are  fent  from  Tcflis  into  Armenia,  Media,  and  Ifpa- 
han,  where  it  is  ufcd  at  the  Shah's  table.  An  horfc- 
load,  which  is  three  hundred- weight,  fells  for  about 
the  value  of  eight  fliillings  :  this  is  tlie  price  of  the 
beft  fort,  for  the  ordinary  v;incs  does  not  fell  for 
more  than  half  as  much.  Georgia  alfo  produces  great 
quantities  of  (ilk,  which  is  exported  to  Turkey  and 
the  neiorhbourino;  countries. 

The  Georgians  are  the  handfomefl:  people,  not 
only  in  the  eail,  but,  I  believe,  in  the  whole  world  ; 
and  I  never  obferved  an  ordinary  perlbn  of  either  fex 
in  this  country  :  but  I  havefeen  fome  that  have  been 
quite  angelical.  Nature  has  given  moft  of  the  wo- 
men-fuch  graces  as  are  no  where  elfe  to  be  feen ;  and 
it  is  impoflible  to  behold  without  loving  them.  They 
are  tall,,  eafy,  not  encumbered  with  fat,  and  have 
fl'endcr  waifts  j  but  they  injure  their  beauty  with 
paints 

The  Georgians  have  naturally  m^ich  wit,  and  had 
they  a  proper  education,  might  poflibly  be  diftin- 
guilhed  by  their  learning,  and  their  (kill  in  the  arts, 
and  fciences  -,  but  the  negled  of  all  inftrudion,  and 
and  the  force  of  ill  example,  render  them  ignorant, 
difhonefl:,  and  extreamly  vicious.  They  will,  with 
the  greatcfl  effrontery,  deny  what  they  have  faid  and 
d^ne,  and  afiert  and  vindicate  the  moft  notorious 
falfehocds.  Tht7  are  irreconcileable  in  their  hatred, 
and  never  forgive  j  but  then  they  are  not  eafily  dif- 
pleafed,  and  never  conceive  a  perpetual  hatred  with- 
out juft  caulc  of  anger*  1  hey  are  addided  to  drunk- 
cnncfs  and  luxury^  which  are  not  even  efteemed 
crimes.  The  chtiichmcn  gret  drunk  as  well  as  the 
laity,    and   keep    beautiful    finves   for    concubines. 

rcaufe  it  is  the  general 
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The  habit  of  the  Georgians  is  almoil  like  that  of 
the  Poles  :  they  we.ir  thc'r  bonnets  like  theirs  ;  their 
veils  are  open  at  tlie  brcait,  and  faflencd  with  but- 
tons and  loops ;  their  covering  tor  the  legs  and  feet 
rclcmbltrs  that  of  the  Perfians,  and  the  habit  of  the 
women  is  entirely  Ferfian.  ,  i 

The  nobility  exercife  the  mod  tyrannical  power 
over  their  vaflals,  whom  they  oblige  to  wo:k  for 
tliem  whole  months  together,  and  as  often  as  they 
pleafe,  without  giving  them  either  pay  or  f.od. 
They  think  they  have  a  right  to  their  fubftance,  li- 
berty, and  lives  :  they  take  their  children  and  fell 
them,  or  keep  them  as  flaves  •,  but  they  feldoni  fell 
any,  efpecially  women,  who  are  above  twenty  years 
of  age.  .'.  ",  '■■ 

The  Georgians  are  almoft  as  ignorant  with  rcfpedb 
to  religion  as  the  Mingrelians  Both  thefe  countries 
received  the  knowledge  of  Chriilianity  in  the  fourth 
century,  from  a  woman  of  Iberia,  who  embraced  the 
Chriftian  religion  at  Conftantinople  -,  and  both  have 
now  loll  the  fpirit  of  it.  There  are  many  bifl:iops  in 
Georgia  befide  the  catholicos  or  patriarch.  The 
prince,  though  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  com- 
riionly  fills  the  vacant  fees,  and  generally  chufes  his 
own  relations. 

Moft  of  the  Georgian  lords  make  an  outward  pro- 
feflion  of  the  Mahometan  religion  :  fomc  to  gain  em- 
ployments at  court,  or  penfions  from  the  flate  ;  others 
to  obtain  the  honour  of  marrying  their  daughters  to 
the  prince,  or  only  to  introduce  them  to  the  fcrvice 
of  his  women.  I'here  are  fjme  of  thefe  bafc  nobi- 
lity who  will  themfelves  lead  their  moft  beautiful 
daughters  to  the  prince  ;  for  which  thc7  arc  rewarded 
by  a  poll  iii  the  government,  or  a  perifion. 

While  I  was  at  Teflis,  a  Georgian  lord,  letting  the 
prince  know  that  he  had  a  niece  remarkable  for  her 
uncommon  beauty,  his  majefty  ordered  that  llie  fiiould 
be  brought  to  him ;  and  he  took  upon  himfelf  xh.^ 
©ffice  of  bringing  her.     The  villain  went  to  his  filer, 

B  b  2  who 
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who  was  a  widow,  nnd  told  her  that  the  prince  would 
marry  licr  daughter ;  and  that  (lie  mud  prepare  her 
for  tliat  honour.  The  mother  immediately  informed 
the  poor  gill  of  the  violence  that  was  going  to  be 
offered  her.  She  loved  a  young  lord  in  the  neiiy'i- 
bourhood,  who  had  an  equal  affe(5tion  for  her ;  and 
their  mother  had  encouraged  their  paflion.  In  this 
diftrefs  they  took  the  relblution  to  condole  with  the 
'  lover.  They  fent  for  him,  and  he  arrived  foon  after. 
He  found  the  mother  and  the  daughter  fhut  up  by 
themfelves,  mingling  their  tears,  and  in  the  deepeft 

•  diftrefs  lamenting  the  feverity  of  her  fate.  The  lover 
threw  himielf  at  their  feet,  and  let  them  know  that 
he  feared  nothing  fo  much  as  the  lofs  of  his  miflrefs  \ 
and  the  prince  could  infiid  nothing  on  him  fo  dread- 
ful as  this  lofs.  That  the  only  way  of  preferving 
him  from  it,  was  their  being  immediately  married  •, 
and  that  the  next  day,  they  might  inform  their  perfi- 
dious uncle,  that  fhe  was  no  longer  a  maid.  The 
propofal  was  accepted ;  and  the  mother  leaving  the 
room,  the  lover  wiped  away  the  tears  of  diftrefs  that 
fell  from  the  eyes  of  his  miftrefs,  by  inftantly  marry- 
ing her.  The  uncle  difcovered  the  whole  affair,  and 
told  it  to  his  majefty  -.  who  being  enraged  at  his  dif- 
appointment,  gave  cxprefs  orders  for  bringing  to 
court  both  the  mother,  the  daughter,  and  the  huf- 

1  band.  But  they  fled,  and  for  fome  months  efcaped 
from  place  to  place.  At  length,  being  convinced 
that  they  fliould  be  at  laft  taken,  they  got  to  Acal- 
zika,  where  the  Turkilh  bafia  took  them  under  his 
protedtion. 

The  fear  of  fuch  accidents  obliges  thofe  of  the 
Georgians,  who  have  beautiful  daughters,  to  marry 
them  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  even  in  their  infancy. 
The  poor  efpecially  marry  theirs  early,  and  even  in 
the  cradle,  that  the  lords  to  whom  they  are  fubjedt 
\  may  not  take  them  away,  in  order  to  fell^  or  make 
them  their  concubines. 


'■^iU', 
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Georgia  has  but  four  fortified  towns,  Teflis,  Gory> 
Suram,  and  Aly  ;  of  which  the  former  is  the  capital 
of  the  province.  It  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain, and  by  it  runs  the  river  Kur.  The  city  is  fur- 
rounded  with  handfome  ftrong  walls,  except  on  the 
river  fide,  and  extends  from  north  to  fouth.  It  has 
a  large  fortrefs  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain, 
where  the  garrifon  only  confifls  of  native  Perfians. 
Here  is  a  public  fquare,  an  arfenal,  and  a  market. 
This  fortrefs  is  a  place  of  refuge  for  criminals  and 
debtors.  The  prince  of  Georgia  is  obliged  to  pafs 
through  it,  when  he  goes,  according  to  cultom,  with- 
out the  gates  of  the  city  to  receive  the  letters  and  prfe- 
fents  fent  him  by  the  king  of  Perfia ;  becaufe  the 
city  has  no  other  entrance,  in  the  road  from  Perfia, 
but  through  this  fortrefs  :  and  the  prince  never  pafles 
through  it,  without  the  apprehenfions  that  the  gover- 
nor has  fecret  orders  to  feize  his  perfon.  Teflis  has  14 
churches,  which  is  a  great  number  in  a  country  where 
there  is  fo  little  devotion. 

Though  this  city  belongs  to  the  empire  of  Perfia, 
and  as  well  as  the  whole  province,  is  governed  by  a 
prince  who  profcfles  the  Mahometan  religion,  it  has 
not  one  mofque.  The  Perfians  have  indeed  made 
ufe  of  their  utmofl:  endeavours  to  build  them,  but 
have  never  been  able  to  accomplifti  it;  for  tile 
people  immediately  rofe  jn  arms,  pulled  down  the 
work,  and  beat  the  workmen.  The  princes  of  Geor- 
gia were  indeed  glad  of  thefe  feditions  ;  for  having 
abjured  the  Chriftian  religion  only  to  obtain  the  vice- 
royalty,  they  were  not  willing  to  confent  to  the  eftab- 
lilhment  of  Mahometanifm.  The  public  buildings 
at  Teflis  make  a  handfome  appearance  -,  thefe  are  of 
ftone,  and  kept  in  good  order,  particularly  the  bazars 
and  the  caravapr^iras. 

On  the  loth,  the  prefeft  of  the  capuchins  inform- 
ed the  viceroy  of  my  arrival ;  which,  indeed,  could 
not  be  concealed  from  a  prince,  who  knows  the  m-^ft 

"  '  wasdefir- 

^    ous 
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ous  of  feeing  him,  and  prcfenting  the  pafTports  of  the 
.  king  of  Pcrfia,  addrefleJ  to  all  the  governors  ot'  pfo- 
vinces,  to  whom  1  was.ltrongly  reco.vimcnded  j  for  I 
ma.le  no  doubt  but  at  the  fight  of  thcfe  orders  he 
-would  give  me  a  good  reception,  and  an  ellort  to 
conduct  me  out  ot  his  dotniuions.  This  prince,  wLo 
is  ciiled  Chanaves  Khan,  told  the  prefect  tliac  I  was 
welcome,  and  that  I  lliouhl  do  him  a  pleafure  to 
: come  and  fee  him  as.foon  as  I  could -,  and  on  the 
1 2th,  he  lent  a  gentleman  to  inform  me,  that  as  he 
was  cniering  on  a  week  of  rejoicing,  during  which 
he  fliould  eveiy  day  give  a  public  entertainment  to 
.  jils  whole  court,  he  defired  me  to  come.  1  he  capu- 
chins cntrcai:eJ  my  comrade  and  I  to  drefs  as  well  j;s 
pofilble,  and  on  their  account  to  make  a  very  noble 
prefent  to  the  prince.  To  ths  I  agreed,  being  very 
glad  of  an  opportunity  of  fi-.cwing  my  grariiude  for 
the  important  fervicesj  had  received  from  t'lem. 

It  was  near  noon  when  we  went  to  the  palace,  ac- 
companied by  the  prefe6l,  and  one  oi  die  commu- 
nity, named  Father  Raphael.  The  prince  was  in  a 
hall  about  iQO  feci:  long  and  40  broad,  built  on  the 
J3ank  of  the  river,  '.vjih  an  open  fr(.;nt  on  that  fide. 

I  iball  not  defcribe  the  order  and  magnificence  of 
this  feaft  -,  I  Ihall  only  fay,  that  a  great  deal  of  wine 
w^s  drank,  and  that  a  prodigious  quantity  of  meat 
was  eaten.  We  arofc  from  talkie  afrer  having  Li 
three  hours  -,  yet  the  roall  meat  was  not  yet  brouglu 
in.  Wc  made  a  low  bow  to  the  prince  on  our  retir- 
ing, when  he  fent  again  to  tell  us,  we  were  welcome, 
and  qr4ercd  us  to  be  conduced  home. 

On  the  i  4th  the  prince  fent  us  two  great  flagons 
pf  wine,  two  pheafants,  and  four  partridges.  The 
gentleman  who  bro jght  them,  told  me,  that  the 
prince  had  given  him  orders  to  enquire,  whether  I 
wanted  ar\y  thing  j  and  whether  the  capuchins 
took  care  to  divert  us  •,  and  to  tell  us,  that  if  we  likefl 
the  wipe  he  fent  us,  we  might  fend  every  day  for  it 
IQ  iiis  pantry.     I  thanked  the  gentleman,  and  defired 

hira 
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him  to  aflTure  the  prince,  that  tlie  ca}  'chi  is  fuTirred 
us  to  want  for  nothing  i  and  that  wc  iniiik  to^  rher 
the  prince's  health  with  the  wine  he  iwHt.  iL.eed, 
wc  could  no  where  drink  better. 

On  the  i6th,  the  prince  invited  us  to  the  marriage 
of  his  niece,  which  was  performed  at  the  p.ilace.  I 
went  there  with  the  prefed  and  father  Raphael,  one 
of  the  capuchins  •,  but  the  marri;ige  ceremony  was 
oyer  before  we  arrived.  It  was  performed  in  the 
grand  faloon  where  we  had  dined  beforr,  and  it  be- 
ing full  of  ladies,  no  other  men  were  admitted  but 
the  prince,  and  his  near  relations. 

It  is  only  fince  the  Georgians  have  been  fubietfl  to 
.Perfia,  that  tliey  have  forbid  their  v/omen  to  ronverfc 
with  men  :  this,  however,  takes  place  only  in  the 
towns  ;  for  in  the  country,  and  in  place-;  wh  ?re  there 
are  no  Mahometans,  they  wear  no  vei]-?,  and  make 
no  difficulty  of  feeing  and  fpeaking  to  the  other  lex : 
hut  as  the  cuftoms  of  the  Mahometans  gradually 
gain  ground  in  Georgia,  with  their  rcli<^;ion,  the  li- 
berty of  the  women  decrealcs  in  tlie  lame  proportion. 

The  marriage  feall  was  on  a  terrace  of  the  palace, 
iurrounded  with  a  fopha  tv/o  feet  high  •,  and  upon  it 
was  ereded  a  grand  pavilion,  fupported  on  fine  co- 
lumns 2  2  feet  in  height,  and  about  5  inches  in  dia- 
meter. The  lining  was  of  gold  and  filyer  brocade, 
velvet,  and  painted  linen,  fo  artfully  joined,  that  by 
the  light  of  the  tapers  it  appeared  like  a  deling  corn- 
pofed  of  flowers  and  morclco  work.  Th;*  floors  were 
cov^ered  with  fine  carpets,  and  the  place  lighted  with 
40  large  lamps  on  ilands  refembling  candledicks, 
moft  of  which  were  40  pounds  weight,  and  15  inchc.> 
in  diameter;  the  four  next  the  prince  were  gilt,  and 
the  others  filvered.  The  Hand  at  the  hei-j;ht  of  a  foot 
and  a  half,  bore  a  cup  full  of  tallow,  which  fupplied 
two  wicks  with  li2;ht. 

The  guells,  who  amounted  to  about  an  hundred, 

were  ranged  on  fophas,  extendmg  round  the  room  : 

the  prince  fat  on  one  railed  above  the  reft,  and  cuver- 
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ed  with  a  canopy  made  in  the  form  of  a  dome.     Mis 
Ton  and  his  'jiothers  were  on  his  right,  and  the  oi- 
ihops  on  his  left.     Soon   after  we  were  featcd  tiie 
bridegroom  cnieicd,  led  by  the  catholicos,  and  h.iv- 
in^  taken  his  feat,    the  prince's   relations  went  to 
make  him  their  compliments,  and  to  offer  him  a  pre- 
fenti  and  this  was  afterward  done  by   nioll  of  ihe 
other  gucHs,  <:\ch  in  his  rank.     7  his  formed  a  kind 
of  proccflion,  thac  laile  i  al)out   halt  an  hour.     The 
pre'cnts  confiftcd  of  money  in  gold  and  filver,  and  in 
Small  filvcr  cups :  but  all  of  them  together  did  not, 
1  believe,  amount  to  above  ?oo  crowns. 
«■   The  feail  confifted  of  three  fervices,  in  each  of 
which  there  were  about  fixty  large  covered  diflies. 
The  firll   was  of  all  forts  of  pilaw  or  pleo  -,    that 
is,    rice  drefte.!   with   n-ieat,    which   was  of  various 
colours  and  tallcs  :  the  yellow  was  drefied  with  faf- 
fron,  cinnamon  and  fugar  •,  the  red  w'th  the  juice  of 
the  pomegranate  -,  but  the  white,  which  is  the  beft, 
was  of  the  natural  colour.     This  pilaw  is  very  deli- 
cate food,   and  cxtreamlv  whelefome.     The  fecond 
fervice  was  of  ti'rts,  Iweet  and  four  fricafees,  and  ra- 
gouts :  the  third  was  of  roalt  meat.     All  the  three 
fervices  were   n  ixed  with  fifli,  eggs>  and  pulfe  lor 
the  ecclefiadics.     Every  thing  was  brought  in  and 
taken  away  with  furprifrng  filence:  for  three  Euro- 
peans at  a  table  would  make  more  noife  than  all  the 
guefts  and  fervants  in  th:s  hall,  who  were  no  lefs 
than  150.     The  prodigious  number  of  drinking  vef- 
fels  was  alfo  very  furprifing;  thefe  were  about  I'O^ 
and  confided  of  bov/ls,  cups,  and  horns,  fixty  fii- 
gons,  and  tv/clve  tankards. 

I  do  not  know  how  long  the  feafl:  laded,  for  I  did 
not  ftay  till  the  end  of  it  -,  we  retiring  at  midnight, 
v<'hen  the  road  meat  was  not  then  taken  away.  N'l 
body  drank  till  the  third  f.rvice,  and  then  they  be- 
gan to  drink  healths  in  the  following  manner.  They 
delivered  to  eight  perforis  riifared  the  prince,  four  on 
his  right  hand,  and  four  on  his  left,  eight  fmall  cups 
1-  .  •      .  «.  J.  ^  ■  ol 
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of  the  fame  fize  and  fafhion  full  of  wine.  Thofe  on 
the  right  hand  drank  off  the  wine  firil,  and  then  thofe 
on  the  left.  The  others  next  ihcm  were  then  fcrved 
till  the  health  went  round.  After  which  they  began 
again  with  eight  larger  cups.  It  is  the  cuilo u  of  the 
country  to  drink  the  healths  or  the  great  with  the 
ljr:retl  cups  i    and  the  gucfts,  to  Ihew  their  re ipeft, 

;itinue  this  till  they  are  quite  drunk.  n  tli..  mt^n- 
ntr  they  drank  for  the  two  laft  hours  of  my  being 
there,  1  afterward  learnt  that  they  did  not  break  otF 
till  it  was  light.  The  capuchins  and  I  were  exc-mpt- 
td  from  drinking  i  and  indeed  had  1  drank  as  much 
as  thole  who  iat  near  me,  I  Ihould  have  died  upon 
the  fpot :  buL  the  prince  gave  orders  that  we  Ihould 
drink  no  more  than  we  liked»  ,;:l:     * 

When  the  healths  began,  the  inliruments  and  vo- 
cal mufic  Itruck  up;  with  which  the  whole  alicmMy 
fcemed  tfanfported,  though  to  me  it  appeared  rude 
and  barbarous. 

On  the  20th,  I  defired  the  prefed  and  father  Ra- 
phael to  return  thanks  to  the  prince  for  the  honours 
he  had  conferred  upon  me,  and  to  defire  him  to  grant 
me  an  officer  to  condu6l  me  as  far  as  Irivaii,  the  ca- 
pital of  Armenia  Major  ;  to  which  the  prince  readily 
agreed.  He  profefled  to  entertain  an  elleem  for  the 
Europeans,  and  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  have  a 
number  of  them  fettled  in  Georgia  ;  and  added,  that 
if  they  r?me  thither  for  the  fake  of  trade,  he  wuiild 
grant  them  all  the  advantages  they  cculd  defire  :  and 
that  as  his  country  extended  to  the  Black  Sea,  they 
would  find  their  advantage  in  travelling  thr  vigh  it 
to  the  Eaft  Indies^ 

On  the  28th  of  February  we  left  Teflis,  our  Me* 
hemander  riding  before  to  pn^vcnt  my  paying  any 
duties,  and  to  furniHi  us  with  provilions  and  lodgin'^s 
on  the  road.  We  palled  by  feveral  towns  and  villages, 
and  at  laft  arrived  at  Irivan. 

Irivan  is  a  large  dirty  c.tv,  the  greateft  part  of* 
which  is  filled  with  gardens  and  vineyards.    It  is  fitu- 

•         *  atcd 
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ated  in  a  plain  furrounded  with  mountains,  and  on  the 
b^nks  of  two  rivers ;  the  Zengni  wafhing  It  to  the 
north-weft,  and  a  river  called  The  Forty  Fountains 
from  the  number  of  its  fources,  running  to  the  ibuth- 
weft.  Irivan  is  fituated  in  51"  15'  north  latitude, 
and  enjoys  a  good  air;  but  it  is  thick,  and  very  cold. 
The  winter  lath  long,  and  the  fnow  fometimes  falli 
in  April.  The  country  is,  however,  extreamly  fer- 
tile, and  the  wine  produced  in  its  neighbourhood  is 
good  and  cheap.  The  Armenians  eitetm  this  the 
moft  antient  city  in  the  world,  and  believe  that  Noah 
dwelt  there  both  before  and  after  the  deluge,  v/hea 
he  defcended  from  the  mountain  on  which  the  ark 
rafted.  They  even  fay,  that  here  was  the  terreitrial 
paradife. 

At  twelve  leagues  from  Irivan,  is  the  celebrated 
mount2in  on  which  almoil  all  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try are  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  ark  relied.  This 
mountain  is  fo  high  and  large,  that  when  the  air  is 
clear,  it  does  not  appear  above  two  leagues  dillant. 
The  Armenians  even  believe  that  the  ark  is  ftill  on 
the  fummit  of  this  mountain  -,  and  fav,  that  a  monk, 
named  James,  went  half  way  up  the  acclivity:  he 
could  so  no  farther,  becaufe,  havino-  afcended  thus 
far  every  day,  he  was,  while  aileep  in  the  night,  car- 
ried back  to  the  place  from  whence  he  fct  out  in  the 
morning.  They  add,  that  this  continued  a  long 
time,  till  God  being  willing  to  fatisfy  in  part  his  de- 
fires,  fent  him  a  piece  of  the  ark  by  an  angel,  and 
ordered  him  to  be  told,  that  allaccefs  to  the  top  was 
forbidden  to  mankind.  -f;.  'um.     f  *  t- 

At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  is  a  villaoe  of  Chrif- 
tians,  and  a  monaftcry :  for  which  the  Armenians 
have  great  devotion,  believing  that  Noah'firft  offered 
facrifices  there  after  the  deluge.  I  his  is  called  The 
Monaftery  of  the  Apoflles ;  from  its  being  pretend- 
ed that  the  bodies  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Matthew 
were  found  there,  and  that  the  flcuU  of  that  evangt- 
lift  is  preferved  in  the  church  cf  the  monaftery.     The 

people 
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people  relate  a  hundred  other  abfurd  particulars  of 
this  place,  and  of  the  country  all  around,  which  they 
make  their  holy  land.  ?   >-.-  .  :. ,:   - 

I  having  fent  to  inform  the  governor  of  Irivan  of 
my  arrival,  a  mcflenger  came  to  tell  me  that  I  was 
welcome  ;  and  that  he  was  very  defirous  of  feeing  me, 
and  a  part  of  the  jewels  I  had  brought.  I  was  then 
afked  how  many  men  I  had  with  me,  and  whether  I 
chofe  to  lodge  in  the  fortrefs,  or  in  the  great  caravan- 
fera.  I  chofe  the  latter;  becaufe  there  can  be  no 
place  more  fecure,  and  there  is  no  want  of  company, 
for  merrhants  come  there  from  all  y^arts  of  Afia.  On 
this,  the  governor  giving  orders  for  my  having  one 
of  the  belt  apartments,  I  went  thither  the  next  day, 
wirh  all  my  bag- age,  and  a:)ouc  noon  an  .I'ficer  be- 
longing to  the  governor  brought  n.e  an  order  from 
the  Intendant  to  receive  daily  from  the  proper  officer, 
bread,  wine,  flefh,  fi(li,  fruit,  rice,  butter,  wood, 
and  other  neceffaries  for  fix  perfons.  The  quantity 
for  each  is  regulated ;  but  the  portion  allowed  for 
one  perlbn  is  fufficient  for  two. 

On  the  loth,  I  went,  by  the  governor's  defire,  to 
pay  him  a  vifit,  and  found  him  in  a  large  handfome 
light  clofet,  with  feveral  lords  of  the  country.  He 
treated  me  with  great  complaifance,  told  me  three 
times  that  I  was  welcome,  and  entertained  me  with 
fweet-meats  and  Rufliqfn  brandy.  I  fliewed  him  my 
patents,  after  which  he  fpent  an  hour  in  afking  me 
news  of  Europe,  in  relation  to  the  wars  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  Chriilian 
princes,  and  the  ftate  of  the  fciences,  with  the  new 
difcoveries  that  had  been  made.  He  fpent  another 
hour  in  examining  the  jewels  1  had  brought,  of  whicli 
he  talked  like  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
them.  He  fet  aliJe  thofe  that  particularly  pleafed 
him,  and  fuch  as  he  thought  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  princefs  his  wife.  Having  kept  me  to  dinner, 
he  honoured  me  afterward  with  his  converfation  for 

half 
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half  an  hour  longer,  and  then  difmifled  me,  ordcrinp- 
my  mehemander  to  fiifFer  me  to  wane  for  nothino-. 

This  governor  was  one  of  the  greateft  lords  of  Pcr- 
iia  J  he  was  beloved  by  the  king,  and  revered  by 
the  court ;  his  two  fons  were  his  majefty's  chief  h- 
vourites  ;  and  he  was  rcfpeded  by  the  people  on  ac- 
count of  his  jullice  and  integrity.  Indeed  he  well 
deferved  his  good  fortune ;  for  befide  thefe  amiable 
qualities,  he  was  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  fond  of  the 
arts  and  fciences. 

On  the  1 2th,  I  difmifled  the  officer  belonorinor  to 
the  viceroy  of  Georgia,  who  had  condu6ted  me  to 
Irivan  •,  on  which  occafion  I  made  him  a  prefent  of 
eight  piftoles. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  I  dined  with  the  lieutenant 
of  the  fortrefs,  who  was  a  native  of  Dagheftan,  an 
cxtenfive  country  covered  with  mountains,  on  the 
confines  of  Ruffia  -,  and  I  had  the  plcafure  of  hearing 
him  relate  many  fingularities,  with  refped  to  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  his  country.  The  next  day 
•the  treafurer  entertained  me  in  the  fame  manner.  *i 
now  made  thefe  gentlemen  fmall  prefeiits,  in  return 
for  the  favours  I  had  received  from  them. 

On  the  17  th  we  arrived  at  Tauris,  the  fecond  city 
of  Perfia,  both  with  refpeJt  to  its  extent,  commerce, 
riches,  and  number  of  its  inhabitants.  There  is  the 
largeft  fquare  at  Tauris  I  have  ever  (ten  ;  it  being 
much  more  Ipacious  than  that  of  Ifpahan.  The  Turks, 
when  they  were  in  pofiefllon  of  this  city,  have  fre- 
quently drawn  up  within  this  fquare  30,000  men  in 
order  of  battle.  In  the  evening  the  populace  are  di- 
verted there  with  drolls,  mountebanks,  wreftling, 
ram  and  bull-fights ;  the  repeating  of  pieces  in  profe 
and  verfe,  and  dancing  wolves.  This  fpacious  fquare 
is  in  the  day  time  ufcd  as  a  market  for  all  kinds  of 
provifions.      /'  , 

'     The  number  of  inhabitants  at  Tauris,  I  believe, 
amounts  to  at  lead  550,000  people  -,  befide  a  multi- 
tude 
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tude  of  ftrangers  that  are  conftantly  there  from  all 
parts  of  Afia.  The  fined  Perfian  turbans  are  made 
m  this  city  •,  and  I  have  been  afllired  by  the  principal 
merchants,  that,  the  inhabitants  annually  manufa6lure 
6000  bails  of  filk.  The  commerce  of  this  city  ex- 
tends not  only  all  over  Perfia,  but  into  Turkey,  Ruf- 
fia,  Tartary,  the  Indies,  and  to  the  Black  Sea. 

I  flayed  at  Tauris  for  feme  time,  during  which  I 
fold  a  number  of  jewels  to  the  governor,  and  the  {on 
of  the  receiver-general  of  the  pirovincc,  for  which  I 
received  a  thoufand  crowns ;  but  they  would  not  al- 
low me  to  get  any  thing  by  them  :  the  firft  placed  to 
my  account  his  father's  intereft  with  the  lliah,  and 
the  other  that  of  his  brother's^  and  of  his  uncle  Mirza 
Sadec,  the  great  chancellor ;  forcing  me  to  take  the 
letters  of  recommendation  they  offered  .me,  as  a  re- 
compenfe  for  giving  them  the  profit  I  ought  to  have 
made.  It  is  iiDpoflible  to  conceive  the  careflcs,  the 
fiattery,  the  engaging  and  agreeable  behaviour  ufed 
by  the  great  in  Pc-rfia,  to  promote  their  own  interefv, 
even  in  affairs  of  the  fmalleft  moment :  in  v/hich. 
they  ad  with  fuch  an  appearance  of  fincerity, 
that  a  perfon  ought  to  be  perfc(51:ly  acquainted 
with  the  genius  of  the  country  and  of  the  court,  to 
prevent  his  being  deceived  by  them.  "'-^  ^  " 

As  this  was  the  time  when  the  Curdes,  the  Tur- 
kiiman,  and  the  other  nations  who  dwell  in  tent?, 
and  are  molUy  robbers,  quit  the  plains,  on  account 
of  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  remove  with  their  flocks, 
and  habitations  in  the  mountains  in  fcarch  of  ffiade 
and  pafture,  we  were  advifcd  for  the  rrrcatcr  fecurity 
to  wait  for  company  :  for  this  purpofe  I  (layed  till 
the  28th  of  V1ay,  and  then  f-t  out  with  the  provoft 
of  the  merchants,  who  had  fourteen  horles  and  ten 
valets. 

Leaving  Cafbin,  or  Cafwin,  to  the  right,  v/e  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey  towa/d  Ifp/han.     VVe  liad  for 
fome  tin^'  fet  out  an  hour  or  two  before  fun-fet,  ^nd 
coniplcated  a  journey  of  about  five  or  fix  ki\'j,^\'  s  by 
o  about 
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about  midnight.  People  in  the  eaft  generally  travel 
in  this  manner  during  the  iurr.mer,  to  fccure  them- 
felves  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  is  very  fatio-u- 
ing  both  to  man  and  bead.  In  the  night  they  travel 
with  greater  fpeed.  The  fervants  from  time  to  time 
proceed  on  foot,  and  the  matters  themfelves  are  glad 
to  walk  a  little  to  prevent  their  being  feized  with 
fleep,  and  to  keep  themfelves  warm,  which  eafes  the 
horfes.  On  their  arrival  they  go  to  bed,  and  gain 
in  tl  1  day  the  fleep  they  loft  in  the  night. 

On  the  13th  we  proceeded  to  Kom,  a  large  city 
fituated  along  the  bank  of  a  river.  It  has  alfoTieveral 
handfome  caravanferas,  and  fine  mofques  -,  the  moft 
beautiful  of  thefe  laft,  is  that  in  which  are  interred 
the  princefs  Fatima,  Mahomet's  daughter,  and  the 
two  laft  kings  of  Perfia.  The  ftrufture  of  this 
mofque  is  beautiful,  and  its  ornaments  extreamly 
fumptuous.  The  accefs  is  through  four  large  and 
ftately  courts  ;  the  firft  of  which  is  a  handfome  gar- 
den, and  the  laft  is  paved  with  tranfparent  marble, 
and  furrounded  with  neat  lodgings  for  the  priefts. 
The  door  to  each  maufoleum  is  plated  with  filver, 
and  the  tombs  are  furrounded  with  gates  of  the  fame 
metal.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  richer,  neater  and 
more  magnificent  than  thefe  maufolea.  To  that  of 
Fatima  the  Perfians  give  the  name  of  MafTuma,  or 
Pure,  and  hold  it  in  great  veneration.  There  is  a 
revenue  of  3200  tomans  belonging  to  the  place. 

On  the  24th  we  arrived  at  Ifpahan,  the  metropo- 
lis of  Perfia,  and  one  of  the  largeft  cities  in  the 
world  i  for,  including  the  fuburbs,  it  is  not  lefs  than 
24  miles  in  circumference.  Some  perfons  compute 
the  number  of  the  inhabitants  at  1,100,000,  but 
thofe  who  make  the  moft  moderate  computation  fup- 
pofe  they  amount  to  only  600,000,  and  the  number 
of  houfes  were  at  this  time  faid  to  amount  to  about 
29,460,  without  including  the'  palaces,  mofques, 
public  baths,  bazars,  and  caravanferas.  The  cicy 
appears  as  well  peopltid  as  London ;    it  is  built  on 

the 
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the  banks  of  the  Zenderoud,  over  which  are  three 
fine  bridges,  one  near  the  middle  of  the  city,  and 
one  at  each  end.  The  walls  of  Ifpahan  are  about 
20,000  paces  round ;  they  are  only  built  with  earth, 
and  are  lb  hid  by  the  houfes  and  gardens,  both  on  the 
infide  and  without,  that  in  many  places  they  cannot 
be  feen.  The  city  is  alfo  defended  by  a  ditch  and 
acaftle.  •  t ,,  •  -t"-,^  ■  \(\.  -  • 

The  beauty  of  Ifpahan  particularly -confifts  in  the 
great  number  of  its  magnificent  palaces,  handfome 
houfes,  large  caravanferas,  beautiful  bazars,  and  ia 
i:s  canals  and  fpacious  ftreets,  the  fides  of  which  are 
adorned  with  rows  of  lofty  plane-trees ;  but  the  other 
ftreets  are  generally  narrow  and  crooked.  The  v/orfl: 
is,  they  are  not  paved  ;  but  ^s,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  air  is  very  dry,  and  on  the  other,  the  people  wa- 
ter the  ftreet  before  their  houfes  morning  and  even- 
ing, they  are  neither  fo  dirty  nor  fo  dully  as  might 
beexpeded.  They  have  three  other  confiderable  in- 
conveniencies :  one,  that  the  ftreets  being  over  vaults 
made  for  the  paflage  of  the  canals  which  run  under 
them,  they  fomctimes  fall  in  and  endanger  the  lives 
of  the  paflengers  -,  another  is,  there  being  wells  in 
the  ftreets,  tlie  fides  of  which  are  even  with  the  earth, 
the  paflengers '  are  expofed  to  the  fame  danger,  if 
they  do  not  take  fufficicnt  care  ;  the  third  inconvc-r 
nience  is  a  very  difagreeable  one,  which  is,  that  under 
the  walls  of  the  lioufes  are  large  holes  for  receiving 
all  the  filth,  and  fometinies  ferving  as  common  bog- 
houfes.  The  ftreets,  however,  do  not  ftink  as  might 
be  imagined  -,  which  is  in  part  owning  to  the  drynefs 
of  the  air,  and  alfo  to  thefe  pits  being  emptied  every 
day  by  the  peafants,  who  bring  fruit  and  other  pro- 
vifions  to  the  city,  and  load  their  cattle  with  the 
ordure,  which  they  carry  away  to  manure  their  gar- 
dens.  ■  ■;  V->  ;i  v!J>  --I  "ir  w- Z'  "" ' 

The  city  on  every  fide  appears  at  a  diftance  like  a 
«'ood  intermixed  with  large  and  lofty  domes  aid 
minarets. 
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On  the  2d  of  February,  1674,  having  fold  ereat 
part  of  n'-y  jewels,  I  left  llpahan  and  arrived  on  the 
13th  at  the  ruins  of  ihi*  anticnt  Perfepolis*. 

At  a  uiltance  thefe  mac^niHcent  remains  appear  as 
in  a  kind  of  amphitheatre,  the  mountains  forming  a 
half  moon  as  if  to  embrace  thein.  They  are  featcd 
in  a  5ne  plain  that  extends  two  leagues  in  breadth 
from  the  Ibuth-well  to  the  north-ealt ;  and  near  forty 
leagues  in  1.  ng^h  from  the  north-weft  to  the  fouth- 
caft.  This  phin  is  ufually  called  Mardasjo,  and  the 
inhabitants  pretend  that  it  contains  880  villages,  and 
about  f  5C0  within  the  diftance  of  1 2  leagues  round 
the  ruins,  including  the  viihiges  feared  among  the 
niountains •,  fome  of  which  are  adorned  with  b'.auti- 
ful  gardens.  1  he  greateft  part  of  this  plain  is,  in 
in  the  winter  feafon,  floated  with  water,  which  is  a 
very  advantageous  circumftance  with  refpedl  to  the 
rice  that  grows  at  that  time.  The  foil  of  this  agree- 
able plain  is  moflly  converted  into  arable  lands,  and 
watered  with  .  number  of  ftreams  that  render  it  ex^ 
ceedingly  fertile.  It  abounds  with  many  forts  of  birds, 
and  more  particularly  with  cranes,  pigeons,  quails, 
fnipes,  partridges,  hawks,  and  vaft  flights  of  crows, 
•which  are  very  numerous  throughout  all  Perfia, 

The  antient  paljce  of  the  kings  of  Perfia,  ufually 
called  -the  houfe  of  Darius,  and  by  the  inhabitants 
Chel-meiiar,  or  Chii  minar,  which  fignihes  the  forty 
pillirs,  is  fuuated  to  the  weft,  at  the  foot  of  tiic 
mountain  oi  Kuligrag-met,  or  Compaffion,  antiently 
called  the  Royal  Mountain,  which  is  entirely  com- 
pofed  of  freeftone.  That  fuperb  edifice  has  the  walls 
of  three  oF  its  fides  ftill  ftanding.  The  front  extends 
600  paces  from  north  to  fouth,  and  390  from  call:  to 
weft",  as  far  as  the  mountain,  where  an  afcent  is  formed 

*  There  are  no  remains  of  the  city  itfelf  now  flandinsj;  thofe 
fiill  to  be  jccn,  bcl'-'ngin:^,  accouii.i^  to  Sir  Johi;  Chardi'j,  either 
to  an  antier.c  lc;i)'.  le,  or  accorrljng  to  Mr.  Cornelius  le  B'^uyii,  to 
the  celebrated   jahce  of  l'crl'.-|'""i;-,  wantonly  burnt  by  Alexander 
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between  fome  fcattered  rocks;  beyond  which  there 
appears  to  have  been  formerly  fome  other  buildings, 
the  rocks  appearing  in  fome  places  finely  fmoothed 
and  polidied. 

The  top  of  this  edifice  prefertt^  td  the  view  a  plat- 
form of  400  paces,  extending  from  the  middle  of 
the  front  wall  to  the  mountain  ;  and  along  three  fides 
of  this  wall  is  carried  on  a  pavement  of  two  (lones 
joined  together,  eight  feet  broad.  With  refpe6t  to 
the  height  of  the  wall,  it  is  in  fome  places  24  feet ; 
but  it  is  not  every  where  fo  high,  in  i'ome  places  the 
earth  about  it  is  raifcd,  and  in  others  the  wall  itfelf 
has  funk.  On  examining  the  previous  remains,  we 
mufl:  proceed  as  wc  do  in  examining  thofe  celebrated 
beauties,  whom  age  or  ficknefs  has  brouglit  low, 
that  is  from  the  traces  of  beauty  we«fee,  form  an  idea 
of  what  they  were.  The  ftones  of  the  wall  are  black, 
harder  than  marble,  fome  of  them  finely  poliiiied, 
and  many  of  them  of  fuch  an  amazing  fize,  that  it 
is  difncult  to  conceive  how  they  were  able  to  remove 
and  raife  fuch  prodigious  mafies. 

The  principal  flaircafe  is  placed  between  the  mid* 
die  of  the  front,  and  the  northern  end  of  the  edifice. 
It  confifts  of  two  flights  of  fteps,  that  w;nd  off  from 
each  other  to  the  diftance  of  42  feet  at  the  bottom. 
Thefe  fteps  are  only  four  inches  high,  and  14  in 
breadth.  They  are  the  moft  commodious  ^.ays  M. 
Le  Bruyn)  I  ever  faw,  except  thofe  of  the  viceroy's 
palace  at  Naples;  which  are,  however,  in  my  opi- 
nion, fomething  higher.  There  are  c^^;^  of  thefe  fteps 
on  the  northern  fide,  and  53  to  the  fourh  ;  but  tiiefe 
lall  are  not  fo  entire  as  the  odiers.  .  I  aqi  likewife 
perfuaded  that  there  are  feveral  others  under  ground, 
that  have  been  covered  over  by  length  of  time,  as 
well  as  part  of  the  wall,  which  rifes  44  feet  1 1  inches 
hio-h  in  the  front.  At  the  bottom  of  thefe  two  fliaihcs 
of  fteps,  is  a  fingle  flight,  extending  5  1  feet  4  inches 
f.om  one  to  the  other;  from  thence  the  two  fi;ghts 
Vol,  VI.  C  c  "'"  are 
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arc  carried  off  from  each  other,  and  return  back  to 
the  center  at  an  equal  diftance  from  the  extream  parts 
of  the  top  :  and  above  thefe  flights  is  a  pavement  of 
large  ftones,  and  another  fingle  flight  of  fteps  75 
feet  in  width,  anfwcring  to  that  of  the  bottom,  and 
leading  up  to  the  grand  entrance  of  the  edifice. 
This  ftaircafe  has  a  very  fine  and  Angular  effeft,  an- 
fwering  to  the  magnificent  remains  of  the  reft  of  the 
building. 

On  afcending  the  upper  fl:eps,  the  fpedtator  fees 
before  him,  at  the  diftance  of  42  feet  from  the  front- 
wall  of  the  ftaircafe,  two  grand  portals,  and  as  many 
columns.  Thefe  portals  are  22  feet  4  inches  in 
depth,  and  13  feA  4  inches  in  breadth.  On  the  in- 
fide,  upon  a  kind  of  pilafter  on  each  hand,  is  a  large 
figure  in  baflb  r^jiievo  j  they  bear  fome  refemblance 
to  the  fphynx,  and  are  20  feet  from  the  fore  to  the 
hinder  legs,  and  14  feet  and  a  half  high.  The  faces 
of  thefe  animals  are  broken  off,  and  their  bodies 
much  damaged  *,  but  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  the 
breaft  and  fore-feet  project  from  the  pilafter.  Thofe 
of  the  firft  portal  are  turned  toward  the  ftaircafe,  and 
thofe  of  the  fecond,  each  of  which  has  wings,  face 
the  mountain.  Indeed  it  is  impofllble  to  know  what 
thefe  figures,  thus  mutilated,  were  defigned  to  repre- 
fent ;  but  the  bodies  have  fome  refemblance  to  that 
of  a  horfe.  On  the  upper  part  of  thefe  pilafters 
are  characters,  which  from  their  fmallnefs  and  eleva- 
tion it  is  irr»poflible  to  diftinguifti.  The  height  of 
the  firft  portal  is  39  feet,  and  that  of  the  fecond  28  j 
the  pilafters  ftand  on  a  bafe  five  feet  two  inches  in 
height. 

1  he  two  columns  that  appear  between  the  portals 
are  the  leaft  damaged  of  all,  particularly  with  re- 
ipcft  to  their  capitals,  and  the  other  ornaments  of 
the  upper  parts ;  but  the  bafes  are  entirely  covered 
over  with  earth.  They  are  14  feet  in  circumference, 
and  rife  to  the  height  of  54  feet.     There  were  for- 
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merly  two  others  between  thefe  and  the  laft  portal, 
fcveral  pieces  of  which  lie  half  buried  in  the  ground. 

At  the  dirtance  of  52  feet  fouth  of  the  fame  por- 
tal is  a  large  bafon  for  water,  cut  out  of  a  fingle  (tone 
20  feet  long,  and  17  feet  five  inches  in  breadth,  and 
raifcd  three  feet  and  a  half  above  the  furface  of  the 
floor.  From  this  bafon  to  the  northern  wall  is  an 
extent  of  ground  comprehending  1 50  paces  in  length, 
in  which  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  the  fragments  of 
large  ftones,  and  part  of  the  Ihaft  of  a  column  that 
is  not  fluted  like  the  reft,  and  is  twenty  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. Beyond  this  track  of  ground,  and  as 
far  as  the  mountain,  the  earth  is  covered  with  heaps 
of  ftones. 

Proceeding  fouthward  from  the  portals  already  de- 
fcribed,  you  fee  two  other  flights  of  fteps  refembling 
the  former,  the  one  to  the  eaft,  and  the  other  to  the 
weft.  On  the  upper  part  the  wall  is  embelliflied 
with  foliage,  and  the  reprefentation  of  a  lion  rending 
a  bull  in  baflTo  relievo,  much  larger  than  the  life. 
There  are  alfo  fmall  figures  on  the  middle  wall.  This 
ftaircafc  is  half  buried  under  the  earth. 

From  hence  extends  a  wall  45  feet  in  length,  be- 
yond the  lower  part  of  the  ftaircafe,  and  then  is  an 
interval  of  67  feet,  extending  to  the  weftern  front, 
which  correfponds  with  the  other,  and  has  three 
ranges  of  figures  one  over  the  other,  with  a  lion  tear- 
ing an  afs  that  has  a  horn  projecting  from  the  fore- 
head-, and  between  thefe  animals  and  rows  of  figures 
is  a  fquare  filled  with  antique  charafters,  the  upper- 
moft  of  which  are  defaced.  The  figures  are  lefs  da- 
magad  in  that  part  of  the  ftrufture  where  the  ground 
is  lower :  but  the  wall,  which  extends  from  the  ftair- 
cafe to  the  weftern  front,  has  not  any  figures.  On 
the  other  fide  the  ftairs  are  three  ranges  of  fmall 
figures  i  but  thofe  on  the  upper  row  are  only  vifible 
trom  the  waift  downward,  rhefe  figures  are  only 
two  feet  fiine  inches  high,  and  the   wall,  which  is 

C  c  2  five 
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five  feet  three  inches  in  height,  has  an  extent  of  08 
feer. 

On  the  top  of  the  fteps,  lad  defcribed,  is  an  en- 
trance into  an  open  place  paved  with  large  (tones 
whofe  breadth  is  equal  to  tlic  diftance  from  the  itair- 
cuie  to  the  firil  columns,  which  comprehends  the 
fpace  of  2  2  feet  2  inches.  Thcfe  columns  are  dif- 
pofed  into  two  ranges,  each  of  which  confifts  of  fix 
pillars,  but  none  of  them  are  entire  i  there  are  alio 
eight  bafes  or  pcdeftals,  and  the  ruins  of  fome  others. 
At  the  diiiance  of  70  feet  8  inches,  were  formerly 
fix  rows  of  other  pillars,  each  rovv  con  filling  of  fix : 
thefe  36  pillars  were  lilcewife  22  feet  2  inches  diftant 
from  each  other,  but  only  feven  of  them  are  now 
entire ;  however,  all  the  bafes  of  the  others  are 
ftanding. 

At  the  diftance  of  70  feet  8  inches  from  thefe  rows 
of  columns  on  the  welt,  toward  the  front.of  the  ftair- 
cafe,  were  once  twelve  other  columns  in  two  ranges, 
each  of  which  contained  fix,  but  only  five  are  now 
remaining.  The  ground  is  there  covered  with  the 
fracrnierus  of  columns,  and  the  ornaments  that  ferved 
for'dieir  capitals ;  between  which  are  pieces  of  fculp- 
turc  reprtfentii^g  canuls  on  their  knees.  On  the  top 
of  one  of  the  columns  is  a  compartment  repreftnting 
camels  in  that  polture. 

-  On  advancing  toward  the  eaft,  you  are  prefented 
with  a  view  of  feveral  ruins,  confifting  of  portals, 
paflages  and  windows.  The  infides  of  the  portals 
are  adorned  with  figures  in  bafs  relief.  Thefe  ruins 
extend  90  paces  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  125  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  are  60  paces  both  from  the 
columns  and  the  mountains.  In  the  middle  of  thtfe 
ruins  the  earth  is  covered  witli  76  broken  columns; 
19  of  which  ftill  fupport  the  entablature  :  their  ftiafts 
are  formed  of  four  pieces,  beude  the  bafe  and  ca- 
pital. 

At  the  diftance  of  1 18  feet  from  thefe -columns  to 
'^v^*|  •  .    ,  •  .      '^  ■      '  the 
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the  foiith,  is  an  edifice  that  riles  higher  tlian  any 
other  part  of  the  ruins,  from  its  being  fitLKU-jtl  on  a 
hill.  The  front  wall,  which  is  five  fee t  \[:v^n  inches 
high  on  that  fide,  is  compofed  of  a  fi:i<^lc  range  of 
ftoncs,  fome  of  which  are  eight  feet  deep  -,  and  the 
wall  extends  1 1 3  feet  from  eaft  to  well,  but  has 
neither  figures  nor  any  other  ornaments.  However, 
in  the  middle  of  the  front  are  the  ruins  of  a  double 
ftaircafe,  on  the  fides  of  which  are  feveral  figures. 
The  reft  of  the  building  was  chiefly  compoled  of 
large  and  fmall  portals,  and  is  entirely  dcflroyed. 
The  largeft  of  thefe  portals  is  five  feet  wide,  and 
five  feet  two  inches  deep.  Among  the  reft,  two  por- 
tals appear  to  the  north,  with  three  niches  or  windows 
walled  up.  Under  thefe  portals  are  the  figures  of  a 
man  and  two  women,  down  to  the  knees  -,  for  their 
legs  are  covered  with  earth  that  is  raifed  againfl: 
them.  Under  the  other  gate  is  ti  e  figure  of  a  man 
hol'^ing  a  fion  by  the  mane.  To  the  fouth  is  a  por- 
tal and  four  open  windows,  each  of  which  is  five 
feet  nine  inches  wide^  and  eleven  in  height,  includ- 
ing the  cornice  j  their  depth  is  equal  to  that  of  the 
grand  portals.  The  two  fiJes  of  this  gate  are  carved 
with  the  figure  of  a  man,  with  fomething  on  his  head 
refembling  a  tiara.  He  is  accconapanied  by  two  wo- 
men, one  of  them  holds  an  umbrella  over  his  head. 
'  On  the  infide,  three  niches  arc  covered  with  ancient 
Perfian  characters. 

There  are  two  other  gates  to  the  weft  that  are  not 
covered  ;  within  one  of  thefe  is  the  fis;ure  of  a  man 
fighting  a  bull :  with  his  left  hand  he  grafps  a  horn 
in  his  for:!head,  while  with  his  right  he  plunges  a 
dagger  into  his  belly.  On  the  other  fide  the  figure, 
another  man  clafps  the  horn  with  his  rig!u  hand,  and 
ftabs  the  beaft  with  his  le.'t.  The  fecond  portal  has 
the  figure  of  a  man  carved  in  the  fame  manner,  with 
a  winged  deer,  that  has  a  horn  in  his  forehead.-. 
Horns  were  antiently  t'^.e  embiems  of  ftrength  and 
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majefty  •,  they  were  therefore  given  to  the  fun  and  the 
moon  i  nnd  Alexander  was  called  by  the  Orientals, 
Dhulkarnam,  or  the  horned,  bccaufe  he  made  him- 
felf  king  of  the  horns  of  the  fun,  that  is,  of  the  cad 
and  the  wefl-. 

Behind  this  edifice  are  the  ruins  of  another,  which 
exceed  it  in  length  by  38  feet.  It  has  alfo  niches  and 
windows,  the  former  of  which  are  cut  out  of  fingle 
Hones.  A  little  to  the  fouth  is  a  double  flight  of 
fteps  feparated  by  walls  embellifhcd  with  fmall  figures 
and  foliage. 

Farther  to  the  fouth,  are  fubterrancous  paflages, 
into  which  none  of  the  natives  of  the  country  dare  to 
enter,  though  they  are  faid  to  contain  great  treafures  i 
this  is  owing  to  a  general  perfuafion,  that  all  the 
lights  carried  in:o  thcfe  places  will  go  out  of  them- 
felves.  This  opinion  did  not,  however,  intimidate 
either  Sir  John  Chardin  or  Mr.  Le  Bruyn ;  they 
both  examined  them  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  pro- 
ceeding with  lights  through  thefe  paflages,  till  they 
ended  in  a  narrow  track,  which  extended  a  great 
length,  and  appeared  to  have  been  originally  contriv- 
ed for  an  aquedudt  •,  but  its  ftraitnefs  rendered  it  im- 
poflible  to  be  pafled. 

Still  farther  to  the  fouth  are  the  remains  of  another 
edifice,  which  extend  1 60  feet  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  191  from  weft  to  eaft.  Ten  portals  belonging 
to  it  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  together  with  fcven  windows 
and  forty  inclofures,  that  were  formerly  covered 
rooms.  In  the  middle  are  the  bafes  of  ^6  columns 
in  fix  ranges,  and  the  ground  is  covered  with  large 
ftones,  under  which  were  aquedu6ts. 

There  anciently  ftood  another  ftru(5ture  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  lift  mentioned  building.  On  the  ruins 
of  the  wall,  which  ftill  riles  near  two  feet  above  the 
pavement,  are  cut  the  figures  of  men  in  bafib  relievo, 
each  reprefented  with  a  lance.  The  ground  enclofed 
by  this  wall  contains  a  number  of  round  ftones  that 
v.ere  the  bafes  of  columns. 

On 
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On  the  eaft  fide  of  thefe  laft  ruins  are  the  remains 
of  a  beautiful  ftaircafe,  60  feet  in  length,  refemblinsr 
that  of  the  front  wall  i  but  though  molt  of  the  rtcps 
arc  deftroyed  by  time,  the  wall  that  feparates  the  two 
flights  is  dill  eight  feet  in  height,  and  adorned  with 
figures  almoft  as  big  as  the  life.  The  front  contains 
the  reprefentation  of  a  lion  encountering  a  bull :  there 
arc  alio  lions  of  the  fame  workmanlhip  on  the  wings 
of  the  ftaircafe;  both  of  them  accompanied  with 
characters  and  figures  almoft  as  big  as  the  life.  Co- 
lumns were  formerly  difpofed  between  this  edifice 
and  the  other  laft  mentioned.  Among  thefe  ruins 
are  four  portals,  each  adorned  with  the  figure  of  a 
man,  and  two  women  holding  an  umbrella  over  his 
head. 

A  little  to  the  north  of  thefe  two  laft  edifices  are 
two  portals  with  their  pilafters,  on  one  of  which  is 
alfo  the  figure  of  a  man  and  two  women,  one  of 
whom  holds  an  umbrella  over  his  head.  About  thefe 
women  is  a  fmall  figure  with  wings,  which  are  ex- 
panded to  the  fides  of  the  portico.  The  lower  part 
of  the  buft  of  this  figure  feems  to  terminate  on  the 
two  fides,  with  a  fpread  of  foliage,  and  a  kind  of 
frieze.  Over  the  fccond  figure  a  man  is  feated  in  a 
chair,  with  a  ftaflf  in  his  hand  •,  and  another  ftands 
behind  him,  with  his  right  hand  upon  the  chair :  a 
fmall  figure  above  holds  a  circle  in  its  lefc  hand,  and 
points  to  fomething  in  his  right.  Under  this  portal 
are  three  ranges  of  figures,  ail  of  which  have  their 
hands  lifted  up  *,  and  over  the  third  pilafter,  which 
ftill  remains,  two  women  hold  an  umbrella  over  the 
head  of  a  man.  The  earth  is  alfo  covered  with  frag- 
ments of  columns  and  other  antiquities. 

From  hence  you  proceed  to  the  laft  ruins  of  the 
ftruftures  on  the  mountain.  On  the  fouth-fide 
are  two  portals,  under  each  of  which  a  man  is  feaied 
in  a  chair,  with  a  ftaff  in  his  right  hand,  and  in  his 
left  a  kind  of  vale :    behind  him  is  another  figure, 
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which  holds  fomething  on  his  head  like  the  tail  of  ^ 
fca-horfe,  and  has  a  linen  cloth  in  his  right  hand.  Be- 
hind are  three  rows  of  figures  with  lifted  hands :  foqr 
in  the  firft,  and  five  in  eaci:  of  the  other  two  rows. 
They  are  three  feet  four  inches  high  ;  but  the  feated 
figures  are  much  larger  than  the  life.  Above  this  are 
fcveral  ornamental  ranges  of  foliage,  the  loweft  of 
which  is  intermixed  with  fmall  lions,  and  the  hiajieft 
with  oxen.  Over  thefe  ornaments  is  a  little  win^red 
figure,  which  holds  in  his  left  hand  fomething  that 
ijjfemble  a  fmall  glafs,  and  makes  a  fignal  -with  its 
right.  Thefe  portals  are  twelve  feet  five  inches  in 
breadth,  and  ten  feet  four  inches  deep;  and  the 
higheft  of  the  pilafters  is  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty 
feet.  On  the  two  toward  the  north  a  man  is  feated, 
with  a  perfon  behind  him,  like  the  preceeding  figures  j 
and  behind  this  are  two  other  men,  holding  in  their 
hands  fomething  that  is  broken  :  before  the  figure 
rcprefented  fitting,  are  tvi'o  other  figures,  one  with 
his  hands  on  his  lips  with  an  air  ot  falutation,  and 
the  other  holding  a  fmall  veflel.  Above  thtfe  figures 
is  a  ftone  filled  with  ornaments,  and  below  are  five 
ranges  of  figures,  three  feet  in  height :  thefe  are  a 
band  of  foldiers  armed  in  difl^erent  manners.  From 
the  foot  of  thefe  mountains  you  have  a  full  view  of 
j%U  thp  ruins,  except  the  walls  and  flaircafes  that  can- 
npt  here  be  leen.  ..-:,,  j     /;    ,    -)>  -?; 

No  other  diflference  is  obferved  in  the  columns,  ex- 
cept that  foipe  of  them  have  capitals,  and  others  have 
not ;  with  refpe£t  to  the  elevation  of  thofe  that  are 
perfe^,  they  are  all  from  70  to  72  feet  high,  and  are 
J  8  feet  five  inches  in  circumference,  except  tliofe  near 
the  firft  portals.  The  bafes  are  round,  and  24.  feci 
live  inches  in  circumference  j  the  f-  are  four  feet  thru; 
inches  high,  ^nd  the  lower  moulding  is  one  foot  ii'-e 
inches  thick.  They  have  three  forts  of  ornament^;, 
^hich  may  be  termed  capitals. 

j3efide  th^  b^flb  relievo  already  rpen^ioncd,  tlmo 
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are  many  others  •,  particularly  the  reprefentation  of 
a  triumph,  or  a  proceflion  of  people  bearing  prefents 
to  a  king,  confilting  of  a  great  number  of  figures, 
with  Ibme  led  horfes,  an  empty  chariot,  a  led  camel, 
&€.  The  drapery  of  all  the  human  figures  in  this 
edifice  is  extreamly  Angular,  and  has  no  relation  to 
that  of  the  antient  Greeks  and  Romans.  Their  mi- 
litary habits  are  agreeable  to  the  mode  of  the  Perfians 
and  Medes.  The  rules  of  art  are  not  obferved  in  the 
figures,  fince  no  mufcles  are  vifible  in  the  naked 
parts,  and  the  figures  themfelves  have  a  heavy  air ; 
nothing  has  been  obferved  but  the  contours,  and  this 
negle6t  caufes  them  to  appear  ftifi^  and  inelegant : 
the  drapery  has  alfo  the  fame  defeds,  and  the  whole 
has  a  taftelfs  famenefs.  However,  the  proportions 
have  been  finely  kept,  which  proves  that  thofe  who 
made  them  were  not  entirely  deftitute  of  capacity, 
but  were  probably  obliged  to  be  too  expeditious  to 
finilh  them  with  proper  care.  Tae  generality  of  the 
ftones  are  poliflied  like  a  mirror,  particularly  thofe 
within  the  portals,,  and  which  compofe  the  windows 
and  pavements.  Thefe  are  of  ditferent  colours,  as 
yellow,  white,  grey,  red,  deep  blue,  and  in  lome 
places  black  ;  but  the  ftones  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  edifice  are  of  a  clear  blue. 

Indeed  every  thing  correfponds  with  the  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  a  great  king's  palace,  to  which 
the  images  and  relievos  give  a  furprifing  air  of  ma- 
jefty.  ,lt  is  certain  there  have  been  very  ftately  por- 
tals and  grand  galleries  to  afford  a  communication 
with  all  the  detached  parts  of  the  ftru6lure  :  moft  of 
the  columns,  whofe  remains  arc  ftill  fo  beautiful,  were 
evidently  intended  to  fupport  thofe  galleries  and 
there  even  feems  to  be  (till  fome  remains  of  the  royal 
apartments.  In  a  word,  the  magnificence  of  thefc 
ruins  can  never  bt*  fufficiently  admired  •,  and  this 
ilrudure  muft  undoubtedly  have  coll  immenfe  trea- 
iures.     Ti^is  palace,  which  WaS  the  glory  of  all  the 
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Eaft,  owed  its  deftru^tion  to  the  debauchery  and 
frenzy  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who  after  he  had  prc- 
ferved  it  from  the  ravages'of  war,  above  2000  years 
ago,  reduced  it  to  afhes  at  the  folicitation  of  Thais  a 
Grecian  courtezan. 

There  are  two  antient  tombs  of  the  kings  near 
the  mountain,  one  to  the  north,  and  the  other  to  the 
fouth  i  both  of  them  are  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and 
are  noble  fragments  of  antiquity.  Their  fronts  are 
covered  with  figures  and  other  ornaments ;  and  the 
form  of  both  are  nearly  the  fame.  That  part  of  the 
tomb  on  which  the  figures  are  carved  is  40  feet  wide: 
the  height  is  almoft  equal  to  the  width  below,  and 
the  rock  extends  on  each  fide  to  the  diftance  of  fixty 
paces.  Below,  a  range  of  four  columns  fupport  the 
entablature  on  their  capitals  ;  each  of  which  is  com- 
pofed  of  the  heads  of  two  oxen  as  far  as  the  breaft, 
with  the  forelegs  bent  on  the  top  of  each  column. 
The  gate  which  is  furrounded  with  ornaments,  is 
placed  between  two  of  thefe  columns  in  the  middl' , 
but  is  at  prefcnt  almoft  clofed  up.  Above  the  cc 
lumns  is  the  cornice  and  entablature,  adorned  with 
1 8  fmall  lions  in  bafs  relief,  nine  on  each  fide  ad- 
vancing toward  the  middle,  where  there  is  a  fmall 
ornament  refembling  a  vafe.  Above  the  lions  are 
two  ranges  of  figures,  almoft  as  large  as  the  life, 
fourteen  in  each  range,  armed  and  lifting  up  their 
hands,  as  if  to  fupport  the  building  above  them  -, 
and  on  the  fide  is  an  ornament  fomewhat  in  the  form 
of  a  pillar,  with  the  hand  of  fome  animal  that  has 
only  one  horn.  Above  this  is  another  cornice,  orna- 
mented with  leaves.  On  the  left,  where  the  wall 
projeds,  are  three  rows  of  niclies,  one  above  each 
otiier,  each  of  them  containing  two  figures,  armed 
with  lances,  and  three  others  on  the  fide  armed  in 
the  fame  manner.  There  are  likewife  two  on  the 
right  fide,  with  their  left  hands  placed  on  their 
beards,  and  the  right  on  their  body  j  on  the  fide  of 
thefe  are  three  others,  in  the  fame  difpofition  as  thofe 
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on  the  other  fide.  At  fome  diftance  below,  and  be- 
tween thefe  figures  and  an  ornament  that  has  fome 
diftant  refemblance  of  a  round  pillar,  there  is  another 
fiffure  on  each  fide,  very  much  impaired.  Above  on 
three  fteps  ftands  a  figure  that  has  the  air  of  a  king, 
pointing  at  fomething  with  his  right  hand,  and  hold- 
ing a  kind  of  bow  in  his  left.  Before  him  is  an  al- 
tar^  on  which  an  offering  is  made,  from  whence  the 
flames  are  reprcfentcd  afcending.  Above  this  altar 
appears  the  moon,  and  it  is  faid,  that  there  was  once 
a  fun  behind  the  figure  •,  but  nothing  of  it  is  now  to 
bcften.  In  the  middle,  and  above  all  this  appears  a 
fmall  myftic  figure,  that  is  alfo  to  be  fecn  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  other  buildings. 

Two  leagues  from  thefc  ruins  is  a  place  called  Noxi 
Ruftan,  but  the  traveller  is  obliged  to  take  a  large 
circuit  to  go  thither ;  becaufe  a  river  crofles  the  coun- 
try, which  can  only  be  paffed  over  a  bridge,  at  a 
confiderable  didance :  the  plain  is  alfo  cut  into  a  va- 
riety of  fmall  canals,  that  are  fo  many  impediments 
to  travellers  in  their  way  thither.  In  this  place  are 
four  tombs  of  perfons  of  eminence  among  the  antient 
Perfians,  that  much  refemble  thofe  of  Perfepolis; 
only  they  are  cut  much  higher  in  the  rock.  This 
place  receives  its  name  from  one  Raftan,  whofe  figure 
is  there  carved  to  perpetuate  his  memory.  He  is  faid 
to  have  been  a  potent  prince.  The  tombs  have  their 
bafes  1 8  feet  above  the  furface  of  the  caufeway,  and 
rife  about  four  times  that  height ;  and  the  rock  is  twice 
as  high  as  the  tombs,  which  arc  60  feet  wide  in  the 
middle.  Under  each  tomb  is  a  feparate  table,  filled 
with  large  figures  in  low  relief;  and  on  two  of  thefe 
tables  are  fome  traces  of  men  fighting  on  horfe- 
back. 

On  the  1 9th  of  February  I  left  Perfepolis,  after 
having  ftaid  there  five  days,  and  then  proceeding  nine 
leagues,  the  next  morning  reached  Schiras,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  province  of  Fars,  and  one  of  the  greateft 
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and  mofb  confiderable  cities  in  Perfia.  It  is  fituated 
between  the  mountains,  in  a  plain  between  feven  and 
tight  leagues  in  length,  and  about  four  in  breadth  : 
as  fine  and  as  fertile  a  fpot  as  imagination  can  con- 
ceive. 

The  great  ftreets  are  bordered  with  trees  :  thefe 
are  their  principal  ornaments ;  for  there  are  not  many 
grand  bazars,  nor  fine  baths.  Mod  of  the  buildings 
of  the  city  are  in  ruins,  and  the  ftreets  fo  narrow  and 
dirty,  that  they  are  hardly  paflfable  in  rainy  feafons ; 
and  in  feveral  places  paffengers  are  obliged  to  bend 
their  bodies  in  order  to  walk  under  the  arches  before 
the  houfes .  efpecially  in  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the 
Jews.  The  ftreets  are  alfo  made  extreamly  offcnfive 
by  the  many  neceflary  houies  in  them,  which  render 
the  air  very  difagreeable :  the  jackals  not  only  infeft 
the  burying  grounds,  but  often  commit  great  difor- 
ders  in  the  city,  and  in  the  night-time  make  dilmal 
bowlings  that  refemble  an  human  voice. 

The  public  gardens  at  Schiras,  which  are  about, 
twenty,  are  extreanily  delightful ;  the  trees  are  the 
largeft  of  the  kind  perhaps  in  the  world  :  thefe  are 
planted  without  order,  and  the  foil  enamelled  with 
flowers,  which  are  in  the  greateft  plenty,  and  of  the 
brighteft  colours.  In  the  king*s  garden,  to  the  fouth 
of  Schiras,  I  obferved  a  tree,  the  trunk  of  which  was 
eight  yr.rds  round.  The  inhabitants,  from  the  great 
age  of  this  tree,  conceive  the  higheft  veneration  for 
it :  they  go  to  pray  under  its  fhade,  and  tie  chaplets, 
amulets,  and  pieces  of  their  cloaths  to  the  boughs. 
The  fick,  or  others  for  them,  come  there  to  burn 
inccnfe,  ro  fix  lighted  candles  to  it,  and  to  perform 
other  ftipcrftitious  ceremonies,  with  the  hopes  of  re- 
covering thrir  health.  There  are  throughout  Perfia, 
many  trees  thus  luperfLitioun/  revered  by  the  people, 
'  About  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  the  ea(t  of  Schiras 
15.  the  tomb  c^"  fneik  Sadi,  one  of  the  moil:  celebrated 
Pcrfian  authors  in  profe  and  verfc,  who  lived  ab;;u: 
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400  years  ago,  and  whofe  works  contain  the  fincffi 
morals.  On  one  fide  of  his  tomb  \s  a  large  o<5tagon 
bafon,  the  water  of  which  is  moderately  warm,  and 
eoQtains  plenty  of  fifh  confecrated  to  the  fheik  ♦,  but 
the  common  people  imagine,  that  if  any  perfon  takes 
them,  he  will  be  punifbed  with  fudden  death  :  buc 
though  I  was  feveral  times  at  Schiras,  1  never  went ' 
thither  without  having  a  good  plate  of  thele  fifh  witb 
the  Carmilite  friars,  with  whom  1  always  lodged. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  city,  by  the  corner  of  a 
mountain,  are  the  ruins  of  an  antient  caftle,  and  at 
fome  diftance  from  it  a  convent  of  dervifes,  near 
which  are  two  deep  holes  in  the  ground  :  the  mouth 
of  one  of  them  is  four  feet  and  a  half  round,  and  it 
is  of  an  unFathomable  depth.  I  was  told,  that  on 
throwing  a  large  ftone  into  it,  one  nwght  diftindtly 
repeat  the  Lord's  prayer,  before  the  noifc  made  by 
its  falling  ceafed  •,  and  this  I  found  to  be  true,  by  try- 
ing the  experiment  three  times  fucceffively.    vyi  Tin;  t 

A  league  beyond  thefe  ruins,  you  fee  the  remains 
of  an  antient  building  of  ftone  and  marble,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  folidity  of  the  ftru6lure,  and  the 
durabienefs  of  the  materials,  is  greatly  decayed.  It 
is  a  fmall  temple,  38  or  40  paces  round,  fituated  on 
the  declivity  of  a  mountain,  with  three  gates,  which 
are  ftill  pretty  entire,  opening  to  the  north,  fouth  and 
call.  They  are  eleven  feet  high,  and  three  broad; 
on  the  fides  of  each  is  the  figure  of  a  woman  done  in 
relief  as  big  as  the  life,  refembling  thole  at  Perfepo- 
lis.  The  Perfians  call  this  place  Mador  Sulemon, 
that  is,  the  Mother  of  Solomon :  they  prercrrd  that 
^«  built,  the  temple,  aad  came  hither  to  p.'.y  her  de- 
votions. Bizarus  relates,  that  a  tomb  is  found  there 
infcribed  with  Hebrew  cliaraders-,  but  I  faw  no  fuch 
thing,  and  am  pcrluadtd  that  thsie  opinions  are  ill 
founded. 

The  fertility  of  the  counrry  about  Schiras  is  very 
rurprifing.      it  produc.s  the  iinell  hgiics,  and  the 
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bcft  pafturcs.  The  fliecp  are  fo  fat,  that  their  tails 
weigh  eighteen  or  twenty  pounds  weight.  As  to  the 
fruits,  among  the  reft  the  pomegranates  are  as  large 
as  the  head  of  a  new  born  child :  but  the  beft  fruit 
is  the  grape,  of  which  there  are  three  principal  forts ; 
one  very  fmall,  which  is  fweet  and  delicious,  and  the 
feed  fo  minute  and  tender  that  it  can  fcarccly  be  per- 
ceived i  the  great  white  grape ;  and  a  large  red  grape, 
the  bunches  of  which  weigh  12  or  13  pounds.  Of 
this  grape  alone  they  make  the  excellent  wine  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  name  of  the  Wine  of  Schiras,  which, 
for  its  fine  colour  and  richnefs  of  tafte,  is  efteemed 
the  beft,  not  only  in  Perfia,  but  throughout  the  eaft. 

On  the  24th  I  left  Schiras,  where  I  had  lodged  in 
the  monaftery  of  the  Carmelites,  who  give  a  very 
civil  reception  to  all  the  Europeans  who  come  to 
them,  without  diftinftion  of  nation  or  religion,  and 
thankfully  take  whatever  any  one  gives  them  in  re- 
turn for  their  hofpitality. 

On  the  7th  of  March  I  fet  out  from  Laer  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  pading  by  the  village  of  Cher- 
cofF,  which  is  full  of  gardens,  arrived  at  Gormoiith ; 
a  town,  which,  with  its  gardens,  confifting  chiefly  of 
date-trees,  was  a  league  in  length,  and  beyond  the 
town,  groves  of  thefe  trees  extended  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach.  The  inhabitants  of  Caramania  Deferta 
retire,  during  the  fummer,  into  thefe  woods,  to  fliel- 
ter  themfclves  from  the  heat,  which  in  that  feafon  is 
infupportable,  as  I  found  in  the  year  1677,  when  I 
paffcd  through  this  country  at  the  end  of  Auguft: 
tor  then  the  wind  was  fo  'lOt,  even  in  the  night,  that 
I  was  frequently  obliged  to  turn  afide  my  borfe  and 
cover  my  face  with  my  handkerchief,  to  avoid  the 
blafts  that  could  no  more  be  endured  than  flame.  1 
was  once  reduced  to  the  necefllty  of  throwing  myfelf 
from  my  horfe,  and  lying  with  my  face  to  the  earth, 
to  avoid  the  fcorching  vapours  •,  but  found  that  thofe 
which  arife  from  thence  were  even  ftill  more  fuflbcat- 
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ing.  In  the  day  I  was  obliged  to  continue  naked  in 
a  caravanfera,  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  four  in 
the  afternoon,  feated  or  lying  on  a  ikin  of  Ruflia  lea- 
ther, not  only  on  account  of  the  heat,  but  becaufe 
water  inceffantly  flowed  from  my  body  in  fweat,  in 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
and  every  thing  I  took  in  my  hand  was  immediately 
wet.  I  had  taken  two  camels  at  Laer  with  my  ufual 
baggage,  the^one  to  carry  water,  and  the  other  pro- 
vifions,  becaufe  the  country  was  deferted  ;  and  really 
for  25  leagues,  that  is,  from  Gormouth  to  Coure- 
ftoon,  I  did  not  fee  a  fingle  perfon,  every  body  being 
then  retired  into  the  woods  of  date- trees,  or  into  the 
mountains  i  and  as  the  dates  were  then  ripe,  the 
people;  lived  on  almoft  nothing  elfe.  This  fruit  is 
nourilhing,  ar-^  wherever  it  grows  there  is  a  certainty 
of  finding  water.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  knd 
which  bears  dates  is  always  fandy  \  and  that  at  1 2  or 
15  feet  beneath  the  furface,  water  is  to  be  found  : 
the  people  therefore  dig  pits,  and  thofe  that  are  laft 
dug  have  always  the  beft  water. 

I  remember,  that  performing  this  journey  five 
years  before,  I  happened  to  lofe  my  way,  and  ramble 
into  the  mountains  :  I  thought  myfelf  loft,  and  ex- 
pedted  never  to  return.  Having  wandered  part  of 
the  night,  I  laid  myfelf  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  hold- 
ing my  horfe  by  the  bridle,  and  waiting  till  it  was 
light.  When  the  day  came,  I  difcovcred  a  wood  of 
date-trees  at  two  leagues  diftance,  where  being  ar- 
rived, I  found  I  had  advanced  fix  leagues  on  my 
way,  and  a  collector  of  the  taxes  conduced  me  to 
the  road.  I  never  fufFered  fo  much  in  my  whole  life^ 
the  morning  appeared  to  bring  fome  coolnefs  with 
the  dew,  but  the  heat  returning  with  the  fun,  at  firft 
confumed  this  fmall  humidity,  and  affected  me  fo 
violently,  that  I  could  not  even  fweat,  it  feeming  to 
burn  and  dry  up  my  very  entrails.  My  horfe  ftopt 
«  every  ftep,  not  having  ftrength  to  advance ;  but 

what 
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what  pttfftd  me  moft,  was  my  not  being  able  to 
keep  either  my  mouth  or  my  eyes  open^  on  account 
of  the  exhalations  from  the  earth,  which  role  to  niy 
foce  like  gufts  of  flame  pouring  from  the  mouth  of 
^  lighted  oven.  I  alfo  obferved  two  circumftances 
in  thefe  regions  during  the  heat  of  fummer ;  the  one 
is,  that  the  fields  are  entirely  burnt  up,  and  there 
at'iks  through  the  whole  ftight  and  morning  vapours 
excited  by  the  heat  of  the  eanh,  which  cover  it  in 
fbch  a  manner,  that  it  cannot  be  difeovered  at  fifty 
paces  diftance^  it  perfedly  rcfembling  a  fea,  or  feme 
great  lake  in  a  calm. 

On  the  9th,  I  proceeded  fix  leagues  through  a 
mountainous  and  ftony  country,  where  are  neverthe- 
lefs  many  ftreams  of  running  water,  efpeclally  in 
fpring  :  thefe  arc  very  clear  ;  but  great  care  muft  be 
taken  not  to  drink  this  water,  it  being  almoft  as  fait 
as  that  of  the  feay  which  proceeds  from  the  land  over 
which  it  paffes;  for  this  land  is  in  fummer  white  with 
the  fait  that  covers  it.  We  fi:opped  at  Tanguedelan, 
where  are  two  caravanferas  with  cifterns.  This  place 
is  between  two  very  high  nfiountains,  a  quarter  of  a 
league  diftant  from  each  other.  One  of  the  caravan- 
feras ha«  a  bafon  of  running  water  -,  but  it  is  brackifh, 
and  not  fit  to  drink:  yet  it  is  brought  by  a  grand 
aquedudl  to  this  caravanfera,  whence  h  takes  its 
(Jourfe  toward  the  oppofite  mountain,  through  which 
it  pafles  by  a  canal  cut  in  the  rock,  300  paces  in 
length. 

Ort  the  1 2th,  Imet  a  great  lord  on  the  road,  named 
Ali  Kow-li  Khan,  who  was  returning  from  his  govern- 
ment of  Gambroon,  in  order  to  go  to  a  province  in 
ferfiav  given  him  by  the  fhah.  He  had  a  grand 
t*-aia  :  his  women,  with  all  that  belonged  to  them, 
were  carried  on  80  camels,  40  mulesj  and  20  hoifes. 
His  own  retinue  and  effeds  were  conveyed  on 
twice  as  many  camels  and  mules.  Many  of  the 
pcafantfi  fled  from  the  villages  on  the  road,  for 
7  fear 
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fear  that   his  men  fliould  take  their  provifions  by 
farce.  ' 

As  I  was  preparing  to  fee  out  at  five  in  the  even- 
ing, I  obferved  that  the  air  A'as  darlcened,  as  when 
(lie  iky  is  covered  with  clouds;  and  confidering  that" 
tills  coflld  not  be  the  Culb,  1  recollected  that  ihefe 
douds  confided  of  iocufts  -,  and  indeed,  as  tliey  paf- 
Icd,  a  prodigious  number  of  thofc  dcftrudtive  inledls 
rVil  to  the*  ground  :  they  were  the  largeft  I  had  ever 
fcen,  and  fo  heavy  diat  they  could  not  rife  jgain. 
The  peafiints  gathered  them  as  they  fell  •,  and  told 
me,  that  i-n  this  feafon  fuch  clouds  appear  almofl 
t^very  night :  having  gathered,  they  dry  and  falc 
tliem»  alter  v/hich  they  live  upon  them,  and  fell 
them  to  each  oiher  very  icbeap,  as  they  are  their  com- 
mon food. 

This  day  we  proceeded  five  leagues  in  a  very  level 
country,  but  through  moving  lands  into  v/hich  the 
horfcs  funk.  After  advancing  a  league,  we  pafied. 
by  a  frr.all  village  abounding  with  date-trees  and 
running  water:  the  inhabitants  I  found  there  cuttting 
riieir  corn ;  and  as  I  had  feen  the  people  about  l^er- 
fq^olis  fowing  the  land  about  three  weeks  before,  I 
could  not  help  thinking  it  very  remarkable,  that  I 
fliould  fee  people  fow  corn  after  tlie  middle  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  reap  it  before  ti^e  middle  of  March  fol- 
lowing. This  happened  to  me  frvenil  times  in  my. 
journies  in  Perfia  in  rhc  like  fp.xe  ^f  three  weecks: 
indeed  t'-e  empire  of  i^-rfia  is  lo  iituaed  and  fo  exten- 
live,  that  it  has  fu!^imer  and  winter  at  the  fame  titne, 
iheonc  on  one  fi  ie,  and  the  other  on  the  other. 

The  next  day  I  fet  out  at  two  in  t!ic  morning,  and 
reahed  Gambroon,  or  as  it  is  cilleJ  by  t'le  IVrfims, 
Bander  AoaiTie,  or  the  Port  of  Aba=!.  Gambrooi  is 
ntuated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Schiras,  as  that  town  is 
of  Ifpahan.  Ihe  distance  between  this  place  and  the 
k!t  mentioned  city  is  computed  at  182  leagues : 
but  thefe  leagues  are  very  loner,  anJ  the  mountains. 
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■with  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  render  the  journey 
very  tedious. 

The  hpufes  of  Gambroon  are  built  fo  near  the 
water,  that  in  a  high  fca  they  are  wa(hed  by  the 
waves.  It  is  fituatcd  between  the  iflands  of -Ormus 
and  Kifmis,  the  one  to  the  left  and  the  other  to  the 
right ;  and  the  coaft  of  Arabia  being  bordered  by  high 
mountains,  may  alfo  be  fecn  in  a  clear  day  to  the 
right,  at  20  leagues  didance.  Three  leagues  behind 
GaiTibroon  are  alfo  very  high  mountains,  which  ate 
far  from  being  barren,  they  being  covered  with  trees 
and  abounding  with  water.  The  territory  belonging 
to  Gambroon  is,  however,  dry  and  fleril,  it  confid- 
ing of  moving  fand.  Tlie  town  is  furrounded  by  a 
wall  on  the  land  fide,  ^nd  has  two  fnnll  fortreffes; 
The  houfes  are  computed  at  14  or  1500,  one  third 
of  which  are  Indian  Gcntoos  or  Idolaters,  and  a  few 
Jews;  the  greatelt  part  are  Perfians,  and  the  reft 
Englifh,  French  and  Dutch,  belonging  to  their  re- 
fpedVive  companies.  The  Governor  of  the  province 
ufually  refides  there,  and  not  at  the  capital,  which  is 
called  Neris,  and  is  ten  days  journey  from  thence: 
he  has  a  pretty  large  and  commodious  palace  at  the 
end  of  the  town,  at  the  greated  dilliance  from  the 
fea,  built  with  (lone  brought  from  the  ifle  of  Ormus, 
and  all  the  houfes  have  flat  roofs. 

This  town  has  no  port,  but  the  road  is  as  large, 
good  and  fafe,  as  any  in  the  univerfe  ;  however,  it  has 
one  great  inconvenience,  which  is,  that  the  veiTels 
that  (lay  there  during  the  fummer,  are  fubjed  to  be 
greatly  damaged  by  being  eaten  with  the  worms.  The 
fliips  lie  at  Jlnchor  in  four  or  five  fathoms  water,  in 
as  fec'-ire  a  fituation  as  if  they  were  in  a  balon, 

The  water  of  Gambroon  is  very  brackifh,  and 
drank  by  none  but  the  poor :  it  is  taken  out  of  pits 
dug  three  fatxhqms  deep  in  the  fand.  The  common 
people  drink  the  water  of  Mines,  a  village  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  league  fronvthe  portj  and  the  people  in 
••■■-' 6        ■    •  ■   >     ..-■..  fafy 
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€aiy  c  ire  urn  (lances  drink  the  water  of  IHin,  a  large 
^d  fine  village  iituated  ac  the  foot  of  the  moun« 
tttirw.  ^' 

As  to  the  air  of  Gambroon,  it  is  extrcamly  diC* 
agreeable  and  unhealthy :  tiie  wiod  almoft  throughout 
tlic  yeai*  changes  four  times  a  day.  From  midnight 
to  break  of  day  it  blows  from  the  north  and  is  cold ; 
from  break  of  day  till  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  it  blows  from  the  eaft,  and  is  alio  cold  :  a 
fouth  wind  arifes  about  three  o'clock,  which  is  hot, 
it  proceeding  from  the  fca  ;  this  changes  to  the  wett 
at  fun-fet,  and  blows  hot  till  midnight.  Thefe  fud- 
<len  changes  of  the  air  from  hot  to  cold  produce 
many  d'feafcs,  that  arc  extrcamly  fatal  to  foreigners  ; 
the  mod  common  of  which  arc  the  dyfcruej^y,  tlit 
l5loody-flu\',  and  malignant  fevers. 

Provifions  are  here  very  good,  and  in  great  plenty, 
particularly  fi(h,  which  are  brought  alhore  frelh  night 
and  morning :  they  fometimes  catch  antelopes  and 
partridges  j  bnt  the  natives  live  chiefly  on  milk  and 
plants,  of  which  there  are  here  all  forts.  As  to 
fruits,  they  being  brought  from  a  great  dillance,  can- 
not be  had  very  cheap  :  the  mofl:  Summon  are  necta- 
rines, quinces,  citron*^  ora*igcs,  pomegranates,  figs, 
melons,  apples,  pears,  n«ts,  almonds,  and  grapes  of 
feveral  kinds. 

Cn  the  13th  of  March,  the  principal  perfon  be- 
longing to  the  French  company  took  me  with  him 
to  dine  with  the  governor,  who  entertaintd  us  with 
great  magnificence  after  the  Perfian  mannei  j  that  is, 
we  had  mufic  and  dancing,  and  among  tne  reft  a 
Indian  pofture-mafter.  The  enterjainmenc 
five  hours.     It  be.q-an  at  ten  o'clock  with  a 


young 
lafted 


flight  breakfaft  :  dinner  was  ferved  up  about  an  hour 
after,  at  which  the  governor  and  fome  of  his  guells 
drank  to  exccfs.  No  body  was  forced  to  drink  ;  but 
fo  many  healths  were  propofed,  thaj;  it  was  peccflary 
to  drink  a  great  deal.  Svvordfrnen  in  the  Eaft  accuf- 
too)  thcmfelvf  s  to  drink  wine  afier  oiir  maoner  ;  for 
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when  the  healths  of  the  kings  of  France  and  Pcrfia, 
with  thofe  of  the  principal  perfons  prefent,  were 
drank,  they  were  accompanied  with  the  difcharge  of 
the  cannon  of  the  fortrefles,  with  thofe  of  the  gover- 
nor's palace,  and  of  the  veHels  in  the  road. 

I  had  not  been  long  at  Gambroon  before  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  climate  affe(5ted  all  my  men,  who  were 
taken  very  ill,  and  I  myfelf  was  much  difordered ; 
when  being  informed  of  the  danger  of  our  beinfy 
foon  carried  off  if  we  ftaycd  there,  I  refolved  to  re- 
turn to  Ifpahan,  without  waiting  any  longer  for  a 
veflcl  I  cxpedted  from  India.  I  therefore  fet  out,  but 
was  taken  fo  ill  at  Tanguedelan,  that  my  life  was 
defpaired  of:  I  however  recovered,  reached  Ifpahan, 
^nd  foon  after  returned  to  Europe. 
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IN    D   O   S   T   A    N: 

Interfperfed  with  the  Obfcrvatiotis  of 

Sir  THOMAS  ROE,  Mr.  HOLWELL, 
■    And  other  Writers^ 


THE  name  of  India  was  doubtlefs  deriver  front 
the  river  Indus,  the  weftern  boundary  of  this 
cxtenfive  country,  which  is  fituatcd  lu^  een  the  In 
dus  and  the  Ganges ;  but  it  is  at  pre  ent  known  by 
the  name  of  Indoftan,  or  India  Proper,  and  by  the 
natives  is  called  Mogulftan,  or  the  empire  of  the 
great  Mogul,  who  is  defccnded  from  Tamerlane,  who 
was  a  Mongiil  Tartar. 

This  country  is  of  very  great  extent,  and  is  bound- 
ed by  Ufbec  Tartary  and  Tibet  on  the  north ;  by 
another  part  of  Tibet,  with  Ava,  Acham^  and  the  bay 
of  Bengal,  on  the  eaft  j  by  the  Indian  ocean  on  the 
Ibuth;  and  by  the  fame  ocea,  nd  Perfia  on  the  weft. 
It  extends  between  66"  and  9^**  eaft  longitude  from 
London,  and  between  7"  and  40**  in  north  latitude  ; 
and  is  2043  rnilcs  in  Icnp^t  i,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  m 
the  broadeft  part  1412  in  breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft; 
but  the  moft  Ibutherii  part  of  the  peninfula  is  not 
312  miles  broad. 

The  north-eaft  divifion  of  India  contains  the  pro- 
vince of  Bengal,  which  is  fituatcd  at  the  m  )utl\s  of 
=1  Ddj  the 
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the  Ganges,  and  thofe  of  Naugracut,  Jefuat,  Patns 
Necbal,  Gor,  and  Rotas,  which  are  in  the  mountains 
of  Naugracut.  The  fouth  call  coaft  of  the  peninfuj'a, 
called  the  Coull  of  Coromandcl,  contains  the  provin- 
ces of  Orixa,  Golconda,  the  eaft  fide  of  Bifnanar, 
or  CarnaEe,  Tanjour,  and  Madura.  The  middle  dj. 
vifion  contains  the  provinces  of  Afme,  or  Bando^ 
Jengapour,  CalTmicre,  Hendowns,  and  Tahor,  or 
Pencab,  Del!y,  Agra,  Gualeor,.  Narvar^  Ratipor, 
Chitor,  Bcrar,  and  Candifli.  The  north-v^'eft  divi- 
fion,  on  the  Frontiers  of  Pefia,  and  on  the  river  In- 
dus, contains  the  provinces  of  Cabnl,  Haican,  Mul- 
tan,  Bucknor,  Tata,  or  Sinda,  JefTelmere,  and  So- 
r^,^  The  fouth-wcft  coaft  of  India,  generally  called 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  contains  tlie  following  provin- 
ces :  Guzarat,  or  Cambaya,  Decan,  or  Vifiapour, 
and  Befnaga,  orCarnate* 

The  dominions  of  the  Mogul  are  chiefly  above 
the  peninfula,  though  it  is  generally  imagined,  that 
the  whole  is  under  his  immediate  government,  and 
that  the  royal  n^andates  from  D'di  are  obeyed  in  ths 
Rioft  remoie  parts  of  the  coaft :  but  Mr.  Cambridge 
oblcrvcs,  that  this  is  To  far  from  the  truth,  that  a 
great  part  of  this  vaft-  peninfula  never  ackaowleged 
any  fubjedlion  to  the  throne  of  Delli,  till  the  rcigrt 
of  Aurengzebe ;  and  the  revenues  from  thofe  Indian 
kings  and  Moorilli  governors  who  were  conquered 
or  employed  by  him,  have,  fince  his  death,  been 
intercepted  by  the  viceroys,  which  his  weaker  fuc- 
celTors  have  appointed  for  the  government  of  the 
peninfula  :  fo-  that  at  this  time  neither  can  the  tribute 
from  the  feveral  potentates  reach  the  court  of  Dclli, 
ror  the  vigouF  of  the  government  extend  from  the 
capital  to  thclc  remote  countries.  Ami  ever  finct 
the  province  of  Indoftan  was  ruined  by  Nadir  Shah, 
the  wcdknefs  cf  the  Mogul,  and  the  policy  and  con- 
firmed independency  of  the  viceroys,  have  in  a  man- 
ner confined  the  influence  of  the  government  to  its 
inland  department.  Whence,  as  he  afterward  ob- 
i,,.        '  .  "  -  fcrves, 
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ferves,  the  fovereign  really  poffefU's  only  a  third, 
and  that  the  Kafl:  valuable  part  of  his  own  vafl:  em- 
pire. 

As  the  tropic  of  Cancer  extends  through  the 
middle  of  itj  the  air  is  exceedingly  hot;  but  in  the 
moft  fultry  feafon,  the  rains,  which  ufually  begin  at 
the  latter  end  of  June,  and  continue  till  about  the 
clofe  of  06lober,  cool  the  air  and  refrelh  the  earth. 
When  thefe  rains  fet  in,  a  day  feldom  pafles  withdiic 
terrible  thunder  and  lightning-,  and  even  during  the 
fair  feafon,  they  have  lightning,  though  without 
thunder,  for  feveral  weeks  together :  but  this  kind  of 
lightning  does  no  manner  of  harm.  The  heavens 
iare  clear  and  ferene,  except  in  th'*  rainy  feafon,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  vernal  equinox  -,  for  all  the  reft 
of  the  year  is  exempt  from  ftorms  and  hurricanes, 
and  there  are  only  fuch  moderate  breezes  as  the  heat 
of  the  climate  requires.  The  pleafure  to  be  found 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings  is  not  to  be  conceived; 
for  not  only  the  heavens  feem  to  enjoy  a  more  than 
tifual  purity  and  brightnefs,  fuch  as  is  never  feen  in 
thefe  northern  latitudes,  but  all  trees  and  plants  re- 
tain a  perpetual  verdure,  and  you  behold  bloffoms 
and  ripe  fruits  on  fome  tree  or  other  all  the  year 
round  i  and  a  late  author  obferves,  that  the  fighr^ 
the  tafte,  and  the  fnicll,  are  all  regaled  in  thofe  deli- 
cious gardens,  v/hich  come  up  to  our  finefl:  ideas  of 
a  terreftrial  paradiie. 

The  excellence  of  the  climate  appears  from  the 
uninterrupted  health  and  long  life  of  the  natives ;  but 
this  is  partly  to  be  afcribed  to  their  innocent  food 
and  the  liquors  they  ufe,  namely,  rice,  herbs,  and 
fair  water ;  and  partly  to  the  falubrity  of  the  air. 
But  there  are  low  grounds  near  the  fea,  where  the 
vapours  arifing  from  the  ooze  and  fdc  marllies  ren- 
der the  air  unhealthful,  particularly  in  the  Englifh 
fettlement  of  Bombay,  and  the  country  of  Bengal, 
thi  'gh  which  the  Ganges  difcharges  iifclf  by  feveral 
mouths  into  the  Tea,  and  thi:  v/hok  province  is,  like 
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Egypt,  annually  overflowed.  However,  nine  parts 
in  ten  of  the  continent  of  India  is  as  healthful  as  any 
part  of  the  world  -,  and  as  agreeable  to  European 
conftitutions,  after  their  recovery  from  the  illnei's  they 
generally  contradt  during  the  lirft  n- onths  aiter  their 
arrival,  which  proceeds  as  much  from  the  alterauou 
of  their  diet,  and  a  different  regimen,  as  from  any 
other  caule. 

The  principal  rivers  of  this  empire  are  the  Gan^rc^ 
and  tlie  Indus  -,  the  former  is  held  in  the  grcavcli: 
efteem,  not  only  from  its  long  courfe,  the  dipth  of 
the  channels  through  which  it  falls  into  the  bay  of 
Bengal,  and  the  purenefs  of  the  warers,  but  from 
the  imagin..ry  fancHty  attributed  to  it  by  the  natives, 
who  worlhip  this  river  as  a  god,  and  happy  is  the 
man  who  breathes  out  his  foul  upon  its  banks. 

The  Indus  waters  the  wcfttrn  fide  of  India  as  the 
Ganges  does  the  eaft,  both  running  a  courfe  of  about 
3000  miles  i  but  the  entrance  of  the  Indus  is  lo 
choaked  up  with  land,  that  it  is  not  navis^attd  by 
great  ihips.  It  flows  fVcm  the  north  call  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  and  dilcharges  iifelf  in^o  the  Indian  ocean  by 
three  mouihs,  in  abcuc  the.  twenty-fourth  degree  of 
north  latitude.  T'lough  thefe  rivers  run  fo  far  afun- 
der,  their  fources  a;e  L'.id  to  be  near  each  other,,  and 
both  are  held  t )  be  in  the  kingdom  of  I  ibet. 

The  mountains  produce  dian.onds,  and  alfo  ru- 
bies, amethyfts,  cryfoliies,  gr.injies,  agat  and  j.ifper. 

It  is  neceiTary  to  obierve,  that  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains, which  runs  ihroi^gh  the  {.eninfula  from  north 
to  fouth,  are  the  caufc  of  an  extraordinary  pha,^no- 
menon  in  natural  hiftory.  1  he  couitrier.  which  are 
leparated  by  thefe  mouniains,  though  under  the  fanic 
latitude,  have  tiieir  fealon^  and  climate  entirely  difr'e- 
rent  from  each  oti.cr  ;  and  while  it  is  vvinter  on- one 
fide  of  the  hills,  it  is  fumrfier  on  the  other.  On  the 
coait  of  Malabar  a  fouth-well  wind  begins  to  blow 
frcm  the  fea  at  the  end  of  June,  with  continued  raiii, 
and  r.'.ges  i-.^unft  die  codl  for  four  mouths,  during 
*  "  wliich 
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which  time  the  weather  is  calm  and  ferene  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel  -,  and,  toward  the  end  of  06to- 
ber,  the  rainy  feafon,  which  they  term  the  change  of 
the  monfoon,  begins  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel : 
at  which  time  the  tempeftuous  winds  beating  conti- 
nually againft  a  coaft  in  which  there  are  no  good 
ports,  make  it  fo  dangerous  for  the  ftiipping  to  re- 
main there  for  the  three  enfuing  months,  that  it  is 
fcarccly  ever  attemptea.  This  is  the  caufe  of  the  peri- 
odical return  of  our  Ihips  to  Bombay,  where  there  is 
a  lecure  harbour  and  convenient  docks. 

At  the  end  of  the  fair  feafon  the  earth  refembles  a 
barren  defart,  without  one  fpire  of  grafs  or  any  thing 
green  on  its  furface,  except  the  trees,  which  never 
lofe  their  verdure ;  but  the  ftiowers  no  fooner  begin 
to  fall,  than  the  face  of  nature  is  changed,  and  the 
earth  almoft  inftantly  covered  with  grals  and  herbs. 
The  foil,  confifting  of  a  brittle  fat  mould,  is  cafily 
broken  up  and  prepared  for  tillage  ;  and  though  they 
fow  the  fame  land  every  year,  it  is  never  manured, 
but  is  rendered  fufficiently  prolific  by  the  annual 
rains. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  India  they  have  as  good 
wheat  and  barley  as  any  where  in  the  world  ;  but  in 
tile  fouthcrn  part  of  the  peninfula  they  low  nothing 
but  rice,  and  indeed  the  natives  fcarce  eat  any  thing 
elfe.  The  fields  lie  open,  except  near  the  towns  and 
villages,  where  people  form  little  inclolurcs  tor  their 
own  convenience  -,  and  as  no  man  has  any  property 
in  the  lands  he  fows,  the  prince's  officers  ukt  a 
third,  or  one  half  of  the  crop,  or  mor<^,  as  they 
think  proper,  and  leave  the  poor  hufbanJmcn  the 
reft.  Nor  is  it  left  to  their  choic",  whether  they  will 
fow  or  not  ■,  for  the  rerpc(flive  governors  and  generals, 
having  towns  and  villages  afligned  them  to  enable 
them  to  fupport  the  quota  of  troops  they  are  to  fur- 
ni(h,  order  a  particular  fpoc  of  ground  to  be  cultivat- 
ed by  every  village,  and  at  iiarvcft  fend  their  onice;s 
to  take  as  much  of  the  crop  as  is  thought  proper. 
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Their  cream,  inftead  of  butter,  produces  a  fub- 
ftance  like  thick  oil,  and  will  never  be  brought,  in 
that  hot  climate,  to  fuch  a  confiftence  and  hardjiefs 
as  ours,  yet  it  is  very  fwcet  and  good  ;  and  as  they 
have  plenty  of  milk  from  their  cows,  buffaloes,  and 
goats,  the  people  in  the  north  of  India  make  a  con- 
fidcrable  quantity  of  cheefe.  There  can  be  no  whiter* 
or  better  wheaten  bread  than  that  made  at  Bengal 
and  feveral  other  parts  of  India,  but  the  natives  lel- 
dom  eat  any  of  it :  they,  however,  make  thin  flat 
cakes  of  wheat  fiowei',  which  thty  bake  upon  iron 
plates,  and  always  carry  with  them  in  their  journies. 

Their  fruit-trees  are  the  banana,  or  plantain,  the 
cocoa-nut,  mango,  guavas,  oranges  and  lemons, 
limes^  mirabilons,  pomegranates,  jaccas,  tamarinds, 
ananas,  or  pine-apples,  and  mulberries ;  to  which 
may  be  added  the  arekanut,  and  betel.  In  the  north 
part  of  the  empire  are  apples,  pears,  and  other  Euro- 
pean fruits.  • 

The  kitchen  gardens  are  well  docked  with  water- 
melons, mulli- melons,  potatoes,  and  other  roots,  and 
pot-herbs.  They  have  alfo  faffron,  turmerick,  opi- 
um, and  the  pepper-plant,  ginger,  cardamums,  and 
confiderable  plantations  of  fugar-canes,  particularly 
in  Bengal. 

The  cotton  (hrub  is  of  great  ufe,  for  of  this  are 
made  their  ginghams,  muQins,  calicoes,  &c.  They 
fow  large  fields  of  the  feed,  which  grows  up  to  the 
height  of  a  rofe  bufh,  and  then  puts  forth  yellow 
blolibm?*  which  are  fucceeded  by  little  cods,  which 
fwell  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall  walnut,  and  then  the  outer 
fkin  burding  difcovers  a  fine  fbft  wool  as  white  as 
fnow.  The  feeds  are  always  found  amongft  the 
wool,      s 

The  power  of  the  Mogul  is  fo  defpotic,  that  he 
has  the  fovereign  difpofal  of  the  lives  and  effects  of  his 
fubjecls.  His  will  is  their  only  law  •,  it  decides  all  law- 
fuics,  withou:  any  perfon's  daring  todifpute  it,  on  pain 
of  death.     At  his  command  alone  the  greatwu  luius 

are 
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jlre  executed,  their  fiefs,  their  lands,  their  pods,  and 
offices  are  changed  or  taken  from  them.  The  higheft 
officers  of  his  empire  are  the  prime  vizier,  which  an- 
fwers  to  the  firft  minifter ;  the  treafurer ;  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs-,  the  firft  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  the  ge- 
neral of  the  elephants  ;  the  great  mafter  of  the  ward- 
robe, who  has  the  care  of  the  furniture,  the  tents, 
deaths,  and  precious  ftones  that  are  commonly  ufed. 

This  prince  ufually  appeals  at  a  window  at  fun- 
fifing,  when  the  lords  of  his  court  are  obliged  to  at- 
tend in  his  apartment  to  pay  him  their  homage :  he 
alfo  ftiews  himfclf  at  mid-day  to  fee  the  fighting  of  the 
wild  beafts,  and  in  the  evening  alfo  appears  at  a  win- 
dow, from  which  he  fees  the  fetting  fun.  He  retires 
with  that  ftar  amidft  a  multitude  of  drums,  and  the  . 
acclamations  of  the  people,  wifliing  him  a  long 
and  happy  life.  No  other  perfons  are  allowed  to  en- 
ter the  palace  but  tiie  rajas,  or  princes,  and  the  great 
officers ;  who  behave  toward  him  with  fuch  venera- 
tion, that  it  is  impoflible  to  approach  the  moft  facred 
things  with  more  profound  relpedt.  All  the  difcourfe 
is  accompanied  with  continual  reverences.  At  tak- 
ing leave  they  proftrate  thcmfelves  before  him  :  they 
put  their  hands  upon  their  eyes,  then  on  their  breaft, 
and  laftly  upon  the  earth,  to  (hew,  that  with  refpec^t 
to  him,  they  are  only  as  duft  and  afhes.  As  they  re- 
tire they  wilh  him  all  manner  of  profperity,  and  go 
backward  till  they  are  out  of  fight. 

In  order  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  magnificence  in 
which  the  Mogul  appears,  we  (hall  here giveSir  Tho- 
mas Roe*s  defcription  of  his  drefs  at  his  going  abroad; 
for  though  it  be  a  long  time  fince  he  was  at  that 
prince's  court,  and  though  he  has  loft  much  oK  his 
wealth  and  power,  fince  his  being  conquered  by  Na- 
dir Shah,  yet  as  the  eafterns  feldom  or  never  alter  their 
falliions,  the  prefent  Mogul  may  probably  appear 
much  in  th'j  fame  manner,  though  he  rnay  Uive 
fewer  jewels,  and  fome  of  them  may  be  of  Icfs  va- 
lue.    As  he  came  our,  iays  iliat  ain'oalLdor,  one  girt 
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on  his  fword,  and  another  hung  on  his  (hield,  cover-" 
ed  with  diamonds  and  rubies  ;  another  hung  on  his 
quiver  with  thirty  arrows,  and  his  bow  in  a  cafe. 
Oi\  his  head  he  wore  a  rich  turban,  in  which  was  a 
plume  of  heron*s  feathers;  on  one  fide  hung  a  ruby 
unfet  as  big  as  a  walnut,  on  the  other  a  diamond  as 
large ;  in  the  middle  an  emerald  in  the  form  of  a 
heart,  but  much  larger  than  the  diamond  and  the 
ruby.  His  ftaff  was  wound  about  with  a  chain  of 
large  pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds  drilled.  About 
his  neck  he  wore  a  chain  of  three  (trings  of  excellent 
pearl,  the  largeft  the  ambaflador  had  ever  feen. 
Above  his  elbows  he  had  bracelets  fet  with  diamonds, 
and  on  each  fide  of  his  wrifts  three  bracelets,  of  feve- 
ral  Ibrts,  and  upon  almolt  every  finger  was  a  ring. 
His  coat  was  of  cloth  of  gold  without  fleeves,  and 
vinderneath  it  he  had  a  femain  as  fine  as  lawn,  and  on 
his  feet  he  had  a  pair  of  bulkins  embroidered  with 
pearl,  the  toes  Iharp  and  turned  up.  Thus  armed, 
and  thus  dreflfed,  he  went  into  his  coach,  which  was 
made  fo  exadly  like  an  Englifh  one  the  ambaflador 
had  prefented  him  with  a  little  before,  that  he  could 
only  diftinguifii  it  by  its  being  covered  with  Perfian 
velvet,  embroidered  with  gold. . 

When  this  prince  marches  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
goes  a  hunting,  or  retires  to  one  cf  his  country 
houfes,  he  is  accompanied  by  above  1 0,000  men  j 
and  about  100  elephants,  with  houfings  of  velvet 
and  brocade,  march  at  the  head  of  this  little  army. 
Each  elephant  carries  two  men,  one  of  whom  go- 
verns him  by  touciiing  his  forehead  with  an  iron 
hook,  and  the  other  holds  a  large  banner  of  filk  em- 
broidered with  gold  and  filvcr  -,  each  of  the  firft  eight 
carry  a  kettlf-drum.  In  the  middle  of  this  .roop 
the  Mogul  rides  on  a  fine  Perfian  horfe*,  or  in  a  cha- 
riot  drawn  by  two  whit'c  oxen,  whofe  large  spreading 

*  See  the  annexed  engravnig  of  she  Mogul  onhoiTtbackj  on  the 
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horns  are  adorned  with  gold,  and  fometimes  he  i^ 
carried  by  men  in  a  fplended  palanquin.  His  reti- 
nue is  compofed  of  the  officers  of  his  court,  who  arc 
followed  by  5  or  600  elephants,  camels,  or  chariots 
loaded  with  baggas;e. 

Two  folemn  reftivals  arc  annually  celebrated  in  the 
royal  city  to  his  honour.  The  firft  is  held  at  the  be-. 
ginning  of  the  new  year,  and  lafts  about  18  days. 
Before  the  palace  a  theatre  is  ereded  14  feet  high, 
56  long,  and  40  broad,  covered  witli  rich  tapeftry, 
and  furrounded  by  a  baluftrade.  Near  it  is  a  (Vruc- 
ture  of  painted  wood  embellilhed  with  mother  of 
pearl,  in  which  fome  of  the  principal  lords  of  the 
court  feat  themfelves ;  though  their  tents  are  at  the 
fame  time  erefted  in  the  firft  court  of  the  palace, 
where  they  ftrive  to  difplay  all  their  riches  and  fplen- 
dor.  The  Mogul  antiently  entered  thefe  tents,  and 
took  whatever  he  liked  beft ;  but  for  above  a  cen- 
tury paft,  the  prince,  accompanied  by  the  feven  firft 
play-minifters,  afcends  the  theatre,  and  feating  him- 
felf  on  a  velvet  culhion  embroidered  with  gold  and 
pearls,  waits  for  the  prefents  that  are  brought  him  ; 
which  he  receives  equally  from  the  people  and  the 
grandees  of  his  empire,  during  the  18  days  that  the 
ceremony  lafts.  Toward  the  conclufion  of  that  time, 
he  diftributes  among  them  his  bounties,  confilling 
in  places  and  dignities  which  he  confers  on  iho!e  who 
have  made  him  the  moft  valuable  prcffnts.  I'aver- 
nier  fays  he  faw  him  receive  at  one  of  thefe  fealls 
above  the  value  of  thirty  millions  of  livres  in  dia- 
monds, rubies,  emeralds,  pearls,  gold,  filver,  fine 
fluffs,  elephants,  camels,  and  horfcs. 

The  other  feftival  is  the  anniverfary  of  the  Mogul's 
birth.  He  begins  the  day  with  all  manner  of  diver- 
fions,  which  he  breaks  off  to  wait  upon  the  queen 
his  mother,  if  fhe  be  yet  alive,  at  her  palace ;  and 
Ihews  his  gratitude  to  her,  by  caufin^^  the  grandees 
of  his  empire  to  make  her  magnificent  preffnts., 
After  he  has  dined,  he  drefe  himfelf  in  his  fineit 
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robes,  covers  himfelf  with  gold  and  jewels,  and  be- 
ing rather  loaded  than  adorned  with  riclics,  enters  a 
iuperb  pavilion,  where  he  is  atteaded  by  the  principal 
lords  ot  his  court.  He  there  finds  the  great  fcales, 
and  tlie  chains  by  which  they  are  fufpended,  both  of 
mafly  gold  adorned  with  jewels.  In  one  of  the  fcalts 
he  places  himfelf,  and  the  other  is  filled  with  gold, 
filver,  jewels,  pieces  of  filk,  fine  linen,  cinnamon, 
mace,  cloves,  pepper,  corn,  pulie,  and  herbs;  and 
an  exadt  regifter  is  kept  every  year  of  the  difference 
of  his  weight.  It  is  a  fubjefl  of  great  joy  when  he 
weighs  one  year  more  than  another,  and  of  as  great 
concern  if  he  be  found  to  have  fallen  away. 

1  his  ceremony  is  furc(  cded  by  the  greateft  aft  of 
generofity  which  the  Mogul  exhibits  during  the 
v/hole  year.  It  confifts  in  his  giving  to  the  poor  fonie 
fmall  pieces  of  money,  and  in  throwing  among  the 
grandees,  nuts,  piftachios,  almonds,  and  other  fruit 
made  of  gold  -,  but  fo  fmall  and  fo  thin,  that  a  thou- 
fand  of  them  are  not  worth  more  than  feven  or  eight 
piftoles.  A  bafon  filled  with  thofe  trifles  was  found 
not  to  exceed  the  value  of  ten  crowns.  Thus  the  li- 
berality of  this  wealthy  monarch  on  his  birth-day 
amounts  to  no  more  than  the  pitiful  fum  of  a  hundred 
crowns.  The  feftival  concludes  with  his  giving  a 
magnificent  fupper  to  the  lords  of  his  court,  with 
whom  he  paflTes  the  night  in  drinking. 

The  fons  of  the  Mogul  have  the  title  of  fultans, 
snd  his  daughters  of  fultanas.  The  viceroys,  or  go- 
vernors of  provinces,  are  called  nabobs.  The  next 
in  degree,  which  anfwcrs  to  our  nobility,  have  the 
title  of  khan,  or  cawn,  as  it  is  ufually  pronounced, 
and  thefe  are  diftinguilhed  by  names  which  they  re- 
ceive upon  their  advancement,  as  Afaph  Khan,  the 
rich  lord  -,  Khan  Khanna,  lord  of  lords.  The  great 
military  ofiicers  are  named  Omrahs ;  and  one  who 
has  been  general  is  called  Mirza.  The  chief  eunuchs 
have  the  poft  of  treafurers,  ftewards,  and  the  compt- 
rollers of  the  houfhold.  The  other  great  oiikers  are 
•  •  •         •  .  th^ 
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|thc  fecretarics  of  ftate,  the  governors  of  the  ele- 
phants, the  mailer  of  the  tents,  and  the  keepers  of 
the  wardrobe,  who  are  intruded  with  the  jewels. 

The  women  of  the  feraglio  are  either  wives  or  con- 
cubines, princefles  of  the  blood,  governefles,  or 
flaves.  Thofe  called  wives  are  contradked  10  the  Mo- 
gul with  much  ceremony,  and  feldom  exceed  four  j 
but  the  number  of  his  concubines  is  uncertain, 
though  they  generally  amount  to  above  a  thoufand. 
The  Mogul  never  marries  the  daughter  of  a  foreign 
prince,  byt  generally  one  of  his  own  fubjedts,  an4 
lonietimes  advances  the  meaneft  flave  to  that  dignity. 

His  firft  fon  by  any  of  thefe  wives  is  confidered  as 
his  lawful  heir  to  the  empire,  though  the  throne  is 
ufually  poflefled  1^  him  who  has  the  longeft  fword  j 
who  no  fooner  afcehds  it,  than  he  generally  dcftroys 
all  his  brothers  and  their  male  iflue. 

The  young  fultans  are  married  at  thirteen  or  four- 
teen years  of  age,'  and  then  are  allowed  a  feparate 
court,  little  inferior  to  the  emperor's  j  and  when  they 
come  to  age,  all  of  them,  except  the  heir  to  the 
cr6wn,  who  ftays  w;th  his  father,  are  fent  to  diftant 
"governments.  The  young  fultanefles  are  educated 
with  all  the  tendernefs  and  indulgence  imaginable*, 
they  are  riot  under  the  fame  reftraint  as  other  women, 
and  there  are  inftances  of  the  MoguPs  indulging 
them  in  their  g.-llantries,  which  is  the  more  realbn- 
able,  as  being  of  the  royal  blood,  they  muft  never 
marry,  and  be  under  the  controul  of  a  fubjed. 

The  gbvernefles  pf  the  young  princefles,  and  thofe 
who  are  fpies  upon  the  condufl  of  the  king's  women, 
form  a  confiderable  body  in  the  feraglio,  and  are  faid 
to  have  a  great  (hare  in  the  government  of  the  em^ 
pire.  If  the  Mogul  can  properly  be  faid  to  have  any 
council,  it  is  c'ompofed  of  thofe  ladies ;  for  the  go- 
vernments and  great  offices  of  ftate  are  difpofcd  of 
by  their  influence,  and  each  of  them  has  a  title  an- 
fwerable  to  fome  great  office.  One  is  ftiled  prime 
'minifl:er,  another  fecretary,  and  another  viceroy  of  a 
province  j  and  each  lady  keeps  up  a  correfpondence 

with 
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with  the  minifter  whofe  title  (he  bears ;  and  there 
are  eunuchs  continually  employed  in  carryin^^  letters 
backward  and  forward  between  them.  By  their  in- 
terpofition  all  bufinefs  of  confequence  is  conduced; 
for  they  have  better  opportunities  of  reprefenting 
tilings  to  the  emperor  than  his  minifters  can  have. 

The  emperor  in  his  retirement  is  ferved  entirely  by 
women*,  and  is  alfo  laid  to  have  a  guard  of  Tartar 
women,  armed  with  bows  and  fabres,  who  have  the 
care  of  his  perfon.  The  gates  and  all  the  avenues  to 
the  palace  are  guarded  by  a  multitude  of  eunuchs, 
who  are  faid  to  have  a  very  difficult  province ;  for  if 
they  are  too  rigid,  they  procure  the  hatred  of  the 
queens  and  princefires,whofomctimes  have  great  powerj 
and  if  the  Mogul  thinj^s  them  too  complaifant,  they 
run  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  Neither  the  emperor  nor 
any  other  ercat  men  lie  with  their  women  after  they 
have  pafiTcd  a  certain  age,  which  fomc  fay  is  twenty- 
f?ve,  and  others  thirty  -,  yet,  notwithftanding  this, 
they  continue  guarded  as  Itrid  as  ever. 

An  Englifh  divine,  who  was  at  the  Mogul's  courr, 
mentions  one  of  thcfe  women  being  put  to  cruel 
death,  for  being  fnrprifed  by  the  Mogul  while  kifTing 
an  eunuch  :  for  this  fuppofed  crime  ihe  emperor  had 
the  barbarity  to  caufe  her  to  be  fet  up  to  the  neck  in 
the  ground,  and  the  earth  to  be  rammed  clofe  about 
her.  Thus  (he  ftood  two  days  in  the  fcorching  fun, 
and  then  expired,  crying  out  as  long  as  (lie  could 
fpeak,  "  Oh  my  head,  my  head !"  To  add  to  her 
milery,  the  offending  eunuch  was  brought  before  her, 
and  her  humanity  Ihocked  by  feeing  him  torn  ia 
pieces  by  an  elephant.  , 


•  Tl'.e  annexed  engraving,  taken  (on  the  authority  of  >'r. 
Cambridge)  from  real  Jife  in  that  country  will  give  a  juft  idea 
of  tlie  luxurious  indolence  in  which  they  pafs  the  greatell  part 
i,of  their  lives,  except  when  they  are  at  war.  As  they  fit  for  the 
moft  piirt  upon  thfir  fofas,  fmoaking  and  amufing  themfclves 
with  their  jewels,  taking  coftee  or  fweet-meats,  feeing  their  quails 
f  ght,  or  iuch  like  paltimes ;  fo  nothing  furprifes  them  more, 
tliao  ro  fee  an  Luiropean  walk  about  a  room  :  and  none  but  theif 
V'.ry  yodng  people  tver  ride  for  amufement  or  exercifc  only. 
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As  the  Mogul  confiders  moft  of  the  other  princes 
greatly  inferior  to  him,  he,  like  the  other  Afiatics,  is 
above  fending  ambafiadors  to  them,  rror  are  ambaf- 
iadors  treated  as  the  reprefentatives  of  their  fovercign, 
but  only  as  common  meflengers.  The  Mogul's  let- 
ters are  received  with  as  much  reverence  as  if  he  him- 
felf  was  prefent ;  for  the  governor  to  whom  they  are 
difpatched,  on  receiving  intelligence  that  they  are 
upon  the  road,  rides  out  with  all  his  officers  to  rneet 
the  melfcnger  who  brings  them,  and  no  Iboner  fees 
the  pacquet  than  he  alights  from  his  horfe  and  falls 
proftrate  on  the  earth  ;  then  takes  them  from  the 
meirenger,  and  placing  them  on  his  head,  binds  them 
faft,  and  returns  back  to  the  court  where  he  ufually 
difpatches  bulinefs;  and  having  read  them,  inftantly 
returns  an  anfwer.  The  governors  have  alfo  another 
method  of  Ihewing  their  refped  ;  for  though  they 
fliave  every  day  when  at  court,  yet  on  their  being 
fent  to  a  government)  they  neither  (haye  nor  cut  their 
iiair  till  their  return.  •  ■-■     '     ,.    r^    . 

The  Mogul,  as  hath  been  obft-rved,  adminifters 
juftice  himfelf  in  capital  caies,  wherever  he  refide^, 
as  his  viceroys  do  in  their  relbedive  provinces  ;  but 
an  officer,  named  the  Catoual,  caufes  offenders  to 
be  apprehended,  and  inflids  punifhments  for  fmail 
crimes.  The  cadi  is  juda;e  in  civil  cafes  between  man 
and  man,  and  of  marriages  and  divorces. 

Though  there  are  no  written  laws  in  the  empire, 
certain  punifnments  are  uiually  inflidled  for  certain 
crimes.  Thus  murder  and  robbery  are  pimifhed  with 
death,  but  the  manner  of  execution  is  entirely  in  the 
breaft  of  the  Mogul  or  viceroy,  who  never  fuffers 
malefactors  to  be  above  a  night  in  prilbn,  and  very 
frequently  he  is  not  conveyed  to  any  place  of  con- 
finement ;  for  if  the  offender  be  apprehended  in  the 
day-time,  he  is  immediately  brought  before  the  go- 
vernor, and  either  acquitted  or  condemned  •,  and  froin 
judgment  !)e  is  hurried  to  his  execution,  which  is  ge- 
nerally performed  in  the  marl^et- place.        -  ■» 

Vjl.  Vl.  K  e  Some 


4i8      ACCOUNT  of  INDOSTAN, 

Some  malefadlors  are  hanged,  others  beheaded, 
fome  impaled  on  (harp  flakes,  ibme  torn  in  Dieces  by 
wild  beafts  or  killed  by  elephants.  If  an  elephant  be 
ordered  to  difpatch  a  criminal  inftantly,  he  ftamps 
upon  the  wretch,  who  lies  trembling  before  him, 
with  his  broad  round  foot,  and  in  a  moment  cruihes 
him  to  death :  if  he  is  to  die  in  torture,  the  elephant 
breaks  firft  the  bones  of  his  legs,  than  thc/e  of  his 
thighs  and  arms,  and  leaves  him  to  die  by  the  wounds 
he  has  given  him.  Sir  Thomas  Roe  oblervcs,  that 
when  he  was  at  the  Mogul's  court,  loo  robbers  were 
brought  chained  before  that  prince,  with  their  accii- 
fation  i  and  the  Mogul  having  pnlTed  fentence  of 
death,  gave  orders  that  the  chief  of  them  fhould  be 
torn  in  pieces  by  dogs,  and  the  red  put  to  death  in 
the  ordinary  way.  The  prifoners  were  accordingly 
divided  into  fevcral  quarters  of  the  town  ;  their  chief 
was  torn  in  pieces  by  12  dogs  before  the  ambaflador's 
houfe,  and  at  the  fame  place  thirteen  of  the  robbers  had 
their  heads  tied  down  to  their  feet,  and  their  necks 
chopped  half  off  with  a  fabre,  after  which  they  were 
left  naked  and  bleeding  in  the  ftreets,  wher^  they  be- 
came a  great  annoyance  to  the  neighbourhcjod. 

The  Mogul's  camp  is  conllantly  pitched  in  one 
form,  and  is  nearly  round.  'Ihe  whole  circumfirrence 
fcldom  takes  up  lefs  than  twenty  miles  •,  for  the  mili- 
tary men  alone  generally  amount  to  ioo,coo. 

The  tents  arc  comn  only  white,  like  the  cloathing 
of  the  people  \  but  that  of  the  Mogul's  is  red,  and 
pitched  in  the  centre.  It  is  erected  much  higher 
than  the  reft,  and  from  it  he  has  a  compleat  view  of 
the  whole.  As  the  queens  and  the  whole  feraglio 
take  the  field,  the  emperor's  quarter  is  as  large  as  a 
confiderable  town.  It  is  furrounded  with  an  inclo- 
fure  about  ten  feet  high,  guarded  by  the  troops  of 
the  houfhold,  and  other  great  bodies  of  horfe  and 
foot,  and  no  body  is  fuffered  to  approach  it  within 
the  diftance  of  a  mufket-fliot.  The  tents  of  the 
omrahs  fiand  at  a   diftance   round  the  emperor's-, 
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thofe  of  the  firli:  quality  nearefl,  and  the  inferior 
people  arc  placed  in  the  rcmoteil  parts  of  the  camp. 
The  Itreet:>,  formed  by  tlie  tents,  are  wide  and 
ftraight,  and  the  principal  of  them  extend  in  a  dire6t 
line  from  the  fpace  of  the  royal  quarter.  In  thefe 
are  jfhops,  and  all  manner  of  trades  are  carried  on  as 
in  a  city  •,  and  in  every  quarter  is  a  market-place, 
where  provifions  are  frequently  fold  almoft  as  cheap 
as  in  garrifon  :  the  camp  of  the  Mogul  was  for- 
merly faid  to  be  the  greateft  market  for  diamonds 
in  the  world. 

The  camp  feldom  moves  ten  miles  at  a  time,  and 
is  generally  fixed  at  a  place  where  there  is  plenty  of 
water.  The  Indian  armies  have  frequently  a  number 
of  barges  placed  on  carriages,  which  follow  the  camp, 
and  thefe  are  ufcd  by  the  Mogul  when  he  takes  his 
pleafure  upon  the  lakes  and  rivers,  as  well  as  in  paf- 
iing  over  his  army ;  he  has  alfo  with  him  hawks, 
dogs,  and  leopards,  bred  for  the  game.  Thus, 
while  he  ranges  from  one  part  of  his  dominions  to 
another,  he  divides  his  time  between  his  recreations 
and  his  enquiries  into  the  condu6l  of  his  viceroys  and 
governors.  In  thefe  marches,  fome  of  the  Mogul's 
women  are  carried  in  little  towers  upon  the  backs  of 
dcphants  •,  others  in  coaches ;  others  in  palanquins ; 
and  fome  of  the  meaneft  are  faid  to  have  no  better 
carriage  than  a  kind  of  cradles  hanging  on  the  fides 
of  camels  •,  but  all  of  them  are  clofe  covered,  and 
attended  by  eunuchs. 

The  Mogul's  forces  are  principally  compofed  of 
the  troops  furnillied  by  the  rajahs,  or  pagan  princes ; 
he  has  alfo  iMoorilh  foot,  but  he  principally  depends 
on  his  horfe*.     He  has  alfo  feveral  regiments,  named 

*  There  is,  as  Mr.  Cambndge  remarks,  a  f^v^.r^t  appcaraiice 
of  cfFeminacy  in  the  eallern  drefs,  which  has  at  A'l  liinco  contri- 
buted to  leficn  their  military  charafter  amoni;  the  Eurjpcan  na- 
tions;  who,  {Vom  their  o*va  habits,  and  indeed  i'roin  the  nature 
'if  thin'^-s  th'inlclves,  receive  a  fi.ranfT'r  im"rc  'u-n  from  lecin?- 
bodies  of  horfe  in  filk  or  cotton  robcb!  And  )\,t  ihcle  naiioui  arc 
txtreamly  fond  of  a  military  charaSer.  .. 
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the  Body-guards,  or  houfbold  troops :  the  principal 
of  thefe  is  a  regiment  of  4000  men,  called  the  Em- 
peror's Slaves.  This  is  the  moft  honourable  body 
among  the  Mogul's  troops :  their  captain  is  called  the 
Daroga,  and  is  an  officer  of  great  authority,  who 
has  fometimes  the  command  of  the  whole  army. 
Every  foldier  admitted  into  this  regiment  is  marked 
on  the  forehead,  and  from  thefe  troops  the  fubaltern 
officers  are  taken,  who  are  by  degrees  preferred  to 
the  dignity  of  omrahs,  or  general  officers.  Every 
horfeman  has  two  fervants,  one  to  take  care  of  his 
horle,  and  the  other  to  procure  liim  forage ;  and 
all  thofe,  as  hath  been  already  mentioned,  are 
accompanied  by  their  wives  and  children ;  and 
there  always  follows  the  camp  a  moveable  town  of 
fnops,  where  every  thing  is  to  be  fold,  as  in  their  cities ; 
with  fome  hundreds  of  elephants  meerly  for  (late, 
and  a  train  of  women,  with  a  numerous  retinue  be- 
longing to  the  prince  and  the  great  officers. 

However,  thefe  numerous  armies  feldom  keep  the 
field  any  time  without  great  lols  by  famine  •,  for  a 
very  confiderable  diminution  is  fcarcely  felt  among 
fuch  multitudes,  and  very  little  regarded  from  any 
fentiment  of  humanity  :  a  famine  is  therefore  neither 
confidered  as  any  thing  extraordinary,  nor  will  the 
memory  of  it  ever  prevent  the  ailembling  of  another 
multitude,  that  mutt  alfo  be  liable  to  the  fame  chances 
of  fubfifting  or  ftarving. 

We  have  a  great  advantage  in  their  being  tenacious 
of  their  antient  manners,  and  in  their  want  of  bravery: 
not  only  the  prince,  but  every  rajah,  who  has  the 
command  of  all  the  forces  he  can  bring  into  the  field, 
always  appears  among  them  mounted  on  an  elephant, 
and  is  at  once  the  general  and  enfign  of  his  men, 
who  conftantly  keep  their  eyes  on  him  ;  and  if  they 
lofe  fight  of  him  for  a  moment,  conclude  that  all  is 
loft,  and  inftantly  difperfe.  This  affords  our  engi- 
neers a  fair  opportunity  of  deciding  the  fate  of  a 
whole  detachment  by  one  well  directed  difcharge  of 
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a  fix-poundcr  •,  and  thofe  enormous  beads  now  feem 
brought  into  the  field  only  to  be  a  mark  for  our  ar- 
tillery, Thofe  rajahs,  fenfible  of  being  thus  expofed, 
fometimes  avail  theaifelves  of  the  only  expcdiciii:  that 
can  afford  them  any  fecuricy  -,  for  it  has  been  obfcrv- 
ed,  that  feveral  elephants,  with  the  fame  caparifons, 
and  with  riders  in  the  fame  rich  and  fplendid  habits, 
have  appeared  in  different  parts  of  the  field  on  the 
fame  day. 

Though  they  have  feverely  fuffered  by  being  fur- 
prifed  in  the  night  by  the  Europeans,  they  can  never 
be  brought  to  eftablifh  in  their  camp  either  order  or 
vigilance  -,  for  at  the  dole  of  the  evening  every  man 
eats  a  great  quantity  of  rice,  and  many  take  after  it 
foporific  drugc,  fo  that  about  midnight  the  whole 
army  is  in  a  dead  fleep,  the  confequence  of  which  is 
obvious ;  and  yet,  fays  Mr.  Cambridge,  an  eaflern 
monarch  would  think  it  very  ftrange,  fiiould  any 
body  endeavour  to  perfuade  him,  that  the  fecuricy  of 
his  throne  depended  upon  tlie  regulation  of  the  meals 
of  a  common  foldier ;  much  Itls  woiJd  he  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  reftrain  him  in  the  ufe  of  that  opium 
which  is  to  warm  his  blood  for  adtion,  and  animate 
his  foul  with  heroifm. 

The  revenues  of  the  Mogul  arife  from  the  produce 
of  the  ground,  the  cuiLoms  of  the  ka-ports,  the 
eftates  of  the  great  men  at  their  death,  which  de- 
volve to  the  crown,  the  prefents  of  his  livbjccls,  who 
never  approach  their  prince  or  governor  empfy^ 
handed,  and  the  treafures  produced  by  the  dianioiid- 
mines.  The  viceroy,  or  governor,  of  cvrry  pro- 
vince, who  owns  his  fubjedtion  to  him,  is  obiii^cd  to 
fupply  the  crown  with  a  certain  fum,  wliich  he  raiies 
out  of  the  manufa6liires  and  produce  of  the  f{»i!. 
This,  added  to  die  other  revenues,  is  fiid  to  amount 
annually  to  between  forty  and  fifty  n)iilions  ilerling  ; 
an  immenfe  fum,  which  mull  be  greatly  Iclitncd  fince 
Nadir  Shah  ravaged  the  empire,  took  away  its  trea- 
fures, and,  by  weakcniJi;^  the  power  of  the  prince, 
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enabled  many  of  the  nabobs  to  throw  off  their  fub- 
jedlion  to  him. 

The  coins  of  this  country  are  the  pice,  or  cafh, 
which  are  of  copper,  and  about  the  value  of  a  half- 
penny v  the  fanam,  a  filver  coin,  worth  three-pence ; 
the  rupee,  a  filver  coin,  worth  two  fhillings  and 
three-pence ;  the  gold  moor,  or  rupee,  worth  about 
fourteen  filver  rupees ;  and  the  pagoda,  fo  called 
from  its  having  the  figure  of  a  pagoda  ftamped  upon 
it.  The  iafi:,  which  are  worth  nine  [hillings,  are  flat 
on  one  fide,  and  convex  on  the  other,  and  are  chiefly 
coined  by  the  rajahs  or  petty  princes. 

Gold  and  filver  coins  are  finer  here  than  in  any 
other  country.  Foreigners  have  their  mints,  and 
coin  both  gold  and  filver,  particularly  the  Englifh 
at  Fort  St.  George.  Foreign  coins  are  alfo  current, 
but  for  trifling  matters  they  fometimes  ufe  bit- 
ter almonds,  of  fca-fiiclls  called  courics,  or  black- 
more*s  teeth,  fixty  of  which  are  valued  at  about  a 
half-penny.  Whatever  foreign  coin  falls  into  the 
hands  of  the  Mogul's  governors  is  melted  down  into 
rupees,  with  the  characters  of  the  reigning  emperor  •, 
and  after  his  death  thev  lofe  the  value  of  a  halt- 
penny,  or  penny,  on  account  of  the  wear  ;  and  none 
but  the  new  coin  is  current  at  the  full  value. 

Large  fLinis  are  reckoned  by  lacks,  CLUns,  an^l 
arabs.  A  lack  is  ioc.,ooo  rupees;  a  caron,  or  ca- 
rol, is  TOO  lacks  ;  and  an  arab  is  ^n  carons. 

Their  weights  differ  alriift  m  every  port,  and  Ire- 
qucntlv  in  the  iame  port,  and  therefore  they  cannor 
be  exactly  fi-ecified.  The  common  weight  at  Sural 
is  the  feer,  which  is  about  th'  ^en  ounces  one-third 
and  forty  icers  generally  make  a  maund.  The  ietrr 
at  Agra  i^  fid  to  be  equal  to  two  at  Surat.  The 
cand"  vares  from  five  huiiared  weis;ht  to  five  hjn- 
dred  and  feventy  •,  but  it  is  generally  faid  that  twei  y 
i  launds  go  to  a  candy.  Saltpetre,  turmeric,  afiatoe- 
tida,  pepper,  dry  ginger,  benjamin,  and  »-vncal, 
l)ave,  accoiding  tG  Mr.  Lockyer,  fort /-two  kers  of 
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Surat  to  the  maund.  Copperas,  aloes,  brimftone, 
long- pepper,  dammer,  fticklack,  and  wormreed,  have 
forty-four  fcrs  to  the  maund  •,  and,  for  the  moft 
part,  fuch  goods  as  have  no  wallc,  as  quickfilvcr, 
copper,  ivory,  vermillion,  Lahor  indigo,  tutanag, 
&c.  are  fold  at  forty  feers  to  the  maund,  or  three 
maunds  to  an  hundred  weight. 

At  Surat,  corn,  rice,  and  other  commodities  fold 
with  us  by  meafure,  are  there  fold  by  weight  -,  but 
filk  and  callicoes  are  fold  by  the  pieces,  and  by  the 
cobit,  which  contains  twenty-feven  inches. 

In  liquid  and  dry  meafures,  one  meafure  is  one 
pint  and  a  half;  eight  meafures  are  one  mercall  ;  and 
four  hundred  mercails  are  one  garfe. 

The  principal  manufactures  of  Indoftan  are  filks, 
callicoes,  and  muflins  :  we  alfo  import  from  thence 
diamonds  and  other  precious  ftones,  great  quantities 
of  pepper,  the  growth  of  the  Malabar  coall,  indigo, 
faltpetre,  cardamums,  opium,  affafoetida,  and  a  greac 
variety  of  phyfical  drugs.  The  goods  exported  thi- 
ther from  Europe  are  Fnglifli  broad  cloth,  lead, 
looking-glades,  1  word -blades,  knives,  habcrdaHiery- 
wares,  gold  and  filver  lace,  tin-ware,  brandy,  beer, 
and  fome  other  provifions  chiefly  taki-n  in  by  our 
own  fadories.  'rhc  fliij)S  alfo  frequently  lake  in 
flints  with  their  ballalV,  for  there  is  not  a  flini  to  be 
found  in  India,  at  leail  in  the  parts  vifitcd  by  t!ie  Kii- 
ropeans ;  fo  tliat  in  the  ir.land  country,  where  the 
people  have  not  an  op jjort unity  of  being  iupplied  by 
our  fnipping,  a  bag  of  iiints  is  aimoll  as  valuable  as 
a  bag  of  money. 

It  mult  however  be  confefTcd,  that  all  the  goodi 
v,t  carry  to  India  are  a  trifle,  compared  with  the  bul- 
lion and  foreign  coin  exported  thither.  Our  ihips, 
when  they  go  our,  are  in  a  manner  empty  of  mer- 
chandize, though  few  of  them  carry  Icfs  than  three 
or  four  fcore  thoufand  pounds  in  fpecie.  This  has 
railed  a  queltion,  whether  the  India  ucAc  be  of  any 
advantage  to  this  nation;    but,  in  rcairn,  t^reconi- 
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pany  anfwer,  that  the  Indian  n>erchandize  they  re- 
export and  fell  in  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  bring  in 
more  treafure  than  they  carry  out :  and  were  it  other- 
wife,  we  Ihould  have  other  nations  monopolize  the 
trade,  and  fupply  us  with  the  fame  commodities,  and 
confcquently  more  treafure  would  be  paid  to  them 
than  is  now  carried  to  India. 

But;  to  return.  There  are  no  greater  merchants  in 
the  world  than  the  Mogul  fubjedts,  though  their  (hips 
never  pafs  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  for  they  carry 
on  a  prodigious  trade  to  Perfia  and  the  Red  Sea,  and 
fupply  both  Turkey  and  Perfia  with  all  the  rich  mer- 
chandize of  India  ;  in  return  for  which  they  bring 
back  carpets,  pearls,  and  other  Perfian  commodities, 
but  chiefly  treafure,  which  they  frequently  load  on 
board  Knglifh  or  Dutch  fhips,  and  the  freight  is  faid 
to  be  one  great  branch  of  the  company's  profit  -,  for 
they  feldom  difpatch  a  fliip  from  Perfia  to  Surat  but 
(he  is  as  deep  laden  as  (he  can  fwim,  full  of  pafien- 
gers,  with  vail  quantities  of  pearls  and  treafures  on 
board,  fometimes  to  the  aniount  of  two  or  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

The  Indians  make  ufe  of  European  fhips  to  im- 
port their  treafure  chiefly  for  fccurity  ;  for  they  con- 
iider  them  as  being  in  much  lefr,  danger  from  pirates 
'than  their  own  fliipping.  They  have  lliips  indeed  of 
four  or  five  hundred  tons  burden  built  in  India  after 
the  EnglilTi  model  ;  but  their  lafcars,  or  Indian  fai- 
lors,  would  make  but  a  poor  defence  fhould  they  be 
attacked,  and  they  have  but  little  fl<ill  in  navigation. 
We  Ihall  only  add,  that  their  boats  ufed  on  the  coaft, 
called  mufibulas,  are  flat-bottomed  vefiels,  the  lidcs 
of  which  are  four  or  five  feet  high ;  the  planks  are 
very  thin,  and  fewed  together  with  cocoa-nut  cor- 
dage, fo  that  they  will  yield  like  pafteboard,  and  are 
in  no  danger  of  fplitting  when  they  ftrike,  as  they 
mulV  frequently  do  on  many  parts  of  that  coaft  be- 
fore they  can  get  to  fhore,  and  on  this  account  they  are 
generally  ufed  by  the  Englifh  in  landing  their  goods. 

'       '  ^  They 
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Thty  are  rowed  by  fix  or  eight  hands  •,  but  as  they 
are  very  deep,  and  will  carry  great  quantities,  it  i« 
not  very  cxpenfive  to  employ  them  in  landing  or 
embarking  goods.  They  have  another  kind  of  veflcl, 
if  it  may  be  called  by  that  name,  which  is  termed  a 
catamaran,  and  is  only  formed  of  three  or  four  rough 
pieces  of  timber  tied  together,  and  are  chiefly  uled 
by  the  fifliermen,  on  account  of  their  not  being  fit  to 
carry  fuch  goods  as  may  be  damaged  by  the  wet,  very 
little  fea  beating  over  them,  iror  the  liime  rcafon 
paflengers  feldom  make  ufe  of  them,  though  they 
are  really  fafer  on  that  coafl  than  any  other  veficls, 
and  Ibme  people  have  failed  along  the  Ihore  upon 
one  of  them  for  a  hundred  miles  together :  upon 
thefe  kind  of  floats  the  Indians  carry  the  heavieft: 
Y/cights,  fuch  as  great  guns,  anchors,  &c. 

Having  now  taken  a  view  of  the  country  of  India 
in  general,  we  (hall  prefent  before  the  reacler  a  view 
of  the  capital  of  that  empire,  and  of  the  remarkable 
^evolutions  that  have  lately  happened  at  Delli,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  the  iame  name,  and  the 
prefent  capital  of  the  empire.  It  is  fituated  in  79" 
cafl:  longitude  from  London,  and  in  28^  north  lati- 
tude, and  fl:ands  on  the  rivtr  lemma,  which  divides 
it  into  two  parts :  that  laft  builc  was  erected  by  Shah 
Jehan,  and  from  thence  is  calL-d  Jehanabad  -,  but 
they  are  both  together  called  by  the  Europeans  by 
the  name  of  Delli.  In  the  part  built  by  that  empe- 
ror, all  the  houfes  enclofe  fpacious  courts ;  and  in  the 
inner  part  of  thtrfe  buildings  the  people  lodge,  to 
prevent  any  from  approaching  the  places  appointed 
for  their  women.  Moll  of  the  great  men  have  houfes 
•without  the  city,  on  account  of  the  conveniency  of 
the  waters. 

The  entrance  into  the  city  is  by  a  long  ftrect,  on 
each  fide  of  which  arc  regular  arches,  under  which 
the  merchants  have  their  fliops.  This  Itreet  leads  to 
the  palace,  which  is  above  a  mile  and  a  half,  round. 
The  wall  is  built  of  hewn  ilonc,  witti  battlements  •, 
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and  at  every  tenth  battlement  is  a  tower.  The  ditches 
which  furround  the  wall,  are  full  of  water,  and  alfo 
faced  with  hewn  ftone.  The  grand  portal  has  no- 
thing extraordinary  in  its  appearance,  and  as  little  has 
the  firlt  court  into  which  the  great  lords  are  permitted 
to  enter,  featcd  on  their  elephants  :  this  leads  to  a 
large  and  long  paflage  adorned  with  fine  porticos,  un- 
der which  are  many  linall  rooms,  into  which  a  part  of 
the  guards  retire  :  on  each  fide  are  the  women's  apart- 
ments, and  the  great  halls  where  juftice  is  admir/ifter- 
ed  ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  paflage  is  a  canal  filled 
with  water,  which  at  equal  diltances  is  formed  into 
little  bafons.  From  thence  a  paflage  leads  to  a  ic- 
cond  court,  where  the  omrahs  mount  guard  in  per- 
fon.  They  have  their  quarters  there,  and  their  horfes 
are  tied  before  the  gates. 

On  entering  the  third  court,  the  divan,  where  the 
king  gives  audience,  appears  in  front.  It  is  a  hall, 
to  which  is  an  afcent  of  feven  or  eight  fteps :  this 
i>ru(5ture  is  open  on  three  fides,  and  its  roof,  which 
confifts  of  a  num.ber  of  arches,  is  fupported  by  32 
marble  columns.  When  the  emperor  Shah  Jehan 
cauled  this  hall  to  be  ereded,  he  gave  orders  that  it 
fhould  be  all  over  enriched  with  the  fineft  work  form- 
ed of  jewels  inlaid  :  but  when  the  men  had  made  the 
•  trial  on  ibme  columns  to  the  height  of  two  or  three 
feet,  they  found  it  would  be  impoffible  to  find  a  num- 
ber of  jewels  fufficient  to  execute  fo  grand  a  defign, 
and  that  the  ejcpence  would  be  immenfe  •,  the  Mogul 
was  therefore  obliged  to  abandon  the  proje6t,  and  to 
be  contented  with  painting  it  with  different  flowers. 

In  the  midft  of  this  hall,  oppofite  to  the  wall  which 
looks  Into  the  court,  is  a  kind  of  alcove,  and  there  the 
throne  on  which  the  king  gives  audience  is  ereded  : 
after  the  manner  of  the  antient  orientals,  it  is  in  the 
form  of  a  fmall  bed  with  three  feet ;  but  its  magnifi- 
cence could  not  be  believed,  were  it  not  attefl:ed  by  the 
molf  credible  witnefles.  This  bed  is  adoroed  with 
four  columns,   a  canopy,  a  head-board,    a  bolder, 

and 
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and  a  counterpane  :  one  woukl  imagine  that  Shah 
Jehan,  who  caufal  it  to  be  made,  was  relblved  to 
cxhaufl:  upon  it  all  the  riches  of  his  kingdom.  It 
fhines  with  gold,  filver,  emeralds,  diamonds,  and 
rubies,  which  have  been  diffufed  over  it  with  great 
prof u (ion.  The  canopy  is  fo  covered  with  them, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  beholders  are  dazzled  :  its  fringe 
is  com  poled  of  gold  and  pearls  \  the  columns  which 
fupport  it  are  equally  covered  with  them.  The  fur- 
niii'eof  the  bed,  with  the  counterpane  \vhich  the 
prince  has  over  him,  are  embroidered  with  gold  and 
pearls  -,  and  the  feet  on  which  the  bed  ftands,  arc  no 
Ids  adorned  than  the  columns  :  to  each  of  thefc  lalt 
are  fixed  the  Mogul's  buckler,  fabre,  bow,  quiver, 
arrows,  and  other  arms. 

At  a  fmall  dittance  from  the  hall  of  the  divan  are 
the  great  itables,  which  ar:  always  full  of  the  Hneft 
hor'es,  in  which  the  Mogul  ufually  takes  great  de- 
light ;  thefe  are  brought  from  Arabia,  Perfia,  and 
Tartary,  at  a  great  expence.  Before  every  liable- 
door  is  hung  a  kind  of  mat  made  of  reeds,  and 
bound  together  with  filk  twilled  in  the  form  of 
flowers.  Thefe  are  intended  to  prevent  tiie  flics  from 
entering :  but  they  are  not  fatisHed  with  this  precau- 
tion •,  every  horfe  has  two  grooms,  who  relieve  one 
another,  and  fan  them  continually.  All  the  day  thty 
have  carpets  over  them,  and  at  night  they  lie  upon  a 
litter  made  of  their  own  dung  dried  in  the  ilin,  and 
well  pounded. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  this  city  are  a  great 
mofque,  which  has  feveral  fine  marble  domes  ;  and  a 
noble  caravan lera,  built  by  a  Mogul  princefs  for  the 
accommodation  of  ftrangers. 

It  is  however  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  pompous 
account  was  wrote  before  Nadir  Shah  ravaged  the  Mo- 
gul's dominions  :  for,  in  the  beginning  of  1739,  that 
conqueror  having  defeated  the  Mogul,  entered  Dtlli, 
fecured  his  perlon,  and  having  feized  all  his  jewels 
and  treafures,  of  which  he  obliged  him  to  give  a  lilt, 
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veplaced  him  on  the  throne,  obliging  him  to  promiic 
to  pay  an  annual  tribute  of  6,250,000 1.  fterlincr. 
Among  the  other  plunder  feized  by  the  Perfian  mo- 
parch,  was  the  emperor's  bed  of  itate  adorned  with 
precious  (tones,  and  the  grand  imperial  throne.  In 
ihort,  the  value  of  the  plunder  taken  from  the  Mo- 
gul and  his  nobles,  is  faid  to  amount  to  1 1 1  courons, 
or  23 1,250,000 1.  fterling.  It  muft  be  acknowlcged, 
that  the  largenefs  of  this  immenfe  fum  may  render 
this  account  improbable  j  it  is  therefore  neceflary  to 
add,  that  it  is  taken  from  a  letter  from  Perfia,  pu- 
bliflied  the  fame  year  in  the  London  Gazette. 

The  Pattans,  a  race  of  northern  people,  who  in- 
habit the  mountains  of  Candahar,  though  Mahome- 
tans, are  no  lefs  enemies  to  the  Mooriih  government, 
than  the  Morattas,  or  other  Indian  Gentoos.  They 
were  always  efteemed  good  foldiers,  and  are  now 
confidered  as  the  very  beft  infantry  in  the  whole  em- 
pire. This  warlike  nation  rendered  themfelves  for- 
midable to  Nadir  Shah  in  their  march  •,  and  after  that 
conqueror  had  left  the  Mogul  empire  in  th6  weak  and 
indefenfible  ftate  to  which  he  had  reduced  it,  they 
invaded  that  country,  on  a  fuppofition  that  it  was 
then  in  too  low  a  condition  to  be  able  to  refift  the 
force  which  they  then  thought  fit  to  bring  againft  it. 

The  emperor  being  apprifed  of  their  march,  af- 
fembled  his  council,  and  fitting  on  his  throne  fur- 
rounded  by  his  generals  and  twenty-two  principal 
omrahs,  held  in  his  hand  a  betel,  which,  according 
Xo  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  he  offered  to  that  chief 
yrho  would  immediately  engage  to  take  the  command 
of  the  army,  and  repulfe  the  enemies  of  his  country. 
But  fo  univerfal  was  the  treachery,  or  the  cowardice 
of  his  courtiers,  that  not  one  of  them  advanced  to 
take  the  betel  as  a  pledge  of  their  fidelity  •,  which 
the  young  prince,  who  was  then  about  18,  obferving 
with  extream  concern,  prefented  himfelf  before  his 
fath^er,  earnellly  entreating  that  he  might  be  permit- 
ted to  receive  it. 

Hia 
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His  father,  refufing  his  requefV,  told  him,  that  \t 
was  not  proper  for  the  heir  ot*  the  empire  to  expofe 
himfelf  in  fo  dangerous  an  enterprize,  while  there 
were  fo  many  experienced  generals  more  fit  for  thac 
fervice.  The  omrahs,  on  tTie  other  hand,  all  main- 
tained, that  as  his  fon  had  offered  to  take  the  betel, 
he  alone  Ihould  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  troops ; 
and  joining  their  folicitations  with  thofe  of  the  prince^ 
at  length  prevailed  on  the  emperor,  who  immediately 
gave  orders  for  raifing  300,000  men. 

The  omrahs,  cxafperated  at  the  prince's  boldnels^ 
on  their  withdrawing  from  court,  entered  into  a  con- 
fpiracy,  and  gaining  the  chiefs  of  the  feveral  bodies 
of  which  this  army,  fo  haftily  allembled,  was  com- 
pofed,  concerted  with  them  the  means  of  betraying 
the  prince  ;  but  the  young  hero  being  informed  of 
the  plot  laid  againft  his  life,  had  the  addrefs,  a  little 
before  he  engaged  the  Pattans,  to  fecure  the  perfons 
of  thofe  treacherous  commanders ;  and  then  attack- 
ing the  enemy,  gained  a  compleat  vidtory,  and 
obliged  them  to  quit  the  country  by  a  precipitate 
flight. 

While  the  brave  prince  was  thus  glofioufly  deli- 
vering his  country  from  the  Pattans,  the  confpirators 
in  the  capital  caufed  it  to  be  reported,  that  he  was 
fallen  in  battle ;  and  entering  the  palace,  feized  on 
the  emperor  and  ftrangled  him,  and  then  gave  out 
that  he  had  poifoned  himfelf  iA  a  fit  of  defpair,  occa- 
fioned  by  his  fon's  death,  and  the  lofs  of  the  battle. 
This  horrid  aflfafiination  reached  the  ears  of  the  prince, 
who  was  now  returning  in  triumph  to  Delli;  and  be^ 
ing  fenlible  of  the  danger  that  threatened  his  own 
life  from  fo  formidable  a  confpiracy,  he  adopted  the 
ftratagem  which  his  grandfather  Aurengzebe  pradifed 
on  another  occafion.  Pretending  to  believe  that  his 
father  died  a  natural  death,  he  appeared  inconfol- 
able  for  his  lofs  -,  and  tearing  off  his  garment*;, 
took  the  habit  of  a  fakir,  publickly  declared  that 
he  renounced   the   world,    and  would  never   more 
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concern  himfelf  in  the  government.  A  court  of  jiif- 
tice  for  ftate  criminals  is  a  thing  unheard  of  in  thefe 
lawlefs  governments,  and  the  only  way  of  punifhing 
a  traitor  is  by  turning  againft  him  his  own  adls  of 
treachery  and  deceit. 

The  prince  afted  his  part  fo  perfe6lly  as  to  deceive 
the  conrpirators,  who  went  out  to  meet  him  with  af- 
furances  of  their  readinefs  to  acknowledge  him  for 
their  lord  and  king;  and  in  return  he  declared,  his 
intentions  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  the  crown,  and 
even  to  retire  from  the  world  :  and  telling  them,  that 
as  it  was  neceffary  fo  extenfive  an  empire  fhould  not 
be  deftitute  of  a  head,  he  entreated  their  affiftance 
to  diredt  him  in  the  choice  of  an  emperor,  defiring 
them  to  aflfemble  that  evening  in  his  palace  to  delibe- 
rate on  this  important  affair.  The  omrahs  retired, 
flattering  themfelves  that  they  had  now  obtained  an 
opportunity  of  fetting  up  a  creature  of  their  own  ; 
while  Amet  Shah,  for  that  was  the  young  emperor's 
name,  entered  the  royal  palace,  and  placed  a  number 
of  trufty  perfons  on  each  fide  of  the  doors  of  the 
feveral  avenues  which  led  to  the  inner  court. 

The  entrance  to  the  apartments  of  the  princes  of 
the  Eaft  is  difpofed  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  irrup- 
tion of  affaffins,  there  being  no  approaching  the  pre- 
fence-chamber  but  through  long  oblique  paflageSj 
in  which,  at  proper  intervals,  are  recefles  for  the 
pofting  of  guards :  a  contrivance  that  at  once  fecures 
the  monarch  from  the  attempts  of  the  moft  determi- 
nate villains,  and  at  the  fame  time  affords  him  an 
opportunity  of  executing  his  purpofes  on  thofe  who 
have  incurred  his  difpleafure. 

Every  thing  being  thus  difpofed  for  the  reception  of 
the  omrahs,  each  as  they  arrived  were  introduced  to 
thefe  fatal  avenues  ;  and  as  they  (looped  to  pafs  the 
curtains,  which  are  generally  kept  lowered,  were 
feized  by  the  guards,  and  immediately  received  the 
juft  reward  of  their  crimes.  Thus  the  Mogul  Amet 
Sha  ellablilhed  himlelf  in  the  quiet  polTeffion  of  the 
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throne,  by  triumphing  at  once  over  his  foreign  and 
domeftic  enemies.  But  it  was  not  long  before  the 
peace  of  Delli  was  more  fatally  difturbed ;  for  the 
Pattan  chief  foon  after  aflembled  a  much  more  for- 
midable army,  and  entering  Delli,  gave  up  that  city 
to  be  plundered  three  days  by  his  foldiers.  In  the 
mean  time  he  feized  upon  the  royal  treafury,  and 
obliged  the  colledtors  of  the  public  revenues  to  account 
to  him  for  all  they  had  received.  He  then  marched 
home,  being  fuppofed  to  have  taken  away  more  riches, 
except  jewels,  than  Nadir  Shah  carried  out  of  the 
country.  He,  however,  then  made  no  revolution, 
nor  any  alteration  in  the  government  of  Indoftan ;  but 
when  he  returned  to  Labor,  he  drew  a  line  from  north 
to  fouth,  claiming  a  vaft  extent  of  country  to  the  weft 
of  that  line,  which  was  at  leaft  nominally  dependent 
on  the  empire  of  Indoftan ;  and  leaving  his  fon  Timur 
there  as  governor  of  his  new  dominions,  gave  at  that 
time  no  farther  difturbance  to  Indoftan. 

Since  this  time  feveral  revolutions  have  happened 
at  Delli ;  and  in  1757  this  Timur  was  feated  on  the 
throne,  and  the  empire  of  Mogul  became  fubjed  to 
the  Pattans. 

The  people  of  Indoftan  are  generally  well  made, 
and  have  good  features :  toward  the  fouth  they  are 
black,  and  toward  the  north  of  an  olive  colour  -,  but 
the  natives  have  every  where  black  long  hair,  and 
black  eyes,  and  hardly  any  of  them  are  deformed. 
They  are  ilrong,  acute,  have  a  lively  fancy,  and  a 
good  genius.  They  are  civil  to  ftrangers,  profoundly 
fubmiflive  to  their  governors  •,  but  not  remarkable 
for  their  courage.  1  he  Indians  here  are  diftinguiftied 
into  Moors,  or  Moguls,  and  Gentoos,  or  original 
Indians  and  Pagans.  The  former  are  a  mixture  of 
Tartars,  Perfians,  Arabs,  and  moft  of  the  Maho- 
metan nations,  who  having  the  power  in  their  hands, 
behave  as  the  lords  of  the  country.  The  Pagans, 
who  are  much  the  greateft  number,  are  as  polite,  as 
peaceable,  as  ingenious,  and  as  inolfen five  a  people 

as 
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as  any  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Their  beautlfaj 
chints,  and  painted  calicoes,  are  drawn  by  the  meaneft 
of  the  people^  from  their  own  fancy  :  for  the  chints 
and  calicoes  on  the  Coromandel  coaft  are  painted  with 
a  pencil  •,  but  thofe  to  the  northward  are  printed : 
however,  the  dye  of  neither  waihes  out.  For  inlay- 
ing in  ivory  no  people  excel  them.  The  goldfmiths 
work  curioufly  in  filligreen,  and  imitate  any  gold- 
fmith's  work  made  in  Europei  The  builders  ufe  a 
cement  made  of  fea-(hells  much  harder  than  bricks, 
and  will  terrafs  the  roof  of  a  houfc,  or  lay  a  floor 
with  it,  that  fhall  be  like  one  entire  done,  and  be 
full  as  hard.  They  have  likewife  good  carpenters 
Who  exaftly  imitate  the  Englifh  models. 

The  Indians  generally  wear  a  white  veil  of  calico^ 
filk)  or  muflin,  which  folds  over  before,  and  is  tied 
with  ftrings  on  either  fide.  The  Qeeves  are  clofe  to 
their  arms,  and  fo  long  that  they  fit  about  their  wrifts 
in  wrinkles^  The  upper  part  fits  clofe  to  their 
bodies;  but  from  the  waift  downward  it  hangs  in 
plaits  reaching  below  the  knee.  They  have  no 
(lockings,  but  their  breeches  reach  down  to  their 
heels,  and  they  put  their  bare  £cct  into  their  flippers, 
kound  their  waifts  they  wear  a  fafti,  in  which  the 
better  fort  have  a  dagger.  In  the  north  part  of  the 
trountry  they  have  fhirts  open  before,  which  hang 
over  their  breeches  \  and  in  the  winter  feafon  they* 
alfo  wear  a  cloak.  The  Pagans  wear  their  hair  made 
up  in  a  roil  behind  5  but  the  Moors  have  only  a  fingle 
lock:  many  of  them  wear  their  beards,  but  fome 
have  only  whilkers.  The  Pagan  women  have  their 
hair  adorned  with  jewels,  which  they  alfo  wear  in 
their  ears  and  nofcs :  they  have  bracelets  on  their 
wrilts  and  ankles,  and  gold,  filver,  or  brafs  rings  on 
their  fingers  and  toes  ;  or  if  they  cannot  afford  thofe 
of  metal,  they  have  thofe  of  glafs.  The  Mahometan 
women  are  aln>oft  always  veiled,  and  let  part  of  their 
hair  hang  on  their  (houldcrs* 
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The  Gcntoos  arc  divided  into  85  difFefent  tribes, 
which  do  not  cat  with  each  other :  each  tribe  herds 
together,  and  thofc  of  one  tribe  cannot  rriarry  into 
anoth^  i  they  mult  purfue  the  trade  and  profeflion  of 
the  family.  The  chief  of  thefe  tribes  are  the  Brach- 
mans,  or  Bramins,  who  are  their  priefts  i  and  the 
Rajaputes,  or  RaKhboots,  who  profefs  arms,  but  do 
not,  like  the  other  tribes,  abftain  from  meat,  except 
it  be  the  flefli  of  a  cow,  or  of  fome  other  beafts  which 
they  hold  facred. 

The  Bramins,  or  priefts  pf  the  prophet  Bramah,  pcr- 
fuade  thofe  who  are  ill  to  leave  legacies  to  the  church, 
for  which  they  give  a  receipt,  which  they  put  into 
the  dead  perlbn's  hand  \  in  this  cafe,  fays  captain 
Hamilton,  they  draw  a  bill  for  ten  times  the  value  in 
the  other  world  on  fome  eminent  faint,  who  nego- 
ciates  fuch  bills  in  paradife.  They  perfuade  the 
vulgar,  that  their  idols  eat  like  men  -,  and  in  order 
that  they  may  be  plentifully  provided  with  good 
cheer,  they  make  them  of  a  gigantic  ftature,  and 
give  them  a  monftrous  belly ;  and  if  the  people  fail 
in  their  offerings  to  thefe  idols,  by  which  the  Bramins 
maintain  their  families,  they  threaten  them  with  the 
anger  of  the  gods.  The  people  believe  there  is  fome- 
thing  fo  divine  in  a  cow,  that  happy  is  the  man  who 
can  get  himfelf  fprinkled  with  the  alhes  of  one  bufnc 
by  a  Bramin ;  and  they  efteem  the  man  blefled,  who 
in  the  agonies  of  death  can  lay  hold  of  a  cow*s  tail ; 
for  they  believe  tranfmigration,  and  think  the  foul 
fometimes  returns  into  the  body  of  that  beaft,  which 
they  confider  as  an  high  honour.  The  fouls  of  the 
wicjced  they  imagine  enter  the  bodies  of  dogs,  fwine, 
and'other  unclean  animals.  Hence  they  abltain  from 
the  flcfti  of  all  living  creatures,  and  kill  nothing  that 
has  life,  for  fear  they  fhould  difpoffefs  the  foul  of  a 
friend  or  reladon  of  its  habitation.  The  learning  of 
the  Bramins  confiils  in  their  being  able  to  read, 
and  get  by  heart  fome  ancient  books  laid  to  be  written 
by  Brama.  ^ 

Vol.  VI.  F  f  There 
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,     tlliere  is  a  religpousoTckr  among  tbem  called 
;Fttjquirs  and  Johgtes*  who  make  vows  of  poverty  and 
vcelioacy,  and,  to  obtain  the  favour  of  Bca^na^  fuffer 
ilhc  moft  dreadful  tortures.    They  contemn  worldly 
fiches,  and  go  naked,  except  a  piece  of  doth  about 
fheir  loins,  and  fomc  have  not  even  that.    A  fet  of 
thefe  never  comb  nor  cut  their  hair,  but  delighting  in 
naftineis,  bcfmcar  their  bodies  and  faces  with  alSes. 
:  Mr.  Hamilton  obferves,  that  he  has  feen  one  of  thefe 
fitting  quite  naked  under  the  fhade  of  a  tree,  and 
that  ttiarried  women  cam^  as  a  cure  for  barrennefs, 
to  kifs  the  part  wl^ch  modeHy  ought  to  have  taught 
:him  to  conceal,  wjiik  he  ftroaked  their  heads,  and 
muttered  prayers  avw*  them.     The  aufterities  of  fome 
;of  thcie  are  incredible  to  thofe  who  have  not  been  eye- 
.  witnelfes  of  them.     Some  (land  for  years  on  one  foot, 
with  their  arms  tied  to  the  beam  or  a  houfe,  or  tlie 
branch  cf  a  tree.    By  this  means  their  arms  fettle  in 
that  podure;  and  ever  after  become  ufelefs  :  and  fome 
fit,  in  the  fun  with  their  faces  looking  upward,  till 
they  are  incapable  of  altering  the  poiition  of  their 
heads.     Others,  it  is  faid,  make  a  vow  never  to  fit 
or  lie  down,  but  either  walk  or  lean ;  accordingly  a 
rope  being  tied  from  one  bough  of  a  tree  to  another, 
'  a  pillow  or  quilt  is  laid  upon  it,  on  which  they  lean  ^ 
but  thefe  are  faid  to  alter  their  pofturc  when  they  pray, 
being  drawn  up  by  the  heels  to  the  bough  of  the  tree, 
their  heads  hanging  down  toward  the  earth,  as  un- 
worthy to  look  up  to  heaven.     The  people  in  all  thefe 
cafes  make  a  merit  of  feeding  them.     See  the  repre- 
fentations  in  the  plates  annexed. 

Frauds  are,  however,  fomeiimes  pracftifed ;  for  in 
.the  year  1721,  one  of  thefe.  zealots  pretending  to 
more  ian£lity  than  his  neighbours,  gave  out,  that  he 
would  be  buried,  alive  in  a  grave  ten  feet  deep,  and 
that  he  Ihouid  appear  at  Amadabat,  at  about  200 
miles  diftance,  within  15  days.  The  grave  was  dug, 
and  going  in,  he  had  fome  reeds  placed  about  a  foot 
or  two  over  his ,  head,  to  pr;rvent  the  earth  falling  in. 
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A  Urge  jar  of  water  (lood  under  the  (hade  of  a  great 
tree,  (ibouc  10  or  12  yards  from  the  grave,  where  a 
good  number  ojr  FiK]uirj  jiad  for  lome  time  taken  up 
U^}f  quarters*  atid  b«4  pfifi^ded  many  people  into  a 
hcliief  9^  the  tlory  y  but  thr  governor  of  Surac  ordered 
a  party  of  foldiers  to  fc^  !Ut$  faquir  buried,  and  to 
tal^e  car«  that  no  impofture  wai  ufed  in  his  pretended 
refurre^ofi,  Thpy  accordingly  fearched  narrowly  ^ 
and  fufpcding  that  fome  place  about  the  root  might 
afford  a  paUage,  ordered  the  Faquirs  to  remove  4 
littje  out  pf  the  way,  which  they  willingly  did  :  but 
Bnding  nothing,  they  ordered  the  Faquirs  to  remove 
the  great  water  ji^r,  which  was  al^oft  full.  At  thi$ 
they  exclaimed  aloud )  but  their  clamours  ftrength' 
ening  tne  fufpicions  of  the  Mahometans ;  who  either 
breaking  or  removing  the  jar,  difcovered  a  fubterra-f 
nean  papage  that  led  within  two  feet  of  the  grave,  on 
which  they  fell  upon  the  Faquirs  with  their  drawn 
fword^,  and  cut  many  of  them  to  pieces  -,  a(id  the 
fellow  who  was  to  have  arifen  from  the  dead  IoH  his 
bead  in  the  fray.  '  ■       , 

Befide  the  many  tribes  of  Indian  idolaters,  there  is 
a  fed  called  the  Perfccs  or  Gcbers,  who  are  worlhip- 
ders  of  fire.  Thefe  are  here  bred  to  trade  and  hufr 
ouidry,  and  are  very  indi^drious. 

The  Banians  or  Qentoos  are  often  married  at  (ix  or 
feven  years  of  age,  but  they  do  not  cohabit  before  tlie 
bjride  is  twelve,  and  the  bridegroom  fixteen.  Their 
weddings  are  celebrated  with  much  pomp.  If  the 
youth  does  not  happen  to  like  the  girl  chofe  for  him 
by  his  parents,  he  may  keep  concubines  ;  and  if  the 
wife  murmurs  at  this,  he  may  fet  her  to  work  with 
liis.^ves,  for  which  ihe  can  have  no  remedy,  not 
eveiv  a  divorce.  The  women  of  this  country  pa^ 
their  hufbands  an  extraordinary  refpedl,  and  are 
entirely  at  their  difpofal :  which  is  the  lefs  extraordi- 
nary, as  among  the  richer  forr,  the  hufband  purchafes 
his  wife  of  her  parents. 

F  f  2  Although 
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Although  the  bloody  facrifices  of  the  ancients  was 
no  part  of  the  Gentoo  tenets,  yet  there  fubfifts 
amongft  them  at  this  day,  a  *  voluntary  facrifice,' 
of  too  fingular  a  nature,  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  the  rather 
as  it  hai  been  frequently  mentioned  by  various 
authors,  without  that  knowlege  and  perfpicuity  which 
the  matter  calls  for :  the  facrifice  we  allude  to  is,  the 
*  Gentoo  wives  burning  with  the  bodies  of  their  de- 
ccafed  hufbands.*  We  have  taken  po  fmall  pains, 
fays  Mr.  Holwell,  to  inveftigate  this  feeming  cruel 
cuftom,  and  hope  we  (hail  be  able  to  throw  fomc 
fatisfaftory  lights  on  this  very  extraordinary  fubjedl, 
which  has  hitherto  been  hid  in  obfcurity. 

The  caufe  commonly  affigned  for  the  origin  of  this 
facrifice  is,  that  '  it  was  a  law  conftituted*  to  put  a 
period  to  a  wicked  pradtice  that  the  Gentoos  wives 
had  of  poifoning  their  hufbands.'  For  this  afiertion 
we  cannot  trace  the  fmalleft  iemblance  of  truth,  and 
indeed  the  known  fad,  that  the  facrifice  muft  be  vo- 
luntary, of  its  fclf  refutes  that  commipn  miftake. — It 
has  alfo  been  a  received  opinion,  tife  *  if  the  wife 
refufes  to  burn,  fhe  lofes  her  caft  (or  tribe)  and  i' 
ftamped  with  difgrace  and  infamy ;'  an  opinion  equally 
void  of  foundation  in  faft  as  the  other. — The  real 
ftate  of  this  cafe  is  thus  circumflanced. — ^The  firft 
wife  (for  the  Gentoo  laws  allow  bigamy,  although 
they  frequently  do  .not  benefit  themfelves  of  the  in- 
dulgence, if  they  have  iflue  by  the  firft)  has  it  in  her 
choice  to  burn,  but '  is  not  permitted*  to  declare  her 
refolution  before  24  hours  after  the  deceale  of  her 
hulbaad. — If  (he  refufes,  the  right  devolves  to  the 
fccond. — If  either,  after  the  expiration  of  24  hours, 
publicly  declare,  before  the  Bramins  and  witncfTes, 
their  refolution  to  burn,  they  cannot  then  rctraft.  If 
they  both  refufe  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the 
word  confequence  that  attends  their  refufal,  is  lying 
imder  the  imputation  of  being  wanting  to  their  own 
honour,    purification,    and  the  profperity  of   their 

family: 
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family :  for  from  their  infancy,  they  are  inftrui5ted  by 
the  houfehold  Bcamin  to  look  upon  this  cataftrophe, 
as  moft  glorious  to  themfelves,  and  beneficial  to  their' 
children.  The  truth  is,  that  the  children  of  the  wife 
who  burns,  become  Aereby  illuftrious,  are  fought 
after  in  marriage  by  the  mofl:  opulent  and  honourable 
of  their  cad,  and  are  fometimes  received  into  a  cad: 
fuperior  t6  their  own. 

That  the  Bramins  take  unwearied  pains  to  encou- 
rage, promote,  and  confirm  in  the  minds  of  the 
Gentoo  wives,  '  this  fpirit  of  burning/  is  certain ; 
and  although  they  feldom  lofe  their  labour,  yet 
inftances  happen,  where  the  love  of  life  fees  at  nought 
all  their  preaching  :  for  it  fometimes  falls  out  that  the 
firft  wife  refufes,  and  the  feeond  burns  f  at  others, 
they  both  refufe.  As  but  one  can  burn,  it  fo  hap- 
pens, that  when  the  feeond  wife  has  ilTue  by  the 
deceafed,  and  the  firft  none,  there  commonly  enfues 
a  violent  contention  between  them,  which  of  the  two 
(hall  make  the  facrifice  *,  but  this  difpute  is  generally 
determined  by  the  Bramins,  in  favour  of  the  firft, 
unlefs  (he  is  prevailed  on  by  perfuafion,  or  other  mo- 
tives, to  wave  I^r  right,  in  favour  of  the  feeond. — 
Having  elucidated  thcfe  matters,  we  will  proceed  to 
give  our  readers  the  beft  account  we  have  been  able  to 
obtain  of  the  origin  of  this  remarkable  cuftom. 

At  the  demifc  of  the  mortal  part  of  the  Gentoo's 
great  law-giver  and  prophet  Bramah,  his  wives,  in- 
confolabie  for  his  lofs,  refolved  not  to  furvive  him, 
and  oflfcred  themfelves  voluntary  vidtims  on  his  funeral 
pile, — The  wives  of  the  chief  Rajahs,  the  firft  officers 
of  the  ftate,  being  unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that 
they  were  deficient  in  fidelity  and  affedion,  followed 
the  heroic  example  fet  them  by  the  wives  of  Bramah. 
—The  Bramins  (a  tribe  then  newly  conftituted  by 
their  great  legillator)  pronounced  and  declared,  'that 
the  delinquent  fpirits  of  thofe  heroines,  immediately 
ceafcd  from  their  tranfmigrations,  and  had  entered 
the  Srft  boboon  of  purification.*— It  followed,  that 

F  f  3  their 
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their  wives  claimed  a  right  5f  making  the  fame  facrifico 
of  their  mortal  forms  to  God,  and  the  manes  of  their 
deccbfed  hulbands. — The  wives  of  every  Gentoo 
caught  the  cnthufiaftic  (now  pious)  fiame. — Thus  the 
heroic  adts  of  a  few  women  brought  about  a  general 
cuftom,  and  the  Bramins  gave  it  the  fandlion  of 
religion. 

When  perfons  have  lived  together  to  an  advanced 
age,  in  mutual  a6ts  of  confidence,  friendfhip,  and 
affedlion  j  the  facrifice  a  Gentoo  widow  makes  of  her 
perfon,  under  fuch  an  affedting  circumftance,  feems 
Ids  an  objeft  of  wonder  •,  but  when  we  fee  women  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  and  beauty,  in  the  calm  pofleflion 
of  their  reafon  and  underftandingy  with  aftonilhing 
fortitude,  fet  at  nought  the  tender  confiderations  of 
parents,  children,  friends,  and  the  horror  and  tor- 
ments of  the  death  they  court  •,  we  cannot  refill  view- 
ing fuch  an  adt,  and  fuch  a  viftim,  with  tears  of 
commiferatibn,  awe,  and  reverence. 

Mr.  Holwell  mentions  his  having  been  prefent  at 
many  of  thefe  facrifices.  In  fome  of  the  victims  he 
obferved  a  pitiable  dread,  tremor,  and  reludtance, 
that  ftrongly  fpoke  repentance  for  their  declared  refo^ 
lution  t,  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  retracft,  or  retreat  -, 
Biftnoo  was  waiting  for  the  fpirit.  If  the  felf  doomed 
viflim  difcovers  want  of  courage  and  fortitude,  fhe  is 
•With  gentle  force  obliged  to  afcend  the  pile,  where 
Ihe  is  held  down  with  long  poles,  held  by  men  on 
each  fide  of  the  pile,  until  the  flames  reach  her :  her 
Itreams  and  cries,  in  the  mean  time,  being  drowned 
amidft  the  deafening  noife  of  loud  mulic,  and  the 
acclamations  of  the  multitude.-^Others  go  through 
this  fiery  trial  with  moft  amazing,  fteady,  calm  relb- 
lution,  and  joyous  fortitude. — It  will  not,  we  hope, 
be  unacceptable,  if  we  prefent  our  readers  with  an 
K^ftance  of  the  latter,  which  happened  fome  years  pait 
at  the  Eaft  India  company's  fat^ory  at  Coffimbuzaar, 
in  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  Ruficirs  chieHhip  :  the 
{luthor,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  fadory, 
/v.       ■  ?.i"  1  were 
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were  prefent :  from  a  narrative,  which  he  then  tranf- 
mitted  to  England,  we  are  enabled  to  give  the  parti- 
culars of  this  moft  remarkable  proof  of  female  forti- 
tude and  conftancy. 

"  At  five  of  the  clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
of  February,  1742^3,  died  Rhaam  Chund  Pundit,  of 
the  Mahahrattor  tribe,  aged  28  years.  His  widow 
(for  he  had  but  one  wife)  aged  between  1 7  and  1 8, 
as  foon  as  he  expired,  difdaining  to  wait  the  term 
allowed  her  for  refledion,  immediately  declared  to 
the  Bramins  and  witncfles  prefent  her  refolution  to 
burn  :  as  the  family  was  of  no  fmall  confideration,  all 
the  merchants  of  Coflimbuzaar,  and  her  relations,  left, 
no  arguments  uneffayed  to  diflfuade  her  from  it.— 
Lady  Ruffel,  with  the  tendered  humanity,  fent  her 
feveral  meflages  to  the  fame  purpofe. — The  infant 
ftate  of  her  children  (two  girls  and  a  boy,  the  eldcft 
not  four  years  of  age)  and  the  terrors  and  pain  of  the 
death  fhe  fought,  were  painted  to  her  in  the  ftrongc-lV 
and  moft  lively  colouring — ^flie  was  deaf  to  all, — (he 
gratefully  thanked  Lady  Ruflell,  and  fent  her  word 
'  Ihe  had  now  nothing  to  live  for,  but  recommended 
her  children  to  her  protedion.' — When  the  torments 
of  burning  were  urged  in  terrorem  to  her,  Ihe  with 
a  refolved  and  calm  countenance,  put  her  finger  into 
the  fire,  and  held  it  there  a  confiderable  time  -,  flie 
then  with  one  hand  put  fire  in  the  palm  of  the  other, 
fprinkled  incenfe  on  it,  and  fumigated  the  Bramins. 
The  confideration  of  her  children  left  defticnte  of  a 
parent  was  again  urged  to  her.  She  replied,  *  he 
that  made  them,  would  take  care  of  them.* — She  was 
at  lad  given  to  undcrftand,  fne  ihould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  burn  *  1  this  for  a  fliort  Ipace  lee  ned  to 
give  her  deep  afflidion ;  but  foon  rt-coUeding  herfclf, 
Ihe  told  them,  '  death  was  in  her  power,  and  that  if 


•  The  Gent  los  are  not  permitted  to  burn,  without  an  orc^er 
from  the  Mahommcdan  government,  and  this  permiflion  is  corn- 
mutily  made  a  perquifite  of. 
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ihe  was  not  allowed  to  bum,  according  to  the  prin-? 
ciples  of  her  caft,  Ihe  would  ftarve  herfelf.*  Her 
friends,  finding  her  thus  peremptory  and  refolved, 
were  obliged  at  laft  to  alTent. 

"  The  body  of  the  dece^ed  was  carried  down  to 
the  water  fide,   early  the  folbWing  morning;   the 
widow  followed  about  ten  o'clock,  accompanied  by 
three  very  principal  Bramins,  hicr  children,  parents, 
and  relations,  and  a  numerous  concourfe  of  people. 
The  order  of  leave  for  her  burning  did  not  arrive  from 
Hofleyn  Khan,  Fouzdaar  of  Morlhadabad,  until  after 
one ;  and  it  was  then  brought  by  one  of  the  foubah's 
own  officers,  who  had  orders  to  fee  that  (he  burnt 
voluntarily.     The  time  th^y  waited  for  the  order  was 
employed  in  praying  with  the  Bramins,  and  walhing 
in  the'  Ganges  :  as  foon  as  it  arrived,  fhe  retired,  and 
ftayed  for  the  fpace  of  h^lf  an  hour  in  the  midft  of  her 
female  relations,    amongft  whom  was  her  mother. 
She  then  divcfted  herfelf  of  her  bracelets,  and  other 
ornaments,  and  tied  them  in  a  cloth,  which  hung  like 
an  apron  before  her,  and  was  cbndudted  by  her  fe- 
male relatiorts  to  one  corner  of  the  pile.     On  the  pile 
was  an  arched  arbor  formed  of  dry  fticks,  boughs, 
and  leaves,  open  only  at  one  end  to  admit  her  en- 
trance.    In  this  th^  body  of  the  deceafed  was  depo- 
fited,  his  head  at  the  end  oppofite  to  the  opening. 
At  the  corner  of  the  pile,  to  which  Ihe  had  been  con- 
du6i:ed,  the  Bramin  had  made  a  fmall  fire,  round 
which  fhe  and  the  three  Bramins  fat  for  fome  minutes ; 
one  of  them  gave  into  her  hand  a  leaf  of  the  bale 
tree  (the  wood  commonly  confecrated  to  form  part  of 
the, funeral  pile)  with  fundry  things  on  ir,  which  Ihe 
threw  into  the  fire :    one  of  the  others  gave  her  a 
-fecond  leaf,  which  fhe  held  over  the  flame,  whilft  he 
dropped  three  times  fome  ghee  on  it,  which  melted^ 
and  ItU  into  the  fire,  (thefe  two  operations  were  pre- 
paratory fymbols  of/ her  approaching  diffolution  by 
fire  i)  and  whild  they  were  performing  this,  the  third 
Bramin  read  to  her  fome  portions  of  the"  AughtorraH 
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Bhade,  and  aiked  her  fome  qucftion^-'^^^iriikh  fhc 
anfwercd  with  a  fteady  and  ferene  comBtBttmoe  I'lbiltt 
the  noife  was  fo  great,  we  could  not  im^erftthd  w(iac 
ihe  faid,  although  we  were  within  a  yard  of  hor, 
Thefe  over,  (he  was  led  with  great  foleomity  throe 
times  round  the  pile,  the  Bramins  reading  before.hfil^' 
when  (he  came  the  third  time  to  the  lh>Mft<|ir%  ^ 
flopped,  took  her  rings  off  her  toes  an8fiiigc»s,  ao^ 
put  them  to  her  other  ornameiits  i  here  fl)e  took  « 
folemn  majeftic  leave  of  her  children,  parents,  and 
relations  •,  after  which,  one  of  the  Bramins  dipped  j| 
large  wick  of  cotton  in  (bme  ghee,  and  gave  it  readyr 
lighted  into  her  hand,  and  kd  her  to  the  open  Ude  of 
the  arbk)| }  there,  all  the  Bramins  fell  at  her  -fee& 
After  (he  had  ble(red  them,  they  retired  weeping.  JB^ 
two  fteps  (he  afcended  the  pile  and  entered  the  arbors 
On  h«^5cntrancc,  (he  made  a  profound  reverence  at 
the  feet  of  the  deceafed,  and  advanced  and  featcd  her- 
felf  byThis  head  :  (he  looked^  in  filent  meditation^  oa 
hisiige,  for  th<^  fpace  of  a  minute,  then  kt  fine  to  the 
arbdrib  threie  places.  Ob&tv'ing  that  flie  had  fct  fire 
toie#^ilu-d,  and  that  the  flames  blew ^from  her,  in- 
ftaltl/ feeing  her  error,  (he  rofe,  and  |^  fire  to  wind- 
wa|^,  jimd  refum^d  htf  dation.  En{fgti;i®anieil  with 
his  lSi(^  feparated  the  grafs  and  leaves  oti^hej^firicid- 
ward  fi5^,  by  which  peans  we  had  a  diftinift  tdew  of 
hef^lit,ihc  fat.  With  what  dignity,  and  undaunted  Sk 
counti^nance,  (he  f^nfiretothe^-pile  the  i^ft  tin»>  and 
ailUr^Jer  i^lt|^%fit^  be  conceived,  for  vwords 
cahnbt  tbtMy,  a*^i  i^ne^f  her.  T Ke  pile  jbj?|pgjife 
cort^ulHln^iT^S^,;th<?l(bj^  of  the  ItKife-^fe 
prefentt^  conf^^kM>^  ^  ^t*^        upon  her,"  * 
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Wc  fee  our  fair  country- wotrien  Ih udder  at  an  afHon 
^hich  wc  fear  they  will  look  upon  as  a  proof  of  the 
higheft  infatuation  in' their  fex.     Alchoueh  it  is  not 
our  intention  here  to  defend  the  tenets  of  tne  Bramins 
yet  we  may  be  allowed  to  offei'  fome  juftification  oil 
oehalf  of  the  Gentoo  women  in  the  action  before  us. 
Let  us  view  it  (as  we  fhould  every  other  adion)  with- 
out prejudice,  and  without  keeping  always  in  fight 
our  own  tenets  and  cuftoms,  and  prepofleflions  that 
too  generally  refult  therefrom,  to  the  injury  of  others. 
If  wc  view  thefe  women  in  a  juft  light,  we  Ihall  think 
more  candidly  of  them,  and  confefs  they  adb  upon, 
heroic,  as  well  as  rational  and  pious  principles.     In 
order  to  this,  we  muft  confider  them  as  a  race  of 
females  trained  from  their  infancy,  in  the  full  convic- 
tion of  their  celeftial  rank  y  and  that  this  world,  and 
the  corporeal  form  that  inclofes  them,  is  deftined  by 
God,  the  one  as  their  place  of  punifhment,  the  other 
as  their  prifon.     That  their  ideas  are  confcquently 
railed  to  a  foothing  degree  of  dignity  befiting  angelic 
beings.     They  are  nurfed  and  inltruifted  in  the  firm 
faith-^that  this  voluntary  facrifice  is  the  moft  glorious 
period  of  their  lives,  and  that  thereby  the  celeftial 
fpirit  is  releafed  from  its  tranfmigrations,  and  evils  of 
a  miferable  exiftence,  and  flies  to  join  the  fpirit  of 
their  departed  hufljand,  in  a  flate  of  purification  : 
add  to  this,  the  fubordinate  confideration  of  raifing 
the  luftre  of  their  children,  and  of  contributing  by 
this  adlion  to  their  temporal  profperity :    all  thefe  it 
muft  be  owned  are  prevalent  motives,  for  chearfully 
embracing  death,  and  fetting  at  nought  every  com- 
mon attachment  which  the  weakneTs  of  humanity 
urges,  for  a  longer  exiftence  in  a  world  of  evil.     Al- 
though thefe  principles  are  in  general  fo  diametrically 
contrary  to  the  prevailing  fpirit  and  genius  of  our  fair 
country-women,  who  (from  a  happy  train  of  educa- 
tion) in  captivating  amufements  and  diflipation,  find 
charms  fufficient  in  this  world,  to  engage  their  wifhes 
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for  a  p6q)etual  refidence  in  it :  yet  we  will  depend  on 
their  natural  goodncfs  of  heart,  gencroftty,  and  can- 
dour, that  they  will  in  future  look  on  thefe  their 
Gentoo  fifters  of  the  creation,  in  a  more  favourable 
and  confident  light,  than  probably  they  have  hitherto 
done ;  and  not  deem  that  action  an  inntuation  which 
refults  from  principle. 

Before  we  clofe  this  fubjefb,  we  will  mention  one 
or  two  more  particulars  relative  to  it.  It  has  been 
already  remarked  in  a  marginal  note,  that  the  Gentoo 
women  are  not  allowed  to  burn,  without  an  order  of 
leave  from  the  Mahommedan  governnient :  it  is  pro- 
per alfo  to  inform  oui  readers  this  privilege  is  never 
with-held  from  them.  There  have  been  inftances 
known,  when  the  vidim  has,  by  Europeans,  been 
forccably  refcued  from  the  pile:  It  is  currently  faid 
and  believed  (how  true  we  will  not  aver)  that  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Job  Charnock  was  by  him  fnatched  from  this 
facriBce  :  be  this  as  it  may,  the  outrage  is  conHdered 
hy  the  Gentoos  an  atrocious  and  wicked  violatbn  of 
their  facred  rites  and  privilege^^ 
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"With  an  Embaffy  from  his  Imperial  Majefty  Peter 
the  Firft,  to  Kamhi  Emperor  of  China  ; 
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MR.  Bell  informs  us,  that  a  curiofity  to  vifit 
feveral  parts  of  Afia,  particularly  thofe  which 
border  on  the  dominions  of  Ruilia,  induced  him  to 
get  a  recommendation  to  Dr.  Arelkine,  chief  phy- 
fician  and  privy  counfellor  to  the  czar  Peter  I. 
Through  this  gentleman's  recommendation,  and  his 
own  knowlege  in  phyfic  and  furgery,  Mr.  Bell  fays 
he  was  appointed  to  attend  an  embally  to  the  fophy 
of  Perfia  j  and  afterward  that  to  the  court  of  China ; 
the  particulars  of  which  laft  we  propofe  to  enrich  our 
coUeflion  with. 

Befide  the  ambaflador,  Leoff'  Vaffilovich  IsmaylofF, 
who  was  a  gentleman  of  family,  and  a  captain  of  the 
Ruffian  guards,  his  fecrerary,  fix  gentlemen,  and  a 
prieft,  Mr.  Bell  informs  us  that  they  were  attended 
with  interpreters,  clerks,   a  band  of  mufic,  valets, 

footmen, 
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footmen,  &c.  in  all  to  the  number  of  about  6o.per- 
fons  i  betide  a  troop  of  25  dragoons,  as  an  cfcort  from 
Tobolflcy  to  Pckin,  and  back.  We  fhall  proceed 
with  our  author's  own  detail. 

The  prefcnts  for  the  emperor  of  China  being  got 
ready,  as  well  as  the  ambaifador's  difpatches,  I  fee 
out  from  St.  Peterfburg  the  14th  of  July,  1719,  in 
company  with  Mcfficurs  Lange  and  Grave,  attended 
by  a  few  fervants ;  the  firft  was  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  the  other  of  Courland.  We  travelled  to  the  city 
of  Mofco  in  fmall  parties^  the  more  eafily  to  procure 
poft  horfes.  September  9th,  having  fliipped  our 
baggage,  and  prepared  every  thing  for  our  departure, 
we  went  ourfelves  on  board  •,  and  after  firing  nine 
guns,  rowed  down  the  river  Mofco.  There  is  a 
morter  way  from  Mofco  to  Siberia  through  Yaroflave ; 
but,  as  we  were  incumbered  with  heavy  baggage, 
confiding  chiefly  of  prefents  ifrom  his  majefty  to  the 
emperor  of  China,  it  was  thought  beft  to  proceed  as 
far  as  poflTible  by  water. 

After  a  voyage  of  fix  weeks  we  arrived  at  Cazan  on 
the  20th  of  Oftober.  Here  I  found  many  of  my  old 
friends  and  acquaintance,  particularly  the  Swedifh 
officers ;  among  others,  general  Hamilton,  general 
Rofen,  and  baron  Wachmaiter,  who  ftill  remained 
prifoners  of  war,  regretting  the  hard  fate  of  their  long 
captivity.  We  (laid  here  about  five  weeks,  waiting 
for  the  fnow  falling  to  fmooth  the  roads  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  were  employed  in  preparing  fledges,  and 
other  neceflaries  for  our  journey  toward  Siberia. 

November  24th,  we  fent  off  the  heavy  baggage : 
but  Monfieur  Ismayloff,  with  a  few  of  the  gentlemen, 
remained  feme  days  longer  *,  becaufe  it  was  difagree- 
able  travelling  on  rough  roads  with  loaded  fledges. 
At  laft,  on  the  2"8th,  iate  in  the  night,  the  ambaflador 
quitted  Cazan,  keeping  to  the  north-eafl:ward.  There 
being  many  villages  on  the  road,  we  changed  horfes 
as  often  as  occafion  required. 

On 
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On  the  7th  we  reached  Kay-gorod,  a  fmall  town. 
Vfc  perceived  the  cold  becoming  daily  more  intcnfe 
as  we  proceeded  northward  along  the  banks  of  the 
Kama. 

The  8th,  we  quitted  Kay-gorod  in  a  vehement 
cold.  Though  there  was  little  wind,  and  a  thick  fog, 
the  froft  contmued  fo  penetrating  that  feveral  of  our 
people,  who  were  moft  expoTed,  had  their  finj^crs 
and  toes  frozen.  Moft  of  them  recovered  by  the 
common  method  of  rubbing  the  numbed  parts  with 
fnow :  but  had  we  not  halted  from  time  to  time  at 
villages  to  let  them  warm  themfelves,  they  muft  have 
perifhed  by  cold. 

On  the  9th,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Solikamlky, 
derived  from  Sole,  fait,  and  Kama,  the  river  on  the 
banks  of  which  it  is  fituated.  This  river  is  of  great 
fame  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world.  It  rifes  far  to  the 
north,  and,  in  its  courfe,  receives  the  Parma,  Pilva, 
Koyva,  and  many  other  rivers,  which  together  form 
a  mighty  ftream,  very  nearly  equal  to  the  Volga  j 
into  which  it  difcharges  itfelf,  about  60  verft  below 
the  city  of  Cazan,  and  lofes  its  name. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Solikamfky  is  found  the 
fofill  called  aibeftos  •,  of  which  is  made  a  kind  of 
cloth  like  linen,  that  may  be  put  into  the  6re  and 
taken  out  again  unconfumed.  This  cloth  was  known 
among  the  ancients,  and  ufed  by  them  on  feveral 
occafions.  At  prefent,  it  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
incombuftiblc  linen. 

The  aibeftos,  like  many  both  curious  and  ufeful 
dileoveries,  was  found  out  by  meer  accident  in  thefe 
parts.  I  fhall  briefly  relate  in  what  manner:  Acer- 
tain  huntfman  being  about  to  load  his  fow ling-pic ce, 
^nd  wanting  wadding,  obferved  a  great  ftone  in  the 
woods,  which  Teemed  to  have  feme  flakes  upon  it  like 
loofc  threads ;  he  foon  found  that  by  rubbing  it 
turned  into  a  foft  downy  fubftance  fit  for  his  ufe  :  he 
therefore  filled  his  pocket  with  it ;  but  having  fired 
his  piece,  was  furpriled  to  Ice  that  the  gun- powder 
7  had 
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had  no  efTc^b  upon  the  wadding :  this  raifed  his  curi- 
oficy  To  far,  that  he  kindled  a  fire  on  purpofe,  intp 
which  he  put  the  afbcftos  ;  but  Hill  took  it  out  intire, 
and  of  the  fame  ufe  as  formerly.  This  experiment  fo 
frightened  the  poor  fportfman,  that  he  imagined  the 
devil  had  taken  polTeirion  of  the  foflll.  On  returning 
home,  he  told  what  Imi  happened  to  theprieft  of  the 
parilhi  who,  ama^^d  at  the  relation,  repeated  it  Cq 
frequently,  that,  at  lad,  he  told  it  to  a  perton  who  was 
acquainted  with  that  quality  peculiar  to  the  aihedos ; 
and,  on  examination,  fuund  the  flakes  to  be  that 
foflil. 

The  1 6th,  about  noon,  we  were  in  fight  of  the  city 
of  Tobolfky,  though  diiUnt  from  us  about  20  £ng- 
lifh  miles.  It  (lands  upon  a  very  high  bank  of  the 
Tobol.  The  walls  are  white  *,  and  the  croffcs  and 
cupolas  of  the  churches  gilded,  which  make  a  very  fine 
appearance.  About  two  o'clock,  we  arrived  Me  at 
the  city  of  Tobolfky,  the  capital  of  Siberia,  and  the 
rcfidence  of  the  governor,  vVe  lodged  in  the  broad- 
ftreet,  leading  to  the  governor's  palace  and  the  courts 
of  juftice. 

We  travelled  between  Tumen  and  Tobollky,  about 
250  verit,  in  the  fpace  of  30  hours.  Sledges  are  the 
moil  fimple  and  convenient  machines  for  travelling  on 
fiiow  that  can  be  imagined.  And  the  p>erfon  in  the 
fledge  may  either  fit  or  lie  along  upon  tJie  couch, 
according  to  his  inclination. 

Toboliky  is  fituated  in  latitude  58°  40'  north,  at 
the  conflux  of  the  Irtilh  and  Tobol.  From  this  laft 
the  city  has  its  name.  Both  thefe  rivers  are  navigable  ' 
for  feveral  hundred  miles  above  this  place.  The 
Irtilh,  after  receiving  the  Tobol,  becomes  a  nobje 
ftrciiin,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Cby.  This 
fituation  was  chofcn  by  the  Rufllans,  both  for  its 
strength  and  beauty.  Formerly  the  Tartar  princes 
had  their  abode  at  a  place  about  30  verfl  fouth  from 
Tobolflcy,  which  is  now  negledted  and  ruinous.  The 
inhabitarus  are  chiefly  Ruffians,  of  different  profef- 
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jfions :  many  of  them  are  merchants,  and  very  rich 
by  the  profitable  trade  they  carry  on  to  the  borders  of 
China,  and  many  places  of  their  own  country. 

I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  Swedifli  prifoners, 
difperfed  in  mofl:  of  the  towns  of  this  country,  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  civilizing  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  difliant  regions ;  as  they  were  the  means  of  in- 
troducing feveral  ufeful  arts,  which  were  almoft  un- 
known before  their  arrival.  Many  of  the  officers, 
being  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  the  better  to 
fupport  their  tedious  captivity,  devotedtheirtime  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  more  agreeable  and  entertaining  parts 
of  fcience,  particularly  mufic  and  painting ;  wherein 
fome  of  them  attained  to  great  perfedtion.  I  was  pre- 
fent  at  feveral  of  their  concerts,  and  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  to  find  fuch  harmony,  and  variety  of  mufical 
inftruments,  in  this  part  of  the  world.  They  Ibme- 
times  amufed  thcmfclves  with  teaching  young  gentle- 
.  men  and  ladies  the  French  and  German  languages, 
mufic,  dancing,  and  other  fimilar  accomplifhments ; 
whereby  they  gained  many  friends  among  the  people 
of  diflindtion  ;  a  circumftance,  to  men  in  their  fitua- 
tion,  both  honourable  and  ufeful. 

The  Irtifh  takes  its  rife  from  a  great  lake,  named 
Korzan,  in  a  mountainous  country,  about  1 500  verd 
to  the  fouthward  of  Toboliky.  The  %>untry  about 
this  lake  is  i^ihabited  by  the  Black  Kalmucks,  a 
mighty  and  numerous  people,  governed  by  a  prince 
called  Kontayfha.  From  thefe  the  Kalmucks  on  the 
Volga  are  defcended.  After  the  Irtifti  has  run  for 
many  miles,  through  a  hilly  country  covered  with 
wood,  it  pafies  through  a  fine  fruitful  plain,  inhabited 
by  the  Kalmucks,  till  it  comes  to  a  houfe  called 
Sedmy-Palaty,  or  the  Seven  Rooms,  fituated  to  the 
right  in  coming  down  the  river.  It  is  very  furprifing 
to  find  fuch  a  regular  edifice  in  the  middle  of  a  defart. 
Some  of  the  Tartars  fay  it  was  built  by  Tamerlane, 
called  by  the.  Tartars  Temyr-Ack-Sack,  or  hame- 
Tcmyrj  others  by  Gingecze-Chan.     The  building, 
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according  to  the  bed  information  I  could  obtain,  is 
of  brick  or  ilone,  well  finifhed,  and  continues  Itiil 
entire.  It  confilts  of  feven  apartments  under  one 
roof,  from  whence  it  has  the  name  of  the  Seven 
Palaces.  Several  of  thefe  rooms  are  filled  with  fcrolls 
of  glazed  paper,  fairly  wrote,  and  many  of  them  in 
gilt  charadlers.  Some  of  the  fcrolls  are  black,  but 
the  greatelt  part  white.  The  language  in  which  they 
are  written  is  that  of  the  Tongults,  or  Kalmucks. 
While  I  was  at  Tobolflcy,  I  met  with  a  foldier  in  the 
ftreet  with  a  bundle  of  thefe  papers  in  his  hand.  He 
afked  me  to  buy  them  •,  which  I  did  for  a  fmall  fum. 
I  kept  them  till  my  arrival  m  England,  when  i  diftri- 
buted  them  among  my  friends.*,  particularly  to  that 
learned  antiquarian  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  valued  them 
at  a  high  rate,  and  gave  them  a  place  in  his  celebrated 
mufeum. 

Two  of  thefe  fcrolls  were  fent  by  order  of  the  em- 
peror Peter  the  Firft,  to  the  royal  academy  at  Paris. 
The  academy  returned  a  tranflation,  which  I  faw  in 
the  rarity-chamber  at  St.  Peterfburg.  One  of  them 
contained  a  commifllon  to  a  lama  or  prieft;  and  the 
other  a  form  of  prayer  to  the  Deity.  Whether  this 
interpretation  may  be  depended  on  I  fhall  not  deter- 
mine. The  Tartars  eileem  them  all  facred  writings, 
as  appears  from  the  care  they  take  to  preferve  them. 
Perhaps  they  may  contain  fome  curious  pieces  of  an- 
tiquity, particularly  of  ancient  hiftory.  i\bove  the 
Sedmy  Palaty,  toward  the  fource  of  the  Irtilh,  upon 
the  hills  and  valleys,  grows  the  beft  rhubarb  in  the 
world,  v/ithout  the  leaft  culture. 

Befcre  I  leave  this  place,  I  imagine  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  fubjoin  a  few  more  particulars  relative  to 
the  kontayfha,  prince  of  the  Kalmucks.  1  am  the 
more  inclined  to  do  this,  as  I  can  entirely  depend  on 
my  intelligence.  The  territories  of  this  prince  are 
bounded  by  three  of  the  moll  potent  empires  in  the 
world  i  on  the  north  by  Rulfia,  by  Cliina  on  the  eaft, 
and  by  the  country  of  the  Great  Mogul  to  thv  i'omh. 
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From  the  t<vo  firft  he  is  feparated  by  defart  plains, 
and  from  the  third  by  almolt  impaflablc  mountains* 
To  the  fouth-wcft  his  frontiers,  reach  near  to  Bucharia. 
The  kontayflia  is  a  very  powerful  prince^  and  able 
to  bring  into  the  field,  at  a  (hort  warning,  1 00,000 
horiemcn,  who  are  all  of  them  able-bodied  men, 
well  mounted,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
lances  and  fabres.  This  is  a  greater  number  of  horfe 
than  any  prince  that  i  know  can  mufler,  except  his 
Kuflian  majefty,  and  the  emperor  of  China.  Thefc 
Tartars  live  in  tents,  all  the  year,  removing  from 
place  to  place,  as  called  by  ncceffity  or  inchnation. 
This  is  the  moft  ancient  and  pleafant  manner  of  life. 
It  is  entertaining  to  hear  them  commiferate  thofe  who 
are  confined  to  one  place  of  abode,  and  obliged  to 
fupport  chemfelves  by  labour,  which  they  reckon  the 
greateft  llavery. 

The  kontayfha  has  always  (bme  thoufands  of  his 
fubjedls  encamped  near  himfelf,  who  treat  him  with 
great  veneration  and  refpeft.  And,  in  juftice  to  him, 
it  mult  be  confelTed,  that  he  is  as  attentive  to  the  in- 
terefls  of  his  people ;  and  as  alTiduous  in  the  admini- 
Itration  of  juftice,  in  particular,  as  if  they  were  his 
own  children. 

The  Kalmucks  are  not  fuch  favage  people  as  they 
are  generally  reprefented ;  for  I  am  informed  a  per- 
fon  may  travel  among  them  with  greater  farety, 
both  to  his  perfon  and  efiefts,  than  in  many  Qther 
countries'. 

The  kontayfha  received  the  deputies  from  the  go- 
vernor of  Siberia,  like  ambafladors  from  foreign 
princes,  and  treated  them  accordingly.  This  (hews 
what  high  refpedt  thefe  eaftern  princes  entertain  for 
h  s  Czarilh  majefty,  whtn  the  governor  of  Siberia  is 
rt  ga  ded  as  a  fovereign. 

I'hcir  method  of  carrying  on  war,  by  wafting  the 
cjountry,  is  very  ancient  among  the  Tartars,  and 
praCtiied  by  all  of  them  from  the  Danube  eaftward. 
"i  his  circumftarxe  renders  them  a  dreadful  enemy  to 
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l-cgular  troops,  who  muft  thereby  be  deprived  of  all 
fubfiftcnce,  while  the  Tartars,  having  always  many 
fpare  horfes  to  kill  and  eat,  are  at  no  lofs  for  provi- 
iions.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  kontay(ha  muft 
be  the  fame  prince,  who,  in  our  European  maps,  is 
generally  called  the  Great  Cham  of  Tartary.  As  no 
Europeans  travel  through  that  country,  thefe  maps 
muft  be  very  erroneous. 

January  9th,  1720,  we  proceeded  toward  Tara. 
We  paffcd  through  many  Tartar  villages,  and  ac 
night  lodged  in  one  of  their  little  huts,  and  warmed 
ourfelves  at  a  good  fire  on  the  hearth.  Thefe  houfes 
confift  generally  of  one  or  two  rooms,  according  to 
the  ability  of  the  landlord.  Near  to  the  hearth  is  fixed 
an  iron-kettle  to  drefs  the  vi(5tuals.  In  one  end  of 
the  apartment  is  placed  a  bench,  about  18  inches 
high,  and  6  feet  broad,  covered  with  mats,  or  (kins 
of  wild  beafts,  upon  which  all  the  family  fit  by  day, 
and  fleep  in  the  night.  The  walls  are  built  of  wood 
and  mofs,  confifting  of  large  beams,  laid  one  above 
another,  with  a  layer  of  mofs  between  every  two 
beams.  All  the  roofs  are  raifed.  A  fquare-hold  is 
cut  out  for  a  window,  and  to  fupply  the  want  of  glafs, 
a  piece  of  ice  is  formed  to  fit  the  place  exadly,  which 
lets  in  a  good  light.  Two  or  three  pieces  will  laft  the 
whole  winter.  Thefe  Tartars  are  very  neat  and  cleanly 
both  in  their  perfons  and  houfes.  They  ufe  no  ftoves, 
as  the  Rufiiians  do.  Near  the  houfe  there  is  commonly 
a  (hed  for  the  cattle. 

It  is  generally  reckoned,  that  more  robberies  are 
committed  In  Baraba,  than  in  any  country  on  the  road 
to  China ;  not  by  the  natives,  for  they  are  very  honeft 
and  hofpitable  j  but  by  the  Kalmucks,  who  come  to 
coUedt  tribute  for  the  kontayiha:  thefe  fometimcs 
pick  up  travellers,  and  carry  them  off  with  all  their 
elFeds. 

In  the  places  through  which  we  paflTed,  the  am- 
baflador  fent  for  all  the  hunters  and  fportfmen,  that 
he  might  inquire  what  kinds  of  game  and  wild  beafts 
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were  in  their  neighbourhood.  •  Hunting  is  the  em- 
ployment of  moft  of  the  young  fellows  in  this  country 
and  is  very  profitable,  as  they  fell  the  furs  to  great 
advantage.  We  found  that  this  place  produced  great 
plenty  both  of  game  and  wild  beads,  but  few  fables. 
In  the  fpring,  a  number  of  elks  and  ftags  come  hither, 
from  the  fouth  •,  many  of  which  are  killed  by  the 
inhabitants,  both  on  account  of  .their  flelh  and  their 
hides.  What  of  the  flelli  is  not  confumed  frcfh  they 
fait.  Tlie  hides  are  very  large,  and  are  drefled  into 
excellent  buff.  The  huntfman,  having  found  the 
track  of  a  Hag  upon  the  fnow,  purfiies  it  upon  his 
fnow-fhoes,  with  his  bow  and  arrows,  and  little  dog, 
till  the  animal  is  quite  fatigued  :  for,  the  fnow  on  the 
furface,  being  melted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
congealed,  at  night,  by  the  froft,  but  not  ftrong 
enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  fuch  an  animal ;  he 
finks  deep  at  every  ftcp,  and  the  Iharp  ice  cuts  his 
ancles,  and  lames  him  -,  fo  that  he  becomes  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  hunter. 

The  1 9th,  we  entered  the  Baraba,  and  continued 
travelling  through  it,  for  ten  days.  Baraba  is  really 
what  its  name  fignifies,  an  extenfive  marfhy  plain. 
It  is  generally  full  of  lakes,,  and  marfhy  grounds, 
overgrown  wirh  tall  woods.  The  inhabitants  are 
very  hofpitable-,  and  defire  nothing,  in  return  of 
their  civilities,  but  a  little  tobacco  to  fmoke,  and  a 
dram  of  brandy,  of  which  they  are  very  fond.  The 
drefs,  both  of  men  and  women,  confifts  of  long  coats 
of  flieep-flcins,  which  they  get  from  the  Ruffians  and 
Kalmucks,  in  exchange  for  more  valuable  furs. 

The  Barabintzy,  like  molt  of  the  ancient  natives 
of  Siberia,  have  many  conjurers  among  them ;  whom 
they  call  lliamans,  and  fometimes  priefts.  Many  of  | 
the  female  fex  alfo  afTume  this  charader.  The  iha- 
mans  are  held  in  great  efteem  by  the  people :  they 
pretend  to  correfpondence  with  the  fliaytan,  or  devil; 
by  whom,  they  fay,  they  are  informed  of  all  paft  and 
future  events,  at  any  difrance  of  time  or  place.  Vv^e 
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went  to  vifit  a  famous  woman  of  this  charadler. 
When  we  entered  her  houfe,  llie  continued  buly  about 
her  domeilic  affairs,  ahuoft  without  taking  any  nx>tice 
of  her  guelts.  However,  after  llie  had  fmoked  a  pipe 
of  tobacco,  and  drank  a  dram  of  brandy,  fhe  began 
to  be  more  chrarfu!.  Our  people  alked  Iier  fome 
trifling  queftions  about  their  friends  ;  but  fhe  pre- 
tended to  be  quite  ignorant,  till  llie  got  more  tobacco, 
and  fome  inconfidcrable  prefents  •,  when  flie  began  to 
collect  her  conjuring  tools.  Firll,  (he  brought  the 
ihaytan  •,  which  is  nothing  but  a  piece  of  wood,v 
wherein  is  cut  fomething  rcfembiing  a  human  head, 
adorned  with  many  ti'ik  and  woollen  rags,  of  various 
colours ;  then  a  iajall  drum,  about  a  foot  diameter, 
to  which  were  fixed  many  brafs  and  iron  rings,  and 
hung  round  alio  with  rags.  She  now  began  a  difmal 
,tune,  keeping  time  with  the  drum,  which  (he  beat 
with  a  ftick  for  that  purpofe :  feveral  of  her  neigh- 
bours, wfiom  (he  had  previoufly  called  to  her  aflilt- 
ance,  joined  in  the  chorus.  During  this  fcene,  which 
-lafted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  (he  kept  the  (hay». 
tan,  or  image,  clofe  by  herf^^lf,  ftuck  up  in  a  corner. 
The  ch^rm  being  now  finilhed,  fhe  dcfired  us  to  put  . 
our  queltions.  Her  anfwers  were  delivered  very  art- 
fully, and  with  as  much  cbfcurity  and  ambiguity,  as 
they  could  have  been  given  by  any  oracle.  She  was 
a  young  woman,  and  very  hand  fome. 

February  4th,  we  arrived  fafe  at  the  town  of 
Tomflcy,  lb  called  from  the  noble  river  Tomm,  upon 
the  eallern  bank  of  which  it  ftands. 

About  eight  or  ten  days  journey  from  Tom(ky,  in 
a  plain,  are  found  many  tombs,  and  burying  places 
of  ancient  heroes  \  who,  in  ail  probability,  fell  in 
battle.  Thefe  tombs  are  eafily  diftinguilhed  by  the 
mounds  of  earth  and  (lones  raifed  upon  them.  When, 
or  by  whom,  thefe  battles  were  fought,  fo  far  to  the 
northward,  is  "uncertain.  I  was  informed  by  the 
Tartars  in  the  Baraba,  that  Tamerlane,  or  Timyr- 
Ack-Sack,  as  they  call  him,  had  many  engagements 
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in  that  country  with  the  Kalmucks  j  whom  he  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  conquer.  Many  perfons  go  from 
Tomlky  and  other  parts,  every  fummer,  to  thefe 
graves;  which  they  dig  up,  and  find,  among  the 
aflies  of  the  dead,  conSderable  quantities  of  gold, 
filver,  brafs,  and  fome  precious  ftones  \  but  particu- 
larly hilts  of  fwords  and  armour.  They  are  fome- 
times,  indeed,  interrupted,  and  robbed  of  all  their 
booty,  by  parties  of  the  Kalmucks,  who  abhor  the 
difturbing  the  afhes  of  the  dead. 

The  9th,  we  were  entertained  at  the  commandant's ; 
where  were  affembled  fome  hundreds  of  his  Coflacks, 
or  light  horfe,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  After 
going  through  their  ufual  exercife,  they  Ihewed  their 
dexterity  in  (hooting  on  horfeback  at  full  fpeed. 
They  credted  a  pole,  for  a  mark,  in  an  open  field ; 
and,  pafiing  it,  at  full  gallop,  they  let  fiy  their 
arrows  •,  and  loon  fplit  it  all  to  fhivers. 

The  20th,  we  arrived  at  a  Ruffian  village,  called 
Meletzky, -oft rogue,  where  we  (laid  a  day  to  refrefh 
ourfelves  and  horles.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
place  we  found  many  huts  of  thefe  Tzulimm  Tartars, 
who  feem  to  be  a  different  race  from  all  of  that  name 
I  have  yet  mentioned.  Their  complexion  indeed  is 
fwarthy,  like  that  of  moft  of  the  other  defcendants  of 
the  ancient  natives  of  Sibefia  i  but  I  have  feen  many 
of  them  having  white  fpots  on  their  Ikins,  from  head 
to  foot,  of  various  figures  and  fizes.  Many  imagine 
thefe  fpots  natural  to  the  people  i  but  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  believe  they  proceed  from  their  conftant  diet 
of  fifh  and  other  animal  food,  v/ithout  bread.  This, 
of  courfe,  creates  a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body,  which 
often  breaks  out  in  infants ;  and  the  fears  falling  off, 
leave  that  part  of  the  Ikin  as  if  it  had*  been  fcalded, 
which  never  recovers  its  natural  colour.  I  have  how- 
ever feen  feveral  children  with  thefe  fpots,  who  feemed 
healthy. 

The  Tzulimms,  like  other  Tartars,  live  in  huts 

half-lun]^  under  ground.    They  have  a  fire  in  the 
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middle,  with  a  hole  at  the  top  to  let  out  the  fmoke, 
and  benches  round  the  fire,  to  fit  or  lie  upon,  This 
feems  to  be  the  common  method  of  living  among  al) 
the  northern  nations,  from  Lapland,  eadward,  to  the 
Japanefe  ocean.  They  are  poor,  miferable,  and 
ignorant  heathens.  The  archbilhop  of  Tobolfky,  ia 
perfon,  came  lately  hither,  and  baptifed  fome  hunr 
dreds  of  them,  who  were  inclined  to  embrace  the 
Chritlian  faith.  As  they  are  a  weU-difpofed  and 
harmlefs  people,  probably  in  a  fiiort  time  they  may 
be  all  converted. 

The  firft  of  March,  we  overtook  our  baggage, 
which  we  pafled  -,  it  being  thought  more  convenient, 
both  in  order  to  procure  lodging  and  frelh  horfcs, 
that  the  heavy  carriages  fliould  travel  behind. 

We  continued  our  journey,  for  feveral  days,  along 
the  Tongufta.  We  found,  now  and  then,  little 
villages,  or  fingle  houles,  on  the  banks.  One  day 
we  chanced  to  meet  a  prodigious  flock  of  hares,  al) 
as  white  as  the  fnow  on  which  they  walked.  I  fpeak 
within  compafs,  when  I  fay  there  were  above  5  or  6oq 
of  them.  They  were  coming  down  the  river,  very 
deliberately,  on  a  fmall  path,  of  their  own  making, 
clofe  to  the  beaten  road.  As  foon  as  they  faw  us, 
all  of  them  ran  into  the  woods,  without  feeming  much 
frightened.  I  am  informed  that  thefe  hares  travel  to 
the  fouth,  in  much  greater  flocks  thap  this,  every 
fpring,  and  return  in  autumn,  when  the  rivers  are 
frozen  and  the  fnow  falls. 

The  nation  of  the  Tongufy  was  very  numerous ; 
but  is,  of  late,  mych  diminifhed  by  the  fmall  pox. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  this 
diftemper  till  the  Jlufllans  arrived  among  them. 
They  are  fo  much  afraid  of  this  difeafe,  that,  if  any 
one  of  a  family  is  feized  with  it,  the  refl:  immediately 
make  the  patient  a  little  hut,  and  place  by  him  fome 
water  and  viduals  •,  then,  packing  up  every  thing, 
they  march  oflf  to  the  windward,  each  carrying  an 
fiarjhen  ppt^  with  burning  coals  in  it,  and  making  a 
'  ^  §  '^  ^readfui 
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dreadful  lamentation  as  they  go  along.  They  never 
reviiit  the  fick,  till  they  thmk  the  danger  pad.  If 
the  perfon  dies,  they  place  him  on  a  branch  of  a  tree, 
to  which  he  is  tied,  with  ftrong  wythes  to  prevent  hir. 
falling. 

"When  they  go  a  hunting  into  the  woods,  they 
carry  with  them  no  provifions  -,  but  depend  entirely 
on  what  they  are  to  catch.  They  eat  every  animal 
that  comes  in  their  v/ay,  even  a  bear,  a  fox,  or  wolT. 
The  fqiiirrels  are  reckoned  delicate .  food  i  but  the 
ermins  have  fucha  ftrong  rank  tafte  and  fmell,  that 
nothing  but  ftarving  can  oblige  them  to  eat  their  flefli. 
"When  a  Tongufe  kills  an  elk  or  deer,  he  never 
moves  from  the  place,  till  he  has  ate  it  up,  unlefs  he 
happens  lo  be  near  his  family  •,  in  which  cafe  he 
carries  part  of  it  home.  He  is  never  at  a  lofs  for  fire, 
having  always  a  tinder-box  about  him  •,  if  this  fhould 
happen  to  be  wanting,  he  kindles  a  fire  by  rubbing 
two  pieces  of  wood  againft  each  other. 

The  fables  are  not  caught  in  the  fame  manner  as 
other  animals.  The  fur  is  fo  tender,  that  the  lead 
mark  of  an  arrow,  or  ruffling  of  the  hair,  fpoils  the 
fale  of  the  flcin.  In  hunting  them  they  only  ufe  a 
little  dog,  and  a  net.  When  a  hunter  finds  the  track 
of  a  fable  upon  the  fnow,  he  follows  it,  perhaps,  for 
two  or  three  days,  till  the  poor  animal,  quite  tired, 
takes  refuge  in  fome  tall  tree  ;  for  it  can  climb  like  a 
cat :  the  hunter  then  fpreads  his  net  around  the  tree, 
and  makes  a  fire ;  the  fable,  unable  to'  endure  the 
fmoke,  immediately  dcfcends,  and  is  caught  in  the 
net.  I  have  been  told,  by  fome  of  thefe  hunters, 
that,  when  hard  pinched  with  hunger,  on  fuch  long 
chaces,  they  take  two  thin  boards,  one  of  which  they 
apply  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  and  the  other  to  the 
back  oppofice  to  it ;  the  extremities  of  thefe  boards 
are  tied  with  cords,  which  are  drawn  tighter  by 
degrees,  and  prevent  their  feeling  the  cravings  of 
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Although  I  have  obfcrvcd,  that  the  Tongufians,  ia 
general,  worfliip  the  fun  and  moon,  there  are  many 
exceptions  to  this  obfervation.  I  have  found  intelli- 
gent people  among  them,  who  believed  there  was  a 
being  fuperior  to  both  fun  and  moon  -,  and  who 
created  them  and  all  t!ie  world. 

I  Ihall  only  remark  farther,  that  from  all  the 
accounts  I  have  heard  and  read  of  the  natives  of 
Canada,  there  is  no  nation,  in  the  world,  which  they 
fo  much  refemble  as  the  Tongufians.  The  diltance 
between  them  is  not  fo  great  as  is  commonly  imagined. 
We  met  with,  daily,  great  flocks  of  hares  in  their 
progrefs  to  the  weftward,  and  many  Tongulians  in 
their  huts.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  from  this 
place,  northward  to  the  frozen  ocean,  there  are  no 
inhabitants,  except  a  few  Tongufians  on  the  banks 
of  the  great  rivers ;  the  whole  of  this  moft  extenfive 
country  being  overgrown  with  dark  impenetrable 
woods.  The  foil,  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  is 
good ;  and  produces  wheat,  barley,  rye,  and  oats. 
The  method  taken  by  the  inhabitants  to  deftroy  the 
large  fir-trees,  is,  to  cut  off  a  ring  of  bark  from  the 
trunk,  about  a  foot  broad,  which  prevents  tlie 
afcending  of  the  fap,  and  the  tree  withers  in  a  few- 
years.  This  prepares  it  for  being  burnt  in  a  dry  fea- 
fon  -,  by  which  means,  the  ground  is  both  cleared  of 
the  wood,  and  manured  by  the  alhes,  without  much 
labour. 

The  Ruffians  obferve,  that,  where  the  fort  of  fir, 
commonly  called  the  Scotch  fir,  grows,  the  ground 
never  fails  of  producing  corn  -,  but  it  is  not  fo  where 
the  pitch,  or  any  other  kind  of  fir,  prevails. 

The  9th,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Elimfky,  which 
{lands  on  the  road  to  the  eaftern  parts  of  Siberia ;  for 
travellers  to  China  generally  take  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
toward  Irkutlky ;  and  thofe  who  travel  to  Yakutlky 
and  Kamtzatfky,  to  the  north-eaft. 

The  people  who  travel  in  winter,  from  hence  to 
thefe  places,  generally  do  it  in  January,  or  February. 

It 
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It  is  ft  yery  long  and  difficult  journey ;  and  which 
none  but  Toneufians,  or  fuch  hardy  people,  have 
abilities  to  perform.  The  Ruffians  frequently  finilh 
it  in  fix  weeks.  The  common  method  is  as  follows : 
After  travelling  a  few  days  in  (ledges,  when  the  road 
becomes  impaflable  by  horfes,  they  fet  themfelves  on 
fnow-fhocs,  and  drag  after  them  what  is  called  a  nart, 
containing  provifions  and  other  neceflaries ;  which 
are  as  few  and  light  as  poffible.  This  nart  is  a  kind 
of  fledge,  about  five  feet  long,  and  ten  inches  broad, 
which  a  man  may  eafily  draw  upon  the  deepeft  fnow. 
At  night,  they  make  a  large  fire,  and  by  themfelves 
down  to  fleep  in  thefe  narrow  fledges.  As  foon  as 
they  have  refrefhed  themfelves,  they  again  proceed 
on  their  fnow-fhoes,  as  before.  This  manner  of  tra- 
velling continues  about  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  when 
they  come  to  a  place  where  they  procure  dogs  to  draw 
both  themfelves  and  their  narts>  The  dogs  are  yoked 
by  pairs  •,  and  are  more  or  fewer  in  num.ber,  accord- 
ing to  the  weight  they  have  to  draw.  Being  trained 
to  the  work,  they  go  on  with  great  fpirit,  barking  all 
the  way  •,  and  the  perfon  who  lies  in  the  fledge  holds 
a  fmall  cord  to  guide  the  dog  that  leads  the  reft. 
They  are  fattened  to  the  fledge  by  a  foft  rope,  which 
is  tied  about  their  nr  iddle,  and  pafTes  through  between 
their  hind  legs.  I  have  been  furprifed  to  fee  the 
weight  that  thefe  creatures  are  able  to  draw ;  for  tra- 
vellers mufl:  carry  along  with  them  provifions,  both 
fo .  themfelves  and  the  dogs.  Thefe  watchful  ani- 
mals know  the  time  of  fetting  out  in  the  morning  •, 
and  make  a  difmal  howling,  till  they  are  fed  and 
purfue  their  journey.  This  way  of  travelling  would 
not,  I  believe,  fuit  every  conftitution ;  th«  very  fight 
of  it  fatisfied  my  curiofity.  Thus,  however,  thefe 
people  proceed  for  near  three  weeks,  till  they  arrive 
lat  fome  villages  on  the  Lena ;  where,  leaving  the 
idogs,  they  procure  horfes,  with  which  they  travel  to 
the  town  pf  yajtutfky. 

The* 
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Thefe  people,  though  ocherw.  j  hu  iiane  and  trac> 
table,  have,  among  them,  one  very  barb  lous  cuf- 
tom :  When  any  of  their  people  are  infin  \  through 
age,  or  feized  with  diitempers  reckoned  incuraL  % 
they  make  a  fmall  hut  for  the  patient,  near  fcie 
river,  in  which  they  leave  him,  with  fome  provific.  .s ; 
and  feldom,  or  never,  return  to  vifit  him.  On  fuch 
occafions,  they  have  no  regard  to  father  or  mother ; 
but  fay,  they  do  them  a  good  office  in  fending  them 
to  a  better  world.  Whereby  it  appears,  that,  even 
thefe  rude  ignorant  people  have  a  notion  of  a  future 
flate. 

We  fet  out  from  Elimfky  on  the  12th.  There  is 
a  narrow  road  cut  for  fledges  -,  and  the  trees  on  each 
fide,  meeting  at  the  top,  (hade  it  by  day  ;  and  in  the 
night  make  it  very  dark,  and  almofl:  difmal. 

The  face  of  the  country  had  now  a  different  afpefb, 
from  what  I  had  feen  for  feveral  months ;  fometimes 
we  faw  a  Hne  champaign  country,  exhibiting  a  beau- 
tiful and  extenfive  profpeft  •,  at  other  times,  the  view 
was  agreeably  varied  with  woods,  and  rifing  grounds. 
The  north-fide  of  the  river  is  moftly  over-grown  with 
woods.  There  are  fome  openings  along  the  banks  j 
where  we  found  villages,  and  abundance  of  cattle 
and  provifions. 

We  were  entertained  with  a  famous  Buratfky  flia- 
roan,  who  was  alfo  a  lama,  or  priefl,  and  was  brought 
from  a  great  diflance.  As  thefe  (hamans  make  a 
great  noife  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  are  believed, 
by  the  ignorant  vulgar,  to  be  infpired,  I  ihall  give 
fome  account  of  the  behaviour  of  this  one,  in  parti* 
cular,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  is  an 
impofition. 

He  was  introduced  to  the  ambaflador  by  the  com- 
mandant, accompanied  by  feveral  chiefs  of  his  own 
tribe,  who  treat  him  with  great  refped.  He  was  a 
man  of  about  30  yeafs  of  age,  of  a  grave  afpedl  and 
deportment.     At  his  introdu^ion  he  had  a  cup  of 
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brandy  prefentcd  to  him,  which  he  drank,  but  refulcd 
any  more. 

Afici  loin«'  conveiTation,  he  w»ui  dcfircd  to  exhibit 
fome  ipccimcn  of  his  art  •,  but  he  replied,  he  could 
do  nothing  in  a  Ruili.;n  houl'e  •,  bccaule  tliere  were 
fome  images  of  fauns,  which  prevented  his  ruccelii. 
The  performance  was  therefore  adjourned  to  a  Hu- 
rdtfky  tenr  in  tlje  fjburbs.  Accordingly,  in  the  even- 
ing, we  went  to  the  place  appointed,  where  we  found 
the  fliaman,  with  leveral  of  his  companions,  round  a 
little  fire,  Tmoaking  tobacco  -,  but  no  women  among 
them.  We  placed  ourlelves  on  one  fule  of  the  tenr, 
leaving  the  other  for  him  and  h\i  countrymen.  After 
fitting  about  half  an  hour,  the  fhaman  placed  himfelf 
crofs-legged  upon  the  floor,  dole  by  a  few  burning 
coals  upon  the  hearth,  with  his  face  towa.d  his  com- 
panions ;  then  he  took  two  fticks,  abour  four  feet 
long  each,  one  in  each  hand,  and  began  to  fing  a 
dilmal  tune,  beating  time  with  the  iticks :  all  his 
followers  joined  in  the  chorus.  During  this  part  of 
the  performance,  he  turned  and  diftorted  his  body 
into  many  different  poftures,  till,  at  laft,  he  wrought 
himfelf  up  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fury  that  he  foam-d 
at  the  mouth,  and  his  eyes  looked  red  and  ftaring. 
He  now  ftarted  up  on  his  legs,  and  fell  a  dancing, 
like  one  dillraded,  till  he  trod  out  the  fire  with  his 
bare  feet.  Theie  unnatural  motions  were,  by  the 
vulgar,  attributed  to  the  operations  of  a  divinity  i 
and,  in  truth,  one  would  almoft  have  imagined  him 
poffefled  by  fome  demon.  After  being  quite  fpent 
with  dancing,  he  retired  to  the  door  of  the  tenr,  and 
gave  tiiree  dreadful  flirieks,  by  which,  his  com- 
panions faid,  h':  called  the  demon  to  dired  him  in 
anfwering  iuch  quedions  as  fliould  be  propofed.  He 
then  returned,  and  lat  down  in  great  compofure,  tell- 
ing he  was  rt-ady  toTcfolve  any  queftion  that  might 
be  afked.  Several  of  our  people  put  queftions  in 
abundance ;   all  which  he  anfwered  readily,  but  in 
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fuch  ambiguous  terms  that  nothing  could  be  made  of 
them.  1  Ic  now  performed  fcvcral  legerdemain  tricks ; 
fucli  as  llabbing  hinirdt'  with  a  knite,  and  bringing 
it  up  at  his  mouth,  running  himfelf  through  with  a 
tword,  and  many  others  too  trifling  to  mention.  In 
Ihort,  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  thcfe  (ha- 
mans  are  a  parcel  of  jugglers,  who  impofc  on  the 
ignorant  and  credulous  vulgar. 

The  28th,  about  noon,  we  came  to  a  river  called 
Orongoy,  which  we  crofled  on  a  tall  camel ;  it  being 
too  deep  for  horles.  At  this  place  we  found  a  num- 
ber of  the  Buratflvy  encamped,  with  their  flocks  grazing 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Our  horfes  having  fwam  the  river,  we  went  into 
one  of  the  Buratflcy  tents,  till  they  were  dried.  The 
hofpitable  landlady  immediately  fet  her  kettle  on  the 
fire,  to  make  us  fome  tea;  the  extraordinary  cookery 
of  which  1  cannot  omit  defcribing.  After  placing  a 
large  iron-kettle  over  the  fire,  flie  took  care  to  wipe 
it  very  clean  with  a  horfe's  tail,  that  hung  in  a  corner 
of  the  tent  for  that  purpofe  •,  then  the  water  was  put 
into  it,  and,  foon  after,  fome  coarfe  bohea  tea,  which 
is  got  from  China,  and  a  little  fait.  When  near  boil- 
ing, ftie  took  a  large  brafs  ladle  and  tofled  the  tea, 
till  the  liquor  turned  very  brown.  It  was  now  taken 
off  the  fire,  and  after  fubfiding  a  little,  was  poured 
clear  into  another  veflel.  The  kettle  being  wiped 
clean  wirh  the  horfe's  tail,  as  before,  was  again  fet 
upon  the  fire.  The  mifl:refs  now  prepared  a  pafte,  of 
merl  and  frefh  butter,  that  hung  in  a  fkin  near  the 
horle*s  tail,  which  was  put  into  the  tea-kettle  and 
fried.  Upon  this  pafte  the  tea  v/as  again  poured  ;  to 
which  was  added  fome  good  thick  cream,,  taken  out 
of  a  clean  fheep's  fkin,  which  hung  upon  a  peg  among 
the  other  things.  The  ladle  was  again  employed,  for 
the  fpace  of  fix  minutes,  when  the  tea,  being  removfcd 
from  the  fire,  was  allowed  to  ftand  a  while  in  order 
to  cool.  The  landlady  now  took  fome  wooden  cups, 
which  held  about  half  a  pint  each,  and  ferved  her  tea. 
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to  all  the  company.  The  principal  advantage  of  this 
tea  is,  that  it  both  fatisBes  hunger  and  quenche's 
thirft.  I  thought  it  not  difagreeable ;  but  fhould  have 
liked  it  much  better  had  it  been  prepared  in  a  manner 
a  little  more  cleanly.  Our  bountiful  hoftefs,  how- 
ever, gave  us  a  hearty  welcome  -,  and,  as  thcfe  people 
know  not  the  ufe  of  money,  there  was  nothing  to  pay 
for  our  entertainment.  We  only  made  her  ai  preferit 
of  a  little  tobacco  to  fmoke,  of  which  thefe  people 
are  very  fond.  I  have  given  this  receipt,  with  a  view 
that  fome  European  ladies  may  improve  tipon  it. 

The  29th  of  May,  we  mounted  early,  and,  by 
means  of  our  coiTacks,  hunted  and  ranged  the  woods, 
as  we  went  along,  in  the  manner  of  this  country, 
called  oblave  in  the  Ruffian  language.  Their  method 
is  to  form  a  femi-circle  of  horfemen,  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  in  order  to  indole  the  game. 
Within  the  femicirde  a  few  young  men  are  placed, 
,who  give  notice  when  the  game  is  fprung ;  theie  only 
are  permitted  to  purfue,  the  others  being  confined  to 
keep  their  ranks.  Our  coflacks,  with  their  arrows, 
killed  three  deer,  and  feveral  hares.  And,  if  killing 
harmlefs  animals  can  be  called  diverfion,  this  may 
properly  be  reckoned  one  of  the  fineft.  After  this 
fafhion  they  hunt  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  and  wild 
boars. 

About  noon  we  came  to  a  village  on  the  Selinga, 
where  we  halted  a  fsw  hours,  and  then  croffed  the 
river  in  boats  •,  which  was  near  a  mile  broad  at  this 
place.  Our  coflacks,  however,  fought  no  boats, 
except  one  to  tranfport  their  arms,  cloaths,  and 
faddles;  which  being  done,  all  of  them  mounted 
their  horfes,  and  plunged  into  the  river  without  the 
leaft  concern.  As  foon  as  the  horfes  were  fet  a  fwim- 
ming,  for  eafe  to  them  the  men  difmounted,  and, 
laying  hold  of  the  mane  with  one  hand,  guided  them 
gently  by  the  bridle  with  the  other.  This  is  the 
common  method  in  this  country  of  tranfporting  men 
and  horfes ;  which  1  look  upon  to  be  both  lafe  and 
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caty,  provided  the  horfe  is  managed  with  a  gentle 
hand,  without  checking  him  with  fudden  jerks  of  the 
bridle. 

We  halted  a  little,  after  crofling  the  river,  till  the 
horfes  were  dried  ;  after  which  we  mounted,  and,  in 
the  evening,  arrived  at  the  town  of  Selinginfky. 

Here  ends  the  tribe  of  the  Buratlky,  and  the  natioii 
of  the  Mongalls  begins. 

The  Mongalls  are  a  numerous  people,  and  occupy 
a  large  extent  of  country,  from  this  place  to  the 
Kallgan,  which  fignifies  the  Everlafting  Wall,  or  the 
great  wall  of  China.  From  this  wall  they  ftretch 
themfelves  northward  as  far  as  the  river  Amoor,  and 
from  the  Amoor  weftward,  to  the  Baycall  fea  •,  where 
they  border  with  the  territories  of  the  kontayiha,  or 
prince  of  the  Black  Kalmucks.  On  the  fouth,  they 
are  bounded  by  a  nation  called  Tonguts,  among 
whom  the  delay-lama  has  his  refidence.  One  may 
eafily  imagine,  from  the  vaft  track  of  land  which  the 
Mongalls  occupy,  that  they  muft  be  very  numerous  j 
efpecially,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  they  live  in  a 
healthy  climate,  and  have  been  engaged  in  no  wars, 
fince  they  were  conquered,  partly  by  the  Ruflians  on 
the  weft,  and  partly  by  the  Chinefe  on  the  eaft  ;  to 
whom  all  thefe  people  are  now  tributaries.  In  former 
times  the  Mongalls  were  troublefome  neighbours  to 
the  Chinefe,  againft  whofe  incurfions  the  great  wall 
was  built. 

Kamhi,  the  prefent  emperor  of  China,  was  the  firft 
who  fubdued  thefe  hardy  Tartars  i  which  he  effeded 
more  by  kind  ufage  and  humanity  than  by  his  fword  ; 
for  thefe  people  are  great  lovers  of  liberty.  The 
lame  gentle  treatment  hath  been  obferved  by  the 
Ruflians,  toward  tliofe  of  them  who  are  their  fubjedls. 
And  they  themfelves  confefs,  that,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  thefe  two  mighty  emperors,  they  enjoy  more 
liberty,  and  live  more  at  cafe,  tJian  they  formerly  did 
under  their  own  princes. 

■  The 
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The  prefcnt  prince  of  Mongalia  is  called  Tuflvdu 
Chan,  and  reik'es  about  fix  days  journey,  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  from  Sclinginlky.  The  place  is  called  Uro;a, 
and  is  near  10  where  tlic  kutuchtu,  or  high  pricit, 
inhabits.  When  the  Mongalls  fubmitted  themfelvcs 
to  the  emperor  of  China,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Tufli- 
du-Chan  Ihould  iVill  maintain  the  name  and  authority 
of  a  prince  over  his  people  ;  but  undertake  no  war, 
nor  expedition,  without  confent  of  the  emperor ; 
which  has  ftridly  been  obferved  ever  fince. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  in  all  the  vaft  dominions 
of  Mongalia,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  a  finglc  houfe  to 
be  feen.  All  the  people,  even  the  prince  and  hiij^h 
prieft,  live  ccnuantly  in  tents;  and  remove,  with 
their  cattle,  from  place  to  place,  as  conveniency  re- 
quires. 

Thefe  people  do  not  trouble  themfelves  \vi;h 
ploughing,  or  digging  the  ground  in  any  falhion; 
but  are  content  with  the  produce  of  their  flocks. 
Satisfied  with  neceflaries,  without  aiming  at  fuper- 
fiuities,  they  purfue  the  moil  ancient  and  fimple  man- 
ner of  life ;  v/hich,  I  mull  confefs,  I  think  very  plca- 
fant  in  fuch  a  mild  and  dry  climate. 

From  the  river  Volga,  to  the  wall  of  China,  there 
are  three  great  Tartar  princes  ;  the  Ayuka-Chan,  the 
Kontayilia,  and  the  Tuih-du-Chan.  Thefe  three 
mighty  nations  have  almoll  the  fame  features,  religion, 
and  language  ;  and  live  in  the  fame  manner.  It  will 
eafily  be  perceived,  by  calling  an  eye  on  the  maps, 
what  an  e::tc'nt  of  territory  thele  princes  poUcfs,  wliofe 
fubjecls  go  by  the  general  name  of  Kalmucks.  Few 
languages  cm  cany  a  traveller  over  a  greater  extent 
of  country  than  that  of  the  Kalmucks.  With  the 
Arabic,  in.leed,  a  pcribn  may  travel,  through  n-iany 
places  of  the  eafi,  from  Egypt  to  the  court  of  the 
Great  Mo2,ul  i  biK,  with  the  Illyric,  he  can  travel 
much  further  than  with  either  of  the  former ;  viz. 
from  the  gulf  of  Venice  to  the  outmoll  boundaries 
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of  Kamtzatiky ;  fqr  the  RuITian  is  a  dialed  of  the 
lilyric. 

The  greateft  part  of  Mongalia  is  one  continue4 
wafte ;  except  the  places  along  the  Amoor,  and  to- 
ward the  Ruffian  borders  on  the  v^efl:.  The  foil  alfo, 
to  the  fouth,  from  Selinginlky,  is  exceedingly  fine ; 
and  capable,  by  proper  culture,  of  producing  grain 
of  feveral  forts. 

Our  barques  arrived  at  Selinginflcy  on  the  4th  of 
June.  After  we  had  taken  out  of  them  what  necef- 
faries  we  wanted,  they  were  diifpatched  with  the  reft 
of  the  baggage,  for  the  greater  fecurity,  to  his 
majelly's  ftore-houfes  at  Strealka,  about  four  miles  up 
the  river,  where  the  carayan  for  China  then  lay. 

In  the  meap  time,  the  ambaflador  writ  a  letter  to 
the  allegada,  or  prime  minilljqr,  at  the  imperial  court 
of  Pekin,  to  notify  his  arrival ;  and  defire  his  excel- 
lency would  give  orders  for  his  reception  on  the  bor- 
ders. This  letter  was  fent  to  the  prince  of  Mongalia, 
to  l?e  by  him  forwarded  to  court  j  for  no  ftrangers  are 
allowed  to  travel  through  his  territories  to  China, 
without  his  permiffion.  The  officer,  who  carried  the 
letter  to  the  prince,  was  treated  with  great  civility ; 
and  his  letter  immediately  fent  to  court  by  an  exprefs. 
A  few  days  after,  the  prince  fent  two  gentlemen,  one 
of  whom  was  a  lama,  to  congratulate  the  ambaflador 
on  his  arrival  in  thefe  parts.  They  were  invited  to 
dine  with  the  an^bafladpr,  and  behaved  very  decently. 

The  fame  officer,  who  carried  the  ambaffador's  let- 
ter to  the  prince  of  Mongalia  at  Urga,  was  ordered  to 
prefcnt  his  compliments  to  the  kutuchtu,  or  high 
prieft,  who  is  a  near  relation  of  the  prince.  He 
received  the  officer  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  defired 
him  to  fit  down  in  his  prefence ;  an  honour  granted 
to  very  few,  except  ambafladors,  and  pilgrims  from 
remote  countries  ;  and,  at  his  departure,  gave  him  a 
prefent  of  fome  inconfiderable  things ;  particularly,  a 
few  pieces  of  Chinefe  filks. 
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I  cannot  leave  this  venerable  perfonagc,  without 
taking  fome  notice  of  him.  I  Ihall  therefore  relate 
d  few  things  concerning  him  among  thoufands  more 
ridiculous,  which  the  people  of  this  country  tell  and 
believe. 

This  extraordinary  man  aflumes  to  himfelf  the 
character  of  omnifcience,  which  is  the  interpretation 
of  tht  word  kutuchtu ;  and  the  people  are  taught 
to  believe  that  he  really  knows  all  things,  paft,  pre- 
fent,  and  future.  As  his  intelligence,  by  means  of 
h's  lamas,  is  very  extertfive,  he  is  eafily  a;ble  to  im- 
pdfe  on  the  vulgar  in  this  particular.  They  alfo  be« 
fitve  that  he  is  immortal ;  not  that  his  body  lives 
always  •,  but  that  his  foul,  upon  the  decay  of  an  old 
one,  immediately  tranfmigrates  into  fome  young 
human  body,  which,  by  certain  marks,  the  lamas 
difcovcr  to  be  animated  by  the  foul  of  the  kutuchtu, 
and  he  is  accordingly  treated  as  high  prieft. 

When  the  fpirit  of  the  kutuchtu  has  taken  poflef- 
ficn  of  a  new  body,  that  is,  in  plain  Englifli,  when 
he  is  dead,  the  lamas  are  immediately  employed  to 
difcovcr  in  what  part  of  the  world  this  wonderful 
peribn  is  /egenerated,  or  born  again,  as  they  exprefs 
it.  They  need,  however,  go  to  no  great  diftance  to 
find  him  •,  for,  the  affair  being  previoufly  concerted 
among  the  chief  lamas,  they  foon  determine  the. 
choice  of  a  fucceffor ;  who  generally  happens  to  be 
a  young  boy,  that  has  been  well  inftrufted  how  to 
behave  on  that  occafion.  When  a  fucceffor  is  pre- 
tended to  be  found,  a  company  of  lamas  are  fent  to 
examine  the  matter,  who  carry  along  with  them  many 
toys,  fuch  as  fmall  filver  bells,  and  things  of  that 
nature,  which  belonged  to  the  former  kutuchtu, 
intermixed  with  others  that  did  not.  All  thefe  are 
laid  before  the  child,  who  picks  out  fuch  things  as 
belonged  to  his  predecelforj  and  difcovcrs  the  greateft 
fondnefs  for  them  ;  but  rejefls  with  difgufl,  whatever 
is  not  genuine.    Befide  this  trial,  fome  queftions  are 

-  pus 


feUSSIAj  TARTARY,  and  CHINA.  467 

put  to  him,  relative  to  wars,  or  remarkable  events, 
in  his  former  ftate;  all  which  are  anfwered  to  the 
fatisfadiori  of  the  conclave.  "Whereupon  he  is  una- 
nimoufly  declared  to  be  the  felf-fame  kutuchtu,  is 
conduced  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  to  Urga, 
and  lodged  in  the  tent  of  the  high  prieft. 

What  they  call  the  Urga  is  the  court,  or  the  place 
where  the  prince  and  high  prieft  refide  •,  who  are  al- 
ways encamped  at  no  great  diftance  frorh  one  another. 
They  have  feveral  thoufand  tents  about  them,  which 
are  removed  from  time  to  time.  The  Urga  is  much 
frequented  by  merchants,  from  China  and  Ruflia, 
and  other  places;  where  all  trade  is  carried  on 
by  barter^  without  money  of  any  kind.  The  Chinefe 
bring  hither  ingots  of  gold,  damaflcs,  and  other  filk 
and  cotton  ftuffs,  tea,  and  fome  porcelain  >  which  are 
generally  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  proper  for  fuch 
a  market.  The  RulTian  commodities  are  chiefly  furs 
of  ail  forts.  Rhubarb  is  the  principal  article  which 
is  exchanged  for  thefe  goods,  great  quantities  where- 
of are  produced  in  this  country,  without  any  culture. 
The  Mongalls  gather  and  dry  it  in  autumn,  and 
bring  it  to  this  market,  where  it  is  bought  up,  at  an 
fcafy  rate,  both  by  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  merchants. 

The  kutuchtu  and  his  lamas  are  all  clothed  in 
yellow,  and  no  layman  is  allowed  to  wear  this  colour, 
except  the  prince.  This  mark  of  diftindion  makes 
them  known  and  relpeded  every  where.  They  alfo 
wear  about  their  iiecks  a  ftring  of  beads,  which  are: 
ufed  in  faying  their  prayers.  The  Mongalls  believe 
in,  andworfhip,  one  Almighty  Creator  of  all  things. 
They  hold  that  the  kutuchtu  is  God*s  vicegerent  oa 
earth  ;  and  that  there  will  be  a  ftate  of  future  rewards 
and  punifhments. 

The  anfwcr  to  the  leker,  which  the  ambafl!ado^ 
had  written  to  Pekin,  was  not  yet  arrived.  In  the 
mean  time  we  were  obliged  to  remain  at  Selingin- 
iky,  where  we  entertained  ourfclves  i^^e  beft  njian* 
ner  we  could.  -/;'I^^^ 
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June  the  12th,  walking  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,  I  was  a  little  furpriffcd  at  the  figure  and  drefs 
of  a  man  ftanding  among  a  number  of  boys  who 
were  angling  for  Imall  filh.  The  perfon  bought  all 
the  filh  alive,  and  immediately  let  them  go  again 
into  the  river,  which  he  did  very  gently  one  by  one. 
The  boys  were  very  civil  to  him,  though  they  looked 
upon  him  as  diftradted  on  account  of  his  behaviour. 
During  this  ceremony  he  took  little  notice  of  me,- 
though  I  fpoke  to  him  feveral  times.  I  foon  per- 
ceived, by  his  drefs,  and  the  ftreak  of  faffron  on 
his  forehead,  that  he  was  one  of  the  brachmans  from 
India. 

After  fetting  all  the  fifh  a  fwimming,  he  feemed 
much  pleafed  -,  and,  having  learned  a  little  of  the 
Ruffian  language,  and  a  fmattering  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  began  to  converfe  with  me.  I  carried  him  to 
my  lodgings,  and  offered  to  entertain  him  with  a 
dram  -,  but  he  would  tafte  nothing :  for  he  faid,  it 
was  againft  the  rules  of  his  religion  to  eat  or  drink 
with  ftrangers 

I  afked  him  the  reafon  why  he  bought  the  fifh  to 
let  them  go  again  ?  He  told  me,  that  perhaps  the 
fouls  of  fome  of  his  deceafed  friends,  or  relations, 
had  taken  pofleffion  of  thefe  fifh  •,  and,  upon  that 
fuppofition,  it  was  his  duty  to  relieve  them :  that, 
according  to  their  law,  no  animal  whatever  ought  to 
be  killed  or  eaten  •,  and  they  always  lived  on  vege- 
tables. 

"'  After  this  interview,  we  became  fo  familiar  that 
he  came  every  dav  to  vifit  me.  He  was  a  chearful 
man,  about  feventy  years  of  age.  He  had  a  bufh 
of  hair  growing  on  his  foTehead,  very  much  matted, 
and,  at  lead,  fix  feet  in  length  :  when  it  hung  loofe, 
it  trailed  upon  the  ground  behind  him  •,  but  he  com- 
itionly  wore  it  wrapped  about  his  head  in  form  of  a 
turban.  The  hair  was  nXit  all  his  own,  but  collected 
as  relicks  of  his  friends,  and  others  of  his  profeffion, 
reputed  faints ;    all  which  he  had  intermixed,  and 
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matted  with  his  natural  hair.  Perfons  pf  this  cha- 
rader  are  called  Faquers,  and  efteemed  facred  every 
where. 

He  told  me  he  was  a  native  of  Indoflan,  and  had 
often  been  at  Madrafs,  which  he  called  Chinpatan, 
and  {aid  it  belonged  to  the  Knglilb.  This  circum- 
•ftance,  added  to  fcveral  others,  made  me  believe  he 
was  no  impoftor,  but  an  innocent  kind  of  creature, 
as  are  molt  of  that  feci.  He  came  to  this  country, 
in  company  with  fome  others  of  his  countrymen,  on 
a  pilgrimage,  in  order  to  pay  their  devotions  to  the 
Kutuchtu.  and  Delay-Lama.  They  had  been  twelve 
months  on  their  journey,  and  had  travelled  all  the 
way  on  foot,  over  many  high  mountains  and  wade 
defarts,  where  they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  provi- 
.fions,  and  even  water,  on  their  backs.  I  (hewed 
ihim  a  map  of  Afia,  whereon  he  pointed  out  the 
courfe  of  his  journey,  but  found  many  errors  in  the 
s;eography ;  and  no  wonder,  fince  few  Europeans 
^ould  have  had  the  refolution  to  undertake  fuch  ^ 
journey  as  this  man  had  done. 

The  14th,  a  chief,  named  Tayfha,  qf  thofe  Mon- 
galls  who  are  fubje6|:s  of  his  majefty,  came  to  pay  his 
rcfpecls  to  the  ambaflador,  who  gave  him  a  friendly 
:reception,  and  kept  him  to  dinner.  He  was  a  merry 
old  man,  near  fourfcore,  bul  fo  vigorous,  that  he 
could  mount  a  horfe  with  as  much  agility  as  many 
young  men.  He  was  accompanied  with  jve  fons, 
and  many  attendants,  who  treated  hin.  with  equal 
Tiefpeft  as  a  king ;  and  even  his  fons  would  not  fit 
down  in  his  prefence,  till  he  defired  them.  I  confefs 
it  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  fee  the  decency  with 
which  they  behaved.  One  of  our  company,  9  pretty 
fat  man,  afked  the  Tayflia  >yhat  he  Ihould  do  in  or- 
der to  be  as  lean  as  he  was.  The  old  man  replied  in 
:thefe  few  words,  '  Eat  lef^,  and  work  more  :*  a  fay- 
ing worthy  of  Hippocrates  himfelf.  In  his  youth  he 
had  been  engaged  in  many  battles  with  the  Chinefe, 
whom  he  held  in  great  contempt.    As  he  was  a  keen 
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fportfman,  the  ambaflador  made  an  appointment  with 
him  for  a  grand  hunting  match  ;  after  which  he  and 
his  retinue  returned  to  their  tents. 

The  24th,  arrived  an  officer  from  the  court  of  Pe- 
kin,  fent  on  purpofe  to  difcover  the  number  and  qua- 
lity of  the  embafly.     This  gentleman,   whofe  name 
was  Tuliflin,  was  a  Mantfhu  Tartar  by  birth,  and  a 
member  of  the   tribunal  for  weftern  affairs,   with 
which  he  was  very  well  acquainted.     Thefe  officers 
^re  called  Surgutlky  by  the  Mong^lls,  and  by  the 
Europeans  Mandarin,  a  Portuguefe  word  derived  from 
mando.     He  had  formerly  been  in  this  country,  and 
had  learned  the  Ruffian  language.     He  pretended  to 
have  been  employed  on  fome  bufinefs  with  the  Tufh- 
du-Chan  at  Urga  •,  and,  hearing  of  the  arpbaflador*s 
arrival,  had  come  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  him.     It  was 
however  well  known,    that  he  was  fent  to  enquire 
whether  the  ambaflador  came  on  a  friendly  errand. 
He  was  received  very  kindly  •,  and,  after  he  had  flay- 
ed three  days,  and  made  his  obfervations,  returned 
'very  well  fatisfied.     At  his  departure,  he  told  the 
ambafTadpr,  that  orders  would  foon  be  given  for  his 
reception  on  the  frontiers ;    but  thefe  could  not  be 
ifTued  till  his  arrival  at  court,  becaufe  on  his  report 
the  whole  affair  depended.     This  wife  and  cautious 
.  nation,  jealous  of  all  the  world,  fuffer  none  to  enter 
their  territories,  but  fuch  as  bring  friendly  meffages. 
By  this  circumftance  we  were  confined  fome  time 
longer  at  Selinginfky. 

July  5th,  the  Tayflia-Batyr  arrived,  in  confeqnence 
of  his  appointment  with  the  ambaflTador,  and  brought 
along  with  him  300  men,  well  mounted,  for  the  chace. 
This  old  gentleman  had  the  appellation  of  Batyr  •,  a 
title  of  great  refpedt  among  the  Mphgalls.  It  figni- 
fies  a  hero  -,  and  is  conferred  only  on  thofe  who  have 
figrialized  themfelves  by  their  courage  and  conduct  in 
the  field  of  battle.  Befide  thele"  Mongalls,  we  car- 
ried with  us  50  of  our  CofTacks,'  and  our  tents,  as  wc 
propofed  to  be  abroad  fome  days. 
?•   •  ;     •  •  Early 
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Early  on  the  6th,  we  took  our  way  to  the  eaftward, 
over  high  hills,  and  through  tall  woods,  having  al> 
moft  no  underwood  to  incommode  the  horfes,  or  in- 
terrupt our  view;  which-  made  it  very  pleafant. 
After  riding  a  few  miles,  the  Tayfha,  being  mafter 
of  t-he  chace,  ordered  his  men  to  extend  their  lines. 
The  Tayiha  and  we  were  in  the  center  i  and  often  faw 
the  game  pafs  us,  purfued  by  the  horfcmen  at  full 
fpeed,  without  the  Icaft  noife,  but  the  whirling  of 
arrows.  The  horfes,  being  accuftomed  to  this  kind 
of  fport,  follow  the  game  as  a  greyhound  does  a  hare ; 
fo  that  the  riders  lay  the  bridles  g;i  their  necks,  and 
attend  to  nothing  but  their  bows  and  arrows.  One 
may  eafily  imagine  the  exquifite  entertainment,  in 
feeing  feveral  of  thefe  horfcmen  in  purfuit  of  an  elk 
or  (lag  through  the  valleys. 

Tired  with  fport,  we  left  the  hills  in  the  after- 
noon, and  came  down  into  a  fine  valley,  where  we 
pitched  our  tents,  near  a  pure  brook.  The  Tayfha 
then  ordered  all  the  dead  game  to  be  brought  before 
him,  and  ranged  in  proper  order.  We  found,  that 
j:his  day  we  had  killed  no  lefs  than  five  large  elks, 
four  ftags,  a  dozen  roe- bucks,  feveral  wolves  and 
foxes,  befide  fawns  and  hares. 

The  Tayfha  caufed  the  game  to  be  divided  amonar 
the  huntfmen  -,  who  began  immediately  fo  drefs  it, 
fome  of  them  by  boiling,  others  by  broiling,  and  eat 
it  without  either  bread  or  fait.  The  tails  of  the  flass, 
which,  by  thefe  people,  are  reckoned  very  delicate, 
fell  to  the  Tayfha's  fhare.  He  cut  them  into  f]iccs, 
^nd  eat  them  raw.  I  eat  a  bit  of  one  of  them,  and 
thought  it  very  pafat^ble.  The  tafic  refembled  no- 
thing fo  much  as  that  pf  frefh  caviare.  After  we  had 
feafted  on  variety  of  excellent  venifon,  for  we  liad  no 
Other  provifions,  we  went  to  reft,  well  fatisfied  with 
the  diverfion  of  the  day. 

Dijring  this  fliort  excgrfion,  I  could  not  enough 
admire  the  beauty  of  the  country  through  which  we 
jprilfed.     The  gentle  rifmg  of  the  hills,    many  of 
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which  have  their  tops  only  covered  with  wood,  and 
the  fertility  of  the  >'Ale.<5,  contribute  to  form  one  of 
the  moft  delightful  landlkips  the  world  can  afford. 
To  this  may  be  added  the  temperature  and  drynets 
of  the  cliiT.ate  ;  in  which  relpefts  this  far  exccfeds  any 
country  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  After  Micf- 
fummer  there  is  aimed  no  rain  till  December,  when 
the  fnow  falls  j  and  in  fuch  moderate  quantities,  that 
it  does  not  hinder  the  cattle  from  lying  abroad  all  the 
winter. 

In  furveying  thefe  fertile  plains  and  pleafant  woods, 
I  have  often  entertained  myfelf  with  painting,  in  my 
own  imagination,  the  neat  villages,  country- feats, 
and  farm-noufes,  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  may  be 
created  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  brows  of  the 
hills.  There  is  here  wafte  land  enough  to  maintain, 
with  eafy  labour,  feveral  European  nations,  who  are, 
at  prefent,  confined  to  barren  and  ungratefiil  foils : 
and,  with  regard  to  the  Mongalls,  whole  honefty  and 
limplicity  ot  manners  are  not  unamiable,  I  (houid 
like  them  very  well  for  neighbours. 

From  what  I  haVe  read  of  North  America,  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  this  country  refembles  none  fo  much 
as  lome  of  our  colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  ; 
partic'jlarly  the  inland  partsofPenfylvania  and  Mary- 
land. Both  countries  lie  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude : 
in  the  one  we  find  great  lakes  and  mighty  rivers  -,  in 
'  the  other,  the  Baykall  fea,  and  rivers,  which,  for 
the  length  of  their  courfe  and  quantity  of  water,  may 
'be  ranked  with  any  in  the  weftern  world. 

July  20th>  another  Mandarin  arrived  from  Pekin, 
accompanied  by  an  officer  from  Urga;  who  brought 
a  letter  to  the' ambaffador  from  the  Tu(h-du-chan, 
acquainting  him,  that  he  might  foon  expert  a  per- 
fon,  properly  authorifed,  to  condudt  him  to  the  im- 
perial city. 

Auguft  9th,  a  courier  arrived  from  Pekin,  who 
told  the  ambaflador,  that  he  had  pafled  our  conduc- 
tor on  the- road  ;  and  that  we  fliould  now  prepare  for 

our 
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pur  journey  to  the  capital,  as  that  gentleman  would 
arrive  in  a  few  days.  On  the  24th,  our  condudor, 
called  Lofity,  at  laft  Afrived.  He  was,  by  birth,  a  Mant- 
fhu  Tartar,  and  a  member  of  the  court  for  the  weilcrn 
department.  After  remainifig  with  113  for  fome  days, 
he  returned  to  Yolla,  a  place  upon  the  border,  in  or- 
der to  prbciire  hoffes  and  caAiels  for  our  journey. 

September  8th,  we  fent  our  baggage  by  water  to 
Strealka,  and  ndxt  day  we  followed  it.  We  lived  in 
tents,  while  we  (laid  at  this  place,  till  horfes  and  ca- 
mels were  got  ready. 

After  dining  With  the  commiflilry  of  the  caravan, 
at  Strealka,  on  the  i8th,  we  left  that  place  in  the 
evening,  accompanied  with  the  commiflary  and  moft 
of  the  officers  at  Selinginlky.  After  we  had  travel- 
led about  10  Englifti  miles  to  the  fouthward,  through 
fine  plains  covered  with  exceeding  long  grafs,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  end  of  the  firft  ftage,  called  Kolludtzy. 

The  20th,  about  noon,  we  reached  a  place  called 
oaratzyn,  or  the  New  Moon,  fitUat^d  on  the  bank  of 
a  rivulet  of  the  fiime  name.  This  rivulet  is  the  boun- 
dary between  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  territories, 
and  feparatbs  two  of  the  nioft  mighty  monarchies  in 
the  world.  The  diftance  between  Selinginlky  and 
this  place  is  computed  to  be  about  104  verft,  nearly 
70  Englifh  miles. 

The  condudor  was  encamped  on  the  eaft-fide  of 
the  rivulet,  and  we  pitched  our  tents  on  the  other. 
The  ground,  on  both  fides,  rifes  a  little,  and  the  foil 
feems  to  be  extreamly  good.  The  grafs  is  rank  and 
thick,  and,  as  the  feafon  is  very  dry,  would,  with 
little  labour,  make  excellent  hay.  This  grafs  is  often 
fet  on  fire  by  the  Mongalls,  in  the  fpring,  during 
high  winds.  At  fuch  times  it  burns  moft  furioufly, 
running  like  wild-fire,'  and  fpreading  its  flames  to  the 
difl:ance  of  perhaps  ten  or  twenty  miles,  till  its  pro- 
grefs  is  interrupted  by  fome  river  or  barren  hill.  The 
impetuofity  of  thefc  flames,  their  fmoke  and  crack- 
Ving  noifc,  cannot  eafily  be  conceived  by  thofe  who 

'  *  '     V  '  have 
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have  not  feen  them.  When  any  perfon  finds  himfclf 
to  the  leeward  of  them,  the  only  method,  by  which 
he  can  fave  himfelf  f  om  their  fury,  is  to  kindle  im- 
mediately the  grafs  where  he  (lands,  and  follow  his 
own  fire.  For  this  purpofe,  every  pcrlbn  is  provid- 
ed with  flints,  fteel  and  tjndcr,  The  reafon  why  the 
Mongalls  fet  fire  to  the  grafs  is  to  procure  early 
pafture  for  their  cattle.  The  afhes,  left  upon  the 
ground,  fink  into  the  earth  at  the  melting  of  the 
fnow,  and  prove  ^n  excellent  manure  •,  fo  that  tiic 
grafs,  in  the  fpring,  rifes  on  the  lands,  which  have 
been  prepared  in  this  manner,  as  thick  as  a  field  of 
wheat.  Caravans,  travellers  with  merchandife,  bi4t 
cfpecially  armies,  never  encamp  upon  this  rank 
grafs.  And  there  are  fevcral  inftances  of  confiderable 
bodies  of  men  being  put  in  confufion,  ar}d  even  de- 
feated by  the  enemy's  fetting  fire  to  the  grafs. 

The  21  ft,  the  conductor  came  to  congratulate  tlie 
ambaflador  on  his  arrival  at  the  borders  -,  and  ac- 
quainted him,  that,  the  horfes  and  camels  being  ready, 
he  might  proceed  when  he  pleafed.  1  cannot  omit 
an  inconfiderable  circumftance,  that  happened  at  this 
place,  as  it  ftrongly  reprefents  the  caution  and  pru- 
dence of  the  Chinefe.  Our  condudlor,  having  feen 
fome  women  walking  in  fhe  fiplds,  afked  the  ambaf- 
fador  who  they  were  ?  and  whither  they  were  going  ? 
He  was  told,  they  belonged  to  the  retinue,  and  were 
going  along  with  it  to  China.  He  replied,  they  had 
women  enough  in  Pekin  already  ;  and,  as  there  never 
had  been  an  European  woman  in  China,  he  could  not 
be  anfwerable  for  introducing  the  firft,  without  a 
fpecial  order  from  the  Emperor.  But,  if  his  excel- 
lency would  wait  for  an  anfwer,  he  would  difpatch  a 
courier  to  court  for  ;hat  purpofe.  The  return  of 
this  mefienger  could  not  be  fooner  than  fix  weeks  j  ic 
was  therefore  thought  more  expedient  to  fend  back 
the  women  to  Selinginfky,  with  the  waggons  that 
brought  our  baggage  to  this  place. 
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The  22d,  this  day  we  commenced  guefts  of  the 
Emperor  of  China,  who  entertains  all  ambafladors, 
and  bears  their  expenccs,  from  the  day  they  carer  his 
dominions,  till  the  time  they  quit  them  again.  Oqr 
retinue  confided  of  about  one  hundred  perfons,  who 
were  allowed  fifteen  Ihcep  every  day.  I'he  overplus 
of  this  large  allowance  wis  given  to  the  Mongalls 
who  drove  the  camels.  Befide  mutton  and  beef, 
there  is  no  other  kind  of  provifion  to  be  found,  till 
you  come  within  the  wall  of  China.  1  he  mutton  is 
of  a  middle  fize  j  but  I  muft  confefs,  exceeding  fine. 
The  condu6lor  was  attended  by  an  officer  from  the 
Tufh-du-Chan,  who  procured  from  the  Mongalls  en- 
camped neareft  our  road,  what  flieep  we  wanted. 
The  camels  were  very  tractable,  and  (looped  to  take 
on  their  loads.  But  the  horf^'s  were,  at  firfl:,  very 
unmanageable.  Many  of  them  had  never  before  been 
employed  for  any  ufe*,  and  were  faddled  with  great 
difficulty,  but  mounted  with  much  more ;  for  tlie 
very  fmell  of  our  cloaths,  which  they  perceived  to  be 
different  from  that  of  the  Mongalls,  their  uiafters, 
made  them  fnort  and  fpring  with  great  fury.  They 
were  eafily  managed,  nocwithftanding,  when  we  got 
upon  their  backs. 

Our  road  now  lay  through  fine  plains  and  vallies, 
covered  with  rank  grafs  •,  but  not  a  fingle  tent  was  to 
be  feen.  I  inquired  why  fuch  a  fine  foil  was  without 
inhabitants  -,  and  was  told,  that  the  Chinefe  had  for- 
bid the  Mongalls  to  encamp  fo  near  the  Ruffian  bor- 
ders, for  fear  of  being  allured  to  pais  over  to  their 
territories,  as  many  had  formerly  done.  Thcfe  fruit- 
ful vallles  are  furrounded  with  pleafant  hills,  of  eafy 
afcent,  whofe  fummits  are  povered  with  tufts  of  trees. 

On  thefe  hills  are  a  great  number  of  animals  called 
marmots,  of  a  brownilh  colour,  having  feet  like  a 
badger,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  fize.  They  make  deep 
burrows  on  the  declivities  of  the  hills  i  and,  it  is  faid, 
that,  in  winter,  they  continue  in  thefe  holes^  for  a 
certain  time,  cvep  without  food.  At  this  fcafon,  how- 
'  !     . '  •'  eve^ 
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>  €ver,  they  (it  or  lye  near  their  burrows,  keeping  a 
M£t.  wateh  -,  and  at  the  approach  of  danger,  rear 
fhemfelves  upon  their  hind-feet,  givitig  a  loud 
whiftle,  like  a  man/ to  call  in  the  ftraggjcrs;  and 
Xhen  drop  into  their  holes  in  z  monient. 

I  fhould  not  have  mencioned  an  animal  fo  well 
known  as  the  marmot,  had  it  not  been  on  account  of 
the  rhubarb.  Wherever  you  fee  ten  or  twenty  plants 
growing,  you  are  fure  of  finding  feveral  burrows  under 
the  (hades  of  their  broad  fpreading  leaves.  Perhaps 
they  may  fometimes  eat  the  leaves  and  roots  of  this 
plant.  However,  it  is  probable,  the  manure  they 
leave  about  the  roots,  contributes  not  a  little  to  its 
increafe  -,  and  their  cafting  up  the  earth  makes  it 
fhoot  out  young  buds,  and  multiply.  1  his  plant 
does  not  run,  and  fpread  itfelf,  like  docks,  and  others 
of  the  fame  fpecies ;  but  grows  in  tufts,  at  uncertain 
diftances,  as  if  the  feeds  had  betn  dropped  with  de- 
fign.  It  appears  that  the  Mongalls  never  accounted 
It  worth  cultivating  •,  but  that  the  world  is  obliged  to 
the  marmots  for  the  quantities  fcattered,  at  random, 
an  many  parts  of  this  country.  For  whatever  part  of 
.the  ripe  feed  happens  to  be  blown  among  the  thick 
grafs,  can  very  feldom  reach  the  ground,  but  muft 
there  wither  and  diej  whereas,  (hould  it  fall  among  the 
'  loofe  earth,  thrown  up  by  the  marmots,  it  immedi- 
ately takes  root,  and  produces  a  new  plant. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Tola  we  found  many  Mon- 
galls encamped,  with  numerous  flocks  of  cattle  ;  be- 
ing the  firft  inhabitants  we  had  (een  fince  our  leaving 
the  border.  The  Ruffians,  and  the  Mongalls  who 
arefuhjeds  of  RuiTia,.  claim  all  the  country  weftward 
from  the. . Tola  i  which,  they  fay,  is  the  natural 
boundary  between  the  two  empires.  This  would  in- 
deed be  a  con(iderable  addition  to  the  dominions  of 
Ruffia.  But  as  both  thcfe  mighty  monarchs  are  abun- 
dantly provided  with  a  vaft  extent  of  territory,  neither 
party  think  it  worth  while  to  difpute  about  a  few 
hundred  miles  of  property,  \Khich,  obtained,  would, 

perhaps, 
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perhaps,    not  balance  the  coft,  or  contribute   but 
ktrle  to  the  advantage  of  either. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  was  now  greatly 
altered  for  the  worfc.  "We  faw  no  more  pleafant  hills- 
and  woods  ;  neither  could  I  find  one  fingle  plant  of 
rhubarb.  The  foil  was  dry  and  barren  -,  and  the  grafs 
not  to  be  compared  to  what  we  had  already  pafled 
over. 

The  4thi  after  every  man  had  drunk  his  fill  of  the 
pure  and  wholefome  water  of  Tola,  and  filled  his 
bottle  with  it,  we  departed  with  fome  regret,  as  wt 
could  hope  for  no  more  rivers,  or  brooks,  till  we 
came  to  the  wall  of  China.  We  foon  entered  the  de- 
fert  commonly  named,  by  theMongalls,  the  Hungry 
Defert. 

The  6th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  proceeded 
eaftward,  through  the  fame  fort  of  flat  country.  The 
weather  was  very  fine,  and  the  roads  excellent.  In 
the  evening  we  arrived  at  a  pool,  called  Tylack,  of 
brackilh  water,  where  we  remained  the  following 
night.  This  day  we  faw  feveral  large  flocks  of  ante- 
lopes, and  fome  MongaHs  in  their  tents  •,  which  was 
no  difagreeable  objeft  iri  this  continued  plain.  We 
pafled  few  of  thcfe  tents  without  vifiting  them,  where 
we  always  found  an  hofpitable  reception,  and  were 
entertained  with  fome  zaturan,  a  kind  of  tea  which  I 
formerly  defcribed.  And,  if  we  happened  to  ftay  till^ 
our  baggage  was  gone  out  of  fight,  the  landlord  con- 
duced us,  by  the  Ihorteft  way,  ta  the  fprings  that 
terminated  the  next  ftage. 

The  9th,  we  fet  out  early,  and  travelled  to  a  pool 
named  Oko-toulgu.  This  day,  a  lama  from  the 
kutuchtu,  going  to  Pekin,  joined  our  company, 
who,  by  his  habit  and  equipage,  feemed  to  be  a  pcr- 
fon  of  eminence.  In  marching  along  the  tedious  de- 
fert, the  converfation  turned  on  a  terrible  earthquake 
which  happened,  during  the  month  of  July  laft,  in 
China,  between  tie  long  wall  and  Pekin ;  and  had 
laid  in  ruins  feveral  villages,  and  walled  towns,  and 
,5  .  *        buried 
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buried  many  people  in  their  ruins.  The  lama  in- 
quired what  was  the  opinion  of  the  learned  men  in 
Europe  concerning  the  caufe  of  this  phsenomenon. 
We  told  him,  it  was  commonly  reckoned  to  be  fub- 
tei  raneous  fire  -,  arid  then  alked,  in  our  turn,  to  what 
caule  fuch  extraordinary  appearances  were  imputed 
by  his  countrymen  ?  He  replied,,  that  fome  of  their 
learned  lamas  had  written  that  God,  after  he  had 
formed  the  earth,  plated  it  on  a  golden  frog ;  and 
whenever  this  prodigious  frog  had  occafion  to  fcratch 
3ts  head,  or  ftretch  out  its  foot,  that  part  of  the 
earth,  immediately  above,  was  Ihaken.  There  was 
no  reafoning  on  a  notion  fo  fantaftical ;  we  therefore 
left  the  lama  to  pleafe  himfelf  with  his  hypothefis, 
and  turned  the  dilcourfe  to  fome  other  fubjcd. 

The  24th,  having  got  frefh  horfes  and  camels,  we 
came,  in  the  evening,  to  a  pond  6f  brackifh  water, 
called  Korunteer,  upon  the  extremity  of  a  difmal 
bank  of  fand,  running  a-crofs  our  road. 

The  day  following  we  entered  on  the  fand- bank, 
along  a  narrow  and  crooked  paflage,  between  two 
hillocks.  Every  one  prayed  for  calm  weather  w  hi! 
we  travelled  over  the  fand  •,  which  put  me  in  mini  t 
being  at  fea.  We  continued  our  journey,  througa 
deep  fand,  till  about  noon  ;  when  all  our  horfes,  and 
camels,  being  tired,  we  hatted  in  a  hollow  place; 
Inhere  we  dug,  and  found  very  bad  water.  Along 
this  bank  there  is  not  the  leaft  track,  or  path  of  any 
kind  ♦,  for  the  fmalleft  blaft  of  wind  immediately 
effaces  it,  and  renders  all  the  furface  fmooth.  We 
had  gone  but  a  few  miles  when  moft  of  our  people 
were  obliged  to  alight,  and  walk  on  foot,  the  hones 
being  quite  tired  with  the  deepnefs  of  the  fand ; 
•which  made  our  progrefs  extreamly  flow.  The 
weather,  fortunately,  was  dill  very  calm.  About 
noon  we  pitched  our  tents  in  a  hollow  place,  encom- 
•pafled  with  high  hillocks  of  fand.  About  midnight, 
the  wind  rofe  to  fuch  an  height,  that  all  our  tents 
were  ovcrfet  at  once,  and  our  beds  filled  with  fand. 
3  As 
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As  it  was  near  mornirtg,  we  thought  it  not  worth 
while  to  pitch  them  again.  We  therefore  prepared 
ourfelves  to  fet  out  at  the  dawn,  in  hopes  of  getting 
over  the  fand-bank  before  night ;  which,  by  riding 
and  walking  by  turns,  in  order  to  haften  our  progrefs, 
we  happily  eflfeftcd. 

The  28th,  we  proceeded  along  the  plain  tg  the 
fprings  called  Chabertu.  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of 
the  uncommon  manner  the  people  have' of  killing 
their  Iheep.  They  make  a  flit  with  a  knife  between 
two  ribs,  through  which  they  put  their  hand,  and 
fqueeze  the  heart  till  the  creature  expires ;  by  this 
method  all  the  Hood  remains  in  the  carcafs.  When 
the  iheep  is  dead,  and  hungry  people  cannot  wait  till 
the  flcfh  is  regularly  drefled,  they  generally  cut  out 
the  brilket  and  rump,  wool  and  all,  and  broil  them 
on  the  coals ;  then  fcrape  off  the  fmged  wool,  and  eat 
them.  This  I  have  found,  by  experience,  to  be  no 
difagreeable  morfel,  even  without  any  kind  of  fauce. 

The  2 2d  of  November,  about  noon,  we  could 
perceive  the  famous  wall  of  China,  running  along 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  toward  the  norch-eaft. 
One  of  our  people  cried  out  Land,  as  if  we  had  been 
all  this  while  at  fea.  It  was  now,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
compute,  about  forty  Englilh  miles  from  us,  and 
appeared  white  at  that  diftance. 

The  nearer  we  came  we  were  the  more  furprifed  at 
the  fight  of  thatfo  much  celebrated  wall  of  China, 
commonly  called,  for  its  length,  the  endlefs  wall. 
The  appearance  of  it,  running  from  one  high  rock 
to  another,  with  fquare  towers  at  certain  intervals, 
even  at  this  diftance,  is  moft  magnificent. 

We  defcended  by  a  narrow  path,  about  eight  feet 
broad,  between  the  mountains,  till  we  came  to  a 
fmall  Chinefe  monaftery,  fituated  on  the  declivity  of 
a  fteep  rock.  Curiofity  led  us  to  vifit  this  folitary 
place.  But,  the  road  being  impaflable  to  horfes,  we 
alighted  and  walked  thither.  On  our  arriving  near 
the  place,  the  monks  came  out  to  meet  Us,  with  the 

ufual 
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ufual  friendly  falutation  of  the  country ;  which  is 
pcrjformed  by  laying  one  of  thp,ir  hapds  upon  the 
other,  an4  then  (haking  the«i,  and  pronouncing 
theCe  words  Cho-loy-cho,  The  compiinicnt  being  re- 
turned, they  conduced  us  into  the  apartments  of 
their  little  chapel,  and  treated  us  with  a  difli  of  green 
tea  i  which  was  very  agreeable.  In  the  chapel  was  a 
fort  of  altar  piece,  on  which  were  placed  feveral  fmall 
brafs  images  •,  and,  in  one  of  the  corners,  I  obferved 
a  fack  filled  with  wheat.  The  habit  pf  the  monks,  was 
a  long  gown  with  wide  Aleves.  On  their  heads  was 
a  fm^l  cap,  and  their  long  lank  hair  hupg  4own,over 
their  ihoulders.  They  had  very  few  I>airs  in  their 
beards.  This  being  the  .firft  Chinefe  houfc  we  niet 
with,  I  have,  on  that  account,  been  more  particular 
in  defcribing  it.  Every  thing  now  appeared  to. us  as 
if  we  had  arrived  in  another  world.  We  felt,  cfpe- 
cialiy,  a  fenfible  alteration  in  the  weather ;  for,  in- 
ftead  of  the  cold  bleak  wind  in  the  defert,  we  h^ 
here  a  warm  and  pleafant  air. 

Our  route  now  lay  al^ng  the  fputh  fide  of  a  rivujet, 
full  of  great  ftones,  which  had  fallen  from  the  rocks 
in  rainy  weather.  In  the  clifi^s  of  the  rocks  you  fee 
little  fcattered  cottages,  with  fppts  of  cultivated 
ground,  much  refembling  thofe  romantic  figures  of 
landlkips  which  are  painted  on  the  China-ware  and 
other  manufadures  of  this  country.  Thefe  are  ac- 
counted fanciful  by  moft  Europeans,  but  are  really 
natural. 

We  arrived  at  length  at  the  ifamous  wall  of  China. 
We  entered  at  a  great  gate,  which  is  fhut  every 
night,  and  always  guarded  by  a  thoufand  men,  mder 
the  comm^d  of  two  officers  of  diftindion,  one  a 
Chinefe,  and  the  other  a  Mantzur  Tartar ;  for,  it  is 
an  eftabliihed  cullom  in  China,  and  has  prevailed 
ever  fince  the  conqueft  of  the  Tartars,  that,  in  all 
places  of  public  truft,  there  muft  be  a  Chinefe  and  a 
Tartar  invefted  with  equal  power.  Jhis  rule  is  ob- 
ferved boih  in  civil  and  military  affairs. 
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As  foort  as  we  had  entered  the  gate,  thefe  two  offi- 
cers, and  many  fubalterns,  came  to  compliment  the 
ambaffador  on  his  fafe  arrival ;  and  afked  the  favour 
of  him  to  walk  into  the  guard-room  and  drink  a  difh 
of  tea. 

The  fame  evening,  the  ambaffador  and  the  gentle- 
men of  the  retinue  were  invited  to  fup  at  the  com- 
mandant's houfe ;  and  horfes  were  fent  to  carry  us 
thither.  We  alighted  in  the  outer-court,  where  the 
commandant  in  pcrfon  waited  for  us ;  and  conduced 
us,  through  a  neat  inner-court,  into  a  hall,  in  the 
middle  of  which  flood  a  large  brafs  chafing-difh,  in 
ihape  of  an  urn,  with  a  fire  of  charcoal  in  it.  The 
floor  was  covered  with  mats,  and  the  room  quite  fet 
round  with  chairs,  and  little  fquare  japanned  tables. 
The  ambaffador  fat  at  a  table  by  himfelf,  and  the  reft 
of  the  company  at  feparate  tables,  by  two  and  two. 
We  were  firft  entertained  with  tea,  and  a  dram  of  hot 
arrack ;  after  which  fupper  was  brought,  and  placed 
on  the  tables,  without  either  table-cloth,  napkins, 
knives,  or  forks.  Inftead  of  forks,  were  laid  down, 
to  every  perfon,  a  couple  of  ivory-fticks,  with  v.hich 
the  Chinefe  take  up  their  meat.  The  dirties  were 
fmall,  and  placed  upon  the  table  in  the  moll  regular 
manner ;  the  vacancies  being  filled  with  faucers,  con- 
taining pickles  and  bitter  herbs.  The  entertainment 
confifted  of  pork,  mutton,  fowls,  and  two  roaftcd 
pigs.  The  carver  fits  upon  the  floor,  and  executes 
the  office  with  great  dexterity.  He  cuts  the  flefti  in- 
to fuch  fmall  bits,  as  may  eafily  be  taken  up  by  the 
guefts,  without  further  trouble.  1  he  meat  being 
cut  up,  is  given  to  the  footmen,  who  fupply  the 
empty  difhes  on  the  tables.  The  whole  is  ierved  in 
China-ware  *,  and  neither  gold  nor  filvcr  is  to  be  feen. 
All  the  fervants  perform  their  duty  with  the  utmoft 
regularity,  aad  without  the  leaft  noife.  I  muft  con  • 
fels,  I  was  never  better  pleafcd  with  any  entertain- 
ment. 
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The  vi6tuals  being  removed,  the  defert  was  placed 
on  the  tables  in  the  fame  order  -,  and  confided  of  a 
variety  of  fruits  and  confedlions.  In  the  mean  time 
a  band  of  mufic  was  called  in,  which  confifted  of  ten 
or  twelve  performers,  on  various,  but  chiefly  wind- 
inftruments,  fo  different  from  thofe  of  that  clafs  in 
Europe,  that  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  defcribe  them. 
The  mufic  was  accompanied  with  dancing,  which 
was  very  entertaining.  The  dancers  were  nearly  as 
numerous  as  the  muficians.  Their  performances 
were  only  a  kind  of  gediculation,  confifting  of  many 
ridiculous  poftures ;  for  tliey  feldom  moved  from  the 
fame  place.  The  evening  being  pretty  far  fpent,  we 
took  leave,  and  returned  to  our  lodgings. 

The  6th,  a  great  fall  of  fnow,  and  a  cold  frofty 
wind,  obliged  us  to  halt  at  this  place. 

Next  day,  the  froft  and  fnow  ftill  continued  ;  not- 
withftanding,  we  fet  out,  and  paffed  over  a  ftone- 
bridge,  near  this  place,  paved,  not  with  fniall  ftones, 
but  with  large  fquare,  free  ftones,  neatly  joined. 
After  travelling  eaftward  about  thirty  Englifli  miles, 
we  reached  a  large  and  populous  city  called  Siang-fu. 
We  were  met,  without  the  gate,  by  fome  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  conduced  to  our  lodgings. 

When  we  arrived,  the  governor  was  out  a  hunt- 
in^  with  one  of  the  Emperor's  fons.  As  foon  as  he 
returned  in  the  evening,  he  waited  on  the  ambafiador, 
and  complimented  him  in  a  very  poHte  manner  j  cx- 
cufing  himfelf  for  not  waiting  on  him  fooner.  At 
the  fame  time,  he  gave  his  excellency  a  formal  in- 
vitation to  fupper-,  for  it  is  appointed,  by  the  court, 
that  foreign  amballadors  fhould  be  magnficently  en- 
tertained in  ail  the  towns  through  which  ihey  fafs. 
But  the  ambafiador,  being  fomevvhat  inuifpoled,  de- 
fired  to  be  excufed. 

Our  route,  this  day,  was  through  a  fine  champaign 
country,  well  cultivated,  bjt  containing  very  few 
trees.     We  paflfcd  feveral   fmall  towns,  and    many 
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villages,  well  built»  and  indofed  with  walls.  The 
roads  were  well  made,  and  in  good  order ;  running 
always  in  ftraight  lines,  where  the  ground  will  allow. 
I  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  order  and  oeconomy  of 
thefe  people  j  but  found  my  information  far  fhort  of 
what  I  daily  faw  in  all  their  works  and  adlions.  The 
ftreets  of  every  village  run  in  ftraight  lines. 

Upon  the  road  we  meet  with  many  turrets,  called 
poft-houfes,  ercded  at  certain  diftances  from  one 
another,  with  a  flag-ftaff,  oh  which  is  hoifted  the  im- 
perial pendant.  Thefe  places  are  guarded  by  a  few 
ibidiers,  who  run  a  foot,  from  one  poft  to  another, 
with  great  fpeed  •,  carrying  letters  or  difpatches  that 
concern  the  Emperor.  The  turrets  are  fo  contrived, 
as  to  be  in  fight  of  one  another  •,  and,  by  fignals,  they 
can  convey  intelligence  of  any  remarkable  event. 
By  this  me-'ns  the  court  is  informed  in  the  fpeedieft 
manner  imaginable,  of  whatever  difturbance  may 
happen  in  the  moft  remote  provinces  of  the  empire. 
Thefe  pofts  are  alfo  very  ufeful,  by  keeping  the 
country  free  from  highwaymen  ;  for  fhould  a  perfon 
efcape  at  one  houfe,  on  a  fignal  being  made,  he 
would  certainly  be  ftoppcd  at  the  next.  The  diftance 
of  one  poft-houfe  from  another  is  ufually  five  Chinefe 
li,  or  miles ;  each  li  confifting  of  five  hundred  bow- 
lengths.  I  compute  five  of  their  miles  to  be  about 
two  and  an  half  Englilh. 

The  8th,  we  halted  at  this  place.  As  we  could 
not  be  prefent  at  the  entertainment  to  which  we  were 
invited,  laft  night,  by  the  governor,  he  had  refolved 
that  the  delicacies,  prepared  on  that  occafion,  fhould 
not  be  loft  ;  and  therefore  fent  into  our  court  twelve 
tables,  whereon  were  placed,  by  a  number  of  people, 
all  the  vidtuals  that  were  drefied  the  jJreceding  nighr, 
with  the  defert,  and  feveral  forts  of  tea.  The  wliole 
was  afterward  brought  into  the  hall  -,  and  there 
placed,  in  form,  upon  the  tables.  When  this  was 
done,  an  officer  ofdiftindion  came  to  defire  the  am- 
baflidor  to  taile  of  his  Imperial  Majerty*s  bounty. 
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We  atcordingly  fat  down  at  the  tables  in  great  order. 
Every  thing  was  very  good,  but  moftly  cold  j  having 
been  carried  through  the  llreets  to  fome  diftance. 
After  we  had  removed  from  the  table,  the  perfbn, 
who  had  the  direction  of  the  entertainment,  called 
our  fcrvants,  and  ordered  them  to  fit  down  at  the 
tables,  and  eat.  This  produced  a  very  diverting 
fcene ;  but,  had  it  not  been  complied  with,  the  go- 
vernor would  have  thought  himfclf  highly  affronted. 

In  the  evening,  the  Emperor's  third  fon  went 
through  this  city,  on  his  way  toward  the  capital.  He 
was  carried  upon  men's  fhoulders,  in  a  palankin  •,  a 
vehicle  very  eafy  for  the  traveller,  and  well  known 
in  European  fettlements  in  India.  The  Emperor's 
fons  have  no  other  names  than  thofe  of  firft,  fecond, 
third,  &c.  This  prince  had  only  a  fmall  retinue  of 
a  few  horfemen. 

Our  newcondudor,  Tulifliin,  invited  the  ambafla- 
dor  and  his  retinue  to  pafs  the  evening  at  his  lodg- 
ings. His  excellency  excufed  himfelf,  as  he  had  not 
been  at  the  governor's.  All  the  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, accepted  the  invitation.  The  entertainment 
v/an  elegant,  and  fomething  like  that  I  formerly  de- 
fcribed,  accompanied  with  dancing  and  mufic,  and 
quail-fighting.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  thefe  little 
birds  fly  at  one  another,  as  foon  as  they  are  fet  upon 
the  table;  and  fight,  like  game-cocks,  to  death. 
The  Chinefe  are  vtry  fond  of  this  diverfion;  and  bet 
as  hif;h  on  their  quails,  as  the  Englilh  do  on  cocks. 
They  are  alfo  great  lovers  of  cock-fighting  •,  but  it  is 
reckoned  among  the  vulgar  fports.  The  quails  are 
generally  parted  before  they  hurt  one  another  too 
much  ;  and  rcferved,  in  cages,  till  another  occafion. 

The  9th,  having  fent  off  the  baggage  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  ambaflador  returned  the  governor's  vifit. 
"We  only  (laid  to  drink  tea  -,  after  which  we  imme- 
diately mounted,  and  purfued  our  journey  to  a*  fmall 
town  called  Juny  ;  where  we  arrived  in  the  evening. 
Near  this  place  is  a  fteep  rock,  {landing  on  a  plain, 
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inacceflible  on  all  fides,  except  to  the  weft  •,  where  a 
narrow  winding  j)ath  is  cut  in  the  rock,  which  leads 
to  a  Pagan  temple  and  nunnery,  built  upon  the  top 
of  it. 

The  chain  of  mountains  running  to  the  north, 
which  bound  this  plain  to  the  weft,  are  very  high, 
rugged  and  barren.  Their  breadth,  from  the  dcfert 
to  the  plain  habitable  country  of  China,  I  compute  n' : 
to  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  in  many  places 
it  is  much  Icfs.  But  their  length,  I  am  informed,  is 
above  one  tl^oufand  Englifti  miles.  They  encompafs 
all,  or  the  greateft  part  of  the  empire  of  China,  to 
the  north  and  weft.  Thefe  impregnable  bulwarks, 
together  with  the  alnioft  impaflable  deferts,  have,  in 
my  opinion,  fo  long  prefcrved  this  nation  from  being 
over-run  by  the  weftern  heroes.  One  would  imagine, 
that  a  country,  fo  foi  tifitd  by  nature,  had  little  need 
of  fuch  a  ftrong  wall  for  its  defence  -,  for,  if  all  the 
pafles  of  the  mountains  are  as  narrow  and  difficult  as 
that  where  we  entered,  a  fmall  number  of  men  might 
defend  it  againft  a  mighty  army. 

On  the  14th,  we  halted  at  a  fmall  town.  But  our 
baggage,  and  his  majefty's  prefents,  advanced  a  ftagc 
farther.  Thefe,  by  order  of  the  Mandarin,  our  con- 
du6tor,  were  carried  on  mens  flioulders,  covered  with 
pieces  of  yellow  filk  -,  as  every  thing  is  which  hath 
any  connexion  with  the  court.  Whatever  is  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  this  b^dge  is  looked  on  as  facrcd  ;  and 
he  who  has  the  care  Oi  any  thing  belonging  to  the 
Emperor  needs  no  other  protediun  :  fuch  is  the  re- 
verence paid  him  all  over  the  empire.  The  yellow 
colour  is  chofcn  by  the  Emperor,  becaufe,  among 
the  Chinefe,  it  is  the  emblem  of  the  fun,  to  whicii 
he  is  compared. 

The  following  day,  our  road,  lying  over  fome 
rocks,  was  very  rugged.  In  fome  places  it  was  cut, 
for  a  conftderable  length,  above  twenty  feet  deep, 
through  the  folid  rock  i  which  appears  to  have  been  a 
wprk  of  great  labour  and  expencc.    But  na  pwt)pks  I 
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ever  faw,  take  fuch  pains  to  make  their  ftreets,  and 
high-ways,  eafy  to  travellers,  as  the  Chinefe.  In  feme 
places  of  the  rocks  were  cut  out  images  of  Chinefe 
faints  i  but  the  workmanfhip  very  mean. 

Near  this  place,  we  pafled  through  fix  or  eif»ht 
llrong  femicircular  walls,  within  one  another,  which 
have  the  endlefs  wall  for  their  common  diameter,  and 
take  in  a  great  compafs.  In  all  thefe  walls  there  are 
large  well  built  gates,  guarded  by  a  conftant  watch, 
both  in  times  of  peace  and  war.  At  one  of  them, 
the  ambafliidor  was  faluted  with  three  great  guns, 
from  a  tower  over  the  gate-way.  Thefe  walls  feem 
to  be  of  the  fame  materials  and  architedure  with  the 
long  \yall  j  having  fquare  towers  at  the  diftance  of  a 
bow- (hot  from  each  other.  While  we  (topped  at  one 
of  the  gates  to  refre(h  ourfelves,  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  walk  into  one  of  thefe  towers,  where  1  faw 
fome  hundreds  of  old  jron  cannon  thrown  together  as 
ufelefs.  On  examination,  I  found  them  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  three  or  four  pieces  of  hammered  iron, 
joined,  and  faftened  togtf  ther  with  hoops  of  the  fame 
metal.  1  he  Chinefe  have,  however,  now  learned  to 
ca(t  as  fine  brafs  cannon  as  are  any  where  to  be  found. 
From  this  tower  I  was  led,  by  a  broad  ftone-ftair,  to 
the  top  of  the  wall,  which  is  about  twenty  feet  in 
breadth,  and  paved  with  large  fquare  (tones,  clofely 
joined,  and  cemented  with  (trong  mortar.  I  walked 
along  this  flat,  till  I  came  to  a  rock,  where  I  found 
a  high  ftair  of  above  a  thoufand  (teps,  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  w^ll,  wjiich  led  to  a  tower  on  the 
fummit,  from  whence  I  could  fee  a  like  (tair,  on  the 
other  fide,  forming  a  defcent  to  a  narrow  pafl^age  be- 
tween two  rocks.  I  obferved  alio,  that  the  wall  was 
peithcr  fo  high  nor  broad  where  it  was  carried  ova* 
another  rock,  to  the  fouth-we(t,  as  at  the  place 
yrherp  I  flood.  But  time  not  allowing  me  to  go  far- 
|heFa  I  returned  by  the  fame  way,  to  our  company ; 
55jid,  ^ftcf  paying 'a  fevy  hpui^s,  we  proceeded,  this 
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afternoon,  to  the  town  of  Zulinguang,  where  wc 
lodged. 

The  next  day,  after  travelling  about  two  ho'irs, 
we  came  to  the  laft  fcmicircular  wall.  Here  ended  all 
the  hills  and  mountains.  Our  road  now  lay  through 
a  fine  champaign  country,  interfperfed  with  many 
fmall  towns  and  villages.  In  the  evening,  wc  reich- 
cd  a  large  neat  city  called  Zang-Ping-Je.v.  In  the 
market  place  flood  a  triumphal  arch,  whereon  were 
hung  a  number  of  dreamers,  and  filken  pendants,  of 
various  colours.  The  ftreets'  were  cle  in,  ftraight, 
and  broad  •,  in  fjme  places  rrovered  with  grav.l,  in 
others  paved  with  flat  fquare  Itones. 

As  foon  as  wc  had  reached  ojr  lodgings,  the  go- 
vernor of  the  pl^ce  came  to  falute  the  ambaflaJor, 
and  invited  him  to  an  entertainment  prepared  by  order 
of  his  majefty. 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  we  immediately 
went  to  the  governor's  palace.  The  entertainment 
was  very  magnificent,  fomewhat  of  the  fimc  kind 
with  that  I  formerly  defcribed,  and  accompanied  with 
mufic  and  dancing.  This  place  is  fituated  in  a  fruit- 
ful plain,  about  thirty  Englifli  miles  northward  of 
Pekin. 

The  17th,  afier  travelling  about  a  dozen  of  miles, 
we  came  to  a  fmall  town  'called  Shach.  The 
weather  being  ve't)^  fine  and'  warm,  the  governor 
came  to  me'et  the  ambaflador,  and  defired  him  to  re- 
fredi  himfelfa  little  by  drinking  tea.  Here  we  halt- 
ed about  an  hour,  and  then  proceeded  fix  or  eight 
miles  farther,  to  a  fmall  village,  about  four  miles 
from  the  capital;  whe^e  we  lodged. 

Next  morning,  two  Manclarins  came  from  court 
to  congratulate  the  ambaflador  on  his  arrival,  and 
brought  fome  horfes,  on  which  his  retinue  were  to 
make  their  entry.  The  furniture  of  the  horfes  was 
very  fimple,  and  far  inferior  to  the  coftly  trappings 
of  the  Perfians. 
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My  lodgings  in  this  village,  happened  to  be  at  4 
cook's  houle  j  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  the  ingenuity  of  thefe  people,  even  on  trifling 
occafions.  My  landlord  being  in  his  (hop,  I  paid 
Iiim  a  vifit  •,  where  I  found  fix  kettles,  placed  in  a 
row  on  furnaces,  having  a  fcparate  opening  under 
each  of  them,  for  receiving  the  fewcl,  which  confifted 
of  a  few  fmall  fticks  ana  ftraw.  On  his  pulling  a 
thong,  lie  blew  a  pair  of  bellows,  which  made  all  his 
kettles  boil  in  a  very  Ihort  time.  Th.y  arc  indeed 
very  thin,  and  made  of  calt  iron,  being  extremely 
fmooch  both  within  and  without.  The  fcarcity  of 
fewel,  near  fuch  a  populous  city,  prompts  people  to 
contrive  the  eafieft  methods  of  drefling  their  victuals 
and  keeping  themfelves  warm  during  the  winter, 
which  is  fevere  for  two  months. 

About  ten  of  the  clock,  we  mounted,  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  the  city,  in  the  following  order. 

An  officer  with  his  fword  drawn;  thre^  fol- 
diers  •,  one  kettle  drummer ;  twenty  four  foldiers, 
ihree  in  a  rank  •,  the  fteward  j  twelve  footmen  ;  two 
pages  -,  three  interpreters ;  the  ambalTador,  and  a- 
Mandarin  of  diftinftion  ;  two  fecretaries ;  fix  gentle- 
men, two  and  two  ^  followed  by  fcrvants  and  at- 
tendants. 

The  whole  retinue  was  dreft  in  their  beft  apparel. 
The  foldiers  in  uniform,  carrying  their  mulkets  like 
horlcmcn  (landing  centry  j  idirawn  fwords  being  re- 
fufed  by  our  conductor,  the  officer  only  had  that 
privilege. 

We  auvelied  from  the  village,  along  a  fine  road, 
through  a  cloud  of  dull  and  multitudes  of  fpedators ; 
.ind,  in  two  hours,  entered  the  city  at  the  great  north 
gape'  i  which  opened  into  a,  fpacious  ftreet,  perfectly 
Jlraight,  as  far  as  the  eye-fight  could  reach.  We 
found  it  all  fprinkled  with  water,  which  was  very  re- 
frcfhing  after  the  dull  we  had  pafled  through. 

A  guard  of  five  hundred  Chinefe  horfemen  was  ap* 
pointed  to  clear  the  way ;  notwithftanding  which, 
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wc  found  it  very  difHcult  to  get  through  the  crowd. 
One  would  have  imagined  all  the  people  in  Pekin 
were  aflTcmblcd  to  fee  us ;  though  I  was  informed 
that  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
were  picfent.  I  obfcrvcd  alfo  great  crowds  of  wo- 
men unveiled  ;  but  they  kept  in  the  windows,  doors, 
and  in  corners  of  the  Itreet.  The  foldiers  did  not 
behave  with  roughncfs  to  the  people,  as  in  fomc  other 
places  of  the  call ;  but  treated  them  with  great  mild- 
nds  and  humanity.  Indeed  the  people  of  themfeivei, 
made  as  much  way  as  was  pofllble  for  them,  con- 
fidering  their  numbers.  After  a  march  of  two  hours 
from  the  gate  where  we  entered  j  we  at  laft  came  to 
our  lodgings,  in  that  part  of  the  city  called  the  Tar- 
tar's town  i  which  is  near  '.he  center  of  Pekin,  and 
not  far  from  the  Emperor*:  palace. 

We  lodged  in  what  is  calbd  the  E.uTian-houfe.  It 
was  allotted  by  the  prcfent  Emperor,  for  the  arnom- 
modation  of  the  caravans  from  Muscovy  ;  ..ad  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  high  wall  of  brick,  whi  ra  inclofes 
three  courts.  The  firft,  from  the  ftreet,  is  app  inr- 
cd  for  the  guard  of  Chinefe  fold!  rs.  The  fecoad  is 
a  fpacious  fquare,  on  the  fides  whcreot  are  apartments 
for  fervants.  The  third  is  divided  from  the  fecond 
by  a  high  brick  wall,  through  which  you  enter  by  a 
great  gate.  Oppofite  to  this  gate  is  the  great  hall, 
which  rifes  a  few  ftcps  above  the  level  of  the  court. 
The  floor  is  neatly  paved  with  white  and  black  marble; 
and,  on  the  fame  floor,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
hall,  are  two  fmall  bed-chambers.  This  hall  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  ambaflador.  In  the  fame  court  are  two 
large  houfes,  divided  i-  >  apartments,  in  which  the 
retinue  was  lodged.  All  rhefe  ftrudures  are  but  of 
one  ftory,  with  larp:e  windows  of  lattice-work,  on 
which  is  pafted  wh:  e  paper. 

The  fame  evening,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies 
came  to  compliment  the  ambaflador.  He,  in  the 
Emperor's  name,  enquired  into  the  chief  fubjeft  of 

his 
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his  commiflion  •,   and  having  received  a  fatisfadlory 
anfwer,  retired. 

Thus  we  happily  arrived  at  the  famous  and  Ion"- 
wiflied  for  city  of  Pekin,  the  capital  of  this  mighty 
empire,  after  a  tedious  journey  of  exadly  fixtcen 
months,  it  is,  indeed,  very  long;  yet  may  be  per- 
formed in  much  lefs  time.  I  am  of  opinion  that  tra- 
vellers might  go  from  St.  Peterfburgh  to  Pekin,  and 
reuirn,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  month:ii  which,  were  it 
neccflary,  I  think  I  couki  eafily  demon flrate. 

At  ten  of  the  clock  at  night,  tiie  officer  on  guard, 
in  the  outer-court,  locked  our  gate,  and  fealed  it  with 
the  emperor's  feal ;  that  no  perlbn  might  go  out,  or 
come  in,  during  the  night.  The  ambafllidor,  not 
approving  of  this  proceeding,  as  foon  as  the  gate  was 
opened  in  the  morning,  fent  his  fccretary,  and  an  in- 
terpreter, to  the  aleggada,  or  prime  minifter,  to 
complain  of  his  being  confined.  The  aleggada  faid 
he  was  altogether  ignorant  of  what  had  happened  j 
but  exprefsly  forbid  any  fuch  behaviour  for  the  fu- 
ture. In  Perfia,  indeed,  and  fome  other  nations  of 
the  eaft,  it  is  the  tuftom  to  reftrain  foreign  minifters 
from  converfing  with  the  inhabitants,  till  they  have 
an  audience  of  the  prince.  ^  ^ 

The  19th,  the  prime  minifter,  accompanied  with 
the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  and  five  Jefuits,  came 
to  compliment  the  ambaflador.  As  foon  as  they  en- 
tered the  gate,  two  of  their  attendants  walked  before 
them  at  fome  diftance,  making  a  humming  nolle ; 
the  ufual  fign  that  fome  perfon  of  diltindion  is  com- 
ing. Aloy  defired  the  ambaflador  would  give  him 
a  copy  of  his  credentials  i  which  was  not  eafily  com- 
plied with,  till  thefe  minifters  abfolutely  infifted  on 
it  •,  alleging  that  the  emperor  never  received  any  let- 
ters from  his  bell  friends,  among  whom  he  reckoned 
his  Czarifli  majelly  the  chief,  without  knowing  the 
contents.  The  Latin  copy  was  at  laft  produced,  the 
original  being  in  the  Ruflian  language  ;  and  the  maf- 

ter 
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tcr  of  the  ceremonies  and  the  midionaries  having 
tranflated  it  into  Chinefe,  took  their  leave.  But  the 
aleggada  remained  for  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  talk- 
ing on  different  fubjefts.  This  minifter,  it  feems, 
was  a  great  fportfman.  He  aflced  to  fee  the  ambaf- 
fador*s  dogs,  which  were  a  few  grey-hounds,  and 
fome  French  buck-hounds.  He  was  dcfired  to  re- 
ceive, in  a  prefent,  any  of  them  which  pleafed  him 
beft  ;  he  accepted  only  a  couple  of  grey-hounds. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  emperor  lent  an  officer  to 
enquire  after  the  ambaflador's  health  ;  who  brought 
along  with  him  a  tablp,  carried  by  four  men,  and 
covered  with  yellow  filk,  on  which  was  placed  variety 
of  fruits  and  confeflions ;  and,  in  the  middle,  a 
large  piece  of  excellent  mutton.  The  officer  ac- 
quainted the  ambaffador,  that  thefe  provifions  were 
brought  from  the  emperor's  own  table ;  and  there- 
fore hoped  he  would  eat  of  them.  This  circum- 
ftance  was  accounted  a  fmgular  mark  of  the  empe- 
ror's favour. 

<  The  day  following,  the  ambaffador  had  a  vifit 
from  the  prefident  of  the  council  for  wellern  affairs, 
called  Affchinoma,  accompanied  by  four  miffionaries, 
two  of  which  were  meffieurs  Peranim  and  Fridelii, 
The  converfation  turned  chiefly  on  the  ceremonial 
of  the  ambaffador's  introduction  to  the  emperor, 
which  was  a  matter  not  eafily  fettled.  The  principal 
points,  infifted  on  by  the  ambaffador,  were,  tliat  he 
rnight  deliver  his  credentials  into  the  emperor's  own 
hands,  and  be  excufed  fro;n  bowino;  thrice  three  times 
on  entering  his  majefty's  prefence  •,  to  which  cuftom 
all  muft  fubmit  who  appear  before  the  emperor.  The 
prefident,  on  the  contrary,  affcrced,  that  the  conftant 
praftife  in  China,  for  many  ages  paft,  was  direflly 
contrary  to  thefe  demands ;  that  their  emperors  never 
received  letters  of  credence  with  their  own  hands ; 
that  the  cuftom  was  for  the  ambaffador  to  lay  them 
^n  a  table,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  throne,  or  the 
placp  where  the  emperor  may  happen  to  fit  -,  after 

which 
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which  they  were  delivered  to  the  emperor  by  the  offi- 
cer appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  prefident  invited  the  am- 
baflador  to  an  entertainment,  to  be  given  at  a  palace 
in  the  city,  where,  he  faid,  the  emperor  would  be 
prefcnt,  and  fpeak  with  him.  His  excellency  re- 
plied, he  would  accept  of  the  invitation,  provided 
he  might,  on  that  occafion,  deliver  the  Czar  his 
mafter's  letter.  He  was  told  this  was  neither  a  pro- 
per place  nor  time  for  that  purpofe  j  but  that  the  em- 
peror intended  to  give  him  a  public  audience  very 
J'oon,  and  receive  hjs  credentials  in  form. 
'  The  ambaflador  was  apprehenfive,  that  the  empe- 
ror, having  already  feen  a  copy  of  his  credentials, 
fhould  he  alfo  fee  himfelf  at  the  entertainment,  his 
public  audience  might  thereby  be  retarded;  and 
therefore  he  declined  t.ie  invitation.  It  appeared, 
however,  afterward,  that  this  fufpicion  was  without 
foundation. 

The  2 1  ft,  the  aleggada  paid  a  fecond  vifir.  His 
fervants  brought  tea  ready  made,  fome  jars  of  arrack, 
with  fruits  and  confections.  From  this  day  little 
material  happened,  except  daily  meflages  from  court 
relating  to  the  ceremonial,  till  the  27th  i  when  this 
affair  was  at  laft  adjufted  on  the  following  terms. 
*'  That  the  ambaflador  fhould  comply  with  the  efta- 
blifked  cuftoms  of  the  court  of  China  i  and,  when 
the  emperor  fent  a  minifter  to  Ruffia,  he  fhould  have 
inftrudions  to  conform  himfelf,  in  every  rcfpeft,  to 
the  ceremonies  in  ufe  at  that  court."  This  affair 
gave  the  miniftry  at  Pekin  much  trouble  -,  and,  I 
mufl  confefs,  the  mifTionarics  took  great  pains  to 
foften  things  on  both  fides. 

On  the  28th,  the  day  appointed  for  the  ambaffa- 
dor*s  public  audience  of  the  emperor,  horfes  were 
brought  to  our  lodgings  for  the  ambaffador  and  his 
retinue-,  the  emperor  being  then  at  a  country-houfe, 
called  Tzanlhu-yang,  about  fix  miles  weft  ward  from 
pekin.  We  mounted  at  eight  in  the  mprning,  and 
.  *'       ' -  about 
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about  ten  arrived  at  court ;  where  we  alighted,  at  the 
gate,  which  was  guarded  by  a  ftrong  party  of  foldiers. 
The  commanding  officers  conduced  us  into  a  large 
room,  where  we  drank  tea,  and  (laid  about  half  an 
hour  till  the  emperor  was  ready  to  rL-ceive  us.  Wc 
then  entered  a  fpacious  court,  enclofed  with  high 
brick  walls,  and  regularly  planted  with  feveral  rows 
of  foreft-trees,  aljo.Jt  eight  inches  diameter,  which  I 
took  to  be  limes.  As  we  advanced,  we  found  all  the 
minifters  of  (late,  and  officers  belonging  to  the  court, 
feated  upon  fur-cu(hions,  crofs-legged,  before  the 
hall,  in  the  open  air ;  among  thefe,  places  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  ambaflfador  and  his  retinue ;  and  in 
this  fituation  we  remained,  in  a  cold  frofty  morning, 
till  the  emperor  came  into  the  hall.  During  this  in- 
terval, there  were  only  two  or  three  fervants  in  the 
hall,  and  not  the  lead  noife  was  heard  from  any  quar- 
ter. The  edifice  is  quite  open  to  the  fouth ;  and  thie 
roof  fupported  by  a  row  of  handfome  wooden  pillars, 
odangular,  and  finely  polifhed  •,  before  which  is  hung 
a  large  canvafs,  as  a  fhelter  from  the  weather. 

Alter  we  had  waited  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
the  emperor  entered  the  hall  at  a  back-door,  and 
feated  himfelf  upon  the  throne ;  upon  which  all  the 
company  ftood.  The  mailer  of  the  ceremonies  now 
defired  the  ambafTador,  who  was  at  fome  riiftance 
from  the  red,  to  walk  into  the  hall  -,  and  conduced 
him  by  one  hand,  while  he  held  his  credentials  in 
the  other.  Having  afcended  the  (leps,  the  letter 
was  laid  on  a  table  placed  for  that  purpofe,  as  had 
been  pr^vioufly  agreed  •,  but  the  emperor  beckoned 
to  the  amba!(rador,  and  directed  him  to  approach ; 
which  he  no  fooner  perceived,  than  he  took  up  the 
credentials,  and,  attended  by  the  Aloy,  walked  up 
to  the  throne,  and,  kneeling,  laid  them  btffore  the 
emperor ;  who  touched  them  with  his  hand,  and  en- 
quired after  his  Czarifh  majefly's  health.  He  then 
told  the  ambaffador,  that  the  love  and  friendfliip  he 
entertained  for  his  majefty  were  fuch,  that  he  had 

evea 
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even  difpenfed  with  an  eftablilhed  cuAom  of  the  em-, 
pire  in  receiving  his  letter. 

During  this  part  of  the  ceremoriy>  which  was  not 
long,  the  retinue  continued  (landing  without  the  hallj 
and  we  imagined,  the  letter  being  delivered,  all  was 
over.  But  the  mailer  of  the  ceremonies  brought 
back  the  ambafTador  •,  and  then  ordered  all  the  com- 
pany to  kneel,  and  make  obcifance  nine  times  to  the 
emperor.  A,t  every  third  time  we  ftood  up,  and 
kneeled  again.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  avoid  this 
piece  of  homage,  but  without  fuccefs.  .  The  matter 
of  the  ceremonies  ftood  by,  and  delivered  his  orders 
in  the  Tartar  language,  by  pronouncing  the  words 
tnorgu  and  bofs  \  the  firft  meaning  to  bow,  and  the 
other  to  lland ;  two  words  which  I  cannot  foon  for- 
get. 

This  piece  of  formality  being  ended,  the  mafler 
of  the  ceremonies  conducted  the  ambaflador,  and 
the  fix  gentlemen  of  the  retinue,  with  one  interpreter, 
into  the  hall.  Our  clerks,  inferior  officers,  and  fer- 
vants,  remained  (lill  without  •,  together  with  many 
courtiers  and  officers  of  diftindtion.  We  were  feated 
on  our  own  cufliions,  in  a  row  upon  the  floor,  to  the 
right  of  the  throne,  about  fix  yards  diftance.  And 
immediately  behind  us  fat  three  miffionaries,  drefled 
in  Chinefe  habits,  who  conftantly  attend  the  court. 
On  this  occafion,  they  fervcd,  by  turns,  as  inter- 
preters. 

Soon  after  we  were  admitted,  the  emperor  called 
the  ambaflador  to  him,  and  talked  very  familiarly  on 
various  fubjefts.  Among  other  things,  he  told  him, 
that,  he  was  informed  his  Czarifh  majelty  expofed 
his  perfon  to  many  dangers,  particularly  by  water, 
at  which  he  was  much  furprilcd;  but  defired  he 
would  take  the  advice  of  an  old  man,  and  not  hazard 
his  life,  by  committing  himfelf  to  the  rage  of  the 
mercilefs  waves  and  winds,  where  no  valour  could 
avail.  W^  were  near  enough  to  hear  this  piece  of 
friendly  and  wholefome  advice. 

'•  '  This 
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This  convcrfation  being  finifhcd,  the  emperor  gave 
the  ambaflfador,  with  his  own  hand,  a  gold  cup  full 
of  warm  taraflTun  •,  a  fwcet  fermented  liquor,  made 
of  various  forts  of  grain,  as  pure  and  ftrong  as  Ca-  ' 
nary  wine,  of  a  difagrceable  Tmell,  though  not  un- 
pleafant  to  the  tafte.  This  cup  was  brought  about 
to  the  gentlemen  ;  and  all  of  us  drank  the  emperor's 
health ;  who  obferved  that  this  liquor  would  warm 
us  that  cold  morning.  His  majefty  alfo  found  many 
faults  with  our  drefs,  as  improper  for  a  cold  climate ; 
and,  I  muft  confefs,  I  thought  him  in  the  right. 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  throne  fat  five  princes,  fons 
to  the  emperor  j   together  with  all  the  miniftcrs  and 

frandees  of  the  court.  The  taraflTun,  however,  was 
anded  about  to  none  but  ourfelves,  and  the  Jefuits 
behind  us.  Eight  or  ten  of  the  emperor's  grandfons 
now  entered  the  hall.  They  were  very  handlbme, 
and  plainly  dreflfed ;  having  nothing  to  diitinguilh 
them  but  the  dragon  with  five  claws,  woven  into  their 
outer  garments,  and  a  yellow  tunic  of  fattin,  bearing 
the  fame  device,  with  little  caps  on  their  heads  faced 
with  lable.  After  them  came  the  muficians  carrying 
their  inftruments.  By  this  time  the  hall  was  pretty 
full  i  anil,  what  is  furprifing,  there  was  not  the  lealt 
noife,  hurry,  or  confufion.  Every  one  perfedtly 
knows  his  own  bufinefs  -,  and  the  thick  paper  foles  of 
the  Chinefe  boots  prevent  any  noife  from  their  walk- 
ing on  the  floor.  By  thele  means  every  thing  goes  on 
with  great  regularity  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  with  won- 
derful quicknefs.  In  fhort,  the  charaderillic  of  the 
court  of  Pekin  is  order  and  decency,  rather  than 
grandeur  and  magnificence. 

The  emperor  fat  crofs- legged  on  his  throne.  He 
was  dreflTed  in  a  fliort  loofe  coat  of  fable,  having  the 
fur  outward,  lined  with  lamb-fkin  ;  under  which  he 
wore  a  long  tunic  of  yellow  filk,  interwoven  with 
figures  of  golden  dragons  with  five  claws  -,  which  de- 
vice no  perfon  is  allowed  to  bear  except  the  imperial 
family.  On  his  head  was  a  little  round  cap,  faced 
7  with 
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with  black  fox-flcin  •,  on  the  tdp  of  which  I  obfeiTcd 
a  large  beautiful  pearl  in  the  (hape  of  a  pear,  which, 
togethet"  with  a  talTel  of  red  filk  tied  below  the  pearl, 
was  all  the  ornament  I  faw  about  this  mighty  monarch- 
The  throne  alfo  was  very  fimple,  being  made  of 
wood  i  but  of  neat  workmanfliip.  It  is  raifed  five 
ftcps  from  the  floor,  is  open  toward  the  company  j 
but  has  a  large  japanned  Icrecn  on  each  fide  to  defend 
it  from  the  wind. 

The  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  and  a  few  officers 
of  the  houlhold,  were  drefled  in  the  robes  of  ftate, 
of  gold  and  filver  ftufFs,  with  monftrous  dragons  on 
their  backs  and  breads.  Moft  of  the  minifters  of 
ftate  were  drefled  very  plain,  having  nothing  like 
ornaments  about  them  ;  a  few  only  had  large  rubies, 
fapphires,  and  emeralds.  As  for  diamonds,  the  Chi- 
nefe,  it  leems,  do  not  much  eftecm  them ;  for  few 
diamonds  are  found  in  China,  and  thefe  very  rudely 
cut  and  fhaped  i  and  fo,  indeed,  are  all  their  coloured 
ftones. 

It  was  now  about  noon ;  at  which  time  our  enter- 
tainment began  to  be  ferved  up.  There  were  firll 
brought  neat  little  tables,  covered  with  variety  of 
fruits  and  confections,  and  placed  before  all  the  com- 
pany. It  feems  to  be  the  fafhion  in  this  country  to 
bring  the  defert  firft ;  at  leail  that  was  the  cafe  at  all 
the  cntertaiment'  where  I  was  prefent.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  things,  the  behaviour  of  the  Chinefe  is 
quite  contrary  to  that  of  the  Europeans.  Soon  after 
the  fruits,  the  victuals  were  ferved  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  placed  on  fmall  tables  before  the  guefts. 
They  confifted  of  fowls,  mutton,  and  pork,  all  very 
good  of  their  kinds ;  and  the  whole  was  either  boiled 
or  ftewed  with  pickles,  but  nothing  roafl:cd.  The 
emperor  fent  fevcral  difhes  from  his  own  table  to  the 
ambaflfador,  particularly  fome  boiled  pheafants,  which 
were  very  agreeable. 

The  mufic  played  all  the  time  of  dinner.  The 
chief  inftruments  were  flutes,  harps,   and  lutes,  all 
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tuned  to  the  Chinefc  tafte.  There  was  allb  fomc  vo- 
cal mufic ;  an  old  Tartar,  in  particular,  ibng  a  war- 
like fong,  to  which  he  beat  time,  by  ilriking,  with 
two  ivory  rods,  upon  a  chime  of  little  bells  that  hung 
before  him.  A  young  Tartar  fur.g  a  call  to  war,  ' 
dancing  at  the  fame  time,  and  keeping  time  by  draw- 
ing the  head  of  an  arrow  acrofs  his  ihield.  Then 
entered  two  little  girls,  who  danced  and  funor  while 
the  inllruments  played.  After  them  came  tumblers 
who  performed  various  feats  of  activity  in  the  court 
before  the  hall.  Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  wreftlers, 
fencers,  and  other  performers  of  the  fame  fpecies. 
The  emperor  fent  frequently  to  the  ambaflador,  to 
afk  how  he  liked  the  mufic,  dancing,  and  other  enter- 
tainments. He  alfo  enquired  about  feveral  princes 
and  dates  of  Europe,  with  whofe  power,  by  lea  and 
land,  he  was  not  unacquainted.  But  above  all,  he 
wondered  how  the  kingdom  of  Sweden  could  hold 
out  fo  long  againft  fo  great  a  power  as  that  of  Ruffia. 
After  this  converfation,  the  emperor  informed  the 
ambafladm-  that  he  would  foon  fend  for  him  again  ; 
but,  as  the  night  was  cold,  he  would  detain  him  no 
longer  at  prefent,  and  immediately  ftept  from  his 
throne,  and  returned  to  his  private  apartments  by 
the  fame  paflage  he  left  them.  We  alfo  mounted, 
and  repaired  to  ouf  lodgings  in  the  city,  fo  well  fatis- 
fied  with  the  gracious  and  friendly  reception  of  the 
emperor,  that  all  our  former  hardlhips  were  almofl 
forgot. 

The  29th,  the  Mandarin  Tulifhin  came  to  our 
lodgings,  with  two  clerks,  and  took  a  lift  of  the  pre- 
fents  fent  by  the  Czar  to  the  emperor.  Thefe  con- 
fifted  of  various  rich  furs,  clocks,  repeating  watches 
fet  in  diamonds,  mirrors ;  and  the  battle  of  Poltawa, 
nicely  turned  in  ivory,  done  by  his  Czarilh  majefty's 
own  hands,  and  fet  in  a  curious  frame.  The  ambaf- 
fador,  at  the  fame  time,  delivered  to  the  Mandarin, 
as  a  prefent  from  himfelf  to  the  emperor,  feveral  toys 
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of  value,  a  fine  managed  horfc,  fome  grey- hounds 
and  large  buckhounds. 

Every  thing  was  entered  in  a  book,  very  exajflly, 
even  the  names  and  qualities  of  each  particular  dog; 
there  was  alio  tied  about  the  neck  of  each  dog,  a 
yellow  filk  cord,  drawn  through  a  hole  in  a  little  bit 
of  wood,  which  hung  from  the  dog^s  neck,  as  a 
mark  of  his  belonging  to  the  court.  The  Chinefe, 
in  general,  are  very  fond  of  little  harlequin  dogs  that 
play  monkey  tricks.  A  fervant  of  ours  had  one  of 
that  kind,  which  he  fold  for  an  hundred  ounces  of 
filver. 

The  fame  day,  all  the  fruits  and  confections  of  the 
entertainment  given  at  the  audience,^ which  remained, 
were  fent  to  the  ambaflador's  lodgings.  They  were 
carried  in  great  ftate  through  the  ftreets,  covered 
with  yellow  filk ;  and  an  officer  of  the  court  walked 
before  the  proceffion. 

Next  day,  the  emperor  lent  to  our  lodgings  feveral 
large  diihes  of  maffive  gold,  containing  a  kind  of 
delicate  fi(h  called  Mu,  already  drefTed  ',  but  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  I  did  know  to  what  to  compare  it. 
Alfo  fome  bowls  filled  with  excellent  vermicelli ;  and 
a  fort  of  paftry-pufFs,  baked  over  the  fteam  of  boil- 
ing water,  exceeding,  in  whitenefs,  any  thing  of  that 
kind  I  ever  faw.  All  thefe  things  were  fent  from  his 
majefty's  own  table  *,  an  honour  which  he  grants  but 
feldom.  It  feems  he  was  refolved  we  fhould  have 
provifions  in  abundance ;  for  befide  all  thefe,  we  re- 
ceived our  daily  allowance,  in  which  we  were  by  no 
means  ftinted. 

After  dinner,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  ac- 
companied with  the  captain  of  the  eunuchs,  and 
three  Jefuits,  came  to  vifit  the  ambaflador.  This 
eunuch  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  emperor,  on  ac- 
count of  the  knowlege  he  had  acquired  in  mathema- 
tics and  mechanics.  He  made  the  ambaflador  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  fmall  enamelled  gold  watch,  and  a  wind- 
gun. 
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g'ln,  both  of  his  own  making.  The  emperor  him- 
lelF  is  a  grcar  lover  of  the  arts,  fo  fiir,  that,  whot-ver 
diftinguilhes  himfclf  in  any  ufeful  branch  of  them, 
is  fure  to  mt'et  with  proper  encouragement.  The 
eunuch  alfo  made  a  prefcnt  to  the  ambafTiidor  of  a 
ftcel  to  ftrike  fire,  and  then  defired  to  fee  the  pre- 
fents;  which  was  granted.  At  taking  leave,  Aloy 
told  the  ambaflador,  that  the  emperor  intended  to 
give  him  a  Cliinefe  drefs,  which  was  more  convenient 
and  warmer  than  the  European. 

December  the  firft,  Merin-Sanguin,  a  general  of- 
ficer, and  brother  to  the  firft  minifter  of  (tare,  came 
to  vifit  the  ambaflador.  Notwithftanding  the  hiorh 
rank  of  this  military  gentleman,  he  had  no  fword 
a!)out  him  •,  for,  at  Pekin,  no  perfon,  not  even  offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  except  when  on  duty,  wears  a 
fword,  or  any  other  weapon  in  the  city. 

The  day  following,  the  ambaflador  had  a  fecond 
audience  of  the  emperor,  at  the  fame  palace.  On 
this  occafion  the  Czar's  prefents  were  carried  to  court, 
by  a  number  of  people  fent  for  that  purpofe.  The 
emperor  viewed  them  all  at  a  diftance ;  after  which 
they  were  delivered  to  an  officer  appointed  by  his 
majefty  to  receive  them*  This  audience  was  held  in 
a  private  hall  within  the  inner  court,  where  only  the 
officers  of  the  houlhold,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
retinue,  were  prefent.  We  were  entertained  in  the 
iame  mar.  ler  as  before.  The  emperor  converfed 
very  familiarly  with  the  ambaflador,  on  various 
fubjeds ;  and  talked  of  peace  and  war  in  particular, 
in  the  iViIc  of  a  philofopher.  In  the  evening,  we 
returned  to  tlie  city,  in  a  cold  north  wind,  which 
blew  the  dud  about  in  clouds.  Scarcely  had  we 
arrived,  when  the  fruits  and  confections,  according 
to  cuftom,  were  fent  to  our  lodgings. 

1  his  evening,  one  of  the  emperor's  grandfons  came 
to  vifu  the  ambaflador.  He  was  a  gentetri  youth, 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  had  not  above  half 
a  dozen  of  ai't-c,ndants. 
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The  5th,  the  airibafTaclor  had  a  third  audience  of 
the  emperor,  in  the  pahee  at  IVkin.  As  Ibme  atiuirs 
relating  to  the  two  empires  were  to  be  difcuffeci,  the 
fecretary  only,  M.  de  I.ange,  accompanied  the  am- 
bafTador.  After  he  was  introduced,  the  emperor  told 
him,  he  had  given  orders  tJ  the  tribunal  for  wellcrn 
affairs  to  hear  the  fubjecl  of  his  conimilFion  •,  and 
then  retired  to  his  own  aparcnicnrs,  leaving  his  mini- 
fters  to  tranfad  the  bufinefs  •,  v/hich  was  foon  finiflied 
on  this  occafion  •,  and  the  ambaflador  returned  to  his 
lodgings. 

The  7 til,  we  dined  at  the  al'.'ggada*s,  where  wc 
were  magnificently  entertained.  There  was  no  other 
company  but  ourfclves,  and  vv^e  (laid  the  whole  day. 
This  was  the  mod  elegant  and  complcat  entertain- 
ment of  any  I  faw  in  China. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  niorning,  chairs  were  fent 
for  the  ambalfador  and  gentlemen  of  the  retinue, 
and  horfes  for  the  fervants,  though  the  prime  minifter's 
houfe  was  very  near  our  lodgings.  The  chah's  were 
carried  through  iv/o  courts,  ^nd  fet  down  at  the  en- 
try into  a  hall,  where  the  aleggada  waited  to  receive 
the  ambaflador.  After  entering  the  hall,  wc  were 
feated  on  neat  cane  chairs,  with  japanned  frame?,  in- 
laid with  mother  of  pearl.  The  aparcn^.ent  itfelf  was 
very  fimple,  open  to  the  fouth,  and  the  roof  Tup  port- 
ed, on  that  fide,  by  a  row  of  well  turned  wooden 
pillars.  It  had  no  ceiling-,  but  the  rafters  appeared 
finely  polilhed,  and  pcrfeclly  clean.  The  Boor  was 
paved  with  a  chequer- work  of  wli'te  and  black 
marble  i  and  in  the  m':dd!e  of  it  Rood  a  larj^e  brals 
chafing-difli,  in  fhape*  of  an  urn,  full  of  cliurcoal. 
At  the  entry  were  placed  two  large  China  ciilerns, 
filled  with  pure  water,  in  which  played  fome  fcores 
of  fmall  filh,  catching  -M  crumbs  of  bredd  thrown 
into  the  water.  Thele  fidi  are  about  tlie  fize  of  a 
minnow,  but  of  a  differen:  fliape,  and  beautifully 
varjed  with  red,  white,  and  yelkiw  fpots ;  and  there- 
fore called  the  }:^old  and  fiiver  fifli.     1  had  about  20 
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of  them  ftanding  in  a  window  ac  my  lodgings :  in 
a  morning,  aficra  frofty  night,  I  fo  1  d  all  the  water 
frozen,  mod  of  the  firfi  (lifF,  and  llcmingly  dead  •, 
but,  on  putting  them  into  cold  fredi  water,  they  all 
recovered,  except  two  or  three.  After  this  entertain- 
ment the  aleggada  carried  us  firft  to  (vi:  his  dogs,  of 
which  he  had  great  variety.  I  formerly  obfcrved 
that  this  gentleman  was  a  great  fportl'man.  He  took 
greater  pleafure  in  talking  of  hounds  than  politics  •, 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  he  had  the  cliaraitcr  of  a 
very  able  minifter,  and  an  hontlt  man. 

We  were  now  conduced  through  all  the  different 
apartments  of  his  houfe,  excepting  only  thofe  of  the 
ladies,  to  which  none  have  acce(s  but  himfclf,  and 
the  eunuchs  who  attend  them.  We  faw  a  noble  col- 
leflion  of  many  curiofities,  both  natural  and  artificial; 
particularly  a  la  ge  quantity  oF  old  porcelain  or  Chi- 
na-ware, made  in  China  anJ  Japan  i  and,  at  prefent, 
to  be  found  only  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 
They  confiftcd  chiefly  of  a  great  number  of  jars  of 
different  fizes.  He  took  much  pleafure  in  telling 
when  and  where  they  were  manufadlured  -,  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  remember,  many  of  rhem  were  above  2000 
years  old.  He  added,  that,  both  in  China  and  Ja- 
pan, they  had  loft  the  arc  of  making  porcelain  in 
that  perfedlion  they  did  in  former  times ;  and  the 
fault,  in  his  opinion,  lay  in  the  preparation  of  the 
materials.  Thefe  curiofitics  were  piled  up  on  Ihelves 
to  the  very  roof  of  the  houfe,  and  in  fuch  order  and 
fymmetry  as  had  a  pretty  elfed. 
.  From  the  houfe  we  went  into  a  little  garden,  en- 
clofed  with  a  high  brick  wall.  In  the  middle  of  it 
Itood  a  fmall  bafon,  full  of  water,  furrounded  with 
feveral  old  crooked  trees  and  flirubs ;  among  which  I 
faw  that  which  produces  the  famous  tea.  The  climate 
about  Pckin  being  too  cold  for  this  flirub,  there  are 
only  a  few  bufhes  of  it  to  be  found  in  the  gardens  of 
the  curious.  I  (hall  not  at  prefent  enlarge  on  this 
ufcful  plant,  which  appeared  like  a  currantbufli,  as 
vo.,..^  ,  ...  Kk  3     -   ^'^  an 
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an  opportunity  will  occur  of  giving  a  fuller  account 
of  it  before  1  leave  this  place.  1  here  was  a  wall^ 
round  the  garden,  which,  together  with  that  in  the 
middle,  was  covered  with  miall  gravel.  At  each 
end  of  the  middle- walk  was  a  piece  of  artificial  rock- 
work,  with  water  running  under  it,  through  holes 
fo  natural,  they  looked  as  if  made  by  the  current 
of  the  llream.  The  rocks  were  about  feven  feet  high, 
and  fhaded  with  fome  old  bended  trees.  This  gar- 
den, and  many  other  things  in  China,  difplay  the 
tafte  of  the  inhabitants  for  imitating  nature. 

From  the  garden  we  were  called  to  dinner,  where 
we  found  a  plentiful  and  elegant  entertainment,  fet 
out  in  the  fineft  order,  far  exceeding  any  thing  of 
that  kind  we  had  feen  before.  We  had  rio  mufic  nor 
dancing,  and  the  whole  was  conduced  with  furprifing 
decency  and  regularity.  The  entertainment  lafted 
about  two  hours,  after  which  we  retiirncd  to  our 
lodgings. 

This  day,  our  gates  were  opened  to  people  of  all 
charadters,  and  merchants  and  others  allowed  to  go 
in  and  out  at  pleafure.  Though  all  communication 
was  not  prohibited  before  this  time ;  it  was,  how- 
ever, difficult,  and  not  to  be  obtained  without  the 
permiflion  of  the  proper  officer. 

The  8th,  we  dined  at  the  fouth  convent,  where 
the  Italian  miffionaries  generally  rcfide.  Here  all 
the  Jefuits  ip  the  place,  to  the  number  of  ten  or 
twelve,  were  afiembled.  We  met  with  a  friendly 
reception,  and  a  moft  fplendid  entertainment. 

After  dinner,  we  v^ere  conduced  to  the  emperor's 
lt<ibles,  where  the  elephants  are  kept.  The  keeper 
niked  the  ambaflador  to  walk  into  his  apartments, 
till  they  were  equipped ;  then  we  went  into  the  court, 
^nd  faw  thefe  huge  animals  richly  caparifoned  in  gold 
^nd  filver  ftufFs.  E^ch  had  a  rider  on  hjs  back,  who 
field  in  their  hands  fmall  battle-axes,  with  a  fliarp 
pijce  at  one  end,  to  drive  and  guide  them.  We  flood 
fijjout  an   hoijr  admiring  thcle  fagacipus  animals : 
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fome  of  them  were  very  large,  who,  palTing  before 
lis  at  equal  diftances,  returned  again  behind  the 
llables  i  and  lb  on  round  and  round,  till  there  feemed 
to  be  no  end  of  the  procelTion.  The  ploc,  however, 
was  at  lad  difcovered,  by  the  features  and  drcfs  of 
the  riders  ;  and  the  chief  keeper  told  us  there  were 
only  fixty  of  them.  The  climate  about  Pckin  is  too 
cold  for  them  to  breed  j  and  all  thefe  wjrt;  brought 
from  warmer  countries.  The  emperor  keeps  them 
only  for  fliew,  and  makes  no  ufe  of  them,  at  leail 
in  thefe  northern  parts.  Some  of  them  were  brought 
near  to  the  place  where  we  fat,  and  made  obeifince 
to  us,  by  kneeling  and  making  a  dreadful  noife-, 
others  fucked  up  water  from  veflels,  and  fpouted  it 
through  their  trunks  among  the  mob,  or  wherever 
the  rider  directed.  The  fagacity  of  thefe  animals  is 
moft  furprifing,  and  approaches  fo  near  to  reafon, 
that,  in  this  refpefb,  they  furpafs  all  the  brute  crea- 
tion. After  this  fhew,  we  took  leave  of  the  Jefuits, 
who  had  accompanied  us  hither,  and  returned  to  our 
lodgings. 

Next  day,  all  the  gentlemen  dined  at  the  palace  of 
the  emperor's  ninth  fon,  in  confequence  of  an  invi- 
tation from  his  chief  eunuch,  who  is  a  gre.\t  friend 
to  the  RuIIia-houfe.  As  the  invitation  was  not  from 
the  prince,  the  ambaffador  would  not  accept  of  it. 
Our  entertainment  was  very  magnificent,  and  accom- 
panied with  mufic,  dancing,  and  a  kind  of  comedy, 
which  lafted  moft  part  of  the  day.  The  comedians 
were  of  bath  fexes  i  if  the  women's  parts  were  not 
performed  by  boys  dreffed  like  a^trefTcs.  As  the 
play  was  in  the  Chinefe  language,  I  could  underlland 
nothing  of  it,  except  from  the  adlion  of  the  perfor- 
mers. It  feemed  to  be  a  parcel  of  detached  diflimilar 
interludes,  without  any  principal  end,  or  unity  of 
defign.  I  fhall,  therefore,  only  mention  one  fcene, 
which  appeared  to  me  the  moft  extraordinary.  Th?re 
entered  on  the  ftage  feven  warriors,  all  in  armour, 
with  different  weapons  in  their  hands,  and  terrible 
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vizirds  on  their  faces.  After  they  had  taken  a  few 
tiirns  about  the  ftage,  and  furveycd  each  other's  ar- 
mour, they,  at  ]a(t,  fell  a  quarrelling ;  and,  in  i\v^ 
encounter,  one  of  the  heroes  was  flain.  Then  an 
aiigel  defcendcd  from  the  clouds,  in  a  flafli  of  light- 
ning, wiih  a  monllrous  fvvord  in  his  hand,  and  loon 
parted  the  combatants,  by  driving  them  all  off  the 
ftige;  which  done,  he  aicended  in  the  fame  manner 
he  came  down,  in  a  cloud  of  fire  and  fmoke.  This 
fc;;nt:  was  fuccecded  by  feveral  comical  farces,  which 
to  me  fcemed  very  diverting,  though  in  a  language  I 
did  not  underftand.  The  lall  character  that  appeared 
on  the  Rage'  was  a  European  Gentleman,  compleatly 
dreflld,  having  all  his  cloaths  bedaubed  with  gold 
and  filver  lace.  He  pulled  off  his  hat,  and  made  a 
profound  reverence  to  all  that  paffed  him.  1  fliall 
leave  it  to  any  one  to  imagine,  what  an  aukward 
figure  a  Chinefe  mufb  make  in  this  ridiculous  habit. 
1  his  fccnc  was  interrupted,  and  the  performers  dif- 
miffcd  by  the  mailer  of  the  fcall:,  from  a  lufpicion 
that  his  guefts  might  take  offence.  The  play  being 
fjnilhed,  we  were  entertained  with  jugglers,  who  ex- 
hibited a  variety  of  legerdemain  tricks  with  great 
dexterity. 

The  banquet  was  prolonged  the  whole  day,  ex- 
cepting the  lime  fpcnt  in  thefe  interludes.  No 
iooner  was  one  courle  carried  off,  than  another  was 
ir.ftandy  placed  upon  the  tables  -,  and  the  whole  con- 
cluded with  defftrts  of  iVuits  and  fweetmeats.  One 
would  fcarcely  have  imagined,  that  luxury  had  made 
luch  Drogrefs  amongj  the  fober  and  induftrious  Chi- 
nefe.  It  iiuilt,  indeed,  be  obferved,  that  there  is  al- 
moil:  no  ch-inking  at  their  entertainments,  as  they 
ui'e  no  liquor  on  thefe  occafions,  but  tea,  and,  now 
and  then,  a  dram  of  hot  arrack.  The  Chinefe 
handle  the  two  ivory  or  wooden  pins,  which  they  ufe 
inllcad  of  fork^;,  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  they  can 
even  take  up  needles  with  them.  In  place  of  nap- 
kins 
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kins  they  fometlmes  employ  a  few  Iquare  pieces  of 
paper. 

The  day  following,  the  ambaflador  had  a  fourth 
audience  of  the  emperor,  at  the  palace  in  the  city. 
This  interview  was  alfo  private,  and  the  ambaiTador 
was  attended  only  by  his  fecretary.  The  emperor 
repeated  the  alTurances  of  his  fiicndlhip  for  his 
Czarifh  majefty,  talked  ftrongly  on  t!ic  vanity  and 
uncertainty  of  all  human  alTlurs ;  adding,  that  he  was 
now  an  old  man,  and,  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  could 
not  live  long,  and  defired  to  die  in  peace  wiih  God 
and  all  mankind.  At  taking  leave,  each  of  them 
was  prefented  with  a  compleat  Chinefc  fuit  of  cloaths, 
made  of  ftrong  filk,  interwoven  with  dragons  claws, 
and  lined  with  fable. 

The  i2th,  we  dined  at  the  French  or  weftern con- 
vent, where  we  again  found  all  the  mifTionaries.  The 
chapel,  and  other  cdiBces,  are  handfome-,  but  not 
fo  grand  as  the  Italian  convent.  Father  Paranim  is 
prefident  of  this  convent :  he  is  a  man  of  parts  and 
addrefs,  and  in  great  favour  with  the  emperor.  I 
was  informed  this  entertainment  was  given  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  court,  and  had  fome  reafon  to  believe 
it  was  fo,  as  it  far  exceeded  what  might  reafonably  be 
expelled  from  the  Jefuits.  The  emperor's  band  of 
mufic  played  all  the  time  of  dinner;  after  which  we 
had  jugglers  and  tumblers  of  great  activity. 

Among  the  many  feats  and  tricks  performed  by 
thefe  people,  I  Ihali  only  mention  two  or  three, 
which  feemed  mod  uncommon.  The  roof  of  the 
room  where  we  fat,  was  fupported  by  wooden  pillars. 
The  juggler  took  a  gimlet,  with  which  he  bored  one 
of  the  pillars,  and  afl<ed,  whether  we  chofe  red  or 
white  wine  r  the  queftion  being  anfwered,  he  pulKd 
out  the  gimlet,  and  put  a  quill  in  the  hole,  through 
which  ran,  as  from  a  calk,  the  wine  demanded. 
After  the  fame  manner  he  extradled  feveral  forts  of 
liquors,  all  which  I  had  the  curiolity  to  tafte,  and 
found  them  good  of  their  kinds.     Another  of  thefe 

-  ■    .        experc 
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expert  youths  took  three  long  (harp-pointed  knives, 
and,  throwing  them  up  by  turns,  kept  one  always 
in  each  hand,  and  the  third  in  the  air.     This  he  con- 
tinued to  perform  for  a  confiderable  time,  catching 
conftantly  the  falling  knife  by  the  handle,   without 
ever  allowing  it  to  touch  the  floor.    The  knives  were 
exceeding  (harp,  fo  that,  had  he  mi(red  laying  hold 
of  the  handles,  he  mu(t  infallibly  have  loft  fome  of 
his  fingers.     The  fame  perfon  took  a  wooden  ball, 
fomewhat  lefs  than  thofe  commonly  ufed  in  bowling- 
greens,  with  a  hole  through  the  middle  of  it,  and  ^ 
rod,  two  feet  long,  about  the  fize  of  a  walking-ftaff, 
pointed  at  the  extremity,  to  fit  the  hole  in  the  ball. 
He  then  toflfed  the  ball   above  a  yard  high,   and 
caught  it  a^ain  upon  the  point  of  the  rod,  not  in 
the  hole  of  the  ball,  but  wherever  it  happened  to 
meet  the  point :  and,  in  this  manner,  he  continued 
to  throw  up  and  catch  the  ball  for  a  confiderable 
tim?.     He  now  placed  the  ball  upon  the  point  of 
the  rod,  taking  no  notice,  of  the  hole,  and  twirled 
it  round  like  a  top,    fo  quickly,  that  the  motion 
could  not  be  obferved.     This  feemed  extreamly  dex- 
terous V  for,  all  the  while,  he  played  with  the  ball  in 
appearance,  and,  when  the  motion  began  to  (lacken, 
gave  it  a  frelh  twirl  with  his  hand,  as  if  the  rod  and 
ball  had  been  fadened  to  each  other.     There  were 
placed  ereft,  upon  the  pavement  of  the  room,  two 
bambos,  which  are  a  kind  of  cane.     The  length  of 
them  Was  about  twenty-five  feet  •,  at  the  lower  end  ( 
reckon  them  to  be  near  five  inches  diameter,  and,  at 
the  top,  about  the  breadth  of  a  crown  piece.    They 
were  ftraight,  light,  and  fmooth  ;  and  each  fupport- 
cd  by  two  men.  Two  boys  then  climbed  up  the  poles 
without  the  leaf!  -affiftance  ',  and,  havir^  reached  the 
cop,  ftood  upright,  fometimes  on  one  ^ot  and  fome- 
'  times  OP.  the  other,  and  then  upon  their  heads.   This 
being  done,  they  laid  one  hand  on  the  top  of  the 
pole,  aiid  ftrctched  out  their  bodies  almoft  at  right 
angles  to  it.     In  this  poflure  they  continued  for  a 
'        , ,      .     •  ♦      .  confi- 
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confiderable  time,  and  even  fliifced  hands.  I  obFcrvcd 
that  much  depended  on  the  men  who  held  the  poles; 
bne  of  the  two  at  each  pole  having  it  fixed  to  hb 
girdle  -,  and  they  kept  a  fteady  eye  on  the  motions  of 
the  boys,  There  were  about  twenty  or  thirty  of  thefe 
performers,  who  all  belong  to  the  emperor,  and 
never  difplay  their  art  without  his  pcrmifllon.  I  am 
fully  perluaded,  that  ip  tricks  and  iea;s  of  dexterity, 
few  nations  can  equal,  and  none  excel,  the  Chinefe. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1 4th,  an  officer  came  from 
court,  defiring  the  ambaffador  to  wj^it  on  the  empc* 
ror  at  his  palace  of  Tzangfuang;  and  bring  his  mufi- 
cians  along  with  him.  'Ihefe  confifted  of  performers 
on  violins,  trumpets,  and  kettle-drums. 

Next  day,  we  arrived  at  the  palace,  about  ten  of 
the  clock  i  and  had  immediate  admittance  to  the  em- 
peror's private  apartments,  few  being  prefent  but  the 
officers  of  the  houlhold  and  father  Paranim.  After 
a  fhort  conference  the  mufic  was  ordered  to  play. 
There  were  in  the  room  ten  or  twelve  of  the  empe- 
ror's grandfons,  who  feemed  much  entertained  with 
the  inftruments.  I  afked  an  elderly  gentleman,  who 
flood  by  me,  how  he  liked  the  mufic  r  he  faid  it  was 
very  good,  but  their  own  was  better.  No  ladies 
were  to  be  feen  •,  though,  I  believe,  feveral  of  them 
were  behind  a  fcreen  at  the  other  end  of  the  room. 

The  mufic  being  over,  the  emperor  ordered  one 
of  the  princes  to  condud  the  ambaffador  into  the 
gardens  belonging  to  the  palace  •,  into  which  we  en- 
tered, along  a  drawr-bridgc,  over  a  canal  of  pure-  wa- 
ter. They  abounded  with  fhaded- walks,  arbours, 
and  fifti-ponds,  in  the  Chinefe  tafte.  The  young 
princes  entertained  themfelves  jjy  fhooting  with  bows 
and  arrows.  Some  of  them  displayed  great  dexte- 
rity, being  accuftomed  from  their  infancy  to  this 
exercife,  which  is  accounted  genteel  and  healthy ;  as 
the  drawing  of  the  bow  extends  and  ftrcngthens  the 
mufcles  both  of  the  breafts  and  arms.  One  of  the 
princes  fliewed  us  a  bow  and  arrows,  ufed  by  the 
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emperor  when  young  \  by  which  it  appeared  that  he 
had  been  a  perfon  oi  extraordinary  bodily  (lien^ih. 
After  we  had  furveyed  the  gardens  in  every  tjiiartcr, 
we  took  leave  of  the  princes,  and  returned  to  th'* 
city. 

This  day  arrived  in  ,Pekin  fignior  Mezzobarba, 
ambarilidot  from  his  hohnels  the  pope  to  the  tmpi  ror. 
This  gentlemen  was  a  cardinal,  and  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria. His  retinue  was  compofed  of  ecclcfiallics  oF 
different  orders,  and  a  few  fcrvants,  who  were  lodged 
in  the  Italian  convent.  They  came  from  Europe  to 
Macao  ".n  a  Portuguefc  fliip  j  from  thence  to  Canion  ; 
and  then,  by  land,  to  this  place.  The  delign  of  this 
embafly  was  to  enquire  into  the  difpures  and  mifun- 
derftanding,  that  had  lately  arifen  in  this  country, 
betwixt  the  Jefuits  and  the  Dominicans,  relating  lo 
certain  rites  annually  performed  by  the  Chinefe  Chrif- 
tians,  at  the  tombs  of  their  decealed  parents  or  other 
"relations.  The  emperor  himfelf  tried  to  make  the  par- 
ties compromife  matters  •,  but  finding  his  endeavours 
ineffedual,  he  left  them  to  agree  or  difpute  according 
to  their  pleafure.  At  any  rate,  it  mud  be  acknow- 
ledged an  inilance  of  uncommon  condefcenfion,  for 
an  heathen  emperor  to  intereft  himfelf  fo  much  in  the 
peace  of  a  Chriftian  church. 

The  17th,  I  fent  to  inform  the  caprain  of  the  Chi- 
nefe guard,  that  I  intended  to  take  a  turn  through 
the  city  •,  who  immediately  gave  orders  for  a  foldier 
to  attend  me.  When  we  paflfed  through  the  gate, 
the  clerk  marked  our  names  in  his  book,  and  dallied 
them  out  at  our  return.  I  went  into  feveral  fiiop?, 
where  were  fold  difiercnt  kinds  of  merchandile  ;  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  the  goldfmiths,  whofe  bufmefs  it  is 
to  exchange  gold  for  lilver,  or  filver  for  gold.  In 
thefe  lliops  are  found  vaft  quantities  of  thofc  valuable 
metals,  caft  into  bars  of  ditFerent  fizes,  and  piled  up 
one  upon  another ;  which  are  fold  only  by  weight,  as 
there  is  no  current  coin  in  this  country,  except  one 
fmall  round  piece  of  brafs,  with  a  fquare  hole  in  the 
middle,  through  which  may  be  run  a  llring,  for  the 
5  conve- 
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convenience  of  Ciirryingthem  to  market.  This  coin, 
called  Jwlli  by  the  Chinele,  is  about  tlic  value  of  one 
tenth  of  a  penny  Iterling.  With  one  of  tliem  a  man 
can  buy  a  difli  of  liot  tea,  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  or  a 
dram  of  brandy,  in  tlie  (Irccts  j  and  a  beggar  may 
dine  for  three  of  them.  There  are,  inieed,  few  beg- 
gars to  be  fjen  in  the  city  -,  but,  notwithftanding  the 
la'wour  and  indullry  of  the  inhabitants,  they  are  fo 
numerous,  that  it  is  hardly  pofTible  to  prevent  many 
from  being  reduced  to  the  utmoft  necelfjty.  There 
are  cooks  fiiops,  where  dogs  and  cats,  and  fuch  other 
creatures,  are  d'efled  tor  the  entertainment  of  thefe 
people.  Thcfe  coins  Iiave  Kamhi,  t!ie  name  of  the 
emperor,  on  the  one  fide  •,  and  the  words  Turn  Pao, 
or  r!ie  univerl'al  prince,  on  the  other. 

In  mofl;  of  the  (hops  I  found  both  men  and  women 
unveiled.  They  were  extreanily  complaifanr,  and 
gave  me  a  diOi  of  tea  in  every  fliop.  Thefe  people 
cxpofe  their  golJ  and  filver,  and  other  goods  of  va- 
lue, with  as  much  freedom  and  fecurity,  as  the  mer- 
chants do  in  London  or  Amflerdam.  > '. 

The  winter  here  lafls  only  two  months ;  but 
is  very  fliarp  and  piercing  while  the  wind  is  northerly. 
If  the  wind,  indeed,  is  foutherly,  the  air  is  mild  and 
pleafanr,  and  the  fi;y  clear.  The  Chint-fe  liave  a  me- 
thod of  keeping  themielves  warm  during  the  cold, 
by  (tovcs  made  in  the  walls  of  their  houfes. 

T!ie2  2d,  fatlver  Kepj-^gler  came  to  vifit  us.  This 
gentleman  had  been  long  in  China,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  tlie  language,  cufloms,  and  manners 
of  the  country.  In  talking  of  the  extent  of  Pekin, 
he  laid,  that  Nankin  is  at  leaft  three  times  as  large. 
At  this  rate.  Nankin  mud  be  one  of  the  largell  cities 
in  the  world.  He  added,  that  it  was  fomev.har  dimi- 
nifhed,  finee  tlie  court  had  left  that  place  to  refide  at 
Pekin.  Nankin  is  a  place  of  the  moil:  cxtenfive 
commerce,  and  contains  the  greateft  manufaftories, 
<>f  all  forts  of  filk  and  co-ton  Huffs  of  any  city  in 
the  co;:ntry;  bcfide  thofe  of  China-ware.     It  is  wp*- 
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tcred  by  a  fine  navigable  river,  on  which  are  employ- 
ed  an  incredible  number  of  boats,  in  carrying  mer- 
chandife  and  palTengers. 

The  emperor  fent  father  Fridelli,  accompahied  by 
feveral  Mandarins,  with  a  prefent  to  his  Czarilh  ma- 
jefty,  of  fix  large  boxes  of  tiles,  made  of  China- 
'  ware,  fit  for  fuch  ftoves  as  are  ufcd  in  Ruffia  for 
warnning  rpoms.  They  were  very  pretty,  blue  and 
white  *,  ^nd,  with  due  care,  may  laft  for  ages. 

January  ift,  1721,  the  emperor's  general  df  the 
artillery,  together  with  father  Fridelli,  and  a  gentle- 
man calljed  Stadlin,  an  old  German,  and  a  watch- 
niaker,  dined  at  the  ambaflador's.  He  was,  by  birth, 
^  Tartar  •,  and,  by  his  converfation,  it  appeared  he 
was  by  no  means  ignorant  of  his  profeflion,  particu- 
larly with  refpe6t  to  the  various  compofitions  of  gun- 
powder ufed  in  artificial  fire-works.  I  alked  him, 
Aow  long  the  Chinefe  had  known  the  ufe  of  gun- 
powder ?  He  replied,  above  two  thoufand  years,  in 
fire-works,  according  to  their  records ;  but  that  its 
application  to  the  purpofes  of  war,  was  only  a  late 
introdu6tion.  As  the  veracity  and  candour  of  this 
gentleman  were  well  known,  there  was  no  room  to 
queftion  the  truth  of  what  he  advanced  on  this  iub- 
je£t. 

The  converfation  then  turned  on  printing.  He 
faid,  he  could  not  then  afcertain,  precifely,  the  anti- 
quity of  this  invention  *,  but,  was  abfolutely  certain, 
Jt  was  much  more  antient  than  that  of  gun-powder. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Chinefe  print  with 
(lamps,  in  the  manner  that  cards  are  made  in  Europe. 
Indeed,  the  connection  between  damping  and  print- 
ing is  fo  clofe  and  obvious,  that  it  is  furprifing  the 
ingenious  Greeks  and  Romans,  fo  famous  for  their 
medals,  never  difcovered  the  art  of  printing. 

On  this  occafion,  father  Fridelli  told  me,  that 
feveral  of  the  miflionaries,  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  in  favour  with  the  emperor,  had  often 
folicited  that  prince  to  become  Chrillian,  and  al- 
4  low 
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low  himfelf  to  be,  baptifed ;  but  he  always  excufed 
himfclf,  'c/  faying,  he  worfhipped  the  fame  God  with 
the  Chriftians ;  and  that  fuch  a  change  of  religion 
might  occafion  fome  difturbance  in  the  empire,  which 
by  all  means  he  would  endeavour  to  prevent.  How- 
ever this  be,  it  is  certain,  that,  on  Chriftmas-day,  he 
fent  one  of  his  chief  eunuchs  to  the  Italian  convent, 
with  orders,  that  prayers  (hould  be  offered  for  him  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  eunuch  re- 
mained in  church  all  the  time  of  divine  fervice. 

Next  day,  the  ambaffador  had  another  private 
audience  of  the  emperor,  at  the  palace  of  Tzan-lhu- 
yang.  The  weather  being  very  cold,  the  hall  was 
warmed  with  feveral  large  chafing-difhes,  filled  with 
charcoal.  We  (laid  above  two  hours  *,  during  which 
time  his  majefty  talked  very  familiarly  on  various  fub- 
jedts,  particularly  on  hiftory  -,  wherein  he  difcovered 
himfelf  well  acquainted  with  that  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  as  well  as  of  his  own  country.  He  faid,  that 
the  chronology  of  the  Chinefe  was  far  more  antient 
than  that  of  the  holy  fcriptures ;  but  obferved,  that 
it  ended  back  in  fabulous  accounts,  concerning  which 
nothing  certain  could  be  determined.  As  to  Noah's 
fiood,  he  affirmed,  that,  at  or  near  the  fame  time, 
there  was  a  great  deluge  in  China,  which  deftroyed 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  plains ;  but  that  fuch  as 
efcapcd  to  the  mountains  were  faved. 

He  then  difcourfed  of  the  invention  of  the  load- 
ftone,  which,  he  faid,  was  known  in  China  above 
two  thoufand  years  ago  j  for,  it  appeared  from  their 
records,  that  a  certain  ambaffador,  from  fome  dlf- 
tant  ifland,  to  the  court  of  China,  miffing  his  courfc 
in  a  ftorm,  was  caft  on  the  Chinefe  coaft  in  the  ut- 
mofl  diftrefs.  The  then  emperor,  whofe  name  I 
have  forgot,  after  entertaining  him  hofpitably,  fent 
him  back  to  his  own  country :  and,  to  prevent  the 
like  misfortunes,  in  his  voyage  homeward,  gave  him, 
a  compafs  to  dire^  his  courfe. 

The 
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The  emperor  alfo  confirmed  mod  of  the  particu- 
lars, mentioned  above,  concerning  printing  and  gun- 
powder. It  is  from  the  holy  fcriptilres,  moft  part  of 
which  have  been  tranflated  by  the  mifllonaries,  that 
the  learned  men,  in  China,  have  acquired  any  know- 
lege  of  the  wcftern  antient  hiftory.  And  their  own 
records,  they  fay,  contain  accounts  of  tranfadlions  of 
much  greater  antiquity.  At  taking  leave,  the  em- 
peror told  the  ambaflfador  that  he  liked  his  converfa- 
tion.  He  defired  to  be  excufed  for  fending  for  him 
in  fuch  cold  weather,  and  fmiling,  faid,  he  knew 
the  Ruflians  Vvcre  not  afraid  of  cold. 

I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  the  good  nature 
ahd  affability  of  this  antient  monarch,  on  all  occa- 
fions.  Though  he  was  now  near  the  feventieth  year 
of  his  age,  and  fixtieth  of  his  reign,  he  ftill  retained 
a  found  judgment,  and  fenfes  entire;  and,  tome, 
feemed  more  fprightly  than  many  of  the  princes  his 

fon?.        '.""..  'i  "'  •""-■■: 

;;  The  4th,'T'"f6de  from  our  lodgings  throitgh  the 
cfty,  and  went  out  at  the  north  gate,  at  which  we 
entered  on  our  arrival  at  Pekin.  I  proceeded  eaft- 
ward  to  the  end  ot'  the  north  wall,  and  then  along  the 
ead  wall  to  the  ibuth  gate,  at  which  I  entered,  and 
returned  to  my  lodgings.  This  tour  took  me  up 
about  two  hours  and  a  half,  at  a  pretty  round  trot ; 
;ind,  at  the  fame  rate,  I  reckon  1  could  have  rode 
quite  round  the  city  in  lefs  than  five  hours:  whence 
a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  circumference  of 
the  walls.  The  fuburb-s  are  very  extenfive,  efpecially 
to  the  eaft  and  fouth,  and,  being  interfperfed  with 
many  burying-places,  all  inclofed  with  brick-walls, 
and  planted  with  cyprefs  and  other  ever- greens,  con- 
tribute much  to  beautify  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
great  city.  The  Chinefe  are  extreamly  attentive  to 
the  fencing  and  ornamenting  thefe  groves,  or  bury- 
ing places  i  a  natural  confequence  of  their  uncom- 
mon rclptd  for  their  parents  and  relations  while  liv- 
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Ing,  and  of  their  extraorJinary  veneration  for  them 
when  dead.  Annually,  on  certain  days,  they  refort 
to  thefe  groves,  carrying  provifions  along  with  them, 
and  celebrate  a  kind  ot  tcaft,  in  commemoration  of 
their  deceafed  relations. 

I  Ihall  give  an  example  of  the  filial  duty  of  the 
Chinefe,  in  a  florv  1  have  often  heard  aflirmed  for 
true.  A  youth,  finding  his  parenti:  reduced  to  ex- 
tream  poverty,  and  knowing  of  no  means  for  their 
relief,  went  and  fold  himfelf  as  a  flave  -,  and,  having 
deceived  the  price  from  his  mafter,  immediately 
brought  it  to  his  aged  parents.  When  this  was  fpent, 
the  boy  had  no  other  refource  than  to  run  away  from 
his  matter  and  fell  himfelf  again  to  another  j  and 
this  he  pradifcd  for  feveral  times,  with  the  fame 
view,  although  he  knew  the  fe verity  of  the  law  in 
fucK  cafes. 

The  6th,  while  walking  through  the  (Ireet,  I  ob- 
ferved  an  old  beggar  picking  vermin  from  his  tattered 
eloaths.  arid  putting  them  into  his  mouth  j  a  practice, 
which,  it  feems,  is  very  common  among  this  clafs  of 
people.  When  a  Chinefe  and  Tartar  are  angry  at 
one  another,  the  Tartar,  in  reproach,  calls  the  Chi- 
nefe loufe-eater ;  and  the  latter,  in  return,  calls  the 
other  filh-fkin  coat :  b;:caufe  the  Mantzur  Tartars, 
who  live -near  the  river  Amoor,  fubfift  by  fifhing, 
and,  in  fummer,  wear  coats  made  of  fkins  of  filS. 
But  this  habit  is  ufed  only  in  fummer  j  for,  in  winter, 
they  wear  furs. 

The  7th,  the  emperor  fent  us  a  prefent  of  various 
forts  of  fine  fruits,  particularly  fome  excellent  oranges. 
On  this  occafion,  father  Fridelli  told  me,  thatthe 
tree  was  dill  (landing  at  Canton,  from  which  the  feed 
was  taken  that  the  mifiionarics  firft  fent  to  Portugal, 
where  it  has  profpered  fo  wonderfully  ;  and,  from 
the  place  whence  it  was  brought,  bears  the  name  of 
the  China-orange.  ,  I  doubt  not,  that,  with  due  care, 
fome  others  of  the  rare  fruits  and  plants  in  this  coun- 
try, even  tea  itfelti  might  b;;  propagated  in  Europe, 
pr  in  fome  of  the  American   colonics.  .  1  cannot  icl} 
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whether  the  coffee-tree  is  to  be  found  in  China ;  but 
am  certain,  that  none  of  its  feeds  are  prepared  and 
drunk  there,  as  among  the  Perfians,  Turks,  and  Eu- 
.  ropeans. 

Secretary  Lange  and  I  rode  through  the  ftreets  to 
the  caftern  convent,  to  vifit  our  fric^nd  Fridelli.  As 
we  pafTed,  we  obferved  a  juggler  diverting  a  croud. 
On  our  coming  near,  he  played  feveral  tricks  with 
great  dexterity.  He  took  an  handful  of  fmall  pence, 
formerly  mentioned,  with  holes  in  the  middle  of  them, 
and  laid  them  on  a  table  :  he  then  thruft  them  into 
his  noftril,  one  by  one,  with  his  finger  •,  and  this  he 
continued  to  perform  till  the  whole  was  exhaufted. 
After  this,  he  fufpended  an  iron  chain,  of  round 
links,  about  four  feet  long.  He  then  took  a  moufe  ' 
out  of  a  box,  and  made  it  dance  upon  the  table, 
quite  loofe.  Then  the  moufe,  at  his  order,  went  in 
at  one  link  of  the  chain,  and  out  at  another,  till  it 
afcended  to  the  top ;  from  whence  it  came  down 
again,  the  contrary  way,  without  miffing  fo  much  as 
one  fingle  ring. 

The  13th,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  came  to 
invite  the  ambaflador  to  court  on  the  15th,  the  firft 
day  of  the  new  moon  •,  and,  according  to  the  Chinefe 
computation,  the  firit  day  of  the  new  year.  This  is 
one  of  their  higheft  fellivais  •,  and  what  added  to  the 
folemnity  of  the  prefent  one,  was  its  being  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  feculum,  or  fpace  of  fixty  years,  obferved 
by  the  Chinefe  :  befide,  the  emperpr  had  reigned  all 
the  laft  feculum,  and  was  now  going  to  enter  on  the 
fecond.  On  this  occafion  were  to  be  alTembled  feve- 
ral Tartar  princes ;  particulaily,  the  Kutuchtu  and 
the  Tufh-du  Chan,  together  with  many  perfons  of 
diftindion  from  Korea,  and  all  the  dominions  of 
'  China.  This  feaft  begins  on  the  firft  day,  and  con- 
tinues during  the  increafe  of  the  moon. 

The  1 8th,  fomeof  the  retinue,  accompanied  with 
a  Chinefe  friend,  went  to  a  great  market,  held  in  the 
fuburbs,  about  a  mile  without  the  city  to  the  fouth- 
weft.     Here  we  found  a  number  of  toys,  and  things 
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of  valuer  both  new  and  fecond-hand,  cxpofed  to  iaie 
iA  the  open  ftreet.  ' 

Near  this  place  ftood  a  magnificent  temple,  thd 
doors  of  which  being  open,  we  walked  into  it ;  and 
faw.  Handing  at  the  fouth-end,  a  monftrous  image, 
about  25  feet  high,  carved  and  gilt,  having  twelve 
drms  and  hands,  a  frightful  vifage,  and  great  gog- 
gling eyes.  By  the  touch,  it  Teemed  to  be  made  of 
a  kind  of  plafter.  This  image  is  called  Fo,  which 
fignifies  God  in  the  Ghinefe  language.  Whilft  we 
walked  about  in  the  temple,  many  people  entered, 
who  kneeled  and  bowed  fcveral  times  to  the  imacre; 
after  which  they  retired,  without  taking  notice  of  us, 
or  of  arly  body  elfe.  In  all  the  leflTer  temples,  I  had 
formerly  feen,  I  found  a  great  number  of  images  of 
inferior  deities,  or  reputed  faints ;  but  this  was  occu- 
J)ied  by  f  o  only,  without  any  rival; 

During  the  fertival  there  are  many  ftage-plays  per- 
formed in  all  the  public  ftreets.  You  alio  find  often 
high  crofles  ereded,  on  which  are  hoilled  a  number 
of  pendants  and  dreamers  of  party- cploured  fiiks, 
that  make  a  pretty  appearance.  At  this  feafon  all 
the  (hops  are  (hut  -,  almort:  no  bufinels  is  done,  and 
the  people  go  about,  drefied  in  their  beft  cloaths,  as 
on  holidays  in  Europe. 

The  20th,  the  ambaflador  and  all  the  gentlemen 
of  the  retinue  were  invited  to  dine,  at  a  public  houfe 
in  the  city,  by  a  young  Chinefe  gentleman  :  and  all 
of  us  accepted  the  invitation,  except  the  ambaflador. 
Our  friend  was  fo  polite  as  to  fend  chairs  for  his 
guefts,  about  ten  of  the  clock  ;  and,  at  eleven,  we 
reached  the  houfe,  which  was  the  largeft  of  that  fort 
I  ever  faw,  and  could  cafily  contain  fix  or  eight 
hundred  people.  The  roof  was  fupported  by  two 
rows  of  wooden  pillars.  This  tavern  confifted  only 
of  one  apartment,  great  part  of  which  was  filled  with 
long  tables,  having  benches  on  each  fide,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  company.  During  the  time  of 
dinner,  we  were  entertained  with  mufic ;  and,  after 
it,  by  a  company  of  players,    maintained    by  the 
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houfe,  who  daily  aft  plays  on  a  ftage  ereded  atone 
ficle  of  the  room.  None  but  people  of  faftiion  come 
to  this  place. 

When  a  perfon  intends  to  treat  his  friends  at  one 
of  thefe  houfes,  he  fends  previous  notice  of  his  de- 
fign,  with  a  note  of  the  company,  and  the  fum  to  be 
laid  out  on  each  of  them  •,  agreeably  to  thefe  orders, 
things  are  executed  with  the  greatcft  punctuality. 
The  expence  on  each  of  our  company  could  not  be 
lefs  than  three  or  four  ounces  of  filver,  as  we  ftaid 
the  whole  day,  and  had  a  fplendid  entertainment, 
confining  of  many  courfes  and  deflcrts,  prepared  and 
ferved  in  the  bed  fafhion  of  the  country.  At  feveral 
tables  the  people  were  employed  in  gaming ;  feme 
playing  at  cards,  others  at  dice  and  drafts.  I  faw 
no  money  among  them  -,  though  I  was  informed  fome 
of  the  Chinefe  play  very  high.  In  the  evening,  we 
took  leave  of  our  hofpitable  friend,  and  returned  to 
our  lodgings. 

The  2 2d,  I  went  along  with  our  new  Chinefe  friend, 
named  Siafiey,  to  fee  a  manufactory  of  China-v/are, 
{landing  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Yu,  about  twelve 
Englifh  miles  eaftward  of  the  city.  After  arriving  at 
the  place,  we  pafled  through  feveral  flieds  and  houfes, 
where  I  faw  a  number  of  people  at  work.  The  ovens, 
in  particular,  feemed  very  curious  •,  but  my  view  was 
fo  curfory  and  fuperficial,  that  I  could  form  no  judg- 
ment of  the  materials,  or  manner  of  making  thefe 
cleanly  and  beautiful  veffels,  which  dill  remain  un- 
rivalled by  the  fimilar  productions  of  any  other  na- 
tion. I  enquired  into  the  truth  of  the  opinion  which 
the  Europeans  entertain,  "  that  the  clay  muft  lie  a 
century  to  digeft,  before  it  was  fit  for  ufe  j"  and  was 
told,  by  a  matter  workman,  that  a  few  months  pre- 
paration was  fufficient.  So  far  as  I  could-obferve, 
they  made  no  fecret,  at  this  place,  of  what  they  were 
employed  about.  I  was,  however,  told,  to  the  fouth,. 
the  Chinefe  are  more  cautious,  and  carefully  conceal 
their  art  from  ftrangers.  One  thing  I  firmly  .believe, 
that,  although  the  Europears  underftood  the  art  of 
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making  porcelain,  the  Chi nefe  would  undcrfcU  them 
at  every  market  in  the  world.  This  valuable  manu- 
fadure  is  carried  on  in  molt  of  the  towns  in  China ; 
and,  as  it  is  fold  but  a  little  above  the  rate  of  com- 
mon earthen-ware  in  Europe,  the  jnaterials  of  which 
it  is  compofed  can  neither  be  rare  nor  coftly.  Beilde 
china,  they  alfo  make  a  kind  of  delft,  or  earthen- 
ware, for  the  ufe  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people. 

Next  day,  I  happened  to  meet  two  gentlemen  from 
the  peninfula  of  Korea.  Their  phyfiognomies  were 
nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Chinefe ;  but  their 
drefs  different.  What  furprifed  me  mod  was,  that 
they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  Chinefe  language  as 
I  was,  and  delivered  themfelves  by  an  interpreter. 
When  they  have  any  thing  material  to  communicate, 
they  put  it  in  writing,  which  is  eafily  underftood  by 
the  Chinefe.  They  write  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Chinefe,  from  the  top  of  the  page,  in  ftraighc  lines, 
to  the  bottom,  and  with  a  pencil,  like  thofe  com- 
monly ufed  by  the  painters. 

Korea  is  a  fine  country,  fubjecl  to  China,  fituated 
betwixt  the  long  wall  and  the  river  Amoor ;  and  runs 
out  into  a  point  toward  the  ifland  of  Japan,  and  the 
Eaftern  Ocean.  The  country  is  very  plentiful,  and 
abounds  with  corn  and  cattle. 

The  24th,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  came  to 
invite  the  ambaflador  to  the  feftival  of  the  new  year, 
which  is  always  when  the  moon  is  at  the  full,  to  be 
held,  at  the  imperial  palace  of  Tzang-(hu--  ang,  on 
the  29th.  In  the  mean  time,  the  c©ld  continued  very 
piercing  •,  fo  that  I  faw  horfes,  with  loaded  carriages, 
crofs  the  ditches,  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  upon 
the  ice. 

The  29th,  chairs  were  fent  from  court  to  carry  the 
ambaflador,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  retinue  :  we 
arrived  there  in  the  evening,  and  lodged  in  a  houfe 
near  the  palace.  Near  our  lodgings  was  a  pretty  gar- 
den, with  a  canal,  on  which  was  a  fmall  pleafure- 
boat.  In  the  middle  of  the  canal  was  raifed  an  arti- 
ficial mount,  planted  with  fome  barren  trees,  in  imi- 
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tation  of  nature.  We  afcended,  by  a  winding  path, 
to  the  top  of  the  mount,  from  whence  we  had  a  fine 
view  of  all  the  country  around. 

The  30th,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  feftival,  we 
went  to  court.  "We  were  met  at  the  gate  by  the  maf- 
^er  of  the  ceremonies,  who  conducted  us  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ftairs  of  the  great  hall,  where  we  took 
our  places,  in  the  open  court-yard,  among  a  numer- 
ous aflembly  of  grandees,  whom  we  found  fitting 
crofs-legged  on  their  culhions.  After  waiting  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  his  rnajefty  appeared,  and  feat- 
ed  himfelf  upon  the  throne  -,  upon  which  all  the  com-, 
pany  flood.  The  Chinefe  made  their  bows,  as  is 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions ;  but  we  were  permitted  to 
make  our  compliments  in  our  own  fafhion. 

We  were  immediately  brought  into  the  hall ;  an<;l 
the  ambafTador  was  conducted  to  the  throne,  in  order 
to  congratulate  his  imperial  majefly  on  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  new  year.  Our  flation,  on  this  occafion, 
as  at  the  f^rfl  audience,  was  to  the  right  of  the  throne. 
All  the  princes,  the  emperor's  fons  and  grandfons, 
together  with  the  Tufh-du-chan,  and  fome  other  per- 
fons  of  high  diftindion,  were  placed  to  the  left,  op- 
pofite  to  us.  As  the  cuftoms  of  the  Chinefe  are,  in 
many  inftances,  quite  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  Euro- 
peans ;  fo,  I  have  been  informed,  that,  among  them, 
the  left  hand  is  the  place  of  greatefl  honour.  After 
we  had  drunk  a  difh  of  tea,  the  emperor  beckoned 
to  the  ambafTador  to.  Come  to  him  again,  and  en- 
quired into  the  cufloms  and  ceremonies,  at  the  courts 
pf  Europe,  on  feftivals  of  this  nature  ;  adding,  at 
the  fame  time,  "  he  had  been  informed,  that,  after 
drinking  the  king's  health,  on  fuch  occafions,  the 
Europeans  broke  the  glalTes.  He  approved,  he  faid, 
pf  the  drinking-part  •,  but  did  not  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  breaking  the  glafles:"  and  laughed 
heartily  at  the  joke. 

The  great  hall  was,  by  this  time,  almofl  full  of 
company  ^   and  a  number  of  people  of  diftindlion 
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Hill  remained  in  the  area,  who  could  not  find  room 
in  the  hall. 

The  entertainment  now  began  to  be  ferved  up. 
The  vi6tuals  were  carried  about  in  great  order,  and 
placed  before  the  company  on  large  tables.  All  the 
diflies  were  cold,  except  thofe  before  his  majefty, 
who  fupplicd  us  plentifully  with  hot  provifions,  from 
the  throne. 

Dinner  being  ended,  the  fports  were  begun  by  a 
company  of  wrelUcrs,  compofed  of  Chinefe  and  Tar- 
tars. Many  of  them  were  almoft  naked,  having  no 
cloaths  but  tight  canvafs  drawers.  They  performed 
their  parts  in  tlie  area  before  the  hall.  When  any  of 
them  was  feverely  bruifed  by  his  antagonift,  or  much 
hurt  by  a  fall,-  which  frequently  happened,  the  em- 
peror fent  him  a  cordial,  and  ordered  him  to  be  pro- 
perly tal;en  care  of.  Sometimes  alfo,  when  he  per- 
ceived the  combatants  too  eager  and  warm,  a  fign 
was  given  to  part  them.  Thefe  inftances  of  huma- 
nity were  very  amiable  in  the  old  monarch,  and  ren- 
dered the  fight  of  fuch  fliocking  fpedacles  more  to- 
lerable j  for  many  of  thefe  wreftlers  received  fuch 
blows  and  falls,  as  were  fufficient  to  have  knocked 
the  breath  out  of  their  bodies.  To  the  wreltling  fuc- 
ceeded  many  other  games  and  mock-hghts  •,  in  which 
the  performers,  armed,  fonie  with  lances,  others  with 
battle-axes,  quarter-ftaffs,  flails,  or  cudgels,  a6led 
with  great  dexterity. 

Then  appeared  two  troops  of  Tartars,  clothed  in 
coats  of  tyger-flcins,  arm^jcl  with  bows  and  arrows, 
and  mounted  on  hobby-horfes.  At  firfl,  they  be- 
haved as  enemies  j  but,  after  fome  fkirmifnes  with 
their  arrows,  the  parties  were  reconciled,  and  began 
a  dance  to  a  difmal  tune  of  vocil  and  inftrumental 
mufic.  The  dance  was  interrupted  by  a  perfon  in  a 
frightful  mafli,  of  a  tall  ftature,  drefled  and  mounted 
like  the  Tartars,  who,  the^  faid,  reprefented  the 
devil.  After  making  feveral  unfuccefsful  attacks  on 
the  united  body  of  the  Tar:ars,  this  formidable  herf 
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was  at  length  killed  by  an  arrow,  and  carried  off  in 
triumph. 

Wliile  the  Tartars  perfonred  in  the  court,  one  of 
the  er/.peror's  Ions,  a  prince  of  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  danced  alone  in  the  hull,  and  attracted  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  co.npany.  iiis  motiv  ns  were,  at  firft, 
very  flr)w,  fo  that  lie  k'e.iKd  fcarct ly  to  move  at  all  i 
but,  afcerwarJ,  b vcanie  more  brills  and  lively.  The 
emperor  was  chearfui,  and  fcemed  well  pleafed  with 
the  diBerent  performers ;  but  particularly  with  an  old 
Tartar,  who  played  on  a  chi^ne  of  little  bells,  with 
two  fliort  ivory  rods.  The  inftruments  of  muiic  were 
very  various,  and  all  tuned  to  the  Chinefe  tade.  I'he 
emperor  told  the  ambaflador,  that  he  knew  well  their 
mufic  would  not  pleale  an  European  ear;  but  that 
every  nation  liked  their  own  beft. 

Next  day,  the  rejoicings  were  renewed.  We  did 
not,  however,  go  to  court  before  the  evening;  becaufe 
the  fire-vvorks>  woulJ  not  be^in  before  the  lun  was  fct. 
About  live  of  tlie  clock  a  fignal  was  given,  for 
beginning  to  play  off  the  fire-work«,  by  a  rocket  let 
fly  from  the  gallery  where  t!ie  emperor  fat ;  and,  in 
the  fpace  of  a  fevv  minutes,  many  thoufand  lanthorns 
were  lighted.  Thefe  lanthorns  were  made  of  paper 
pf  different  colours,  red.  blue,  green,  and  yellow, 
and  hung  on  pofts  about  fi::  feet  high,  fcattered  over 
all  the  garden  ;  which  exhibited  a  very  pleafant  prol- 
pecl  to  the  eye. 

Another  fignal  was  then  given,  for  playing  off  the 
|"ockets.  They  fprung  upw.ird  to  a  prodigious  height^ 
and  fell  down  in  figures  of  ilars,  difpliying  a  great; 
variety  of  beautiful  colours.  Tlie  rockets  were  ac- 
companied with  what  I  Ihall  call  crackers,  for  want 
pf  a  more  proper  naniC.  Their  explofion  rcfembled 
the  reports  of  many  great  guns,  fired  at  certain  in- 
tervals, and  exhibited  a  view  of  many  charming  co- 
Jours,  and  forms  of  firtj.  Thefe,  with  a  few  fire- 
>vorks  of  different  kinds,  intermi?c;d,  continued  for 
^he  fpace  of  three  houni. 
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Oppofite  to  the  gallery  where  the  emperor  fat,  wa$ 
fufpendcd  a  large  round  veflTcl,  about  twenty  feet  ia 
riiameter,  between  two  pods  about  thirty  feet  high. 
A  rocket  fent  from  the  gallery  lighted  a  match,  hang- 
ing from  the  veffel,  which  immediately  caulcd  the 
-bottom  of  it  to  drop  down  with  ^  loud  noife.  Then 
fell  out  a  lattice,  or  grate- work,  all  on  fire,  and  hung 
between  the  veflel  and  the  ground,  burning  furioufly, 
in  various  colours.  This  continued  for  ten  minutes, 
and  really  exhibited  a  moft  curious  fight.  It  fcems, 
this  lattice-work  was  compofed  of  materials  that  im- 
mediately kindled,  on  bcmg  expofcd  to  the  air  j  for 
no  perfon  was  feen  near  the  machine. 

The  grate-work  being  extinguiflied,  there  appeared 
a  lighted  match,  hanging  from  the  middle  of  the  vef- 
fel,  and  burning  up  to  it.  As  foon  as  the  fire  reached 
the  veiTel,  thirty  fair  paper  lanthorns  of  various  co- 
lours, dropped  from  it  •,  and  hung,  in  a  ftraight  line, 
below  one  another,  between  it  and  the  ground  } 
which  immediately  catched  fire  of  themfelves,  and 
formed  a  beautiful  and  well-proportioned  column  of 
parti-coloured  light.  After  this,  fell  out  about  ten 
or  twelve  pillars  of  the  fame  form,  but  of  a  Icfler 
fize  i  thefe  alfo  took  fire  as  foon  as  they  dropped. 
This  fcene  continued  till  the  number  of  one  thoufand 
Janthorns  fell  from  the  veflel,  which  diminilhed  every 
time,  till  the  laft  were  very  fmall.  I  muft  confcfs 
phis  prefented  a  delightful  objedt  to  the  fpeflators. 

I  could  not  help  being  furprifed  at  the  ingenuity 
of  the  artift,  in  crouding  fuch  a  number  of  lanthorns 
into  fo  fmall  and  fimple  a  machine  as  this  feemed  to 
be  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  with  fo  much  order,  that 
all  of  them  dropped  and  kindled  of  themfelves, 
with  equal  regularity,  as  if  he  had  let  them  fall  from 
his  hand  :  for  not  even  one  of  them  was  extinguiflied 
by  accident,  or  in  the  lead  entangled  by  another. 
This  concluded  the  firft  day's  entertainment. 

The  31ft,  in  the  evening,  we  returned  to  court; 
where  was  opened  a  new  fcene  of  fire-works,  which 
fiontinued,  with  great  variety,  till  ten  o'clock  at  night. 

The 
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The  I  ft  of  February,  we  went  again  to  court*, 
where  the  fire-works  were  refumed  in  many  different, 
well-executed,  defigns.  What  pleafed  me  moft  was 
a  fmall  mount,  raifed  in  the  middle  of  the  garden, 
from  which  fprung  a  ftream  of  white  and  blue  fire, 
in  imitation  of  water.  The  top  of  the  mount  con- 
tained a  cavity,  in  fliape  of  a  large  urn,  from  which 
the  fire  rofe  to  a  prodigious  height, 

Oppofite  to  the  gallery,  where  the  emperor  fat, 
•were  ere<5t:ed  three  large  frames,  about  thirty  feet  high 
each.  On  one  was  a  monftrous  figure  of  a  dragon  ; 
on  the  fecond,  a  man  on  horfeback ;  and  the  third 
reprefented  an  elephant,  with  a  human  figure  on  his 
back.  All  thefe  were  compofed  of  a  deep  blue  fire  •, 
and  were  interwoven  with  vines  and  grapes,  hanging 
about  on  all  fides,  of  white,  red,  and  blue  fire. 

Befide  thefe,  there  were  exhibited,  on  this  occafion, 
many  other  ingenious  defigns  of  fire-works ;  which 
far  furpafled  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  ever  faw,  though 
I  have  been  prefent  at  performances  of  this  nature, 
exhibited  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  by  the  beft  artifts  in 
Europe.  Befide  the  art  difplayed  in  the  contrivance 
and  figure,  thefe  works  furnifhed,  in  particular,  a 
wonderful  variety  of  moft  beautiful  colours,  far  ex- 
ceeding my  ability  to  defcribe,  I  muft  confefs,  they 
greatly  out-did  my  expedations,  and  even  common 
fame,  which  feldom  leflens  things  of  this  nature. 

The  following  day,  the  emperor  gave  the  ambaf- 
fador  a  private  audience,  and  enquired  how  he  liked 
the  diverfions  and  fire-works.  On  this  occafion,  the 
emperor  repeated  what  has  been  already  obferved  con- 
cerning the  antiquity  of  illuminations  compofed  of 
gun-powder ;  and  added,  that,  although  fire-works 
had  been  known  in  China  for  more  than  two  thou- 
fand  years,  he  himfelf  had  made  many  improvements 
upon  them,  and  brought  them  to  their  prefent  per- 
fcdion. 

The  3d,  we  returned  to  the  city,  in  a  cold  frofty  , 
day,  and  the  wind  at  north-weft.     We  found  the 
rejoicings  ftill  going  on  at  Pekin  j  for  ftages  were 
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^reded,  and  plays  reprefcnted,  iri  a}l  the  principal 
ftreets  through  which  we  pafled. 

The  affairs  relating  to  the  embalTy  being  nearly 
finifhcd,  we  began  now  to  prepare  for  our  journey 
to  the  wcftward  •,  which  was  to  take  plaice  as  foon  as 
the  extremity  of  the  cold  was  abated. 

On  the  10th,  the  emperor  fent  three  officers  with 
prefents  to  his  Czarifh  qiajefty ;  the  chief  of  which 
were,  tapeftsy  for  two  rooms,  neatly  wrought  on  a 
rich  filk  Ituff;  a  fct  of  fmall  enamelled  gold  cupsj 
fome  japanned  cups,  let  with  mother  of  pearl  •,  three 
flower-pieces,  curioudy  embroidered  on  taffety  ;  two 
chelts  of  rockets,  prepared  in  the  Chinefe  falhion ; 
about  twenty  or  thirty  pieces  of  filk,  in  mod  of 
which  was  interwoven  the  dragon  with  five  claws  ; 
a  parcel  of  different  forts  of  curious  fans  for  ladles; 
alio  a  box  containing  fome  rolls  of  white  Chinele  pa- 
per, the  Iheets  of  which  were  of  a  fize  much  larger 
than  common  ;  befide  fcveral  other  toys,  fcarce  worth 
jiientioning.  From  thefe  particulars  it  appears,  that 
thefe  two  mighty  monarchs  were  not  very  lavifli 
in  their  prefents  to  each  other ;  preferring  curiofi- 
ttes  to  things  of  real  value.  The  next  day  fcvcral 
officers  came  from  court,  with  prefents  to  the  ambaf- 
fador,  and  every  perfon  of  the  retinue,  correfponding 
to  their  different  ftations  and  characters,  and  fo  mi- 
nutely and  cxadtly  was  this  matter  managed,  that 
even  the  meanefl*  of  our  fcrvants  was  not  neglefted. 
The  prefents,  confifting  of  a  compleat  Chinefe  drefs, 
feme  pieces  of  damafks,  and  other  Ituffs,  were,  in- 
peed,  of  no  great  value.  They  were,  however,  car- 
ried along  the  ftreets,  wrapped  up  in  yellow  filk, 
with  the  uiual  parade  of  things  belonging  to  the  court  -, 
a  circumftance  which  is  reckoned  one  of  the  greatefi: 
honours  that  can  be  conferred  on  a  foreign  minifter. . 

Next  day,  the  emperor  fent  to  afk  the  ambaflador, 
whether  he  inclined  to  accompany  him  to  a  hunting- 
match,  in  a  foreft  not  far  diftant  from  Pekin ;  to 
which  his  excellency  readily  agreed. 

The  1 7th,  being  now  on  the  point  of  our  depar- 
ture. 
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ture,  in  order  to  make  the  moft  of  the  fliort  time  We 
had  to  ft  ay,  I  rode  about  twelve  miles  eaftward  from 
Pckin,  accompanied  with  a  Chinefe  friend,  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  j  which  1  found  crouded  with  a 
number  of  barques,  of  different  fizes,  which  are  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  carrying  provifions,  and  other 
ftores,  to  the  city,  from  diftant  parts  of  the  country. 

'I  faw  many  veflels  failing  down  the  ftream,  toward 
the   fouth-eaft.      And  I   was  informed,    there   are 

^9999   veffels   conftantly    employed    on    this   river; 

^but  why  confined  to  I'uch  an  odd  number  I  could 
neither  learn,  nor  comprehend.  During  a  month 
or'fix  weeks,  in  winter,  this  river  is  frozen  over; 
at  which  feafon,  provifions  are  conveyed  by  land- 
carriage,    or  along  the  ice.     On  this  occafion  alio 

'1  revilited  the  China-manufadlor)',  in  order  to  try 
whether  I  could  learn  any  thing  of  that  curious 
art.     But,  though  the  people  were  very  complaifant, 

*  and  (hewed  me  every  thing  I  defired  them,  I  returned 

'as  ignorant  as  I  went  thither ;  and,  I  am  perfuaded, 

-that,  before  a  perfon  can  get  any  knowlege  of  the 
affair,  he  muft  be  bred  a  porter;  and  have  time  to 
infpeft  its  whole  progrefs ;  of  which  thefe  people 
feem  to  make  no  fccret. 

The  fields,  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  are  well 
cultivated;  producing  fine  wheat,  and  other  forts  of 
grain.  I  faw  alfo  great  plantations  of  tobacco,  which 
■they  call  tharr,  and  which  yields  very  confiderable 
profits;  and  it  is  univerfally  ufed  in  fmoking,  by 
-perfons  of  all  ranks,  of  both  fexes,  in  China. 

On  the  1 8th,  all  our  gentlemen  dined  with  my 
Chinefe  friend,  named  Siafiey,  where  we  met  with  a 
friendly  reception  and  a  fumptuous  feaft.  After  din- 
ner, our  hofpitable  landlord  put  about  his  cups  very 
freely.  At  laft,  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  defired 
I  would  remain  with  him  ;  and  he  would  give  me  my 
choice  of  which  of  his  wives  or  daughters  I  liked 
beft.  I  could  not  but  return  my  friend  hearty  thanks 
for  his  obliging  offer;  which,  however,  I  thought  it 
fiot  proper  to  accept, 

Next 
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Next  day,  I  went  to  fee  the  market  where  provi- 
fions  were  fold.  It  was  a  fpacious  oblong,  fpread, 
with  gravel,  very  neat  and  clean.  The  butchers  had 
their  mops  in  a  (bed,  running  quite  round  the  place. 
I  faw  little  beef,  but  a  great  deal  of  mutton.  In  the 
middle,  was  a  great  ftore  of  poultry,  wild-fowl,  and 
venifon  •,  bur,  what  furprifed  me  not  a  littk,  was,  to 
find  about  a  dozen  of  dead  badgers  expofed  to  fale. 
The  Chinefe,  it  feems,  are  very  fond  of  thefe  ani- 
mals •,  which  are  accounted  unclean  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  world.  All  the  Chinefe  merchants  have  the 
art  of  expofing  their  goods  to  fale  drefied  up  in  the 
moll  advantageous  manner  •,  and,  even  in  purchafing 
any  trifling  thing,  whatever  the  cafe  be  that  holds  it, 
it  is  half  the  coll,  and  often  exceeds  it  in  value. 

The  2 1  ft,  being  the  day  appointed  for  hunting 
with  the  emperor,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, horfes  were  brought  to  our  lodgings,  for  the 
ambafiador  and  thofe  who  attended  him.  We  im- 
mediately mounted,  and,  after  riding  about  fix  miles, 
to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  city,  at  break  of  day,  we 
reached  the  gates  of  the  park  called  Chayza  ;  where 
we  were  received  by  an  officer,  and  conduded,  through 
the  foreft,  to  a  fummer-houfe,  about  a  mile  from  the 
gate,  in  which  the  emperor  had  flept  the  preceeding 
night.  As  foon  as  we  entered,  the  good  old  empe- 
ror, who  had  rifen  long  before  our  arrival,  fent  one 
of  his  eunuchs  to  falute  the  ambalTador,  and  ordered 
us  tea  and  other  vifluals,  Breakfaft  being  over,  the 
emperor,  who  was  very  fond  of  arms,  fent  to  defire 
a  fight  of  the  ambaflTador's  fowling-piece.  He  re- 
turned it,  with  feveral  of  his  own  to  be  (hewn  us. 
They  had  all  match-locks.  The  Chinefe  are  polfef- 
fed  with  a  notion,  that  flints,  in  their  climate,  ac- 
quire a  moifture  which  hinders  their  firing.  But,  as 
far  as  I  could  perceive,  the  air  had  litde  cffed  upon 
our  flints. 

A  fignal  was  then  given  that  the  emperor  was  com- 
ing i  upon  which  all  the  great  men  drew  up  in  lines, 
from  the  bottom  of  the  llairs  to  the  road  leading  tcy 

tl^c 
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the  foi'cft,  all  on  fodt,  drefTed  in  their  hunting-habitsj 
the  fame  with  thofe  ufcd  by  the  officers  and  cavalry 
of  thearmyj  when  in  field,  and  armed  with  boWs  and 
arrows*  We  had  a  proper  place  afligned  us,  and 
paid  our  fefpefts  to  his  majefty,  who  returned  a  graci- 
ous fmile,  with  figns  to  follow  him^  He  was  feated, 
Crofs-legged,  in  an  open  machine,  carried  by  four 
men,  With  long  poles  felled  on  their  fhoulders.  Be- 
fore him  lay  a  fowling-piece,  a  bow,  and  Iheaf  of  ar- 
rows. This  has  been  his  hunting  equipage  for  fome 
years,  fmce  he  left  oflf  riding  -,  but,  in  his  youth,  he 
went  ufually  every  fummef,  feveral  days-journey  with- 
out the  long  wall,  and  carried  along  with  him  all  the 
princes  his  fons,  and  many  perfons  of  diftindioil,  to 
the  number  frequently  of  fome  thoufands,  in  order 
to  hunt  in  the  woods  and  defarts ;  where  he  continued 
for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  months^  Their  provi- 
fions  were  reftridled  to  bare  necelTariesj  and  often  to 
what  they  caught  in  thd  woods  of  Tartary.  This 
piece  of  policy  he  praftifed  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
harden  the  officers  of  his  army,  and  prevent  their 
falling  into  idlenefs  and  effeminacy  among  the  Chi- 
nefe ;  arid,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fet  a  good  example 
of  the  aufterities  he  recommended,  by  living  on  thd 
fame  hard  fare  he  prefcribed  toothers. 

As  foon  as  the  emperor  had  paflcd,  the  company 
mounted  and  followed  him,  at  fome  diftance,  till  we 
came  into  the  opert  forell,  where  all  formed  into  a 
femicircle>  in  the  centre  of  which  was  the  emperor. 

Our  wings  being  extended,  there  were  many  hares 
ftarted,  which  the  company  endeavoured  to  drive  to- 
ward the  emperor,  who  killed  many  of  them  with 
arrows  as  they  pafled  •,  thofe  he  miffed,  he  made  a 
fign  to  fome  of  the  princes  to  purfue,  who  alfo  kil- 
led feveral  of  them  with  arrows :  but  no  other  per- 
fon  was  permitted  to  draw  a  bow  or  ftir  from  the  line. 
The  fame  rules  of  hunting »  1  oblervcd,  are  praftifed 
by  the  Mongalls. 

From  the  open  field,  we  continue^  our  route  weft- 
ward,   to  a  place  among   thickets,    and  tall  reeds, 

where 
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■where  we  fprung  a  number  of  pheafants,  partridges, 
and  quails.  His  majefty  then  laid  afide  his  bow  and 
arrows,  and  carried  a  hawk  on  his  hand ;  which  he 
flew  as  occafion  offered.  The  hawks  generally  raked 
in  the  pheafants  while  flying ;  but,  if  they  took  the 
reeds  or  bulhes,  they  foon  caught  them. 

After  proceeding  about  two  or  three  miles  farther 
into  the  foreft,  we  came  to  a  tall  wood,  where  we 
found  feveral  forts  of  deer.  The  young  men  went 
in  and  beat  the  woods,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany remained  without.  We  faw  much  game  pafs 
us,  but  no  body  drew  a  bow  till  the  emperor  had 
killed  a  fl:ag,  which  he  did  very  dexteroufly,  with  a 
broad-headed  arrow  •,  after  which  the  princes  had 
leave  to  kill  feveral  bucks  -,  among  which  was  one  of 
that  fpecies  that  bears  the  mulk,  called  Kaberda  in 
Siberia,  of  which  I  have  formerly  given  a  defcription. 
The  Chinefe  muflc  is  ftronger,  and  therefore  prefe- 
rable to  that  from  northern  parts. 

We  had  now  been  fix  hours  on  horfeback,  and,  I 
reckon,  had  travelled  about  i^EngWih  miles-,  but 
no  end  of  the  foreft  yet  appeared.  We  turned  fliort 
from  this  wood  fouthward,  till,  coming  to  fome 
marfhes,  overgrown  with  tall  reeds,  we  roufed  a  great 
many  wild  boars  •,  but,  as  it  was  not  the  fealbn  for 
killing  them,  they  all  efcaped.  The  hunting  thefe 
fierce  animals  is  reckoned  the  moft  dangerous  of  all 
kinds  of  fport,  except  the  chafe  of  lions  and  tigers. 
Every  one  endeavoured  to  avoid  them,  and  feveral 
of  them  ran  furioufly  through  the  thickeft  troops  of 
horfe.  The  emperor  was  fo  cautious  as  to  have  a 
company  of  men,  armed  with  lances,  to  guard  his 
machine. 

After  dinner,  the  emperor  fent  two  of  his  chief 
eunuchs  to  compliment  the  ambafTador  j  and  inform 
him,  that  he  intended  to  entertain  hin)  with  the  bait- 
ing of  three  tigers,  which  had  been  kept  fome  time, 
cooped  up  in  a  ftrong  grate-work,  for  that  purpofe. 
The  hill,  where  the  emperor's  tent  ftood,  was  fur- 
rounded 
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rounded  with  feveral  ranks  of  guards,  armed  mdi 
long  fpears.  A  guard,  alfo,  was  placed  before  th^ 
ambaffador's,  and  the  reft  of  the  tents,  to  fecurc  the 
whole  encampment  from  the  fury  of  thefc  fierce 
animals.  The  firft  was  let  out  by  a  perfon  mounted 
on  a  fleet  horfe,  who  opened  the  door  of  the  coop  by 
means  of  a  rope  tied  to  it.  The  tiger  immediately 
left  his  cage,  and  feemcd  much  pleafed  to  find  him- 
felf  at  liberty.  The  horfeman  rode  off  at  full  fpced  5, 
while  the  tiger  was  rolling  himfelf  upon  the  grafs. 
At  laft  he  rofe,  and  growled,  and  walked  about. 
The  emperor  fired  twice  at  him  with  bullets ;  but 
the  diftance  being  confiderable,  miffed  him,  though 
the  pieces  were  well  pointed.  Upon  which  his  ma- 
iefty  fcnt  to  the  ambaffador,  to  try  his  piece  upon 
him-,  which  being  charged  with  a  fingle  ball,  he 
walked  toward  the  animal,  accompanied  by  ten  men, 
armed  with  fpears,  in  cafe  of  accidents ;  till,  being 
at  a  convenient  diftance,  he  took  his  aim,  and  killed 
him  on  tfie  fpot. 

The  fecond  was  let  out  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
horfeman,  retiring  a  little,  left  the  creature  rolling  on 
the  grafs,  like  the  firft.  He  then  returned,  and  fhon 
at  him  with  a  blunted  arrow  •,  which  roufed  the  ani- 
mal to  fuch  a  picch,  and  made  him  purfue  fo  clofely, 
that  the  horfeman  narrowly  efcaped  within  the  ranks  y 
where  the  furious  tiger,  endeavouring  to  leap  over  the 
mens  heads,  was  killed  at  the  foot  ot  the  mount. 

The  third,  as  foon  as  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  ran 
directly  toward  the  emperor's  tent  j, and  was,  in  like 
manner,  killed  with  the  fpears.  A  man  muft  be  well 
mounted  and  armed,  who  hunts  this  kind  of  animals 
in  the  woods  i  where  they  muft  be  much  ftronger 
and  fwifter  than  thofe  we  faw,  which  had  been  con- 
fined for  many  months,  and-  whofe  limbs,  by  want  of 
exercife,  were  become  ftiff  and  unwieldy :  but,  not- 
withftanding  this  difadvantage,  the  courage  and  nim- 
blenefs  even  of  thefe  animals  was  very  furprifing.  I 
have  fcen  four  forts  of  them,  the  tiger,  panther,  leo- 
pard. 
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pard,  and  lynx,  which  ire  all  very  fierce :  but  the 
iirft  is  the  largeft  and  ftrongeft. 

The  emperor,  in  his  youth,  was  very  fond  of  hunt- 
ing tbefe  creatures  in  the  woods  of  Tartary ;  bur,  now, 
he  confines  himlelf  within  the  limits  of  the  foreft, 
where  there  is  game  fufficienc  to  gratify  any  fportfman. 

The  killing  of  the  tigers  finilhed  the  diverfion  of 
the  day  •,  after  which  we  retired  to  our  huts,  where 
we  were  entertained  with  a  plentiful  fupper,  fent  us 
by  the  emperor.  After  fupper,  an  oflicer  was  fent 
from  his  majefty  to  the  ambaffador,  who  brought  the 
tiger's  (kin  he  had  fhot;  telling  him,  that,  by  the  laws 
of  hunting,  he  had  a  right  to  it. 

Next  morning  the  fport  was  refumed,  and  varied 
little  from  that  of  the  preceding  day. 

The  2^d,  about  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  waited  on  the  ambaf- 
fador, in  order  to  conduft  him  into  his  majefty*s  pre- 
fence,  to  receive  his  audience  of  leave.  I'he  empe- 
ror received  him  in  a  moft  friendly  manner,  in  his 
bed-chamber.  He  repeated  his  affurances  of  the 
great, friendlhip  he  entertained  for  his  czarifh  ma- 
jefty-,  and  exprefled  great  refpedt  for  the  perfonal 
merit  of  the  ambaffador.  After  which  the  ambaf- 
fador took  leave ;  and  we  returned  to  our  lodgings  in 
the  city. 

The  24th,  the  ambaffador  was  invited,  by  the  pre- 
fidentof  the  college  of  mathematics,  to  fee  the  obfer- 
vatory,  which  is  fituated  immediately  within  the  eall 
wall,  and  commands  an  extenfive  profpedt.  The 
building  is  not  magnificent  j  but  is  furnilhed  with  a 
fine  armillary  fphere,  globes,  telefcopes,'  an  orrery  in 
good  order,  and  other  rfethematical  inftrumencs  of 
the  beft  European  workmanfiiip.  This  college  was 
eredted  by  the  prefent  emperor,  who  fpares  no  cod  to 
bring  it  to  perfedion  •,  and  the  meanefl:  of  his  fubjedls, 
who  difcover  a  genius  for  fcicnce,  or  any  ufeful  art, 
are  fure  to  meet  with  due  encouragement.  He  chiefly 
promoted  this  ftudy  by  countenancing  the  Jefuits  and 
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other  miffionaries  -,  for  I  have  been  informed,  that, 
before  their  arrival  in  this  country,  the  inhabitants 
could  fcarcely  calculate  an  eclipfe.  The  Chincfe,  it 
is  indeed  pretended,  underftood  aftronomy  previous 
to  that  period  ;  but  the  knowlege  of  it  was  in  a  great 
meafure  loft,  during  the  many  fatal  revolutions  of  the 
empire. 

From  the  obfervatory  we  afcended,  by  a  broad 
rifing  paffage,  to  the  top  of  the  city-wall ;  where  we 
faw  about  1 5  horfemen  riding  their  rounds  j  which, 
we  were  told,  they  performed  day  and  night,  at  ftated 
times.  1  he  wall  is  built  of  brick,  and  is  about  25 
or  30  feet  high  :  having  embrafurcs,  and  fquare 
towers,  at  tqual  diHances  -,  and  a  wide  deep  ditch, 
which  may  be  tilled  with  water  at  pleafure.  On  the 
top  of  the  wall  there  is  a  pleaiant  walk,  broad  enough 
for  15  h.orfcmen  to  ridea-breaft.  1  fuppofe  the  whole 
is,  perhips,  not  coTipoftrd  of  folid  bricks,  but  the 
middle  filled  up  with  earth  and  riibbifh. 

The  26th,  the  ambaflador  went  to  the  tribunal  for 
foreign  aliairs,  and  received  a  letter  from  the  empe- 
ror to  his  czarifii  majefty.  On  this  occafion  the  pre- 
lldent  acquainted  his  excellency,  that  he  muft  con- 
fider  this  letter  as  a  fingular  mark  of  favour  to  his 
mailer,  as  their  emperors  were  not  in  ufe  to  write 
letters  of  compliment  to  any  prince  •,  or,  indeed,  to 
write  letters  of  any  kind,  except  thofe  which  con- 
tained their  orders  to  their  fubjeds  •,  and,  that  the 
emperor  difpenfed*  with  fo  material  a  cuftom,  only, 
to  teilify  his  refped;  for  his  czarilh  majefty.  The 
original  of  this  letter  was  in  the  Chineic  language, 
and  a  copy  of  it  in  the  Mongalian.  It  was  folded  up 
in  a  long  roll,  according  to  the  cuftom  in  China,  and 
wrapped  in  a  pitce  of  yellow  filk,  which  was  tied  to 
a  man's  arm,  and  carried,  in  proceflion,  before  the 
ambafiador.  All  perfons  on  horfeback,  whom  he 
met,  difmounied,  and  ftood  till  we  had  pafTed  them. 
Such  veneration  do  thefe  people  pay  to  every  thing 
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.  The  fame  day,  the  ambaflador  had  a  vifit  from  a 
young  gentleman,  adcfcendantof  the  famous  Chi nefe 
philofophcr  Confucius ;  wliofe  memory  and  works 
are  greatly  refpeded  in  China.  From  what  I  could 
learn  of  this  eminent  philofopher,  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  parts,  extenfive  kriow- 
lege,  and  exemplary  virtue.  On  account  of  fuch 
rare  qualities,,  his  family  is  ilill  honoured,  and  efleem- 
ed  even  by  the  emperor  himfelF. 

Before  we  leave  China,  t  (hall  make  a  few  general 
remarks  on  the  people  and  country,  drawn  from  the 
bed  information  I  could  procure  -,  and  fhall  begia 
with  the  long  wall. 

The  long,  or  endlefs  wall,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
encompaffes  all  the  north  and  weft  parts  of  China. 
It  was  built,  about  600  years  ago,  by  one  of  the 
emperors,  to  prevent  the  frequent  incurfions  of  the 
Mongalls,  and  other  weftern  Tartars,  who  made  a 
pradiice  of  aflembling  numerous  troops  of  horfc,  and 
invading  the  country  in  different  places.  The  Chinefe 
frontiers  were  too  extenfive  to  be  guarded  ao-ainft  fucli 
bold  and  numerous  enemies  j  who,  after  plundering 
and  deftroying  a  wealthy  country,  returned  to  their 
own,  loaded  with  fpoils.  The  Chinefe,  finding  all 
precautions  ineffedual  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  inroads  of 
fuch  barbarians,  at  laft  refolved  to  build  this  famous 
wall.  It  begins  in  the  province  of  Leotong,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  of  Nankin  ;  and  proceeds  a-crofs 
rivers,  and  over  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains, 
without  interruption,  keeping  nearly  along  the  circu- 
lar ridge  of  barren  rocks  that  furround  the  country  to 
the  north  and  weft-,  and,  after  running  fouthvvard 
about  1200  Englifh  miles,  ends  in  impaflabfc  moun- 
tains and  fandy  deferts. 

The  foundation  confifts  of  large  blocks  of  fquare 
ftones  laid  in  mortar  -,  but  the  reft  of  the  wall  h  built 
gf  brick.  The  whole  is  fo  Itrong,  and  well  built,  as 
to  need  almoft  no  repair;  and,  in  fuch  a  dry  climate, 
niay  remain  in  this  condition  for  many  ages.     Its 
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height  and  breadth  are  not  equal  in  every  place ; 
nor,  indeed,  is  it  neceflary  they  fhould.  When  car- 
ried over  deep  rocks,  where  no  horfe  can  pafs,  it  is 
about  15  or  20  feet  high,  and  broad  in  proportion-, 
but,  when  running  through  a  valley,  or  crofling  a 
river,  there  you  fee  a  ftrong  wall,  about  30  feet  high, 
with  fqu;ire  towers,  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fhot  from 
one  another,  and  embrafurcs  at  equal  diftanc^s.  The 
top  of  the  wall  is  flat,  and  paved  with  broad  frec- 
ilone ;  and  where  it  rifes  over  a  rock,  or  any  emi- 
nence, you  afcend  by  a  fine  eafy  ftone-ftair. 

The  bridges,  over  rivers  and  torrents,  are  exceed- 
ingly neat,  being  both  well  contrived  and  executed. 
They  have  two  ftories  of  arches,  one  above  another, 
to  afford  fufficient  paffage  for  the  waters  on  fudden 
rains  and  floods. 

This  wall  was  begun  and  compleatly  finllhed  in  the 
fpace  of  five  years ;  every  fixth  man  in  China  being 
obliged  to  work  himfelf,  or  find  another  in  his  (lead. 
It  is  reported,  the  labourers  ftood  fo  clofe,  for  many 
miles  diftance,  as  to  hand  the  materials  from  one  to 
another.  This  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  believe,  as 
the  rugged  rocks  would  prevent  all  ufe  of  carriages  -, 
nor  could  clay  for  making  bricks  or  cenient,  of  any 
kind,  be  found  among  them.  This  furprifing  piece 
of  work,  if  not  the  greateft,  mayjuftly  be  reckoned 
among  the  wonders  of  the  world.  And  the  emperor, 
who  planned  and  compleated  it,  deferves  fame,  as 
much  fupcnor  to  his  who  built  the  famous  Egyptian 
pyramids,  as  a  performance  of  real  ufe  excels  a  work 
of  vanity. 

Befide  the  main  wall,  there  are  feveral  lemicircular 
walls,  which  have  the  long  wall  for  their  diameter,  at 
the  places  leaft  fortified  by  nature,  and  at  the  open 
pajTes  of  the  mountains.  Thele  are  ftrongly  built, 
of  the  fame  materials  and  architecture  with  the  long 
wall,  and  are  of  confiderable  extent,  fometimes  an 
one  fide  of  the  main  wall  and  fometimes  on  the  other. 
In  thefe  walls  are  ftrong  gates,  conftantly  defended 
2  by 
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by  a  numerous  guard.  They  are  intended  to  prevent 
a  lurprife,  and  flop  fiidden  irruptions  of  the  enemy. 
Even  thefe  leiTcr  bulwarks  feem  works  of  great  ex- 
pence  and  labour;  but  nodiing  in  comparifon  with 
the  long  wall. 

After  the  Chinefe  had  finifhed  their  wall,  they  had 
refpite  for  a  confiderable  time,  from  the  invalions  oi 
their  enemies,  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  labour  in 
peace  and  quietnefs.  However,  about  500  years  ago, 
the  weftern  Tartars  found  means  to  get  throwgh  the 
wall,  and,  with  a  powerful  army  of  horfe,  entered 
the  country,  carrying  terror  along  with  them  where- 
cver  they  went.  They  at  laft  bccairie  mafters  of  the 
.  greateft  part  of  China,  and  kept  pofleflion  of  it  for 
many  years,  till  the  Chinefe,  exafperated  at  their 
tyranny,  took  advantage  of  their  negligence,  and 
drove  them  back,  with  difgrace,  to  their  ancient  habi- 
'  tations  in  the  defcrts.  The  Chinefe  now  began  to  re- 
eftablifh  their  former  government,  to  rectify  difordcrs, 
and  repair  defolatipns  made  by  the  Tartars.  Fraii 
this  time  they  enjoyed  long  peace,  till  ;he  fatal  year 
1640,  when  the  Mantzur  Tartars  conquered  th? 
whole  empire  of  China  *>  which  (jonqueft  they  retain 
to  this  day  ;  and,  by  their  prudent  management  and 
mild  government,  leem  in  a  fair  way  to  keep  it. 

Kamhi,  the  prefent  emperor,  has  about  twenty 
fon«  i  and,  it  is  faid,  h^;  iJJtends  the  fourtcienth  for 
his  fucceffor. 

After  Kanphi  had  fettled  his  affairs  at  home,  the 
firft  ftep  he  took  was  to  gain  the  weftern  or  Mongall 
Tartars  to  his  friendlhip.  The  friendihip  of  the 
weftern  Tartars  is  of  great  importance  to  the  emperor  j 
for  they  not  only  fupply  Pekin  with  provifions,  th<? 
produce  of  their  flocks  j  but,  upon  any  emergency, 
can  bring  to  his  afliftance  50,000  horfe,  on  a  fhort 
warning. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that  great  armjes  and 
ftrid  difcipline  are  necelTary  to  guard  lb  extenfive  terf- 
xitories,  and  keep  fuch  a  numerous  people  to  their 
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duty.  The  number  of  fokliers,  reported  to  be  in  tho 
empire,  is  prodigious,  and  almofb  incredible.  1  am 
well  informed  that  the  fingle  province  and  city  of 
Pckin  contain  no  lefs  than  120,000  effedtive  men,  all 
yrell  paid,  cloathed,  and  armed. 

Notwithftanding  the  vaft  revenues  which  are  ncccf- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  the  duties  on 
inland  trade  muft  be  very  eafy  •,  for  1  was  told  by  a 
merchant,  that  he  couLl  live  in  the  capital,  apd  trade 
in  what  branches  of  bufincfs  he  pleafed,  for  paying 
only  one  ounce  of  filver  annually  to  the  emperor. 
Such  cafy  taxes  fhow  the  great  oeconomy  and  modera- 
tion of  Kamhi,  whofe  reign  is  called  the  reign  of  great 
peace  and  reft*,  in  Chinefe  Tay-ping. 

The  Tartars  call  China  Kitay,  and  the  people 
Kiraytzi  -,  but  the  Chinefe  call  themfelves  Chum 
Qiiotigen,  that  is,  the  people  of  the  middle  region. 

The  empire  of  China  is,  in  a  manner,  feparated 
from  all  the  reft  of  the  world ;  fituated  in  a  fine  and 
healthy  climate,  furrounded  by  the  ocean  to  the  eaft 
and  fouth  ;  by  a  chain  of  high  rocks  and  barren  moun- 
tains on  the  north  and  weft,  along  which  runs  the 
famous  wall  as  an  additional  defence.  But  what,  in 
my  opinion,  is  a  greater  fecurity  to  the  empire  againft 
invaders,  than  any  thing  yet  mentioned,  is  the  barren 
dcfert,  ftretching  for  feveral  hundred  miles  weftward, 
where  none  but  Tartars  can  fubfift^  and  which  fcarce 
any  regular  army  can  pafs.  The  feas,  to  the  fouth 
and  eaft,  are,  indeed,  open ;  and  China  might  be 
attacked  on  that  fide  •,  but,  I  am  perfuaded,  no  prince 
will  think  it  proper  to  difturb  his  own  repofe,  and 
that  of  fuch  a  powerful  people,  inclined  to  peace  with 
all  their  neighbours ;  and  fatisfied,  as  they  feem,  with 
their  own  dominions. 

What  part  of  China  I  faw  is  moftly  plain,  inter- 
fperfed  with  hills  and  rifing  grounds.  1  he  whole  is 
pleafant  and  well  cultivated,  producing  wheat  and 
pther  grain,  together  with  abundance  of  cattle  and 
poultry.     Befide  the  neceffarics,    the  Chineje  have 
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nlfo  many  of  the  fuperfluities  of  life;  pirticiilarly, 
fine  fruits,  of  various  kinds,  too  tedious  to  mention. 
They  have  likewifc  mines  of  gold,  filvt-r,  cop.p^T, 
lead,  and  iron.  They  fct  a  greater  value  on  lilvcr, 
in  proportion  to  goki,  than  the  Kuropeans  do  •,  lb  that 
the  gokl  is  exported  from  thence  to  good  a  ! vantage. 

In  China  are  many  navig.ii-ic  river.;,  and  canals, 
cut  to  great  diltaii^^es,  for  ih^  convenience  of  water- 
carriage.  The  merchants  are  iniirienfely  rich  by  their 
inland  and  foreign  trade,  which  they  carry  on,  to  great 
extent,  with  the  Ruffians  and  Tartars;  bcfidc  the 
vail  Turns  of  money  they  receive  annually  from  the 
Europeans,  in  exchange  for  tea,  China-ware,  and 
other  merchandife.  The  trade  alfo  to  Japan,  and  the 
neighbouring  iOands,  is  very  confiderable.  What  is 
moit  remarkable  in  their  payments,  is,  that  they 
receive  only  dollars,  crown  and  hair-crown  pieces  \ 
undervaluing  fmaller  coins,  of  equal  weight  and 
ftandavd,  though  they  melt  all  down  diredly  into  bars 
of  different  lizes. 

Tea  is  univerfally  ufed,  at  all  times,  and  by  perfons 
of  all  ranks.  Both  tiie  green  and  bohea  grow  on  the 
fame  tree,  or  rather  fhrub,  cailed  by  the  Chinefe 
tzay.  The  green  tea  is  called  tzin  tzay,  and  the- 
bohea  ouy  tzay.  When  the  leaves  are  gathered,  at 
the  proper  feafon,  they  are  put  into  large  kettles,  and 
dried  over  a  gentle  fire;  which  makes  them  crumple 
up,  and  prevents  their  crumbling  to  dull ;  which  they 
would  infallibly  do,  without  this  precaution. 

What  is  defigned  for  bohea,  is  mixed,  in  drying, 
with  the  juice  of  a  certain  plane,  which  gives  it  the 
colour  and  flavour,  and  qualifies  that  Iharpnefs, 
which,  in  conftant  drinking,  is  hurtful  to  fome  tender 
conftitutions.  The  cultivating,  gathering,  drefling, 
and  packing  of  this  ufeful  plant,  mull  employ  a  great 
number  of  hands-,  and  particularly  of  old  and  young 
.people,  who  would  be  unfit  for  harder  labour. 

At  Pekin,  the  price  of  the  bell  tea,  cicjier  greea 
or   bohea,  is   half  an   ounce   of  filver   the  Chmcfe 
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pound  i  which  is  equal  to  what  it  would  be  at  two 
(hillings  a  pound  in  England.  And  allowing  the 
freight  and  duties  to  be  higli,  yet  the  profits  feem 
fomewhat  extravagant.  I  (hall  only  add,  on  this 
fubjed^,  that  the  tea,  commonly  fold  at  Pekin,  is 
preferable  in  quality,  to  what  is  imported  to  Europe 
from  Canton  ;  and,  that  the  Chinde  drink  it  without 
fugar,  though  fugar  is  a  produce  of  the  country,  and 
confequently  very  cheap. 

Several  of  the  Chinefe  manufactures  are  brought  to 
great  perfedlion  \  efpecially  that  of  weaving  filk, 
damalks,  and  other  (luffs  ;  which  are  partly  worn  by 
the  natives,  and  partly  exported.  Silks  are  the  com- 
mon drefs,  of  the  better  fort  of  people,  of  both  fexes  \ 
and  coarfe  cotton  cloth  that  of  the  lower  clafs.  They 
ufe  almoft  no  woollen  cloths ;  becaufe,  they  fay,  in 
their  climate  they  gather  too  much  dult.  They  have 
great  abundance  of  raw  filk.  They  make  no  muflins, 
nor  fine  chints  i  neither  are  thefe  much  ufed. 

The  Chir^efe,  it  is  well  known,  are  excellent  per- 
formers in  feveral  mechanic  arts ;   particularly,    as 
potters,  dyers,  japanners,  joiners,  and  paper-makers. 
In  the  article  of  paper  making  they  excel  even  the 
Europeans.      Their  workmanlhip  in  metals   is  but 
clumfy  i  excepting  only  founding,  at  which  they  are 
very  expert.     The  arts  of  (latuary,  fculpture,  and 
painting,  have  made  but  fmall  prqgrefs  aniong  them. 
They  have  excellent  water  colours  of  all  forts,  butpaint 
pot  in  oil.     The  chief  (tudy  of  their  painters  items 
to  be  land(kip-painting ;    and  I  have  feen  fome  of 
their  performances  in  this  way  very  natural.     They 
have  many  quarries  of  fine  marble,  of  different  co- 
\ows  J  but  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  Itatue  is  to  be  feen 
,   in  the  emperor's  garden.     The  making  of  clocks  and 
watches  was  lately  introduced,  under  the  protedion 
of  the  prefent  emperor  i  who,  at  his  leifure  hours, 
amufes  himfclf  with  whatever  is  curious  either  in  art 
or  nature. 

£y  ..      ■ 
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The  Chincfe  are  ?  civilized  and  hofpitable  people  \ 
complaifant  to  ftrangers,  and  to  one  another  •,  very 
regular  in  their  manners  and  behaviour,  and  refpedtful 
to  their  fuperiors;  but,  above  all,  their  regard  for 
their  parents,  and  decent  treatment  of  their  women 
of  all  ranks  ought  to  be  imitated,  and  deferve  great 
praife.  Thefc  good  qualities  are  a  natural  confequence 
of  the  fobricty,  and  uniformity  of  life,  to  which  they 
have  been  long  accuftomed. 

The  general  regularity,  and  decency  of  manners, 
among  the  Chinefe,  is  obvious  to  all  who  fee  and 
obferve  them  with  the  lead  attention.  And,  as  th  v 
are  Angular,  in  many  things,  beyond  moft  other  na- 
tions ;  they  are  fo,  likewiie,  in  this  point  of  polity, 
which  I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  in  my  tranfient 
remarks. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that,  in  fo  populous  a 
city,  there  muft  be  many  idle  perfons  of  both  fexes ; 
though,  I  believe,  fewer  than  in  moll  other  cities  of 
the  world,  even  in  thole  of  much  lefs  extent  than  that 
of  Pckin.  In  order  to  prevent  all  diforderly  pradices, 
as  much  as  poffible,  the  government  have  thought  fit 
to  permit,  or  connive  at,  certain  places,  in  the 
fuburbs,  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  pro- 
ftitutes,  who  are  maintained  by  the  landlords  of  the 
houfes  in  which  they  dwell ;  but  not  allowed  to 
ftraggle  abroad.  I  have  been  informed,  that  thefe 
ladies  of  pleafure  have  all  feparate  apartments,  with 
the  price  of  each  lady ;  defcribing,  at  the  fame  time, 
her  beauties  and  qualities,  written,  over  the  door  of 
her  apartment,  in  fair  legible  characters :  this  price 
is  paid  diredly  by  the  gallant;  by  which  means, 
thefe  affairs  arc  conduded  without  noife  in  the  houfes, 
or  difturbances  in  the  neighbourhood.  vNoify  brawls 
are  very  feldom,  hardiy  ever,  known  at  Piekini  thofe 
who  are  found  offending,  in  this  way,  undergo  very 
fevere  penalties.  It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that 
thefe  houfes  are  calculated  for  the  meaner  fort  of  peo- 
ple only;  fo  that  any  perfon,  who  hath  the  leaft  re- 
gard 
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gard  to  his  credit  or  reputation,  carefully  avoids  being 
Icen  in  them. 

1  muft,  however,  take  notice  of  one  (hocking  and  r 
unnatural  praf^ice  j  which  appears  more  extraordinary 
in  a  country  ib  well  regulated  and  governed  as  China. 
i  mean,  that  of  expofing  fo  many  new-born  infants 
in  the  ftreets.     This,  indeed,  is  only  done  by  the: 
poor,  who  have  more  wives  than  iliey  can  maintain. » 
To  prevent  the  death  of  thele  children,  there  are? 
public  hofpitals  appointed  for  their  reception,  and  • 
people  fent  out  through  the  ftreets,  every  morning,- 
to  pick  up,  and  carry  thither,  fuch  children  as  they* 
find  expoled.     The  mifiionaries  alfo  fend  out  people 
to  take  up  luch  as  have  been  negledled,  who  are  car-' 
ried  to  a  private  hofpital,  maintained  at  their  charge,' 
and  educated  in  the  Chriftian  religion.     And  of  fuch: 
perfons  do  the  greatett  part  of  the  Chinefe  Chriftians 
confift.  ) 

The  Chinefe  ladies  are  very  cleanly,  and  modeft  in 
their  drefs.  Their  eyes  are  black,  and  fo  little,  that, 
■when  they  laugh,  you  can  fcarce  fee  them.  Their 
hair  is  black  as  jet,  and  rreatly  tied  up,  in  a  knot,  on 
the  crown  of  the  bead,  adorned  with  artificial  flowers 
of  their  own  making  ;  which  are  very  becoming.  The 
better  fort,  who  are  feldom  expofed  to  the  air,  have 
good  complexions.  Thofe  who  are  inclined  to  the 
olive,  take  care  to  add  a  touch  of  white  and  red  paint, 
which  they  apply  very  nicely. 
'  The  ladies  of  diftindion  are  feldom  permitted  to 
ftir  abroad,  except  to  vifit  their  neareft  relations ; 
and,  on  thele  occafions,  they  are  always  carried  in 
clofe  chairs,  and  attended  by  their  fervants.  The 
women  of  all  ranks  (lay  pretty  much  at  home.  The 
fmallnefs  of  their  feet,  which  renders  them  unable  to 
walk  to  any  confiderable  diftance,  makes  their  con- 
finement lefs  difagreeable.  As  foon  as  a  girl  comes 
into  the  world,  they  bind  her  tender  feet  with  tight 
bandages,  which  are  renewed  as  occalion  requires,  to 
prevent  their  growing.     This  cuftom  prevails  univer-  , 


R0SSIA,  TARTARY,  and  CHINA.  S39 

fally,  the  Tartar  ladies,  refiding  in  China,  only  ex- 
cepted, who  appear  to  have  no  inclination  to  conform 
to  this  fafhion.  The  Chinefe  women  never  pare  their 
nails  i  bwt  fyfFer  them  to  grow  to  the  full  length. 
This  proves  no  impediment  in  embroidery,  and  other 
needle  work,  in  which  they  are  conftantly  employed. 
Thefe  they  finilh  with  extraordinary  neatnefs,  as  fully 
appears  from  fome  fpecimens  of  them  brought  to 
Europe.  .  . 

The  Chinefe  deferve  great  praife  for  their  patience 
in  finilhing,  compleatly,  every  thing  they  undertake. 
And,  what  is  ftill  a  greater  recommendation,  their 
labours  are  not  the  effect  of  whim  or  caprice,  but 
calculated  to  ferve  fome  ufefuj  purpofe.  The  public 
•works,  about  the  city  of  Pekin,  are  inftances  of  thefe 
obfervatjons.  The  ftreets,  in  particular,  are  the  fincft 
in  the  world.  They  are  fpacjous,  neat,  and  ftraight. 
The  canals  which  fupply  the  city  with  water,  have,  at 
(proper  diftancps,  commodious  Hone- bridges  over 
j:hem  i  and  thefe  canals  are  not  only  built  with  free- 
ftone,  on  the  fides,  but  the  bottoms  of  them  paved 
with  broad  cut  ftones  in  the  neatcft  manner  imagin- 
able. There  are  but  few  fprings  of  fott  water  in 
Pekin-,  and  the  water,  in  general,  though  »  little 
brackifti,  is  by  no  means  unwholefome. 

The  Chinefe  are  generally  of  a  middle  fize,  and 
flender  make;  but  very  a<^ive.  They  are  honed, 
and  obferve  the  ftrideft  honour  and  juftice  in  their 
dealings.  It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
:not  a  few  of  them  are  much  addidted  to  knavery,  and 
well  (killed  in  the  arts  of  cheating.  They  have,  in- 
deed, found  many  Europeans  as  great  proficients  in 
xhat  art  as  themfelves.  And  if  you  once  cheat  them, 
they  are  fare  to  retaliate  on  the  firft  opportunity.  *     j 

As  to  the  religion  of  the  Chinefe,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  give  a  diftinSt  account  of  it.     According  to  thf 

•  This  perhaps  may  In  fome  meafare  account  for  the  bad 
charatter  the  Chinefe  have  ojjtained  at  Canton,  bee  Anfon's 
yoyage,  vol.  3.  p.  507. 

beft 
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beft  information  I  could  procure,  they  are  divided 
into  feveral  fedts ;  among  which,  that  of  the  theifts  m 
the  moft  rational  and  rcfpcdable.  They  worfhip  one 
God,  whom  they  call  Tien,  the  Heaven,  or  the  high- 
eft  Lord,  and  pay  no  religious  homage  to  the  images 
of  their  countrymen.  This  fe6t  has  fubfifted  for 
many  ages  longer  than  Chriftianity,  and  is  ftill  moft 
in  vogue  •,  being  embraced  .by  the  emperor  himfelf, 
and  moft  of  the  grandees,  and  men  of  learning. 
The  common  people  are  generally  idolaters.  The 
few  Jews  and  Mahometans,  refiding  here,  are  fup- 
poled  to  have  entered  China  about  6  or  700  years 
ago,  in  company  with  the  weftern  Tartars.  There  is 
a  very  inconfidcrable  fe6t,  called  Crofs-worftiippers. 
They  worftiip  the  holy  crofs  •,  but  have  loft  all  other 
marks  of  Chriftianity  -,  which  makes  it  probable  the 
gofjjel  was  preached  in  this  country  before  the  arrival 
of  the  miflionarics ;  but  by  whom  is  uncertain.  The 
Chriftians,  at  prefent,  are  computed  to  amount  to 
100,000  of  both  fexes.  1  have  been  told  the  Chinefe 
have  alfo  fome  atheifts  among  them. 

I  had  feveral  opportunities  of  talking  with  their 
phyficians.  They  generally  prepare,  and  adminifter 
their  ov/n  prefcriptions,  and  are  very  little  acquainted 
with  the  medicinal  fyftem  pradifed  in  Europe.  As 
they  have  but  few  chymical  preparations,  their  chief 
ftudy  is  the  virtues  of  plants,  which  they  apply  on  all ' 
occafions,  and  often  with  fticcefs.  They  feel  the 
patient's  pulfe  for  four  or  five  minutes,  and  very  fel- 
dom  let  blood,  even  in  high  fevers.  They  compare  a 
fever  to  a  boiling  pot,  and  chufe  rather  to  take  the 
fire  from  it  than  diminifti  the  quantity  of  liquor  it 
contains,  which  would  only  make*  it  boil  the  fafter. 
Bathing  and  cupping  are  much  praAifed  j  and  they 
even  apply  fire  in  fome  cafes,  particularly  for  pains  in 
the  joints,  and  gouty  diforders.  On  thefe  occafions 
they  apply  a  lighted  match,  compofed  of  the  downy 
fubftance  that  grows  on  mugwort,  to  the  part  affefted  > 

which. 
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which,  making  a  fear,  either  entirely  removes  or  con- 
fiderably  mitigates  the  pain. 

I  cannot  but  take  notice,  on  this  occafion,  of  a  fa- 
mous plant,  called  gingling,  which  grows  in  the 
province  of  Leotong.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  fo 
much  efteemed  for  its  phyfical  virtues,  that  it  is  ga- 
thered by  the  people,  appointed  by  the  emperor,  for 
this  purpoie  only  *,  and  is  valued  at  the  rate  of  about 
25  pounds  fterling  the  pound  weight.  It  is  (o  rare, 
that  the -emperor  Tent  two  pounds  of  it  only  in  a  pre- 
fent  to  his  czarilh  majefty.  There  are  two  forts  of  it ; 
one  looks  as  if  candied;  the  other  like  fmall  parfley 
roots,  and  has  fomething  of  the  fame  tafte.  They  flicc 
down  or  pound  it;  and,  after  infufion  and  flight 
boiling,  give  it  to  the  patient.  I  could  never  learn 
from  their  phyficians,  what  fpecific  qualities  this  plant 
poflefled,  only  that  it  was  of  univerfal  ufe.  I  have 
heard  many  ftories  of  ftrange  cures  performed  by  it ; 
that  perfons,  feemingly  dead,  have,  by  its  means, 
been  reftored  to  health.  I  believe,  indeed,  it  may  be 
a  good  reftorative  plant ;  but,  if  it  really  has  any  ex- 
traordinary virtues,  I  could  never  difcover  them, 
though  I  have  made  many  experiments  on  it,  at  dif- 
ferent times. 

The  great  men  in  China  follow  the  example  of  the 
weftern  Afiatics,  in  keeping  eunuchs  to  attend  them ; 
who  are  their  counfellors,  and  chief  confidants,  on  all 
occafions.  Their  bufinefs  is  to  take  care  of  the  wo- 
men; and,  being  in  a  manner  detached  from  the 
world,  they  are  much  refpeded.  Caftrating  is  a  trade 
in  China ;  and  fo  Ikilful  and  dexterous  are  the  per- 
formers, that  few  die  under  their  hands.  I  knew  a 
man,  who,  being  reduced  to  low  circumftances,  fold 
himfelf  to  be  made  an  eunuch,  after  he  was  30  years 
of  age.  * 

The  language  of  the  Chinefe  is  compofed  chiefly 
of  monofyllablcs,  and  feems  to  be  eafily  acquired ; 
at  leaft  as  much  of  it  as  is  fuflicicnt  for  convcrfation. 
The  difficulty  of  learning   their  letters,    or   rather 

marks 
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marks  for  words,  cannot  be  fo  great  as  k  commonly 
reprefented  ♦,  for  you  can  fearcely  meet  a  common 
hawker  who  cannot  read  and  write  what  belongs  to 
his  calling.  It  requires,  indeed,  much  labour,  and 
confiderable  abilities,  to  acquire  the  charadter  of  a 
learned  man  in  China. 

The  people  of  Indoftan  have  little  or  no  eorrefpon- 
dence  with  China ;  being  Separated  from  it  by  im- 
paflable  mountains  and  barren  deferts.  They  call 
China  by  the  name  of  Kitat^  and  the  emperor^ 
Amola-Chan* 

March  2d,  we  fent  off  our  heavy  batggage,  early  in 
the  morning  •,  and,  about  noon,  left  the  fine  city  of 
Pckin,  accompanied  by  feveral  Chinefe  gentlemen, 
who  were  to  return  with  Mr.  de  Lange,  whom  his 
czarifti  majelly  had  appointed  to  remain,  as  his  agent, 
at  the  court  of  Pekin. 

The  4th,  Mr.  de  Lange  and  our  friends  returned 
to  the  city,  and  we  continued  our  journey.  I  have 
already  mentioned  mod  of  the  remarkable  towns 
through  which  we  pafled  •,  and,  as  little  happened  on 
the  road  worth  notice,  I  fhall  only  obfervc,  that  we 
were  entertained,  by  the  governors,  in  die  fame  hof- 
pitablc  manner  as  before. 

I  may  here  bbfcrve,  that  geographers  generally 
agree,  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  place  where  the 
river  Tanais,  now  called  Don,  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  fea  of  Afoph,  or  tiie  Black  Sea,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Oby,  is  the  proper  boundary  betwixt  Europe 
and  Afia. 

The  20th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  (hoved  off 
from  tihe  ihore,  and  made  the  bell  of  our  way  up  the 

Jrtilh. 

That  vail  extent  of  eaftern  continent  called  Siberia, 
is  bounded  by  Ruffia  to  the  weft ;  by  Great  Tartary  to 
the  fouth;  on  the  eaft  and  north  by  the  reipeftive 
oceans ;  its  circumference  is  not  eafy  to afiertain  Fo- 
ri*is,ners  comrnonly  are  terrified  at  the  very  nani^  of  Si- 
Ix'ria,  or  Siber  as  it  is  fometimes  called  \  but,  from  wh^t 

1  have 
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I  have  faid  concerning  it,  I  prefume  it  will  be  granted, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  fo  bad  as  is  generally  imagined. 
On  I  he  contrary,  the  country  is  really  excellent,  and 
abounds  with  all  things  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  man 
and  beaft.  There  is  no  want  of  any  thing,  but  people 
to  cultivate  a  fruitful  foil,  well  watered  by  many  of 
the  nobleft  rivers  in  the  world  •,  and  thele  ftored  with 
variety  of  fuch  fine  filh,  as  are  feldom  found  in  other 
countries.  As  to  fine  woods,  furnifhed  with  all  forts 
of  game  and  wild  fowl,  no  country  can  exceed  it. 

Confidering  the  extent  of  this  country,  and  the 
many  advantages  it  poffefles,  I  cannot  help  being  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  fufficient  to  contain  all  the  nations 
in  Europe ;  where  they  might  enjoy  a  more  comfort- 
able life  than  many  of  them  do  at  prefent.  For  my 
part,  I  think,  that,  had  a  perfon  his  liberty  and  a  few 
friends,  there  are  few  places  where  he  could  fpend  life 
more  agreeably  than  in  fome  parts  of  Siberia. 

Toward  the  north,  indeed,  the  winter  is  long,  and  . 
extreamly  cold.  There  are  alio  many  dreary  waftes, 
and  deep  woods,  ternflinated  only  by  great  rivers,  or 
the  ocean  ;  but  thefe  I  would  leave  to  the  prefent  in- 
habitants, the  honeft  Ofteaks,  and  Tongufes,  and 
others  like  them ;  where,  free  from  ambition  and 
avarice,  they  fpend  their  lives  in  peace  and  tranquillity. 
I  am  even  perfuaded,  that  thefe  poor  people  would 
not  change  their  fituation,  and  manner  of  lite,  for  the 
iineft  climate,  and  all  the  riches  of  the  eaft  -,  for  I 
have  often  heard  them  fay,  that  God,  who  had  placed 
them  in  this  country,  knew  what  was  bell  for  them, 
and  they  were  fatisfied  with  their  lot. 
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27.  Rowland's  Antiquities  of  the  Ifleof  Anglefey,  4to. 

28.  Sherlock  on  Death,  Judgment,  Future  State,  and 

Providence,  8vo. 

29.  SnioUet's  Don  Quixote,  4  vols.  1 2mo. 

30.  ■  Gill  Bias,  4  vols.  i2mo. 

31.  Temple's  Works»  4  vols.  8vo. 
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